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Three of Pitt’s regional campuses are 
a step closer to a new faculty salary 
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with the local aftermath of this year’s 
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To improve U.S.-Arab relations, the 
United States needs an alternative 
to the “war on terror,” an expert 
on Arab-language media says. See 
page 4.

Chancellor’s 
teaching award 
winners 

Chancellor’s 
research award 

winners

From left:
Jennifer Cartier; 
Chuck Kinder; 
Michael Madison; 
Marla Ripoll,
and Mark Roberts.

From left:
Jennifer Grandis;

Angela Gronenborn; 
Thomas Saaty; 

Judith Klein-Seetharaman,
and Kazunori Koide.

Faculty honored for teaching, research

Kimberly K. Barlow CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Knowledge is power — and knowing 
when the next bus is coming can help 
riders decide whether to wait in the 
cold or pop into a coffee shop for a 
quick cup of something hot. 
A free “RouteShout” service is being 
tested at 22 Port Authority bus stops 
that primarily serve college students. 
Using their mobile phones, passengers 
can text the stop’s unique ID code to 
the number posted at the stop and 
receive arrival times for the next 
buses scheduled to come by, saving 
calls to the Port Authority’s customer 
service center for information.
In Oakland, orange RouteShout signs 
are at the bus stops at Forbes Avenue 
and McKee Place, Fifth Avenue at 
Children’s Hospital, and Fifth Avenue 
at Oakland Avenue. A complete list of 
stops is available at www.routeshout.
com.
RouteShout was developed by the 
Carnegie Mellon spinoff mobile tech-
nology company deeplocal, which is 
developing additional features that 
would provide more information at 
transit stops. According to a deeplocal 
release, several thousand passengers 
have used the service since prelimi-
nary testing began in late December 
and more stops could be added if the 
test is successful. 

Shout out that route

Winners of the 2009 
chancellor’s awards for 
distinguished teaching 

and distinguished research have 
been announced. 

Distinguished teaching 
award winners are: 

• Jennifer Cartier, assistant 
professor, Department of Instruc-
tion and Learning, School of 
Education.

• Chuck Kinder, professor of 
English and director of the writing 
program.

• Michael J. Madison, profes-
sor and associate dean for research, 
School of Law.

• Marla Ripoll, associate 
professor, Department of Eco-
nomics.

• Mark S. Roberts, professor, 
Department of Medicine, School 
of Medicine.

Distinguished research 
award winners in the senior 
scholar category, which recog-
nizes “an outstanding and con-
tinuing record of research and 
scholarly activity,” are: 

• Jennifer R. Grandis, UPMC 
Endowed Chair in Head and Neck 
Cancer Surgical Research; vice 
chair for research, Department 
of Otolaryngology, and professor 
of otolaryngology and pharmacol-
ogy, School of Medicine.

• Angela M. Gronenborn, 
UPMC Rosalind Franklin Pro-
fessor and chair, Department 
of Structural Biology, School of 
Medicine.

• Thomas L. Saaty, professor 
of business administration and 
University Professor, Joseph M. 
Katz Graduate School of Busi-
ness.

Distinguished research 

award winners in the junior 
scholar category, that is, a scholar 
“whose exceptional early contri-
butions have demonstrated great 
potential and have already pro-
duced a measure of international 
standing,” are: 

• Judith Klein-Seetharaman, 
assistant professor, Department 
of Structural Biology, School of 
Medicine. 

• Kazunori Koide, professor, 
Department of Chemistry.

Each faculty honoree will 
receive a $2,000 cash prize. In 

addition, each teaching honoree 
will receive a $3,000 grant, admin-
istered by the home department, 
to support his or her teaching, and 
each research award winner will 
receive a $3,000 grant to support 
his or her research. 

Winners of the 2009 teach-
ing, research and public service 
awards — as well as other distin-
guished faculty, staff, alumni and 
students — will be recognized 
Feb. 27 during Pitt’s 33rd annual 
honors convocation. Winners’ 
names also will be inscribed on 

plaques displayed in the William 
Pitt Union.

(Winners of the 2009 chancellor’s 
award for distinguished public service 
were announced previously. See Feb. 
5 University Times.)

Chancellor’s Distinguished 
Teaching Award

A selection committee, chaired 
by Patricia Beeson, vice provost for 
graduate studies and undergradu-
ate studies, recommended the 
winners after reviewing support-
ing materials. Chancellor Mark A. 

Nordenberg sent congratulatory 
letters to the winners, citing some 
of their accomplishments derived 
from information and letters of 
recommendation supporting the 
winners’ nominations.

“The very existence of this 
award underscores the high insti-
tutional priority that we assign to 
our teaching responsibilities, and 
your individual efforts stand as an 
inspiring example of excellence in 
the role of University teacher,” 
Nordenberg wrote to the teaching 
award winners.

q
The education school’s Jen-

nifer Cartier was recognized by 
Nordenberg for her commitment 
to science education. “You have 
demonstrated the remarkable 
ability to teach a broad range of 
students in a variety of situations, 
including high school students, 
pre-service elementary teach-
ers, undergraduate and graduate 
students, and in-service training 
for current science teachers,” 
Nordenberg wrote.

The quality of Cartier’s teach-
ing effectiveness is reflected in the 
consistently high marks on her 
teaching evaluations; the number 
of grants she has been awarded 
attest to her being at the forefront 
of her field, he noted.

“You have designed courses 
that actively engage students 
with both science content and 
scientific inquiry processes, and 
allow students to apply these ideas 
to authentic educational situa-
tions,” the chancellor continued. 
“Your assignments are creative and 
provide students opportunities to 
stretch their thinking and look for 
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M A T T E R S  / Rose Hoffmann & Adam Shear 

U N I V E R S I T Y   S E N A T E

A large-scale, well developed and functioning system for schol-
arly publication is something that many of us take for granted. We 
worry more about the content of our research than about the means 
of dissemination. But because this system is in a period of turmoil 
and change, it is a good time to consider recent trends and their 
implications for the near- and long-term future. 

The economics of the publishing industry have made some 
forms of print publication unaffordable for increasing numbers of 
institutions. Many in the humanities and social science fields that 
traditionally have required publication of monographs for tenure 
worry about the increasing difficulty of publishing. New initiatives 
for open access (such as the National Institutes of Health require-
ment to submit federally funded research results for inclusion in 
a public database) have raised questions about the viability of old 
models of for-profit and not-for-profit publication. 

The University Senate spring plenary session, coordinated 
by the Senate’s library committee, will focus on the current state 
of academic publishing with “Scholarly Publishing: Today and 
Tomorrow: What You Need to Know.” The plenary session will 
be held on Tuesday, March 3, beginning with a complimentary 
buffet lunch at 12:15 p.m.; the session will begin at 12:30 p.m. in 
the William Pitt Union Assembly Room. 

Keynote speaker will be David Shulenburger, vice president for 
academic affairs, National Association of State Universities and 
Land-Grant Colleges. His lecture, “University Research Distribu-
tion: From Option to Necessity,” will be followed by a roundtable 
response from four Pitt experts: Steven L. Kanter of the School of 
Medicine, editor of a scholarly journal; Michael J. Madison of the 
School of Law, an expert on intellectual property; Cynthia Miller, 
director of the University Press, and John D. Norton, of history 
and philosophy of science, co-founder of an online repository of 
papers on philosophy of science. 

Since we recognize that researchers in different disciplines may 
have different concerns about the future of scholarly publication, 
we also have planned four breakout sessions on different aspects of 
the topic. These sessions will take place after the keynote lecture 
and roundtable, with discussions led by the panelists and by Rush 
G. Miller and Barbara A. Epstein, directors of the University and 
Health Sciences library systems respectively, and Cynthia C. Moore 
of the General Counsel’s office. 

Breakout sessions will be held on the following topics:
• “The Future of Scholarly Journals”; 
• “The Role of Institutional Repositories”; 
• “Authors’ Rights in the New Environment,” and
• “The Future of the University Press.” 
This plenary session is important for all members of the 

University who value and contribute to the knowledge of their 
respective disciplines. Faculty, postdocs, staff, librarians and 
students, both graduate and undergraduate, will gain valuable 
information related to scholarly publication in the 21st century. 
We encourage you to attend the plenary session and especially 
urge participation in a breakout session in your particular area 
of concern. We hope to spark a campus-wide discussion of these 
issues that will contribute to the formation of University policy; at 
the same time, this plenary session should offer every participant 
practical information in the pursuit of the goal of every researcher: 
publication of his or her findings.                                              n  

Rose Hoffmann, School of Nursing, and Adam Shear, Department of 
Religious Studies in the School of Arts and Sciences, are co-chairs of the 
University Senate library committee. 

Plenary session to examine 
trends in scholarly publication

A proposal for a common 
faculty salary benchmark 
list for three of Pitt’s 

regional campuses — something 
that’s been a thorny issue for 
several years — cleared a hurdle 
recently.

Faculty senates at the Bradford, 
Greensburg and Johnstown cam-
puses each voted to recommend a 
list of 128 peer institutions in three 
surrounding geographic areas as 
a comparative list to track faculty 
salaries.

Faculty at the three four-year 
campuses have struggled for years 
to agree on a common list, which 
has been one prerequisite to seek-
ing the approval of the Provost’s 
office.

(Benchmarking faculty salaries 
at Pitt-Titusville is considered 
separately because UPT primarily 
is a two-year institution.)

According to Robert Pack, vice 
provost for academic planning and 
resources management, the next 
step is to have the regional campus 
presidents endorse the list before 
the Provost’s office considers it. 

Pitt’s senior administration 
long has maintained that the 
appropriate salary benchmark 
comparison group for full-time 
faculty on the Pittsburgh campus 
is the Association of American 
Universities public institution 
members. That group of 34 public 
universities is said to be like Pitt 
in basic mission, aspiration, pro-
gramming and competitiveness.

But the administration also 
has maintained that there was no 
agreed-upon list to benchmark 
faculty salaries at the regional 
campuses.  Provost  office  offi-
cials also have said that salaries 
at the three campuses would be 
considered as an aggregate in any 
benchmarking analysis.

Various benchmarking lists 
have been proposed since 2004, 
but have fallen by the wayside 
due to a number of objections, 
including being too unwieldy; 
incorporating institutions with 
radically different missions, 
such as religious-based schools, 
and using faulty or questionable 
methodology. Proposed lists have 
varied in the number of institu-

tions from 18 to 270. 
The most recent recommen-

dation emerged from a task force 
studying the history of previous 
proposals. The task force was 
appointed last May by Pitt-
Greensburg President Sharon 
Smith, at the request of Beverly 
Gaddy, president of the UPG 
faculty.

Gaddy said that following dis-
cussions of the task force’s report, 
last September the list of 128 
schools — which became known 
as the Greensburg list — was 
endorsed unanimously by the 
UPG Senate Council and Faculty 
Senate. The Greensburg list then 
was forwarded to the other two 
regionals’ faculty groups.

The Bradford campus Faculty 
Senate unanimously endorsed the 
Greensburg list in December, 
according to that group’s presi-
dent, Don Ulin.

Pitt-Johnstown faculty presi-
dent Karen Lee said her group 
endorsed the list last month.

Earlier this month, Smith 
forwarded the list to the Provost’s 
office. Smith said she has had 
ongoing conversations about this 
issue with her counterparts at 
Bradford and Johnstown, but the 
three regional campus presidents 
had not yet endorsed the Greens-
burg list formally.

q

The 128 institutions on the 
proposed regional campus bench-
mark list were drawn from the 
American Association of Univer-
sity Professors (AAUP) list of IIB 
public and private-independent 
schools from the Mid-Atlan-
tic, North Central and South 
Atlantic regions. Category IIB 
schools are four-year institutions 
characterized by an emphasis on 
undergraduate baccalaureate-
level education, as opposed to 
graduate degrees.

Of the 128 institutions on the 
proposed list, 41 are public and 87 
are private-independent; the list 
does not include the 127 AAUP 
IIB church-related institutions in 
those regions.

The proposal recommends 
employing data available from the 
federal government’s Integrated 
Postsecondary Education Data 
System (IPEDS), rather than the 
data compiled each year by the 
AAUP, which is the source for the 
Pittsburgh campus faculty salary 
comparison reviewed annually 
by the University Senate budget 
policies committee (BPC).

In the “Pitt-Greensburg 
Salary Benchmarking Task Force 
Report,” a copy of which was 
obtained by the University Times, 
the task force recommended the 
IPEDS database as “objectively 
more appropriate” because “the 

AAUP survey is voluntary while 
the IPEDS survey, if not manda-
tory, is certainly less voluntary 
than the AAUP’s. The IPEDS is 
larger, contains more types of data 
about faculty and staff salaries, 
includes additional data about 
schools (enrollments, degrees 
granted, etc.) and is more consis-
tent from year to year.”

BPC long has advocated for an 
approved regional campus faculty 
salary benchmark list to fulfill 
the committee’s charge to moni-
tor trends in Pitt faculty salaries. 
Committee members over the 
years have been adamant that BPC 
should not be involved in defining 
which comparison group should 
be used to rank the regionals, 
but that an approved comparison 
group was highly desirable.

The committee annually 
reviews an internal report, pre-

Kimberly K. Barlow

Progress made on regional campus benchmark list
pared by Pitt’s Management 
Information and Analysis office, 
following the AAUP’s release of 
salary data in the March-April 
issue of Academe.

In the absence of an approved 
list for the regionals, for the past 
several years BPC has examined 
salaries based on data from the 
group of 18 Association of Ameri-
can Universities public institu-
tions that have branch campuses, 
the most parallel list to the one 
employed for Pittsburgh campus 
faculty.
—Peter Hart                          n

(For coverage of discussions of pre-
viously proposed lists, see University 
Times Oct. 28, 2004; Nov. 11, 2004 
(letter); Nov. 24, 2004 (letter); Dec. 
9, 2004 (letter); April 28, 2005; 
April 27, 2006; May 25, 2006; May 
17, 2007; May 29, 2008.)

Senior studio arts student Nancy Egger, left, and printmaking 
professor Lenore Thomas create screenprint valentines during 
the Department of Studio Arts’ “Love Your Studio (Arts)” 
event in the Frick Fine Arts building.
The Feb. �3 event officially launched the new screenprint 
studio, housed in space formerly occupied by a lithography 
studio. 
Students and faculty also showed off the department’s 
updated etching studio and reconfigured digital print and 
image making studio.
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Pitt continues to be counted 
among property owners 
subject to an April 1 

deadline to pay a $12-per-unit 
residential housing rental permit 
fee and provide city government 
with the names and phone num-
bers of residents residing in its 
housing units. 

Pittsburgh City Council last 
week tabled a proposed amend-
ment that would exempt dormito-
ries from the city’s rental housing 
permit requirements. Council 
member Tonya D. Payne, who 
proposed the amendment then 
last week moved to table it, did not 
immediately return a call seeking 
comment.

The ordinance requires prop-
erty owners to register residential 
rental units so city officials can 
verify compliance with safety and 

other codes. It exempts hotels, 
motels and bed and breakfasts 
from the permit requirements, 
but defines a rental unit as “any 
dwelling unit or residential struc-
ture containing sleeping units” 
rented or leased to tenants. It 
does not specifically mention 
dormitories. 

Paul A. Supowitz, Pitt’s vice 
chancellor for Governmental 
Relations and associate general 
counsel, said that when the ordi-
nance was enacted in December 
2007, city council members made 
it clear that it was not their intent 
to include dormitories.  “We took 
them at face value,” Supowitz said, 
noting that the city’s Bureau of 
Building Inspection only recently 
informed the University that 
it is considered subject to the 
ordinance.  

While the city maintains that 
safety issues are behind its ratio-
nale that dorms are included, 
Supowitz said the reason for the 
legislation doesn’t apply to Pitt: 
“We’ve never to my knowledge 
had a student complain that Uni-
versity housing is substandard.”

City officials were not available 
immediately to comment in detail 
on the city’s position. 

Supowitz further argued that 
the ordinance’s references to 
leased space, dwelling units 
(defined as being designed for 
residential occupancy and having 
cooking and sanitary facilities) 
and rental units, do not apply to 
dormitories. “We do not have a 
lease with our students,” he said, 
adding that the student housing 
contract is dependent on the 
occupant’s status as a Pitt student 

— more akin, Supowitz said, to 
people residing in nursing homes, 
long-term care units or inpatient 
treatment facilities where housing 
is based on the occupant’s status. 
Supowitz said Pitt’s student hous-
ing contract states that it doesn’t 
create a landlord-tenant relation-
ship between the University and 
the resident student.

John Fedele, associate direc-
tor of News, said Pitt has 3,551 
dormitory units on the Pittsburgh 
campus as well as 308 apartment 
units. 

Supowitz said the University 
does not dispute that the ordinance 
applies to the apartment units and 
that Pitt intends to comply. That 
will cost nearly $3,700. Including 
dorm units would add more than 
$42,600 to the bill.

Although the rental permit 
requirement has been the main 
focus, Supowitz said there is 
“potential concern” with regard 
to other city ordinances that make 
property owners responsible for 
disruptive properties.

University may face city rental permit fee for dorms
Under the city code, a unit 

can be labeled disruptive if three 
separate citations or summonses 
are issued or arrests for disruptive 
activity are made (involving the 
same rental unit for properties 
with more than six units) within 
a 60-day period. 

The property owner could be 
billed for the costs of administra-
tive and law enforcement actions 
in response to any further disrup-
tive activity in the unit within six 
months.

In addition, Supowitz said, 
there are clear issues under the 
federal Family Educational Rights 
and Privacy Act (FERPA) with 
regard to the information the 
city wants Pitt to release on the 
student residents.

He would not rule out legal 
action, but said the University 
would prefer to resolve the issue 
with a common-sense approach. 
While the April 1 deadline remains 
weeks away, “we’re exploring the 
options we have,” he said.
— Kimberly K. Barlow           n

 

Repairs, punishments 
continue in aftermath 
of Super Bowl here 
The University is continu-

ing to work through the 
aftermath of damage and 

bad behavior that followed this 
year’s Super Bowl victory celebra-
tions gone too far. 

Cleanup of an estimated 
$48,000 in damages to the Pitts-
burgh campus is continuing and, 
as of Feb. 17, 24 students have 
been subjected to Pitt’s disciplin-
ary process, said Vice Chancellor 
for Public Affairs Robert Hill. 
That number could rise because 
investigations “to identify more 
and call them to account” are 
continuing, Hill said.

Hill said 21 students are alleged 
to have participated in disorderly 
conduct in violation of federal 
or state laws. Disciplinary action 
against them includes fines of 
$250-$500 and 20-25 hours of 
community service, Hill said.

Two of those 21 were imme-
diately suspended for their role 
in the destruction of a bus shelter 
at Forbes Avenue and Bigelow 
Boulevard. 

In addition, three students 
are being disciplined for burn-
ing materials on campus. Two of 
the three have been suspended. 
Suspension was recommended 
for the third, but a hearing had 
not occurred as of Feb. 17.

All students found to be in 
violation of the University’s dis-
ciplinary code will be placed on 
a year’s disciplinary probation, 
which would subject them to sanc-
tions up to and including dismissal 
from the University if they commit 
additional violations, Hill said.

Hearings for the four sus-
pended students have been sched-
uled. In addition, while some of 
the other students accepted their 
sanctions, others have felt their 
punishment too severe and asked 
for sanction hearings, Hill said.

A cost assessment by Facilities 

Management estimated at least 
282 hours of work by trades and 
other workers would be needed 
to repair the damage to the 
campus. Hill did not know when 
the work would be finished, but 
some repairs already have been 
completed. 

Damaged wrought iron tables 
and paver stones have been rein-
stalled on the Hillman Library 
plaza. Graffiti was removed from 
the portal sign at Forbes and Belle-
field avenues and in the vicinity 
of the library, the Music Building 
and the law school. Trash cans 
and ash urns have been refastened 
near Clapp Hall and the Posvar 
Hall plaza and a bollard has been 
replaced outside David Lawrence 
Hall. 

Outside Hillman Library, 
six broken windows have been 
replaced and the destroyed bus 
shelter removed.

Additional work has yet to be 
done. More pavers, a wrought 
iron table, planter boxes and 
light fixtures need to be replaced 
on the Hillman plaza. Damaged 
street trees, ground covering and 
shrubbery in several areas must be 
replaced, as well as several parking 
lot signs and sign posts, according 
to a damage report prepared by 
Facilities Management. 

In addition to cleanup on 
campus, Pitt officials are working 
to mend fences with the commu-
nity. Representatives from the Pitt 
police have met with the Oakland 
Community Council and Pitts-
burgh City Council, Hill said. 

In addition, they will accom-
pany the city’s public safety direc-
tor and chiefs of the city’s police, 
fire and emergency management 
services on a walking tour of 
Oakland next week to develop 
emergency plans for the future, 
Hill said.
— Kimberly K. Barlow           n

Photos by Kimberly K. Barlow
Members of the University community garnered plenty of tips for wellness during the Healthy 
Lifestyle Experience fair sponsored by Human Resources in conjunction with LifeSolutions. 
Participants were treated to chair massages and samples of healthful foods, and received health 
and nutrition screenings as part of the Feb. �7 event. Above, students from the School of Health 
and Rehabilitation Sciences’ master’s program in dietetics and nutrition prepared low-fat quesa-
dillas and distributed recipes and tips for cutting calories. Left to right are Lauren Taylor, Janine 
Kratohwill and Jen Murphy.
Below, Study Abroad Office staffer Euleda Knox plays the Alcohol Game with LifeSolutions 
account manager Albert L. Moore. As part of the game that is designed to increase alcohol 
awareness, Moore challenged participants to pour what they considered a typical serving of 
their favorite alcoholic beverage, then showed how it compared to a standard serving.
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Attempts by the United 
States to engage the Arab 
world during the Bush 

presidency have been disastrous, 
casting suspicion over U.S. politi-
cal, economic and cultural initia-
tives and ruining this country’s 
reputation, according to an expert 
on Arab-language media.

To remedy this situation, U.S. 
policymakers should create a real 
operational and rhetorical alterna-
tive to the “global war on terror” 
as a framework for global engage-
ment; acquire expert knowledge 
about the Arab media, which has 
greatly expanded in recent years; 
pay more attention to how eco-
nomic governance issues affect 
perceptions of the United States, 
and consider the pitfalls of pro-
moting a “branding” label, said 
Marwan Kraidy, associate profes-
sor at Penn’s Annenberg School 
for Communication. Kraidy 
delivered a Feb. 6 Pitt global stud-
ies program lecture titled “Arab 
Media and U.S. Policy: A Public 
Diplomacy Reset.”

“Above all, an understanding 
should emerge that the U.S. repu-
tation crisis cannot be resolved by 
communication alone, but ought 
to rest on smarter policies. A 
revised grand strategy should rest 
on a new multi-lateralism based 
on engagement with multiple 
state and non-state actors alike,” 
Kraidy said.

Polls taken post-9/11, and 

particularly since the 2003 U.S. 
invasion of Iraq, indicate a steadily 
deteriorating perception of the 
United States among Muslims in 
the Arab world, defined by Kraidy 
as the Arab-language countries 
from Morocco, across North 
Africa, and throughout the Middle 
East to Iraq.

Contributing to the negative 
image are America’s leading role 
in promoting globalization, which 
is viewed as exploitative of poorer 
countries; the application of Cold 
War propaganda strategies, and 
the tendency of the Bush admin-
istration to view the Arab world 
through the prism of black-and-
white values as opposed to policies, 
Kraidy said. 

“This is not about tactics, or 
about our obsession with asking 
‘What technology can we use 
to make these people love us?’ 
It’s not about giving people cell 
phones. It’s about respect, and we 
need an overall strategy. Though 
a small, extremist minority may 
hate American values, more Arabs 
in the Middle East are turned off 
by U.S. policies,” he said.

The global war on terrorism, 
undergirded by U.S. unilateral 
policies and the “You’re either 
with us or against us” attitude 
tends to cast every Arab as a 
potential terrorist, he said. 

“Bush said, ‘You’re either with 
us or against us.’ I think Obama 
would say, ‘You’re either with us, 

or you could be with us.’ I’ll take 
that every time, because there is 
room there, there is at least an 
opening.”

Depicting the United States 
and the Arab world as engaged 
in a “clash of civilizations” has 
led to undue emphasis on religion 
as the main source of widespread 
negative opinion, Kraidy said. “In 
fact, survey data suggest Islam is 
a factor, but not a very significant 
one, in determining attitudes 
toward the United States.”

America also has underesti-
mated the impact of globaliza-
tion on Arab lives, he said. Many 
Arabs view U.S.-led globalization 
efforts as the successor to Euro-
pean colonialism and imperial-
ism, which sought to control a 
country’s resources. U.S. support 
for oil-wealthy monarchies in 
the Gulf region also exposes the 
United States to resentment in less 
well-off Arab countries, Kraidy 
maintained.

Furthermore, globalization is 
associated with America’s double 
standard by many Arabs, who 
believe the United States uses 
globalization policies as a way to 
gobble up the lion’s share of the 
world’s wealth. 

“U.S. public diplomacy has 
often been discussed in terms of 
‘branding’ the United States, but 
the branding metaphor is prob-
lematic for U.S. public diplomacy 
for several reasons,” he said. “In 
this context, U.S. public diplo-
macy practitioners appear to be 
addressing the overall image of 
the United States when they refer 
to ‘brand.’ This oversimplification 
of national image, in a country 
with such a vast array of poli-
cies, has backfired in U.S. global 
communication efforts,” Kraidy 
maintained.

As one journalist put it: Amer-
ica is not a hamburger, he said.

“Educated Arabs appear to 
understand, seemingly better 
than some U.S. policymakers do, 
that the United States is radically 
pluralistic,” and America actually 
is admired by many Arabs for 
allowing authors such as Michael 
Moore and Noam Chomsky to 
speak openly against government 
policies, Kraidy said.

Branding the United States 
also has exposed the inconsisten-
cies inherent in U.S. policy toward 
the Middle East. American “sup-
port of democracy wavers when 
allies lose elections; support of 
friendly dictators belies words 
about freedom. The result is a lack 
of credibility,” he noted.

The failure of the United 

States to engage the Arab world 
is epitomized by the waste of 
hundreds of millions of dollars 
to finance Al-Hurra Television, 
a U.S. propaganda-driven Arab-
language television channel, 
which never has captured more 
than 1 percent of the region’s 
viewing public, Kraidy said.

Propaganda may have been 
effective in a Cold War environ-
ment that offered a population no 
alternatives, but the Arab world’s 
media options are vibrant and 
growing. “Unlike in this country, 
the number of newspapers and 
newspaper readership is increas-
ing,” he said.

During the first Gulf War in 
the 1990s, the BBC’s and CNN’s 
coverage of Iraq’s invasion of 
Kuwait became the media of 
choice in the Arab world, which 
made several countries’ govern-
ments nervous, Kraidy said. As 
a result, the Saudi ruling family 
and the Egyptian government, for 
example, launched various satellite 
channels.

By the end of the 1990s there 
were some 300 Arab-language 
channels, a number that has 
grown to more than 500 today. 
“These channels, most of them 
privately owned but government 
influenced, offer a wide ideological 
spectrum and reflect competing 
political, economic and religious 
agendas,” Kraidy said. They offer 
news, talk and variety shows, 
dramas, reality TV, American 
sports and sitcoms, Latin Ameri-
can soap operas, movies and docu-
mentaries, he noted.

For Americans, the poster 
child for anti-Americanism is the 
Qatar-based channel, Al-Jazeera. 
“Grasping the complexity of the 
Arab media environment entails 
moving beyond asking whether 
an Arab media outlet is ‘anti-
American’ or ‘pro-American,’” 
although even a casual observer 
can note some of those tendencies, 
Kraidy said. 

“Some Arab media outlets 
advocate some declared U.S. 
objectives, while countering 
others,” he said. For example, the 

outlet New TV is aligned with two 
U.S. policies: to promote nonsec-
tarianism and to tackle corruption 
and foster government transpar-
ency, while simultaneously New 
TV is critical of U.S. Middle 
East policies. “The complexity 
of the Arab media scene makes 
binary distinctions of anti- or 
pro- superficial and unhelpful,” 
according to Kraidy.

The U.S.-backed Al-Hurra 
Television never could compete 
with the vibrant mix of historically 
resonant, creatively produced 
and locally meaningful program-
ming offered by the leading pan-
Arab channels, but especially so 
when the channel offers only 
pro-American broadcasting, he 
maintained.

“The U.S. image problem in 
the Arab world for the most part 
is neither the message nor the 
medium. The problem resides in 
actions and policies,” Kraidy said.  
“The silver lining in all of this is 
that negative perceptions of the 
United States in the Arab world 
are neither old nor immutable. 
They are the result of U.S. poli-
cies and, as a result, they can be 
turned around.”

Specifically, Kraidy urged the 
Obama administration to abandon 
the global war on terror as the 
U.S. government’s main message. 
“This means ending the use of 
both pre-emptive action and con-
frontational rhetoric; integrating 
social and economic concerns in 
foreign policy and public diplo-
macy, and re-focusing the full 
power, influence and resources 
of the United States to broker a 
sustainable, comprehensive peace 
in the Middle East.”

Kraidy said efforts should 
focus on comprehending the 
Arab world as a differentiated 
area with multiple identities and 
concerns, without losing sight of 
the major pan-Arab issues. In this 
endeavor, the most difficult and 
most important challenge, he said, 
is to balance long-term strategic 
objectives with short-term desired 
outcomes. 
—Peter Hart                          n

Repairing U.S.-Arab relations
Alternative to

“war on terror” 
needed, expert says

—Marwan Kraidy

“Though a small, 
extremist minority may 
hate American values, 
more Arabs in the 
Middle East are turned 
off by U.S. policies.”

The University Library System’s PittCat online library cata-
log has become a classic. The new PittCat+ now is the primary 
way to search for books, articles, CDs, DVDs and other library 
materials. 

PittCat+ was in test mode during the fall term (see Aug. 28, 2008, 
University Times) and now is fully functional, library officials say.

The new catalog features a “word cloud” that suggests related 
terms and a function allowing users to refine searches with one 
click to narrow their request by publication date, format, avail-
ability and more. 

The system can display cover images, tables of contents and 
book reviews for many books and users can save and tag lists of 
items in a “My Discoveries” feature.

In addition, searches can be saved as an RSS feed to alert users 
when relevant items are added to the library.

Those who prefer PittCat classic can continue to use it by clicking 
on the PittCat+ tab at www.library.pitt.edu for a link.                n

PittCat+ is newest way to search
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A 21st-century case at the 
fulcrum between law and 
ethics will continue to be 

discussed and have implications 
for the medical community as well 
as for the Food and Drug Admin-
istration (FDA), said a medical 
ethics expert speaking here.

“Abigail Alliance  v. von Eschen-
bach is one of the most fascinat-
ing cases in many years, with 
many implications,” said Peter 
D. Jacobson, professor of health 
law and policy at the University 
of Michigan. “It is a paradigmatic 
example of the pressures pulling 
in each direction: How do you 
balance the need for more drugs 
with patient safety? It also asks the 
question: How should the law and 
the regulatory system respond?”

The case initially involved 
Abigail Burroughs, a 19-year-old 
woman suffering from terminal 
head and neck cancer, who was 
ineligible to participate in clinical 
trials of the drug Erbitux. At the 
time, Erbitux was available only 
to participants in clinical trials for 
colon cancer drugs.

At the recommendation of 
her physician, Burroughs asked 
for access to the drug under the 
FDA’s “compassionate use excep-
tion doctrine,” which in certain 
circumstances permits an unap-
proved drug to be used. Those 
circumstances are: when there is 
no comparable treatment alter-
native; clinical trials of the drug 
are underway, and formal FDA 
approval for the drug is being 
sought. 

In the Erbitux case, all these 
conditions were met. However, 
the FDA is allowed to deny a 
compassionate-use request if the 
scientific evidence does not pro-
vide a reasonable basis to conclude 
that the drug may be effective for 
its intended use or if it would add 
an unreasonable and significant 
risk of illness. 

When the FDA denied Bur-
roughs’s request, her father, Frank 
Burroughs, formed the Abigail 
Alliance for Better Access to 
Developmental Drugs shortly 
before his daughter’s death in 
2001. In July 2003, the Abigail 
Alliance sued the FDA. The suit 
alleged that the failure of the 
FDA to permit the sale of inves-
tigational drugs to terminally ill 
patients violated the patients’ 
rights to privacy and due process 
under the 14th Amendment.

In August 2004, the U.S. 
District Court for the District of 
Columbia ruled in favor of the 
FDA, holding that its policies 
did not violate the constitutional 
rights of patients.

Abigail Alliance’s appeal, how-
ever, was upheld in a 2-1 decision 
by a three-judge appellate panel 
in the U.S. District Court for 
the District of Columbia in May 
2006.

The FDA then appealed in 
July 2006 for a re-hearing before 
all the judges of that court (in 
legal parlance, an en banc hear-
ing) on the grounds that the May 
2006 decision presented a seri-
ous threat to the FDA’s ability to 
ensure the safety and effectiveness 
of prescription drugs sold in the 
United States.

The re-hearing was granted 
in November 2006 and an 8-2 en 

banc decision in August 2007 held 
for the FDA.

Abigail Alliance filed another 
appeal with the U.S. Supreme 
Court, which in January 2008 
declined to hear the appeal, in 
effect leaving the FDA regula-
tions intact.

According to Jacobson, who 
also is director of Michigan’s 
Center for Law and Ethics and 
Health and a 1970 graduate of 
Pitt’s law school, the question at 
the heart of the case is whether 
terminally ill patients who lack 
alternative treatment options 
have a constitutional right to 
purchase drugs that have not been 
authorized for treatment uses by 
the FDA.

“This is really a case of indi-
vidual rights versus population 
safety,” he said. “The key is 
whether the right to life is a fun-
damental constitutional right; 
otherwise Abigail Alliance has no 
real case,” Jacobson said. “The 
FDA is delegated to make those 
[drug approval] decisions by the 
federal government. This would 
undermine the FDA’s mission and 
could put it out of business.”

In the 2006 three-judge panel 
decision, the majority argued that 
Abigail Burroughs had a funda-
mental right to purchase the drug 
and, further, that an individual is 
free to assume the risks of taking 
an unapproved medication. 

Absent a fundamental right, 
the FDA need only show a rational 
relationship between its regula-
tion and a legitimate goal of the 
state, in this case the health of the 
population, Jacobson said. 

“If it is a fundamental right, 
the strict scrutiny standard would 
apply and [the FDA] must show 
that its regulation is narrowly tai-
lored to serve a compelling state 
interest, a much higher standard,” 
he said. 

“The panel also held that 
completion of a phase I trial means 
a drug is probably a medical ben-
efit with sufficiently minimal risk. 
That is just plain wrong. A phase 
I trial means a drug is tested on a 
small group of healthy patients. 
Only an estimated 5-8 percent of 
all cancer drugs that are approved 
in phase I are ultimately approved 
for marketing,” Jacobson said.

“At any rate, there was a lot of 
very creative lawyering in these 
various opinions,” he said. 

For example, to decide whether 
the right claimed is fundamental, 
the panel majority relied heavily 
on the Supreme Court’s analysis 
in Washington v. Glucksberg, which 
held that there is no fundamental 
right to physician-assisted suicide. 
In that case, the Supreme Court 
articulated a relatively restrictive 
test requiring courts to consider 
the right claimed as narrowly as 
possible and look to the nation’s 
history and legal traditions for 
evidence of whether that right 
has been treated as fundamental, 
Jacobson said.

The panel ruled that on a 
physician’s recommendation, 
mentally competent terminally ill 
patients with no alternatives have 
a constitutional right to obtain 
potentially lifesaving drugs that 
are eligible for post–phase 1 test-
ing. Believing that the nation’s 
history and traditions support 

recognizing such a right, the panel 
majority reasoned that federal 
regulation of pharmaceuticals is 
only 100 years old and that not 
until 1962 did the government 
require pre-market review of a 
drug’s safety and effectiveness, 
Jacobson pointed out.

The panel majority further 
relied on the Supreme Court’s 
decision in Cruzan v. Director, 
Missouri Department of Health 
that competent individuals have 
a constitutionally protected right 
to reject life-sustaining medical 
treatment. The corollary of that 
right, the panel majority stated, 

implies “that an individual must 
also be free to decide for herself 
whether to assume any known 
or unknown risks of taking a 
medication that might prolong 
her life.”

Had the panel decision been 
upheld by a higher court, there 
would be a continuous stream of 
cases pushing for greater access 
to more drugs, Jacobson main-
tained. “But keep in mind the 
consequences on human safety. 
What if the patient taking an unap-
proved therapy dies sooner with 
more suffering? In other words, 
the drug may not help and in fact 
it may do harm. That has liabil-
ity implications for physicians 
who [profess] to do no harm and 
raises a range of legal and ethical 
issues, including: Why should the 
government tell doctors they can’t 
prescribe it?”

The situation also would 
undermine participation in phase 
II and III clinical trials, he added. If 
the Abigail Alliance had prevailed 
in court, the effect would have 
altered clinical cancer research 
by providing nearly unfettered 
legal access to unapproved drugs 
by terminally ill patients, who as 
a result would have little or no 

incentive to participate in phase 
II or III clinical trials, Jacobson 
noted.

“What are the limits? The fun-
damental rights analysis, rooted 
in patient autonomy, could easily 
apply to medications expected 
to prevent pain or disability. 
Why not unapproved drugs for 
non-terminal patients?” he said. 
“What is especially dangerous 
about the panel’s decision is that it 
would simultaneously permit drug 
companies to stimulate demand 
via advertising while removing 
the regulatory safety net designed 
to protect patients from untested 
therapies.”

While the en banc decision 
vacated the panel’s decision, the 
Abigail Alliance has continued 
the fight for greater access to 
unapproved drugs on the legisla-
tive front, Jacobson noted. “But 
neither the court’s adoption of 
the panel’s opinion nor legislation 
codifying that approach would 
provide a sound solution. The idea 
that the way to save lives is through 
unapproved drugs offers the illu-
sion of choice and the reality of 
false hope — not an acceptable 
basis for public policy,” he said.

 “I believe the FDA is correct 
on both law and ethics, that the 
government has a compelling 
interest to protect the population 
and that the courts, ultimately, 
got it right.”
—Peter Hart                          n

Balancing the need for drugs, patient safety
Abigail Alliance case

Peter Jacobson
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Think beyond the numbers 
and ponder wealth in all 
its dimensions, Indiana 

University professor Richard 
Gunderman urged listeners in 
his talk, “Generosity: What’s at 
Stake.”  

Last month’s lecture was the 
first in a Philanthropy Forum 
speaker series sponsored by the 
Graduate School of Public and 
International Affairs in conjunc-
tion with GSPIA’s Johnson Insti-
tute for Responsible Leadership 
and GSPIA’s Innovation Clinic. 

Gunderman is a professor of 
radiology, pediatrics, medical 
education, philosophy, liberal 
arts and philanthropy as well as 
vice chair of radiology at Indiana. 
His most recent book, “We Make 
a Life by What We Give,” was 
published in 2008.

q
“Our most precious resource in 

life is a wealth of wisdom,” Gun-
derman said. Noting that giving 
by writing checks is merely the 
transfer of wealth, he argued that 
generosity requires something 
more. “To genuinely do good and 
to enrich others’ lives requires 
wisdom,” he said. “Wisdom is 
found through conversation and, 
above all, conversations with the 
right partners. When we have 

these conversations we realize 
that a rich life — real riches in life  
— lies not in extracting as much 
as we can, but in sharing as much 
as we can.” 

Touting the value of return-
ing to the core texts in Western 
intellectual tradition, Gunderman 
recounted the Biblical parable of 
the rich fool: 

Someone out of the crowd 
said, “Teacher, order my brother 
to divide the family inheritance.” 
He replied, “Man, who made me 
a divider between you?”  Speaking 
to the people he went on: “Take 
care, protect yourself against all 
kinds of greed. A person’s life 
doesn’t consist in an abundance 
of possessions.” And he told them 
this parable: “The ground of a 
rich man produced a great crop. 
He said to himself, ‘What shall 
I do? My barn isn’t big enough 
for this harvest.’ Then he said, 
‘Here’s what I’ll do. I’ll tear down 
my barns and build bigger ones. 
Then I’ll gather in all my grain 
and goods and I’ll say to myself, 
Self, you’ve done very well. You’ve 
got it made and now you can retire. 
Eat, drink and be merry.’”

Then God arrived and said, 
“Fool, what if tonight your life 
is demanded of you? And your 
barnful of goods: Who gets it?” 
This is what happens when you 
store up things for yourself but 
are not rich toward God.

Noting that the text raises 
serious questions, Gunderman 

asked that his listeners consider 
the parable not from a religious 
standpoint, “but as people in 
pursuit of understanding about the 
important claims that greed and 
generosity make on us as human 
beings. How do we respond to 
those callings?”

The teacher had been teaching 
about the higher things — not to 
worry about possessions, not to 
worry about tomorrow — when 
the man spoke up, Gunderman 
said. Rather than being an inter-
ruption, the request contributed 
to the teaching, he said.

Citing the Platonic tenet that 
lives are made up of lower and 
higher elements, he asked, “In 
our daily lives, how often does the 
lower intrude on the higher?

“This is a gut-check question 
for you and me as human beings,” 
Gunderman said. “One of the 
greatest human liabilities and one 
of the most important sources of 
human suffering is the intrusion 
of the lower on the higher, if we 
allow the lower to dominate and 
to tyrannize the higher.”

Stories help draw people 
into the questions, making them 
inquirers, Gunderman said. 
“Nobody can tell us what envy 
or greed or jealousy can amount 
to. We have to discover it for 
ourselves,” he said.

Pointing out that the teacher 
warned not about greed, but “all 
kinds of greed,” Gunderman 
referred to the 10th command-
ment: “You shall not covet your 
neighbor’s house, your neighbor’s 
wife, servant, ox or anything that 
belongs to your neighbor.”

One definition of coveting 
is wanting more than we need, 
Gunderman said. “Coveting is the 
desire for too much — wanting 
what someone else has because 
it’s theirs.

“The teacher said a person’s life 
doesn’t consist in the abundance of 
his possessions. That cuts against 
the grain of everything I see on my 
television set — that my happiness 
is contingent on me getting that 
2009 model car. ... I thought a 
5,000-square-foot house was good 
enough; now because of my new 
neighbor, I see I need 6,500 square 
feet,” he said.

Wanting things isn’t neces-
sarily bad, “but the tendency not 
to know what’s enough can be 
profoundly dangerous,” Gunder-
man said.  

In the parable, the questioner 
is preoccupied by possessions, 
Gunderman said, noting paradoxi-
cally, “People who are preoccupied 
with the accumulation very often 
end up living lives of profound 

scarcity. …  ‘Can’t buy me love?’ 
What if John Lennon was right 
about that?”

The questions, “How much is 
enough?” and “How much is too 
much?” are profound for our time, 
Gunderman said.

Drawing upon another tradi-
tional tale, Gunderman recounted 
the story of King Midas, who 
prayed that everything he touched 
would turn to gold — with disas-
trous results when his young 
daughter was transformed into a 
lifeless gold statue. 

“This is a powerful human 
lesson,” Gunderman said. “Maybe 
we should spend less time praying 
to the heavens that our wishes be 
granted, and more time praying 
that we be protected from the 
realization of our own wishes.”

In the parable of the rich fool, 
elements of grace and good for-
tune are indicated in that the text 
says that the ground produced a 
good crop. 

“Sometimes what we enjoy 
isn’t entirely our own doing,” 
Gunderman said. The rich fool 
has more than he needs and even 
more than he can store, Gunder-
man said. The fool’s response to 
the crucial question of greed and 
generosity is to build bigger barns 
so he can hoard the wealth and use 
it to accumulate more. 

“This rich farmer doesn’t think 
of his neighbors, doesn’t give 
thanks for what he’s received,” 
Gunderman said. Noting that the 
character speaks only in the first 
person singular — I, I, I , me, me, 
me — Gunderman said the rich 
man reveals himself as “someone 
who’s living a monologue. … It’s 
a conversation with himself about 
himself. He has great wealth but 
no wisdom.

“If we take Aristotle at his word, 
without wisdom it’s impossible to 
be generous. Aristotle says you 
have to give to the right person at 
the right time in the right way for 
the right reason. It’s difficult to be 

generous. You have to understand 
the people involved. You have to 
understand the situation.” 

Gunderman offered a less 
literal interpretation for the ques-
tion, “What if tonight your life is 
demanded of you?”

“What if God isn’t requiring 
the man’s life as in ‘You’re going 
to forfeit?’ What if He’s requiring 
it as in ‘What life have you chosen 
for yourself?’”

The fool fails to see what life 
is about. “He has a shortsighted 
and superficial conception of what 
it means to be a human being,” 
Gunderman noted. “What’s a life 
made up of grains and barns and 
vaults and wealth? 

“We need to see our lives in 
light of death — that everything 
we have is a kind of loan — that 
we are not necessarily so much 
the possessors but stewards of 
what we own,” he said. “What 
would it mean to be rich toward 
God; to be rich with respect to 
the higher things?” Gunderman 
asked. “What could we live for 
that would still shine even under 
the shadow of death? … Or does 
death make everything meaning-
less?”

The idea of equating who you 
are with what you have “might 
be a damning self-criticism with 
respect to these higher things,” 
Gunderman said. “Maybe there’s 
a sharp distinction to be drawn 
between being and having.”

Gunderman clarified that 
wealth is not inherently evil, nor is 
he advocating indifference toward 
earning and saving. “But I am sug-
gesting that necessities can quickly 
become obsessions. … As the 
concern with possessing becomes 
stronger and stronger, you and I 
can become the possession of our 
possessions.”

Among the dangers, he said, 
“In building up our possessions 
and loading up with the things 
we have, we empty our lives of all 
that is real. We accumulate in one 
domain and impoverish ourselves 
in another.” 

Gunderman said it would be 
callous to be indifferent to the fact 
that people are losing their jobs 
in this time of economic turmoil. 
“On the other hand, maybe this 
business of having — having a job, 
having a salary, having a house 
and car — maybe that’s ultimately 
less important than this question 
of being. Maybe we want our 
generosity to spring less from an 
imbalance in terms of what we 
have than an imbalance in terms 
of who we are.

“It doesn’t matter how much 
wealth we have; we can’t be gen-
erous unless we’re also wise and 
unless we understand what we’re 
giving, to whom we’re giving, 
when we’re giving and, above all, 
why we’re giving.”   
—Kimberly K. Barlow            n

Speaker stresses importance of generosity

Richard Gunderman

The Carrillo Street Steam 
Plant, a joint project of Pitt and 
UPMC, was named a three-star 
winner of the Enviro-Star Awards 
by the Allegheny County Health 
Department. The award was cre-
ated in 1997 to honor pollution 
prevention practices of businesses 
and organizations in the county.

“Three-star rankings are 
reserved for businesses and orga-
nizations that have gone above 
and beyond what is expected of 
them, regardless of monetary 
investment,” department officials 

stated.
Using new emission control 

technology, the steam plant has 
lowered mono-nitrogen oxide 
emissions to 9 parts per million 
and reduced carbon dioxide emis-
sions by 46 percent as compared 
to emissions from the Bellefield 
Boiler Plant.

The health department also 
praised Pitt for its energy con-
servation efforts through lighting 
upgrades, sensors and automated 
temperature controls, as well as for 
its recycling efforts.                  n

Pitt steam plant wins award 

Editor’s note: Due to space con-
straints, this story was held over from 
the Feb. 5 issue of the University 
Times.

C
ou

rt
es

y 
of

 In
di

an
a 

U
ni

ve
rs

ity



FEBRUARY 19, 2009

7

R E A C H

The Bradford branch of the 
American Association of Uni-
versity Women (AAUW) has 
endowed a scholarship at Pitt-
Bradford.

The $6,000 gift made by 
the group has been matched by 
the Agnes L. and Lewis Lyle 
Thomas Scholarship Challenge.

The scholarship will be 
awarded to a local student who 
refl ects the values and mission 
promoted by the Bradford branch 
of the AAUW.  First preference 
will be given to a Bradford Area 
High School student, then to a 
student attending a high school 
in McKean County. 

The matching pledge from 
the Thomas Scholarship Chal-
lenge, which was made possible 
by a $1 million gift from Agnes 
L. Thomas, ensures perpetual 
funding of the scholarship and 
provides added visibility for the 
organization while strengthening 
its relationship with Pitt-Brad-
ford. The branch will continue to 
fund a local AAUW scholarship 
for students related to an active 
member of the Bradford branch.

For information on the schol-
arship or the Thomas Scholarship 
Challenge, contact the UPB Offi ce 
of Institutional Advancement at 
814/362-5091.                          n

Bradford AAUW funds UPB scholarship

It’s easy to discover Terry Lane’s 
passion. A temporary staffer 
at Pitt, Lane has been in her 

administrative support position at 
the Katz Graduate School of Busi-
ness only for a few weeks, but her 
offi ce space already shows where 
her heart is.

Intermingled with family 
photos are pictures of children she 
sponsors through several aid orga-
nizations: Ranging in age from 
infancy to 10, they include girls 
in Appalachia, Mexico, Bolivia and 
Guatemala, a baby in Chile and the 
newest, a 6-year-old boy who lives 
in a remote Bolivian village.

Posted on her desk and nearby 
are fl yers describing other chil-
dren who need sponsors. 

In addition to sponsoring indi-
vidual children and encouraging 
others to do the same, Lane is col-
lecting coloring books and cray-
ons as well as children’s books in 
English and Spanish that she will 
send to nonprofi t organizations 
serving children in Appalachia, on 
Native American reservations and 
in inner-city communities in the 
United States, as well as children 
in Central and South America, 
Africa, India and Asia.

Her current goal is 50 new 
sponsors and 100 sets of coloring 
books and crayons. 

Anyone interested in contrib-
uting items should drop them 
off at 278 Mervis Hall or contact 
Lane at teresalane@yahoo.com 

for details about sending items 
directly to the nonprofi ts.

Lane said she favors smaller aid 
organizations such as Children, 
Incorporated (www.childrenin-
corporated.org) and Child Aid 
(www.child-aid.org), “ones where 
I can get a more personal involve-
ment” in learning about her 
sponsored children’s individual 
needs and in interacting with the 
groups’ staff. 

While she’s not shy about her 
passion for helping children, “I 
don’t push,” she said, respecting 
that others have their own passions 
for other causes. 

Lane said she’s acted on her 
concern for others since she was 
a teenager, attempting to smooth 
relations in her high school when 
busing caused tension among stu-
dents, and later connecting with 
Amnesty International. 

Over the years, she’s sup-
ported numerous causes rang-
ing from humanitarian issues to 
those involving animals and the 
environment. Lane said her main 
focus remains on children, with 
an emphasis on literacy, libraries 
and schools.

For several years she operated 
a web site that connected small 
groups’ humanitarian projects 
directly with potential donors or 
volunteers. Those efforts ranged 
from procuring books for a library 
that had lost much of its collection 
in a fl ood, to soliciting donations 

of yarn for Navajo weavers in 
Arizona, to publicizing the need 
for warm clothes and baby items 
for orphans in Kazakhstan. 

She served as a means of con-
necting needs with people rather 
than collecting items directly. 
“Donors just sent things right to 
the recipients,” she said. 

While Lane ceased operating 
her free “do-gooder” site in 2007, 
later this year she plans to launch 
a similar endeavor she will call 
mamabear.org.

Lane said that while her 
dream would be to have suffi cient 
resources to travel around the 
world to improve orphanages, 
build schools, libraries and health 
clinics and ensure the safety of 
women and children, “I’m doing 
what I can”  by encouraging people 
to join with her to help others. 

She noted that the economic 
downturn has been particularly 
difficult for aid organizations 
whose donors likewise have been 
placed in fi nancial binds.  Although 
sponsoring a child typically costs 
less than $1 a day, she suggests that 
those who feel unable to take on 
that responsibility alone consider 
pooling resources with friends 
or family members, or consider 
one-time donations.

“Everyone has the capacity for 
doing something good,” whether 

Staffer passionate about helping children

it’s for an established charity or 
a gesture as simple as taking the 
trash to the curb for an elderly 
neighbor, she said.

“I do expect everybody to do 
something nice for somebody 
else,” Lane said.
— Kimberly K. Barlow         n

Terry Lane’s passions are obvious in her Katz Graduate School of 
Business offi ce.

K
im

be
rly

 K
. B

ar
lo

w



TIMESU N I V E R S I T Y

�

Faculty honored for teaching, research
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

real-life situations.”
According to her web site, 

Cartier’s career path initially 
looked like it would take her into 
research. In college, she par-
ticipated in a number of intensive 
research projects in the fields of 
molecular genetics and biochem-
istry. Her college thesis involved 
active-site mapping of the HIV-1 
reverse transcriptase protein. Fol-
lowing college, Cartier earned 
a biochemistry master’s degree 
based on her work in virology.

But as the daughter, wife and 
sister of teachers, she said it was 
inevitable that her love of science 
eventually would be channeled 
into a career in education. In 1994, 
she entered graduate studies in 
science education. Since then, she 
has been working primarily in the 
areas of curriculum development 
and teacher professional develop-
ment in science education.

Her other duties at the School 
of Education include providing 
leadership in the development of 
new science teacher preparation 
programs; developing policies to 
support re-conceptualized doc-
toral programs in science educa-

tion; developing assessment tools 
and protocols for science program 
field supervisors, and advising 
graduate students.

q
Chuck Kinder was recognized 

by the chancellor for his 28 years 
of teaching in the Department 
of English and his commitment 
as the director of the writing 
program. 

“The number and names of 
the students whose writing you 
have helped to shape is legendary,” 
Nordenberg wrote. “Many of your 
former students singularly credit 
you for their becoming writers. 
The fact that you are sought after 
to lecture and conduct workshops 
and seminars on the craft of fiction 
writing throughout the country 
and overseas is a testament to 
the high esteem others in your 
field have for your talents. The 
University is proud to reward your 
many contributions to excellence 
in teaching with this award. On 
behalf of the many students who 
have benefited from their interac-
tions with you, let me express deep 
gratitude for your dedication and 
hard work. ”

Kinder received both a BA and 

MA in English and creative writing 
from West Virginia University, 
followed by two years of graduate 
study at Stanford University as an 
Edith Mirrillee Writing Fellow. 
He was appointed to a three-year 
position as a Jones lecturer in 
fiction at Stanford. He has been 
a writer-in-residence at the Uni-
versity of California-Davis and 
the University of Alabama. He has 
lectured at Casa delle Letterature 
and the Universita La Sopienze in 
Rome, and the Scuola Holden in 
Turino, Italy. 

Kinder’s awards include a 
National Endowment for the Arts 
Grant in Fiction, a Pennsylvania 
Council on the Arts Award in Fic-
tion and an Appalachian Heritage 
Denny C. Plattner First Place 
Award for Nonfiction.

Kinder told the University 
Times he had a “checkered past,” 
which led him into teaching. “I 
stumbled along and eventually 
stumbled into teaching. I took 
the path of least resistance. I was 
working in San Francisco and 
I applied for the job at Pitt so I 
could be close to my aging relatives 
in West Virginia to collect their 
stories before they died off. Now 
I’ve been here about 87 years,” 
he quipped.

He credits the influence of a 
Victorian Age specialist professor 
at West Virginia University as a 
model for teaching. “People would 
be surprised to know that I’m an 
expert on Matthew Arnold, and 
it’s all because of John Stasny’s 
teaching.”

As for his teaching philosophy, 
Kinder said, “To do as little harm 
as I possibly can, while encourag-
ing writers to get their creative 
juices popping and boiling. I try 
to get them to trust the ‘accidents’ 
behind the story. The perfect story 
includes a surprise, that magic 
moment when the narrative takes 
on a life of its own to not only 
the reader’s surprise, but to the 
author’s. I try to get students to 
trust that.”

Kinder said he was honored 
and thrilled to win the chancellor’s 
award. “Of course, it means I had 
to rent one of those robes and a 
hat to attend the honors convoca-
tion,” he joked.

q
Law professor and associate 

dean Michael Madison was 
honored by the chancellor for his 
commitment to training students 
to think and act like lawyers.

“Your individual efforts stand 
as an inspiring example of excel-
lence in the role of University 
teacher,” Nordenberg wrote. “You 
have taught a range of courses, 
and in each you have taken the 
approach best suited to the subject 
matter and the educational goals 
of your students. You require 
students to be active learners by 
placing them in the specific legal 
practice being studied, which 
allows them to learn the nuances 
of legal culture. You incorporate 
your scholarship into your teach-
ing, asking students to work on 
problems that are at the cutting 
edge of your field.”

Despite the significant addi-
tional work involved, the chan-
cellor continued, “you have 

employed non-traditional forms 
of assessment such as written 
memoranda that provide students 
with a realistic, feedback-driven 
experience of what lawyers actu-
ally do and give students the 
opportunity to learn from those 
experiences.”

Madison also has shared his 
method of formative feedback 
with colleagues and thus stimu-
lated their thinking about how 
they might improve their teach-
ing, Nordenberg noted.

Madison told the University 
Times, “I’m not an exuberant, 
demonstrative person, so I savored 
a brief moment for myself when 
I learned I’d won this award. It 
was an awfully nice way to begin 
the week. I called my wife, got in 
touch with my kids and a couple 
of very close friends and with the 
dean of the law school. Then I 
went to class.”

Madison said he came to his 
academic career belatedly. “I went 
to law school for the wrong reason 
— really, for no reason — then 
wandered the fields of law firm 
practice for many years before 
realizing that I really should be a 
scholar. To be a scholar, of course, 
you have to be a teacher. I taught 
my first law school class in 1997, 
and I remember coming out of the 
classroom at the end of the hour 
and thinking that this is a hell of a 
lot of fun. Maybe I was born to be 
a professor, but it took me many, 
many years to figure that out.”

Madison writes and teaches 
about information law and theory. 
His classroom subjects include 
various disciplines of intellec-
tual property law, contracts and 
commercial law and the law of 
“cyberspace,” including legal 
issues involving new technologies 
and media. 

“I’ve done a pretty good job 
of teaching using the theoretical 
models that I work with in my 
scholarship, so those two halves 
of professional life reinforce one 
another effectively,” Madison said. 
“The idea that knowledge is linked 
to discipline and practice is one 
of the core ideas that animates 
copyright, patent and trademark 
law.”

He said he focuses his teaching 
efforts on helping students learn 
how to be good attorneys, efforts 
that vary depending on whether 
the class is large or a small seminar, 
first-year or upper-level.

“The common thread is that 
the course is never only about the 
law. The course is about using the 
law and using other knowledge 
and other skills,” he said. “And 
when I grade their work, I’m 
pretty direct and sometimes pretty 
harsh. Students often don’t like 
all the criticism. It’s better to get 
stinging criticism and a low grade 
from me than biting criticism 
and a termination notice from an 
employer.”

The approach pays off in the 
end, Madison said. “Once they 
graduate and start working, my 
students tell me that my courses 
are fantastic preparation for the 
life of a practicing lawyer. My 
satisfaction comes from satisfied 
and successful alumni.”  

q

Economics professor Marla 
Ripoll was honored by Norden-
berg for engaging students in the 
study of economics by helping 
them understand how social sci-
entists interpret the world around 
them.

“You create and use concrete 
models such as ‘the Pittsburgh-
map model’ to help students frame 
their understanding of abstract 
concepts,” Nordenberg wrote. 
“You have a carefully structured 
series of writing assignments that 
are linked to lectures and class 
exercises, providing students with 
both feedback and practice so that 
they can develop their research 
skills. You have shared these suc-
cessful practices with colleagues by 
presenting in one of the Summer 
Instructional Development Insti-
tute workshops. Your outstanding 
record of teaching accomplish-
ment adds to the distinction of the 
University of Pittsburgh.”

Ripoll, who teaches both 
undergraduate and graduate 
classes, said she was drawn to 
teaching at an early age. “I’ve 
always liked to explain things 
and I like the human contact of 
the classroom,” she said. “I think 
you have to be the model of a 
curious human being. If you’re 
not curious, the students won’t 
be either.” 

Ripoll also is a core faculty 
member at the Center for Latin 
American Studies and the global 
studies program in the University 
Center for International Studies 
(UCIS). She is a member of the 
UCIS advisory committee and 
teaches in the Latin American 
studies certificate program.

Herself a native of Colombia, 
Ripoll said, “International stu-
dents are quite interested in the 
topics I teach. When I ask them 
to write a paper on an particular 
country, many of them have trav-
eled to those countries. Those 
students also add a lot to the classes 
from their experiences.”

In 2004, Ripoll won a Tina 
and David Bellet Arts and Sci-
ences Teaching Excellence Award. 
She also serves on the Provost’s 
Advisory Council on Instructional 
Excellence.

“Winning the chancellor’s 
award was an unexpected surprise. 
I know it’s a hard award to get,” 
Ripoll told the University Times. 
“Whether I won the award or not, 
I did find that I enjoyed writing 
my dossier because it caused me 
to reflect on what I’m doing now 
regarding teaching. After win-
ning the Bellet, I looked again 
at my research focus, which at 
that time had been on develop-
ing countries, poor countries. I 
started re-formulating topics in 
my Topics in Economic Growth 
and Development classes to reflect 
my new research. My Introduc-
tion to Development Economics 
sometimes is a lecture course and 
sometimes a writing course, and I 
have to adjust to that as well.”

q
Medical school professor 

Mark Roberts also holds appoint-
ments in the Graduate School of 
Public Health and the School of 
Engineering.

He is director of degree-grant-

You 
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students, faculty, alumni, and 
staff are recognized for their 
outstanding achievements and 
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in the surrounding community.
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the public without charge.
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Join Us for an Open House at 
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Now owned by the University of Pittsburgh, the University Club is 
newly restored and eager to serve as Pittsburgh’s premier location for 
weddings, banquets, and conferences. In addition, the University Club 
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As a member of the faculty and staff club, you’ll enjoy: 
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Access to the College Room lounge;

Special events tailored to faculty and staff, including live 
entertainment and holiday offerings;

Access to a rooftop terrace for special events with a tranquil 
view of Oakland; 

A state-of-the-art fitness center that includes classes in aerobics, 
Pilates, yoga, and spinning;

and much more.

Join Us for an Open House
We are excited to show you the new University Club. Please visit us on 
one of these dates for a tour of the banquet and conference center and 
the members-only faculty and staff club. Discover a new favorite haunt 
where you can get away from the bustle of Oakland while remaining 
within walking distance of your office.

Wednesday, March 25, from 9 a.m.–1 p.m.

Friday, March 27, from noon–4 p.m.

Monday, March 30, from 3–6 p.m.

For more information, call 412-648-8213, e-mail uclub@pitt.edu,
or visit www.uc.pitt.edu/facstaff.html. 

ing programs at the Institute for 
Clinical Research Education, and 
chief of the section of decision 
sciences and clinical systems mod-
eling in the Division of General 
Internal Medicine. 

“I am fundamentally one of the 
more multi-disciplinary people I 
know. In over 20 years in my own 
research I’ve tackled management 
science, decision science, eco-
nomics and currently I’m doing 
research on health care to make it 
more effi cient,” Roberts told the 
University Times.

Outside the University, he 
serves as president of the Society 
for Medical Decision Making, an 
organization of more than 1,000 
members that is dedicated to 
improving outcomes in health care 
through systematic approaches 
to clinical decision-making and 
policy formation.

Roberts was honored by 
the chancellor as “an inspiring 
example of excellence in the role 
of University teacher. Your abil-
ity to motivate your students is 
noteworthy, as is your dedication 
to advising master’s and PhD-level 
students in clinical research and 
in industrial engineering. The 
clinical research courses that you 
have developed and continue 
to teach serve to strengthen the 
degree-granting programs within 
the Institute for Clinical Research 
Education. Your efforts do honor 

to the title of ‘teacher.’ The Uni-
versity is proud to reward your 
many contributions by granting 
you its highest teaching award.”

“I was really pleased to win this 
award, but I think this is really an 
award for our program. There 
are so many great people and in 
particular, great students. That 
combination helped,” Roberts 
said.

He maintained that teaching 
was in his blood, as both his father 
and brother became university 
professors. “I’ve been teach-
ing as long as I can remember, 
going back to my undergraduate 
days as a TA,” Roberts said. “I 
believe that to really understand 
something you have to be able to 
teach it, and the understanding 
is far deeper when you can teach 
it. My personal view is that there 
are ways to help teachers improve, 
but there’s something about the 
personality of a good teacher that 
is inborn.”

The wide-ranging interests of 
his students, Roberts said, makes 
teaching all the more enjoyable.

“It’s always good to get people 
from different disciplines in the 
same room. When I teach clinical 
and research methodology there 
are common attributes, because 
I’m teaching what they’re going to 
be doing for the rest of their lives 
regardless of discipline. Naturally, 
there’s a built-in interest there for 

students and junior investigators 
who are learning clinical research 
techniques. They’re motivated 
because this will be their life’s 
work.”

Chancellor’s Distinguished 
Research Award

A selection committee, chaired 
by George Klinzing, vice provost 
for research, recommended the 
winners after reviewing support-
ing materials.

q
Senior scholar Jennifer Gran-

dis has received wide scientifi c 
acclaim and support for her work, 
Nordenberg noted in his letter to 
Grandis.

“Your remarkable contribu-
tions to cancer research have been 
recognized by the recent award-
ing of the prestigious American 
Cancer Society Clinical Profes-
sorship for 2008-2013,” Norden-
berg wrote. “You have been the 
fi rst individual at the University 
of Pittsburgh to achieve this 
award and are the only woman 
surgeon to have been so honored. 
Through your academic leader-
ship and accomplishments in 
cancer research, you have brought 
remarkable recognition to the 
University of Pittsburgh.”

A report in the journal Nature 
in 2008 showed that Grandis 
ranked 11th overall nationally 
in National Institutes of Health 

funding, the chancellor added. 
A study led by Grandis was the 

fi rst to show that the expression of 
a protein called STAT1 may play 
a vital role in preventing head 
and neck tumor growth. STAT1 
belongs to a family of proteins 
called signal transducers and acti-
vators of transcription that have 
been linked to tumor progression 
in many cancers.

“Your research has contributed 
greatly to the development of new 
targeted therapies for patients 
with head and neck cancer,” Nor-
denberg wrote. “You were among 
the fi rst to report the biological 
basis of enhanced growth of 
these tumors, and new effective 
drugs have been developed based 
upon the inhibition of this cancer 
growth mechanism.”

Grandis told the University 
Times, “I was stunned and pleased 
when I learned I’d won this award. 
I wasn’t expecting it. It’s a big Uni-
versity and in the medical school 
there is a lot of great research 
going on.”

Grandis said she gravitated 
toward research because of the 
devastating effects that cancer has 
on patients. 

“I went to medical school to 
take care of patients,” she said. “I 
was inspired to go into research 
when I realized during my clini-
cal experience that head and neck 
cancers were particular cancers for 
which patients pay a high price: 
They sometimes become dysfunc-
tional, have trouble swallowing, 
have difficulty with speaking 
language and very often they are 
not cured. So I realized we needed 
to understand the biology behind 
these cancers and that’s what my 

research has been after.”
q

The medical school’s Angela 
Gronenborn is a structural biolo-
gist whose research is aimed at 
uncovering the structural basis of 
cellular interactions.

“You are a pioneer in the elu-
cidation of protein structure, and 
have spearheaded the application 
of nuclear magnetic resonance to 
determine the three-dimensional 
structures of large proteins and 
protein complexes in solution,” 
Nordenberg wrote. “Recently, 
you have applied these approaches 
to the study of HIV, how its gene 
regulation program gives rise to 
its pathogenesis and how rational 
interventions could lead to control 
of HIV infections. The investiga-
tive methods that you developed 
to further your research are now 
used in academic and industrial 
laboratories throughout the world 
— and have been used by other 
scientists to conduct ground-
breaking research.”

Nordenberg noted that 
Gronenborn has published more 
than 350 peer-reviewed articles, 
organized numerous international 
conferences and been recognized 
as a fellow of the Royal Society 
of Chemistry in London and a 
fellow of the International Society 
of Magnetic Resonance. In 2007, 
she was elected to the National 
Academy of Sciences.

“You have achieved national 
and international eminence as an 
outstanding scholar in your fi eld,” 
the chancellor wrote.

Senior scholar Gronenborn 
expressed gratitude to colleagues 
and friends who nominated and 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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supported her for this award. “It 
is an honor and a privilege to be 
recognized ‘at home,’” she said. 
“Whatever I may have accom-
plished over the years is as much 
the result of efforts by the people 
with whom I have worked as my 
own. I am fortunate to have spent 
my past and present with some of 
the most dedicated, hardwork-
ing, interesting and smart people 
engaged in scientific research, 
and people in my group as well 
as my scientific collaborators and 
peers provide the lifeblood for 
my work.”

While she works with nuclear 
magnetic resonance and other 
sophisticated equipment, Gronen-
born said, “Science is advanced by 
people, through their intellectual 
creativity, curiosity, wisdom, expe-
rience and talent. It may be dif-
ficult to accurately quantify these 
human qualities and their impact 
on me as a person [but] I have been 
fortunate to have worked in insti-
tutions and with people who cher-
ish risk and imagination. Nobody 
ever stopped me from trying out 
new ideas, even if they sounded 
crazy. I am grateful that the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh allows me to 
continue on this path.”

q
Senior scholar Thomas Saaty 

of the Katz school is best known as 
the inventor and architect of the 
analytic hierarchy process (AHP), 
a decision-making framework 
used for large-scale, multi-party 
multi-criteria decision analysis 
that he later generalized in the 
form of the analytic network 
process (ANP).

Nordenberg wrote to Saaty, 
“You are considered by your 
peers to be one of the most distin-
guished contributors to operations 
research and the general field of 
decision-making. As you know, the 
ANP has been applied to a variety 
of decisions involving benefits, 
costs, opportunities and risks and 
is particularly useful in predicting 
outcomes.”

Saaty has published more than 
a dozen books on AHP and ANP. 
His nontechnical book on AHP, 
“Decision Making for Leaders,” 
has been translated into more 
than 10 languages. Currently, 
he is involved in extending 
his mathematical multi-criteria 
decision-making theory to how 
to synthesize group and societal 
influences. He also is developing 
the Super Decisions software that 
implements ANP.

The chancellor noted that 

Saaty has been recognized as a 
fellow of the American Association 
for the Advancement of Science 
and has been elected a member 
of the International Academy of 
Management and the National 
Academy of Engineering. He has 
been awarded the Gold Medal 
from the International Society of 
Multicriteria Decision Making 
as well as a 2008 Impact Prize 
from the Institute for Operations 
Research and the Management 
Sciences for the development of 
AHP.

Saaty also is a member of the 
board of advisers to Decision Lens, 
a company based on his analytic 
hierarchy process and analytic 
network process.

“My research career started 
quite differently than most acade-
micians,” Saaty told the University 
Times. “I studied mathematics in 
college in the 1950s when opera-
tions research as it is applied to 
people was a new field and I got 
interested in pursuing that appli-
cation.”

In the 1950s and ’60s, Saaty 
worked for a number of U.S. gov-
ernment agencies and companies 
doing government-sponsored 
research. His employers included 
the Operations Evaluation Group 
at the Pentagon, the Office of 
Naval Research and the Arms 
Control and Disarmament Agency 
at the U.S. State Department 
during the Kennedy administra-
tion. “I was able to observe game-
theorists and economists and 
others try to negotiate, and I got 
insights into the process,” which 
greatly informed his research, he 
said. “I’m just grateful in my life to 
work with such good people.”

Prior to coming to Pitt, Saaty 
was a professor at Penn’s Whar-
ton School, 1969-79, where he 
first brought his decision-making 
frameworks to the classroom. 

“I’m 82 years old and I’m not so 
taken with awards any more — not 
that I don’t appreciate this award. 
I’ve been developing ideas over so 
many years, so it’s more that it’s all 
in a day’s work,” Saaty said.

q
Junior scholar Judith Klein-

Seetharaman was praised by 
Nordenberg as “a world leader 
in rhodopsin research, [who] 
has played an integral role in the 
development of the field, along 
with contributing significantly 
to the challenging problem of 
protein folding.”

Rhodopsin is a pigment of the 
retina that is responsible for the 

formation of photo-receptor cells 
and the first events in the percep-
tion of light.

“You have an unusual gift for 
doing both theory and experi-
mental work in your research,” 
the chancellor wrote. “You have 
chosen exciting research problems 
such as the exploring of NMR 
studies for complex membrane 
proteins. It is remarkable that you 
have managed to integrate work 
in disparate areas of research at 
multiple institutions with creativ-
ity, enthusiasm, scientific depth 
and broadness. Your productivity 
has been stellar.”

Klein-Seetharaman has served 
as a speaker or session chair at 
numerous retinal conferences and 
has received speaking invitations 
from around the world, including 
Germany, Japan and Spain. She 
has been awarded the National 
Science Foundation’s Career 
Award, the Sofya Kovalevskaya 
Prize from the Alexander von 
Humboldt Foundation and the 
Margaret Oakley Dayhoff Award 
from the Biophysical Society, 
which is given to “a woman who 
holds very high promise of achiev-
ing prominence while developing 
the early stages of a career.”

Klein-Seetharaman also 
received a Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation Award for her 
proposal titled “Identification of 
New Drug Targets by Linking 
HIV Function to Protein Interac-
tion Pathways.”

Klein-Seetharaman told the 
University Times, “I was very 
happy to win this award. It was 
quite unexpected. I was traveling 
and one of my students got in 
touch with me to say I had a letter 
from the chancellor. I said, ‘You’d 
better open it!’ I couldn’t imagine 
what it was.”

Klein-Seetharaman’s research 
on rhodopsin had its roots when 
she was an undergraduate at Impe-
rial College in London studying 
photosynthesis, she said. “Later,  it 
was the subject of my PhD thesis 
and I’ve been working on it ever 
since.”

Klein-Seetharaman’s research 
focuses on membrane receptors, 
particularly the G protein coupled 
receptor rhodopsin, the visual 
pigment in the eye, she said. Rho-
dopsin is one of the genetic causes 
for a retinal degeneration disease, 
Retinitis pigmentosa. Misfolding 
of rhodopsin is a demonstrated 
cause for the disease, but it has 
been difficult to explain the vari-
ability in symptoms and onset of 

the disease seen in patients with 
different mutations.

“We try to address questions 
related to membrane receptors 
from a molecular and structural 
perspective using an interdisci-
plinary combination of molecular 
biology, biochemistry, biophysics, 
structural biology and computa-
tional biology. We are particularly 
interested in membrane receptor 
folding/misfolding, their con-
formational changes and their 
interactions,” she said.

q
Kazunori Koide was honored 

as a junior scholar for his research 
in organic synthesis of natural 
products, new synthetic methods, 
diversity-oriented synthesis and 
organic fluorescent sensors.

Nordenberg noted that Koide 
is a recipient of the Pitt Innovator 
Award, the Thieme Chemistry 
Journals Award and the Merck 
Fellowship of the Cancer Research 
Fund of the Damon Runyon-
Walter Winchell Foundation, 
as well as the Naito Foundation 
Fellowship. He has received grants 
from the National Science Foun-
dation and the National Institutes 
of Health.

“You have put together a 
vibrant research program in 
two different areas of chemical 
research in just a few short years,” 
Nordenberg wrote. “You have 
contributed in important ways to 
research aimed at the total synthe-
sis of anticancer natural products 
and in the area of chemical sensors. 
This work has garnered recogni-
tion and considerable attention 
in both the scientific literature 
and the lay press. Your research 
also provides prime opportuni-
ties for commercialization, and 
the University has signed license 
agreements for your technologies 
in both areas of research.”

Koide told the University 

Times, “Usually when I get [an 
official] letter, like for a grant 
application, it means it’s been 
rejected. Usually if it’s accepted, 
you get a phone call. So I was 
very surprised when I opened the 
chancellor’s letter to find I had 
won this award.”

Koide said his interest in anti-
cancer therapies began in child-
hood. “I’ve always been interested 
in the cure for cancer,” he said. 
“I lost my father to cancer about 
30 years ago when I was 9, and I 
was wondering why the doctors 
couldn’t do anything.”

Koide and his collaborators 
have spent much of the last decade 
developing an anticancer molecule 
he named meayamycin, a micro-
scopic byproduct of bacteria.

His research focus on chemical 
sensors that detect toxic species 
was more serendipitous, Koide 
said. He happened to be stand-
ing near an undergraduate who 
was running a reaction test, when 
a fluoro-genic solution glowed 
bright green after it came in con-
tact with the poisonous forms of 
palladium and platinum.

Normally, detecting and root-
ing out those toxins requires 
removal of other metals and 
impurities prior to testing. Koide’s 
fluorescent probe technique 
provides an easy and inexpensive 
alternative. “I could see the com-
mercial application of this right 
away,” he said.

Nordenberg wrote, “Your 
research has been described by 
your peers as “courageous, inno-
vative and inspirational.” Your 
colleagues go on to say that “while 
many with his background would 
take comfort in staying close to 
their PhD training, Dr. Koide has 
ventured into new areas of chem-
istry and has been very successful 
in doing so.”
—Peter Hart                          n

Faculty honored for teaching, research
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

University Honors College senior Katherine M. MacCord, an 
anthropology major with a minor in German, has been named a 
Gates Cambridge Scholar.

MacCord, who also is pursuing a certificate in conceptual 
foundations of medicine through the Department of History and 
Philosophy of Science, is the first Pitt student to receive the Gates 
Cambridge Scholarship since it was established in 2000 through the 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation..Scholarships are awarded on 
the basis of a person’s intellectual ability, leadership capacity and 
desire to make contributions to society worldwide by providing 
service to communities and improving the lives of others.

MacCord was one of 37 U.S. students selected to receive the 
award. 

She is completing a Bachelor of Philosophy in the Honors 
College. She has been accepted into the Department of Biological 
Anthropology at Cambridge’s Churchill College, where she will 
pursue a Master of Philosophy in human evolutionary studies. Her 
two main areas of interest are environmental influences on growth 
and development as well as evolutionary theory, mechanisms and 
process.

MacCord also plans to continue her research in juvenile osteology 
in the Duckworth Laboratory at Cambridge, where she will work 
on the complex effects of disease, malnutrition and environment 
on skeletal growth.

Other awards she has received include the Chancellor’s Under-
graduate Research Fellowship, a Brackenridge Fellowship, the 
Chancellor’s Undergraduate Teaching Fellowship and a University 
Honors College research grant, all in 2007; a United States Steel 
Foundation Undergraduate Research Award, a Berner Fellowship 
and an International Studies Fund Grant, all in the summer of 
2008, and a Berner Fellowship for the 2008-09 school year.          n

Senior named Pitt’s
first Gates scholar
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Distrust 
impacts blacks’ 
participation 
in research

Distrust toward medicine 
and research plays a significant 
role in African-Americans’ lack 
of participation in clinical trials, 
according to a study by research-
ers at Children’s Hospital and the 
Graduate School of Public Health 
(GSPH) that appears in the Febru-
ary issue of Archives of Pediatrics 
& Adolescent Medicine.

The researchers found that 
children’s enrollment in clini-
cal research studies depends on 
parental attitudes, beliefs and 
expectations.

In a research survey of 140 
African-American and 50 white 
parents of Children’s Hospital 
patients, African-American par-
ents were twice as likely to be 
distrusting of medical research as 
white parents. 

Education level also was asso-
ciated with distrust, with high 
distrust scores among 74 percent 
of those with less than a high 
school education vs. 44 percent 
of college graduates. However, 
race remained associated with 
higher levels of distrust even after 
the researchers controlled for 
education, with African-American 
parents being two times more 
likely to distrust compared with 
white parents.

This study was conducted by 
Children’s Hospital pediatrician 
and School of Medicine pediatrics 
professor Kumaravel Rajakumar 
in collaboration with Stephen 
Thomas, the Philip Hallen 
Professor of Community Health 
and Social Justice and director of 
the Center for Minority Health 
at GSPH.

Rajakumar said, “Parental 
distrust toward medicine and 
research can be a barrier for 
enrollment of children in clinical 
research studies. The higher levels 
of distrust among African-Ameri-
can parents can mean that they are 
less likely to enroll their children 
in clinical trials, which can have 
profound implications for elimi-
nating racial and ethnic health 
disparities, as it impacts the extent 
to which research findings can be 
applied to the general population 
including minorities.

“Our study also found that 
financial and other incentives 
would only be moderately effec-
tive in increasing participation. 
As a medical community, we 
need to develop better strategies 
for overcoming the distrust of 
African-American parents to help 
achieve adequate participation 
of African-American children in 
clinical research.”

Thomas said, “Race matters. 
It is important for the biomedical 
research community to acknowl-
edge that African-American 
distrust toward medicine and 
research is not irrational; on the 
contrary, it reflects the legitimate 
discontent of far too many black 
families who experience racial 
discrimination when seeking 
medical care, along with the clear 
and convincing evidence of racial 
disparities in their health status 
compared with whites’. The 
experience of discrimination is 
not limited to one individual or 
one generation but is passed on 
through word of mouth, keeping 
alive the cultural memory of how 

medical science was used to justify 
the racial inferiority of African 
Americans.”

The authors concluded that 
the use of culturally appropriate 
recruitment materials and using 
research assistants with similar 
racial and cultural backgrounds 
as the subject population can help 
provide accurate information and 
quell parental distrust toward 
clinical research.

Additionally, the establishment 
of community research advisory 
boards, which provide feedback 
at all stages of a research study, 
as has been done in Pittsburgh, 
is another means to ensure that 
minority community members 
participate and disseminate infor-
mation about studies while pro-
tecting the interests of research 
subjects and potentially reducing 
distrust. 

variants. They found that a 
strong genetic association did not 
guarantee they could accurately 
discriminate between actual dis-
ease cases and controls in both 
mathematical models and real-
world examples.

Part of the problem may be a 
statistical one. To provide mean-
ingful insights, a test for disease 
risk needs to identify positive cases 
accurately and provide a low false 
positive rate. One of the challenges 
with current approaches to genetic 
testing is that they are based on 
a very small number of common 
variants, “making it likely that you 
will identify people as high risk 
who may not be at risk at all,” said 
Weeks. “With such a small pool of 
variants, it’s difficult to develop a 
very meaningful test for predicting 
disease risk.” 

In addition, he said, few health 
care providers have adequate 
genetics training to make sense 
of the risk calculations now com-
mercially offered and to advise 
their patients accordingly. 

Weeks suggests the need for 
longitudinal studies to define 
true risk and to understand how 
genetic susceptibility may interact 
with known environmental and 
lifestyle risk factors.

“With more study, our hope 
is that genetic testing will benefit 
people and encourage positive 
lifestyle changes and guide clini-
cal decisions. In the meantime, 
we need to take a step back and 
proceed with caution and allow 
the insights gained from these new 
association findings to be used to 
explore the basic biological causes 
of disease,” he said.  

Pitt co-authors were Yvette 
Conley, faculty member in the 
School of Nursing, Robert 
E. Ferrell, faculty member in 
GSPH, and Johanna Jakobsdot-

tir, graduate student in biostatis-
tics and human genetics.

The study was supported by 
the National Eye Institute at the 
National Institutes of Health, The 
Steinbach Foundation, Research 
to Prevent Blindness, the Eye and 
Ear Foundation of Pittsburgh, 
the American Health Assistance 
Foundation and the Jules Stein 
Eye Institute. 

drug coverage provided by a large 
Pennsylvania insurer in 2006. 
One group was covered through 
more generous employer-spon-
sored plans with full coverage in 
the “doughnut hole.” The other 
was covered through Medicare 
Advantage prescription drug plans 
(MA-PD) with no “doughnut 
hole” drug coverage or generic 
coverage only.

They found that one in four 
MA-PD enrollees reached the 
“doughnut hole,” but only one in 
20 of that subset went on to reach 
the catastrophic phase of coverage 
— when annual drug spending 
reached $5,100 and Part D cover-
age of drugs resumed.

In addition, Medicare benefi-
ciaries who lacked coverage in the 
“doughnut hole” reduced their 
monthly prescriptions by 14 per-
cent per month once they entered 
the “doughnut hole.” Those with 
generic coverage in the “doughnut 
hole” decreased their monthly 
prescriptions by only 3 percent, 
and those who were enrolled in 
employer-based plans had no 
changes in monthly prescriptions 
when they reached the “doughnut 
hole” spending level.

The University Times 
Research Notes column aims 
to inform readers about fund-
ing awarded to Pitt research-
ers and to report briefly on 
findings arising from Univer-
sity research. 

We welcome submissions 
from all areas of the Univer-
sity. Submit information via 
email to: utimes@pitt.edu, 
by fax to 412/624-4579 or by 
campus mail to 308 Bellefield 
Hall. 

For submission guide-
lines, visit www.umc.pitt.
edu/utimes/deadlines.html 
online.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

“Doughnut 
hole” gap 
impacts 
seniors’ Rx use

Medicare Part D enrollees 
who reached a gap in health care 
coverage known as the “doughnut 
hole” were much less likely to use 
prescription drugs than those with 
an employer-based plan, accord-
ing to a GSPH study. The findings, 
published in the Feb. 3 online issue 
of Health Affairs, raise concerns 
about health consequences and 
increased costs from hospitaliza-
tions and physician visits that may 
arise from lack of coverage.

To protect seniors, the authors 
suggest a change in policy that 
would mandate the coverage of 
generic drugs in the “doughnut 
hole” through a modest increase 
in initial prescription co-pays.

Medicare Part D, which offers 
prescription drug coverage for 
Medicare beneficiaries, took 
effect in January 2006. A contro-
versial aspect of its design is the 
“doughnut hole,” a gap in cover-
age of prescription drugs that in 
2006 occurred when annual indi-
vidual drug expenditures reached 
$2,250. The purpose of the annual 
spending cap is to keep the cost 
of the program within federally 
approved limits. 

GSPH health economics 
professor Yuting Zhang and 
colleagues compared two groups 
of senior citizens with Medicare 

DNA testing 
may reveal 
little about 
disease risks

Scientists may be a long way 
off from using genetics to reliably 
gauge risks for specific diseases, 
say GSPH researchers in a study 
published Feb. 5 in the online 
journal PLoS Genetics. Yet, 
many companies currently offer 
personalized genetic testing for 
diseases like cancer, heart disease 
and diabetes, and tout the ability 
of DNA testing to predict future 
health risks. 

Daniel E. Weeks, senior 
author and professor of human 
genetics and biostatistics at 
GSPH, said: “The rapid discovery 
of new genetic risk factors is giving 
us vitally important insights into 
human health, but a strong asso-
ciation between these factors and 
disease risk may not reliably pre-
dict which health issues a specific 
individual will face in the future. 
Our study indicates that even 
though we can paint a picture of 
our genetic makeup with current 
tests, this may not be enough to 
help us understand our individual 
risk for disease.”

The study focused on single 
nucleotide polymorphisms, or 
SNPs — variations in short DNA 
sequences that have been linked to 
the presence of particular diseases, 
and that exist in the millions in 
the human genome. A number 
of companies currently offer indi-
vidualized estimates for disease 
risks based on genome-wide SNP 
genotyping. These tests typically 
scan 500,000 to 1 million SNPs, 
searching for only a handful asso-
ciated with a specific disease. 

Weeks and colleagues focused 
their study on age-related macular 
degeneration, type 2 diabetes, 
prostate cancer, cardiovascular 
disease and Crohn’s disease 
— conditions for which there 
are strongly associated genetic 
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Chemistry professor Lil-
lian Chong has 
been selected 
to receive a 
National Sci-
ence Founda-
tion CAREER 
award based on 
her proposal 
entitled “Flex-
ibility vs. Preorganization: Atom-
istic Simulations of Partner Rec-
ognition by Natively Unfolded 
Peptides.”

The faculty early career devel-
opment (CAREER) program 
offers NSF’s most prestigious 
awards in support of junior faculty 
who exemplify the role of teacher-
scholars through outstanding 
research, excellent education and 
the integration of education and 
research. 

The central goal of Chong’s 
research is to use theory and simu-
lation to understand how proteins 
fold, bind their partners and cata-
lyze reactions, with an emphasis on 
how malfunctions at the molecular 
level can be linked to clinical data 
for various diseases. 

Faculty in the Graduate School 
of Public Health (GSPH) recently 
were recognized with awards or 
accolades.

• Donald S. Burke, dean of 
GSPH and UPMC-Jonas Salk 
Chair of Global Health, was fea-
tured in a series of videos produced 
by the Military Health System to 
document the work of military 
medical pioneers.

In the videos, Burke discusses 
how his experience studying 
infectious diseases in the U.S. 
Army helped shape his philosophy 
that infectious disease outbreak 
research should move away from 
surveillance and response and 
toward prediction and prevention. 
The videos can be viewed at www.
health.mil/MediaRoom/default.
aspx?id=396&category=4.

• Burke, along with Bernard 
Goldstein, professor in the 
Department of Environmental 
and Occupational Health and 
former GSPH dean, and Judith 
Lave, chair of the Department of 
Health Policy and Management, 
were designated national associ-
ates of the National Research 

Council of the National Acad-
emies in honor of their service to 
the National Research Council in 
its role as adviser to the nation on 
science, engineering and health.

• Linda Frank, principal 
investigator and project director 
of the Pennsylvania and Mid-
Atlantic AIDS Education and 
Training Center, has received the 
Frank Lamendola Achievement 
Award for Nursing Leadership in 
HIV Care from the Association of 
Nurses in AIDS Care.

As a nursing professional who 
combines clinical practice with 
leadership in policy, education, 
professional services and scholarly 
activities, Frank was recognized 
for bringing vision, administrative 
abilities and commitment to the 
nursing profession. Frank is an 
assistant professor in the Depart-
ment of Infectious Diseases and 
Microbiology.

• Elizabeth Gettig, associate 
professor in the Department of 
Human Genetics, received the 
Marjorie Guthrie Award from 
the Huntington’s Disease Society 
of America in recognition of her 
service to the Huntington’s disease 
community. 

The award is named in honor 
of Marjorie Guthrie, wife of 
Woody Guthrie and an advocate 
of research and funding for the 
disease.

 
Kenneth Jordan, Distin-

guished Professor of Computa-
tional Chemistry and director 
of the Center 
for Molecular 
and Materials 
Simulations, has 
been named a 
fellow of the 
Royal Society of 
Chemistry, the 
largest organi-
zation in Europe 
for advancing the chemical sci-
ences.

Jordan’s research is engaged 
in theoretical and experimen-
tal studies of the properties of 
molecules and clusters, of reac-
tion at surfaces, of electron and 
proton localization and transfer in 
polyatomic molecules and water-
clusters, and of the properties of 
biomolecules. 

 
Pitt trustee and engineering 

alumnus John A. Swanson has 
been named to the National 
Academy of Engineering (NAE), 
among the highest professional 
distinctions an engineer can 
receive. He was one of 65 new 
members and nine foreign associ-
ates elected to the academy Feb. 6 
for contributions to and innova-
tions in engineering.

The academy recognized 
Swanson for his development of 
the ANSYS program, a general-
purpose finite-element software 
code used in engineering design 
worldwide to predict how product 
designs will behave in manufactur-
ing and real-work environments. 
The program is used in various 
fields employing computer-aided 
engineering, including the aero-
space, automotive, biomedical, 
manufacturing and electronics 
industries.

Swanson founded ANSYS, 
Inc., in 1970. The company 
— which designs, develops, mar-
kets and supports engineering 
simulation technology — now has 
1,400 employees and distributes 

products through a network of 
business partners in more than 
40 countries.

Swanson was elected to Pitt’s 
Board of Trustees in 2006. In 2002, 
he was inducted into the Cathe-
dral of Learning Society, which 
recognizes individuals who have 
donated $1 million or more to the 
University. In 1998, he received 
the School of Engineering’s Dis-
tinguished Alumnus Award.

In 2007, Pitt renamed its 
engineering school the John A. 
Swanson School of Engineering 
in recognition of the largest gift 
by an individual donor in Pitt’s 
history — $41.3 million.

Swanson’s gifts to Pitt over the 
years have helped create the John 
A. Swanson Institute for Techni-
cal Excellence, which houses 
the John A. Swanson Center 
for Micro and Nano Systems; 
the John A. Swanson Center for 
Product Innovation, and the RFID 

(radio frequency identification) 
Center of Excellence. He also has 
established the John A. Swanson 
Embedded Computing Labora-
tory in Computer Engineering.

Swanson received his PhD in 
applied mechanics from Pitt in 
1966. He received his master’s and 
bachelor’s degrees in mechani-
cal engineering from Cornell 
University in 1963 and 1962, 
respectively.

With his election, Swanson 
joins three Pitt professors who 
also are members of the National 
Academy of Engineering: Bernard 
Cohen, emeritus professor of 
physics and astronomy, elected in 
2003; Thomas Saaty, University 
Professor of Business Administra-
tion and winner of a 2009 Chan-
cellor’s Award for Distinguished 
Research, elected in 2005, and 
Savio Woo, University Profes-
sor of Bioengineering, elected 
in 1994.                                 n
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The researchers also found that 
Medicare beneficiaries with diabe-
tes were more likely to reach the 
“doughnut hole” than those with 
hypertension, and they reached 
it sooner. Those with more than 
one chronic illness also were much 
more likely to reach the “doughnut 
hole” — 34 percent with both 
hypertension and diabetes reached 
it, and 61 percent of those with 
hypertension, hyperlipidemia, 
congestive heart failure and dia-
betes did so.

“Our findings raise concerns 
about whether people with chronic 
illnesses who lack ‘doughnut hole’ 
coverage are able to effectively 
manage their conditions,” said 
Zhang. “Without needed pre-
scriptions, we could potentially 
see an increase in hospital and 
physician costs.”

To fill the gap, the researchers 
suggest mandating generic drug 
coverage in the “doughnut hole” 
and offsetting government costs 
by allowing plans to assess larger 
co-pays on prescription drugs 
prior to entering the “doughnut 
hole.” 

Increasing the current initial 
25 percent co-pay by 6-9 percent-
age points, they suggest, would 
finance generic drug coverage in 
the “doughnut hole” with up to a 

$10 co-pay for each monthly pre-
scription, thus providing needed 
protection to seniors who would 
otherwise face a gap in coverage.

Pitt co-authors of the study 
were Judith Lave and Julie 
Donohue of the Department of 
Health Policy and Management.

Payroll has set up a tax hotline for questions about W-2 and 
1042S tax forms. The hotline, 412/624-8070 (option 9), will be in 
effect through April 15, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. weekdays. Inquiries also can 
be submitted online at www.bc.pitt.edu/payroll/inquiries.html.

Questions regarding form 1099 should be directed to Payment 
Processing at 412/648-7845.

Questions regarding form 1098T (tuition payment statement) 
should be directed to 877/467-3821. Information regarding form 
1098T also can be found at www.1098T.com/. 

A sample of a completed W-2 form is available at www.bc.pitt.
edu/payroll, along with links to other tax-related resources.

Local wage information provided in box 18 of the W-2 relates 
to residents of municipalities where Pitt is required to withhold 
local taxes. All other employees should follow the guidelines from 
their local municipality.

Officials said that all W-2 forms were mailed to employees by Jan. 
31.                                                                                                 n

Pitt tax hotline set up

GSPH research 
funded

Two GSPH faculty members 
recently were awarded funding for 
their research.

• Jessica Griffin Burke of 
the Department of Behavioral 
and Community Health Sci-
ences received $203,000 from 
the National Institute on Drug 
Abuse for her study on patterns of 
substance use among HIV positive 
and negative men.

• Yue Chen of the Depart-
ment of Infectious Diseases and 
Microbiology received a Grand 
Challenge Exploration Grant 
of $100,000 from the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation to 
develop an oral vaccine against 
HIV using Clostridium per-
fringens bacteria as a delivery 
strategy. 

The proposed vaccine strategy 
appears promising due to its safety, 
low production cost and ease of 
administration.                         n
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William I. Cohen

Randi Kaye Daimon Koeske
Randi Kaye Daimon Koeske, 

a psychology professor at Pitt-
Greensburg, died Jan. 31, 2009, 
of complications from cancer. 
She was 59.

A memorial service is set for 
4 p.m. March 2 in UPG’s Mary 
Lou Campana Chapel and Lecture 
Center.  

Koeske held research and 
teaching positions at Pitt before 
joining the UPG faculty in 1989. 
She became an associate professor 
there in 1993.

In Oakland, Koeske was an 
instructor in Pitt’s School of Gen-
eral Studies from 1973 to 1988. 
She was an associate research pro-
fessor in the School of Social Work 
(1974-75), a research associate in 
the Graduate School of Business 
(1976-77) and a post-doctoral 
consultant and research associate 
at the Learning Research and 
Development Center (1980). 

She also held positions as a 
research associate and systems 
analyst for childhood obesity and 
diabetes projects in the Depart-
ment of Psychiatry (1979-1985).

Koeske authored widely cited 
classic works on the psychological 
effects of menstruation and devel-
oped guidelines for non-sexist 
research in psychology. She also 
researched the issue of burnout 
in human service professionals 

and the psychology of health and 
illness.  

In addition to her scholarly 
research, Koeske developed and 
taught numerous courses at UPG 
including courses in trauma, 
personality, human sexuality, 
gender and mental health, health 
psychology, and a capstone senior 
thesis course.

Koeske directed the annual 
UPG survey on student percep-
tions of the campus climate. She 
was a member of the UPG assess-
ment task force, which developed 
a plan to evaluate academic, 
academic support and student 
service programs on campus over 
a five-year period. She also was 
instrumental in developing the 
UPG psychology department’s 

web site.  
Koeske was named UPG’s 

outstanding faculty member of 
the year in 2002 and received the 
campus’s distinguished teach-
ing award in 2004. In 2008 she 
received UPG’s distinguished 
service award.

In Oakland, Koeske served on 
the Provost’s Advisory Committee 
on Women’s Concerns from 2001-
02 through 2003-04 and chaired 
PACWC’s faculty recruitment 
and retention subcommittee. She 
was a member of the University 
Senate ad hoc committee for the 
promotion of gender equity and 
became a member of the Senate’s 
anti-discriminatory policies com-
mittee in 2006. 

Koeske also was a member of 
the Board of Trustees affirmative 
action committee, 2004-06.

Irene Frieze, professor of psy-
chology, business administration 
and women’s studies, remembered 
Koeske as a passionate person who 
got highly involved in whatever 
she did. “Every time she was 
involved, she would take on a big 
project. That was her pattern,” 
Frieze said. 

The two met in 1972 when 
Frieze was interviewing for a fac-
ulty position at Pitt. They became 
friends as well as colleagues. They 
collaborated on several research 

William I. Cohen, professor 
of pediatrics and psychiatry, died 
of a heart attack Feb. 6, 2009, 
while inline skating with friends 
in Miami Beach. He was 62. 

A developmental-behavioral 
pediatrician in Children’s Hos-
pital’s child development unit, 
he directed the hospital’s Down 
Syndrome Center.

He also was co-director of 
the School of Medicine’s medical 
interviewing and advanced medi-
cal interviewing courses. 

Cohen earned a bachelor’s 
degree in Russian linguistics at 
the University of Rochester and a 
master’s degree in Russian litera-
ture at the University of Chicago. 
He attended medical school at the 
State University of New York-
Buffalo, graduating in 1975. He 
performed his pediatric intern-
ship, residency and fellowship 
training at Children’s Hospital of 
Pittsburgh. 

Cohen’s work with Down syn-
drome patients and their families 
was known internationally. He 
was a member of the clinical 
advisory board of the National 
Down Syndrome Society and the 
scientific advisory board for the 
Down Syndrome Research and 
Treatment Foundation. He co-
founded and was co-chair of the 
Down Syndrome Medical Interest 
Group, which established health 
care guidelines for children with 

Down syndrome.
Cohen’s work was recognized 

with many awards, including 
awards in 2004 and 2005 for out-
standing clinical care at Children’s 
Hospital. He was among the first 
School of Medicine faculty mem-
bers appointed to the Academy of 
Master Educators. 

Down Syndrome Center 
coordinator Sheila Cannon said 
Cohen was a smart and compas-
sionate man with a wide range 
of interests. He sang with the 
Renaissance City Men’s Choir and 
enjoyed opera and musical theatre. 
He loved inline skating, Cannon 
said, noting that Cohen not only 
skated with a local group but also 
traveled to inline skating events in 
Philadelphia, Barcelona and Paris. 
He was in Miami for an annual 

skating event when he died. 
Cannon became acquainted 

with Cohen 20 years ago as the 
parent of a Down syndrome child, 
and later began working with him 
at the center.

“He was a great listener,” she 
said, citing his ability to swiftly 
hone in on patients’ — and col-
leagues’— worries. “He had a way 
of genuine listening,” she said. 
“Families would remark to me that 
he made them feel as though their 
child was his only patient.” 

Listening also was a key factor 
in his teaching objectives, which 
focused on helping medical 
students learn effective doctor-
patient communication, Cannon 
said. 

Valerie L. Fulmer, the standard-
ized patient educator in the School 
of Medicine’s Advanced Clinical 
Education Center, worked closely 
with Cohen in his role as course 
director for the school’s medical 
interviewing classes. “He really 
was the driving force behind a lot 
of the communications courses we 
run,” she said. “We are going to 
have to fill his shoes somehow.”

Fulmer said Cohen was “very 
accessible” to the clinical educa-
tion staff and the standardized 
patients — professionals who 
play the role of patients enabling 
medical students to practice their 
interviewing and examination 
skills before encountering actual 

patients.
“I never felt like ‘just a staff 

member’,” Fulmer said, adding 
that the standardized patients 
respected Cohen for treating 
them as equals and making himself 
available for their questions during 
their training sessions. “To have a 
faculty member come in and share 
his perspective on the needs of the 
students and the program carried 
a lot of weight.” 

Although Cohen received 
international acclaim, he was able 
to look at people for who they 
really are, Fulmer said, by being 
generous with his thanks for the 
part the standardized patients 
played in the medical students’ 
education. “He was constantly 
bringing everybody up,” Fulmer 
said. “We really appreciate that 
he would take the time to show 
he really appreciated us.” 

Fulmer said Cohen’s enthu-
siasm for students’ learning was 
evident when he substituted for 
other faculty members in the class 
sessions in which students and 
standardized patients learned to 
interact. “He would always jump 
in to teach the students,” she said. 
“Their learning would bloom 
while he was there. Afterward he’d 
come out and tell about all the 
learning experiences the students 
had. He’d see the understand-
ing on their faces. That excited 
him.”

Family medicine professor 
Donald B. Middleton, Cohen’s co-
director in the medical interview-

ing course, commended Cohen’s 
skill in enhancing the quality of 
the program. “He knew the SPs 
by name, knew their strengths and 
weaknesses. He would counsel 
them. He brought the program 
to where it was.” 

Middleton said, “He was com-
mitted to the idea that students 
should be able to learn in a safe 
environment, without feeling 
judged. In 30 years, I must have 
heard him talk about safe teaching 
a thousand times.” 

Cohen believed in valuing 
people for who they are “and he 
actually had the academic cre-
dentials to make a difference in 
how people approach problems,” 
Middleton said, citing Cohen’s 
influence in guiding doctors on 
the management of childhood 
diseases. “His Down syndrome 
guide is the guide for clinicians,” 
Middleton said. 

“He was a world-class leader. 
He affected thousands of lives in 
a positive manner.” 

Cohen is survived by his part-
ner, Donald Arnheim; his mother, 
Ethel Cohen; a daughter, Sarah 
Cohen; a son, Benjamin Cohen, 
and a brother, Alan Cohen.

Memorial contributions may 
be made to the National Down 
Syndrome Society, New York 
(www.ndss.org), the Down Syn-
drome Research and Treatment 
Foundation (www.dsrtf.org) or the 
Down Syndrome Association of 
Pittsburgh (www.dsapgh.org). 
— Kimberly K. Barlow           n

projects prior to Koeske’s appoint-
ment at UPG and later worked 
together on University commit-
tees on gender equity and sexual 
harassment issues.

Koeske had a keen gift for 
critiquing research and pointing 
out areas of weakness. “She would 
write incredibly long critiques 
of things,” Frieze said, adding 
that while they weren’t always 
welcomed, her motivation was 
that she cared so much and the 
insights were valuable. “Her 
critical mind was very important,” 
Frieze said.

As teaching and service activi-
ties became more prominent in 
Koeske’s career, her passion again 
was evident. Frieze said the two 
would lunch together and when 
they did, Koeske always had some 
interesting teaching topic to bring 
to the table. “There was always 
some kind of new technique she 
wanted to try,” she recalled.

In her personal life, Koeske also 
was a very caring person, Frieze 
said, citing Koeske’s commitment 
to her church and service that 
ranged from counseling families 
of cancer patients to caring for the 
well-being of elderly Alzheimer’s 
patients who had no other advo-
cates. Frieze said Koeske stood by 
her as Frieze’s husband was dying 
of cancer. “She was always there 
for me. She did that for me and 
for other people.” 

Departmental colleague Diane 
Marsh said Koeske “personified 
the best of Pitt-Greensburg,” 
citing Koeske’s extensive record 
of service to the campus, the 
University community and her 
profession. Marsh, who worked 
on several research projects and 
presentations with Koeske over 
the past two decades, remembered 
her as a “conscientious collabora-
tor” who always did more than her 
share. “It was a great benefit to 
have a colleague with her exper-
tise,” she said.

“She also was one of the most 
devoted teachers I have known,” 
Marsh said, adding that Koeske 
was a role model to students who 
went on to more successful lives 
under her mentorship. 

Students, faculty and staff 
easily felt a kinship with Koeske. 
“She became your friend,” Marsh 
said. “Many professors are well 
liked. Randi was loved and she 
loved her students. She touched 
their minds, but she also touched 
their hearts.”

Koeske is survived by her 
husband, Gary Koeske, who is a 
professor in the School of Social 
Work; sons Matthew and Zachary, 
and two grandchildren.

A scholarship fund has been 
established in Koeske’s honor. 
For information, contact Karen 
Gavula, 724/836-7497. 
— Kimberly K. Barlow           n

Pitt’s annual conflict of interest (COI) filing season has begun. A 
Feb. 16 memorandum from Provost James V. Maher and Executive 
Vice Chancellor Jerome Cochran provides information on who must 
file and how to file, as well as details concerning supervisors’ respon-
sibilities in managing potential conflicts.

Copies of the memorandum and attachments are posted at www.
coi.pitt.edu/directive.htm.

COI disclosures must be filed through the newly designed Superform 
system https://coi.hs.pitt.edu by April 15. Management reporting forms 
and annual data summary reports from supervisors are due May 15. 

COI filing 
season 
begins

In a change this year, UPMC has informed the University that 
faculty with both Pitt and UPMC appointments no longer will have 
the option to complete their UPMC disclosures through the Super-
form system. Thus, the Superform web site should be used only to 
fulfill Pitt COI disclosure requirements. 

The new design of the Superform requires users to enter some 
additional information. The system will retain this information, as it 
has in the past. Users may refer to their previous disclosures under the 
“Filing History” tab. Users requiring technical assistance can click on 
the link provided on the login page, or call 8-2222.                       n
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Pink the Petersen Women’s 
Basketball
Vs. Cincinnati; Petersen, 2 pm
Bradford Campus Cultural 
Festival
Frame-Westerberg Commons, 
UPB, 6:30 pm (814/362-7623)
Men’s Basketball
Vs. DePaul; Petersen, 7 pm
Music on the Edge Concert
Violinist Mary Rowell & pianist 
Geoffrey Burleson; Warhol 
Museum, North Side, 8 pm 
(tickets: 412/394-3353)

 Sunday 22

EUCE/European Studies 
Lecture
“Women in Italy During the Last 
2 Centuries,” Stefania Licini; 
244A CL, 2:30 pm

 Monday 23

Infectious Disease Seminar
“Roles of Angiogenesis & Lym-
phangiogenesis in Experimental 
& Human GI Inflammation,” 
Jonathan Alexander; A719 Crab-
tree, noon
ULS Workshop
“Advanced RefWorks”; Hillman 
gr. fl., noon-1:30 pm
Anthropology Lecture
“Experience, Mortality, Islam & 
Authority in the Kyrgyz Republic 
(With a Comparative Note on 
Albania),” David Montgomery, 
Emory; 3106 Posvar, 3 pm
Pharmacology & Chemical 
Biology Seminar
“Priming Snares for Calcium-
Triggered Vesicle Exocytosis,” 
Thomas Martin, U of WI-Madi-
son; 1495 Starzl BST, 3:30 pm

 Tuesday 24

Cell Biology & Physiology 
Seminar
“Imaging Form & Function 
in the Developing Mamma-
lian Cardiovascular System,” 
Mary Dickinson; E&EI 5th fl. 
boardrm., 11 am
Basic & Translational Research 
in Lung Diseases Lecture
“COPD & IPF: Similarities 
Among Old Friends,” Oliver 
Eickelberg; 628 NW Monte-
fiore, noon

Basic Research Seminar
“Mechanisms & Amplified 
EGFRvIII-and PDGFR-alpha 
Stimulation of Glioma Cell 
Invasion,” Shiyuan Cheng; 201 
Herberman Conf. Ctr., noon
Health Services Research 
Seminar
“VA Patient Satisfaction Dispar-
ity Analysis,” Susan Zickmund 
& Michael Fine; 305 Parkvale, 
noon
Molecular Medicine Research 
Seminar
“Molecular Markers & Molecu-
larly Targeted Therapies for 
Gliomas,” Ian Pollack; Rangos 
Research Ctr., Lawrenceville, 
3rd fl. conf. ctr., noon
Pharmaceutical Sciences 
Seminar
“Lysophospholipid Regulation 
of Vascular Wall Remodeling,” 
Gabor Tigyi; 456 Salk, noon
Survival Skills & Ethics Work-
shop
“Grants Over Lunch”; S100 
BST2, noon (412/578-3716)
Philosophy of Science Lec-
ture
“History Matters! But Why? And 
How?” Claus Beisbart, Dort-
mund U of Technologies; 817R 
CL, 12:05 pm (4-1052)
Faculty Assembly Mtg.
2700 Posvar, 3 pm
ReSET Roundtable Discus-
sion
“Challenges in Adolescent 
Smoking Research,” Deborah 
Moss; 109 Parran, 3:30 pm
PIMB Seminar
“Regulation of Organ Dimen-
sions: Establishing the Size of 
the Zebrafish Heart,” Deborah 
Yelon; S100 Starzl BST, 4 pm
Provost’s Inaugural Lecture
“Liver & Transplant Pathology: 
From the Bedside & Micro-
scope to the Bench,” Anthony 
Demetris, medicine; FFA aud., 
4:30 pm
Global Studies/REES Lec-
ture
“Life & Death in Soviet Prison 
Camps,” Julie Draskoczy, Slavic 
languages & literatures; Suther-
land Hall lounge, 8 pm (4-
2918)

Univ. Honors College Panel 
Presentation
“The Future of Journalism & 
Democracy”; 20th Century Club 
aud., 8 pm (4-6880)

 Wednesday 25

Clinical Oncology & Hematol-
ogy Grand Rounds
“Cutaneous Paraneoplastic 
Syndromes,” Larisa Geskin; 
Herberman Conf. Ctr. 2nd fl. 
aud., 8 am
Information Sciences Publish-
ing Pgh. Pictures Lecture
“The Spectator & the Topo-
graphical City,” Martin Aurand, 
CMU; 501 IS, 10:30 am
Pathology Research Seminar
“Spatiotemporal Dynamics of 
Signaling Pathways That Govern 
Cell Migration,” Jason Haugh, 
NC State; 1105 Scaife, noon
Women’s Studies Lecture
“Carnal Knowledge: Emotion, 
the Face & the Crisis of Male 
‘Performance,’” Kyle Stevens, 
English; 2201 Posvar, noon
Health Sciences Diversity 
Lecture
“Imagine Inclusion,” Candi 
Castleberry-Singleton, UPMC; 
A115 Crabtree, 12:30-2 pm
History Lecture
“Mad Men/Mad Women: 
Gender, Race & U.S. Advertis-
ing Since 1950,” Maurine Green-
wald; 3703 Posvar, 4 pm
Medicine Fisher Lecture
“Endocrine Therapy for Breast 
Cancer: A Translational Odys-
sey,” Nancy Davidson, UPCI; 
Scaife aud. 6, 4 pm (3-7382)

 Thursday 26

UPMC Bariatric Surgery Info 
Session
Magee zero level aud., 11:30 
am-1 pm (412/641-3632)
HSLS Lunch With a Librar-
ian
“PowerPoint 07”; Falk Library 
conf. rm. B, noon
Asia Over Lunch Lecture
“Will India & China Dominate 
the 21st-Century Global Econ-
omy?” Lee Branstetter, CMU; 
4130 Posvar, noon (8-7370)

EOH Seminar
“Genetic Investigation of Sus-
ceptibility to Oxidant-Induced 
Lung Injury: From Mouse to 
Man,” Steven Kleeberger; 540 
Bridgeside Point, noon
Endocrine Research Confer-
ence
“The PAT Family of Lipid 
Droplet Proteins: Bouncers at 
the Door to the Fat Club,” Perry 
Bickel; 1195 Starzl BST, noon
Epidemiology Seminar
“Why Do Some Women 
Develop Sequelae Following 
Pelvic Inflammatory Disease?” 
Catherine Haggerty; A115 
Crabtree, noon
Dental Medicine Faculty 
Development Seminar
“Conflict of Interest & Indus-
try-Academic Relations Policy,” 
Barbara Barnes; 457 Salk, 1 pm
HSLS Workshop
“EndNote Basics,” Mary Jo 
Dorsey; Falk Library classrm. 
2, 1:30-3:30 pm
Chemistry Seminar
“The Discovery & Application 
of Peptide-Based Asymmetric 
Catalysts ‘Simple’ Catalysts & 
Complex Molecules,” Scott 
Miller, Yale; 12B Chevron, 
2:30 pm
Chemistry Seminar
“2 Glasses of Water, With Ice,” 
Valeria Molinero, U of UT; 12A 
Chevron, 4 pm
Geology & Planetary Science 
Colloquium
“Glaciology, Ice Stream Migra-
tion, Time-Series Investigations, 
Polar Regions & Antarctic Ice 
Sheet Studies & Antarctic Tec-
tonics,” Sridhar Anandakrishnan, 
Penn State; 11 Thaw, 4 pm
Asian Studies Lecture
“A Treatise in the Spirit of Its 
Age: Universality, Individualism 
& Dynamism in Gratian’s Trac-
tus de Penitentia,” Atria Larson, 
Catholic U; 3702 Posvar, 4 pm
Law Lecture
“The European Community 
Design Right: A Uniquely 
Tailored System for Protecting 
Industrial Designs,” Annette Kur, 
Max Planck Inst. for Intellectual 
Property, Competition & Tax 
Law; followed by panel discus-
sion: “The Future of Industrial 
Design Protection in the United 
States, Europe & Beyond”; 107 
Barco, 4-5:30 pm

Greensburg Campus Lec-
ture
“Understanding Autism: New 
Discoveries,” Nancy Minshew, 
medicine; Village, UPG, 6 pm
Bioethics Medical History 
Society Lecture
“Foundations of Palliative Care: 
William Osler’s Study of the 
Act of Dying,” Paul Mueller, 
Mayo Clinic; Scaife lecture rm. 
5, 6 pm
Contemporary Writers Author 
Visit
William Henry Lewis; 501 CL, 
8:30 pm

 Friday 27

SBDC Workshop
“The 2nd Step: Developing a 
Business Plan”; 117 Mervis, 
7:30-10:30 am (8-1542)
Board of Trustees Mtg.
WPU Assembly Rm., 10 am
Clinical Grand Rounds
“Child & Adolescent MR Ser-
vices,” Martin Lubetsky; WPIC 
2nd fl. aud., 11 am-12:30 pm
Human Genetics Seminar
“Commercialization of Early 
Stage Technologies at the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh,” Andrew 
Remes & Amy Philips; A115 
Crabtree, noon
Senate Budget Policies Com-
mittee Mtg.
512 CL, noon
Simulation & Modeling Semi-
nar
Albert To, civil & environmental 
engineering; 1175 Benedum, 
2:30 pm (8-3094)
Honors Convocation
Carnegie Museums Music Hall, 
3 pm (4-7100)

 Saturday 28

Dental Education Seminar
“Advanced Anesthesia Review,” 
Paul Moore, Joseph Giovannitti, 
Michael Cuddy & Sean Boynes; 
2148 Salk, 8:30 am-1:30 pm
Greensburg Campus Con-
cert
Vocalist Cynthia Ortiz-Bartley & 
pianist Gabe D’Abruzzo; Cam-
pana Chapel, UPG, 7 pm 

March
 Monday 2

HSLS Lunch With a Librar-
ian
“Endnote vs. RefWorks: Which 
Should I Use?” Ahlam Saleh; Falk 
Library conf. rm. B, noon
Greensburg Campus Memo-
rial Service
For Randi Koeske, faculty 
member in psychology, who died 
Jan. 31; Campana Chapel, UPG, 
4 pm (724/836-7497)
Physics & Astronomy Lec-
ture
“Oxide Nanoelectronics on 
Demand,” Jeremy Levy; 104 
Thaw, 4:30 pm
Women’s Basketball
Vs. St. John’s; Petersen, 7 pm
Bradford Campus Reading
Joyce McDonald; Bromeley 
Family Theater, UPB, 7:30 pm

 Tuesday 3

HSLS Workshop
“The WOW Factor: PowerPoint 
for Posters,” Sam Lewis; Falk 
Library classrm. 2, 10-11:30 
am
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CLASSIFIEDS!
Call

412/624-4644.

SCIENCE LECTURE-DEMONSTRA-
TION
Feb. 21 (11 am) & Feb. 24 (6:30 pm). FREA-
KIN’-OMICS:  A rogue molecular biologist 
demonstrates proteomics. Presented by UPCI 
Clinical Proteomics Facility at MWRI, Forbes 
& Craft Ave. (Oakland). Designed for HS & 
undergraduate students & open to the public. 
Free, but registration required. RSVP to new-
scienceguy@gmail.com or 412/641-2455.

OAKLAND 
2-BR apt. with equipped kitchen, bath. All 
utilities included. $600. 412/687-6306.

FOX CHAPEL
Beautiful, 3-BR house on .5 acre. 2.5 baths, 
finished & furnished basement, covered patio, 
beautiful big garden, separate 2-car garage 
with flat driveway, 3 storage rooms & much 
more. New appliances included; range, fridge, 
DW, W/D & more. Must SELL ASAP. $206 
K. Contact Dr. Dodani: 706/447-5167 or 
412/657-5423. 

LAWRENCEVILLE
Off-street. 5 blocks to the new CHP. Very 
safe location. $100 monthly. Leave message: 
412/687-6946.
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•  $8 for up to 15 words; $9 for 16-30 
words; $10 for 31-50 words.
• For University ads, submit an account 
number for transfer of funds.
• All other ads should be accompanied by 
a check for the full amount made payable 
to the University of Pittsburgh.
• Reserve space by submitting ad copy 
one week prior to publication. Copy and 
payment should be sent to University 
Times, 308 Bellefield Hall, University 
of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh 15260.  
• For more information, call Barbara 
DelRaso, 412/624-4644.

EVENTS

SERVICES

C L A S S I F I E D  

HOUSING/SALE

SUBJECTS NEEDED

Christine Sealy, left, is Harper and Martel Manning is Mr. Lies in 
Pitt Repertory Theatre’s production of “Angels in America, Part I: 
Millennium Approaches,” which runs through March �. 
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CVR Seminar
“Tularemia,” Karen Elkins; 6014 
BST3, noon
Health Services Research 
Seminar
“The Cost-Effectiveness of 
Osteoporosis Screening Strate-
gies for Menopausal Women,” 
Smita Nayak; 305 Parkvale, 
noon
Pharmaceutical Sciences 
Seminar
“Gene Delivery for Alzheimer’s 
Disease,” Jeffrey Hughes; 456 
Salk, noon
Senate Plenary Session
“Scholarly Publishing Today & 
Tomorrow: What You Need to 
Know”; WPU Assembly Rm., 
12:15-3:15 pm
Asian Studies Lecture
“State Rituals & Ming-Choson 
Relations,” Evelyn Rawski, 
history; 4217 Posvar, 2:30 pm 
(8-7426)
CGS Workshop
“Note-Taking/Memory Skills”; 
McCarl Ctr., 4th fl CL, 4-5:30 
pm

 Wednesday 4

Clinical Oncology & Hematol-
ogy Grand Rounds
“Cancer Stem Cells & Immu-
nity,” Markus Frank; Herberman 
Conf. Ctr. 2nd fl. aud., 8 am
Academic Career Develop-
ment Workshop
“K24: Midcareer Investiga-
tor Award in Patient Oriented 
Research,” Clayton Wiley & 
Michael Fine; S120 Starzl BST, 
11:30 am-1 pm
Pathology Research Seminar
“Molecular Control of Endothe-
lial Cell-Pericyte Tube Coassem-
bly,” George Davis, U of MO-
Columbia; 1104 Scaife, noon
Women’s Studies Lecture
“Theater for Change: Commu-
nity Projects From California to 
South Africa,” Rebecca Shultz; 
2201 Posvar, noon
HSLS Workshop
“Metacore,” Ansuman Chat-
topadhyay; Falk Library conf. 
rm. B, 1-3 pm
Senate Council Mtg.
2700 Posvar, 3 pm
Chemistry Philips Lecture
“Fuel Cells & Batteries in the 
Electrical Energy Landscape,” 
Héctor Abruña, Cornell; 12 
Chevron, 4 pm
Men’s Basketball
Vs. Marquette; Petersen, 7:30 
pm

 Thursday 5

SBDC Workshop
“The Art of Successful Selling,” 
John Rosso, Peak Performance 

Management; PAA, 8-10:30 am 
(8-1542)
Five-Campus College Fair
“The College Selection Process,” 
“Writing a College Essay,” & 
“Scholarships & Financial Aid”; 
Alumni Ballrm., 11 am-2 pm (also 
5-7 pm; 4-4096)
Asia Over Lunch Lecture
“Guide to New Japanese Digi-
tal Resources: Asahi Shinbun 
Database & Institutional Deposi-
tories,” Hiro Good, East Asian 
Library; 4130 Posvar, noon 
(8-7370)
ADRC Lecture
“Physiological Indicators of Per-
ceived Suffering,” Joan Monin, 
UCSUR; S439 ADRC conf. rm., 
Montefiore, noon
EOH Seminar
“DNA Repair in Human Disor-
ders With Accelerated Aging,” 
Vilhelm Bohr; 540 Bridgeside 
Point, noon
Epidemiology Seminar
“Preterm Birth & Later Life 
Maternal Cardiovascular Dis-
ease,” Janet Catov; A115 Crab-
tree, noon
Geology & Planetary Science 
Colloquium
“Deep Time: Cretaceous Cli-
mate Change,” Stephen Meyer, 
UNC; 11 Thaw, 4 pm
Chemistry Philips Lecture
“Materials Advances for Elec-
trical Energy Generation & 
Storage: Fuel Cells, Lithium Ion 
Batteries & SuperCaps,” Héctor 
Abruña, Cornell; 12 Chevron, 
4 pm
Philosophy of Science Work-
shop
“Doing Without Concepts”; 
817R CL, 4 pm

 PhD Defenses

Medicine/Neurobiology
“Trafficking & Activity Depen-
dent Function of Vesicular Trans-
porters,” Lesley Colgan; Feb. 23, 
1495 Starzl BST, 9 am
A&S/Physics & Astronomy
“Neutrino & Antineutrino Inclu-
sive Charged-Current Cross 
Section Measurement With the 
MINOS Near Detector,” Deb-
datta Bhattacharya; Feb. 27, 216 
Allen, 4 pm
A&S/Anthropology
“Huaracane Social Organization: 
Change Over Time at the Pre-
hispanic Community of Yahuay 
Alta, Perú,” Kirk Costion; March 
2, 3307 Posvar, noon
A&S/Physics & Astronomy
“2-Photon Photoemission 
Investigation of Alkali Atoms 
Adsorbed on Noble Metal Sur-
faces,” Vahit Sametoglu; March 
2, 319 Allen, 2 pm

Medicine/Biomedical Infor-
matics
“A Bayesian Rule Generation 
Framework for ‘Omic’ Bio-
medical Data Analysis,” Jonathan 
Lustgarten; March 5, M183 
Parkvale, 2:30 pm

 Theatre

Pitt Repertory Theatre
“Angels in America: Part I: Mil-
lennium Approaches”; through 
March 1, Wed-Sat. at 8 pm, 
Sun. at 2 pm; Charity Randall 
Theatre, Stephen Foster Mem. 
(4-0933)
Johnstown Campus Repertory 
Theatre
“Dancing at Lughnasa”; Feb. 
19, 21 & 27 & March 1 at 8 
pm; Studio Theatre, Pasque-
rilla Performing Arts Ctr., UPJ 
(814/269-7200)
Johnstown Campus Repertory 
Theatre
“Almost, Maine”; Feb. 20, 26 & 
28 at 8 pm, Feb. 22 at 2 pm; Studio 
Theatre, Pasquerilla Performing 
Arts Ctr., UPJ (814/269-7200)

 Exhibits

Bradford Campus Photogra-
phy Exhibit
“People, Places, Things,” Ward 
Roe; through Feb. 27, KOA Art 
Gallery, Blaisdell, UPB, 8 am-6 
pm, M-F (814/362-5113)
Women’s Studies Multimedia 
Exhibit
“In Sisterhood: The Wom-
en’s Movement in Pittsburgh”; 
through Feb. 27, Kimbo Gallery, 
WPU, 10 am-5 pm M & F, 10 
am-6 pm T-Th, noon-5 pm Sat. 
(412/621-3252)
Pitt History Exhibit
“Free At Last?”; through April 
5, Heinz History Ctr., Strip 
District, 10 am-5 pm daily 
(412/454-6000)
Photography Exhibit
“Landscapes,” James Wesley 
Morar; Feb. 20-May 31, Barco 
Law Library Gallery, M-Th 
7:30 am-11:45 pm, F 7:30 am-8 
pm, Sat. 10 am-8 pm, Sun. 10 
am-11:45 pm (8-1376)

 Deadlines

Provost’s Faculty Diversity 
Seminar
Application (CV, syllabus, cover 
letter & dept. letter) due Feb. 20 
to Joanne Nicoll, 820 Alumni. 
(info: 3-9729)
Johnstown Campus Advisory 
Board Service to Community 
Award
Nominations due Feb. 20. Forms 
available at www.upj.pitt.edu/
advisoryboard.

Univ. Research Council Mul-
tidisciplinary Small Grant 
Program
White papers due Feb. 27 to 
the Office of the Provost. (info: 
George Klinzing at klinzing@
provost.pitt.edu or Charles Lyon 
at lyoncw@pitt.edu)
UCIS Hewlett International 
Grant Program
Applications due Feb. 28. (info 
& application: www.ucis.pitt.
edu/main/hewlett_international.
html)

Conflict of Interest Filing
Deadline is April 15. COI dis-
closures must be filed through 
https://coi.hs.pitt.edu.

 Event Deadline

The next issue of the University 
Times calendar will include 
events of March 5-19. Informa-
tion for events during that period 
must be received by 5 pm Feb. 26 
at 308 Bellefield Hall. Informa-
tion may be sent by fax to 4-4579 
or email to utcal@pitt.edu.

HOUSING/RENT

OFF-STREET PARKING
1 block from Forbes. $95/mo. Robb R.E. 
412/682-7622.

ELDER LAW—ESTATE ATTORNEYS 
Michael H. Marks & Associates. Elder law; 
nursing home/Medicaid cost-of-care planning; 
wills; POAs; trusts; probate & estate administra-
tion; real estate. Squirrel Hill: 412/421-8944; 
Monroeville: 412/373-4235; email: michael@
marks-law.com. Free initial consultation. Fees 
quoted in advance. Personal & informative.

YOUNG ADULTS
Pitt researchers seeking subjects 24-35 yrs. to 
investigate effects of a continuous administra-
tion of Human Parathyroid Hormone-related 
Protein (PTHrP 1-36). Requires wearing a 
portable IV pump & staying overnight for 1 
week for observation & laboratory testing. 
Limited leave allowed. Monetary compensa-
tion provided. Call: 412/647-6470 or email: 
endoresearch@dom.pitt.edu.

PARKING
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February
 Thursday 19

HSLS Workshop
“PowerPoint for Beginners & 
Advanced PowerPoint,” Sam 
Lewis; Falk Library classrm. 2, 
10 am-2 pm
IRB Workshop
“Ask the IRB for Exempt/Expe-
dited Research,” Christopher 
Ryan; 211 Lawrence, noon
Asia Over Lunch Lecture
“Tale of Two Koreas: Division 
System, Semi-Sovereignty & 
Broken Subjectivity in Shiri & 
JSA,” Seung Hwan Shin, English; 
4130 Posvar, noon (8-7370)
Bioethics & Health Law Grand 
Rounds
“Futility: The Circumspect 
View,” Daniel Sulmasy, NY 
Medical College; LHAS aud., 
7th fl. Montefiore, noon
Epidemiology Seminar
“In the Forefront of Prevention/
Lifestyles Intervention Research; 
Current Efforts & Future Direc-
tions,” Andrea Kriska; A115 
Crabtree, noon
Endocrine Research Confer-
ence
“DAP12 Undermines Liver 
Dendritic Cell Maturation & 
Function,” Tina Sumpter; 1195 
Starzl BST, noon
ADRC Lecture
“Vascular Disease & Its Risk 
Factors Are a Driving Force for 
Age-Related Brain Atrophy,” 
Cyrus Raji, pathology & radi-
ology; ADRC conf. rm., S439 
Montefiore, noon

Law Lecture
“Ethics & Public Corruption: An 
Insider’s View,” Richard Juliano, 
former deputy chief of staff to 
former IL Gov. George Ryan, 
& Hank Shea, U of St. Thomas; 
Barco Teplitz Mem. Courtrm., 
noon (8-1490)
EUCE/European Studies 
Symposium
“The EU, NATO & the US in 
the New Century: Trends in 
Competition & Cooperation,” 
Alberta Sbragia & Michito Tsu-
ruoka; PAA, 1 pm 
Chemistry Seminar
“Testing the Histone Code 
Hypothesis Using Synthesis,” 
Tom Muir, Rockefeller U; 12B 
Chevron, 2:30 pm
ULS Workshop
“Basic RefWorks”; Hillman 
ground fl., 2:30-4 pm
CRSP Lecture
“Communities Educating Chil-
dren,” Geoffrey Canada, Harlem 
Children’s Zone; 2017 CL, 2:30-
4 pm (4-7382)
Chemistry Seminar
“What Is Conceptual Learning 
in Chemistry & Why Should 
We Promote It?” David Yaron, 
CMU; 12A Chevron, 4 pm
Geology & Planetary Science 
Colloquium
“Problems That Still Need to 
Be Solved in Exploration Geo-
physics,” Joel Starr, Equitable 
Production; 11 Thaw, 4 pm
OED Limbach Lecture
“From Concept to Exit: The 
Renal Solutions Story,” Peter 
DeComo, Renal Solutions; S123 
Starzl BST, 4 pm (4-3160)

CGS Workshop
“Test-Taking Skills”; McCarl 
Ctr., 4th fl. CL, 4-5:30 pm (also 
Feb. 24)
Medieval & Renaissance Stud-
ies Lecture
“Allegories of Violence: The 
Medieval Ritual Murder Accu-
sation & Scholarly Projects of 
Memory,” Hannah Johnson, 
English; 501 CL, 4:30 pm (4-
5220)
Integrated Medicine Lecture
“Can ŒEMDR’ Help Me Put 
My Past Behind Me?” James 
Donnelly; 580 S. Aiken Ave., 
suite 310, Shadyside, 5:30 pm 
(412/623-3023)
Black History Month Lec-
ture
Randall Pinkett; Parran 1st fl. 
aud., 5:30 pm
Global Issues Lecture
“Image of War in Chechnya,” 
Zarema Mukusheva; 113 Barco, 
6 pm (4-2918)
Law Lecture
“The Rule of Law Around the 
World II,” Ulla Bak, Carolina 
Botero, Sergii Zheka & Ana 
Nikodijevic; Alcoa Rm. 2nd fl. 
Barco, 6 pm (8-7023) 

 Friday 20

UCSUR Conference
“The Gender Wage Gap: Strate-
gies for the Future”; Barco, 8:30 
am-5 pm (8-7796)
SBDC Workshop
“Bank on It: The Essentials 
for Small-Business Financing”; 
104 Mervis, 8:30-10:30 am (8-
1542)

Endocrine Conference
“Laparoscopic Adrenalectomy,” 
Jennifer Ogilvie; 1195 Starzl 
BST, 9:30 am
Bioethics & Health Law Grand 
Rounds
“Evaluating Demands for Life-
Prolonging Treatment Based 
Upon Religious Beliefs,” Daniel 
Sulmasy, NY Medical College; 
Montefiore 7 main aud., 11 am
Information Sciences Archi-
val Agitators & Advocates 
Lecture
“The Protocols for Native-
American Archival Materials & 
the Future of Archival Work,” 
David George-Shongo, Seneca 
Nation; 501 IS, 11 am
Human Genetics Seminar
“Hereditary Hemorrhagic 
Telangiectasia: Insights From 
Zebrafish,” Beth Roman; A115 
Crabtree, noon
Medical Educators’ Faculty 
Development Lecture
“Mentoring Students for 
Research,” Mike Boninger; 
Scaife lecture rm. 3, noon
Asian Studies Music Sympo-
sium
“Echoes From the Distant Past: 
Music & Musical Instruments 
of Ancient China, Japan & 
Korea”; WPU Dining Rm. A, 
1:30-6 pm
Digital Libraries & Cyber-
scholarship Colloquium
“What Do I Do With a Bil-
lion Emails? The TREC Legal 
Track & the Future of Informa-
tion Retrieval in E-Discovery,” 
Jason Baron, National Archives 
& Records Administration; 501 
IS, 2 pm

Anthropology Lecture
“Rethinking the Transition 
Between the Neolithic & Chal-
colithic in Çatalhöyük/Turkey,” 
Peter Biehl, SUNY-Buffalo; 
3106 Posvar, 2 pm
Philosophy of Science Lec-
ture
“The Origin of the Universe & 
the Arrow of Time,” Sean Car-
roll, Cal Tech; 817R CL, 3:30 
pm (4-1052)
Anthropology Lecture
“Between the Kitchen & the 
State: Domestic Practice & 
Chimú Expansion in the Jequete-
peque Valley, Perú,” Robyn 
Cutright; 3106 Posvar, 4 pm
Photography Exhibit Recep-
tion
“Landscapes,” James Wesley 
Morar; Barco Law Library Gal-
lery, 5-8 pm
English Dept. Film
“Tropa de Elite” (“Elite Squad”), 
Nathan Bryant; 1501 Posvar, 
6:30 pm (917/325-4981)

 Saturday 21

Dental Education Seminar
“Remote Area Medicine: The 
Katrina Expedition 2006,” Wil-
liam Octave; “Review of Occlusal 
Concepts,” David Donatelli; 
“Pemphigus: What You Don’t 
Know May Kill Someone,” 
Terri McDonald; “Nutrition & 
Oral/Systemic Health,” Ken-
neth Etzel; 2148 Salk, 8:30 
am-3:30 pm
Survival Skills & Ethics Work-
shop
“Management Skills”; 4th fl. 
Scaife lecture rm. 2, 10 am-3 pm 
(412/578-3716)

Featuring:

The 2009 Distinguished Intellectual 
Property Law Lecture:

“The European Community Design Right: 
A Uniquely Tailored System for Protecting 
Industrial Designs” 
by Prof. Dr. Annette Kur
Unit Head, Max Planck Institute for Intellectual 
Property, Competition and Tax Law

Followed by:

Panel Discussion: 

“The Future of Industrial Design Protection 
in the United States, Europe, and Beyond”

The burgeoning field of industrial design generates 
the unique and appealing appearance of products 
ranging from digital music players and automobile 
parts to convenience foods and furniture. A wide 
variety of intellectual property regimes protect the 
creativity invested in industrial design. The European 
Union broke new ground in 2002 by enacting the 
Community Design Right. In Egyptian Goddess v. 
Swisa (2007), the en banc Court of Appeals for the 
Federal Circuit rewrote the standards for U.S. design 
patent infringement. 

This program is free and open to the public. 
A reception for all attendees will follow the program.

For more information, please
e-mail Professor Janice Mueller 
at mueller2@pitt.edu. 

Thursday, February 26, 2009
4–5:30 p.m.
Room 107, Barco Law Building

The Global Future of 
Industrial Design Protection


