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Thaw Hall, the sole survivor of Pitt’s 
“Acropolis Plan,” turns 100. See 
pages 7-10.

A controversial proposal to 
tax students’ tuition was 
tabled late last month 

in an 11th-hour compromise 
between city and higher education 
officials, who jointly announced 
a “new Pittsburgh coalition” to 
address the city’s financial woes. 

In his November budget pro-
posal, Pittsburgh Mayor Luke 
Ravenstahl had pushed for a so-
called “fair share tax” of 1 percent 
on city higher education students’ 
tuition as a way to fill a $15 mil-
lion gap in the city’s 2010 budget 
due to underfunded city pension 

It’s official: Pitt’s fiscal year 2010 
state appropriation was signed 
by Gov. Edward G. Rendell 

Dec. 17, 168 days after the July 1 
start of the fiscal year.

The appropriation includes 
nearly $168 million in FY10 
general support for Pitt: $160.49 
million from the state’s general 
fund plus $7.5 million in federal 
stimulus money. 

Also included in the appropria-
tion bill signed by the governor 
was $8.64 million in federal 
stimulus money for FY09.

Pitt’s total FY10 appropria-
tion is $185.4 million, including 
approximately $17.4 million in 
funding for University medical 
line items included in the Depart-
ment of Public Welfare budget, 
which passed in October as part 

of the state budget. Those line 
items are funded through state and 
matching federal dollars.

The University’s Board of 
Trustees budget committee on 
Dec. 15 unanimously passed a 
$1.733 billion operating budget 
for fiscal year 2010, contingent 
upon the governor’s approval of 
the expected $185.4 million state 
appropriation. (See www.utimes.
pitt.edu/?p=10735.)

Trustees also approved a capital 
budget of $179.16 million, which 
includes $86.2 million from the 
state. (See story page 4.)

Typically, Pitt receives its state 
appropriation in monthly incre-
ments; no payments have been 
received since the new fiscal year 
started July 1. 

Vice Chancellor for Budget 

Pitt will hold an H1N1 
flu vaccination clinic for 
faculty and staff 1-5 p.m. 

on Jan. 14 in the University Club 
ballroom. The vaccination is free 
to Pitt employees with a valid 
identification card. 

Falk Pharmacy also is offer-
ing Pitt employees free H1N1 
flu vaccinations 9 a.m.-3 p.m. on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays through 
January.

Both the injectable (inacti-
vated) flu shot and the nasal spray 
(live, attenuated) vaccine will be 
available at the clinics.

John Fedele, associate direc-
tor for news, urged employees to 
get vaccinated. “The University 
supports the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention’s (CDC) 
position that a flu vaccine is the 
single best way to protect against 
influenza illness,” he said.

No registration for the clin-
ics is necessary, but employees 
are asked to fill out the required 
consent form prior to attending a 
clinic to expedite the vaccination 
procedure. Forms are available 
on the University’s H1N1 flu 
information site — www.pitt.
edu/swine-flu/index.html. Forms 
also will be available at the clinic 
sites.

Participants should choose the 
applicable consent form depend-
ing on their choice of vaccine 
delivery type, shot or nasal spray. 
Both consent forms ask partici-
pants to review the CDC vaccine 
information statement prior to 
signing the consent form; that 
statement is available at www.
cdc.gov/vaccines/pubs/vis/down-
loads/vis-inact-h1n1.pdf for the 
injectable form, and www.cdc.
gov/vaccines/pubs/vis/down-
loads/vis-laiv-h1n1.pdf for the 
nasal spray. 

According to Falk pharmacist 

Janet St. Denis, “Most people 
prefer the flu shot, which is 
more familiar, but the vaccines 
are equally effective.” She added, 
however, that the nasal spray is 
restricted to healthy individuals 
between the ages of 2 and 49 who 
are not pregnant and do not have 
underlying medical conditions. 
Other restrictions are spelled out 
in the CDC’s vaccine information 
statement.

No appointment is necessary 
for the Falk Pharmacy clinics, St. 
Denis said.

Fedele said H1N1 flu vaccine 
clinics for faculty and staff at 
the regional campuses are in the 
planning stages. “Vaccine clinics 
directed to faculty and staff on the 
regional campuses will be depen-
dent upon Pitt’s available supply 
of vaccine,” he said.

He added that clinics for stu-
dents, who are in the age group 
— up to 24 years old — most 
impacted by the H1N1 influenza 
epidemic, have been held on all 
five campuses. 

“More than 700 individuals 
reported influenza-like illness on 
the Oakland campus during the 
fall term,” Fedele said. “The vast 
majority of these were students. 
Between Nov. 23 and the end 
of the fall term there were fewer 
than 10 active cases of influenza-
like illness on any given day on 
the Oakland campus. While the 
number of self-reported cases of 
influenza-like illness in our com-
munity has apparently waned, 
experts caution that there could be 
another wave of H1N1 influenza 
in the coming months.”

To date, the World Health 
Organization has confirmed more 
than 12,000 people worldwide 
have died from the H1N1 virus 
influenza. 
—Peter Hart                          n

H1N1 vaccinations now 
available to staff/faculty

Long wait for appropriation ends
and Controller Arthur J. Rami-
cone estimated the impact on Pitt 
as “in the six figures,” and told the 
University Tmes on Tuesday that 
Pitt is still waiting to receive the 
approved FY10 funds. Ramicone 
said the money — including what 
would have been received since the 
July 1 start of the fiscal year — is 
expected to arrive this month. 

Pitt’s appropriation had been 
delayed because the legislature 
couldn’t reach an agreement on 
table games legislation, which 
Rendell insisted was needed to 
balance the state budget. 

The Senate unanimously 
passed Pitt’s appropriation bill in 
October, but the measure didn’t 
reach the governor’s desk until it 
was approved in the House Dec. 
14. Had the governor not acted, 
the bill would have taken effect 
in 10 days. 

The same day Rendell signed 
bills for the state-related univer-
sities and other non-preferred 
appropriations, he sent a letter 
to legislative leaders warning of 
at least 1,000 state job furloughs 
if a table games agreement isn’t 
reached. “Unless I receive legisla-
tion on my desk that I can sign by 
January 8, 2010, I will be forced 
to place an additional $250 mil-
lion into budgetary reserve,” he 
stated. 

The Senate approved a table 
games measure Jan. 5. A vote was 
expected in the House Jan. 6 as the 
University Times went to press.
—Kimberly K. Barlow            n

City, higher eds reach compromise, avert tax
obligations. 

After the state-appointed 
Intergovernmental Coopera-
tion Authority, which oversees 
Pittsburgh’s finances under Penn-
sylvania’s Act 47 recovery plan, 
rejected Ravenstahl’s proposal to 
include the tax in his 2010 budget, 
the mayor continued to seek 
separate Pittsburgh City Council 
backing of the levy for inclusion in 
future budgets. The proposal was 
set for a Dec. 21 vote by council, 
which, based on public statements, 
appeared to support the measure 
by a slim majority.

But following behind-the-
scenes negotiations, Ravenstahl 
tabled the tax proposal after Pitt, 
other nonprofit groups and some 
corporations pledged to form a 
coalition that would provide some 
direct financial assistance to the 
city, as well as help it to pursue 
other revenue streams.

At the Dec. 21 news conference 
announcing the new partnership, 
Chancellor Mark Nordenberg, 
flanked by the mayor and officials 
from Carnegie Mellon, Highmark 
and Duquesne Light, issued a 
statement praising the new col-

laboration as “unifying” following 
what increasingly was becoming 
an adversarial relationship over 
the proposed tuition tax. 

“All of us, I know, are very 
pleased that the mayor has com-
mitted to the step of forming and 
leading a broad-based coalition to 
seek and secure a viable, long-term 
solution to the dramatic imbalance 
between the expense obligations 
that the city has inherited and 
the restrictions on revenue that 
so tightly constrain what it can 
do to meet those obligations,” 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

Kimberly K. Barlow

Snow and sub-freezing temperatures welcomed faculty, staff and students back to campus fol-
lowing the winter recess. Spring term classes began yesterday at Pitt.  
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Most of us know what autism 
is, or at least we’ve seen the Hol-
lywood depiction of the disorder 
in “Rain Man,” “Forrest Gump” 
and “The Other Sister.” However, 
what is less well-known is that 
autism is a spectrum disorder, 
meaning individuals on the spec-
trum can range from the non-
verbal to the high-functioning.

Included in the autism spec-
trum are individuals who are 
capable of going to college. At 
the University, we currently have 
approximately 20 students regis-
tered with Disability Resources 
and Services who have been 
diagnosed with autism spectrum 
disorder.   However, while students 
are encouraged to register with 
the office, some students do not, 
choosing to handle their college 
career without accommodations. 
Whether you are aware of it or not, 
it is very likely that you have met 
or have interacted with someone 
on the autism spectrum.

Some of these individuals may 
display stereotypical autistic traits, 
while others may not. Autism may 
affect mannerisms, social skills, 
hygiene or class behavior. Man-
nerisms may include repetitive 
behaviors, awkward body move-
ments or organizing class material 
in a very specific way without 
the ability to deviate from that 
particular style. Characteristic 
autistic behaviors are developed as 
a means of coping with the physi-
cal and social environments that 
such students often find taxing, 
thus for individuals with an autism 
spectrum disorder, these behaviors 
are “normal.” 

Social skill issues may appear 
as an inability to modulate voice 
volume, unawareness of personal 

space or discussion focused on one 
subject without being conversa-
tional. Social contact can generate 
feelings of anxiety for the student, 
thus causing a student to avoid 
it completely. The student may 
come to class unkempt or dressed 
inappropriately for weather con-
ditions.

In the classroom, the autistic 
student may be unaware of the 
discomfort his or her behaviors 
or mannerisms may cause others, 
such as interrupting when others 
are speaking, or reacting nega-
tively if the structure of the class 
is changed. Do not confuse these 
behaviors with a lack of interest 
or commitment to education; 
most students on the spectrum 
care deeply about their education. 
Many autistic students have done 
well in academic settings due to 
their ability to easily learn and 
recall facts and details.

If a student is disrupting the 
classroom environment by exhib-
iting some of these behaviors, what 
should the faculty member do? 
Refer the student to Disability 
Resources and Services or to the 
University Counseling Center. 
All students must adhere to the 
student code of conduct, includ-
ing students with disabilities. 
Generally, it is appropriate for an 
instructor to ask a student to stop a 
particular behavior if it is disrupt-
ing the class, but be careful not to 
further embarrass the student.  For 
example, if the student spends too 
much time discussing an issue of 
narrow interest, it is appropriate to 
interrupt the student or tell them 
it is not relevant to the current 
conversation and then move on. 

On college campuses across the 
country, the number of students 

The University is committed to providing equal opportuni-
ties to academically qualified students with disabilities.

As part of that effort, the University Senate has agreed 
to encourage the placement of a disability statement on all 
syllabi to demonstrate the instructor’s willingness to provide 
accommodations to disabled students. 

The statement reads:
“If you have a disability for which you are or may be request-

ing an accommodation, you are encouraged to contact both 
your instructor and Disability Resources and Services, 140 
William Pitt Union, 412/648-7890, or 412/383-7355 (TTY) 
as early as possible in the term.”

Including this statement on every syllabus helps to normal-
ize the accommodation process and also acts as an invitation 
for students to meet with the instructor in a confidential way 
to review course requirements and the student’s requested 
accommodation.

Students who are working with Disability Resources and 
Services have provided the office with documentation of 
their disability so instructors should not request such docu-
mentation. Instead, faculty should require a “Notification of 
Disability Memorandum” from any student requesting accom-
modations.                                                                                  n

with autism spectrum disorder 
is growing. The reason is two-
fold. First, the ability to diagnose 
individuals on the spectrum has 
improved greatly and allowed 
for earlier intervention, which 
increases the students’ chance for 
academic success. Second, at the 
post=secondary level the services 
offered for individuals with dis-
abilities have been expanded to 
include services to those on the 
autism spectrum. 

Pitt’s Office of Disability 
Resources and Services provides 
accommodations and services for 
students on the autism spectrum, 
as well as those with learning 
disorders, visual impairments, 
psychiatric disorders, orthopaedic 
disabilities and chronic illnesses. 
Common accommodations for 
qualified individuals registered 
with the office include classroom 

and testing accommodations, as 
well as assistive technology and 
a variety of auxiliary aids and 
services, such as qualified sign 
language interpreters. Specific 
accommodations for a student 
with autism may include extended 
time on an exam in order to allow 
the student to process the informa-
tion being asked, a quiet testing 
environment to control outside 
stimuli or a single residence hall 
room to minimize the pressures of 
constant social interaction. 

If you have questions regard-
ing students with autism or any 
other disability, contact Disabil-
ity Resources and Services, 140 
William Pitt Union, 412/648-
7890.                                         n

Megan Turske and Noreen Mazzocca 
are  disability specialists in the Office of 
Disability Resources and Services.

Megan Turske &
Noreen Mazzocca

Autism spectrum disorders on campus

If wasting less or being more 
organized in 2010 are among 
your New Year’s resolutions, 

some motivation is on its way.
Faculty and staff on the Pitts-

burgh campus are being asked to 
join students for the 2010 Recy-
cleMania competition. 

The 10-week competition, 
sponsored by the College and 
University Recycling Council, 
includes prizes for recycling the 
most per capita, collecting the 
largest amount of total recyclables, 
generating the least amount of 
trash per capita and having the 
highest recycling rate. Winners 
get bragging rights and an award 
made from recycled glass. This 
year’s challenge starts Jan. 17 and 
ends March 27.

The University’s participation 
aims to increase awareness and get 
people in the habit of recycling 
more, said Laura Zullo, Facilities 
Management’s senior manager of 
capital and special projects. 

The Pittsburgh campus is 
moving up to the competition 
category in the 2010 challenge 
and expanding its effort to include 
faculty, staff and students after 
competing for the first time in 
the noncompetitive benchmark 
division (in which recycling col-
lections are measured but not 
reported in competition rankings) 
in 2009 as a way to promote recy-
cling in the residence halls. Pitt 
surpassed its goal of 15 pounds 
of recyclables per student by col-
lecting 24 pounds per student over 
the 10-week period.

“The benchmarking category 
trial last year went very well, so 
we thought we’d open it up and 
compete this year,” said Zullo. 
Pitt’s 2010 goal is 15 pounds per 
person. The national per-capita 
average in the competition divi-
sion last year was 13.4 pounds, 
she said.

Organizers include Facilities 
Management, Housing, Food Ser-
vice, Residence Life and Property 
Management. The student group 
Free the Planet also will promote 
the competition, Zullo said.

To conserve paper, employees 
won’t receive mailings about the 
effort, but extra recycling contain-
ers will be placed across campus 

during the competition and ban-
ners (some of which are being 
reused from last year) and video 
screen announcements will appear 
in the William Pitt Union and 
Market Central, Zullo said. 

In addition to asking the 
University community to recycle 
more, organizers are directing a 
pitch to employees to boost the 
collections by clearing out their 
office spaces. Facilities Manage-
ment is targeting the March 7-14 
spring break for a special effort. 
Zullo said that week was chosen 
because the absence of students 
affords a bit of extra time both 
for faculty members and for 
maintenance staff. Extra recy-
cling containers will be available 
and additional recycling pickups 
scheduled during that week, she 
said. 

Zullo said Pitt’s employees do 
a good job with paper recycling, 
but she would like to see faculty 
and staff boost their aluminum, 
glass and plastic recycling. “We 
think we can do better there,” she 
said, noting that plastics recycling 
recently expanded to include 
containers marked with numbers 
1-5. Previously only numbers 1-3 
were accepted.

Facilities Management sta-

tistics show that during fiscal 
year 2009, Pitt diverted about 
42 percent of its waste stream 
from landfills, recycling 41 tons 
of aluminum, glass and plastic; 
503 tons of paper, and 601 tons 
of corrugated cardboard. 

Zullo said the competition 
would require some extra report-

ing by Pitt’s waste and recycling 
haulers. In addition to tracking 
recyclables, organizers also will 
be tallying the amount of trash 
generated by the University. “The 
competition’s not necessarily just 
about recycling, but also reducing 
waste,” Zullo said.

At the end of the 10 weeks, 

Recycling contest expands to staff, faculty some of the extra recycling con-
tainers will disappear, although 
some of the most heavily used 
ones may become permanent, 
she said. If employees know of 
an area that could use a recycling 
container, they can be requested 
at any time by emailing recycle@
fm.pitt.edu.

q
Since its inception in 2001, the 

RecycleMania competition has 
grown to 510 campuses in 2009. 
Neighboring Carnegie Mellon 
and Chatham are among the more 
than 500 colleges and universities 
expected to participate in the 2010 
RecycleMania challenge.

Competition is expected to 
be tough. Last year, participants 
recycled 69.4 million pounds 
during the 10-week challenge. 
The top school, California State 
University, recycled more than 
78 percent of its overall waste. 
McNeese State University topped 
the per-capita competition by 
collecting more than 76 pounds 
of recyclables per person.

As newcomers, “I have no illu-
sion we’re going to win, but we will 
be in the running,” Zullo said.

For more details on the chal-
lenge or to track Pitt’s weekly 
progress, visit www.recyclema-
niacs.org. Updates are posted on 
Fridays and winners are expected 
to be announced in April.
—Kimberly K. Barlow            n
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Pitt’s senior administration grabs most of the headlines. The faculty here get noticed 
when they bring in research dollars, win teaching awards or publish in their fields.

But behind the scenes, University staff, some 7,000 strong across five campuses, often 
toil in jobs ranging from the mundane to the esoteric. 

This is one in an occasional series profiling University staff, providing a glimpse of 
some of the less recognized employees whose primary business is making Pitt work.

From the refinished pews in 
Pitt’s stately Heinz Chapel 
to the wood-framed banks 

of TV screens in the William Pitt 
Union’s busy elevator lobby, Pitt’s 
carpenters are quietly leaving 
their mark across the University 
with craftsmanship that often is 
destined to outlive the makers 
themselves. Integrated into every 
corner of the campus, their work 
is seen by many, yet often goes 
unrecognized as the handiwork 
of Pitt employees.

“People think we’re just fram-
ing [walls],” said carpenter Harry 
Zaremba, who works in the cabi-
net shop. However, the carpenters’ 
work goes far beyond simple ham-
mering and nailing. Much of the 
carpenters’ time is spent on repair 
and safety-related projects, but 
they also undertake the fabrication 
and installation of a wide range of 
decorative and functional items, 
working not only in wood, but 
also in metal, laminate and other 
materials.

Although the Pitt police are in 
charge of key control for Univer-
sity buildings, it’s the carpenters 
who make the keys and keep tabs 

on them. The carpenters handle 
hundreds of lock changes and 
installations each year, working 
both with keyed locks and the 
increasingly popular combina-
tion locks. 

Large, long-term carpentry 
jobs typically are contracted out, 
but smaller projects go to the 
University’s in-house carpenters. 

The carpenters shop, the larg-
est of Pitt’s trades, encompasses 
16 carpenters, including three in 
the cabinet shop, located at Pitt’s 
Melwood Avenue facility, and two 
who staff the lock shop beneath 
Posvar Hall. 

The rest are spread out across 
the University, where they con-
centrate on loosely defined ter-
ritories.

“Each usually has an area,” said 
carpenters foreman Dave Papp. In 
addition to knowing the people in 
a given building, “They’re familiar 
with working in their own specific 
areas,” he said. Considering the 
variety of environments across 
campus, it’s more efficient for each 
carpenter to focus on a handful 
of buildings. Working in a lab in 
the Chevron Science Center, for 

instance, is vastly different from 
working with the old systems 
and hardware in the Cathedral of 
Learning, he said.  

In addition to framing — which 
in commercial construction uti-
lizes metal, rather than wood wall 
studs — the carpenters may make 
laminate countertops, shelving, 
custom whiteboards, cabinets or 
furniture. 

“We can make anything, from 
new to reproducing something 
you can’t find,” said Papp. While 
ordering from a catalog may be 
less expensive for quantity items, 
Pitt’s carpenters often can make 
a single piece or custom item at 
a reasonable cost with a faster 
turnaround time than an outside 
shop, he said. 

Racks of oak, walnut, maple 
and poplar — whatever might be 
needed to fill requests — stand 
ready in the Melwood shop to 
be crafted to order. Tucked into 
out of the way spots are samples 
of trim moldings and templates 
from past work — extras are kept 
to facilitate matching, should the 
need arise. 

Photos by Kimberly K. Barlow

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

Above: Carpenters Harry Zaremba and Rusty Kucsmas look over 
some library chairs awaiting repair in Pitt’s Melwood Avenue 
cabinet shop. 

Below: Carpenter Jim Coyner’s domain is the University’s lock 
shop.
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Among the most unusual 

requests cabinet shop carpenter 
Rusty Kucsmas recalls was fabri-
cation of clapping hands for Roc, 
the Pitt Panther. 

Roc’s soft paws simply couldn’t 
make the desired noise necessary 
to rev up the crowds, so Kucsmas 
created attachable liners out of 
plywood and polystyrene. That 
template hangs with the others 
at Kucsmas’s workstation.

q
The carpenters in the lock 

shop are housed in a tiny office 
in the depths of the Posvar Hall 
garage. Lining the workshop’s 
walls are small bins containing the 
minuscule parts used to repair and 
re-key locks for doors, audiovisual 
cabinets and file drawers.

The office also houses the 
ledger books that associate build-
ing room numbers with the proper 
keys — thousands of them, orga-
nized on hooks. “If nobody has 
a key, we have it,” said carpenter 
Michael Nucci.

Nucci, a 19-year Pitt veteran 
who has been stationed in the 
lock shop for the past decade, has 
committed to memory many of 
the details on which systems are 
in use in each building, simply by 

virtue of his years of experience. 
Nine different keying systems are 
in use at Pitt. 

“The University grew and it 
just happened that way,” he said. 

q
The variety of the Pitt carpen-

ters’ more traditional work can be 
seen in a number of places across 
the Pittsburgh campus. 

Zaremba, for instance, fabri-
cated display cases that are seen 
by hundreds of people each day 
in the Cathedral of Learning and 
Falk School. Likewise, the wooden 
directories in the elevator lobbies 
throughout the Cathedral are the 
carpenters’ handiwork.

In advance of the G-20 summit, 
Pitt’s carpenters built a cover to 
protect the water feature outside 
Pitt’s Biomedical Science Tower 
3. Painted to match the building, 
the large wooden box made the 
perfect disguise to prevent damage 
to the lighted fountain. 

In recent months, the car-
penters, in conjunction with the 
tradespeople in Pitt’s paint shop, 
systematically repaired and refin-
ished the Heinz Chapel pews, 
removing two each Monday and 
returning them in time for week-
end weddings.

Library patrons also have Pitt 
carpenters to thank for keep-
ing their seating in good repair. 
Fixing Hillman Library’s wooden 
chairs is a never-ending task, said 
Kucsmas, who estimated that she’s 
repaired at least 500 of them in her 
10 years as a University carpenter. 
Patrons perch on the chair backs 
and snap off the dowels that fasten 
them to the body of the chair; seats 
get ripped.  

Stacks of the chairs piled high 
outside the cabinet shop testify to 
the frequency of such mishaps. 

Finer work also is visible at 
Hillman Library: Pitt’s carpenters 
furnished and trimmed the new 
reading room on the library’s 
fourth floor. 

While passersby may not 
notice their craftsmanship, the 
carpenters take pride in knowing 
their work will survive long after 
they’re gone. ”When you’re done 
with something you’ve accom-
plished something,” Zaremba 
said. 

Kucsmas notes with pride 
that she recently built a white 
board cabinet for the new Welsh 
Nationality Room. “It’s going to 
be there forever,” she said.
—Kimberly K. Barlow             n
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Sometimes Pitt’s carpenters work with wood, as in this video 
screen cabinet in the William Pitt Union, above, and other times 
they work with keys and locks. Below, carpenter Michael Nucci 
displays some antique door hardware near a bank of keys in the 
carpenters lock shop.

The University’s Board of 
Trustees budget commit-
tee has approved a fiscal 

year 2010 capital budget totaling 
$179 million. 

In a Dec. 15 meeting, the 
committee approved nearly $148 
million in educational and general 
(E&G) construction projects and 
more than $31 million in non-
E&G projects.

Topping the list of E&G 
projects is a $50.6 million Salk 
Hall addition and renovation 
plan that includes construction 
of an 80,000-square-foot research 
tower in the parking area behind 
the existing building. The new 
building would house laboratories 
and support spaces, which would 
be relocated from Salk Hall. The 
vacated spaces then would be 
renovated into classrooms and 
offices. 

Other E&G projects are: 
• $32.4 million for an addition 

and renovation to the Chevron 
Science Center.

• $27.8 million for Olympic 
sports complex construction.

• $9.9 million for a 20,000-
square-foot nursing/health sci-
ences facility at Pitt-Johnstown.

• $9.6 million for preserva-
tion projects on the Pittsburgh 
campus.

• $4 million for the design work 
for renovation and infrastructure 
upgrades for Parran and Crab-
tree halls. A 57,000-square-foot 
addition would be built over the 
auditorium, adding four floors 
for research and other space for 
the Graduate School of Public 
Health. 

• $3.2 million for ground 
floor and basement renovations 
at Thomas Boulevard that will 
accommodate the relocation of 
Mailing Services, Surplus Prop-
erty, Central Receiving and Pitt’s 
movers from leased space in the 
Lexington Warehouse. 

• $2.8 million for program-
matic renovations (excluding 
Schools of the Health Sciences) 
on the Pittsburgh campus.

• $2.5 million for new electrical 
service at Pitt-Bradford. 

• $1.5 million for program-
matic renovations and preserva-
tion projects on Pitt’s regional 
campuses.

• $1.5 million for classroom 
renovations.

• $904,000 for general campus 

security upgrades.
• $646,000 for information 

technology upgrades. 
• $573,000 for construction 

(including programmatic projects) 
in the Schools of the Health Sci-
ences.

q
At the top of the non-E&G 

projects list is $9.7 million for 
the new Pitt-Johnstown wellness 
center, which includes a 38,000-
square-foot addition to UPJ’s 
existing recreation complex. 

Other non E&G projects 
are:

• $5.4 million for a new 

103-bed residence hall at Pitt-
Bradford.

• $4.5 million for Senior Vice 
Chancellor for Health Sciences 
projects.

• $4.2 million for other 
regional campus auxiliary and 
non-auxiliary projects.

• $2.5 million for construction 
of a multipurpose facility and 
chapel at Pitt-Bradford.

• $1.4 million for the acquisi-
tion of 315 Oakland Ave. Planning 
is underway for additional under-
graduate student apartments on 
the site. The 0.33-acre parcel is 
located behind the University’s 
Bouquet Gardens apartments. 

• $1.8 million for renovations/
preservation of Pitt housing.

• $1.5 million for other Pitts-

burgh campus auxiliary enter-
prises.

 Both the budget committee 
and the property and facilities 
committee must approve capital 
budget projects. The Salk Hall, 
Parran/Crabtree and UPB chapel 
projects remain subject to property 
and facilities committee approval. 
That committee’s next meeting 
date has not been announced.

The $179 million budget is 
being funded with $22.9 million 
in E&G financing, $15.8 million 
in auxiliary debt, $7.3 million in 
auxiliary reserves, $2.3 million in 
Senior Vice Chancellor for Health 
Sciences funding; $86.2 million in 
state money and $44.5 million in 
gifts and other funding.
—Kimberly K. Barlow            n

Trustees approve capital budget

Pitt ranked No. 12 among U.S. 
institutions in the 2009 Best Places 
to Work in Academia survey pub-
lished in The Scientist, a journal 
devoted to life sciences.

Rankings were determined via 
a web-based survey in which life 
scientists were asked to assess their 
work environments in eight areas: 
job satisfaction; peers; infrastruc-
ture and environment; research 
resources; pay; management and 
policies; teaching and mentor-

ing, and tenure and promotion. 
Pitt ranked highest in research 
resources and job satisfaction.

With 2,000 full-time life sci-
ences researchers and more than 
25,000 papers published in the 
life sciences, Pitt is one of the 
largest of the top 15 institutions 
in the survey and among the top 
recipients of federal funding.

“The federal funding does 
provide Pitt with a rich research 
environment, but the reason 

people are so happy here is much 
more than that,” said Joan Lakoski, 
associate vice chancellor for aca-
demic career development, Health 
Sciences. “The mentoring and 
support we offer one another allow 
for personal and career growth.” 
She noted the Health Sciences’ 
comprehensive approach to career 
development: offering programs 
and services that address opportu-
nities for those pursuing lifelong 
academic careers.                      n

Pitt ranks high in survey of life scientists
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Ready to shed those extra 
pounds? Resolved to get 
healthy for the new year? 

Want a little friendly competition 
as an incentive?

If so, consider signing up for 
Pitt’s third annual Fitness for Life 
Weight Race challenge — dubbed 
New Year, New Race, New You.

Pitt faculty and staff, as well as 
their spouses and domestic part-
ners, are eligible to participate; 
students and UPMC employees 
are not eligible, except those 
employees who work in the same 
department as Pitt employees. 

The 10-week race runs Jan. 
30-April 10, with prize drawings 

Jan. 11-20: Team and individual registration
Jan. 21-22: “Draft” days
Jan. 25-29: First official weigh-in
Jan. 30: Weight race begins
Feb. 5: First self-reporting weigh-in deadline
Feb. 12:  Second self-reporting weigh-in deadline
Feb. 19:  Third self-reporting weigh-in deadline
Feb. 22-26: Mid-point official weigh-in
March 5: Fourth self-reporting weigh-in deadline
March 12: Fifth self-reporting weigh-in deadline
March 19: Sixth self-reporting weigh-in deadline
April 2: Seventh self-reporting weigh-in deadline
April 5-9: Final official weigh-in
April 10: End of race
April 19: Winners announced

City tuition tax averted
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Nordenberg said. “We are uni-
fied in our understanding that the 
city is being financially crushed 
by staggering legacy costs tied to 
significantly underfunded pension 
obligations.”

While congratulations for 
the new collaboration were 
exchanged, the compromise 
offered few specifics.

Nordenberg cited the Uni-
versity’s past commitment to the 
Pittsburgh Public Service Fund, 
a consortium of more than 100 
local nonprofit institutions and 
agencies that voluntarily donated 
about $14 million to the city’s cof-
fers under a three-year agreement 
that expired in 2007.

“The University of Pittsburgh 
made the very first pledge to the 
first Pittsburgh Public Service 
Fund and, consistent with that 
unbroken history, stands prepared 
to renew and increase that sup-
port once the impediment of the 
tuition tax proposal is removed,” 
Nordenberg said.

He did not specify what 
amount Pitt would pledge or over 
what timeframe under the new 
coalition commitment.

(The complete text of the chancel-
lor’s statement is available at www.

chancellor.pitt.edu/news/2009-12-
21.html.)

Pitt and the nine other member 
institutions of the Pittsburgh 
Council on Higher Education 
previously had argued that pursu-
ing voluntary contributions from 
the city’s nonprofits and develop-
ing “other funding streams” were 
the appropriate alternatives to 
the tuition tax. The institutions 
threatened legal challenges if the 
tuition tax proposal were passed 
by City Council.

Ravenstahl previously had 
proffered two alternatives to the 
tuition tax: extending the 0.55 
percent payroll preparation tax to 
nonprofits, or increasing the $52 
annual wage tax for those who 
work within the city limits to $144. 
State legislature approval would be 
required to adopt either option. 
So far, neither proposal has gotten 
much traction in Harrisburg, city 
officials acknowledged.

It is believed that, had it been 
approved, the tuition tax would 
have been the first of its kind in the 
nation. Ravenstahl’s proposal drew 
attention from city government 
bodies and academic institutions 
nationwide.
—Peter Hart                          n

Key weight race dates

held each week for faculty and 
staff participants, as well as at the 
race’s conclusion. Both team and 
individual prizes will be awarded. 
The five campuses and the 
Mechanicsburg satellite location 
will hold separate races.

Registration for the challenge 
will be Jan. 11-20. This year’s race 
encourages employees to form 
teams of three-five members, 
but also permits participation 
by individuals. Instructions for 
registering and for participating 
in a team “draft” will be posted at 
www.hr.pitt.edu/fitness/wr2010.
htm by Jan. 11.

The weight race isn’t solely for 
those who want to lose weight. 
Those who want to maintain a 
healthy weight also are eligible 
to participate.

This year, individual and team 
goals will be determined by par-
ticipants’  body mass index, rather 
than self-designated goals as in 
past races. Following registration, 
participants will be informed of 
their goal by email. A point system 
based on reaching weight-loss or 
weight-maintenance goals will 
determine the race winners, with a 
random drawing breaking ties.

Weight racers will face three 
official weigh-ins, with times 
and locations to be posted on the 

Human Resources Fitness for 
Life initiatives/incentives web 
site. During the weeks between 
the weigh-ins, participants are 
required to self-report their 
weight by 5 p.m. on Friday on a 
password-protected web site. 

As extra motivation to cross 
the finish line of the 10-week 
challenge, participants will be 
sent daily emails and encouraged 
to sign up for health and nutri-
tional counseling through UPMC 
Health Plan and Life Solutions. 
During the race, three workshops 
will be sponsored by “Pitt crews,” 
a conglomerate of representatives 
from the School of Nursing, the 
departments of health and physi-

cal activity, physical therapy and 
sports medicine and nutrition, 
UPMC Health Plan and Life 
Solutions.
—Peter Hart                          n

Pitt kicks off 3rd annual weight race challenge

UPMC honored for organ donation rates
UPMC was among 428 hos-

pitals that recently received the 
Medal of Honor for Organ Dona-
tion from the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services for 
achieving and sustaining national 
donation goals, including a dona-
tion rate of 75 percent or more of 
eligible donors.

Each of the recognized hos-
pitals had eight or more eli-
gible organ donors and met or 
exceeded one or more of three 
goals: improving donation rates, 
increasing the number of organs 

donated per individual donor to 
3.75 or higher and expanding 
clinical processes for recovering 
organs.

UPMC Presbyterian and 
UPMC Mercy are two of 90 hos-
pitals nationwide to win medals 
four out of four years. UPMC 
Shadyside is one of 199 hospitals 
to win the medal two out of four 
years.

Nationally, more than 100,000 
people are awaiting organ trans-
plants and at least 18 will die each 
day without receiving one.       n

Children’s Hospital is one of 
eight pediatric hospitals named a 
2009 Leapfrog Top Hospital. The 
designation is based on the only 
national, public comparison of 
hospitals on issues including mor-
tality rates for certain procedures, 
infection rates, safety practices 
and efficiency. This is the second 
year in a row that Children’s has 
earned the honor.

Children’s, a pioneer in the 
development and use of electronic 
health records, met a number of 
criteria in order to be recognized 
for delivering the best quality care 
while attaining the highest level 
of efficiency, according to The 

Leapfrog Group. As an example 
of how an electronic health record 
has improved patient safety, 
Children’s has reduced medica-
tion errors by 60 percent since the 
implementation of computerized 
provider order entry.

Top pediatric hospitals earn 
a score of 95 or better in the 
Leapfrog hospital recognition 
program, which uses data from its 
1,206-hospital survey to evaluate 
performance in clinical focus areas; 
intensivist physician staffing; evi-
dence-based hospital referrals; 
common acute conditions; hospi-
tal-acquired conditions, and safe 
practices.                                   n

Children’s recognized as one of top hospitals in U.S.
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Now and then: Thaw Hall, Pitt’s last surviving building of the original plan for the Oakland campus, 
top, squeezed between Old Engineering Hall and the Space Research Coordinating Center as it looks 
today; middle, the award-winning architectural drawing of Henry Hornbostel’s “Acropolis Plan,” 
and, bottom, Thaw Hall alone on the hillside, circa �9��.  
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Unobtrusively nestled 
between — and connected 
to — the Space Research 

Coordinating Center (SRCC) and 
Old Engineering Hall on O’Hara 
Street sits Pitt’s oldest Oakland 
campus building, Thaw Hall, 
which this year marks the 100th 
anniversary of its dedication.

Named for industrialist, Pitt 
trustee and benefactor Benjamin 
Thaw Sr., the building is the 
last remnant of the ambitious 
— some might say grandiose 
— “Acropolis Plan,” the initial 
proposed development of the 
new Pitt campus, which began 
moving from the North Side and 
its scattered Downtown loca-
tions in 1908 to start afresh in 
the growing cultural center of 
Oakland. The area already was 
home to the Carnegie Museums, 
Carnegie Institute of Technol-
ogy (now Carnegie Mellon) and 
Phipps Conservatory.

According to Robert C. 
Alberts’s institutional history, 
“Pitt: The Story of the University 
of Pittsburgh 1787-1987,” under 
the leadership of Samuel Black 
McCormick, who served as Pitt’s 

chancellor 1905-21, the Univer-
sity in 1905 purchased 45 acres 
of Oakland hillside land north of 
O’Hara and Terrace streets for 
$537,000 from developer Franklin 
Nicola. He had built the Schen-
ley Hotel (now the William Pitt 
Union) in 1898 and would build 
Forbes Field in 1909, as well as 
much of the area’s infrastructure 
such as streets and utility lines.

In 1907 Pitt held a national 
architectural competition for the 
design of a 30-building campus. 
The winner was the so-called 
“Acropolis Plan” of New York-
based architect Henry Hornbostel 
(1867-1961), already well-known 
at the time in Pittsburgh for his 
design of most of the original 
Carnegie Mellon campus build-
ings and his founding of CMU’s 
architecture department. Horn-
bostel also designed Rodef Shalom 
Temple at Fifth and Morewood 
avenues (1907), Soldiers and Sail-
ors Museum and Memorial Hall 
(1910), the University Club (1923) 
and the five Schenley Quadrangle 
dormitories (originally the Schen-
ley Apartments, completed in 
1924 and purchased by Pitt in 

SOLE  SURVIVOR

Thaw Hall, the last vestige of the original Oakland campus plan, turns 100

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Above: Thaw Hall’s 
rear entrance and its 
connection to Old 
Engineering Hall.

At right: The juncture 
point where Thaw Hall 
connects to the Space 
Research Coordinat-
ing Center. One of the 
pillars that flanked 
Thaw Hall’s original 
entrance is peeking 
out above the SRCC 
roofline.

Above: Some of the classic 
architectural details just below 
the Thaw Hall roof.

At right: Decorative brick 
window trimming, which varies 
by floor in Hornbostel’s design.

Below: The deeply recessed 
windows and the recessed 
bricks within the brick column 
at right are two motifs that are 
sustained in Thaw Hall’s O’Hara 
Street facade.
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1956), among other Pittsburgh 
landmarks.

Work on Hornbostel’s Acropo-
lis Plan began in 1908 with the 
construction of State Hall.

The following year ground 
was broken and the cornerstone 
laid for Thaw Hall; the five-story 
stone, brick and terra cotta build-
ing was dedicated June 15, 1910.

As part of Hornbostel’s 30-
building Acropolis Plan, Pitt also 
constructed the original Pennsyl-
vania Hall (1911), and the Mineral 
Industries Building (1912).

State Hall and Thaw Hall were 
designed to start the baseline of 
the Acropolis Plan along O’Hara 
Street. Thaw Hall originally 
housed the University’s engineer-
ing programs, hence “School of 
Engineering” remains sculpted 
in the building’s O’Hara Street 
side.

When McCormick was suc-
ceeded as chancellor by John G. 
Bowman in 1921, the University 
charted a new development 
course that culminated with the 
completion of the Cathedral of 
Learning in 1937. The Acropolis 
Plan, chronically short of funding, 
was abandoned with only four 
of the intended structures ever 
completed.

State Hall was razed to make 
room for the Chevron Science 
Center, which was completed in 
1974. Thaw Hall, by then con-
nected to Old Engineering and 
SRCC, escaped a similar fate 
when it was named a historical 
landmark by the Pittsburgh His-
tory & Landmarks Foundation in 
1976. It achieved U.S. National 
Register of Historic Places status 
in 1983.

After a protracted battle over 
the merits of preserving the 
original Pennsylvania Hall and the 
Minerals Industries Building as 
historical structures — a proposal 
that ran counter to Pitt’s mid-
range facilities plan for expand-
ing on-campus student housing 
— those two edifices were razed 
in the late 1990s, leaving Thaw 
Hall as the only building remain-
ing from Hornbostel’s original 
Acropolis Plan. (See University 
Times, Jan. 23, 1997.)

Today, Thaw Hall houses a 
mishmash of offices, labs and 
student centers, including the 
Office of Experiential Learning, 
Freshman Programs and the Writ-
ing Center. Several departments 
and programs, including physics 
and astronomy, Asian languages, 
chemistry and archaeology, have 
offices, classrooms and labs scat-
tered throughout the building.

Interestingly, Hornbostel’s 
Thaw Hall also is the home of 
the architectural studies program’s 
architecture lab. The lab serves 
as a dedicated design studio 
space that facilitates instruction 
from practicing architects in the 
fundamentals of spatial thinking, 
graphic representation techniques 
and model-building.

Henry Hornbostel’s original 
design for Pitt was dubbed 
the Acropolis Plan after 

the Pittsburgh Leader newspaper 
compared the competition-win-
ning architectural renderings to 
the Athenian Acropolis.

But to refer to the architecture 
as Greek Revival would be wrong, 
according to Christopher Drew 
Armstrong, assistant professor and 
director of architectural studies in 

the Department of the History of 
Art and Architecture.

A Hornbostel devotee, Arm-
strong praised Thaw Hall as a 
fine example of a great architect’s 
work, albeit on a smaller scale than 
the “monuments” he designed, 
such as Soldiers and Sailors and 
Carnegie Mellon’s College of 
Fine Arts building, both of which 
Armstrong considers architectural 
masterpieces.

Thaw, rather, is a gatepost or 
supporting building designed to 
work in tandem with other pro-
posed buildings in the Acropolis 
Plan, Armstrong said, which 
makes a big difference in the scope 
and elaboration of the design.

“Thaw is a classical building 
and it does have elements that 
are very specifically derived from 
Greek models, but you couldn’t 
call it a Greek Revival building. 
Hornbostel is inspired by those, 
but he’s not copying anything. He’s 
deriving from them. He knows 
how to work with a set of rules 
but not be constrained by them,” 
Armstrong said.

Instead, the architecture is 
derived from the École des Beaux-
Arts in Paris, where Hornbostel 
trained. “That is where the foun-
dation of his architecture is from,” 
Armstrong noted.

“The Acropolis Plan was 
a very grand idea. As a paper 
design, it’s quite magnificent. It 
won the competition because it 
is a sophisticated-looking project, 
and it deals in a credible way with 
the sloping. You can see how the 
streets were laid out to wind up the 
hillside, so it’s clear he did think 
about the challenges. This is a very 
thoughtful man, very subtle, and 
one who could adapt.”

Hornbostel’s design also cor-
responds with a period when 
institutions were defined by 
their architecture, Armstrong 
maintained.

“The Hornbostel plan did 
represent one moment in the 
University’s history of huge signif-
icance, when architectural patron-
age evidently really mattered,” he 
said. “We’ve come to the end of a 
period of vast spending on cultural 
institutions in the United States 
and in other places in the world 
as well, where the architecture 
had been considered the absolute 
flagship component of institu-
tions. The Acropolis Plan came 
at a moment when the University 
decided to stake out an image for 
itself by using architecture and 
that’s pretty important. The next 
such moment in the University’s 
history is with the Cathedral of 
Learning, which was constructed 
in the 1920s and ’30s. Things 
[in Oakland] had changed pretty 
dramatically by that time.”

Armstrong said the Pitt 
Acropolis design contrasted with 
Hornbostel’s layout of Carnegie 
Mellon’s campus, with its central 
forum and buildings arrayed 
around it. “That draws on a very 
old traditional American idea 
like the University of Virginia, 
which is a great model for that 
basic plan. In the Acropolis Plan, 
however, instead of being around 
a space, it’s on top of a space. 
[Had the plan been executed] I 
think it would have been quite 
inconvenient, all of the walking 
around vertically,” Armstrong 
said, although he acknowledged 
the same concern holds true for 
today’s upper campus.

SOLE SURVIVOR
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7
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Above: Thaw Hall initially was home to Pitt’s engineering programs, which is why 
“School of Engineering” is sculpted into the O’Hara Street side of the building. 
Underneath are two of the unfinished stone elements that probably would have been 
sculpted into portraits had the Hornbostel plan been fully executed, a Pitt expert said. 

Above: The corner of Thaw Hall’s pediment with a number of repeating terra cotta 
elements that form a strong horizontal vision, a trademark of Hornbostel’s.

Below: A corner of Thaw Hall’s lower level with other classic terra cotta elements.
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“Remember, Thaw sits on the 
lower edge, and from here it’s 
nothing but going up and that 
would have been formidable,” he 
said. “The plan was to extend along 
the [west] end of the building. It’s 
very clear this was not a finished 
end, but a supporting building. It 
just stopped and they walled it up, 
and later built Old Engineering 
on one side and the SRCC on 
the other.”

Hornbostel chose the bal-
cony-like element to set back the 
upper part of Thaw Hall because 
the lower levels were to act as a 
kind of podium, Armstrong said. 
“The point is that as you extend 
the buildings in [the west] direc-
tion, the podium would become 
increasingly smaller. It’s some-
thing that would give a horizontal 
continuity to a chain of buildings 
that were planned. He’s establish-
ing a horizontal line, so there’s a 
base and then there’s a higher piece 
dividing the building essentially in 
half,” Armstrong said.

He noted that by connecting 
SRCC — completed in 1965 
— to Thaw Hall, the original 
Thaw entrance, with two large 
Doric columns, ornamentation 
and wrought-iron gates, largely 
has been obscured from view. 
“Those columns from a distance 
would have been quite apparent 
and would have signaled that [the 
east] end of the building is where 
you enter,” Armstrong said. 

“The building is in reasonably 
good condition. Why it looks ter-
rible is that many of the windows 
are all blocked up. That isn’t 
the way this building should be. 
It needs a little bit of cleaning. 
There are some issues with how 
the building settled that caused 
cracking, probably during the 
first couple of decades, but the 
cracking is minor.”

While the design of SRCC in 
many ways mimics its older neigh-
bor, such as the color of the brick 
and the motif of recessed bricks in 
the middle of larger brick columns, 
there are innumerable differences, 
Armstrong said. 

“It terms of the details, if 
you look at the first cornice (the 
horizontal molded projection that 
completes a wall) that defines the 
lower level, and then look at the 
SRCC, you see the difference in 
richness and complexity. In Thaw, 
you can see right away there’s an 
intention to have ornamental 
elements that are part of a whole 
system of classical design. Things 
like all the horizontal elements 
— the roof, the cornice — are very 
powerful shapes that are derived 
from classical architecture,” he 
said. “If you look just above the 
highest level of windows, you see 
the wave motif typical in classi-
cal architecture. The pediment 
is cornered, which is absolutely 
textbook classicism derived from 
the École des Beaux-Arts.”

(The pediment is the decorated 
triangular gable over a facade that 
helps support the roof.)

Hornbostel also used a variety 
of materials in different ways from 
its adjoining neighbor’s builders. 
“Most of Thaw is brick, but he 
does use stone in certain moments 
to indicate a horizontal vision 
— even things like how the brick 
is laid. If you look up between the 
second windows down from the 
top and the third windows down, 
you can see a pattern of brick, 
that they’re pushed out slightly 

more. It’s not extraordinary in any 
way. But it does indicate care and 
attention to every level of detail 
with respect to the design of the 
outside of the building.”

There also are a series of 
unfinished round stone elements 
in the brick across the O’Hara 
Street side, which probably 
were intended to be carved into 
portraits or faces, Armstrong 
speculated.  

The main difference between 
the Space Research Coordination 
Center and Thaw Hall is in the 
building technology prevalent in 
their respective eras, he said. 

“Yes, these are both brick 
exteriors. But in the SRCC the 
exterior walls actually are support-
ing weight. In the case of Thaw, 
that’s not true.

“The exterior of the building 
tells you about its construction: 
Instead of using stone and brick, 
the SRCC uses concrete and brick. 
You can see clearly above each 
of the Thaw windows, there is a 
thickened element, thickened at 
the corners. That’s deliberate,” 
Armstrong maintained.

“If you were to strip out all 
of the brick in the SRCC, the 
concrete would just stay. The 
concrete is all self-supporting; 
that’s the structure. The brick is 
all in-filled to create the division 
between inside and outside, but 
it isn’t actually supporting the 
concrete.” 

In contrast, the brick in Thaw 
Hall is integral to the construction 
of the building, “as is absolutely 
clear from the cracking: It’s 
supporting weight. So there’s a 
technological change — not an 
advancement, a change,” Arm-
strong said. 

Another example of the differ-
ence in construction technology: 
Thaw Hall’s stone roof is shaped 
in a triangular pediment not only 
for richer ornamentation, but 
for practical drainage, while the 
SRCC’s concrete roof is flat and 
unaffected by rain or heavy snow, 
he pointed out.

These days, Thaw Hall and 
SRCC share a common entrance 
on O’Hara Street, something 
that doesn’t meet Armstrong’s 
approval. 

“The SRCC is not a dumb 
building. It’s a modest building, 
but it’s not a bad building. It’s just 
not appropriate where it’s sited, in 
my estimation,” Armstrong said. 
“My problem with the SRCC is 
that the juxtaposition is insensi-
tive. There’s no other word for 
it. Here you’re given what is now 
manifestly the main entrance to 
these two buildings and it’s a blank. 
It doesn’t really communicate very 
much. It’s not inviting. You can 
see the tops of the two columns 
left from the original [Thaw Hall] 
entrance. They were trying not to 
mangle the old entrance, I guess. 
It’s a kind of buffer.”

What makes Thaw Hall 
worthy of historic building status 
is Hornbostel’s use of light and 
shade, Armstrong said. 

“If you look at the top cornice, 
you see that that swag creates a 
kind of half circle shapes of dark, 
and that dark is repeated. That’s 
what you were meant to see from 
a distance,” he said. “Similarly, 
under the diagonal of the pedi-
ment, that repeated motif flips 
back and forth. Most important 
it’s creating alternate dark, light, 

SOLE SURVIVOR

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Pe
te

r 
H

ar
t

C
hr

is
to

ph
er

 D
re

w
 A

rm
st

ro
ng

C
hr

is
to

ph
er

 D
re

w
 A

rm
st

ro
ng



Imagine what your child can achieve here.
Come see why Winchester Thurston is nationally recognized for innovative teaching,
challenging programs, and inspiring campus settings. Meet students, parents, teachers,
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dark, light, dark, light, so that 
when you’re very far away you 
can still get the pattern.”

That effect abates as the viewer 
looks at the lower parts of the 
building, he noted. “That’s why 
this kind of building matters. It 
matters because it shows you that 
even for a gatepost or a supporting 
building, Hornbostel has thought 
this through in terms of how much 
relief to give different parts of the 
ornamentation. I’m sure it’s delib-
erate, because with Hornbostel 
there is always an explanation,” 
Armstrong said.

“He’s thinking about archi-
tecture in a way we don’t tend to 
think about architecture anymore, 
and that is: It’s a visual thing. It’s 
something you are perceiving 
from different distances and in 
different ways.”

Armstrong added that most of 
Hornbostel’s ornamentation for 
Thaw Hall appears to be mass-
produced as opposed to sculpted. 
“If you look at the Greek ‘key’ 
patterns up at the top, I think that 
is granite that has been sculpted. 
But under it, that leafy pattern is 
clearly a terra cotta block that is 
repeated all along. It’s terra cotta, 
which means it’s a block that has 
been produced in the same mold 
all the way across. It’s not hand-
sculpted and this is a sign of his 
modernity, that he is taking up 
methods of current production,” 
he said.

“He shows modernity also by 
the way he uses the brick: The 

brick right above the windows: 
How is that brick holding itself 
up? You’ve got a whole layer of 
bricks that appears to be hanging 
in a void. The metal behind it, 
which you can’t see, is what’s really 
holding it up.”

Armstrong is much less 
positive about the inside 
of Thaw Hall.

“The interior organization has 
been pretty seriously transformed. 
I don’t know anything about 
the history behind the changes, 
but it strikes me as having been 
both piecemeal and expedient,” 
he said of the building’s current 
uses. “By that I mean it was not a 
comprehensive plan and certainly 

not one that was sympathetic to 
the building.”

He pointed to the plain-look-
ing swinging doors that connect 
the third floor of SRCC with the 
second floor of Thaw Hall, which 
was Thaw Hall’s original entrance. 
He noted that the corridor at 
the entrance had been narrowed 
and denuded of all architectural 
interest. “When I said non-sympa-
thetic, this is what I mean. In this 
corridor we have no idea where 
we are. This is hardly exploiting 
what is specific to the building,” 
Armstrong opined.

“Even though the interior 
space in no way resembles what 
was originally intended, that’s not 
the point. More to the point is how will it be used in the future? 

That’s a complicated problem. 
But recognizing the specific quali-
ties of Thaw informs, or should 
inform, what you do inside the 
building. It’s an important build-
ing, designed by a major American 
architect, one of the top ones in 
the period, someone who won 
competition after competition 
against the top firms,” he said.

“What do you do in a build-
ing that has that profile? That’s 
my big question mark for Thaw 
Hall. Should this just be a class-
room building? Should it just be 
an office building? Should it be 
a lab building? In that respect, I 
do feel personally a lab building 
should be a modern building that 
has adapted to all the mechanical 
and technical requirements of said 
lab, like the Chevron building is. 

I don’t think this building can do 
that, or should do that.”

According to the “University 
of Pittsburgh Facilities Plan: 
2007-2018,” unspecified phased 
renovations and upgrades for 
Thaw Hall are planned in 2011-
2014 and in 2015-2018. 

Armstrong acknowledged his 
interest in future uses of Thaw 
Hall is somewhat selfish.

“What should it be used for? 
In my own bailiwick, I feel very 
strongly a building designed by 
a noted, great, American École 
des Beaux-Arts-trained architect 
should have a design studio in it 
and we’re grateful as a department 
to have the architectural stud-
ies lab. Is there a possibility for 
expanding that idea? I don’t know. 
I don’t make those decisions.”
—Peter Hart                          n

The “non-sympathetic” second-floor corridor leading from what 
was Thaw Hall’s original entrance as it looks today.

Above: Christopher Drew 
Armstrong, director of 
architectural studies in the 
Department of the History of 
Art and Architecture.

At left: The makeshift “double 
entrance” to Thaw Hall and the 
Space Research Coordinating 
Center. SRCC’s wall blocks from 
view almost all of Thaw Hall’s 
original entrance.
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Wheelchair 
breakdowns 
common

A Pitt-led study published 
in the December issue of the 
Archives of Physical Medicine 
and Rehabilitation has shown that 
wheelchair breakdowns impact 
many people with spinal cord 
injuries. The researchers surveyed 
people with spinal cord injuries 
who use their wheelchairs at least 
40 hours per week and found 
nearly half reported a wheelchair 
breakdown in the previous six 
months. 

Out of 2,101 individuals who 
were able to recall the specific 
number of repairs completed on 
their wheelchairs in the previous 
six months, 20.3 percent com-
pleted one repair, 16.6 percent 
completed two or three repairs 
and 6.2 percent completed four 
or more repairs. 

In addition, 19.7 percent of 
those who completed at least 
one repair reported a total of 262 
adverse consequences resulting 
from their wheelchair break-
downs, including 140 reports 
of being stranded, 47 reports 
of having to cancel a medical 
appointment, 42 reports of getting 
injured and 33 reports of missing 
work or school.

Such breakdowns can nega-
tively impact wheelchair users’ 
health and quality of life by 
threatening safety and decreasing 
community participation. 

“Just imagine the outcry if half 
of all cars broke down every six 
months,” said study author Mike 
Boninger, chair of the School of 
Medicine’s Department of Physi-
cal Medicine and Rehabilitation.

“Many wheelchair malfunc-
tions can be avoided by reforming 
health insurance reimbursement 
policies, mandating compliance 
with national wheelchair stan-
dards and improving patient and 
clinician education,” said Bon-
inger, who also is director of the 
UPMC Institute for Rehabilita-
tion and Research.

Additional  contributors 
include Rory Cooper, a faculty 
member in the School of Health 
and Rehabilitation Sciences;  
SHRS doctoral student Laura 
McClure, and Michelle Oyster 
and Jesse Lieberman of physical 
medicine and rehabilitation. 

The study is available at www.
archives-pmr.org/article/S0003-
9993(09)00715-1/abstract. 

Stem cells 
drawn from 
umbilical cords

Stem cells that could one 
day provide therapeutic options 
for muscle and bone disorders 
can be harvested easily from the 
tissue of the umbilical cord, just 
as the blood that goes through it 
provides precursor cells to treat 
some blood disorders, reported 
School of Medicine researchers in 
the online version of the Journal of 
Biomedicine and Biotechnology.

Umbilical cord tissue cells can 
be expanded to greater number, are 
remarkably stable and might not 
trigger strong immune responses, 
said senior investigator Bridget 
M. Deasy, a faculty member in 
the Department of Orthopaedic 
Surgery. The cells are obtained 
from the gelatinous material in the 
cord known as Wharton’s jelly and 
from blood vessel walls.

“Our experiments indicate also 
that at least 21 million stem cells, 
and possibly as many as 500 mil-
lion, could be banked from a single 
umbilical cord after the birth of 
a baby,” she noted. “So the cord 
could become an accessible source 
of a multitude of stem cells that 
overcomes many of the restric-
tions, such as limited quantity as 
well as donor age and donor sex 
issues, that come with other adult 
stem cell populations.”

Deasy and her team analyzed 
sections of 2-foot-long human 
umbilical cords that were donated 
for research, looking for cells in 
Wharton’s jelly and blood vessel 
walls that displayed the character-
istic protein markers found in stem 
cells derived from other sources. 
The researchers then sought to 
find the best way to isolate the 
stem cells from the cords and 
tested them in the lab to confirm 
their ability to produce specialized 
cells, such as bone and cartilage, 
while retaining their ability to 
renew themselves.

Pitt co-authors included lead 
investigator Rebecca C. Schugar 
of Pitt’s Stem Cell Research Center 
and the Center for Cardiovascu-
lar Research at the Washington 
University School of Medicine; 
Steven M. Chirieleison, Yuko 
Askew, Jordan J. Nance and 
Joshua M. Evron of the Stem 
Cell Research Center; Kristin 
E. Wescoe and Benjamin T. 
Schmidt of the Department 
of Bioengineering, and Bruno 
Peault of the McGowan Institute 
for Regenerative Medicine and 
UCLA.

 The research was supported 
by the National Institute of Arthri-
tis and Musculoskeletal Research 
and Children’s Hospital.

Bradford co-op 
gets alcohol 
intervention 
grant

The Northwest Pennsylvania 
Adolescent Alcohol Research 
Cooperative has received a $3.2 
million grant from the National 
Institute on Alcohol Abuse and 
Alcoholism (NIAAA) to test an 
intervention to reduce alcohol use 
among rural adolescents.

The cooperative is comprised 
of three Pitt centers: the Center 
for Rural Health Practice at Pitt-
Bradford, the Pittsburgh Adoles-
cent Alcohol Research Center 
and the University of Pittsburgh 
Center for Research on Health 
Care.

“Rural youth are at risk of 
having more alcohol-related 
problems and earlier, too,” said 
Youmasu Siewe, director of 
the Center for Rural Health 
Practice.

“Because of the bio-psychoso-
cial roles that physicians play in 
their rural medical practice com-
munities, this study will enhance 
teen-physician interaction in the 
clinical setting and allow better 
assessment of underage drinking, 
prevention of related psychosocial 
problems and fatal motor-vehicle 
crashes.”

Duncan Clark, principal 
investigator of the project and 
director of the Pittsburgh Adoles-
cent Research Center at Western 
Psychiatric Institute and Clinic, 
said that work on this project 
began when the NIAAA was 
looking for plans to engage rural 

doctors in addressing underage 
drinking.

In 2006, the Pitt coalition was 
one of four groups nationwide 
chosen to receive funding to 
develop an approach with col-
laborating primary care practi-
tioners. The Pitt group now has 
received a five-year grant to test 
the approach.

Through the Center for Rural 
Health Practice, primary care phy-
sicians in an eight-county region 
were surveyed. Researchers con-
ducted focus groups of doctors, 
adolescents (those under 20) and 
parents to determine the extent 
of underage drinking.

They also asked the groups 
whether they would be recep-
tive to using a computer survey 
to help identify problems with 
alcohol and use an Internet-based 
intervention.

The physicians indicated that 
they realize underage drinking is a 
problem and would like to perform 
some sort of intervention, but felt 
they had neither the time nor the 
training to do so, Clark said.

He proposed using adoles-
cents’ comfort with technology 
to allow them to complete an 
alcohol assessment in a physician’s 
office waiting room that would be 
sent immediately to the physician 
along with a recommended pre-
vention or treatment plan.

Three practices in Bradford, 
Warren and Punxsutawney have 
tested the computer survey and 
Internet-based intervention.

 “About 500 adolescents from 
these three practices have partici-
pated so far,” Clark explained. “A 
psychiatric diagnosis of alcohol 
abuse or dependence was unusual 
in younger adolescents (about 2 
percent for ages 12-14), but the 
percentage reached adult levels of 
8 or 9 percent among those 15-20 
years old. These statistics indicate 
that alcohol problems occur in 
many teens in our area.”

One advantage to the com-
puter-administered assessment, 
research associate Tony Sowers 
noted, is that adolescents often 
feel more comfortable answering 
sensitive questions this way instead 
of face-to-face with a physician.

Research associate Nick-
ole Egger, who worked with 
Warren Pediatric Associates to 
test its patients, agreed. “Kids are 
engaged in the process,” she said. 
“They like that it’s confidential, 
and some parents said they are glad 
because someone will talk with 
their children about alcohol.”

Sowers, who worked with a 
physician in Punxsutawney, said 
he also received a lot of positive 
feedback from parents as well as 

physicians.
After reviewing the assess-

ment, physicians can recommend a 
confidential, customized Internet-
based prevention program that has 
been used successfully at the high 
school and university level.

Physicians also could recom-
mend traditional addictions treat-
ment for the patient, if needed.

Having tested the method in 
a small number of rural practices 
with success, the second phase 
of the project will involve 2,000 
adolescents in 10 practices.

HIV microbicide 
research 
funded

The Graduate School of 
Public Health has received a 
five-year, $7.2 million grant 
from the National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious Diseases to 
develop microbicides against HIV 
transmission. Microbicides are 
designed to prevent or reduce the 
sexual transmission of HIV when 
applied topically. Several currently 
are being tested, but none has been 
proven effective. Testing of many 
products likely will be required 
before finding one that is safe 
and effective against HIV, as well 
as easy to use and acceptable to 
both sexual partners. 

The grant will allow Pitt to 
test two formulations: a film and 

ring that release the active ingre-
dient over time. The project will 
involve cell culture and animal 
studies of two microbicides, 
RC101 and CSIC, which target 
different stages of virus growth. 
RC101 inhibits entry of the virus 
into a cell, while CSIC works to 
inactivate an enzyme that the 
virus needs to grow after it has 
entered a cell. 

Researchers also plan to test 
the microbicides in the presence of 
other sexually transmitted diseases 
and bacterial vaginosis, a common 
vaginal infection.

Principal investigator Phal-
guni Gupta, assistant chair of 
infectious diseases and microbi-
ology, said: “In developing coun-
tries, HIV is most often spread 
through unprotected heterosexual 
intercourse, creating a great need 
for new ways to prevent transmis-
sion beyond the condom whose 
use is often at the discretion of 
men. If proven effective, microbi-
cides could have particular impact 
among women in developing 
countries, giving them the power 
to prevent sexually transmitted 
diseases,” said Gupta.

Among the co-investigators is 
Michael Parniak, whose primary 
appointment is in the School of 
Medicine’s Department of Micro-
biology and Molecular Genetics.                                         

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Breast cancer 
research 
presented

Researchers from the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh Cancer 
Institute (UPCI) presented breast 
cancer study results at the recent 
2009 San Antonio Breast Cancer 
Symposium.

Drug combo aids survival 
UPCI researchers report that 

patients who are being treated for 
a certain type of advanced breast 
cancer for the second time may 
get better results if a drug that 
interferes with the blood supply to 
tumors is added to their therapy.

Bevacizumab, also known as 
Avastin, works by inhibiting the 
formation of new blood vessels 
that would supply tumors with 
oxygen and nutrients needed to 
grow, explained Adam Brufsky, 
associate director of clinical inves-
tigations at UPCI and director 
of the Comprehensive Breast 
Cancer Center at Magee Womens 
Hospital.

“Adding bevacizumab to stan-
dard chemotherapy improved 
the survival, or at least the pro-
gression-free survival, of women 
with metastatic breast cancer,” 
said Brufsky. “We hope that this 
combination can serve as another 
possible treatment option for 

patients when their first line of 
treatment is unsuccessful, but first 
we need to consider the results of 
the trial in terms of how best to 
use these drugs against this type 
of cancer.”

The study included 684 
patients at 211 sites in 19 coun-
tries. Patients were randomly 
assigned to receive chemotherapy 
in combination with either beva-
cizumab or a placebo.

Two prior studies have shown 
the benefit of adding bevacizumab 
to chemotherapy as an initial 
treatment for advanced breast 
cancer. This particular trial was 
designed to see if the treatment 
would be safe and effective as a 
second treatment option.

The trial was sponsored by 
Genentech.

R E S E A R C H   N O T E S

ing tightly to the bone to prevent 
it from losing calcium, maintain-
ing bone strength and helping to 
prevent fractures, Brufsky said. 

The study included 602 post-
menopausal women who were 
diagnosed with stage one, two or 
three estrogen or progesterone 
receptor-positive breast cancer. 
The participants were randomized 
to either immediate or delayed 
treatment with zoledronic acid. 
After five years, patients in the 
immediate treatment group 
had a 6.2 percent increase in 
bone density while those in the 
delayed group had a decrease of 
2.4 percent. 

This study was sponsored by 
Novartis. 

Knowledge is 
power over 
weekend, 
holiday dining

The holidays can be challeng-
ing for even the most diligent 
dieters. But are weekends just as 
detrimental? Researchers at Pitt 
and Quinnipiac University found 
that weekend eating patterns 
change significantly. 

J. Jeffrey Inman, Pitt profes-
sor of marketing and associate 
dean for research in the Katz 
Graduate School of Business, and 
Quinnipiac marketing professor 
Adwait Khare studied two years’ 
worth of data on consumers’ 
eating behavior and found that the 
quantity and quality of foods eaten 
during a meal and over the course 
of the day differ considerably on 
weekends and holidays.

Just as important as the daily 
caloric increase on weekends and 
holidays is the nutritional value of 
the food consumed, according to 
the research, which was published 
in the fall 2009 issue of the Journal 
of Public Policy & Marketing. 

Labor Day barbecues and 
Thanksgiving feasts focus on 
family and friends bonding over 
tables of high-calorie foods. 
Because the quantity and quality 
of food consumed change during 
these times, Inman suggests that 
the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture incorporate recommenda-
tions for holiday and weekend 
eating into its food pyramid 
guidelines.

Understanding eating patterns 
and knowing that a weekend can 
be just as dangerous to the diet as 
a holiday dinner can arm consum-
ers, doctors and nutritionists with 
more knowledge to fight obesity, 
says Inman.                               n
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The American Association 
for the Advancement of Science 
(AAAS), the world’s largest general 
scientific society, recently recog-
nized two Pitt faculty members as 
AAAS fellows in honor of their sci-
entifically or socially distinguished 
efforts to advance science.

Graham F. Hatfull, chair 
and Eberly Family Professor of 
Biological Sciences, and Michael 
Zigmond, professor of neurology, 
neurobiology and psychiatry in the 
School of Medicine and director 
of Pitt’s Morris K. Udall Center 
for Parkinson’s Disease Research, 
were selected by their fellow AAAS 
members to be among the 531 
2009 fellows. The fellows will be 
honored at the 2010 AAAS annual 
meeting in San Diego Feb. 20.

Hatfull was recognized for 
his contributions to the fields 
of site-specific recombination, 
mycobacterial genetic analysis and 
bacteriophage evolution, as well as 
for educating undergraduates and 
high school students in science. 
As a microbiologist, Hatfull pri-
marily focuses on bacteriophages 
— viruses that infect bacteria 

studied for their insight into the 
genetic structure and develop-
ment of viruses and more complex 
creatures.

He co-founded the Pitt-based 
Pittsburgh Bacteriophage Institute 
and, as a Howard Hughes Medi-
cal Institute professor, engages 
high school and undergraduate 
students in “phage hunting” field 
studies geared toward collecting 
and analyzing bacteriophages.

Since 2006, he’s collaborated 
with a professor from the Albert 
Einstein College of Medicine to 
improve the treatment and detec-
tion of tuberculosis. In March, 
their team revealed a TB detector 
developed from bacteriophages 
with fluorescent proteins that 
glow bright green when in contact 
with drug-resistant strains of TB 
bacteria. 

Zigmond was recognized for 
his contributions to understanding 
the factors that influence neuro-
degenerative disease and for his 
service to academia, including his 
promotion of professional devel-
opment and ethics training.

Zigmond directs a research 

team studying Parkinson’s dis-
ease. His particular interest is in 
the risk factors for this disease, 
which affects some 1.5 million 
people in the United States. His 
current focus is studying the abil-
ity of added exercise to reduce the 
vulnerability of the brain to toxins 
that can cause a Parkinsonian 
syndrome in animal models. He 
also is interested in other risk fac-
tors, such as stress and traumatic 
brain injury.

In addition to his research 
efforts, Zigmond was the founding 
director of the survival skills and 
ethics program, which provides 
workshops on professional skills 
and responsible conduct, and 
directs two training grants in the 
neurosciences sponsored by the 
National Institutes of Health.

Susanne Gollin, faculty 
member in the Department of 
Human Genetics at the Graduate 
School of Public Health, has been 
appointed to serve on the Pennsyl-
vania Cancer Control, Prevention 
and Research Advisory Board, 
which advises the state secretary 
of health. The eight-member 
board approves a plan for cancer 
control, prevention and research 
each year, known as the Penn-
sylvania Cancer Plan. The board 
also makes recommendations to 
the secretary of health regarding 
grants and contract awards.

Gollin was appointed to a 
four-year term by Gov. Edward 
G. Rendell.

Gollin also is professor of oto-
laryngology and pathology at the 
School of Medicine; director of the 
University of Pittsburgh Cancer 
Institute Cytogenetics Facility, 
and director of research and clini-
cal cytogenetics consultant in the 
Pittsburgh Cytogenetics Labora-
tory. She is a researcher, teacher 
and clinical cytogeneticist, board 
certified by the American College 
of Medical Genetics.

Bone loss prevention studied
UPCI researchers found that 

breast cancer patients who are 
being treated with aromatase 
inhibitors may be able to prevent 
bone loss side effects by adding 
zoledronic acid to their treat-
ment plan.

Aromatase inhibitors lower the 
presence of estrogen in the body to 
slow the growth of some cancers 
in postmenopausal women, but 
increase the risk of osteoporosis.

Zoledronic acid works by bind-
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Salome Gutierrez, a long-time 
instructor in Pitt’s Less-Com-
monly-Taught Languages Center, 
died Dec. 12, 2009, of complica-
tions following a Nov. 19 auto 
accident. She was 63.

A native of Antabamba, Peru, 
Gutierrez became a United States 
citizen in 1973. She joined the Pitt 
faculty in 1978 as an instructor in 
Quechua and, in 1992, after earn-
ing an Aymara language teaching 
certificate from the Universidad 
Nacional del Altiplano in Peru, 
also began teaching Aymara in 
the Less-Commonly-Taught 
Languages Center, part of the 
Department of Linguistics. Que-
chua and Aymara are indigenous 
South American languages.

Since 2000, Gutierrez had 
served as a faculty member for the 
outreach program at the Center 
for Latin American Studies and 
since 2002 had been the faculty 
adviser for Pitt’s Quechua Club.

She earned a certificate in 
women’s studies in 1995 and a 
bachelor’s degree in anthropology 
in 1996, both at Pitt.

In 2008, she became fundrais-
ing chair for the proposed Latin 
American and Caribbean Nation-
ality Room. 

Salome Gutierrez

Tim Allen

Outside the University, Guti-
errez, who also was fluent in Span-
ish, became a founding member 
in 1986 of the Latin American 
Cultural Union, where she was 
honored for serving in several 
leadership capacities.

She also was honored with the 
Pittsburgh Public Schools’ Board 
of Education Award in 1983 and 
the Pittsburgh Board of Public 
Education Multicultural Educa-
tion Program Award for volun-
teer service in teaching Hispanic 
culture in 1993.

Last summer she received 
a certificate from the mayor of 
Antabamba as recognition of 
distinguished social and academic 
work, for promoting educational 
development on a national level 
and for being an illustrious 
daughter of the province of 
Antabamba.

For many years, Gutierrez 
served as an officer of Quipunet, 
a worldwide volunteer organiza-
tion of Peruvians linked on the 
Internet.

Friends and colleagues remem-
bered Gutierrez for her enthusi-
astic pride in Andean culture and 
her love of teaching. 

“I can describe Salome as 

a hardworking colleague who 
brought a lot of joy and humor to 
the people around her,” said Swa-
hili language instructor Leonora 
Anyango Kivuva, who shared 
an office with Gutierrez for 10 
years. “She rejoiced in the work 
and achievements of her students, 
and they were all lovingly her 
children. Quechua and Aymara 
students have lost a dedicated 
teacher, a guardian and a parent. 
She was always busy writing 
them letters of recommendation, 
going to conferences to improve 
her teaching and/or writing or 
developing material to use in her 
classroom.” 

Former student and friend 
Sarah Henrich said, “Salome 
carried her love for her native 
Peruvian culture wherever she 
went and enjoyed sharing her 
fascinating stories about Andean 
traditions. She was one of the rare 
professors who made friendship 
a part of her relationships with 
students. Salome changed my life 
— I decided to study abroad in 
Peru because of her and I attribute 
multiple academic successes to her 
guidance. She was a dear friend 
to me, and an incredibly fun and 
passionate professor of Quechua. 
Because of her heavy involvement 
in the Pittsburgh and international 
communities, Salome had friends 
around the globe. Everywhere 
I went, if I mentioned Salome’s 
name, someone was sure to know 
her.”

“Salome will be deeply missed 
by all in the Department of Lin-
guistics at Pitt,” said department 
chair Alan Juffs. “Her bright, 
friendly and compassionate con-
tributions were appreciated by 
all.”

Juffs added that Gutierrez’s 
cooking always was a big hit at the 
department’s pot luck dinners.

In addition to cooking, friends 

said Gutierrez enjoyed singing 
and dancing. She performed in 
the Less-Commonly-Taught Lan-
guages World Dance Showcase 
during Pitt’s International Week, 
and regularly had a table at the 
International Week fair selling 
Peruvian food, arts and crafts and 
promoting the Quechua Club and 
her language classes. 

Gutierrez also participated in 
the Latin American and Carib-
bean Festival as an international 
fellowship committee member for 
the Center for Latin American 
Studies.

Gutierrez is survived by her 
daughter Sabrina Gutierrez de 
Matteo and son-in-law Mark 
Matteo; her siblings Raul Car-
huaslla, Valois Carhuaslla, Juan 
Carhuaslla and Cirila de Gutierrez 
(in Peru) and Gualberto Car-
huaslla and his wife Lisa, Isandra 
de Colan and her husband Hugo 
and Margarita Carhuaslla (in the 
United States), as well as nieces, 
nephews, great-nieces and great-
nephews.

A  memorial scholarship fund 
is in the planning stages. For 
information, contact Rob Mucklo, 
rom17@pitt.edu.
—Peter Hart                          n

P E O P L E   O F   T H E   T I M E S
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Gollin’s research is focused on 
understanding the biology of these 
disorders with the goals of improv-
ing disease diagnosis and discover-
ing genetic alterations that could 
serve as biomarkers of diagnosis 
and prognosis as well as targets 
for therapy. Over the past seven 
years, she has been investigating 
the mechanism of chromosomal 
instability in cancer cells, includ-
ing the role of the cytoskeleton in 
chromosomal instability and the 
process of gene amplification and 
their translational implications. 

The Swanson School of Engi-
neering announced its second 
annual staff awards, which recog-
nize staff members who provide 
outstanding performance and 
service to the Swanson school. 
The 2009 recipients are:

• Rama Bazaz, associate direc-
tor of adminis-
tration.

Bazaz has 
s e r v e d  t h e 
University for 
20 years, 15 at 
the Swanson 

school. According to the award 
notification, she is best known 
for her administrative support 
for the school’s research function 
and for helping faculty members 
at the school with preparing 
grant applications. She is cited 
regularly for her administrative 
skills, efficiency, competence, 
grace and professionalism, often 
under intense time constraints. 
Bazaz’s support is said to contrib-
ute greatly to the schoool’s high 
level of research activity.

• James Lyle, electronic spe-
cialist III, Department of Electri-
cal and Computer Engineering.

During his 
nine years at Pitt 
Lyle has gained 
a reputation 
for consistently 
o u t s t a n d i n g 
service and for 

his willingness to help with any 
needs arising for faculty, students 
or staff. Starting off with very basic 
computer-related tasks, he has 
over the years steadily increased 
his workload to include a wide 
variety of technical and computer-
related responsibilities to support 
teaching, research and support 
functions of the department. 
His service is best captured by a 
quote from one faculty member: 
“Having people like Jim that can 
be depended upon makes my 
life so much easier as a faculty 
member.”

• Robert Toplak, assistant 
chair, Department of Chemical 
and Petroleum Engineering.

Toplak, who joined the 
department in 
1989, has been 
instrumental 
in advancing 
and enhancing 
the research 
activities of the 
departmental 
faculty. He also has provided 
exceptional academic services 
to the department’s graduate 
and undergraduate programs, as 
well as outstanding development 
and organizational services. He 
is recognized uniformly for his 
extraordinary competence and 
professionalism. He is cited as 
the person who really “makes the 
department run.”

The Nationality Rooms and 
Intercultural Exchange Programs 
announced the 2010 John G. 
Bowman faculty grants for study 
abroad. The recipients receive a 
$2,000 grant to conduct research 
abroad for a current or soon-to-
be-offered class.

The 2010 grantees are: Yoland 
Covington-Ward of Africana 
studies, who will conduct research 
in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo; Adriana Helbig of music, 
who will conduct research in the 
Czech Republic; Dennis Looney 

of French and Italian languages 
and literatures, who will conduct 
research in Italy; Laura Putnam 
of history, who will conduct 
research in Venezuela, and Todd 
Reeser of French and Italian 
languages and literatures, who will 
conduct research in France.

The faculty grants are named 
for Bowman, Pitt chancellor 
1921-45, who was the driving 
force behind construction of the 
Cathedral of Learning.

Jinx Walton, director of 
Computing Services and Systems 
Development, was named a 2010 
Computerworld Premier 100 
award honoree as one of “100 
men and women who are driving 
positive change in their businesses 
through technology.”

Walton was selected for “dis-
playing exceptional technology 
leadership, fostering ideas and 
a creative work environment 
and effectively managing IT 
strategies” at Pitt, according to a 
congratulatory letter from Com-
puterworld.

Honorees will receive their 
awards in March during the Pre-
mier 100 IT leaders conference 
in Phoenix, Ariz.

The Premier 100 was first 
created in 2000 to spotlight indi-
viduals who manage internal IT 
organizations; mentor and moti-
vate their IT teams and business 
colleagues; create a positive work 
environment; envision innovative 
solutions to business challenges, 
and effectively manage and 
execute IT strategies. Each year, 
nominees are invited to complete 
a survey that addresses their back-
ground, experience and attitude 
toward risk and innovation. The 
100 honorees are selected by com-
paring the data gathered from the 
surveys with Computerworld’s IT 
Leader Index. 

Pitt and Walton also were hon-
ored by Computerworld in 2009 
with laureates from the Com-

puterworld honors program for 
Pitt’s computer labs, Emergency 
Notification System and Applica-
tion Virtualization for Effective 
Software Delivery project.

Wesley Lipschultz, man-
ager of student services in the 
School of Information Sciences, 
was selected to receive the 2009 
Service to Commission Award 
presented by the National Aca-
demic Advising Association’s 
(NACADA) Technology in Advis-
ing Commission.

The award recognizes indi-
viduals who have provided out-
standing service, leadership and 
commitment to a particular com-
mission. The NACADA Technol-
ogy Advising Commission helps 
academic advisers and advising 
administrators to understand the 
impact that technologies, such as 
online registration and student 
information systems, have on aca-
demic advising; to use technology 
effectively in their work, and to 
appreciate the appropriate uses of 
technology in higher education.

Yuting Zhang, a faculty 
member in the Graduate School 
of Public Health’s Department of 

Health Policy 
and Manage-
ment, received 
the Excellence 
i n  M e n t a l 
Health Policy 
and Econom-
ics Research 

Award from the International 
Center of Mental Health Policy 
and Economics.

She received the award for 
her article “Cost-Saving Effects 
of Olanzapine as Long-term 
Treatment for Bipolar Disorder,” 
published in the Journal of Mental 
Health Policy and Economics.

Zhang’s research interests are 
pharmaceutical policy and eco-
nomics, health insurance design 
and the economics of mental 
health. 

Zhang received the Excellence 
in Mental Health Policy and Eco-

nomics Research Award from the 
International Center for Mental 
Health Policy and Economics in 
March 2009. She was the 2008 
recipient of the best New Investi-
gator Podium Presentation Award 
from the International Society 
for Pharmacoeconomics and 
Outcomes Research, and she was 
a finalist for the Hamolsky award 
for junior faculty at the Society of 
General Internal Medicine. 

Suzanne O. Brody, under-
graduate student advisor in the 
Student Services Office, was 
awarded the Faculty Advisor of the 
Year award by the Student Nurses 
Association of Pennsylvania at 
their 2009 convention. Brody was 
nominated by the members of the 
Nursing Student Association at 
the School of Nursing.

Brody assists potential appli-
cants and students of the accel-
erated second degree BSN from 
admission through to gradua-
tion. 

Peyman Givi, William Kepler 
Whiteford Professor in the 
Department of Mechanical Engi-
neering and Materials Science and 
director of the Laboratory for 
Computational Transport Phe-
nomena, has been elected as a 2010 
fellow of the American Institute of 
Aeronautics and Astronautics.

AIAA fellows have made 
notable contributions to the arts, 
sciences or technology of aero-
nautics or astronautics.

AIAA is the world’s largest 
technical society dedicated to the 
global aerospace profession with 
more than 36,000 members world-
wide and 90 corporate members. 

Givi has had frequent visit-
ing appointments at the NASA 
Langley Research Center and the 
NASA Glenn (Lewis) Research 
Center, and received the agency’s 
Public Service Medal in 2005. He 
also received a Young Investigator 
Award from the Office of Naval 
Research, and a Presidential Young 
Investigator Award from the 
National Science Foundation. n



TIMESU N I V E R S I T Y

��

C A L E N D A R

January
 Thursday 7

Epidemiology Seminar
“Sample Size Issues Related to 
the Implementation of the Equi-
poise-Stratified Randomization 
Design,” Stephen Wisniewski; 
A115 Crabtree, noon
EOH Seminar
“Latent Tuberculosis: What’s 
Going On in There?” Joanne 
Flynn; 5th fl. conf. rm. 540, 
Bridgeside Pt., noon
Biostatistics Seminar
“Summer Institute for Training 
in Biostatistics (SIBS) Pitts-
burgh,” Roslyn Stone; A115 
Crabtree, 3:30 pm

 Friday 8

WPIC Meet the PI Lecture
“Who Will Kill or Be Killed? 
Answers That Are Relevant to 
City-wide Interventions,” Rolf 
Loeber; 2nd fl. aud. Detre, 11 
am
Medical Education Grand 
Rounds
“The Institutional Context of 
Multicultural Education,” Jann 
Murray-Garcia, UC-Davis; 
Scaife 4th fl. lecture rm. 3, noon 
(8-9000)
Anthropology Lecture
“Keys to Success? The Poten-
tials of Perennial Agriculture 
in Andean Complex Societies,” 
David Goldstein, USC; 3106 
Posvar, 3 pm

 Saturday 9

Music on the Edge Concert
International Contemporary 
Ensemble; Warhol Museum, 
North Side, 8 pm (4-4125)

 Sunday 10

Women’s Basketball
Vs. Rutgers; Petersen, 1 pm

 Monday 11

Translational Neuroscience 
Program Seminar
“An Investigation Into the 
‘COMT val/val Genotype x Ado-
lescent Cannabis Use’ Interac-
tion in Schizophrenia,” Subroto 
Ghose; 1695 Starzl BST, noon
HSLS Workshop
“PubMed Basics,” Linda Hart-
man; Falk Library rm. 1, 2-3:30 
pm

 Tuesday 12

HSLS Workshop
“EndNote Basics,” Patricia 
Weiss; Falk Library rm. 2, 10 
am-noon
Bradford Campus Reading
“Resurrection: Bringing History 
to Life on Stage,” Sam Kelley; 
KOA lobby, Blaisdell, UPB, noon 
(814/362-0248)
UPCI Basic & Translational 
Research Seminar
“Role of Nausea & Vomiting 

in Cancer: Brain, Biology & 
Behavior,” Charles Horn, gas-
troenterology, hepatology & 
nutrition; Hillman Cancer Ctr. 
Cooper Conf. Ctr. classrm. D, 
noon (412/623-7771)
Ctr. for Philosophy of Sci-
ence Talk
“Unruly Worlds: Issues of 
Anarchy & Unpredictability,” 
Nicholas Rescher, philosophy; 
817R CL, 12:05 pm
Provost’s Inaugural Lecture
“Honor, Guile and the New 
Genetics of Pugnacious Behav-
ior,” Stephen Manuck, psychol-
ogy; 2500 Posvar, 4 pm
Bradford Campus Workshop
“Grant Writing & Budget 
Issues,” Linda Delaney; 2nd fl. 
Seneca Bldg., 5:30-7:30 pm (also 
Jan. 19; registration: 814/362-
5078 or lbd4@pitt.edu)

 Wednesday 13

Clinical Oncology & Hematol-
ogy Grand Rounds
“CYP24 & the Dysregulation of 
Vitamin D3 Metabolism in Lung 
Cancer,” Pamela Hershberger; 
2nd fl. aud. UPMC Cancer 
Pavilion, 8 am
Pathology Research Seminar
“Pathogenic & Symbiotic Inter-
actions Between the Virome & 
the Genome: New Paradigms & 
New Players,” Herbert Virgin, 
Washington U; 1104 Scaife, 
noon

SAC Mtg.
532 Alumni, 12:15 pm
HSLS Workshop
“Locating Protein Information,” 
Ansuman Chattopadhyay; Falk 
Library rm. B, 1-3:30 pm

 Thursday 14

Epidemiology Seminar
“Scale Natural Experiment of 
Community Economic Develop-
ment on the Effects of Violence: 
Design Issues,” Anthony Fabio; 
A115 Crabtree, noon
HSLS Lunch With a Librar-
ian
“Beyond PubMed: Next Gen-
eration Literature Searching,” 
Carrie Iwema; Falk Library conf. 
rm. B, noon
EOH Seminar
“Molecular Mechanisms of 
TH17 Mediated Allergic Airway 
Disease,” John Alcorn; 5th fl. 
conf. rm. 540, Bridgeside Pt., 
noon
H1N1 Vaccine Clinic for 
Staff/Faculty
UClub ballrm., 1-5 pm
UHC Field Study Exhibition 
Reception
U Art Gallery, FFA, 4-6 pm

 Friday 15

WPIC Cl in ica l  Grand 
Rounds
“Addiction Medicine Services,” 
Dennis Daley & Antoine 
Douaihy; 2nd fl. aud. Detre, 11 
am-12:30 pm
Pulmonary Grand Rounds
“Understanding Bronchiolitis 
Obliterans Syndrome, a Trans-
lational Approach to Diseases 
Pathogenesis,” Vibha Lama; 
NW628 Montefiore, noon
Pharmacology & Chemical 
Biology Seminar
“Understanding the Role of 
Small GTPases in Plexin Medi-
ated Cell Signaling: A Structural 
Perspective,” Matthias Buck, 
Case Western; 1395 Starzl BST, 
noon

 Saturday 16

Men’s Basketball
Vs. Louisville; Petersen, noon
Greensburg Campus La Cul-
tura Winter Gala
“Moving Toward a Greener 
Future”; Millstein Library, UPG, 

reception at 5:30 pm, dinner at 
7 pm (724/836-7497)

 Sunday 17

Women’s Basketball
Vs. WVU; Petersen, 4 pm

 Monday 18

• Pitt closed in observance of 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day.

 Tuesday 19

• Spring term add/drop period 
ends.

HSLS Workshop
“The WOW Factor: PowerPoint 
for Posters,” Sam Lewis; Falk 
Library rm. 2, 10 am-noon
Basic & Translational Research 
in Lung Diseases Lecture
“Radioprotection in Normal 
Tissue & Delayed Tumor 
Growth by Blockade of CD47 
Signaling,” Jeffrey Isenberg; 
NW628 Montefiore, noon
Health Services Seminar
“The Impact of Additional Colo-
noscopies on Colorectal Cancer 
Mortality,” Samir Soneji; 305 
Parkvale, noon
UPCI Basic & Translational 
Research Seminar
“Biomarkers of Early Stage 
Breast Cancer Using Novel 
Model Systems,” Jean Latimer, 
obstetrics & gynecology; Hill-
man Cancer Ctr. Cooper Conf. 
Ctr. classrm. D, noon (412/623-
7771)
Ctr. for Philosophy of Sci-
ence Talk
“Sellarsian Metaphilosophy 
& Its Intricacies,” Tadeusz 
Szubka, Szczecin U; 817R CL, 
12:05 pm
Pharmacology & Chemical 
Biology Seminar
“Harnessing Autophagy for 
Health Benefits,” Xiao-Ming 
Yin, pathology; 1395 Starzl BST, 
3:30 pm

 Wednesday 20

Orthopaedic Surgery Grand 
Rounds
“Evidence-Based Orthopaedics: 
How Far Have We Come?” 
Mohit Bhandani; LHAS Aud. 
Montefiore, 7 am 
Clinical Oncology & Hematol-
ogy Grand Rounds
“Chronic Graft-vs.-Host Disease 
After Allogeneic Hematopoietic 
Stem Cell Transplantation: What 
Oncologists Should Know,” 
Steven Pavletic; 2nd fl. aud. 
UPMC Cancer Pavilion, 8 am
UHC Field Study Exhibition 
Gallery Talk
U Art Gallery FFA, noon (www.
studioarts.pitt.edu)
Pathology Research Seminar
“Beyond Thrombosis: The Role 
of Plasminogen Activator Inhibi-
tor Type-1 (PAI-1) in Obesity-
Induced Inflammation,” Gina 
Coudriet; 1105AB Scaife, noon
Pathology Research Seminar
“Retinoid Signaling in Amyo-
trophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS): 
Hero or Villain,” Christi Kolar-
cik; 1105AB Scaife, noon
HSLS Workshop
“Genome Browsers,” Ansuman 
Chattopadhyay; Falk Library 
conf. rm. B, 1-3:30 pm
Bradford Campus Seminar
“Marcellus Drilling 201: The 
Mechanics & Issues Related to 
Development of This Natural 
Gas,” Tom Murphy, Penn State 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15
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SQUIRREL HILL
Lg. 1-BR apt. Separate office, full bath, W&D, 
integral garage, W/W, A/C, ample closet 
space. Convenient to universities/hospitals. 
6 or 12 mo. lease required. $690/mo. + gas & 
electric. Email jmtpet@verizon.net for details 
& pictures.

OAKLAND OFF-STREET PARKING
1 block from Forbes. $95/mo. Robb RE: 
412/682-7622.

ELDER LAW—ESTATE ATTORNEYS 
Michael H. Marks & Associates. Elder law; 
nursing home/Medicaid cost-of-care planning; 
wills; POAs; trusts; probate & estate administra-
tion; real estate. Squirrel Hill: 412/421-8944; 
Monroeville: 412/373-4235; email: michael@
marks-law.com. Free initial consultation. Fees 
quoted in advance. Personal & informative.
MUSIC LESSONS
Private piano lessons for busy people. It’s never 
too late! Downtown. 412/642-2920.

POST-MENOPAUSAL WOMEN
Caucasian, Asian or Hispanic women wanted 
for a 3-month osteoporosis study. Must qualify 
by having low bone density on screening DXA 
Scan. 5 study visits at UPMC Montefiore. Re-
quires daily injections of either an approved or 
investigational drug for osteoporosis. Contact 
coordinator @ 412/864-3266 or endoresearch@
dom.pitt.edu.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

•  $8 for up to 15 words; $9 for 16-30 
words; $10 for 31-50 words.
• For University ads, submit an account 
number for transfer of funds.
• All other ads should be accompanied by 
a check for the full amount made payable 
to the University of Pittsburgh.
• Reserve space by submitting ad copy 
one week prior to publication. Copy and 
payment should be sent to University 
Times, 308 Bellefield Hall, University 
of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh 15260.  
• For more information, call Barbara 
DelRaso, 412/624-4644.

SERVICES

C L A S S I F I E D  

HOUSING/RENT

SUBJECTS NEEDED

Buy it,
sell it, 
find it

in the

University Times

CLASSIFIEDS!

Call

412/624-4644.

C A L E N D A R

UNIVERSITY
TIMES

publication schedule
Submit by
Jan. 14
Jan. 28
Feb. 11
Feb. 25
March 11
March 25
April 8
April 22
May 6
May 20
June 3
June 17
July 1
July 15

For publication
Jan. 21
Feb. 4
Feb. 18
March 4
March 18
April 1
April 15
April 29
May 13
May 27
June 10
June 24
July 8
July 22

Events occurring
Jan. 21-Feb. 4
Feb. 4-18
Feb. 18-March 4
March 4-18
March 18-April 1
April 1-15
April 15-29
April 29-May 13
May 13-27
May 27-June 10
June 10-24
June 24-July 8
July 8-22
July 22-Sept. 2

Information submitted for the calendar should identify the type of event, such as lecture or con-
cert, and the program’s specific title, sponsor, location and time. The name and phone number of a 
contact person should be included. Information should be sent by email to: utcal@pitt.edu, by FAX 
to: 412/624-4579, or by campus mail to: 308 Bellefield Hall. We cannot guarantee publication of 
events received after the deadline.

PARKING

Cooperative Ext.; UPB, 6-8 pm 
(registration: 800/872-1787)
ULS Concert
Emily Rodgers; Cup & Chaucer, 
Hillman, 6 pm (412/361-1915)
Men’s Basketball
Vs. Georgetown; Petersen, 7 
pm
Bradford Campus Literary 
Magazine Reading
“Baily’s Beads,” Mukaiyama U 
Rm., Frame-Westerberg Com-
mons, UPB, 7:30 pm

 Thursday 21

HSLS Workshop
“Searching in CINAHL,” Mary 
Lou Klem; Falk Library rm. 1, 
10-11:30 am
CRSP Reed Smith Lecture
“Diversity & Its Discontents: 
Lessons From Higher Educa-
tion,” Marta Tienda, Princeton; 
2017 CL, noon-1:30 pm
Epidemiology Seminar
“Integrative Studies of Lung 
Cancer Susceptibility & Out-
come,” Joel Weissfeld; A115 
Crabtree, noon

 PhD Defenses

GSPH/Human Genetics
“Expression & Regulation of 
let-7d in Idiopathic Pulmonary 
Fibrosis,” Kusum Vijay Pandit; 
Jan. 7, NW628 Montefiore, 
9 am
GSPH/Human Genetics
“Essential Role of Transcrip-
tion Factor E47 in Multipotent 
Hematopoietic Stem Cells & 
Progenitors,” Qi Yang; Jan. 11, 
A312 Crabtree, 2 pm
A&S/Physics & Astronomy
“Oxide Nanoelectronics,” Cheng 
Cen; Jan. 14, 319 Allen, 9 am

 Exhibits

Nationality Rms. Holiday 
Displays
CL; Taped tours through Jan. 
10, Sat. 9 am-2:30 pm, Sun. 11 
am-2:30 pm (4-6000)
Barco Law Library Exhibit
“Spin Art Meets Photographic 
Art” by Michael Rosella; through 
Jan. 22, M-Th 7:30 am-11:45 
pm, F 7:30 am-8 pm, Sat. 10 
am-8 pm, Sun. 10 am-11:45 pm 
(8-1376)
Falk Library Exhibit
“Opening Doors: Contemporary 
African-American Surgeons”; 
through Jan. 28, M-Th 7 am-
mid., F 7 am-10 pm, Sat. 9:30 
am-10 pm, Sun. 9:30 am-mid., 
Falk Library, Scaife
Studio Arts/UHC Field Study 
Exhibit
Jan. 14-29, U Art Gallery FFA 
(www.studioarts.pitt.edu)
African-American Alumni 
Council Exhibit
“Then & Now: A Historical 
Exhibition of African-American 
Progress at the University of 
Pittsburgh”; through Feb., Hill-
man Library ground fl. lobby, 
reg. library hours
Hillman Library Audubon 
Exhibit
“Tawny Thrush,” through Jan. 
18; “Bachman’s Finch,” Jan. 19-
Feb. 1; Hillman Library ground 
fl. exhibition case, reg. library 
hours (8-7715)
Bradford Campus Exhibit
“The Content of Becoming: 
Mixed Media Exhibition by 
Shaqe Kalaj,” Jan. 22-Feb. 26; 
KOA Gallery, Blaisdell, UPB 
(814/362-0248)

 Deadlines

Senate Online Elections
For faculty representatives on 

UPJ, UPG honor staff

Joyce RadovanicBeverly Walerysiak Troy Ross

Two regional campuses 
have announced winners 
of annual staff awards.

At Pitt-Johnstown, Beverly 
Walerysiak and Joyce Radovanic 
are this year’s recipients of the 
President’s Staff Awards for Excel-
lence in Service.

Walerysiak, who joined UPJ’s 
staff in 1974, received the Presi-
dent’s Staff Award for Excellence 
in Service to Pitt-Johnstown. She 
is the office manager for the Pas-
querilla Performing Arts Center.

In addition to serving as presi-
dent of the UPJ Staff Activities and 
Concerns Association for several 
years, Walerysiak is involved in 
several campus projects including 
breakfast with Santa, trick or treat 
for students, the family holiday 
project and homecoming. 

Radovanic, who joined the 
Pitt-Johnstown staff in 1982, 
received the President’s Staff 
Award for Excellence in Service 
to the Community. 

A summa cum laude graduate 
of Pitt-Johnstown, Radovanic is 
the director of conference services. 
She is involved in several com-
munity organizations including 
Richland Community Days, the 
Salvation Army, Johnstown Area 
Regional Industries’ Business and 
Education Consortium, the East 
Hills Business Association and 
Junior Achievement, where she 
is a member of the Leadership 
Council. She also is a member of 

the Pitt-Johnstown Alumni Asso-
ciation board of directors.

Both award recipients were 
recognized Dec. 15 at the annual 
staff luncheon where they received 
specially engraved clocks.

q
At Pitt-Greensburg, Troy 

Ross, coordinator of Residence 
Life, received the 2009 President’s 
Distinguished Service Award Dec. 
21 during the campus’s annual 
holiday luncheon.

The award recognizes staff 
who have demonstrated a con-
sistent pattern of extraordinary 
dedication to the University above 
and beyond the candidate’s job 
responsibilities.

Ross has been on the UPG 
staff for nine years, during which 
time the number of residents 
has increased by 50 percent. He 
is credited with initiating the 
Residential Management System 
software and the paperless hous-
ing placement notification system 
used on campus.

Three other UPG staff mem-
bers received “You Make the Dif-
ference” recognition from their 
colleagues: 

— Patty LaMantia, director of 
the Health Center;

— Jesse Wallack, systems pro-
grammer, and 

— Donna Luciew, Human 
Resources administrative assis-
tant.
—Peter Hart                          n

the provost search committee. 
Deadline is Jan. 7 at mid. For 
instructions, see ad on page 5. 
(4-6505)
Women’s Studies Iris Marion 
Young Award
Nominations due Jan. 8. (info: 
www.wstudies.pitt.edu/imya.
html or 4-6485)
Information Systems Engi-
neering Paper Submissions
Papers/abstracts due Jan. 12. 
(info: www.2010iiisconferences.
org/ICEME)
Optical Engineering & Photo-
nics Paper Submissions
Papers/abstracts due Jan. 12. 
(info: www.2010iiisconferences.
org/ICEME)
UCIS-EUCE Faculty Fellow-
ship for Fall 2010 or Spring 
2011
Deadline is Jan. 15. (info & appli-
cation procedures: www.ucis.pitt.
edu/euce/faculty/index.html)
ADRC Seed Monies Grant
Applications due Jan. 25. (info: 
412/692-2731)
University Times Books, Jour-
nals & More Supplement
Submissions due Jan. 31. Submit 
online at http://www.utimes.
pitt.edu/?page_id=8465. (info: 
4-4644)
Dick Thornburgh Forum on 
Law & Public Policy Faculty 
Grant
Proposals due Jan. 31. (appli-
cation procedure: jak49@pitt.
edu)
ECPR Jean Blondel PhD 
Prize
Nominations due Feb. 1 (info: 
www.ecprnet.eu/funding_and_
awards/)
GSPIA Johnson Award for 
Best Paper in Ethics, Account-
ability & Leadership
Submissions due April 2. (info: 
www.johnsoninstitute-gspia.
org/research.asp or 8-1336)
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Questions? 
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Tell us 
about it.

In 2009, did you: 
Write a book?
Edit a journal?
Produce a play?

www.utimes.pitt.edu/

Fast and easy 
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