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The Dec. 10 issue of the University 
Times will be the final one for fall 
term. The first issue of spring term 
will be published Jan. 7.

Recent Pitt graduate Eleanor 
M. Ott has been selected as one of 
32 Rhodes Scholars representing 
the United States. 

Rhodes scholarships cover all 
expenses for two or three years of 
study at the University of Oxford 
in England. The scholars named 
last weekend will enter Oxford in 
October 2010. 

Ott was selected from among 
805 candidates representing 326 
different colleges and universi-
ties. She is the University’s sixth 
Rhodes Scholar. 

Pitt is the only public institu-
tion in Pennsylvania with a 2010 
Rhodes Scholar; Swarthmore Col-
lege is the only other institution 
in the state with a 2010 Rhodes  
winner.

The scholarships were created 
in 1902 by the will of British phi-

Pitt’s annual United Way drive sparks the University commu-
nity’s generosity — and inspires its creativity as well. 

Beyond pledging money, University employees can be 
counted on to boost Pitt’s contribution through additional fundrais-
ing efforts including sales, raffles and casual dress days. 

This year, a new electronics recycling project coordinated by 
United Way drive representatives in the Office of Public Affairs offers 
participants a different way to give — by digging into their closets 
and drawers instead of their wallets. Cell phones, digital cameras, ink 
jet cartridges, iPods and laptop computers — working or not — may 
be brought to the fourth floor of Craig Hall through Dec. 4. 

United Way drive representative Cara Hayden of Pitt magazine 
said the idea sprang in part from the campaign’s “green” theme, which 
includes online pledging rather than paper forms this year. 

It also continues the Public Affairs office’s tradition of includ-
ing reusing and recycling in its United Way fundraising efforts. 
The electronics collection replaces the office’s annual “hall sale” 
in which employees sold unwanted items from home to benefit 
United Way.

Recycling will be done through Texas-based Recycling Fund-
raiser, which, according to its web site, does not export e-waste or 
dump it in landfills. About 80 percent of the electronics received 
are reconditioned for resale; the rest are taken apart to recover the 
valuable metals they contain. 

Additional information on the company and its recycling process 
is available at www.ecophones.com.

Hayden had no estimate of how much money might be raised 
through the electronics collection. The recycler pays for each item it 
receives, but the amount depends on the individual item, she said. 

For more information on the collection, contact Hayden at 4-
4361 or cjh3@pitt.edu.
— Kimberly K. Barlow                 n

lanthropist Cecil Rhodes. Criteria 
for selection are high academic 
achievement, integrity of charac-
ter, a spirit of unselfishness, respect 
for others, potential for leadership 
and physical vigor. 

The Rhodes Trust pays all 
college and university fees, trans-
portation expenses to and from 
England and provides a stipend to 
cover expenses while in residence 
in Oxford. The value of the schol-
arship varies by program, but is 
estimated at  $50,000- $175,000.

Ott, of Lawrence, Kansas, did 
research in nuclear and radio-
chemistry at Pitt and graduated 
in April summa cum laude, with 
majors in chemistry, history and 
French. She plans to pursue a 
master’s degree in forced migra-
tion at Oxford.

Since graduating Ott has 
worked as a Truman Scholar at 
the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services on projects 
relating to teenage pregnancy 
prevention, refugee resettlement, 
and domestic violence prevention. 
She was awarded the Truman 
scholarship in 2008.

At Pitt, Ott was co-presi-
dent for FORGEPitt (Facilitat-
ing Opportunities for Refu-
gee Empowerment), a refugee 
advocacy organization that she 
helped found in 2005. She also 
worked with the English as 
a Second Language program 
at Schenley High School.n

Staffers 
go green, 
raise green 
for UW

Pitt requests FY11 appropriation 
while still waiting for FY10 funds

Kimberly K. Barlow

The University is lowering 
its expectations to reflect 
tougher fiscal realities as 

it asks for state budget support in 

the upcoming fiscal year.
After several years of 8.5 

percent requests, Pitt is seeking 
a 5 percent increase in its state 
appropriation for FY11, which 
begins July 1. Asking for a 5 per-
cent increase “demonstrates need 
without being unrealistic,” said 
Vice Chancellor for Budget and 
Controller Arthur G. Ramicone. 

“None of the governments, 
be they local, federal or state, 
have any money. There’s no sense 
making a pie-in-the-sky request,” 
he said. “Five percent’s probably 
an unrealistic request based on 
the state of the commonwealth’s 
budget.” 

In Pitt’s Nov. 12 request to 
the state Department of Educa-
tion, administrators stated that 
the University intends to limit 
tuition increases to 4 percent and 
to increase the compensation pool 
by at least 3 percent if the state 
appropriates the  $194.68 million 
the University is seeking.

Pitt asked for $172.3 mil-
lion for educational and general 
(E&G) support, $457,000 for 
disadvantaged students, $541,000 
for Services for Teens at Risk, 
$2.64 million for rural education 
outreach and $449,000 for student 
life initiatives. 

The total also includes $18.28 
million in academic medical center 

funding that is received through 
the Department of Public Welfare 
budget. The academic medical 
center funding request includes 
nearly $8.96 million for the 
School of Medicine, $1.05 million 
for the dental clinic, nearly $7.9 
million for Western Psychiatric 
Institute and Clinic and $412,000 
for the Center for Public Health 
Practice.

Ramicone said it is unclear 
how much of an increase in the 
FY11 appropriation would be 
necessary in order to lift the salary 
freeze University administrators 
imposed for FY10. However, he 
estimated that a 1 percent increase 
in payroll currently would equate 
to about $4.5 million.

“We all realize you can’t freeze 
salaries forever — at some point 
you lose your best people, who 
have other options,” Ramicone 
said.

“We would love to be in a posi-
tion where we could give a salary 
increase next year.” 

q
In each of the past three years, 

Pitt requested an 8.5 percent 
increase from the state, an amount 
administrators said reflected 
the University’s funding needs. 
Legislators responded with an 
increase of 2.16 percent in fiscal 
 CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

The African Heritage Classroom is among the Nationality Rooms that will remain decorated for 
the holiday season through Jan. �5.
The free annual Nationality Rooms holiday open house is set for noon–4 p.m. Dec. 6 in the 
Cathedral of Learning Commons Room. The event features traditional holiday performances, 
ethnic foods and crafts for sale. 
With the exception of Dec. 27-28, narrated tours on tape are available each weekend through 
Jan. �0. Guided tours will be available Nov. 27 and Dec. 27-3�. For information, call 4�2/624-
6000. A complete tour schedule is available at www.pitt.edu/~natrooms/pages/holiday_info.
html. 
The University is closed Nov. 26, Dec. 24-26 and Jan. �.

Eleanor M. Ott
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The Staff Association 
Council (SAC) last week 
announced details of its 

holiday project and affirmed 
standing committee chairs and 
vice chairs.

SAC will work with the Salva-
tion Army’s adopt-a-family pro-
gram to provide holiday gifts to a 
single mother and her three young 
children, according to Marissa 
Arlet, chair of the program and 
planning committee. 

“The mother, who is only 29, 
cannot work due to severe multiple 
sclerosis,” Arlet said at the Nov. 
18 meeting. 

Gifts and monetary dona-
tions will be accepted at the SAC 
office, 313 Bellefield Hall, until 
Dec. 16. For more information 
call 4-4236.

SAC also is supporting a new 
and lightly used book and toy 
drive, an ongoing project to aid the 
Alliance for Infants and Toddlers, 
a local early intervention service 
coordination agency for families 
of children, ages birth to 3, who 
have developmental concerns. 
Book and toy donations should be 
delivered to Jennifer Welton, 419 

CL (4-2458; jwelton@pitt.edu).
Arlet also reported that SAC 

will sponsor a series of brown bag 
lunch speakers in the spring term 
at dates to be announced. Speakers 
will include a representative from 
Life Solutions (formerly the fac-
ulty and staff assistance program), 
who will discuss handling stress 
in the workplace; a nutritionist/
dietician, and a representative of 
the Port Authority of Allegheny 
County, who is expected to discuss 
the public transit service changes 
set to start in March.

Also at the Nov. 18 meeting, 
SAC members affirmed the fol-
lowing committee leaders:

• Sherry Shrum, chair, and 
Steve Zupcic, vice chair, ben-
efits;

• Pamela Weid, chair, and 
Peggy McNeil, vice chair, elec-
tions;

• Meg Mayer-Costa, chair, 
and Carol Hodgkiss, vice chair, 
governance;

• Angela Coldren, chair, and 
Rich Colwell, vice chair, griev-
ance;

• Libby Hilf, chair, and J.P. 
Matychak, vice chair, marketing 

Alternative commuting 
methods have driven Pitt 
to victory in a carbon 

dioxide-saving commuter chal-
lenge that pitted the University 
against participants at eight other 
institutions.

California-based AlterNet-
Rides, which promotes alterna-
tive transportation, is behind the 
concept that allows organizations 
to set up a challenge to encour-
age participants to use alternative 
commuting methods. 

Participants in the second 
annual nationwide Fall Campus 
Challenge earned points by log-
ging their commuting mileage and 
method on the commuterchal-
lenges.com web site during the 
month of October. 

Driving alone earned zero 
points, but participants who went 
to work by bike, on foot or who 
telecommuted could earn 100 
points for the day. Using public 
transit earned participants 95 
points. Commuting on a motor-
cycle was worth 50 points, using 
a motor scooter gained the rider 
60 points. Carpool/vanpoolers 
earned 1,000 points per com-
muting day.

Pitt took second place in the 
2008 fall campus challenge, in 
which 13 schools participated. 

This year, Pitt took first place 
in competition against Penn State, 
Oregon State, the University 
of Kentucky, the University of 
North Texas, the University of 

Alaska-Fairbanks, the University 
of Texas-Austin, the University 
of Maryland-Baltimore County 
and the University of South 
Carolina. 

Pitt’s 76 participants saved 
13,708 pounds of carbon dioxide. 
Overall, 996 participants across 
the nine schools saved a total of 
74,168 pounds of carbon dioxide 
— the equivalent of taking six 
cars off the road for a year. (Using 
statistics from the U.S. Energy 
Information Administration, 
challenge organizers estimate that 
the average vehicle, driven 12,000 
miles and getting 20 miles per 
gallon of gas, emits 11,742 pounds 
of carbon dioxide annually.)  

Pitt’s participation in the 
annual campus challenge is spear-
headed by assistant director of 
parking Janet Thomas, who said 
she became aware of the compe-
tition through a transportation 
listserve and thought it would be 
a good way for the University to 
showcase its alternative commut-
ing programs and participants.

Although the University merely 
gains bragging rights with its title, 
prizes are awarded at random to 
participants. Kathy Buccigrossi 
of Pitt’s Office of Student Affairs 
won an iPod Nano as one of two 
grand prize winners. 

Pitt will defend its title in 
the third annual challenge, said 
Thomas, who intends to promote 
the competition again next fall. 
— Kimberly K. Barlow           n

SAC collecting donations for holiday drive
and communications;

• Marissa Arlet, chair, and 
Karen Zellars, vice chair, program 
and planning;

• Jennifer Welton, chair, and 
Michael Semcheski, vice chair, 
research and information;

• Monika Losagio, chair, and 
Barbara Adelman, vice chair, salary 
and job classification, and

• Rick Fabean, chair, and 
Ken Doty, vice chair, safety and 
security.

q
In other SAC business:
• SAC President Gwen Wat-

kins criticized Pittsburgh Mayor 
Luke Ravenstahl’s proposal to 
levy a 1 percent tax on student 
tuition. 

“This is not a fair tax because 
students already are paying their 
fair share. Most of them live off 
campus where they pay rent and a 
lot of them have jobs where they 
pay taxes. We stand behind our 
students in rejecting this tax. We 
should find a way to help Pitts-
burgh, but that’s not the way to 
do it,” Watkins said.

• Annabelle Clippinger, vice 
president of marketing and com-

By foot, bus or bike:
Pitt commuters show 
their winning ways 

Work-study student Peter Lahoda, coordinator of veterans services Dee Kreiling and Office of Veter-
ans Services director Ann Rairigh pack donations that will be mailed to local soldiers in Afghanistan 
through the new “Pitt’s Packed with Patriotism” program.

Pitt’s Office of Veterans 
Services, the College 
of General Studies stu-

dent government board and the 
McCarl Center for Nontra-
ditional Student Success have 
launched the “Pitt’s Packed with 
Patriotism” project to support 
deployed local soldiers. 

Donations of personal hygiene 
items, snacks, magazines, DVDs 
and games, along with photos 
and letters for the soldiers may be 
dropped off in the McCarl Center 
or the Veterans Services office on 
the 4th floor of the Cathedral of 
Learning.

Items that are especially 
appreciated by the soldiers include 
shampoo, bar soap, shaving cream, 
razors, women’s hygiene items, 
powdered drink mixes, gum, 
vitamins, protein products, energy 
drinks and American cigarettes, 
said Ann Rairigh, director of 
veterans services.

Money for postage also is 
needed. Initial donations have 

Kimberly K. Barlow

Program supports local soldiers
been received from a local veter-
ans group and private individuals, 
but that $250 won’t cover all the 
parcels they plan to mail, she said. 
(The office cannot accept cash, but 
checks may be made payable to the 
University of Pittsburgh Office of 
Veterans Services.)

The project will continue 
beyond the holiday season, but the 
next shipment will be sent Dec. 1 
in order to reach soldiers in the 
316th Army Reserve Engineer-
ing Asphalt Detachment before 
Christmas. The Butler-based 
reservists were deployed last 
spring to build forward operating 
bases and expand Camp Leather-
neck in Afghanistan. 

(For a glimpse of their living 
conditions, a tongue-in-cheek 
video titled “Camp Leatherneck 
Resort & Spa” can be viewed on 

YouTube.com.)
Rairigh said the flat rate boxes 

she uses to ship the items typically 
take about one week to reach their 
destination.

“We’re sending to people we 
know,” said Rairigh, noting that 
items collected through the proj-
ect will be directed to units with 
local ties or to Pitt students and 
alumni who are serving overseas. 
She hopes to send two shipments 
to the engineering unit — which 
includes her husband and several 
Pitt alumni — before they return 
home in April. Later shipments 
will be sent in care of a Pitt student 
whose Army unit is to be sent to 
Afghanistan in April, she said.

For additional information, 
contact Rairigh at amr142@pitt.
edu.
— Kimberly K. Barlow           n

munications, noted that a dona-
tion form for SAC’s Endowed 
Book Fund for Children of Staff 
is online at the council’s upgraded 
web site (www.pitt.edu/~sac).

This year’s book fund winners 
are expected to be recognized at 
the Dec. 3 long-term staff recogni-
tion ceremony.

Additionally, Clippinger 
reported that SAC is hoping to 
convert from a paper version to 
an electronic newsletter.

• Shrum reported that the 
benefits committee approved 
a proposal to establish a Uni-
versity-wide sick leave bank of 
staff-donated sick time to benefit 
those staff members who have 
used up their accrued time off, 
but still have conditions that 
prevent them from working. She 
added that many of Pitt’s peer 
institutions have such programs 
in place. The proposal now goes 
to SAC’s steering committee for 
consideration.

• Mayer-Costa reported that 
the governance committee is 
reviewing SAC bylaws with a goal 
of eliminating redundancies.
—Peter Hart                          n
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Contrary to popular belief, 
non-white students’ reluc-
tance to “act white” is not 

the source of the racial gap in 
student achievement, according to 
a national expert in race relations 
and urban schooling.

Rather, non-racial school 
structures are responsible for 
the gap, according to Amanda E. 
Lewis, who spoke here Nov. 19 
on why racial inequality thrives 
in good schools. 

Lewis, a sociology faculty 
member at Emory University, 
spoke as part of Pitt’s Center on 
Race and Social Problems lecture 
series. Her areas of expertise 
include race and ethnic relations, 
urban schooling, children and 
youth, gender and urban eth-
nography. 

She is co-author of “Challeng-
ing Racism in Higher Education: 
Promoting Justice.” 

Lewis has studied suburban 
school achievement and under-
performing black students in 
suburban schools.

Her research focuses on how 
the paths that black and Latino 
students follow differ from their 
white counterparts at a school she 
calls Riverview, the fictitious name 
of a real Midwest suburban high 
school of about 3,000 students (45 
percent whites, 37 percent African 
Americans and a small cohort of 
Latinos).

“This is a self-proclaimed pro-
gressive community in which race 
still shapes educational opportu-
nities and outcomes, and where 
despite attending the same school, 
black and Latino students navigate 
a very different educational plane 
than their white counterparts,” 
Lewis said. 

Her study was based on about 
200 interviews with parents, stu-
dents, teachers and administrators 
at the school and comparative data 
from a national survey of 40,000 
suburban high school students. 

“Rather than focus on topics 
of overt racial exclusion, we 
argue that most racial patterns are 
supported instead by structural 
inequalities, institutional practices 
and racial ideologies that mutually 
reinforce one another, but are 
themselves largely non-racial,” 
Lewis said.

Such practices include the 
academic tracking system, which 
ostensibly results from a benign 
application of merit-based selec-
tion criteria, but which, Lewis 
said, is influenced by parental 
desires, individual aspirations 
and perceived expectations that 
vary greatly between white and 
minority students and their 
families, despite being in a similar 
economic class.

“In some ways we were exam-
ining what should be a best-case 
scenario. Riverview High School 
has been stably racially integrated 
for over 40 years; students from 
all racial groups receive higher 
test scores than in the nearby large 
cities, and the majority of gradu-
ates in all racial groups attend 
college,” Lewis noted.

However, the school’s successes 
belie stark patterns of inequality, 
she said. “Almost 90 percent of 
white students met or exceeded 
standards in both reading and 
math, while just 30 percent of 
blacks and less than 15 percent of 
Latinos did. Similarly, if you look 
at composite SAT scores, while all 
students at the school are doing 
better than national averages [of 
their racial peers], African Ameri-

cans and Latinos continue to lag 
way behind whites,” Lewis said.

“Blacks and Latinos achieve 
significantly lower grades and test 
scores than their white counter-
parts; they’re much less likely to 
be involved in school activities; 
they’re far more likely to be sus-
pended or otherwise disciplined; 
they’re far more likely to attend 
two- rather than four-year col-
leges, and they’re inequitably 
distributed across course levels in 
all subjects,” she said.

“So we’re grappling with these 
deep contradictions between pat-
terns of success and disparities in 
a highly resourced, racially inte-
grated suburban school.”

Why aren’t black and Latino 
students achieving at higher 
rates even in the more affluent 
schools?

One popular explanation is 
the oppositional culture theory, 
outlined by author John Ogbu in 
1986, Lewis said.

“According to Ogbu, when we 
try to understand the experience of 
minorities in the U.S., we need to 
distinguish between involuntary 
and voluntary minorities. Invol-
untary minorities are those who 
were forcibly incorporated into 
the United States as a result of 
slavery. And that forms a different 
relationship within schools from 
voluntary minorities who have 
come to the U.S. of their own free 
will,” she said.

While voluntary minorities 
tend to compare their situation 
in the United States favorably to 
that in their former homeland, 
involuntary minorities instead 
compare their situation to that 
of the dominant group. They 
understand through experience 
that, relatively speaking, their 
opportunities are constrained 
along a number of dimensions.

“With that understanding of 
the many institutional barriers 
they face when trying to succeed, 
Ogbu hypothesizes that involun-
tary minorities essentially disen-
gage from the dominant culture 
of those institutions and develop 
an oppositional culture,” Lewis 
explained.

Ogbu argued that high-achiev-
ing black students bear what 
he called “the burden of acting 
white,” Lewis said. “That is, Afri-
can Americans define a whole set 
of behaviors and styles as ‘white,’ 
including commitment to school 
success, and therefore reject 
schools as a white domain.” 

The Ogbu hypothesis now 

is held up as the gold standard 
explanation for the racial achieve-
ment gap. 

“Despite its popularity in the 
press, there is in fact to date little 
conclusive evidence that negative 
peer pressure is prevalent among 
black students or unique to their 
peer group,” Lewis said.

Data show that bright students 
of all races get teased as nerds or 
brainiacs and lower-achieving 
students of all races are teased.

“This is very important: If 
this theory can explain anything 
about the achievement gap, it has 
to be a particular black thing that 
doesn’t go on in any other group. 
Teasing or peer pressure must be 
race-specific. It can’t be something 
that all students are subject to,” 
she said.

“Peer pressure also has to be 
pervasive, affecting a large part 
of the population, and it has to 
be tied to achievement-related 
behavior. Under this theory it has 
to be tied somehow to a commit-
ment to studying or class work,” 
Lewis said.

“Overall, what we find is that 
students of all races who reported 
a high desire for achievement and 
who understood that school suc-
cess would be a factor for later 
success in life, that the data show 
they along with most of their 
friends care about grades and 
encourage their friends to higher 
educational achievement.”

The suspicion then, she said, 
is that these students have high 
aspirations because they don’t see 
racial discrimination as a barrier 
and don’t identify with an oppo-
sitional culture. “However, this 
actually isn’t the case with the 
minority students. They believe 
that being black would make their 
efforts to get ahead in life much 
more difficult,” Lewis said. 

“So this runs counter to the idea 
that recognizing discrimination in 
the school and in society would 
lead to lower aspirations.” 

Regarding the so-called burden 
of acting white, Lewis said that 
most African-American students 

at Riverview reported that it wasn’t 
a problem. 

Other research data that chal-
lenge the oppositional culture 
theory include:

• Black students want to attend 
college at the same rate, spend 
about the same amount of time on 
homework and have similar rates 
of absenteeism when compared to 
whites of the same social class.

• African Americans who do 
well in school are among the 
most popular with their peers and 
possess more pro-school attitudes 
than whites.

• Few students of any race 
reported that their friends make 
fun of people who try to do well 
in school.

• The survey of 40,000 stu-
dents in 15 multi-racial affluent 
suburban districts found that 
African-American students are 
more likely than their white peers 
to report that their friends think 
it’s very important to study hard 
and get good grades.

Some recent research has 
found moderate support for the 
acting-white hypothesis, she said, 
“but only in the racially integrated 
schools with high levels of racial 
inequality in tracking ... not in 
schools where blacks are well 
represented in AP and honors 
classes.”

If oppositional culture is not 
the cause of the achievement gap, 
what is?

“In schools like Riverview we 
find everyday institutionalized 
discrimination, including such 
things as racial stereotypes and 
race-based performance expecta-
tions. We find highly racialized 
school practices and structures 
like tracking and discipline, and 
the way that school practices dif-
ferently respond to and reward the 
social and culture influences that 
students bring to school,” Lewis 
maintained.

“These dynamics don’t receive 
much attention; partly that’s 
because they’re harder to docu-
ment. There are few of these 
dynamics that take the shape of 
explicit racist behavior. What we 
find is institutionalized discrimi-
nation in the form of apparently 
non-racial structures and mecha-
nisms that have very racialized 
outcomes,” Lewis said.

“By moving away from the 
traditional social science charac-
terization of discrimination, we 
find all the subtle ways that racial 
characterizations shape our think-
ing and interactions in ways that 

we often are not even conscious 
of,” she said.

Lewis said other factors that 
contribute to the achievement 
gap include:

• Even in comparable social 
and economic classes, white fami-
lies compared to black families 
tend to have more educational 
resources, more time flexibility to 
tend to children’s education.

• Certain kinds of school 
resources pay off more for whites. 
For example, school personnel 
assume that most white students 
come from upper- or middle-
class families and that most black 
and Latino students do not. “So 
it doesn’t matter anymore what 
your economic status really is, 
when your whiteness becomes 
the primary signifier that is being 
acted upon.”

In dealing with white students, 
school personnel often acted pro-
actively, anticipating that parents 
most likely would pressure them 
if they didn’t.

“If a white student is not doing 
well in a class, the teachers hear 
about it, the parents follow up. 
The squeaky wheel gets the oil,” 
Lewis said.

“But if the parents’ interven-
tion actually pays off in achieve-
ment outcomes, that’s a school 
policy matter. The school has the 
responsibility to advocate for all 
students, and that isn’t happening, 
even though much of this happens 
outside conscious thought,” she 
added.

“The general belief that whites 
are more competent than people of 
color affects performance expecta-
tions formed by everyone — par-
ents, students and teachers.”

Patterns in tracking, for exam-
ple, reflect different performance 
expectations. “Blacks are over-
represented in the lower tracks. 
Not only has the distribution in the 
tracks become racialized, among 
the most troubling data show that 
the tracks themselves have become 
associated with groups.”

There also are curricular con-
sequences to the discrimination 
in the tracking system. She said 
the higher-track classes get the 
best teachers, the most resources, 
the smallest number of students. 
The minority students have no 
opportunities to catch up, she 
said. “What are we doing with 
our so-called lower-ability stu-
dents, except expecting nothing 
of them?”

Lewis’s research finds that 
institutional and interpersonal dis-
crimination as well as apparently 
non-racial and well-intentioned 
practices contribute to different 
experiences and cumulatively 
contribute to outcomes. 

Where there are multiple 
discretionary steps related to 
teachers’ expectations or where 
parental desires are at work, 
more inequality results, Lewis 
maintained. “Even people with 
the best intentions have a negative 
effect,” she said.  

“Discussing these dynamics 
with schools, however, remains 
very difficult, because often when 
words like discrimination are 
used school personnel become 
defensive. But I emphasize that 
this doesn’t mean that school staff 
are racist or any more racist than 
anyone else in our society, but we 
need to look at whether school 
processes equalize or exacerbate 
racial inequality in economic, 
social and cultural resources.”
—Peter Hart                          n

... isn’t the cause of the 
racial performance gap 
in schools, lecturer says

A
reluctance
to 
“act white”

Amanda E. Lewis
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Youth gang violence con-
tinues to plague American 
cities, and the customary 

techniques for combating the 
problem don’t work, according 
to a national expert.

“The criminal justice system, 
legislators, politicians and many 
policymakers have made a major 
blunder in calling for only sanc-
tions to address the youth gang 
problem,” said Irving A. Spergel, 
George Herbert Jones Profes-
sor Emeritus at the University 
of Chicago, who discussed his 
model for countermanding gang 
violence in a lecture here last 
month sponsored by Pitt’s Center 
on Race and Social Problems. “It’s 
less costly and more effective to 
counter youth gang violence if 
agencies and community groups 
work together in a collaborative 
outreach fashion.” 

Spergel, who has studied inner 
city gang-related issues since the 
1950s, developed the “Spergel 
Model,” which has been piloted in 
some 20 American cities over the 
past decade and is endorsed by the 
U.S. Department of Justice.

He said it is impossible to 
eliminate gangs, but that reducing 
gang-related violence is a tenable 
goal. 

“In the course of my work as 
a social worker, administrator, 
program designer and, at this point 
in my career, a program evaluator, 
I’ve concluded that an effective 
approach to the gang problem 
requires a team of outreach work-
ers getting out into the streets 
and developing relationships 
with kids,” he said. Such a team 
includes street gang youth work-
ers, police and probation officers, 
teachers and social service agency 
workers all targeting gang youths 
engaged in violence and serious 
criminal activity, and focused on 
those youths at the highest risk of 
participating in such gang activity, 
Spergel said.

“Also required are the involve-
ment and coordination of orga-
nizations and community groups 
whose workers are or should be 
concerned with the problem, 
along with close monitoring of 
their efforts to make sure everyone 
is doing the job they’re supposed 
to do,” he said. “A comprehen-
sive multi-strategy approach is 
required if we are to reduce and 
control the problem. The assump-
tion I’m making is that the gang 
problem is not just what the kids 
do, it’s also what’s contributing 
to the problem, and that is the 
response — or lack of it — of the 
community.”

He said politicians, police and 
policymakers are naive in mea-
suring the effectiveness of their 
efforts solely on incarceration 
and crime rates, because this fails 
to address the root causes of gang 
violence. 

Those causes are multitudi-
nous, Spergel maintained, which is 
why it takes years for any program 
directed at youth gang violence to 
succeed. He cited conditions that 
lead to gang formation: the pres-

ence of low-status, low-income 
marginalized minority, racial 
and ethnic groups; population 
movement; de facto segregation; 
racism/ethnocentrism; local gov-
ernment policies; neighborhood 
organization; family disorganiza-
tion; limited economic opportu-
nities, and the concentrations of 
socially deviant youth subcultures, 
as well as the weakness, conflicted 
interest and disorganization of 
local community agencies.

“By community, I mean more 
than just the residents. It’s also the 
cops, the teachers, the community 
service workers, the businesses, 
the churches, the local govern-
ments,” Spergel said. “You have 
to bring resources into the com-
munity. It has to be a two-way 
interaction.”

Part of the problem also is the 
lack of sufficient support for gang 
programs from sponsoring and 
funding agencies, including the 
criminal justice organizations, 
foundations and social science 
research communities, that often 
would rather study the scope of the 
problem than what effectively can 
be done about it, he said.

A small irony in this situation is 
that it should be easy to mobilize 
resources to help prevent and sup-
press gang violence because there 
is universal consensus against it. 

“And that includes the gang 
members themselves,” Spergel 
said. Much of the violence is 
retaliation for perceived territorial 
violation or is considered neces-
sary self-protection, rather than 
gratuitous, although there also 
is some of that type, he noted. 
“Gangs can’t be blamed for every 
homicide,” although sometimes 
that is the public’s perception, 
he said.

“When you think of gang kids, 
you have to realize that gangs are 
different and they change over 
time. The kids in a gang are dif-
ferent and they change over time,” 
Spergel said.

Gangs can be formed around 
different commonalities: “The 
kids with a chip on their shoulder; 
the kids who want to smoke pot 
or get drunk. It’s a mixed bag. 
The way the gangs target new 
members differs as well,” he said. 
New members may be tapped by 
a family member, or they may 
join because they are not doing 
well in school or because they 
come from a dysfunctional family. 
Schools contribute to gang forma-
tion when they suspend students 
rather than giving them on-site 
detention, he noted.

“What are the motivations to 
join a gang? It’s not necessarily 
the most aggressive kids. It’s often 

kids where the mother is working; 
the father is out of the picture, 
and the gang becomes a surrogate 
parent or family. Maybe the kid is 
not doing well in school, and he 
feels like in the gang he is gaining 
respect or status,” Spergel said.

Spergel’s model focuses on 
youth from about 12 or 13 to 
21 or 22. “Sometimes there are 
older gang members, but many 
of them move on in their 20s. 
It’s the younger ones who start 
off with petty damage such as 
graffiti, property destruction 
and mob action, and then move 
on to heavier violence. Based 
on national gun violence data, 
shooters usually are 15-19. Even-
tually, you find a criminal system 
developing. These patterns are 
similar across the world. They 
have to make a living, make a buck, 
so opportunities arise involv-
ing crime like selling drugs, for 
example,” Spergel said. 

The main goal of his model, 
he said, is to improve community 
capacity to reduce gang crime 
and violence. Spergel outlined 
suggested tactics and strategies, 
structures and processes derived 
from his model:

• Target the most violent gang 
members. “The immediate target 
has to be cutting violence down,” 
Spergel said.

• Balance the roles of the social 
youth worker and the police. “A 
social worker calling the cops 
when he sees a crime is a problem 
unless the cops will keep the infor-
mant confidential. So they have 
to communicate and build a good 
relationship,” Spergel said. 

Social workers need to develop 
a professional relationship with 
kids, rather than a peer relation-
ship, so they can offer counseling 
and warnings to prevent crime. 
The best way to build trust is 
through an introduction to gang 
members by a former member 
of the gang, although that is not 
absolutely necessary, he added. 

• Employ an intensity and 
continuity of effort. “Youth work-
ers can’t just be there when a fight 
breaks out. They have to be out in 
the streets on Friday and Saturday 
nights and even, if possible, daily,” 

“It’s less costly and more effective 
to counter youth gang violence if 
agencies and community groups 
work together in a collaborative 
outreach fashion.”

 —Irving A. Spergel

Pittsburgh’s anti-gang violence initiative has been taking 
shape recently, aided by Pitt faculty researchers who have 
been retained to gather and analyze gang-related data.

The Pittsburgh Initiative to Reduce Crime (PIRC) was launched 
in September 2008 by Mayor Luke Ravenstahl and City Council 
member Ricky Burgess, and guided by David Kennedy, professor 
and director of the Center for Crime Prevention and Control at 
the City University of New York who has led a similar program 
in Boston.

To support PIRC, Ravenstahl has directed $160,000 in city funds 
and  council has directed $40,000 in council funds toward the costs 
of retaining Kennedy and Pitt’s School of Social Work.

John Wallace of social work is the principal investigator and 
Michael Yonas of Pitt’s School of Medicine is co-principal inves-
tigator of the initiative.

The researchers expect to conduct an incident review of homi-
cides in the City of Pittsburgh, 2003-2008; analyze the networks of 
relationships between street-level groups involved in gun violence 
in the city; document the design and implementation process of 
PIRC; evaluate the impact of PIRC on gun-related violence and 
homicide in the city, and make recommendations on ways to 
address the problem of violence based on lessons learned from the 
implementation of PIRC.

Kennedy told city officials that he plans to bring in an experi-
enced team from the University of Cincinnati to aid in the anti-
gang effort. 

Irving Spergel, George Herbert Jones Professor Emeritus at 
the University of Chicago, who discussed the “Spergel Model” 
for reducing gang-related violence in a lecture here last month, 
commented, “I heard the city was hiring David Kennedy, so it 
looks like you’re moving in the right direction.” Spergel added 
that Kennedy’s gang-intervention program, “Operation Ceasefire: 
The Boston Gun Project,” had been quite successful in lowering 
violent crime.
—Peter Hart                                                                           n 

Pitt faculty contribute 
to city’s anti-gang efforts

he said. “They have to contact 
gang member peers and families, 
teachers and ministers.”

• Commit to the problem 
long-term. “This is very frustrat-
ing work. You may have some 
successes, but surely you’ll have 
some failures,” Spergel said.

• Promote social interven-
tion. 

• Mobilize the community.
• Provide social and economic 

opportunities, such as jobs and 
job training.

• Suppress crime. “You do need 
some pressure, you need the cops 
out there. If [a gang member] does 
something wrong, if he shoots 
somebody, there have to be con-
sequences,” Spergel said. On the 
other hand, a social worker who 
has established trust is in position 
to ward off crime by counseling 
youths against it, he said.

In terms of its overall structure, 
Spergel’s model recommends 
establishing a steering commit-
tee with representatives from the 
mayor’s office, city council, the 
various social service government 
agencies, youth social workers, 
police and probation officers. 
From among that group, there 
needs to be an inter-agency street 
team, working in collaboration.

Institutional representatives 
should include criminal justice, 
social services, schools, churches, 
businesses, government, employ-
ment/training programs and 
researchers to evaluate progress.

The processes to implement 
the model include: defining the 
problems and issues confronting 
the youths; planning in a coordi-
nated way; organizing community 
participation; establishing case 
management programs; assess-
ing and evaluating programs; 
fundraising to support the street 
work, and, eventually, promoting 
legislative action.

Finally, Spergel decried the 
lack of research done on a prob-
lem that clearly is widespread and 
impacts most communities.

“We don’t really know enough 
about the scope or seriousness 
of the gang problem and even 
less about what you do about the 
problem. How do you evaluate 
these programs? Someone claims 
success, but where’s the data? The 
nature of the research has to be 
much improved,” he said. “We 
need police data, gang-related 
or gang-motivated data, data on 
various elements that define the 
problem: How to help someone 
leave a gang; how to make com-
parisons between communities, 
one with a program in place, one 
without. 

“I fault the federal government 
and foundations who are looking 
at research and evaluation of gang 
programs as an afterthought. They 
come in and apply a little bit of 
money and say, ‘Go ahead, solve 
the problem.’ This is an expensive 
process, but it’s the only way we 
can learn what works and what 
doesn’t work.”
—Peter Hart                          n

Pitt’s regional campuses soon will qualify for funding to study issues 
facing rural Pennsylvania.

Legislation signed into law last month amends the regulations for 
the Center for Rural Pennsylvania, which distributes grants to fund 
studies of the issues facing rural communities, including economic 
development, educational outreach and government finance.

Previously, only State System of Higher Education schools and Penn 
State were eligible. Now Pitt’s regional campuses will be eligible for 
the grants of up to $60,000. The bill also adds agriculture along with 
health and welfare concerns to the list of eligible subject areas.       n

Regionals eligible for research funds
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Sanctions alone can’t stop gang 
violence, national expert insists
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Local governments
& nonprofits

The Pittsburgh region isn’t alone in its 
struggles with public policy over what sort 
of support tax-exempt nonprofit organiza-

tions should provide local government.
In light of the public policy controversy that 

is playing out locally and elsewhere around the 
country, Pitt’s Johnson Institute for Responsible 
Leadership recently invited a panel of experts to 
a town hall-style dialog on the issues and possible 
solutions.

Pennsylvania has long been a poster child for 
dysfunctional relationships between nonprofits and 
local governments, said Johnson Institute director 
Kevin Kearns, who said it wasn’t difficult to see a 
flare-up looming. 

The added strain of tight municipal finances has 
turned up the heat on the long-simmering tensions, 
virtually guaranteeing that the issue would again 
come to a boil as local government officials look to 
plug budget gaps through proposed taxes and fees 
that would impact local nonprofits.

However, Kearns admitted that as he began plan-
ning the forum last summer, he didn’t foresee exactly 
how timely the Nov. 6 event would be. Attendees 
awoke that morning to headlines announcing the 
Allegheny County Council’s approval of an “essen-
tial services fee” based on the size of buildings on 
tax-exempt property. Criticized as a thinly veiled 
tax on nonprofits, the move has since been vetoed 
by county executive Dan Onorato, but other pro-
posals are being tossed into the pot at city, county 
and state levels.

In the weeks since, Pittsburgh Mayor Luke 
Ravenstahl’s proposed “fair share tax,” intended to 
raise $16 million in part through a 1 percent fee on 
college tuition, also has met with local backlash.

Most recently, state Senator Wayne D. Fontana 
(D-42) announced he planned to introduce a pro-
posal next month that would allow an “essential 
services fee” on tax-exempt property owners who 
do not participate in voluntary financial agreements 
with their municipalities.

“This could go on for awhile,” Kearns told the 
University Times, expressing his personal doubts 
as to whether the political will for action could be 
found at the state level due to the division of urban 
and rural interests across Pennsylvania.

“There’s probably no solution in the short term,” 
he said, given that the legislature lacked the politi-
cal will to pass a state budget in a timely manner, 
let alone tackle the thorny issue of nonprofits’ tax 
exemption.

Although he finds it difficult to predict what will 
happen, he foresees a series of piecemeal fixes before 
the legislature provides a systematic one.

Assessing the local situation, Kearns said he 
sees it becoming more and more dysfunctional 
and heavy handed. “I hope it stops soon.” Kearns 
said on one hand, local governments shouldn’t 
tap nonprofits to solve legacy issues — such as the 
city’s plan to tax students in an effort to shore up 
underfunded pension obligations. “That’s a legacy 
problem resulting from past fiscal mismanagement, 
not a service fee,” he said.

He did note that a student fee similar to the 
$52 local services tax imposed on non-residents 
who work in the city likely could be assessed. But 
rather than being based on tuition, he said, to be 
equitable it should be a flat fee based on some sort 
of logic. 

For their part, nonprofits should abandon the 
argument that they shouldn’t be taxed because 
they are economic engines for the region, Kearns 
recommended.  “Their argument has to be made 
on mission grounds, not economic ones,” he said, 
noting that plenty of companies that pay taxes 
likewise are economic engines. 

Instead of upping the rhetoric, the parties need 
to sit down together to determine what makes 
sense, he said. The solution may involve nonprofit 
payments. It may involve finding different revenue 
sources for the city, he said.

Kearns said he felt the Nov. 6 forum succeeded as 
a good conversation, bringing together experts with 
a multiplicity of viewpoints to present a balanced 
perspective on a complicated issue. He prefaced the 
forum with the disclaimer that Pitt, as a nonprofit 
and owner of tax-exempt land, has a stake in the 
outcome of the proposed government actions. He 
clarified that the goal of the discussion was not to 
advocate for a position or present biased arguments, 
but to examine the topic from a broader perspective 
and learn from the experience of others. 

Video of the entire session is available in two 
parts at http://mediasite.cidde.pitt.edu/media-
site/Viewer/?peid=39bbf7bb-13b5-4c10-8c65-
96588174c22b and http://mediasite.cidde.pitt.
edu/mediasite/Viewer/?peid=31e1a0cf-254e-4131-
a911-14cd5f502a53.

As a postscript to the event, Kearns has co-
authored an article with recommendations for 
municipal governments and nonprofits that is to 
appear in an upcoming issue of Nonprofit Quar-
terly.

The debate over what, how 
and how much tax-exempt 
organizations should con-

tribute toward public services 
has all the characteristics of a 
classic wicked problem, said 
Kevin Kearns, director of Pitt’s 
Johnson Institute for Responsible 
Leadership.

“There are multiple actors and 
stakeholders — all of whom have 
different values and belief systems. 
There are problems where the 

data are not necessarily reliable 
or totally transparent and where 
options are almost unlimited in 
terms of the range of feasible 
solutions,” he said during a discus-
sion on the relationship between 
tax-exempt organizations and 
municipalities held Nov. 6 at the 
University Club.

The issue is not merely a 
technical one of facts and figures, 
dollars and cents, Kearns said, but 
also a deeper one that is rooted in 

democratic philosophies regard-
ing the limits on what govern-
ments can do and what they can 
ask other sectors to do.

“It’s a problem with tremen-
dous interdisciplinary aspects, 
some of which are economic, some 
of which are financial/accounting 
in nature… and many of which are 
fundamentally political,” Kearns 
said. 

In a dialog titled “Tax-exempt 
Organizations and Municipal 

Finance: Examining Legal Prec-
edents and Financial Realities,” 
the Johnson Institute brought 
together local and national experts 
to discuss the unique problems 
that arise in municipalities where 
high concentrations of property 
tax-exempt nonprofits make their 
home.

Communication, compromise 
and cooperation ranked high 
among panelists’ suggestions for 
moving forward.

Noting that both nonprof-
its and local governments are 
starved for resources, Nonprofit 
Quarterly magazine columnist 
Rick Cohen said this is a case of 
mutual starvation in which both 
sides are looking at each other for 
resources. 

Because Pittsburgh is not 
unique in its position as a city with 
a high percentage of tax-exempt 
properties within its bounds, the 
discussion, moderated by Cohen, 
touched on the history and status 
of the local situation and presented 
examples of what is occurring 
elsewhere.

Providing the local perspec-
tive were School of Education 
faculty member and former City of 
Pittsburgh finance director James 
Turner and Graduate School of 
Public and International Affairs 
professor Sabina Deitrick. Adding 
the broader view were Joe Geiger, 
executive director of the Pennsyl-
vania Association of Nonprofit 
Organizations; professor Evelyn 
Brody of the Chicago-Kent Law 
School, and Woods Bowman of 
DePaul University’s School of 
Public Service, who is an econo-
mist, a former Cook County, Ill. 
finance director and a former 
Illinois state legislator.

By the numbers
GSPIA’s Deitrick framed the 

local situation with details from 
her research on the economic 
impact of the region’s nonprofit 
organizations. 

While it’s difficult to quan-
tify and to value the tax-exempt 
properties owned by nonprofits 
within the city, what is known is 
that the nonprofit sector “is big, 
it’s growing, and fairly geographi-
cally concentrated in the city of 
Pittsburgh,” Deitrick said. 

“Certainly all three of those 
have implications for the current 
debate today on what’s going to 
happen on property taxes and 
taxing within the sector itself,” 
she said.

Deitrick’s 2007 research, 
co-authored with Christopher 
Briem of Pitt’s University Center 
for Social and Urban Research, 
showed that the region’s non-
profit sector in 2006 directly 
employed about 148,000 people 
and accounted for more than $16 
billion in gross regional prod-
uct, with an economic impact 
(including direct expenditures 
as well as indirect and induced 
expenditures) equating to nearly 
300,000 jobs. 

Compensation in the nonprofit 
sector totaled $6.2 billion in 
2006, up 8.5 percent in inflation-
adjusted dollars from 2002. The 
research found half of the region’s 
nonprofit employment is located 
within the city and about 25 per-
cent of the city’s 300,000 jobs are 
in the nonprofit sector.

The majority of the region’s 
3,200 nonprofit organizations have 
expenses of less than $100,000, 
Deitrick said. “Most of them are 
grassroots-level organizations. 

That certainly has implications 
when you’re talking about prop-
erty taxes. …Most of them won’t 
be involved in that discussion.”

However, others in the so-
called “eds and meds” — educa-
tion and health care — sector are 
economic engines in the region. 
“Health care, education and 
human services alone accounted 
for 90 percent of the nonprofit 
concentration in the city of Pitts-
burgh,” Deitrick said. 

The nonprofit sector tends to 
be more resilient during reces-
sions, Deitrick said. In spite of 
the budget cuts and financial 
strains being seen now, the sector’s 
employment figures “don’t change 
as drastically as they do in the for-
profit sector,” Deitrick said. “It’s a 
source of regional resilience and 
it has been a source of regional 
resilience since the decline of the 
steel industry.”

Whether that resilience will 
continue in light of the current 
recession remains to be seen.

In examining the sector’s 
performance over the past two 
recessions, “In some cases in parts 
of the state there was growth or 
flatness, and it wasn’t the same 
kind of decline we’re looking at 
today,” Deitrick said. “Within a 
recession like this one, which is 
clearly a lot bigger than the last 
two, the sector’s going to show 
downturns. Over time will it be 
stronger than other parts of the 
economy? I don’t know, but as we 
looked at the last two, it was not 
nearly as impacted as other parts 
of the economy.”

The value of nonprofits
According to the National 

Center for Charitable Statistics, 
there are more than 41,000 chari-
ties operating in Pennsylvania 
— not including faith-based 
organizations (which add another 
18,000) and those not required to 
file with the state, said Joe Geiger, 
executive director of the Pennsyl-
vania Association of Nonprofit 
Organizations. “Is it such a prob-
lem that we have an abundance of 
nonprofit organizations improv-
ing the quality of life?”

In addition to employing many 
Pennsylvanians — one person in 
nine in the state works for a non-
profit, while the national average is 
one in 11 — virtually all nonprofits 
pay some taxes and not all have 
property and sales tax exemptions, 
Geiger pointed out. 

He also pointed out the role 
nonprofits play in retaining nearby 
property values, arguing, “It’s 
great that there’s a museum, and 
a theatre and a church and a youth 
sports program in the community. 
Why would people want to live in 
a community where there were no 
nonprofit organizations?”

Legal status of nonprofits
Geiger noted that prior to the 

passage of Act 55 in 1997, local 
governments were challenging 
nonprofits’ tax-exempt status in 
court. Previously, a charity bore 
the burden of proof as to whether 
it qualified. But as a result of Act 
55, the challenger has to prove 
that the nonprofit is not eligible 
based on the standards spelled out 
in the act.

“What Act 55 did for nonprof-
its was it reduced significantly 
the number of challenges that 
were occurring between local 
government and charities over 
tax-exempt status,” Geiger said. 
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Evelyn Brody, a professor 
at the Chicago-Kent Law 
School, expanded on a 

report on the impact of tax-exempt 
property on the fiscal health of 
municipalities released in May 
by the Pennsylvania legislative 
budget and finance committee. 
It found that governments and 
churches account for nearly 75 
percent of the tax-exempt prop-
erty in the municipalities the 
committee reviewed — so the 
issue at hand relates to the other 
25 percent, she said. 

“Where you really find prob-
lems is in the municipalities that 
host eds and meds,” she said, citing 
the finding that 183, or 7 percent 
of Pennsylvania’s municipalities, 
host acute-care nonprofit hospi-
tals or colleges and universities. Of 
those 183 municipalities, nearly 
85 percent host only one such 
institution.

The committee found a wide 
variety of arrangements with 
nonprofits in the 47 host munici-
palities for which it had complete 
data: 

• In 40 municipalities, non-
profits provided public safety 
services either through their own 
police staff or contracts for police 
service. 

• In 32 municipalities, non-
profits paid real estate taxes on 
property not used for their institu-
tions’ public charity purpose. 

• In all 47, nonprofits paid 
municipal fees for services such 
as water and sewer.

• In 22 municipalities, non-
profits made cash and in-kind 
contributions. 

• In 30 municipalities, non-
profits contributed to local vol-
unteer fire companies. 

• Nonprofits in 26 munici-
palities participated in community 
revitalization/ economic develop-
ment initiatives. 

• Five municipalities received 
payments in lieu of taxes, or 
PILOTs. 

Brody detailed some of the 
oddities of PILOTs. “The prob-
lem with the PILOTs data is we 
don’t know what it is; it’s obscure,” 
Brody said, pointing out that the 

existence of a PILOT sometimes is 
unknown even within the munici-
pality itself.

In addition, in light of the 
report’s finding that school dis-
tricts typically received at least 
two-thirds of PILOT payments, 
Brody recounted what occurred in 
Philadelphia when it was time to 
renew an expiring PILOT. 

“The hospitals and universities 
had signed on when times were 
pretty good… When it was time 
to re-up they didn’t quite have 
the profits that they had been 
experiencing. And Philadelphia 
said, ‘Okay, we’ll reduce the dollar 
amount but pay it to the school 
district.’”

Brody called the arrangement 
“weird, because the whole point 
of PILOTs is that if you view the 
property tax as a benefits tax — as 
a tax that is providing funding for 
funding of services to the property 
itself, the one thing that the com-
mercial property owners are not 
benefiting from is the schools. 
They don’t have kids.”

The report viewed PILOTs as a 
limited help to financially strained 
municipal budgets because more 
than two-thirds of the municipali-
ties with the highest fiscal distress 
did not host a tax- exempt medical 
or educational institution.  

Brody said some PILOTs 
can be a way for government 
to indirectly tax a nonprofit’s 
income. “The institutions that 
look attractive to hit up for 
PILOTs are the ones that have 
positive revenue.” 

Beyond Pennsylvania
The report found only Con-

necticut and Rhode Island provide 
state funding for municipalities 
that are home to nonprofit hos-
pitals or universities.

Brody said in Connecticut 
the replacement rate is about 77 
percent of the taxes that would be 
paid otherwise; in Rhode Island, 
about 27 percent.

“There are two serious prob-
lems with that: One is, what are 
the taxes that otherwise would 
have been paid? Nobody’s assess-
ing exempt property. So now you 

have the incentive for the assessor 
to go out and appraise the hell out 
of this property because it’s going 
to be paid for by the state. The 
other problem is the state isn’t 
going to pay for it unless the state 
appropriates the funding.”

Brody offered a brief rundown 
of issues in other states:

• An Illinois Supreme Court 
decision is pending in a large prop-
erty tax case involving Provena 
Covenant Hospital in Urbana.

• In New York, municipal 
rumblings prompted a state sena-
tor to convene a roundtable on 
the issue. 

• In Minnesota, following a 
court decision that found a child 
care center did not qualify as a 
purely public charity due to its 
fees, changes were made in state 
statutes on the requirements for 
charities.

• In Boston, which has what 
Brody said is the oldest voluntary 
PILOT program, dating back to 
the 1920s, last year 43 tax-exempt 
institutions contributed a total of 
$31 million, including $12.7 mil-
lion from education and medical 
institutions. In fiscal 2009, it’s esti-
mated that Boston’s eds and meds 
will contribute $14.5 million. 

• Several proposals came up 
in the Rhode Island legislature 
over the summer, Brody said. One 
gave municipalities the option of 
imposing a tax on 20 percent of 
all real and personal properties 
owned by private colleges and 
universities that were not partici-
pating in PILOTs.

Another proposed an impact 
fee on a portion of the real estate 
property value for colleges and 
universities with real estate valued 
at more than $20 million. Sepa-
rately, the city of Providence in 
May proposed a $150 per semester 
service fee on higher education 
students to defray the cost of police 
and fire protection. 

Nonprofits fought both the 
student head tax and the impact 
fees, Brody said, adding that in 
July the Providence city council 
formed a commission to study the 
tax-exempts issue. 
—Kimberly K. Barlow            n

How is the problem handled elsewhere?

“It doesn’t mean the issue went 
away,” he added, noting that some 
local governments “got creative” 
in what they called taxes, while 
others disregarded the law and still 
mounted court challenges.

“You see charities who obvi-
ously meet the criteria being 
challenged and you think in terms 
of what’s the drain on the charity 
who has to go through with the 
court case to address the chal-
lenge? That’s money taken off the 
table for fulfilling the mission that 
they offer.”

The economy’s impact
Today, both the economy 

and the delay in the state budget 
are impacting nonprofits, and 
experts suggest that 10-20 percent 
of nonprofits may not survive. 
“We’re in the perfect storm,” 
Geiger said. “Government has an 
increasingly difficult time balanc-
ing their budgets. … Companies 
are closing their doors. They’re 
laying people off. It’s pretty hard 
to justify giving more money 
to charities when you’re laying 
people off and closing your doors. 
Foundations are suffering with the 
investments.” 

In addition, it’s estimated that 
83-87 percent of donations to 
nonprofits come from private 
individuals. “But if you’re anxious 
about losing your job, or if you’ve 
lost your job, you’re going to be 
thoughtful about [whether you 
are] going to be able to give more 
money or the same amount of 
money to charities,” he said.

“So charities are suffering as 
much as government in terms 
of how do we balance our bud-
gets,” Geiger said. “I think that 
there needs to be an intentional 
civil dialog moving forward on 
how we’re going to resolve these 
issues.”

The search for a solution
Geiger said, “I think we need 

to be thoughtful and intentional 
and more collaborative in our 
approach to the future. … Where 
are we going to be 15 years from 
now if we don’t start turning 
around this dialog; if we can’t get 
our act together and have that 
dialog, and have that community 
solution-finding between govern-
ment and nonprofit?”

Former City of Pittsburgh 
finance director James Turner 
called for local collaboration. 
“There isn’t an easy answer that 
I know of, but state government 
does respond to pressure. All 
politics are local and when local 
organizations get together, state 
legislators do respond.”

Geiger agreed that nonprofits 
and government must be willing 
to compromise. “I have obligation 
and responsibility to bring the best 
information I can to the table…  
It’s got to ultimately be more than 
‘what’s in it for me?’”

Statewide options
Turner noted that the immedi-

ate problem facing city and county 
governments “is that there are 
huge tracts of land and buildings 

that could either be purchased 
and used by a private operation 
or a nonprofit operation, one of 
which will contribute immediately 
in property taxes and the other 
one indirectly.”

He said he didn’t fault either 
the local officials or the nonprofits 
for their positions. 

With regard to the current 
local issues, “I actually believe both 
parties are doing exactly what they 
should do now. I think local gov-
ernment, the City of Pittsburgh, 
should challenge, and I think 
institutions like the University 
of Pittsburgh should defend to 
the depth of their ability, which is 
why I don’t believe this problem 
can be solved locally.” 

He said, “We’ve got to align the 
interests of nonprofits and major 
governments because they are the 
engines of our future,” reiterating 
that the issue can’t be resolved 
locally. “I think this has to be done 
at the state level,” he said.

Turner noted that the state 
of Connecticut reimburses local 
governments a percentage of the 
value of their communities’ tax-
exempt properties. However, he 
said he finds it problematic that 
the reimbursement is “subject to 
the whim of the appropriation of 
the state legislature” because it 
has no dedicated revenue source 
behind it.   

If the government agrees it has 
a burden to support tax-exempt 
properties, Turner said, “I think 
the burden should be shared 
equally statewide. So, for example, 
if statewide 15 percent of all value 
is in tax-exempt property, you 
could set up a program in which 
anything above 15 percent was 
reimbursed on a state level, or 
programs like that.”

Geiger noted bills with such 
provisions have been introduced 
in Harrisburg in every legislative 
session since Act 55 was passed, 
without success.

In outlining similar property 
tax struggles elsewhere, Chicago-
Kent law professor Evelyn Brody 
pointed out that states grant the 
property tax exemption to non-
profits, but it is the local taxing 
jurisdictions that feel the effects. 

“I believe the states have an 
obligation to do something about 
this problem,” she said, noting 
that “spillover” effects impact the 
municipalities that have more tax-
exempt properties. “The center 
city has the higher education and 
the hospitals and the cultural insti-
tutions; the benefits are enjoyed 
more broadly than that — by 
people who live in the suburbs, 
by people who live elsewhere in 
the state, elsewhere in the country 
and maybe worldwide.” 

DePaul professor Woods 
Bowman agreed that action 
should be at the state level. “The 
problem isn’t just the number of 
local governments, but how they 
overlap,” he said, noting that there 
are six taxing bodies that get a part 
of his property tax payment in 
Illinois. “Get rid of some of these 
governments,” he said, calling for 
consolidation.

However, the biggest problem 
with municipal funding in cities 
and counties, Bowman said, is 
that the entities rely too heavily 
on property tax revenue. “They’re 
trying to solve 21st-century prob-
lems with a 19th-century revenue 
structure,” he said.

Financial myths and realities
Some nonprofits such as hos-

pitals, universities and cultural 
organizations are seen as wealthy 
because they tend to be very vis-
ible, own lots of property, and may 
have big endowments, Bowman 
said, labeling the view a “fiscal 
illusion.”

Endowments compensate 
for the fact that unlike for-profit 
businesses, nonprofits can’t sell 
stock to raise capital for expan-

sion or improvements, nor can 
they spread business risk among 
stockholders. While hospitals and 
universities do charge for their 
services, endowments pay for parts 
of their operations that they can’t 
charge for — basic research, for 
instance. 

Bowman clarified that non-
profit organizations are not 
exempt from property tax, but the 
charitable use of property is. “If 
a property is not being used for a 
charitable purpose, it is taxable,” 
he said. In addition, tax-exempt 
property owners get no free ride. 
Like other property owners, they 
are subject to sewer fees, assess-
ments for street improvements, 
business occupation taxes, utility 
taxes and the like.

Property tax exemption is a 
political, not an economic issue, 
Bowman said, “the question being 
how high taxes should be.”

He said it’s a myth that prop-
erty tax exemption causes revenue 
loss to governments. 

Unlike other taxes, a property 
tax is designed to raise a specific 
amount of money, he said. Local 
governments decide each year 
how much money they need to 

balance their budget, and a millage 
rate that will raise that amount of 
money is set. 

Higher property taxes do 
impact land values, he said, noting 
that areas with higher property 
taxes have lower land values and 
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GSPIA’s Sabina Deitrick 
outlines her research on the 
impact of local nonprofits.
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Imagine what your child can achieve here.
Come see why Winchester Thurston is nationally recognized for innovative teaching,
challenging programs, and inspiring campus settings. Meet students, parents, teachers,
and coaches. Learn about unique programs, including City as Our Campus, Academic
Enrichment and Challenge, Leadership Academy, and Responsive Classroom®. Small
classes. Accelerated programs. Exceptional AP results.

Introduction 
to Middle School
City Campus
Dec. 8 9:00 a.m.

City Campus (PK-12) 555 Morewood Avenue, Shadyside 
North Hills Campus (PK-5) 4225 Middle Rd, Allison Park

www.winchesterthurston.org/admission

412.578.7518
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Inspired MindsInspired Minds

Introduction to PK/K
City Campus
Dec. 2 9:30 a.m.

North Hills Campus  
Dec. 3 9:30 a.m.

Register Online

Introduction 
to Upper School
City Campus
Dec. 9 9:00 a.m.

vice-versa. 
“When you buy a piece of 

property you’re also buying a 
permanent obligation to pay taxes 
on that thing,” he said. “People do 
look at the property taxes before 
they decide to buy.”

Higher tax rates, which do 
result from property tax exemp-
tion, are capitalized into land 
values. “So taxpayers residing in 
a community when the property 
is removed from the tax rolls are 
losers because they have to pay 
higher taxes and the property is 
now worth less. But future prop-
erty taxpayers are not affected,” 
he said. “It’s not a revenue issue 
to the government. And as far 
as pre-existing property, when a 
person buys into a neighborhood 
… they are getting a discount on 
their property by virtue of the 

higher tax rates that result from 
property tax exemption.” 

Bowman said, “Taxpayers 
blame property tax exemptions for 
high tax rates; they don’t see the 
offsetting lower property values 
— that they got a break when they 
bought the property in the first 
place. But even if they did, they 
don’t want to think their property 
is worth less as a result of these tax 
exemptions,” he said.

Capitalization also works in 
reverse, he said. “If the property 
tax exemption were abolished, 
today’s taxpayers would benefit” 
through lower tax rates and higher 
land values. But future generations 
wouldn’t benefit, just as they’re not 
disadvantaged by the exemption 
today because the tax burden is 
a factor in the value of the real 
estate. “The issue will never go 

away because current taxpayers 
will always perceive a benefit and 
they’re correct in that.” 

Bowman said, “The issue is 
basically a political one. The eco-
nomic arguments, no matter how 
good they are, will never prevail.” 
Key to the issue: “People must 
perceive nonprofits as assets to 
the community. Nonprofit lead-
ers can believe their organizations 
are assets to the community but 
they’ve got to convince the com-
munity of that fact. It is a never-
ending job,” he said.

Bowman noted that in his 
home area of Chicago, there are 
conflicting political currents with 
regard to nonprofits. The county 
is pressing nonprofit hospitals to 
provide more charity care while 
the city is giving the same hospi-
tals the significant benefit of free 

water. In addition, the city encour-
ages nonprofits to take property 
off the tax rolls downtown. “There 
are 50,000 students going to 
school in downtown Chicago 
every day,” he said. “They all are 
occupying buildings that are off 
the tax rolls. It creates 24-hour 
activity on the streets. People 
enjoy going downtown at night 
… there’s always activity on the 
street. People feel safe and it’s 
this huge university community 
that’s created. That’s another way 
the interests of nonprofits and 
governments can align.” 

PILOTs and SILOTs
Payments in lieu of taxes, 

or PILOTs, Bowman said, “are 
the worst way to deal with the 
conflict.” 

He argued that PILOTs tend 
to have differential effects on non-
profits because some voluntarily 
pay, while others don’t. Likewise, 
not all taxing bodies benefit from 
them. “Schools rarely see any 
money from these PILOTs,” he 
said. “It goes to the municipal 
governments because they’re the 
ones who have the muscle.”

On top of it all, PILOTs don’t 
raise much money, he said, “When 
I look at the dollars that are raised 
by these things, they seem like 
they’re not worth the effort.”

He argued that school districts 
should have a role. “In most 
states and most regions, schools 
take most of the property tax, yet 
all the focus is on the municipal 
governments,” he said. “If you’re 
going to deal with this, you’ve got 
to get the schools into it.”

Bowman favors SILOTs, or 
services in lieu of taxes. “A hospital 

might provide a free health clinic, 
for example,” he said.

He argued that SILOTs are 
mission-related and can be based 
on a nonprofit’s capacity. “Every-
one gets to do what they’re best at 
and at a financial level that they can 
afford. It’s visible and measurable 
too. … The PILOT agreements 
tend not to be public; people tend 
not to know exactly who’s giving 
how much. But if you’re offering 
services, they’re out there for 
everybody to see.” 

Another option would be a 
one-time fee. “If you really want 
to deal with this ... deal with new 
property that’s coming off the tax 
rolls,” he said, suggesting that 
owners could be subjected to a 
one-time impact fee for taking 
property off the tax rolls that 
could be incorporated into the 
fundraising campaign a nonprofit 
mounts when it wants to take on 
a capital project. 

Cohen pointed out that deter-
mining levels for SILOTs can be 
problematic, given the diversity of 
services provided by nonprofits. 
He questioned how to calculate 
the value and amount of services 
to be provided. Another concern is 
that not all nonprofits are service 
providers, Cohen said, question-
ing whether nonprofits such as 
advocacy groups, institutes or 
research-related agencies could 
be considered less valuable.

Evelyn Brody of the Chicago-
Kent Law School pointed out 
there also is a potential risk of 
extortion of the services by the 
political powers that be: “You’re 
a school, provide tuition to my 
constituents,” she said. 
—Kimberly K. Barlow            n

Nonprofit 
Quarterly 
magazine 
columnist Rick 
Cohen (stand-
ing) moderates 
the discussion 
as panelists 
Evelyn Brody 
of the 
Chicago-Kent 
Law School 
and Joe Geiger, 
executive 
director of the 
Pennsylvania 
Association 
of Nonprofit 
Organizations, 
consider a 
question from 
the audience.



TIMESU N I V E R S I T Y

8

R E S E A R C H   N O T E S The University Times 
Research Notes column 
reports on funding awarded 
to Pitt researchers and on 
findings arising from Uni-
versity research. 

We welcome submis-
sions from all areas of the 
University. Submit informa-
tion via email to: utimes@
pitt.edu, by fax to 412/624-
4579 or by campus mail to 
308 Bellefield Hall. 

For submission guide-
lines, visit www.utimes.pitt.
edu/?page_id=6807.

Pitt becomes 
AsthmaNet 
research site

Researchers from the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh Asthma Institute 
at UPMC and the School of Medi-
cine have received a seven-year, 
$529,000 grant from the National 
Heart, Lung and Blood Institute 
(NHLBI), an arm of the National 
Institutes of Health, to bring cut-
ting-edge clinical trials to asthma 
patients in Pittsburgh.

Pitt’s asthma institute is one 
of nine sites across the country 
chosen to participate in Asth-
maNet, the group of adult and 
pediatric centers chosen by the 
NHLBI to receive money to study 
the latest asthma medications. 

The grant also supports 
research investigating innovative 
approaches to improving the care 
of patients at high risk of hospi-
talization and death from asthma, 
including African Americans and 
children.

Nearly 10 percent of the U.S. 
population suffers from asthma, 
making it one of the most common 
chronic diseases in both adults 
and children. Asthma attacks are 
responsible for over 1 million visits 
to the emergency room, 500,000 
hospitalizations each year and 
billions of dollars in health care 
costs. While many patients are 
able to control their symptoms 
through medication, as many as 20 
percent of asthma patients don’t 
experience relief from symptoms 
with current medications.  

Sally Wenzel, director of the 
asthma institute and a faculty 
member in medicine, said, “This 
grant will help us bring the most 
innovative and promising clinical 
trials to Pittsburgh, giving our 
patients and the Pittsburgh asthma 
community access to the best 
treatment available while at the 
same time helping us advance our 
understanding of asthma.”

of patient care. 
Co-principal investigators 

Mary Beth Happ of the School 
of Nursing and Amber Bar-
nato of the School of Medicine 
and Graduate School of Public 
Health will lead the two-year, 
nearly $300,000 project, “Study 
of Patient-Nurse Effectiveness 
With Assisted Communication 
Strategies” (SPEACS-2). The 
project, funded by the Robert 
Wood Johnson Foundation’s 
Interdisciplinary Nursing Quality 
Research Initiative, will focus on 
improving patient care outcomes 
in the intensive care unit. 

Happ stated, “Each year, more 
than 2.7 million ICU patients 
are temporarily unable to speak 
due to breathing tubes and arti-
ficial respiration. These patients 
face additional communication 
challenges such as hearing loss, 
impaired vision and confusion 
during hospitalization in the ICU. 
Researchers on the SPEACS-2 
team will strive to improve the 
patient’s ICU experience by learn-
ing to more accurately interpret 
the patients’ messages about their 
symptoms, as well as their care 
needs.”

Happ and Barnato’s team of 
nurses, physicians, speech-lan-
guage pathologists and biostatisti-
cians will examine the impact of a 
web-based nurse communication 
training program on patient care 
outcomes.  

Barnato stated, “We know 
these tools improve communica-
tion. The obvious next question 
is whether improved communica-
tion measurably improves patient 
outcomes and reduces costs. It 
would be very exciting if a low-
tech tool in the ICU can improve 
critical care nursing care, patient 
outcomes and efficiency.”

who received their doctors’ usual 
care, according to a School of 
Medicine study recently presented 
at the American Heart Association 
annual meeting and published 
in the Nov. 18 edition of the 
Journal of the American Medical 
Association.

With more than 450,000 
procedures performed annually, 
CABG surgery is one of the most 
frequently performed and costly 
medical procedures in the United 
States. Although the procedure 
clearly benefits many individu-
als, 20-25 percent experience 
depressive symptoms following 
the surgery and have worse clinical 
outcomes, including poorer qual-
ity of life, continued chest pains 
and a higher risk of re-hospitaliza-
tion and death.

“Bypassing the Blues” is the 
first trial to examine the impact 
of a collaborative care strategy for 
treating depression following an 
acute cardiac event. 

The intervention included 
weekly telephone follow-up by 
a nurse using an evidence-based 
treatment protocol for depression. 
The nurse collaborated with the 
patients’ primary care physicians 
and the study’s clinical manage-
ment team, composed of a psychia-
trist, psychologist and internist. 
This approach has proven effec-
tive for treating major depression 
in primary care settings but had 
never  been applied to a population 
with cardiac disease.

Principal investigator Bruce 
Rollman, faculty member in med-
icine and psychiatry in the medi-
cal school’s Center for Research 
on Health Care, said, “Dozens 
of studies have described a link 
between depression and heart 
disease, and the most recent sci-
ence advisory from the American 
Heart Association recommends 
screening patients with heart dis-
ease for depression. However, few 
depression treatment trials have 
involved cardiac patients and none 
used the collaborative care model 
or examined the impact of treating 
post-CABG depression on qual-
ity of life, re-hospitalizations or 
health care costs, as we did.”

Investigators recruited 453 
post-CABG patients from seven 
Pittsburgh-area hospitals from 

2004 through 2007. They included 
302 depressed patients who were 
assigned randomly either to an 
eight-month course of telephone-
delivered collaborative care or 
to their doctors’ usual care for 
depression. Investigators also 
randomly sampled an additional 
151 non-depressed, post-CABG 
patients to facilitate compari-
sons to depressed patients. They 
tracked patients to monitor quality 
of life, physical functioning, mood 
symptoms, re-hospitalizations, 
health care costs and deaths.

The researchers found that 
intervention patients reported 
greater improvements in mental 
health-related quality of life, 
physical functioning and mood 
symptoms. Overall, 50 percent 
of intervention patients reported 
a 50 percent or greater reduction 
in mood symptoms from baseline 
to eight-month follow-up versus 
29.6 percent of patients in usual 
care. 

“Men with depression were 
particularly likely to benefit from 
the intervention. However, the 
mean health-related quality of life 
and physical functioning of inter-
vention patients did not reach that 
of the non-depressed comparison 
group,” said Rollman.

Pitt co-authors of the study 
included Bea Herbeck Belnap 
and Peter Counihan of medicine; 
Wishwa N. Kapoor, director of 
the Center for Research on Health 
Care; Charles F. Reynolds III 
of psychiatry; biostatistics faculty 
member Sati Mazumdar and 
statistical services administrator 
Patricia Houck of the Gradu-
ate School of Public Health, and 
Herbert C. Schulberg, a Pitt 
professor emeritus of psychiatry 
now on the faculty at the Weill 
Cornell Medical School.

More information is available 
at www.bypassingtheblues.pitt.
edu.

database of how the faces of chil-
dren develop and what goes wrong 
to cause malformations.

FaceBase will build a list of 
the genes and proteins that drive 
embryonic cell differentiation 
around the forming mouth. These 
cells become bone, cartilage, liga-
ment, nerve and soft tissue, which 
are visible as the developing face 
in the first sonogram of a fetus. 
However, questions remain about 
how this development occurs.

“FaceBase will bring together 
data that’s never before been in the 
same location,” said Mary Mara-
zita, co-principal investigator of 
the FaceBase Management and 
Coordination Hub and director 
of the Center for Craniofacial and 
Dental Genetics in Pitt’s School 
of Dental Medicine. “The hope 
is that this database will help us 
to piece together the information 
needed to intervene when facial 
development starts to go wrong 
—  or prevent it from going wrong 
in the first place.” 

Marazita and dental medicine 
professor Seth Weinberg also 
have received one of 10 indepen-
dent FaceBase research and tech-
nology grants. This $1.5 million, 
five-year research grant will focus 
on acquiring three-dimensional 
facial images and a large number 
of genetic markers from partici-
pants in Pittsburgh, Seattle and 
Houston. The resulting data will 
be available through FaceBase 
and will allow discovery of genes 
related to facial features.

Co-investigator Michael 
Becich, chair of the Pitt Depart-
ment of Biomedical Informatics, 
will collaborate in the develop-
ment of the FaceBase portal and 
database. A prototype is expected 
to be ready within the next year. 
The FaceBase portal and database 
will be free and publicly accessible 
to the scientific community.

FaceBase is funded by the 
National Institute of Dental and 
Craniofacial Research, part of the 
National Institutes of Health.

 
Genetics of 
heart defects 
studied

Developmental biologists at 
the University have been chosen 
to participate in a $100 million 
federal “bench to bassinet” net-
work that is dedicated to learning 
about the formation of the cardio-
vascular system and applying that 
knowledge to create new diagnos-
tic and intervention strategies for 
congenital heart disease.

The Pitt team, led by develop-
mental biology chair Cecilia Lo, 
will identify and describe the core 
set of genes that play an essential 
role in producing structural heart 
defects, including holes in the 
heart walls, transposition of major 
blood vessels that connect to the 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

ICU care 
improvements 
studied

Pitt researchers will lead one of 
five U.S. teams that were awarded 
grants to study how nurses con-
tribute to and improve the quality 

  
Collaborative 
care helps 
bypass blues

Coronary artery bypass graft 
(CABG) patients who were 
screened for depression after 
surgery and then cared for by 
a nurse-led team of health care 
specialists via telephone reported 
improved quality of life and physi-
cal function compared to those 

Dental 
researchers to 
study facial 
birth defects

Researchers at Pitt and the 
University of Iowa will lead a 
$9 million, five-year initiative 
to study the cause of facial birth 
defects. The FaceBase Consor-
tium will create an encyclopedic 



Hillman Library will extend its 24-hour end-of-term schedule for 
two weeks. Hillman will be open continuously from 10 a.m. Sunday, 
Dec. 6 until 6 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 19. The University Library 
System will provide free coffee and tea in the Cup & Chaucer cafe 
after its regular closing time.

The PITTCat+ online catalog will be available 24 hours a day 
except from 11 p.m. Saturday to 7 a.m. Sunday. Services available 
during all hours of operation include the ground floor computers for 
database and electronic resources searching, the lending/reserve desk 
and computer labs on the first, second and fourth floors.

Pitt’s SafeRider service is available  from 7 p.m. to 6 a.m. by calling 
412/648-2255.

During the two-week 24-hour schedule, admittance to Hillman 
from midnight to 7 a.m. will be with Pitt ID only.                     n
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heart and other problems of car-
diac development that can affect 
up to 1 percent of live births.

Lo’s $8.6 million project will 
expose fetal mice to a chemical that 
increases the likelihood of gene 
mutations and use non-invasive 
fetal echocardiography to spot 
any heart defects that result. The 
DNA of the affected mice will 
be examined to identify the gene 
changes that caused the abnormal-
ity. A zebrafish model will be used 
as a quick bioassay to validate the 
findings.

“Ultimately, we want to build 
a diagnostic chip that can rap-
idly and accurately identify the 
genetic root causes of specific 
heart defects,” Lo explained. 
“That could enable us to examine 
how these genes influence disease 
progression, correlate them with 
long-term outcomes and better 
tailor treatment.”

Lo is particularly interested in 
mutations that affect the function 
of cilia, which are hair-like projec-
tions on cells that are best known 
for moving fluids along tissue 
surfaces. “We now know cilia are 
critical to heart development in 
the fetus,” she said. “For example, 
they help to correctly orient the 
heart, which is a left-right asym-
metrical organ. This asymmetry is 
crucial for normal functioning and 
allows for efficient oxygenation 
of blood.” 

The bench to bassinet program 
was devised by the National Heart, 
Lung and Blood Institute. Lo’s 
project is in the Cardiovascular 
Development Consortium, which 
includes research teams from 
the University of Utah, Harvard 
University and the University of 
California-San Francisco.

Another consortium compris-
ing five research centers will focus 
its work on translational research 
in pediatric cardiac genomics. 
Both will work with an existing 
clinical pediatric heart disease 
network.

Senior author Angela Gronen-
born, chair of the Department of 
Structural Biology and director 
of the University of Pittsburgh 
Center for HIV Protein Interac-
tions, said capsid proteins, and 
particularly the interfaces or seams 
where one connects to another, are 
very important for assembling and 
disassembling the HIV coat. 

The study, conducted with 
researchers from the Vanderbilt 
University School of Medicine, 
indicates that these seams provide 
the flexibility to dismantle the coat 
efficiently after viral entry into the 
host and to put it back together 
when new viruses emerge from 
the cell.

“Our lab experiments show 
that if we replace a few of the 
pivotal stitches in the seam by 
mutation, the resulting viruses are 
less infectious or even non-infec-
tious,” Gronenborn said. “The 
capsid, and therefore the virus, can 
no longer function properly.”

Pitt co-authors include In-Ja 
L. Byeon, Xin Meng, Jinwon 
Jung, Gongpu Zhao, Jinwoo 
Ahn and Jason Concel of the 
Department of Structural Biol-
ogy.  

Fat grafting 
for war injuries 

Surgery professor J. Peter 
Rubin is leading a team that 
recently received a $1.6 million 
award from the Department of 
Defense to help wounded soldiers 
recover from devastating facial 
injuries using innovative surgical 
technologies based on the biology 
of fat tissue. 

Working with core faculty 
at the McGowan Institute of 
Regenerative Medicine, research-
ers plan to treat 20 soldiers with 
facial injuries. 

R E S E A R C H   N O T E S
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“As many as 26 percent of 
wounded soldiers suffer some kind 
of facial injury, which can have a 
huge impact on quality of life,” said 
Rubin, who also co-directs Pitt’s 
Adipose Stem Cell Center. 

“While we can reconstruct 
bony structures very well, it is 
the surrounding soft tissues that 
give people a recognizable face. 
This project will investigate how 

soft tissue grafting can more 
precisely restore facial form and 
improve the lives of our wounded 
soldiers.”

The use of fat grafting for seri-
ous facial injuries, such as those 
resulting from roadside bombs, 
is facilitated in this project by 
using specially designed devices 
and instruments for harvesting 
fat tissue and implanting it into 
regions of scarred tissue. 

“Fat grafting, or moving fat 
tissue from one part of the body 

to another, has been used as a 
cosmetic procedure for decades,” 
said Rubin. “We are now applying 
these same techniques for recon-
structive surgery to accurately 
restore facial form after battlefield 
injuries.” 

Other Pitt faculty involved 
in the project are Kacey Marra, 
director of Pitt’s plastic surgery 
laboratory, Gretchen Haas of 
psychiatry and Barton Branstet-
ter of radiology and biomedical 
informatics.                               n

The Pittsburgh Supercomput-
ing Center (PSC), a joint effort of 
Pitt, Carnegie Mellon University 
and Westinghouse Electric Co., 
has received the 2009 HPCwire 
Reader’s Choice Award for Top 
Supercomputing Achievement. 

The award recognized PSC’s 
work as part of the National 
Institutes of Health’s Models of 
Infectious Disease Agent Study 
(MIDAS) project, which sup-
ports research to simulate disease 
spread and evaluate intervention 
strategies.

HPCwire is a news service for 
high-performance computing and 
computational science that serves 
an international community.  

As part of the MIDAS project, 
PSC scientist Shawn Brown has 
modeled the spread of the H1N1 
virus in various locales, including 
the United States, the Washing-
ton, D.C., metropolitan area and 
Allegheny County. 

The project’s modeling helps 
policymakers and public health 
officials evaluate the effective-
ness of virus mitigation strategies, 
such as vaccination and school 
closure. 

Brown is collaborating with 
the Pittsburgh MIDAS Center of 
Excellence, led by Donald Burke, 
dean of the Graduate School of 

MIDAS project wins award for supercomputing center

Pitt’s Faculty and Staff in 
Service to Community pro-
gram (formerly the Volunteer 
Pool) is sponsoring a sock-a-
thon to aid the homeless and 
needy during the winter. The 
effort runs Nov. 30-Feb. 26. 
New socks can be dropped off 
at 710 Alumni Hall.

For more information, 
contact Gwen Watkins at 
412/624-7702 or watkins@
pitt.edu.                               n

Public Health. 
This group is studying ques-

tions about the behavioral, envi-
ronmental and evolutionary fac-

tors underlying infectious disease 
epidemics to develop real-time 
models for particular localities, 
cities and states.                        n

Sock-a-thon to begin

HIV protein 
coating 
structure 
described

Structural biologists at the 
School of Medicine have described 
the architecture of the complex 
of protein units that make up the 
coat surrounding the HIV genome 
and identified in it a “seam” of 
functional importance that previ-
ously went unrecognized. Their 
findings, reported recently in 
Cell, could point the way to new 
treatments for blocking HIV 
infection.

The researchers used a com-
bination of nuclear magnetic 
resonance and cryoEM, which are 
standard structural biology tools, 
to see both the overall shape and 
the atomic details of capsid protein 
(CA) assembly. It takes about 1,500 
copies of CA to make the coat, or 
capsid, that surrounds the genome 
of the AIDS virus.

“This strategy allowed us to 
see both the forest and the trees,” 
explained structural biology fac-
ulty member and study co-author 
Peijung Zhang. “Knowing what 
the CA protein looks like and how 
the capsid is built will allow sci-
entists to rationally design thera-
peutic compounds that interfere 
with assembly of the protein and 
affect its function.”
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Faculty member Phil Williams 
has been named 
the holder of 
the Wesley W. 
Posvar Chair 
in  In te rna-
tional Secu-
rity Studies in 
the Graduate 
School of Public and International 
Affairs (GSPIA). He also is the 
new director of the Matthew B. 
Ridgway Center for International 
Security Studies, which is part of 
both GSPIA and the University 
Center for International Studies 
(UCIS).

Williams, who previously 
served as Ridgway Center direc-
tor from 1992 to 2001, has pub-
lished extensively in the field of 
international security, including 
the books “Crisis Management,” 
“The Senate and U.S. Troops in 
Europe” and, with Mike Bowker, 
“Superpower Detente: A Reap-
praisal.”

During the last 16 years, his 
research has focused primarily 
on transnational organized crime. 
Williams was founding editor 
of the journal Transnational 
Organized Crime and has edited 
several publications on combating 
organized crime and the traffick-
ing of women. 

Most recently, he has focused 
on alliances among criminal orga-
nizations, as well as on terrorist 
finances, drugs and violence in 
Mexico, and complexity theory 
and intelligence analysis.

In 2007-09, he was a visiting 
research professor at the Strate-
gic Studies Institute, U.S. Army 
War College, where he wrote two 
monographs, “The New Dark 
Age: The Decline of the State and 
U.S. Strategy” and “Criminals, 
Militias and Insurgents: Orga-
nized Crime in Iraq.”

The University established the 
Posvar chair to honor the late Pitt 
chancellor Wesley Posvar, who 
died in 2001. Posvar, who had been 
a brigadier general in the U.S. Air 
Force, served as chancellor from 
1967 to 1991 and was renowned 
for his early recognition of the 
importance of international stud-
ies, establishing UCIS during his 
years as Pitt’s leader. The Posvar 
Chair always is held by the profes-
sor who also serves as director of 
the Ridgway Center.

The Ridgway Center was 
established in 1988 under the 
auspices of GSPIA and UCIS. 
Dedicated to the American gen-
eral whom many historians credit 
with saving the U.S. position 
after China’s intervention in the 
Korean War, the center addresses 
new security challenges facing the 

United States and the interna-
tional community. 

School of Law faculty member 
Harry J. Gruener received the 
Distinguished Alumni Award 
at the Law Alumni Association 
annual reception last month.

Gruener teaches courses in 
family law and family law draft-
ing and is the director of the 
law school’s Family Law Clinic. 
He has been included in every 
edition of “The Best Lawyers in 
America” since 1991, has been 
named in every edition of Pitts-
burgh Magazine’s Best Lawyers in 
Pittsburgh and was included as one 
of Pennsylvania’s Super Lawyers 
from 2004 to 2009. He received 
the law school’s Excellence in 
Teaching Award in 2005.

 The 2009 Pittsburgh Schizo-
phrenia Award was presented last 
week to Rohan Ganguli, profes-
sor of psychiatry, pathology and 
health and community systems at 
the School of Medicine and pro-
fessor of psychiatry and Canada 
research chair at the University 
of Toronto.

The award was presented 
at the 26th annual Pittsburgh 
Schizophrenia Conference, the 
nation’s longest-running scientific 
meeting devoted to exploring the 
latest research findings related to 
schizophrenia and other psychotic 
disorders. 

Ganguli’s research focuses 
on reducing the risk of develop-
ing heart disease and diabetes 
in people with schizophrenia 
and other serious mental illness 
in order to increase their life 
expectancy, which currently is 25 
percent lower than in the general 
population. 

At the conference, Ganguli 
delivered a lecture titled “Closing 
the Mortality Gap: How to Live 
Longer So You Can Enjoy Your 
Recovery.”

Michael Shullo, a faculty 
member in pharmacy and ther-

apeutics, will 
serve on a task 
force for the 
International 
S o c i e t y  o f 
Heart and Lung 
Transplant to 
develop guide-
lines for immu-
nosuppression 
and rejection 

management in heart transplant 
recipients.

Shullo’s clinical practice inter-
ests include solid organ trans-
plantation, immunology and 
cardiology. His direct patient care 

practice is in thoracic transplan-
tation with a specific interest in 
immunosuppressants and cardio-
vascular drug therapy.

Gerald Barron of the Depart-
ment of Health Policy and Man-
agement was named the 2009 
recipient of the Allegheny County 
Medical Society Benjamin Rush 
Individual Public Health Award. 
The award is given by ACMS to 
a individual in appreciation of 
outstanding volunteer contribu-
tions to the health and welfare of 
citizens of Allegheny County. 

Barron is the director of public 
health consults and director 
of the Pennsylvania Prepared-
ness Leadership Institute, both 
through the Graduate School of 
Public Health’s Center for Public 
Health Practice. From 1996 to 
2006, he was the deputy director 
of the Allegheny County Health 
Department, capping off an 
association with that agency that 
began in 1971. Barron served as 
the president of the Pennsylvania 
Public Health Association from 
2003 to 2005. In 2008, he was 
given the GSPH Distinguished 
Alumni Award.

Barron will be honored by 
ACMS in January.

UPMC recently announced 
that Thomas V. Inglesby is the 
new director and chief executive 
officer of the Center for Biosecu-
rity of UPMC. 

Inglesby has been the chief 
operating officer and deputy direc-
tor of the Baltimore-based Center 
for Biosecurity since its founding 
in 2003 and is a faculty member 
in medicine and public health 
at Pitt’s School of Medicine and 
Graduate School of Public Health. 
An infectious disease physician by 
training, Inglesby was one of the 
founding members of the Johns 
Hopkins Center for Civilian 
Biodefense Strategies, where he 
served as deputy director from 
2001 to 2003.

Inglesby has been an adviser to 
numerous government, scientific 
and academic organizations on 
issues related to biosecurity. He 
has served on committees of the 
Defense Science Board and the 
National Research Council of the 
National Academies of Sciences 
and most recently was appointed 
to the technical committee on 
national health security strategy 
and as a member of the Maryland 
governor’s H1N1 flu advisory 
board.

Inglesby was a principal 
designer, author and controller 
of the widely recognized Atlantic 
Storm exercise of 2005 and of the 

Dark Winter smallpox exercise of 
2001. He is co-editor-in-chief of 
the journal Biosecurity and Bio-
terrorism: Biodefense Strategy, 
Practice and Science and has 
authored a number of widely cited 
publications on anthrax, small-
pox and plague and on a range 
of biosecurity issues, including 
medicine and hospital prepared-
ness, scientific research strategy, 
pandemic response and national 
security.

The Center for Biosecurity 
is an independent, nonprofit 
organization whose mission is 
to strengthen national security 
by reducing the risks posed by 
biological attacks, epidemics and 
other destabilizing events, and to 
improve the nation’s resilience in 
the face of such events.

Inglesby succeeds Tara 
O’Toole, who was appointed 
under secretary for science and 
technology in the Department of 
Homeland Security.

Pitt-Johnstown faculty mem-
bers Malcolm and Diane Van 

Blerkom are 
the recipients 
of the College 
Reading and 
Learning Asso-
ciation (CRLA) 
Robert Griffin 
Award for Long 
and Outstand-
ing Service. 

M a l c o l m 
Van Blerkom 
is  a  faculty 
m e m b e r  i n 
e d u c a t i o n a l 
psychology and 

interim chair of the Division of 
Education. He is a member of 
the American Psychological Asso-
ciation and the American Educa-
tional Research Association. Last 
year he published a textbook titled 
“Measurement and Statistics for 
Teachers.”

Diane Van Blerkom is a fac-
ulty member in education. She 
is a member of the National 
Association for Developmental 
Education, and is the author of 
four textbooks on reading and 
study strategies; two of her texts 
are in their sixth edition.

The Van Blerkoms have been 
members of CRLA for about 15 
years and have served the orga-
nization in a variety of capacities. 
They helped to establish the media 
advisory board on which Diane 
Van Blerkom now serves.

Among his other activities, 
Malcolm Van Blerkom has been a 
long-standing member of CRLA’s 
editorial advisory board.  

In 2007, the Van Blerkoms each 
received an award from CRLA for 
the Outstanding Article of the Year 
published in the Journal of College 
Reading and Learning.

Two members of the Pitt com-
munity were among the honorees 
at the annual YWCA of Greater 
Pittsburgh Racial Justice Awards, 
which were presented last week.

Laurence 
Glasco, a fac-
ulty member 
in history, was 
honored in the 
education cat-
egory. Glasco, 
who has taught African-American 
history at Pitt since 1969, is the 
author of two books about the 
history of black Pittsburgh.

Pitt trustee George L. Miles 
Jr. was honored as the president 
and CEO of WQED Multimedia, 
which won in the company or 
business category. Miles joined 
WQED as its CEO in 1994. 
During his tenure, he launched 
or maintained a variety of diverse 
programming, such as OnQ maga-
zine, Rick Sebak’s Pittsburgh his-
tory series, T. J. Lubinsky’s music 
programs and Chris Fennimore’s 
cooking shows.                         n

Tennessee author Bobby C. Rogers is the 2009 winner of the 
Agnes Lynch Starrett Poetry Prize, awarded by the University of 
Pittsburgh Press for an outstanding first full-length book of poetry. 
His collection, “Paper Anniversary,” was selected from more than 
700 entries and will be published by the Press in fall 2010.

Rogers is professor of English and writer-in-residence at Union 
University in Jackson, Tenn. His poetry has appeared in The South-
ern Review, The Georgia Review, Shenandoah, The Greensboro 
Review, Image, Epoch, Puerto del Sol, The Iron Horse Literary 
Review, Southwest Review, Sou’wester, Nimrod, Cimarron Review, 
Southern Humanities Review, Washington Square and Meridian. 
He has been nominated twice for a Pushcart Prize, and he won the 
Greensboro Review Literary Prize in Poetry for 2002.

Describing his work, Rogers explained, “I hope my collection 
of poems, in some small way, does honor to the work of Whitman 
and Dickinson, George Herbert and Gerard Manley Hopkins and 
Robert Penn Warren, the stories and voices I heard on my grand-
parents’ porch, the language of the public school playground, the 
ball field chatter and work site rhythms I grew up with,” he said. 
“The book of Ecclesiastes and the epistle of James, the prose of 
Peter Taylor and John Cheever and Flannery O’Connor and James 
Agee — these and other writers have set up shop in my head.”

This year’s Starrett prize judge was Ed Ochester, Pitt Poetry 
Series editor.

Established in 1981, the Starrett prize, named for the Press’s 
first director, carries a $5,000 award and publication in the Press’s 
poetry series.                                                                                 n

Starrett poetry prize awarded



 Monday 7

CRSP Lecture
“Race, Ethnicity & College 
Student Development: From 
Theory to Practice,” Kathy 
Humphrey, Student Affairs; 2017 
CL, noon-1:30 pm
Nursing Alumni Society Poin-
settia Sale
1st fl. lobby Victoria, noon-5 
pm (also Dec. 8, 9 am-5 pm; 
4-2404)
CGS Info Session
McCarl Ctr. 4th fl. CL, 6 pm 
(4-6600)
Bradford Campus Perfor-
mance
“A Christmas Carol”; Bromeley 
Family Theater, Blaisdell, UPB, 
7:30 pm (tickets: 814/362-
5155)

 Tuesday 8

GI Fellows Seminar
“ P a t h o p h y s i o l o g y / B o a r d 
Review: Vascular Ischemic Syn-
dromes of Bowel & Clinical Con-
sequences,” Sandra El-Hachem; 
M2 conf. rm. Presby, 7:30 am
Basic & Translational Research 
Seminar
“Genomic Imprinting & Epi-
genetic Reprogramming,” J. 
Richard Chaillet; Cooper Conf. 
Ctr. classrms. B & C, noon
Basic & Translational Research 
Seminar in Lung Diseases
“Sexy & Seventeen: IL-17 
Receptor Signaling in Oral 
Mucosal Infections,” Sarah 
Gaffen; NW628 Montefiore, 
noon
Ctr. for Vaccine Research 
Seminar
“Field Investigations of the Mar-
burg Virus Natural Host,” Jon 
Towner; 6014 BST3, noon
Health Services Research 
Seminar
“Applying Group-Based Trajec-
tories Methodology to Measures 
of Patient Safety,” J. Scott Ash-
wood; 305 Parkvale, noon
Ctr. for Philosophy of Science 
Lecture
“Explanatory Models of Schizo-
phrenia: Self-Monitoring & 
Auditory Hallucination,” Wayne 
Wu, Ohio State; 817R CL, 
12:05 pm
CGS Grad Certificate in Ger-
ontology Info Session
4th fl. CL, 5:30 pm (4-6600)
Women’s Basketball Hoopla 
Reception
Petersen, 5:30 pm
Women’s Basketball
Vs. Valparaiso; Petersen, 7 pm

 Wednesday 9

UPCI Grand Rounds
“Uveal Melanoma: Genomic 
Research & Individualized 
Patient Care,” J .William Har-
bour; Herberman Conf. Ctr. 2nd 
fl. aud., 8 am
Pathology Research Seminar
“Interleukin-1 & Alzheimer’s 
Disease: A New View of an Old 
Problem,” M. Kerry O’Banion, 
U of Rochester; 1105 Scaife, 
noon (8-1040)
Neurological Surgery Stuart 
Rowe Society Honored Guest 
Lecture
“Cushing’s Disease: Lessons 
Learned From 1,000 Cases,” 
Edward Oldfield; B-447 Presby, 
4 pm
GI Grand Rounds
“Case Presentations,” Amit 

Raina & Shahid Malik; 11 Scaife, 
5 pm
Music Concert
Pitt Symphony Orchestra; Belle-
field aud., 8 pm (4-4125)

 Thursday 10

Academic Career Develop-
ment Postdoc Professionalism 
Workshop
“Planning Pilot & Explor-
atory Studies to Advance Your 
Research,” Charity Moore; S120 
Starzl BST, 8:30-10:30 am
HSLS Workshop
“The WOW Factor: PowerPoint 
for Posters,” Sam Lewis; Falk 
Library classrm. 2, 10-11:30 
am
EOH Seminar
“Sensing Danger in Sterile 
Inflammation,” Allan Tsung; 540 
Bridgeside Point, noon
Epidemiology Seminar
“Policy Advocacy & the Public 
Health Researcher,” Maggie 
Potter; A115 Crabtree, noon
ADRC Lecture
“Palliative Care in Alzheim-
er’s Disease: Selected Topics,” 
Robert Arnold, palliative care 
& medical ethics; S439 Mon-
tefiore ADRC conf. rm., noon 
(412/692-2700)
Geology & Planetary Science 
Colloquium
“American Geophysical Union 
Mtg. Practice Talks,” G&PS grad 
students; 203 Thaw, 4 pm
Global Health Film
“Pandemic: Facing AIDS”; A115 
Crabtree, 6-8 pm

 PhD Defenses

Medicine/Molecular Phar-
macology
“LGMD-1C: Role of Caveolin-3 
in Neuromuscular Junction & 
Structure,” Michael Hezel; Nov. 
25, 1395 Starzl BST, 1 pm
A&S/Anthropology
“Transfers & the Private Lives of 
Public Servants in Japan: Teach-
ers in Nagasaki’s Outer Islands,” 
Blaine Connor; Dec. 2, 3106 
Posvar, noon
Engineering/Bioengineering
“Engineering Approaches for 
Neurobiology,” Richard Stoner; 
Dec. 3, 4075 BST3, 9 am

A&S/Intelligent Systems
“Locating & Reducing Transla-
tion Difficulty,” Behrang Mohit; 
Dec. 3, 5317 Sennott, 10 am
IS/Information Science & 
Technology
“Causal Discovery of Dynamic 
Systems,” Mark Voortman; Dec. 
3, 522 IS, 10 am
Medicine/Computational 
Biology
“Dynamics of Protein-Drug 
Interactions Inferred From 
Structural Ensembles & Phys-
ics-Based Models: Applications 
to MAP Kinase Phosphatases,” 
Ahmet Bakan; Dec. 3, 3073 
BST3, 2 pm
Business
“The Role of In-Store Slack 
& Mental Budgets in Shopper 
Marketing,” Karen Stilley; Dec. 
4, 209 Mervis, noon
A&S/History of Art & Archi-
tecture
“Seeds of Agribusiness: Grant 
Wood & the Visual Culture of 
Grain Farming, 1862-1957,” 
Travis Nygard; Dec. 4, 104 FFA, 
1:30 pm
SHRS/Communication Sci-
ence & Disorders
“The Effects of Locality on 
Sentence Comprehension in 
Persons With Aphasia & Normal 
Individuals,” Jee Eun Sung; Dec. 
4, 6061 Forbes Tower, 2 pm
A&S/Physics & Astronomy
“Low Temperature Photolumi-
nescence Study on Defect Cen-
ters in Silicon Carbide,” Fei Yan; 
Dec. 4, 319 Allen, 2 pm
A&S/Physics & Astronomy
“A Search for Lepton Flavor 
Violation in Upsilon Decays,” 
William Love; Dec. 8, 216 
Allen, noon
A&S/Hispanic Languages & 
Literatures
“Can Silence Speak? Reading the 
Marginalized Woman in Three 
Novels of Female Develop-
ment,” Leah Strobel; Dec. 10, 
1528 CL, 2 pm

 Exhibits

FFA Exhibit
“Making Face: The Depiction 
of Women in Japan From Edo 
to Today” by Hiroki Otsuka; 
through Dec. 19, M-Sat. 10 am-4 

pm & Th 4-8 pm, U Art Gallery, 
FFA (412/999-8801)
Nationality Rms. Holiday 
Displays
CL; Taped tours weekends 
through Jan. 10, except Dec. 27 
& 28, Sat. 9 am-2:30 pm, Sun. 11 
am-2:30 pm; Dec. 27-31 10 am, 
first-come, first-served guided 
tours (4-6000)
Barco Law Library Exhibit
“Spin Art Meets Photographic 
Art” by Michael Rosella; through 
Jan. 22, M-Th 7:30 am-11:45 
pm, F 7:30 am-8 pm, Sat. 10 
am-8 pm, Sun. 10 am-11:45 pm 
(8-1376)
Falk Library Exhibit
“Opening Doors: Contemporary 
African-American Surgeons”; 
through Jan. 28, M-Th 7 am-
mid., F 7 am-10 pm, Sat. 9:30 
am-10 pm, Sun. 9:30 am–mid., 
Falk Library
African-American Alumni 
Council Exhibit
“Then & Now: A Historical 
Exhibition of African-American 
Progress at the University of 
Pittsburgh”; through Feb., Hill-
man Library ground fl. lobby, 
reg. library hours

 Deadlines

European Studies Faculty 
Grant
Application deadline is Dec. 4 
(info & application procedure: 
www.ucis.pitt.edu/euce/faculty/
index.html)
EUCE Faculty Research 
Grant
Application deadline is Dec. 11. 
(info & application procedure: 
www.ucis.pitt.edu/euce/faculty/
index.html)
UCIS-EUCE Faculty Fellow-
ship for Fall 2010 or Spring 
2011
Deadline is Jan. 15, 2010. (info 
& application procedures: www.
ucis.pitt.edu/euce/faculty/index.
html)

 Event Deadline

The next issue of the University 
Times will include events of 
Dec. 10-Jan. 7. Information for 
events during that period must 
be received by 5 pm Dec. 3 at 
308 Bellefield Hall. Information 
may be sent by fax to 4-4579 or 
email to utcal@pitt.edu.
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OAKLAND
5-room row house at 3351 Parkview Ave. 
Basement & nice back yard. No pets or 
children, couples preferred. $750 + utilities. 
412/821-8594.
SQUIRREL HILL
Lg. 1-BR apt. Separate office, full bath, W&D, 
integral garage, W/W, A/C, ample closet 
space. Convenient to universities/hospitals. 
6 or 12 mo. lease required. $690/mo. + gas & 
electric. Email jmtpet@verizon.net for details 
& pictures.

MONROEVILLE
Motivated seller! Professionally landscaped 
4-BR, 2.5-bath Colonial; large LR; DR; family 
room with fireplace; eat-in kitchen with custom 
cabinets, granite countertops; 2-car garage; 
privacy fence; irrigation system; neutral paint 
& carpeting/HW throughout. Move-in condi-
tion. $219,900. Gene & Shari Perun, Coldwell 
Banker: 724/327-0123 x255.

OAKLAND OFF-STREET PARKING
1 block from Forbes. $95/mo. Robb RE: 
412/682-7622.

ELDER LAW—ESTATE ATTORNEYS 
Michael H. Marks & Associates. Elder law; 
nursing home/Medicaid cost-of-care planning; 
wills; POAs; trusts; probate & estate administra-
tion; real estate. Squirrel Hill: 412/421-8944; 
Monroeville: 412/373-4235; email: michael@
marks-law.com. Free initial consultation. Fees 
quoted in advance. Personal & informative.
MUSIC LESSONS
Private piano lessons for busy people. It’s never 
too late! Downtown. 412/642-2920.

•  $8 for up to 15 words; $9 for 16-30 
words; $10 for 31-50 words.
• For University ads, submit an account 
number for transfer of funds.
• All other ads should be accompanied by 
a check for the full amount made payable 
to the University of Pittsburgh.
• Reserve space by submitting ad copy 
one week prior to publication. Copy and 
payment should be sent to University 
Times, 308 Bellefield Hall, University 
of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh 15260.  
• For more information, call Barbara 
DelRaso, 412/624-4644.

HOUSING/RENT
SERVICES

C L A S S I F I E D  

PARKING

HOUSING/SALE

C A L E N D A R



 Wednesday 25

• No classes through Nov. 29 
due to Thanksgiving recess 
for students.

 Thursday 26

• Thanksgiving recess for fac-
ulty & staff; University closed 
through Nov. 27.

 Friday 27

Women’s Basketball Thanks-
giving Tournament
Vs. Appalachian State; Petersen, 
1 pm (also Nov. 28; see www.
pittsburghpanthers.com/sports/
w-baskbl/sched/pitt-w-baskbl-
sched.html for updates)

 Monday 30

• Classes resume.

CGS Workshop
“Preparing for Finals”; McCarl 
Ctr. 4th fl. CL, 4-5:30 pm (also 
Dec. 1-3)

December
 Tuesday 1

GI Fellows Seminar
“Endoscopy: Feeding Tube/
Peg,” Toby Graham; M2 conf. 
rm. Presby, 7:30 am
Academic Career Develop-
ment Workshop
“Developing Competitive Grant 
Applications,” Bruce Freeman; 
S120 Starzl BST, 8:30-10:30 am 
(8-9562)
Basic & Translational Research 
Seminar
“Adenovirus e1a Converts Dif-
ferentiated Cells Into Replacing 
Stem Cells by Genome Wide 
Re-Localization of Chromatin-
Modifying Complexes,” Arnold 
Berk; Cooper Conf. Ctr. class-
rms. B & C, noon

Computer Science Lecture
“Learning Components for 
Human Sensing,” Fernando De 
la Torre, CMU; 5317 Sennott, 
noon
Pharmaceutical Sciences 
Seminar
“Phenobarbital, Nuclear Recep-
tor CAR & Molecular Mecha-
nism of Drug Resistance,” Masa-
hiko Negishi; 456 Salk, noon
Health Services Research 
Seminar
“Doctor-Patient Communica-
tion, Language Barriers & 
Informed Consent,” Yael Schen-
ker; 305 Parkvale, noon
MWRI Work-in-Progress 
Conference/Seminar
“Translating Spermatogonial 
Stem Cell Transplantation to the 
Clinic,” Kyle Orwig; MWRI 1st 
fl. conf. ctr., noon
Pharmacology & Chemical 
Biology Seminar
“Sex, Drugs & Cell Fate,” Robert 
Clark, critical care medicine 
& pediatrics; 1395 Starzl BST, 
3:30 pm

Johnson Inst. Philanthropy 
Forum
“The Future of Philanthropy: 
Making Markets Work to Serve 
the Poor,” Jacqueline Novogratz, 
Acumen Fund; PAA Schenley 
Lounge, 3:30-5:30 pm (8-1336)

 Wednesday 2

Clinical Oncology & Hematol-
ogy Grand Rounds
“New Perspectives in Colon 
Cancer,” John Marshall; Her-
berman Conf. Ctr. 2nd fl. aud., 
8 am
Institutional Animal Care & 
Use Committee Forum
“Ask the IACUC,” Frank Jen-
kins; S100A Starzl BST, noon
Pathology Research Seminar
“Nuclear Receptor Coactivators 
in Liver Function,” Janardan 
Reddy, Northwestern; 1104 
Scaife, noon (8-1040)
Religious Studies Lecture
“Transcendence & Religiously 
Feeling the State in Central 
Asia,” David Montgomery, 
anthropology; 2628 CL, noon
HSLS Workshop
“DNA Analysis Tools,” Carrie 
Iwema; Falk Library conf. rm. 
B, 1-3 pm
GI Grand Rounds
“Case Presentations,” Joseph 
Rodemann & Matthew Rockacy; 
11 Scaife, 5 pm
ULS Concert
Parker Sisters; Cup & Chaucer, 
Hillman, 6 pm (412/361-1915)
Men’s Basketball
Vs. Duquesne; Mellon Arena, 
Downtown, 7 pm
Bradford Campus Concert
College-Community Choir; 
Bromeley Theater, Blaisdell, 
UPB, 7:30 pm

 Thursday 3

HSLS Workshop
“Adobe Photoshop for Begin-
ners,” Sam Lewis; Falk Library 
classrm. 2, 10 am-noon
Molecular Biophysics/Struc-
tural Biology Seminar
“Structure-Based Design of 
Organometallic Kinase Inhibi-
tors,” Ronen Marmorstein, 
Wistar Institute; 6014 BST3, 
11 am
EOH Seminar
“Toxicology Meets Develop-
mental Biology: Genome-Wide 
Analysis of Ah Receptor Gene 
Targets,” Alvaro Puga; 540 
Bridgeside Point, noon
Epidemiology Seminar
“ADHD Course, Prevalence & 
the Assessment Conundrum,” 
Brooke Molina; A115 Crabtree, 
noon
HSLS Lunch With a Librar-
ian
“Find It Quick!” Charlie Wessel; 
Falk Library conf. rm. B, noon
Asian Studies Lecture
“Peace Dividend & Regional 
Stability in the Korean Peninsula: 
Focusing on the South-North 
Korea Cooperation Fund Allo-
cation,” Bok Gyo “Jonathan” 
Jeong, GSPIA; 4130 Posvar, 
noon
CGS Info Session
McCarl Ctr. 4th fl. CL, 12:30 
pm (4-6600)
Humanities Colloquium
“In the Wings of Time: Rome, 
the Incas, Spain & Peru,” Sabine 
MacCormack, Notre Dame; 526 
CL, 12:30 pm
Long-Term Staff Recognition 
Ceremony/Reception
WPU Assembly Rm. & Ballrm., 
3 pm

Geology & Planetary Science 
Colloquium
“Late Quaternary Climate His-
tory of Tibet From the Sediments 
of Qunghai Lake,” Junqing Yu, 
Chinese Academy of Sciences; 
203 Thaw, 4 pm
Humanities Lecture
“The Poetics of Representation 
in Viceregal Peru: A Walk Round 
the Cloister of San Agustin in 
Lima,” Sabine MacCormack, 
Notre Dame; 501 CL, 5 pm

 Friday 4

SBDC Workshop
“The 1st Step: Mechanics of 
Starting a Small Business”; 
Mervis, 7:30-10 am (8-1542)
Dental Medicine Continuing 
Ed Seminar
“Pediatric Dentistry for the 21st 
Century,” Adriana Modesto 
Vieira, Deborah Studen-Pav-
lovich, Margaret Elliott, Dennis 
Ranalli & Erik Scheifele; 2148 
Salk, 9 am-4 pm
Epidemiology Winter Art 
Sale
Benefits Evelyn Wei Scholar-
ship; 1st fl. lounge Parran, 10 
am-2:30 pm
Senate Budget Policies Com-
mittee Mtg.
501 CL, 12:10 pm
Humanities Discussion
“José de Acosta’s Travel Nar-
rative,” Sabine MacCormack, 
Notre Dame; 526 CL, 1 pm
Asian Studies/Music Sym-
posium
“Music & Cultural Rights,” 
Beverley Diamond, Damien 
Pwono, Mike Madison, Andrew 
Weintraub & Bell Yung; Kurtz-
man Rm. WPU Kurtzman Rm., 
2-6 pm (8-7426)
Ctr. for Philosophy of Science 
Lecture
“Science, Supposition & Ref-
erence: The New Program,” 
Robert Rynasiewicz, Johns Hop-
kins; 817R CL, 3:30 pm
Men’s Basketball
Vs. NH; Petersen, 7 pm
Music Concert
Men’s Glee Club; 1st Baptist 
Church of Pgh., 195 N. Belle-
field, 7:30 pm (info: 4-4125; 
tickets: 412/394-3353)
Greensburg Campus Alumni 
Assn. Holiday Reception
102 Lynch, UPG, 7:30 pm (res-
ervations: 724/836-7497)

 Saturday 5

Dental Medicine Continuing 
Ed Seminar
“Surgical Crown Elongation: 
Hands On,” Pouran Famili & 
Ali Seyedain; 2148 Salk, 9 am-
4:30 pm
Football
Vs. Cincinnati; Heinz Field, 
noon
UHC Symposium
“TEDxUniPittsburgh”; 343 
Alumni, 1-6 pm (registration: 
atd8@pitt.edu)
Women’s Basketball
Vs. W MI; Petersen, 2 pm
Music Dept. Slavic Dance 
Party
Carpathian Music Ensemble; 
WPU Assembly Rm., 8-10 pm 
(4-4193)

 Sunday 6

Nationality Rms. Holiday 
Open House
CL, noon-4 pm (4-6000)
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Pitt still waiting for state funds
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

year 2008 and a hike of 1.5 percent 
in FY09 (that later evaporated as 
nearly $189.3 million in approved 
state funding shrank to an actual 
$177.9 million following mid-year 
budget cuts).   

Given that the University’s 
state appropriation for the current 
fiscal year that began last July 1 
has yet to be approved, the 5 per-
cent increase is pegged to a FY10 
“expected budget” amount based 
on Gov. Edward G. Rendell’s pro-
posed $189.26 million (including 
federal stimulus funding) for Pitt, 
Ramicone said. 

In a statement that accompa-
nied the budget request, Chan-
cellor Mark A. Nordenberg said, 
“The University has worked dili-
gently and extensively to imple-
ment cost-cutting and operational 
efficiencies. Pitt has done much 
to streamline operations, but the 
need to sustain excellence remains 
our primary concern. 

“An adequate and predictable 
increase in our appropriation is 
essential if Pitt is to offer a quality 
education to qualified Pennsyl-
vania students at an affordable 
price.” 

Nordenberg cited continuing 
declines in state support for the 
University, pointing out that Pitt’s 
appropriation has been reduced in 
four of the past eight fiscal years 
and that the increases in FY08 
and FY09 failed to keep pace 
with inflation. Most recently, a 
mid-year budget cut in January 
resulted in the state “reserving” 6 
percent, or $11.3 million, of Pitt’s 
appropriation. 

“As a result of this mid-year 
reduction, the University’s FY09 
appropriation was $177.9 million, 
which is about the same amount 
that was appropriated to Pitt in FY 
2001, unadjusted for inflation,” 
the chancellor stated. He pointed 
out that academic medical center 
funding line items have been 
bolstered by the use of matching 
federal Medicaid funding since 
FY06. “Thus the commonwealth 
is investing nearly $10 million less 
in the University in FY 2009 than 
it did in FY 2001,” Nordenberg 
stated.

Still awaiting FY10 funding
In its request for the current 

fiscal year, which began July 1, 
the University sought $205.34 
million. (See Sept. 25, 2008, 
University Times.) However, an 
appropriation bill for the Univer-
sity, SB1036, which remains in the 
House appropriations committee, 
includes $160.49 million in state 
support for Pitt and $7.5 million in 
federal stimulus money for FY10 
as well as $8.64 million in stimulus 
money for FY09.

Rendell signed the state’s FY10 
budget on Oct. 9, but nearly $730 
million in appropriations for Pitt, 
its fellow state-related universities, 
and two dozen other institutions 
that receive nonpreferred appro-
priations from the state remain 
in limbo pending an agreement 
in the state legislature on casino 
table games revenues to balance 
the budget.

In spite of the governor’s 
proclaimed optimism for a quick 
resolution, no agreement has been 
reached, although negotiations 
are ongoing.

A meeting between the gover-
nor and legislative caucus leaders 
had been scheduled for Tuesday 
afternoon, as the University 
Times went to press. However, 
the Senate’s next scheduled session 
is Dec. 1; the next House session 
is Dec. 7.

Erik Arneson, spokesman for 
Senate Majority Leader Dominic 
Pileggi, told the University Times,  
“In terms of the negotiations on 
gaming reforms and the autho-
rization of table games, we are 
optimistic that can be settled by 
the end of this calendar year.”

Brett Marcy, spokesman for 
the House Democrats, said, “The 
non-preferred appropriations, 
such as those for state-related 
universities, are inextricably tied 
to the legislation that will legalize 
table games in Pennsylvania. We 
cannot spend money we do not 
have, and in order to raise the 
money needed for those appro-
priations, we must legalize and 
tax table games.

“Our staff has been working on 
this legislation continuously since 

the budget passed, but it has to be 
done right. While we understand 
the immediate financial concerns 
of the University of Pittsburgh and 
other state-related universities, 
House Democrats are focused 
squarely on the long-term finan-
cial impact of this legislation. We 
remain adamant that the final table 
games legislation must generate 
enough revenue to fund these 
institutions, not just this year but 
also for years to come.”

Noting that the Senate has 
passed appropriations bills for Pitt, 
Penn State, Temple and Lincoln, 
Arneson said, “The Senate Repub-
lican caucus has consistently said 
that funding for the state-related 
universities should be approved 
now, without regard to table 
games. 

“There is enough money in the 
already-enacted budget to cover 
that funding, so there is no good 
reason for the delay.”

No FY10 budget for Pitt
The University has not set its 

own FY10 budget pending a final-
ized state appropriation. “You’re 
expected to be fiscally respon-
sible,” but without current-year 
figures, it’s difficult to compare 
actual expenses with available 
and remaining budget amounts, 
Ramicone said.

If Pitt’s appropriation weren’t 
in limbo, the University would 
have received about $75 million 
of it by this point in the fiscal 
year, Ramicone said, adding that 
it’s costing the University “in the 
six figures” in interest that its 
cash reserves would have been 
earning. 

About $10 million in PHEAA 
grants for Pitt students that 
typically are released to the Uni-
versity in August were delayed 
until after the state budget was 
passed. Another $10 million in 
spring-term PHEAA grants is 
expected to be released in January 
as scheduled.

The University also sent 
tuition bills totaling about $220 
million last week, which are due 
Dec. 17.
 —Kimberly K. Barlow           n


