
BUDGET SHOCK
Pitt pleads 
case for $$ 

The governor’s budget proposal is one step in Pennsyl-
vania’s budget process. Typically delivered on the first 
Tuesday in February, this year’s message was delayed 

until March 8 to allow transition time for Gov. Tom Corbett’s 
new administration.

A comparison of current funding and Corbett’s proposal 
as part of his budget for higher education shows:

                             Current                  2011-12 proposed 
Pitt               $167,995,000           $  80,245,000
Penn State  $333,863,000           $165,094,000
Temple   $172,737,000           $  82,487,000
Lincoln   $  13,782,000           $    6,812,000
State System of 
Higher Education $503,355,000           $232,599,000
Community Colleges $214,217,000           $212,167,000

The governor’s budget proposal triggers hearings in the 
House and Senate appropriations committees before legis-
lators vote on a general appropriation bill and separate bills 
for non-preferred appropriations for agencies not under the 
complete control of the state. Pitt’s is among the non-preferred 
appropriations, requiring a two-thirds vote of the House and 
Senate for approval.

Representatives of the state-related universities testified 
before the Senate committee March 16 (see related story on this 
page) and are scheduled for a March 28 hearing in the House. 

The deadline for passing a state budget bill is June 30.
—Kimberly K. Barlow                                                               n

Kimberly K. Barlow
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How would Pitt absorb 
such deep state cuts?

How state budget process works

Chancellor Mark A. Nordenberg called a press conference March 
8 to react to Gov. Tom Corbett’s proposal for deep cuts in the 
state’s higher education support.

Senate panel
holds hearing 

Pitt stands to lose nearly 
$100 million in funding 
in a state budget proposed 

last week by Gov. Tom Corbett.
As part of his $27.3 billion gen-

eral fund budget proposal for the 
fiscal year that begins July 1, the 
governor cut state funding in half 
for Pitt and its fellow state-related 
universities, Penn State, Temple 
and Lincoln. He similarly slashed 
funding for the 14 State System of 
Higher Education schools.

Excluding medical school 
funding, Pitt’s current appropria-
tion includes $160.49 million in 
state money plus $7.5 million in 
American Recovery and Rein-
vestment Act (ARRA) funds for 
a total of nearly $168 million. 
Pitt’s current operating budget is 
$1.89 billion.

Corbett’s proposed budget cuts 
Pitt’s general appropriation to 
$80.245 million. In addition, Pitt 
would lose nearly $17 million in 
support for the School of Medi-
cine, Western Psychiatric Institute 
and Clinic, the Center for Public 
Health Practice and Pitt’s dental 
clinic, and more than $7.5 million 
in ARRA federal stimulus money. 

Initial fears that Pitt also 
would lose more than $9 mil-
lion in tobacco settlement fund 
support for biomedical research 
appear to have been allayed, 
according to Vice Chancellor for 
Governmental Relations Paul A. 
Supowitz, who said the Corbett 
administration has said it intends 
to administer those dollars in the 
same way but is proposing to move 
them into the general fund.

The University had asked for 
a 5 percent increase in its annual 
appropriation request, made last 
fall. For FY12, Pitt sought a total 
of $194.1 million including nearly 
$176.4 million in general support 
and $17.7 million in academic 
medical center funding. (See Oct. 
14 University Times.)

Corbett, in announcing a pro-
posed budget that he said “sorts 
the must-haves from the nice-
to-haves,” said that Pennsylvania 
entered 2011 more than $4 billion 
in debt. 

Regarding higher education, 
the governor said, “This fiscal 
crisis is a time to re-think state 
spending on higher education. 
Despite state subsidies over the 

past decades, tuition has continued 
to increase. If the intent was to 
keep tuition rates down, it failed. 
We need to find a new model. 
When it comes to higher educa-
tion we should do the same thing 
that we do in basic education: the 
dollars should follow the student. 
It’s their money.”

Everything is on the table
The loss of ARRA funding for 

higher education was expected 
because the program was designed 
to expire this fiscal year, and 
administrators were bracing for 
a “funding cliff” as the result of 
state budget deficits. However, 
at a March 8 press conference 
in response to the governor’s 
announcement, Chancellor Mark 
A. Nordenberg expressed surprise 
at the “stunningly deep” cuts to 
higher education included in the 
governor’s proposal. “I had no idea 
that cuts of this magnitude would 
be envisioned by the governor,” 
he said. 

“Obviously the prospect of 
cuts of this size almost means that 
everything has got to be on the 
table. But beyond that it’s difficult 
to say what actions or combina-
tions of actions might in the end 
prove to be the best response to the 
budget if it should move forward 
as proposed,” Nordenberg said.

The chancellor said Pitt is not 
seeking to retreat from its designa-
tion as a state-related university. 
“If that relationship has now 
been called in question it is only 
by the announced actions by the 
governor today of these proposed 
cuts that would take our level of 
support to historically low levels,” 
he said.

State support for Pitt in the 
1970s represented about 30 per-
cent of the University’s operating 
budget, but since has fallen to less 
than 10 percent. “If the governor’s 
proposal was to be accepted, it 
would fall beneath 5 percent. 
When you reach that level, then 
I think there are a new range of 
questions to ask,” Nordenberg 
said.  

Tuition differentials
“If you’re not funded like a 

public university, it’s difficult to 
maintain the traditional programs 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

“I’ve never had to close a 
$4 billion budget deficit 
and I’ve never had to 

do it in six weeks,” Chancellor 
Mark A. Nordenberg told the 
Senate appropriations committee 
in a March 16 budget hearing, 
acknowledging the pressure under 
which Gov. Tom Corbett’s state 
budget proposal was developed. 

“I also do understand that all 
of us will need to do our share to 
bring things into better alignment 
economically, but I do hope as has 
been the case in the past that the 
proposal is the beginning of dis-
cussions — certainly discussions 
involving you, but also involving 
the individuals and institutions 
who will be affected so that col-
lectively we might have the chance 
to develop a better approach for 
Pennsylvania.”

Nordenberg and the leaders of 
Penn State, Temple and Lincoln 
acknowledged the state’s budget 
woes and expressed their will-
ingness to share in the pain. At 
the same time, they outlined the 
potential impact of Corbett’s pro-
posal to cut their state support by 
more than half, counting layoffs, 
campus closures, tuition increases 
and deeper debt for students 
among the possible outcomes. 

“The proposed cuts are deep, 
they are disproportionate and 
they are damaging to some of the 
most productive institutions in the 
commonwealth of Pennsylvania,” 
Nordenberg said. 

“Whether you’re talking about 
investments in the young people 
who are pursuing higher education 
today and the support that their 
families have depended upon, or 
whether you’re talking about these 
institutions as economic engines 
that have become increasingly 
important in the 21st century, the 
proposed cuts really do represent a 
short-term solution to a very real 
problem that could have damaging 
impacts over a longer haul for the 
commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
and its people.” 

Ivory Nelson, president of 
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They haven’t perfected X-ray vision, 
but some of the work being done 
at the Pitt-UPMC Louis J. Fox 
Center for Vision Restoration sounds 
like the stuff of science fiction. See 
pages 8 & 9.



Pitt’s Counseling Center 
and Student Health Ser-
vice would move and a new 

traffic light would be installed at 
Fifth Avenue and University Place 
under the University’s plan to 
build an 11-story residence hall, 
according to information pre-
sented last week to city planners.

Under the city’s zoning code, 
dormitories require a special 
exception in the Educational/
Medical Institution (EMI) district. 
Pitt’s proposal for a freshman 
dormitory at 121 University Place 
brought no objectors to a March 
10 hearing before the city zoning 
board of adjustment. The board 
noted that a favorable letter had 
been received from a representa-
tive of the Bellefield Presbyterian 
Church, located next door to the 
proposed dormitory site. The 
site includes a Pitt parking lot 
and the 6-story University Place 
office building, which will be 
demolished.

The city Planning Commis-
sion was briefed on Pitt’s project 

plan at its March 8 meeting. The 
plan is expected to be on the 
commission’s agenda for action 
March 22.

Pitt’s plan shows retail space 
on the building’s first floor with 
the Counseling Center, cur-
rently located in the William Pitt 
Union, and the Student Health 
Service, currently in the Medical 
Arts Building, on the building’s 
second floor.

Floors 3-11 would be residen-
tial, said Eli Shorak, associate vice 
chancellor for Business, adding 
that some of the third floor would 
include recreational common 
space for residents. The main 
entrance for residents would be 
on University Place, facing the 
Soldiers and Sailors Memorial 
Hall lawn. The health services 
entrance would be on the same 
side of the building, nearer to the 
neighboring University Club.

The proposed dorm would add 
578 beds to the University’s on-
campus housing, mostly in double 
rooms. The project is part of Pitt’s 
overall plan to increase on-campus 
housing, which includes concen-
trating freshman housing in the 
central campus, he said.

A traffic study by WilburSmith 
Associates found that with the pro-
jected increase in pedestrian traf-
fic associated with the residence 
hall, on average, more than 100 
people per hour would be cross-
ing Fifth Avenue at University 
Place — more than double the 
average number observed during 

the 2010 study.
There is no crosswalk at that 

intersection, which the traffic 
study stated has been the scene of 
two reported accidents between 
2005 and 2009. 

Graduate School of Public 
and International Affairs profes-
sor Sabina Deitrick was injured 
when she was struck by a Port 
Authority bus in the counterflow 
lane as she crossed Fifth Avenue 
near that intersection in February 
2009. She is co-director of the 
University Center for Social and 
Urban Research (UCSUR), which 
has offices in the University Place 
office building. (See March 5, 2009, 
University Times.) UCSUR will 
move to the Gold Building, 3343 
Forbes Ave., this summer.

The traffic study recom-
mended infrastructure improve-
ments that would make the 
intersection resemble the nearby 
intersection at Fifth and Thac-
keray avenues, including traffic 
signals and crosswalks and side-
walk bump-outs into the parking 
lane on the north side of Fifth 
Avenue. Shorak said the Univer-
sity would foot the bill for the 
intersection improvements.

Demolition of the existing 
office building is scheduled for 
this summer, with construction 
expected to commence in August, 
Shorak said. A planned two-year 
construction schedule would make 
the building ready for occupancy 
in July or August of 2013, he said.
—Kimberly K. Barlow             n

578-bed dorm plans unveiled

A back view back of the new dorm, which abuts the Bellefield 
Presbyterian Church at the corner of Fifth and Thackeray.

This architect’s rendering shows the proposed 11-story dorm at the corner of Fifth Avenue and Uni-
versity Place, which would replace the existing Pitt surface lot and the University Place office build-
ing. The first floor of the dorm would be retail space; the second floor would house the Counseling 
Center and Student Health Service. Floors 3-11 would provide housing for 578 freshmen. Comple-
tion is expected in summer 2013.
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After the Feb. 22 Faculty Assembly meeting, we asked for reac-
tions from the freshman representatives we are following this year. 
The meeting included a discussion of teaching outcomes measure-
ment. (For coverage of the meeting, see March 3 University Times.)

 
From Colleen Culley, School of Pharmacy:

I enjoy the Faculty Assembly meetings. It is interesting to hear 
about what is going on more globally at the University. As Senate 
President Michael Pinsky commented, the University Club is a good 
setting for open discussion by the faculty. Additionally, he noted 
that Faculty Assembly recognizes how busy everyone’s schedules 
can be, particularly with teaching commitments. It is not a huge 
time commitment, but worthwhile to learn more about University 
leadership and faculty life.

The discussion on metrics and teaching evaluation was interest-
ing, particularly the relationship to the Middle States Accredita-
tion. The School of Pharmacy was recently accredited, so we have 
discussed a number of related issues. I’m looking forward to the 
provost’s upcoming presentation [on learning outcomes].

I am also looking forward to the April 14 plenary session on 
teaching excellence as a criterion for promotion and tenure. I have 
not attended a plenary before. As a recent appointee to the School 
of Pharmacy’s appointment, promotion and tenure committee, I 
think that this session will be helpful to me and my colleagues.

From Kevin Kearns, Graduate School of Public and International 
Affairs:

I was happy to see a spirited discussion of an important issue 
[teaching outcomes measurement] and happy to see that the 
assembly does not simply rubber stamp the recommendations of its 
president.  I look forward to the provost’s report as I am strongly 
in favor of the student learning outcomes initiative.

William Elliott, School of Social Work, has to miss Faculty 
Assembly meetings this semester because he is teaching a class 
at the same time. He also wrote to say that he recently accepted 
an offer from the University of Kansas School of Social Welfare, 
where he will continue his research on the relationship between 
student financial assets and educational disparities. We wish him 
well with his relocation.                                                                  n

Patricia Weiss is vice president of the University Senate.

More from the newcomers

  To the editor:
   In a recent interview (March 

4) on Charlie Rose’s 11 p.m. PBS 
show, Nobel Laureate Paul Nurse, 
president of Rockefeller Univer-
sity, adjured university admin-
istrators (e.g. chancellors and 
presidents, provosts, deans,and 
directors) not to flaunt or other-
wise exert power over professors 
but, instead, to liberate — repeat: 
liberate, liberate — them.  What a 
refreshing, challenging, inspiring 
and progressive idea, liberating the 
professoriate, thereby reinforcing, 
strengthening, the professor’s 
quest for knowledge and his or 
her capacity to engage in scholarly 
activities.  This is  certainly not to 
suggest — no way! — that Pitt’s 
leadership is remiss in this regard, 
but is, rather, to suggest that the 

administrator’s quiver of tools to 
broaden and deepen professorial 
productivity and excellence should 
include and underscore the force-
ful meaning of liberate, of cogni-
tive and intellectual liberation, 
enabling those of us who schlep 
our weary though eager carcasses 
in the classroom and in our labs to 
be free, uninhibited, unshackled in 
our pursuit of knowledge, of truth.

 What I am saying here is 
clearly not new; rather, it’s perhaps 
a new way, thanks to Paul Nurse, 
of loosening up the reins on pro-
fessors, urging them to giddyap, 
giddyap!

Robert Perloff
Distinguished Service Professor 

of Business Administration 
and of Psychology                                         

The University Library System 
has released two new image col-
lections on historic Pittsburgh 
contributed by project partners at 
the Heinz History Center.

The Dorsey-Turfley family 
photographs (http://digital.
library.pitt.edu/images/pitts-
burgh/dorsey.html) — 221 images 
— document several generations 
of the Dorsey and Turfley families, 
as well as African-American sports 
teams from the beginning decades 
of the 20th century.

The Seder family photographs 
(http://digital.library.pitt.edu/
images/pittsburgh/seder.html) 
— 22 images — primarily depict 
the Frank and Seder clothing 
store, business associates and Isaac 

Seder’s family from 1910 through 
the late 1960s. These additions 
mark ULS’s 49th and 50th historic 
Pittsburgh image collections.

Earlier this year, ULS added 
349 images (http://images.library.
pitt.edu/cgi-bin/i/image/image-
idx?type=booleang;sort=dc_da;vi
ew=thumbnail;q1=201018;rgn1=
hpicasc_ba;q2=201019;op2=Or;r
gn2=hpicasc_ba;c=hpicasc) from 
its Pittsburgh city photographer 
collection to historic Pittsburgh. 
There now are more than 11,000 
images from this single collection 
available online, which represents 
almost half of the total 23,000 
images on the site as a whole.

For more information, contact 
the archives,  412/244-7091.            n

 

Archives adds to Pgh. photo collection



How would Pitt absorb such deep state cuts?
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

University rallies support

of a public university. The basic 
agreement between the com-
monwealth and the University of 
Pittsburgh in 1966 was that we 
would maintain a lower tuition 
level for in-state students than the 
tuition we had been charging as the 
private university that we had been 
for nearly 200 years at that point 
in time, and the commonwealth 
would provide an appropriation 
that would enable us to do so,” 
he said.

“We clearly have met our end 
of that bargain,” Nordenberg said, 
noting that tuition for in-state 
undergraduates in the School of 
Arts and Sciences is nearly $10,000 
less than for their out-of-state 
counterparts.

“[If] half of the money that 
ostensibly is used to support that 
differential is being taken away, 
that’s a sizeable loss of revenues for 
us,” he said. “More significantly 
… our in-state undergraduate 
tuition is about $14,000, which 
is about one-third of peer private 
universities,” Nordenberg said. 
“Obviously, if the commonwealth 
is to decide it no longer includes 
as a priority supporting that lower 
tuition structure for in-state stu-
dents, it would be difficult for us 
to maintain it.”

Nordenberg would not esti-
mate the amount of any tuition 
increases that could be in store. 

“We would do everything we 

can to keep that increase within 
manageable ranges. We do have 
a commitment to our students. 
We do believe in access to higher 
education. We don’t want this to 
be an institution that is affordable 
only for the well-to-do,” he said.

Capital expenditures
Nordenberg pointed out 

that the recession previously 
had prompted Pitt to put some 
construction projects on hold. 
“What people don’t realize is 
that’s not a good thing for western 
Pennsylvania,” he said, noting that 
investments in Pitt’s physical plant 
generate economic activity and 
support local jobs.

Layoffs
“The same is true when you 

talk about layoffs,” Nordenberg 
said, noting that he disagrees 
with the concept that in tough 
economic times “you’re not effec-
tively managing your organization 
until you’ve laid people off.”

He said, “The truth is, we’re 
not an organization that has had 
trouble sustaining demand for 
the services it provides,” citing 
increases in research funding and 
in the number of students enrolled 
at the University.

“In order to maintain the 
quality of what we do, whether 
that’s in research or whether that’s 
in education, we need adequate 

numbers of good, talented, com-
mitted people and we have been 
blessed with having them,” the 
chancellor said.

“My view as we went through 
the recession, for example, was 
that, first, making layoffs the 
lowest possible priority was the 
humane thing to do. 

“Second, making layoffs the 
lowest possible priority made good 
business sense for the University 
of Pittsburgh, which faced increas-
ing demands for its services. 

“And third, that the increas-
ing employment levels at the 
University of Pittsburgh was 
important for the overall health of 
the economy of western Pennsyl-
vania,” Nordenberg said. “Now, 
with cuts like this … everything’s 
on the table.”

He continued, “But we have a 
history that suggests that certain 
alternatives are not good for us, 
they would not be good for our 
students, they would not be good 
for the consumers of our research 
and they would not be good for 
the region. And wouldn’t it be 
ironic if, in a situation in which 
jobs is listed as the number one 
economic development priority, 
if spending policies in effect had 
the key impact of undermining the 
very forms of economic growth 
and job generation that have been 
a hallmark of the region through 
these difficult times.”

Preparing for funding cuts
Nordenberg said he and the 

University’s senior leadership 
needed time to review more 
closely the governor’s proposal. 
“Our first item of business is to 
try to ensure that it is modified in 
ways sensible for the University, 
sensible for our students, sensible 
for their families, sensible for the 
region and its communities and 
sensible for the commonwealth.”

As far as closing the result-
ing gap in the University budget 
that would result from a cut in 
state support, Nordenberg said 
the responsibility would lie with 
him and senior administrators in 
conjunction with the University 
Planning and Budgeting Commit-
tee. “We do have an agreed-upon 
set of processes and procedures to 
follow,” in the University planning 
and budgeting system, he said.

“It is important to underscore 
the fact that sensible responsible 
budget building and cost-effective 
operations have been characteris-
tics of the University of Pittsburgh 
now for a considerable period of 
time. Remember, we’re facing 
a huge, surprising proposal for 
reductions today. But again, we’ve 
had budgets reduced six of the last 
10 years. We had midyear reduc-
tions, we had normal budget cycle 
reductions and the system seems 
to work quite well.”
—Kimberly K. Barlow            n

The University took swift 
action in response to Gov. 
Tom Corbett’s March 8 

budget proposal.
In addition to holding a press 

conference within three hours of 
the governor delivering his budget 
message, by the end of the day the 
University had contacted alumni 
and employees with the news.

The administration also posted 
a web page titled “Pitt’s Prog-
ress: Improving Quality While 
Maximizing Resources in the 
Face of State Budget Cuts” at 
www.progress.pitt.edu. The page 
includes the chancellor’s remarks 
as well as facts and figures about 
the University’s value and efforts 
to economize. 

“State support for the Uni-
versity has been eroding over an 
extended period of time,” Chan-
cellor Mark A. Nordenberg stated 
in an email to staff. “However, 
the budget shortfall produced 
by this proposal — which dra-
matically reduces forms of state 
support that have been in place 
for decades — would impose a 
particularly severe and unfair 
burden on our employees, our 
students and their families. Such 
reductions, in our view, also will 
undermine economic growth in 
Pennsylvania as we move further 
into an increasingly competitive 
new century.”

A joint email message to 
alumni from Governmental Rela-
tions and the Pitt Alumni Associa-
tion encouraged alumni to contact 

their legislators and the governor 
about the proposed cuts. “The 
University has worked success-

fully to reduce costs and imple-
ment efficiencies in employee 
benefits, energy conservation, 

Staff, faculty, students, alumni 
urged to contact state legislators

BUDGET SHOCK

strategic purchasing and many 
other areas,” the message stated. 
“Even with these efficiencies, 
the proposed funding reduction 
will have a dramatic impact on 
tuition for Pennsylvania students 
and their families, and for staffing 
levels, salaries and construction 
projects.”

John Fedele, associate director 
of news, said various offices used 
the chancellor’s statement as the 
basic message to their respective 
constituent groups. The audiences 
that were reached included faculty, 

staff, students — both under-
graduate and graduate — alumni 
worldwide and the members of 
the Alumni Legislative Network, 
Fedele said.

Faculty in the School of Social 
Work are inviting faculty, staff, 
students and community members 
to a forum to discuss the proposed 
budget cuts and actions that can 
be taken. The event is set for 5 
p.m. today, March 17, in the social 
work lounge, 2201 Cathedral of 
Learning.

Paul A. Supowitz, vice chancel-
lor for governmental relations, 
said he’s been encouraged by the 
response, both by the University 
community and legislators in 
Harrisburg.

“There have been very vocal 
early reactions from legislators 
on both sides of the aisle that this 
higher education cut has to be 
ameliorated,” he said. 

In addition, he said alumni, 
students and others in the Pitt 
community have taken action. 
Supowitz said that although it’s 
challenging to track how various 
constituencies have mobilized, 
he has received copies of letters, 
emails and other contacts made by 
alumni and friends of the Univer-
sity in response to the governor’s 
proposal.

Supowitz said he recently met 
with student leaders, who he said 
have a good understanding of the 
situation and are engaged in taking 
action on the budget issues. 

The annual Pitt Day in Har-
risburg, during which faculty, 
staff, students and alumni visit 
legislators in Harrisburg on behalf 
of the University, will take on a 
magnified importance this year, 
Supowitz said. Typically 200-250 
people make the trip, but Supowitz 
said he expects more people than 
usual will mobilize for this year’s 
Pitt Day, set for April 5.

“We’ve had lots of early sup-
port” in response to the proposed 
budget cuts, Supowitz said. “But 
it’s not a sprint, it’s a marathon.”  

Details on Pitt Day in Har-
risburg can be found at www.
govtrel.pitt.edu.

q
Opposition to the proposed 

higher education cuts also is 
gaining momentum online and 
in social media.

• Pitt’s Graduate and Pro-
fessional Student Assembly has 
posted a petition with links to 
locate the appropriate legislators 
at www.gpsa.pitt.edu/budgetcuts/.

• The Association of Pennsyl-
vania State College and University 
Faculties, the faculty and coaches 
union at the 14 State System 
of Higher Education schools, 
announced a new web site has been 
created to disseminate informa-
tion on the budget and announce 
related events including rallies 
and planned “days of action” on 
each campus.

The site, which carries the 
tagline “United we stand, under-
funded we fail,” is at www.pastu-
dentsvoice.org. 

• The PA College Coalition (@
PA4Colleges on Twitter) is asking 
supporters to dress in their college 
gear and create a video in which 
they give their reason for backing 
higher education and spell out 
why cutting funding is a bad idea. 

Participants are asked to post 
the video on YouTube and link 
it to the PA College Coalition’s 
Facebook page at www.facebook.
com/PACollegeCoalition. 
—Kimberly K. Barlow            n

Almost 200 staff, faculty, students and alumni participated at last year’s Pitt Day in Harrisburg but  
the proposed cuts in Pitt’s appropriation are expected to swell this year’s numbers.      
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2 physics profs return from devastated Japan

State-relateds plead case to appropriation panel
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Two Pitt faculty members 
had a spring break they 
won’t soon forget.

Nancy Naples and Vittorio 
Paolone, associate professors in 
the Department of Physics and 
Astronomy, were in Japan working 
on a research project studying neu-
trino oscillation when last Friday’s 
9.0-magnitude earthquake struck.

The department confirmed 
that Naples, who could not be 
reached for comment, was back 
safely in Pittsburgh.

Paolone took his scheduled 
flight on United Airlines back to 
the United States on Sunday, not 
much worse for wear, but with a 
harrowing tale to tell.

He first felt tremors and was 
forced to evacuate the Ibaraki 
Prefecture lab where the Pitt 
researchers were working over 
spring break in the coastal town 
of Mito, about 125 kilometers 
north of Tokyo.

“I was on shift, as we call 
it, because the experiment is 
monitored 24 hours a day, and the 
control room started to shake,” 
Paolone told the University 
Times.

“The Japanese are used to 
earthquakes, and I’m from south-
ern California so I knew what it 
was right way. We evacuated the 
lab quickly and went out into the 
parking lot.”

Paolone said he wasn’t fright-
ened until the shaking ground 
made it impossible to stand, and 
parts of the building they had 
been in started to break off before 

their eyes.
“I didn’t panic, really, but as 

the shaking got worse and worse, 
we couldn’t stand up, so we were 
horizontal on the ground,” he said. 
“The first thing you think about 
with an earthquake in Japan is 
having a tsunami, and the tsunami 
alarms in the lab building did go 
off. We were lucky that, where I 
was anyway, about a half-kilometer 

from the coast, the water rose only 
two feet and never endangered the 
town,” Paolone said.

“I also was so impressed with 
the Japanese reaction. There was a 
calmness. They were very orderly. 
We were staying in a fairly good-
sized town, where there was no 
heat, electricity or water, but I 
did not see any looting or have 
any fear of violence at all.”

Paolone said his trip to the 
Narita Airport in Tokyo took 
a lot of extra time because the 
earthquake damage left some 
roads impassable. “I actually left 
Saturday for my Sunday flight, 
figuring it would take a while. But 
the plane went off on schedule,” 
he said.

Paolone added that sometimes 
“physics experiments can be as 
boring as watching paint dry,” but 
the circumstances of this project 
made it quite memorable.
—Peter Hart                           n

A plea for donations 

Dear Friends at Pitt:
I am sure you have heard the news about the gigantic earth-

quake that struck a wide area of northeast Japan on March 11. This 
earthquake triggered tremendous tsunami, vanishing many cities 
and towns along the northeast coast over more than 150 miles. The 
death toll will be at least over 10,000, maybe way higher.  

 Many, many people lost their loved ones, homes and livelihoods 
over there. As a faculty member from Japan, I would like to make 
people aware of the donation opportunities and encourage them 
to help victims in Japan. 
• American Red Cross 

http://american.redcross.org/site/PageServer?pagename=ntld_
main
• Brother’s Brother Foundation in cooperation with the Japan-
American Society of PA: BBF is a Pittsburgh-based international 
charity that received a 100 percent rating in charitable commitment, 

donor dependency and fundraising efficiency.
http://www.brothersbrother.org/11_japanearthquake.htm

 • The Mayor’s Fund to Advance New York City - Japan 
Earthquake and Tsunami Fund: The fund will direct 100 percent 
of donations to disaster relief efforts. 

https://www.nyc.gov/html/fund/html/donate/donate.shtml
• UNICEF: The U.S. Fund for UNICEF is raising funds to help 
children impacted by the earthquake and tsunami. 

h t tp s : / / s ecure .un ice fu sa .o rg/ s i t e /Donat ion2?d f_
id=9640&9640.donation=form1

I highly appreciate the ongoing international relief efforts offered 
by many countries. Especially I appreciate the generous help by 
the U.S. government for the largest and strongest relief operations 
(sending USN aircraft carriers, etc.) for those victims in Japan.   

Kenichi (Ken) Tamama
Assistant Professor of Pathology

Lincoln University, called the 
proposed cut “a backbreaker” for 
his school. Both Temple Univer-
sity President Ann Weaver Hart 
and Penn State President Graham 
Spanier said cuts would result in 
tuition increases. 

Spanier said the university 
leaders all had made contingency 
plans for the possibility of receiv-
ing no increase or a cut in their 
appropriation. “But I don’t believe 
any of us anticipated that we would 
see a proposal within a matter of 
weeks to have to decrease our 
budgets because of an appropria-
tion reduction of over 50 percent.” 

Spanier said tuition at Penn 
State would go up, but that the 
university would not attempt to 
close the gap solely on the backs 
of students. In addition to tuition 
increases, he cited pay freezes, 
potential campus closures and 
layoffs of at least 400 people in 
agriculture alone, should the 
governor’s proposal stand.

The proposed cuts would be 
disproportionately centered on 
the schools’ education and general 
(E&G) budgets because large 
portions of their overall budgets 
— research grants, designated 
gifts and medical center funds, for 
instance — are restricted for their 
designated purposes and cannot 
be used to bridge the budget gap 
such a cut in state funding would 
create, the leaders explained.

While the proposed cut rep-
resents a smaller portion of their 
overall operating budgets, for 
research institutions Pitt, Penn 
State and Temple it would be about 
20 percent of the E&G budgets 
and about 11 percent for Lincoln, 
the leaders estimated. 

q
“I’m really freaked out about 

this budget,” said Sen. Jim Ferlo 
(D-Allegheny). “It’s an attack and 
a whack job on working people,” 
he said, calling it disingenuous for 
the governor’s representatives to 
say there will be no tax increase 
given that higher property and 

school taxes and higher tuition 
would result. 

In response, Nordenberg said 
he was bemused by Corbett budget 
secretary Charles Zogby’s recent 
assertion that someone would have 
had to be “living under a rock” not 
to have anticipated this budget. 
“I followed the election pretty 
closely. I had conversations with 
the governor while he was on the 
campaign trail. I co-chaired his 
education transition committee. I 
don’t think that I was living under 
a rock,” Nordenberg said.

“But in fact, the depth and 
disproportionate nature of these 
proposed cuts was both stunning 
and surprising to me. I think there 
was an expectation that spending 
would be brought under control. 
There were campaign statements 
made about not raising taxes. But 
I don’t think anybody was asked 
to buy into the notion that public 
higher education would suffer 50 
percent cuts — really in our case 
closer to 60 percent. So what I 
think we are looking for is a con-
versation that permits us to not 
only advance this argument for 
fairness and proportionality but 
also to pick up on your points of the 
undermining of the very engines 
that are driving economic growth 
and generating jobs in 2011 in 
Pennsylvania.”

Sen. John T. Yudichak, 
(D-Carbon/Luzerne/Monroe) 
said, “The budget is much more 
than a rhetorical device, it is a 
policy direction.” Noting that a 
half-million Pennsylvanians are 
out of work, he said, “A 50 percent 
cut is really a change in direction,” 
touting the role the universities 
play in job growth. “We’re saying 
in this budget document advanced 
by the governor that we do not 
value higher education in Penn-
sylvania, that we do not see it has 
a role to play in economic growth. 
That goes against every study I’ve 
ever read about the evolution of a 
knowledge-based economy.” 

q

Spanier noted that Moody’s 
has issued an emergency report in 
response to the proposed budget 
that could affect the public higher 
educational institutions’ bond rat-
ings. “I can’t tell you the negative 
message that sends to companies 
that are thinking about locating 
in Pennsylvania. … They have 
not downgraded us yet, but they 
have said that they would consider 
doing so depending on the out-
come of these budget discussions. ” 

q
Sen. Wayne D. Fontana 

(D-Allegheny) asked about the 
philosophy behind the governor’s 
reference to the prospect of having 
dollars follow students in higher 
education as they do in K-12.  

“There is something both 
substantively and superficially 
appealing about supporting stu-
dents as opposed to supporting 
institutions,” Nordenberg said. 
“Of course, as is demonstrated by 
the numbers, the support that you 
give to these institutions is doing 
great good for large numbers of 
students — 150,000 Pennsylvania 
students getting the highest qual-
ity higher education experience 
through these four institutions,” 
he said. 

“At the same time, the appro-
priations invested in our univer-
sities really have created anchor 
institutions,” citing the role the 
four schools play in their respec-
tive regions.

Nordenberg said the state’s 
investments in public institutions 
of higher education have impact 
not only in education, but also in 
research, economic development 
and contributions to community 
vitality. “I think the notion that 
you walk away from that and 
simply support students would 
reflect a policy choice that would 
not be good for Pennsylvania.”

Temple’s Hart said such a 
philosophy would disadvantage 
working and middle class fami-
lies by limiting their choices. “It 
doesn’t help them make up those 

tuition gaps,” between public 
and private institutions, even as it 
would nudge state-funded institu-
tions into a business model more 
akin to independent institutions. 
“It would be a tremendous shift in 
philosophy and have tremendous 
impact on the most vulnerable 
members of our commonwealth,” 
she said.

Spanier said it raises an impor-
tant philosophical question about 
whether higher education is a 
private good or whether there is 
a public good in educating the 
population. Indeed education is 
good for an individual, whose 
increased earnings (which also 
yield tax dollars) can be quanti-
fied. At the same time, education 
creates a public good for society 
as a whole, he said.

Nelson said, “The middle class 
and the success that we’ve had in 
developing our country is based on 
the fact that we committed our-
selves to educating our populace,” 
recalling the postwar economic 
boom that followed passage of 
the GI Bill.

“There is no way that the 
money following the student will 
provide the quality that you so 
desire because even if the money 
follows the student, that money 
will not be enough for a lot of those 
young persons to attend whatever 
institution they choose to go to. …
Our country is heavily dependent 
on the fact of a highly educated 
populace and for the success that 
we need to have for the future we 
must ensure that.”

q
Sen. John Pippy (R-Allegheny/

Washington) told the university 
leaders: “It just doesn’t make sense 
you’re getting targeted,” noting 
that inflation has risen 20 per-
cent, state spending has increased 
40 percent and basic education 
appropriations have increased 60 
percent over the past decade while 
state-related universities’ funding 
has held flat. Pippy said he hopes 
to find ways to work together to 

minimize the impact of the budget 
constraints.

q
In concluding the hearing, 

Senate appropriations committee 
chair Jake Corman (R-Centre) 
presented an odd silver lining to 
the harsh situation.  “I think in a 
lot of ways Gov. Corbett did you 
a tremendous favor by introduc-
ing the budget the way he did,” 
Corman told the four university 
leaders. “I think, just talking with 
him, a lot of this is driven by math. 
We certainly have significant 
financial issues here and we have 
to find where the savings are. But 
this isn’t new for higher educa-
tion,” he said, acknowledging that 
the institutions’ appropriations 
have long been held flat. “I don’t 
know of another line item in the 
budget that suffered that same 
fate over the last eight years. We 
all know Gov. Rendell would have 
done this two years ago if he could 
have, but the maintenance of effort 
[requirements] of the stimulus act 
would not allow it. So now that 
this has been proposed, it’s sort of 
shocked the commonwealth in a 
lot of ways.” 

Corman emphasized that bal-
ancing a budget this year will not 
end the state’s budgetary issues. 
“Even if we’re able to restore you 
this year, the math is going to lead 
us right back to this spot until we 
take good hard looks at some of 
the cost drivers of our budget,” 
he said, noting that corrections, 
health care, welfare and pension 
obligations all will continue to 
surpass the rate of inflation unless 
the state embraces real reform. 

He reiterated that the gover-
nor’s proposal is just the start to 
budget negotiations. “Now the 
public’s going to get engaged and 
hopefully put higher education at 
a higher level of priority for our 
budget,” he said.

The complete hearing can be 
found at http://senaterepublican-
news.com.
—Kimberly K. Barlow             n
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U.S. News & World Report
ranks grad school programs

Rankings for Pitt’s graduate 
programs fell or stayed 
the same in U.S. News & 

World Report’s latest list of the 
nation’s top graduate schools. U.S. 
News annually ranks schools in 
business, education, engineering, 
law and medicine.

Pitt’s education school stayed 
at last year’s rank, while the busi-
ness, engineering and law schools 
dropped in this year’s rankings.

Rankings for the School of 
Medicine, which are split into 
two categories, in one case stayed 
the same and in another dropped 
from last year, according to the 
magazine.

Each year, U.S. News measures 
graduate programs in these five 
major disciplines, using quality 
indicators such as peer assess-
ments, entering students’ test 
scores, faculty/student ratios and 
reputational ratings drawn from 
inside and outside academia.

Nationally, Pitt tied for 85th in 
business (tied for 79th last year); 
tied for 23rd in education (same 
as last year); tied for 52nd (tied for 
48th last year) in engineering, and 
tied for 71st in law (down from 
tied for 67th last year).

Pitt’s School of Medicine 
ranked 14th (the same ranking as 
last year) in the research category. 
In the primary care preparation 
category, the University tied for 
28th (tied for 12th last year).

Information on the five dis-
ciplines will be published in the 
magazine’s April 5 print edition. 
In addition, U.S. News offers 
an expanded online edition with 
more extensive listings. The 
online version, which was acti-
vated March 15, was the source 
for this story.

U.S. News also ranks individ-
ual areas of study on a three-year 
rotation. This year, the magazine 
produced new rankings of gradu-
ate programs in selected health 
areas.

The magazine’s web site (www.
usnews.com) also includes rank-
ings of subdisciplines completed 
in previous years; however, only 
this year’s new rankings that 
include Pitt programs are sum-
marized here.

U.S. News methodology
According to U.S. News, 

rankings are based on two types 
of data: expert opinions about 
program excellence, and statistical 
indicators that measure the quality 
of a school’s faculty, research and 
students. “These data come from 
surveys of administrators at more 
than 1,200 programs and some 
13,000 academics and profession-
als, conducted in fall 2010 and 
early 2011,” U.S. News stated.

To gather the peer opinion 
data, the magazine asked deans, 
program directors and senior fac-
ulty to judge the academic quality 
of programs in their field on a scale 
of 1 (marginal) to 5 (outstanding).

In the five disciplines, the 
magazine also surveyed profes-
sionals in the field who hire new 
graduates. To compute the assess-
ment scores of these professionals, 
the two most recent years’ surveys 
were averaged.

The statistical indicators used 
in the rankings of business, educa-
tion, engineering, law and medical 
schools fall into two categories: 
inputs, or measures of the qualities 
that students and faculty bring to 
the educational experience; and 
outputs, measures of graduates’ 
achievements linked to their 

degrees, the magazine stated.
Depending on the field, output 

measures vary. For example, indi-
cators in the business discipline 
include the ability of graduates 
to find jobs upon graduation and 
starting salaries. For law, indica-
tors include employment rates and 
state bar exam passage rates among 
first-time test takers.

The weights applied to the 
indicators reflect the magazine’s 
judgment about their relative 
importance, as determined in 
consultation with experts in each 
field. Every school’s performance 
is presented relative to comparable 
schools.

Within the five disciplines, the 
magazine ranks numerically the 
top 75 percent of schools, with 
the bottom 25 percent listed as 
unranked. In previous years in the 
law discipline, U.S. News ranked 
only the top 100 law schools 
numerically; that list has been 
expanded to the top 75 percent.

Business
The Joseph M. Katz Graduate 

School of Business overall was tied 
for 85th with CUNY-Bernard 
M. Baruch College, Miami and 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute. 
Last year the school was tied for 
79th.

All 437 master’s programs 
accredited by the Association to 
Advance Collegiate Schools of 
Business were surveyed in fall 
2010 and early 2011. Of these, 
142 provided the necessary data, 
according to the magazine, which 
ranked the top 112.

Quality indicators for busi-
ness schools included: overall 
academic quality assessment as 
determined by deans and directors 
of accredited MBA programs, as 
well as by corporate recruiters and 
company contacts who hired MBA 
graduates from previously ranked 
programs; job placement success 
(mean starting salary and employ-
ment rates for 2010 graduates), 
and student selectivity (GMAT 
scores, mean undergraduate GPAs 
and proportion of applicants 
accepted in fall 2010).

U.S. News also ranks certain 
business specialty areas.

One business specialty at Katz 
was ranked nationally by U.S. 
News. The school’s part-time 
MBA program tied for 32nd (tied 
for 24th last year) with Boston 
University, California-Davis and 
Iowa. The online edition lists 191 
such programs.

For the second year, U.S. News 
used a modified methodology 
from previous years to determine 
part-time MBA program rankings. 
The rankings are based solely on 
a 5.0-scale 2010 peer assessment 
survey that asked business school 
deans and MBA program direc-
tors at each of the nation’s 295 
part-time MBA programs to rate 
the other part-time programs. 
Forty-one percent of those sur-
veyed responded.

Prior to last year, the part-time 
MBA ranking methodology was 
based solely on the number of 
times a part-time program was 
nominated to be among the top 
10 such programs.

Education
Pitt’s School of Education tied 

for 23rd (same as last year) with 
Illinois-Urbana/Champaign and 
Maryland out of 190 education 
schools ranked.

Of the 279 education schools 
granting doctoral degrees sur-
veyed in fall 2010 and early 2011, 
251 provided the data needed to 
calculate rankings, according to 
U.S. News.

Quality indicators for educa-
tion schools included peer quality 
assessment by school deans and 
deans of graduate studies, as well as 
a 2010 nationwide survey of school 
superintendents in a sampling 
of districts; student selectivity 
(mean GRE scores of doctoral 
students entering in fall 2010 
and acceptance rates of doctoral 
applicants for 2010-11); faculty 
resources (student-teacher ratio; 
percentage of full-time tenured 
or tenure-track faculty winning 
awards or holding journal editor-
ships in 2009 and 2010, and the 
ratio of doctoral degrees awarded 
in the school year 2009-10 to 
the number of full-time faculty 
members); total school research 
expenditures (separately funded 
research, public and private, con-
ducted by the school) averaged 
over fiscal years 2009 and 2010, 
and average research expenditures 
per full-time tenured and tenure-
track faculty member  over fiscal 
years 2009 and 2010.

U.S. News also ranked schools 
in 10 education specialty areas 
based solely on nominations by 
education school deans and deans 
of graduate studies. They were 
asked to choose up to 10 top 
programs in each specialty area.

Pitt’s education school’s edu-
cational psychology specialty 
was tied for 18th (21st last year) 
among 20 programs ranked by the 
magazine. Pitt tied with North 
Carolina-Chapel Hill.

Engineering
The Swanson School of Engi-

neering was tied for 52nd (tied 
for 48th last year) with Dayton, 
Massachusetts-Amherst, Michi-
gan State, Notre Dame and 
SUNY-Buffalo.

Programs at 198 engineering 
schools that grant doctoral degrees 
were surveyed; 194 provided the 
data needed to calculate rank-
ings. U.S. News ranked the top 
151 programs in its online edi-
tion. Engineering school deans 
and deans of graduate studies at 

engineering schools (60 percent 
response rate), as well as corporate 
recruiters and company contacts 
(21.4 percent response rate) who 
hire engineers with graduate 
degrees from previously ranked 
engineering schools, were asked 
to rate programs. Data were col-
lected in fall 2010 and early 2011.

Quality indicators for engi-
neering schools included the same 
indicators used for education 
schools — quality assessment, stu-
dent selectivity, faculty resources 
and research activity — based on 
two surveys conducted in fall 2009.

Research activity was based 
on total externally funded engi-
neering research expenditures, 
and research dollars per full-time 
faculty member, averaged over 
FY09 and FY10.

Pitt also had nine engineering 
specialty programs listed among 
the nation’s best by U.S. News. 
Those rankings were based on 
assessments in each specialty 
area by department heads, whose 
names came from the American 
Society for Engineering Educa-
tion.

The magazine listed 12 engi-
neering specialties altogether.

Pitt’s specialty program in 
biomedical/bioengineering tied 
for 12th (same as last year) with 
California-Berkeley and Michi-
gan-Ann Arbor. Seventy-two such 
programs were listed online.

Pitt’s program in chemical 
engineering tied for 41st (same as 
last year). Pitt tied with Case West-
ern Reserve, Lehigh, Maryland-
College Park, SUNY-Buffalo and 
Yale. A total of 97 such programs 
were listed.

Pitt’s civil engineering spe-
cialty tied for 58th this year 
among 122 institutions listed (tied 
for 58th last year). Pitt tied with 
Auburn, Cincinnati, Clarkson, 
Nebraska-Lincoln, Tennessee-
Knoxville and Tufts.

Pitt’s program in computer 
engineering, which was not ranked 
last year, tied for 54th with Case 
Western Reserve, Central Florida, 
Iowa, Polytechnic Institute of 
New York University, Rochester 
and Tennessee-Knoxville. There 
were 98 such programs listed.

Pitt’s electrical/electronic/
communications specialty tied 
for 53rd (same as last year) among 
144 programs listed. Pitt tied 
with Auburn, Dartmouth, New 
Mexico, Rochester and Utah.

Among 81 programs listed in 
the environmental/environmental 
health specialty area, Pitt tied for 
55th (same as last year) with Iowa 
State, Houston, Lehigh, Southern 
California, SUNY College of 
Environmental Science and For-
estry and Texas A&M-Kingsville.

In the industrial/manufactur-
ing specialty category, Pitt this 
year again tied for 17th among 
the 64 programs listed by the 
magazine’s online edition. Pitt 
tied with Arizona State, Lehigh, 
Illinois-Urbana/Champaign and 
Texas-Austin.

This year Pitt’s materials spe-
cialty tied for 48th (same as last 
year) among the 69 programs 
ranked nationally by U.S. News. 
Pitt tied with Connecticut and 

Michigan Technological Uni-
versity.

Among 132 specialty programs 
in mechanical engineering, Pitt’s 
program tied for 59th (same as 
last year). Pitt tied with Brigham 
Young, Cincinnati, Clemson, 
Connecticut, Illinois Institute 
of Technology, Massachusetts-
Amherst and Northeastern.

Law
For overall quality, Pitt’s 

School of Law tied for 71st (tied 
for 67th last year) with Ken-
tucky, Loyola, Nevada-Las Vegas, 
Northeastern  and Oklahoma out 
of a total of 190 accredited law 
schools nationwide. The online 
edition ranked 145 schools includ-
ing ties.

Schools of law were assessed 
for quality based on a weighted 
average of 12 measures from 
survey data collected in fall 2010 
and early 2011. Law school deans 
and three faculty members at 
each school were asked to rate 
programs. According to the maga-
zine, 66 percent of those surveyed 
responded.

Lawyers and judges also rated 
schools; 14 percent of those 
surveyed responded. For this 
group, the magazine averaged the 
responses of the two most recent 
years of surveys.

Other indicators were student 
selectivity (median LSAT scores, 
median undergraduate GPA and 
proportion of accepted JD pro-
gram applicants who entered in 
2010); faculty resources (average 
2009 and 2010 expenditures per 
student for instruction, library and 
supporting services); financial aid; 
2010 student-teacher ratio; the 
total number of volumes and titles 
in the library, and job placement 
success (bar exam passing rate as 
well as employment rates for 2009 
graduates at graduation and at nine 
months after graduation).

This year, U.S. News modified 
the way it determines job place-
ment success for 2009 law school 
graduates.

According to the magazine, 
“We compute the new JD employ-
ment rates used in the law school 
rankings in an initial effort to pub-
lish employment data that [are] 
somewhat more reflective of the 
job market for new JD graduates.

“In the past, new JDs counted 
as employed at graduation and 
at nine months out if they were 
working full or part time in a legal 
or non-legal job or pursuing addi-
tional graduate school education 
after their JD; so did 25 percent of 
those whose status was ‘unknown.’ 

“Now, both the at-graduation 
and nine months after employ-
ment rates are figured solely based 
on the number of grads working 
at that point in time in a legal 
or non-legal job divided by the 
total number of JD graduates. 
Also, those who are not seeking 
employment are now counted in 
the calculation as part of the total 
number of JD graduates; previ-
ously, they were excluded from 
the size of the graduating class 
and the calculation.” 

The bar exam passage rate 
indicator is the ratio of the school’s 
rate to the overall state rate, com-
puted for first-time test takers in 
summer and winter 2009.

Eleven law specialty areas also 
were ranked by U.S. News. The 
rankings were based on votes by 
law faculty who are listed in the 
AALS Directory of Law Teach-
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Jon-Paul (J.P.) Matychak has 
been elected Staff Association 
Council (SAC) vice president 

of steering. Matychak, who ran 
unopposed, succeeds Rich Col-
well, who resigned from the posi-
tion effective Feb. 28. Matychak 
will serve out the remainder of 
Colwell’s two-year term, which 
runs until June 30.

In accepting the position 
March 9, Matychak said, “I can 
say from my time here at SAC 
that I believe in this organization. 
I may not agree with everybody all 
the time, because we have many 
different personalities, but one of 
the things I’ve liked is that we’ve 
always welcomed each other’s 
opinions, and that’s something 
that I’d like to see continue. I do 
look forward to working with all 
the chairs and the committees to 
help them as much as possible. 
Let’s face it: That’s where the real 
work gets done for this organiza-
tion.”   

Under SAC bylaws, the vice 
president of steering also serves 
on the grievance committee. 
Matychak will continue to serve 
on the marketing and communica-
tions committee, but has stepped 
down as its chair.

SAC also announced at its 
March 9 meeting the acceptance 
of three new associate members:

Lindsay Evanish, Office of 
Medical Education, School of 
Medicine; Randy Oest, Univer-
sity Marketing Communications, 
and Anna Sangl, Department of 
Epidemiology, Graduate School 
of Public Health. 

New members serve for six 
months as non-voting associates 
who sit on one or more of SAC’s 
standing committees.

Michael Semcheski, who 
accepted a job outside the Uni-
versity, and Fred Schiffer, whose 
employment was terminated, are 
no longer SAC members.

q
In other SAC business:

Libby Hilf, vice president for 
marketing and communications, 
reported that the SAC members-
only online community has been 
launched.

SAC hopes to hold officer 
elections via the new online com-
munity, but will be prepared to 
conduct them via paper ballot if 
problems develop, elections com-
mittee chair Barbara Mowery said. 
She noted that the bylaws also 
must be adjusted to reflect the 
online balloting process.

Mowery reported that officer 
elections will begin with nomi-
nations in writing accepted at 
the April 13 SAC meeting; voice  
nominations will be accepted at 
the May 13 meeting, and results 
of the elections will be announced 
at the June 8 meeting.

• Due to a lack of a quorum 
at the March 9 meeting, SAC 
postponed a vote on changing 
the status of its committee on 
diversity and inclusion from an 
ad hoc committee to a standing 
committee. The council expects 
to vote on the proposal April 13.

• SAC President Gwen Wat-
kins reported that a campus-wide 
blood drive will be held 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. March 22 in the William Pitt 
Union lower lounge. For more 
information, contact Watkins at 
4-7702 or gwatkins@pitt.edu.

• Student conduct officer and 
SAC member Deborah Walker 
said the Office of Student Conduct 
is recruiting Pitt staff to serve as 
volunteer hearing officers. For 
more information, contact Walker 
at 8-7910 or dwalker@pitt.edu.

• Vice chair Natalie Blais 
reported that the benefits commit-
tee is looking at Family Medical 
Leave Act (FMLA) issues as they 
affect staff. Her committee is 
soliciting anecdotal input from 
staff with experience negotiating 
FMLA regulations. Blais can be 
reached at 4-3107 or narnold@
pitt.edu.
—Peter Hart                           n

Staff group elects new
vice president/steering

Matychak succeeds Colwell

Last week Nicholas Rescher, left, Distinguished University Professor of Philosophy, donated to 
the University Library System a rare 1711 letter from one of history’s most-renowned philoso-
phers. ULS head Rush Miller accepted the letter, which is the highlight of Rescher’s personal 
collection of original and rare materials he began donating to ULS last year. Much of the mate-
rial focuses on G.W. Leibniz, the 17th-century philosopher/mathematician who was an inventor 
of calculus. 
Michael Gottlob Hansch, a theologian and Leibniz scholar, was a biographer of Johannes Kepler 
(1571-1630), the German astronomer and astrologer whose laws of planetary motion provided a 
foundation for Isaac Newton’s theory of gravity. In 1711, Hansch wrote Leibniz a letter regarding 
Kepler’s writings, but also touched upon other, theological, matters. He left a page of the letter 
blank for Leibniz’s response. Leibniz replied, encouraging Hansch to move ahead with publishing 
Kepler’s manuscripts. It is this correspondence that Rescher donated this month. 

Joe Kapelewski/CIDDE
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Drew Armstrong joined the 
Pitt faculty in 2005 and 
was named director of the 

architectural studies program in 
2006. He earned his bachelor’s in 
architecture (1992) and MA (1994) 
at the University of Toronto, and 
his PhD (2003) at Columbia.

His teaching topics include 
modern art and architecture in 
Europe and North America. 
Recently, he has taught Modern 
Architecture, Architecture and the 
City in Central Europe, Architec-
ture: Texts + Theory, Portfolio and 
First Experiences Research.

He also has led field trips for 
architectural studies majors to 
Yale’s School of Architecture as 
well as to landmarks and other 
venues in New York City, Chicago, 
Buffalo and Toronto.

In 2009, Armstrong helped 
develop an integrated field trip 
abroad, a Pitt course cross-listed 
with the University of Zagreb in 
Croatia, where teams of Pitt and 
Zagreb students work together 
to research municipal housing 
projects in central Europe.

Armstrong is credited with 
reforming the architectural stud-
ies program curriculum by devel-
oping a number of courses and 
designing a two-track pathway 
— the 60-credit design track 
for students wishing to pursue 
professional graduate degrees in 
architecture and the 52-credit 
preservation track for those wish-
ing to pursue graduate degrees in 
historic preservation.

In a letter supporting Arm-
strong’s Bellet Award nomina-

tion, department chair Kirk 
Savage praised Armstrong for his 
pedagogical contribution to the 
department and the University 
that extends beyond the classroom 
through curricular innovations 
and new student assessment 
strategies.

“Within the department, Drew 
has set a new standard for pas-
sion, intensity and achievement 
in the classroom,” Savage wrote. 
“Even in a large lecture class, he 
wanders the aisles, addresses the 
students by name and engages 
directly with them. Watch him 
teach an auditorium full of stu-
dents how to read a ground plan: 
By the end of the exercise he has 
not only empowered the students 
but shown them how interest-
ing ideas about social order and 
cultural ideals are embedded in 
the diagram. I have never seen an 
instructor who managed to create 
such an effective rapport with 
his students while maintaining 
the appropriate boundaries that 
structure the teacher-student 
relationship.”

Savage added that Armstrong’s 
open-door policy allows him to 
mentor and teach students individ-
ually or in small groups. “Drew has 
had exceptional success in creating 
new and intellectually challeng-
ing opportunities for experiential 
learning,” Savage wrote. “Drew 
has created a palpable sense of 
excitement in the program that 
has energized the whole depart-
ment,” he said, noting that since 
Armstrong was named director of 
architectural studies in 2006, the 

Winners of the 2011 Tina and David Bellet Teaching 
Excellence Award are Christopher Drew Armstrong, 
assistant professor in the Department of the History of 
Art and Architecture and director of the architectural 
studies program, and Nancy Pfenning, senior lecturer 
in the Department of Statistics.

The Bellet teaching awards were established in 1998 
by School of Arts and Sciences alumnus David Bellet and 
his wife, Tina, to recognize outstanding and innovative 
undergraduate teaching in arts and sciences.

Full-time Pittsburgh campus faculty who have taught 
undergraduates in A&S during the past three years are 
eligible. An awards selection committee appointed by 
the A&S dean’s office evaluates nominees’ teaching skills 
based on student-teaching and peer evaluations, student 
testimonials and dossiers submitted by the nominees. 
Candidates must have at least three nominators.

Each award recipient will receive a cash prize of 
$5,000. The winners will be honored at a dinner April 6.

A&S Bellet teaching 
awards announced

number of majors has doubled 
and the number of Pitt students 
getting accepted into profes-
sional graduate programs also has 
increased dramatically.

Armstrong’s work investigates 
approaches to observation and the 
experience of art and architecture 
in the 18th and 19th centuries. 
He especially is interested in the 
construction of the “self” and how 
this concept shapes the relation-
ship of the individual to temporal 
and spatial phenomena.

Armstrong told the University 
Times he was ecstatic to learn he 
had won the Bellet award. “I’ve 
worked hard over the past five 
years building the architectural 
studies program. I could not imag-
ine a job more closely related to my 
teaching and research interests,” 
Armstrong said.

His initial career plans were 
focused toward working in an 
architectural firm after his under-
grad days at the University of 
Toronto. 

“What changed my mind was a 
course taught in Florence during 
my fourth year — I was inspired 
by a month-long introduction to 
Renaissance architecture given 
every day on-site by the late 
professor Hans-Karl Lücke,” 
Armstrong said. “He was a won-
derful, deeply knowledgeable 
specialist who knew how to talk 
about buildings and made history 
relevant. After that experience, I 
could more easily see myself teach-
ing future architects.” 

Coming from an academically 
oriented family, teaching at the 
university level then became a 
natural career progression, he 
said. “My parents are strongly 
committed to the ideals of higher 
education; their example rubbed 
off on both my brother and me,” 
Armstrong said.

Good teaching, he said, “arises 
from being passionate about the 
material you teach. I always found 
the most engaging professors to 
be the ones who were driven by 
a love for what they studied. I’m 
never blasé about architecture!

“Students and instructors are 
linked by a shared interest in archi-
tecture, design, historic preserva-
tion and the built environment. 
I believe the most meaningful 
experiences for students in college 
are those that foster intellectual 
development through ongoing 
social exchange with peers and 
mentors outside the classroom,” 
Armstrong maintained. “I think 
it’s crucially important for uni-
versities to stress that the four-
year on-campus undergraduate 
experience is an interactive, social 
process. The more close contact 
between students and profes-
sors, both in the classroom and 
informally, the more effective the 
learning experience for everyone.”

He added that his program 
encourages out-of-class network-
ing. 

“Creating opportunities for 
students to work in the commu-
nity has been a priority since I 
became director of the program. 
My own courses similarly attempt 
to bridge the classroom and the 
community,” Armstrong said. His 
teaching objectives also include 
fostering collaborative work 
among majors, providing majors 
with opportunities to study impor-
tant architectural sites in other 
cities and positioning majors to 
be admitted to a graduate profes-
sional degree program. 

Nancy Pfenning came to 
Pitt as a part-time instruc-
tor in 1988 and joined 

the full-time statistics faculty as a 
lecturer in 2001. She was named 
senior lecturer in 2004. She earned 
her BS in mathematics at Pitt in 
1978 as a Phi Beta Kappa, Chan-
cellor’s Scholarship student. She 
received her PhD in mathematics 
from Carnegie Mellon University 
in 1984. A Pittsburgh native, she 
was valedictorian at the former St. 
Anselm High School in Swissvale.

Pfenning’s research interests 
in graduate school included 
continuum mechanics, thermo-
dynamics, numerical mathematics 
and statistics.

At Pitt, Pfenning has taught 
undergraduate courses in Basic 
Applied Statistics, Statistics in 
the Modern World and Honors 
Applied Statistical Methods, as 
well as introductory courses in 
applied statistics, statistical meth-
ods and probability and statistics.

Her textbook, “Elementary 
Statistics: Looking at the Big 
Picture,” was published in 2010.

In addition to her teaching 
responsibilities, she heads the 
department’s teaching assistant 
training and is its liaison to the 
College in High School program.

In a letter supporting Pfen-
ning’s Bellet Award nomination, 
Satish Iyengar, statistics depart-
ment chair, wrote, “Nancy is a 
highly valued and immensely help-
ful colleague who richly deserves 
this award. Nancy’s annual reports, 
her OMET (Office of Measure-
ment and Evaluation of Teaching) 
scores, our peer evaluations of her 
portfolio and the many unsolicited 
appreciative comments from her 
students all testify to her excellent 
teaching skills.”

Iyengar further noted that 
Pfenning is able to motivate those 
who are uninterested in statistics, 
those with math phobia and those 
who resent having to take statistics 
before they can enter their chosen 
program. 

“Nancy has overcome these 
obstacles with her dedication 
to her students, and they have 
noticed,” he said. “She is able to 
use just a modicum of mathemat-
ics to teach students how to think 
about the steps in a statistical 
investigation, from planning a 
study, its execution, and then the 
analysis and interpretation of the 
resulting data,” Iyengar wrote.

Pfenning told the University 
Times: “I was certainly honored to 
win this award. I’m a little sheepish 
about it, though, to get rewarded 
for something I love to do.”

Pfenning gravitated toward 
mathematics at a young age. “I 
was always good in math. When 

I was an undergraduate at Pitt I 
tutored in math, and was a teach-
ing assistant in courses at CMU,” 
so that an academic career, even 
in a traditionally male-dominated 
field, was a natural for her, she said. 
“I wouldn’t say it mattered much” 
to be a woman teaching statistics 
“because of the way my parents 
raised us. They encouraged all five 
of us — my three older brothers 
and younger sister and I — to 
believe that we could be anything 
we wanted.”

She noted all five of the sib-
lings earned their undergraduate 
degrees at Pitt.

“What I like about statistics 
is that it gives a framework to 
discuss questions in any topic you 
can imagine — business, neuro-
science, pop culture, whatever. 
Statistics itself is both a science, 
because of the mathematical rigor 
involved, and an art, because of 
the creativity needed to look at 
a complicated problem from the 
right angle.”

Pfenning said her approach to 
teaching doesn’t vary much based 
on class size; she has taught courses 
ranging from 20 to 88 students. 
“I learn their names by routinely 
handing back papers individually 
in the five- or 10-minute period 
before class starts,” she said. “I 
always offer plenty of office hours 
and remind students regularly of 
my availability to help them.”

She said that teacher acces-
sibility should be one of the 
staples of good teaching, along 
with organization; high standards 
combined with the flexibility of 
offering alternatives to students to 
overcome whatever setbacks con-
front them, and prompt feedback 
on assignments.

Pfenning also employs games, 
such as an in-class rock/scissors/
paper tournament, to engage 
students. “I never introduce a 
game gratuitously. They all help 
explain abstract ideas, for example 
to illustrate how the basic rules of 
probability guide us toward solu-
tions that are at times surprisingly 
counterintuitive,” she explained. 

“My main goal is teaching 
students to see ‘the big picture,’” 
Pfenning said. “I have become 
increasingly aware of the role 
that our introductory statistics 
courses play both in students’ 
academic programs and in their 
professional lives after gradua-
tion. I resolved to teach students 
in such a way that they felt truly 
oriented throughout their intro 
stats course, understanding the 
broader purpose of each new 
topic as it was introduced, and 
comprehending afterwards what 
the entire course was about.”
—Peter Hart                            n

Good teaching “arises 
from being passionate 
about the material you 
teach. I always found 
the most engaging 
professors to be the 
ones who were driven 
by a love for what they 
studied.” 

—Drew Armstrong

The staples of good 
teaching include 
accessibility; 
organization; high 
standards; offering 
alternatives to help 
students overcome 
setbacks, and prompt 
feedback on 
assignments.

—Nancy Pfenning
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A cure for glaucoma. A 
device that allows blind 
persons to experience 

the visual realm via other senses. 
Eye transplants. Regenerating the 
optic nerve. Creating biosynthetic 
corneas. Treating previously 
untreatable age-related macular 
degeneration.

These may sound like science 
fiction, but some actually have 
been accomplished while others 
are on the near horizon, thanks 
to cutting-edge research being 
performed at the Louis J. Fox 
Center for Vision Restoration.

A joint program of UPMC 
Eye Center and Pitt’s McGowan 
Institute for Regenerative Medi-
cine, the Fox Center is the first 
national, comprehensive, multi-
disciplinary research and clinical 
program dedicated to the new field 
of ocular regenerative medicine.

Initially called the Center for 
Ocular Regeneration, the center 
was renamed in June 2009, follow-
ing a $3 million gift — matched 
by UPMC — from Louis Fox, a 
philanthropist and Pitt alumnus 
with central retinal vein occlusion, 
an incurable condition caused by 
blood vessel obstruction.

The Fox Center is headed by 
Joel S. Schuman, Eye and Ear 
Foundation Professor and director 
of UPMC Eye Center, and Alan 
Russell, director of the McGowan 
Institute.

“About four or five years ago, 
Alan and I were chatting and we 
talked about the possibility of 
leveraging the expertise of the 
McGowan Institute for Regen-
erative Medicine toward the 
eye, because there are not a lot 
of people working in that area 
and regenerative ophthalmology 
really didn’t exist at that time,” 
Schuman said. “Our vision — no 
pun intended — was for a com-
prehensive center that would be 
able to create new discoveries 
and inventions, but, importantly, 
to translate them into clinical 
practice.”

Schuman said, “Typically, 
scientists will be able to work on 
their ideas in any way that they 
choose, as long as they can con-
vince peers who control funding 
that they should be funded. This 
center is a little different, because 
it’s very specific to regenerative 
medicine and ophthalmology, 
with a target of taking the basic 
science into clinical practice. It’s 
more like a mission than regular, 
normal science.”

The Fox Center now special-
izes in the most common disease 
areas associated with vision loss, 
including macular disease, glau-
coma, diabetic retinopathy, optic 
nerve disorders, corneal scarring 
and ocular trauma.

Schuman and Russell initially 

inventoried the research interests 
in the ophthalmology department 
and at the McGowan Institute in 
order to pair up people who were 
working in similar areas.

“We found that there are a 
lot of pretty good resources right 
here at the University,” Schuman 
said. “We’ve also encouraged some 
people who are here to look at 
their work in a different way and 
marry this different approach to 
the goals they have.”

In addition, the Fox Center 
recruited researchers in novel 
areas, such as scientists who were 
working in stem cell therapy in the 
retina and the optic nerve.

Biosynthetic corneas
Among the current Fox Center 

initiatives, one project grew out 
of a previous discovery by James 
Funderburgh, professor of oph-
thalmology and of cell biology 
and physiology.

Funderburgh was studying 
the materials in the cornea that 
allow it to remain clear so that 
light can pass through to the 

retina, Schuman explained. About 
a decade ago those studies led to 
Funderburgh’s discovery of cor-
neal stromal stem cells.

“This particular type of stem 
cell is responsible for most of the 
tissue that makes up the cornea, 
sitting in the middle part of the 
‘sandwich’ that is the cornea,” 
Schuman said. “It’s a very impor-
tant cell. His thought was that you 
could create a biosynthetic cornea 
using these stem cells.”

The Fox Center recruited 
Yiqin Du, a stem cell expert and 
ophthalmologist from China, to 
partner with Funderburgh on 
the project.

The two scientists demon-
strated in the lab that creating a 
biosynthetic cornea is possible. 
In addition, they injected human 
corneal stromal stem cells into the 
corneas of a special strain of mice 
that normally get cloudy corneas 
and discovered that the human 
stem cells essentially rebuilt and 
cleared the corneas in the mice.

“This is very dramatic. It’s 
truly regenerative medicine,” 

Schuman said.
The next step is testing the 

project in a clinical trial. Funder-
burgh and Du are working with 
researchers in India to design and 
conduct such a trial.

“The work is advancing in the 
lab. They haven’t started trials 
yet, but the pieces are coming 
into place in order for those trials 
to begin. That’s very exciting,” 
Schuman said.

Curing glaucoma
In another research project, 

Funderburgh and Du partnered 
with Schuman to develop a poten-
tial cure for glaucoma, which is 
Schuman’s specialty.

“In glaucoma, there is damage 
to the optic nerve, the nerve in 
the back of the eye,” Schuman 
explained. The optic nerve damage 
and vision loss usually occurs so 
gradually and painlessly that a 
person is unaware of a problem 
until the optic nerve is badly 
damaged.

“That nerve damage is perma-
nent once it occurs. Most often it 
occurs when the pressure in the eye 
is too high,” because the drain in 
the eye stops functioning properly 
and can become blocked, causing 
the loss of cells that form the drain-
ing mechanism, Schuman noted.

Du has identified stem cells in 
human eyes specific to the drain-
age meshwork. Currently, Du 
is trying to determine whether 
those cells can be placed into 
an eye where they can grow and 
provide the factors necessary to 
rejuvenate the drain of the eye 
and thus restore corneal function, 
Schuman said.

“These are human stem cells 
being tested in animals,” he said. 
While there are no guarantees of 
success, Schuman said, “Every-

thing is looking very promising in 
that area, and it really does have 
the potential to cure glaucoma.”

Regenerating the retina
Another project stems from the 

condition of the center’s benefac-
tor, Louis Fox, who has retinal vein 
occlusion in both eyes.

“One of the reasons he has 
provided funds to the Fox Center 
is to try to find answers to that 
problem. So another focus of our 
work is the regeneration of the 
retina,” Schuman said.

Fox Center scientists are 
working with Stephen Badylak, 
deputy director of the McGowan 
Institute, on the project. To regen-
erate tissue in various parts of the 
body, Badylak has worked with the 
extracellular matrix, the connec-
tive tissue in animals produced 
by cells and secreted into the 
environment where the cells are 
embedded, which can influence 
the behavior of the cells.

“In this case, he’s doing experi-
ments to stimulate optic nerve 
regeneration with these tech-
niques. This also is very promis-
ing,” Schuman said.

Translating visual images 
for other senses

Another project, sensory 
substitution, is nearing the mar-
ketplace, based on promising 
preliminary data.

Led by Amy Nau, director of 
optometric and low-vision ser-
vices at UPMC Eye Center and 
a faculty member in the Depart-
ment of Ophthalmology, the 
project is studying different types 
of sensory substitution devices, 
notably the BrainPort vision 
device, a non-surgical assistive 
visual prosthetic that translates 
information from a digital video 

 The eyes have it

At Pitt-UPMC Fox Center...

“Our vision — no pun intended — was 
for a comprehensive center that would 
be able to create new discoveries and 
inventions, but, importantly, to trans-
late them into clinical practice.”

—Joel S. Schuman, 
co-director of the Louis J. Fox Center 

for Vision Restoration
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camera to the tongue, through 
gentle electrical stimulation.

BrainPort consists of a postage-
stamp-size electrode array for the 
top surface of the tongue, a base 
unit, a digital video camera and 
a hand-held controller for zoom 
and contrast inversion. Visual 
information is collected from a 
head-mounted camera and sent to 
the BrainPort base unit. The unit 
stimulates nerves in the tongue, 
which the brain can interpret as 
visual images.

“The device takes a visual 
image and translates it into an 
electrical simulation on the 
tongue,” Schuman explained. “So 
people are able to experience the 
visual environment through their 
tongue. You might call it ‘taste-a-
vision.’”

Blind volunteer study partici-
pants have described the sensation 
as low-resolution pictures and 
shapes that are painted on the 
tongue with bubbles. Based on 
conversations with users, Nau has 
described the sensation as similar 
to Pop Rocks, the carbonated 
candy that creates a fizzy reaction 
as it dissolves in the mouth.

Nau’s study has shown that, 
with practice, users can identify 
and reach for nearby objects, and 
point to and estimate the distance 
of objects out of reach. Some 
people were able to identify let-
ters and numbers, and recognize 
landmarks.

“It’s not vision exactly. But it 
is the information that they need 
to perceive the world so they can 
ambulate,” Schuman said.

Nau currently is trying to fill a 
cohort of 24 blind people and six 
sighted controls for a clinical trial 
of the device set to begin in June.

Nau also is studying the 
rewiring of the brain that occurs 
in adults who use this device. In 
people who are completely blind, 
there is no activity in the part of 
the brain where visual messages 
go. But through the use of this 
device, over time the brain rewires 
and the signals from this device 
get processed in the part of the 
brain that’s usually responsible for 
vision, Schuman explained.

Eye transplantation
The most futuristic project 

being explored at the Fox Center 
is eye transplantation, Schuman 
said, a project headed by Vijay 
Gorantla, a Pitt faculty member 
in the Department of Surgery and 
administrative medical director 
of the Pittsburgh reconstructive 
transplant program at UPMC.

Schuman said, “We’re pretty 
sure that we can do the eye 
transplant technically and prevent 
rejection. But the hardest part, 
actually, is going to be getting the 
optic nerve to reconnect to the 
brain. That will take a lot of effort, 
time and money in order for us to 
be able to do it.” But Schuman is 
confident eye transplants eventu-
ally will be a reality.

Initially, he believes, the trans-
plants will be performed using 
cadaveric eyes, as opposed to 
biosynthetic eyes, which are years 
away from development.

“But one of the tricky parts is 
that the eye needs to be implanted 
within four hours of death. The 
window is very narrow for main-
taining the health of the tissue in 
the eye,” Schuman said.

Fox Center OTERO projects
Several other Fox Center proj-

ects are being developed through 

the ocular tissue engineering 
and regenerative ophthalmology 
(OTERO) postdoctoral fellow-
ship program, begun in 2009-10.

“These OTERO fellows 
are specifically people who are 
working with a scientist at the 
McGowan Institute and either a 
scientist or clinician in ophthal-
mology,” Schuman said. “The 
concept is to create scientists who 
have expertise in regenerative 
ophthalmology.”

One OTERO project is inves-
tigating ways of using ultrasound 
to break up clots that are blocking 
blood vessels in the retina or the 
optic nerve.

Other OTERO projects are 
looking at extended-release drug 
delivery for age-related macular 
degeneration patients and at 
extended-release drug delivery 
for glaucoma patients.

The future
The new field of regenerative 

ophthalmology has not yet filtered 
down into medical school or oph-
thalmology training, Schuman 
noted, but he believes it will 
eventually.

“I don’t think we’re ready yet, 
because all of this stuff is cutting-
edge right now, and until we make 
the discoveries and implement 
them in terms of clinical trials, it’s 
hard to argue that it’s a good idea 
teaching this stuff to students who 
are learning the basic skills of how 
to be a doctor,” Schuman said.

One of the first applications for 
stem cell therapy, he said, may be 
for Lasik, laser refractive surgery 
than corrects people’s vision so 
they can avoid wearing glasses 
or contacts, he said. Sometimes, 
during Lasik surgery, a haze devel-
ops in a portion of the two flaps of 
the cornea, the clear parts in the 
front of the eye.

“Stem cells placed in that inter-
face, we believe, would inhibit 
what is essentially scar formation 
that caused the haze — stem cells 
that would reverse the scarring,” 
Schuman explained. “But, for now, 
that’s a theoretical application.”

With so many irons in the Fox 
Center fire and so much potential 
for dramatic developments in eye 
disease treatments, Schuman is  
cautiously optimistic.

“Imagine that instead of having 
a scar that you can have restoration 
of normal tissue again. That anal-
ogy works throughout the body,” 
he said. “So the expectations 
would become you’re not going 
to do just regular healing of scars, 
you’re going to do ‘constructive 
healing.’ It’s actually being able 
to get the tissue to repair itself to 
where it was before it was injured,” 
Schuman said.

“It’s my job to be skeptical and 
I am. But it’s also my job to dream. 
We’ve got a lot of dreamers in the 
department, in a good way, a lot 
of creative people. And it really 

does take that type of creativity 
to see beyond the ordinary and be 
able to come up with new insights 
and new ideas for ways to cure or 
prevent diseases.”

He also is encouraged by the 
support the Fox Center gets from 
Pitt and UPMC, as well as from 
foundations such as the Western 
Pennsylvania Medical Eye Bank.

“In fact, UPMC is matching 
one for one every dollar we get 
from philanthropy or industry and 
they haven’t placed any limit on 
that,” Schuman said. “I’m really 
excited about all of this. The Fox 
Center was a concept and now it’s 
a reality.”

q
The Fox Center is organiz-

ing the first annual Regenerative 
Medicine in Ophthalmology 
conference, to be held on May 26 
and 27 at the University Club. For 
more information on the confer-
ence or on the Fox Center, visit 
www.foxcenter.pitt.edu, or con-
tact Larisa Munsch at 412/624-
5247; munschl@upmc.edu.
—Peter Hart                            n
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James Funder-
burgh, professor 
of ophthalmology, 
leads the cor-
neal cell biology 
laboratory team, 
which is working 
to understand the 
cells of the cornea 
and the biological 
causes for corneal 
blindness. The lab 
aims to develop 
cell-based therapies 
for restoration of 
corneal transpar-
ency.

Yiqin Du, 
research assis-
tant professor 
in ophthalmol-
ogy, is research-
ing the poten-
tial role of stem 
cells in treating 
glaucoma,which 
can be caused 
by increased 
pressure in the 
eye. Du grew 
stem cells from 
the trabecular 
meshwork, 
the tissue that 
maintains eye 
pressure. She 
is interested in 
how these stem 
cells can start 
working in the 
eye without 
being rejected.

Above: BrainPort receives visual information from the environ-
ment through a video camera. The information is translated into 
electrical impulses in a pattern that is sent to an electrode array. 
The visually impaired person places the array on the tongue and 
gets a “perception” of the image that the camera sees as the 
electrodes are activated, replicating pixels in the image.

The image below shows the geometric organization of photore-
ceptors in the zebrafish retina. The cells in green are the ultravio-
let cones. The cells in blue are double cones. Fox Center research-
ers are investigating how the organization of these photore-
ceptors is achieved during fetal development. This study likely 
will contribute to understanding the causes of certain blinding 
diseases.



Pitt’s Health Book Center is 
being transplanted from its 
location in Forbes Pavilion 

to Pitt’s Book Center. 
The Health Book Center will 

remain open for business at its 
current location through Friday, 
March 25, but as of Monday, 

March 28, its health-related books 
and merchandise will be available 
at The Book Center. The Health 
Book Center’s three employees 
will make the move as well, said 
The Book Center manager Debra 
Fyock.

The Health Book Center’s 

general books will be added to 
the general books section on the 
first floor of The Book Center 
while textbooks for the Schools 
of the Health Sciences classes 
will be included in the textbook 
department. 

Health-related supplies and 
gift items also will make the move 
to The Book Center, said Fyock.

Plans to relocate the Health 
Book Center got underway last 
fall, she said. 

“We wanted to respond quickly 
to the rapidly changing face of the 
book/publishing industry. With 
an increased variety of delivery 
methods, such as eBooks and 
rentals, and the rise of Internet 
sales, the Health Book Center 
no longer required the amount of 
space it had in the past.  Add to 
this the convenience of one-stop 
shopping, and the move to The 
Book Center seemed obvious,” 
Fyock said. 

The Health Book Center 
moved to its current location on 
Forbes Avenue in 1988 after 20 
years in Scaife Hall. No plans have 
been finalized for the space the 
Health Book Center will vacate. 

Fyock said the merger of the 
two book centers is the first phase 
in Pitt’s plan for a renovation of 
The Book Center. Details for 
the renovation have not been 
completed but student input has 
been sought in surveys.
— Kimberly K. Barlow            n

2 Pitt book stores merging

Effective March 28, The Book Center will be home to Pitt’s Health 
Book Center as well.
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Faculty who use CourseWeb/Blackboard will notice faster editing tools and easier navigation in May when the 
University of Pittsburgh upgrades to version 9.1.  Bb9.1 provides more user-friendly tools teamed with fewer 
mouse clicks and improved features, including:

 • Content transferring: All course materials in your most recent CourseWeb class will upload to the new 
version - no re-creation required.

 • Easier content creation: Editing tools are now at your fingertips throughout the course – no Control Panel 
access needed.

 • Built-in Blog and Journal tools, for better communication.

 • Easier assignment downloading: Now you can pull all student files submitted for a particular assignment 
into a single zip file – and Bb9.1 names each file with the assignment title and student username.

 • Multiple group development: Plan a group activity by creating several groups at once, let the students 
form their own, or have students randomly assigned to groups for you.

Blackboard 
is about to get better at Pitt!

Blackboard Upgrade 
Will Provide Easier Editing

For more information visit the CourseWeb/Bb9 Support Site: www.cidde.pitt.edu/bb9.

The Council on Compulsive 
Gambling of Pennsylvania, a 
nonprofit affiliate of the National 
Council on Problem Gambling, 
recognized Pitt’s School of Social 
Work March 8 during National 
Problem Gambling Awareness 
Week for its support of the edu-
cation and treatment of problem 
gamblers and for its research on 
gambling addiction.

In February 2008, social work 
launched a six-month train-
ing program for human service 
professionals to obtain national 
certification in gambling addiction 
counseling. Approximately 150 
clinicians have received certifica-
tion to date, most from western 
Pennsylvania.

The school also surveyed other 
social work schools to determine 
the extent to which social work 
students are learning about 
issues associated with problem 
gambling.

In 2008, more than a year 
before the opening of the Rivers 

Casino in Pittsburgh, the school 
released a report, “Raising the 
Stakes: Assessing Allegheny 
County’s Human Service Response 
Capacity to the Social Impact of 
Gambling,” which surveyed 137 
agencies to discover whether they 
offered or were preparing to offer 
gambling prevention, interven-
tion and treatment services. The 
report’s findings suggested that 
more than 75 percent of the agen-
cies surveyed did not screen for 
or treat problem gambling and 
that most agencies did not feel 
problem gambling was an issue 
for their clients.

Co-authors of the report were 
social work faculty members 
Rafael Engel, Dan Rosen and 
Tracy Soska.

The report is available at www.
socialwork.pitt.edu/downloads/
RaisingTheStakes.pdf.              n

Social work honored for its 
work on problem gambling

Academic manuscripts and 
essays on French philosophy are 
being solicited for The Journal 
of French and Francophone Phi-
losophy (JFFP), a new e-journal 
published by the University 
Library System.

JFFP is an international, 
bilingual peer-reviewed journal 
devoted to the study of French and 
Francophone thought. Though 
rooted in the discipline of phi-
losophy, the journal also publishes 
interdisciplinary extensions and 
explorations of French and Fran-
cophone thought, and accepts 
peer-reviewed academic articles 
and book reviews written in both 
English and French. JFFP will 
consider publishing essays on 
prominent or lesser-known fig-
ures in French and Francophone 
philosophy.

The journal operates in coor-
dination with The Société Améri-
caine de Philosophie de Langue 
Française. The e-journal’s goal is 
to foster international communi-
cation and collaboration between 
Francophone scholars.

More information is available 
at http://jffp.pitt.edu.                 n

New ULS e-journal 
seeks submissions
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The People of the Times column features recent news on 

faculty and staff, including awards and other honors, accom-
plishments and administrative appointments. 

We welcome submissions from all areas of the University. 
Send information via email to: utimes@pitt.edu, by fax at 
412/624-4579 or by campus mail to 308 Bellefield Hall.

For submission guidelines, visit www.utimes.pitt.edu/
?page_id=6807.

The Serge Koussevitzky Music 
Foundation in the Library of 
Congress and the Koussevitzky 
Music Foundation have awarded 
commissions for new musical 
works to eight composers, includ-

ing Eric Moe, a 
faculty member 
in the Depart-
ment of Music 
and co-director 
of the Music on 

the Edge program.
Koussevitzky commissions, 

which aim to perpetuate the late 
Boston Symphony Orchestra 
conductor Serge Koussevitzky’s 
efforts to encourage contem-
porary composers, are awarded 
annually on a competitive basis 
and are open to performing orga-
nizations or individuals.

Manuscripts of Koussevitzky 
commissioned works are archived 
in the Music Division of the 
Library of Congress.

In honor of Black History 
Month, School of Social Work 
Dean Larry E. Davis was chosen 
as one of “Today’s Social Work-
ers” by the Pennsylvania chapter 
of the National Association of 
Social Workers. The designation 
recognizes influential African-
American social workers who 
continue to help shape the social 
work profession.

Davis, who also is the Donald 
M. Henderson 
Professor and 
the  d i rec tor 
of the Center 
on Race and 
Social  Prob-
lems, focuses 
his professional 

interests on interracial group 
dynamics; the impact of race, 
gender and class on interpersonal 
interactions; African-American 
family formation, and youth. 
He has received research fund-
ing from sources including the 
National Science Foundation, the 
National Institutes of Health and 
the National Institute of Mental 
Health.

Sandra D. Mitchell, chair of 
the Department of History and 
Philosophy of Science, was elected 
as a member-at-large of the Amer-
ican Association for the Advance-
ment of Science (AAAS) section 
for the history and philosophy of 
science. The section promotes the 
exploration of scientific research 
and arguments by looking at their 
basic structure to determine the 
strength of presented evidence 
and to reveal what may be hidden 
assumptions.

As a member-at-large, Mitch-
ell will assess the section’s perfor-
mance and role in AAAS, urge 
section officers to establish work-
ing panels on interdisciplinary 
subjects and help involve members 
in professional interaction, among 
other responsibilities.

Mitchell is a philosopher of 
biology whose research centers 
on scientific explanations of 
complex behavior and the best 
approach for representing mul-
tilevel, multicomponent systems. 
She is the author of numerous 
articles and books, among them 
the recently published “Unsimple 
Truths: Science Complexity, and 
Policy,” which argues that as 
science unravels the complexity 
of nature and society, long-held 
assumptions about linear causes, 

reductive explanation and simple 
predict-and-act decision-making 
need to be revised.

Mark Rebeiz, a faculty 
member in bio-
logical sciences, 
has been named a 
winner of a 2011 
Sloan Research 
F e l l o w s h i p . 
Sloan fellowships 
recognizes early-
career scholars 
who demonstrate outstanding 
promise and potential in one of 
seven fields.

Rebeiz was honored for his 
work in computational and evo-
lutionary molecular biology.

The School of Law has 
appointed Justine Kasznica 
executive director of the Innova-
tion Practice Institute. 

Kasznica has worked as a prac-
ticing corporate attorney and a 
business consultant for a number 
of Pittsburgh robotics and high-
tech start-ups. Since 2009, she has 
led ReefBot, a Pittsburgh-based 
team she helped establish that 

develops and uses underwater 
robotic technology for coral-
reef education and conservation 
efforts.

In 2008, Kasznica served as a 
law clerk for the Hon. Thomas 
Hardiman of the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Third Circuit in 
Pittsburgh.

Prior to that, Kasznica spent 
two years as a commercial litiga-
tion associate for WolfBlock in 
Philadelphia. While there, she also 
taught constitutional law seminars 
at Princeton University.

Pitt’s Innovation Practice 
Institute develops experiential 
and cross-disciplinary learning 
and immersion opportunities for 
students. Pitt law students, faculty 
and members of the bar collabo-
rate in supporting various inno-
vations, including the creation 
and evaluation of cutting-edge 
technologies, the development 
of new neighborhood economies, 
the commercialization of medi-
cal innovations and the study of 
the legal services strategies and 
culture. 

Nicholas Rescher, Distin-

guished University Professor of 
Philosophy, has been awarded 
the premier Cross of the Order 
of Merit (Bundesverdienstkreuz 
erster Klasse) of the Federal 
Republic of Germany in recogni-
tion of his contributions to phi-
losophy and to German-American 
cooperation in the philosophy 
field.

Author of more than 100 
books, Rescher has been teaching 
philosophy for 60 years, begin-
ning at Princeton in 1951, and 
has served on the faculty at Pitt 
since 1961. He has lectured at 
many German universities, and he 
has made extensive contributions 
to scholarship regarding Leibniz 
and Kant.

Rescher’s honors include the 
Alexander von Humboldt Prize 
for Humanistic Scholarship, the 

Belgian Cardinal Mercier Prize 
and the Thomas Aquinas Medal 
of the American Catholic Philo-
sophical Association.

An honorary member of 
Oxford’s Corpus Christi College, 
Rescher has been elected to mem-
bership in the American Academy 
of Arts and Sciences, the European 
Academy of Arts and Sciences, 
the Royal Society of Canada, the 
Institut International de Philoso-
phie, the Academie Internationale 
de Philosophie des Sciences and 
the Royal Asiatic Society of Great 
Britain and Ireland. He has been 
awarded honorary degrees from 
seven universities on three con-
tinents.

John Twyning, until recently 
chair of the Department of 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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English, has been 
named associate 
dean of undergradu-
ate studies in the 
School of Arts and 
Sciences. Twyning 
also is former director of the 
literature program in the English 
department.

English fac-
ulty member H. 
David Brumble 
has been named 
interim chair for 
the spring term, 
with a perma-

nent chair expected to be named 
prior to the fall term.

Pitt-Bradford has named 
Tonya Ackley as the coordinator 
of its new Office 
of Community 
Engagement and 
the Harriett B. 
Wick Chapel.

Ackley previ-
ously served as 
the director of residential life at 
UPB.

Ackley is the primary resource 
person for students who want to 
get involved in community service 
or who are looking for informa-
tion on internships related to their 
academic majors and/or interests. 
Likewise, she is the primary con-
tact for community groups that 
want to connect students with 
volunteer opportunities through 
their organizations. 

Ackley also is responsible for 
administering Wick Chapel events 
and activities, working with Con-
ference Services, Facilities Man-
agement and Auxiliary Services 
to coordinate use of the chapel 
for public and private functions.

John Innocenti, president of 
UPMC Presbyterian Shadyside, 
has been named this year’s Cor-
porate Gift of Life Awardee and 
Thomas Kleyman, chief of  Pitt’s 
Renal-Electrolyte Division, with 
faculty appointments in medicine, 
pharmacology  and cell biology 
and physiology, has been named 
Medical Gift of Life Awardee by 
the National Kidney Foundation 
(NKF) Serving the Alleghenies.

Innocenti and Kleyman will 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11
receive their awards at the founda-
tion’s annual Kidney Gift of Life 
gala on March 19 at the Circuit 
Center and Ballroom on the 
South Side.

Kevin Ho, a medical school 
faculty member and the event 
chair, said: “In addition to Mr. 
Innocenti’s leadership within 
the UPMC hospital system, he 
served as our NKF corporate 
walk chairman in 2009 and 2010, 
making public appearances and 
attracting both sponsorship and 
contributions.”

Kleyman, who also is direc-
tor of the Pitts-
burgh Center 
f o r  K i d n e y 
Research ,  i s 
being honored 
for his contribu-
tions to kidney 
research.

“Dr. Kley-
man has contributed to our 
general understanding of how 
the kidneys process sodium and 
continues to advance nephrol-
ogy research on multiple fronts,” 
Ho said.

David Geller, Richard L. 
Simmons Professor of Surgery at 
Pitt and co-director of the UPMC 
Liver Cancer Center, is being 
honored by the American Liver 
Foundation Allegheny Division at 
its annual Tribute to Excellence.

Honorees are recognized for 
supporting the American Liver 
Foundation and for their efforts 
to fight liver disease.

Geller’s clinical interests 
center on the 
evaluation and 
management of 
patients with 
liver cancers. He 
has pioneered 
l a p a r o s c o p i c 

liver resections, and specializes in 
performing laparoscopic radiofre-
quency ablations of liver tumors.

Geller is a member of many 
professional and scientific soci-
eties.

He has active research grants 
from the NIH, and also is the 
principal investigator on industry-
sponsored clinical trials for liver 
cancer.                                       n

R E S E A R C H   N O T E S

The University Times 
Research Notes column 
reports on funding awarded 
to Pitt researchers and on 
findings arising from Uni-
versity research. 

We welcome submis-
sions from all areas of the 
University. Submit informa-
tion via email to: utimes@
pitt.edu, by fax to 412/624-
4579 or by campus mail to 
308 Bellefield Hall. 

For submission guide-
lines, visit www.utimes.pitt.
edu/?page_id=6807.

Mesothelioma
funding 
awarded

The University of Pittsburgh 
Cancer Institute (UPCI) recently 
was awarded $350,000 over three 
years from the Simmons Meso-
thelioma Foundation to enhance 
the comprehensive mesothelioma 
program at UPCI and the UPMC 
Cancer Centers.  

David Bartlett, chief of the 
Division of Surgical Oncology 
at the UPMC Cancer Centers, 
stated, “We are incredibly thankful 
for the generous gift from the Sim-
mons Mesothelioma Foundation 
to expand our program, which 
will positively impact the lives of 
so many people diagnosed with 
mesothelioma and their families.”

Mesothelioma is a form of 
cancer that affects the lining of the 
internal organs. It most commonly 
affects the lungs and abdomen. 
Mesothelioma is diagnosed in 
more than 2,000 people each year, 
most of whom have had exposure 
to asbestos. 

Treatment can include surgery 
to remove the lining of the infected 
organs, radiation and chemother-
apy. Because mesothelioma can be 
difficult to control, researchers are 
working to find new treatments 
and refine the current treatment 
options.

The Simmons Mesothelioma 
Foundation was established in 
2010 through a pledge from Sim-
mons Browder Gianaris Angelides 
& Barnerd LLC, a national law 
firm that has represented thou-
sands of victims of mesothelioma 
and asbestos-related disease. The 
foundation’s mission is to fund 
research, build awareness and 
advocate for those with meso-
thelioma. 

PSC helps map 
brain’s wiring 

Pittsburgh Supercomput-
ing Center (PSC) scientists Art 
Wetzel and Greg Hood, in 
collaboration with a team from 
Harvard, co-authored a paper 
on brain anatomy featured as the 

cover story in the March 10 issue of 
Nature, the international weekly 
journal of science.

The Harvard-PSC team 
exploited improvements in com-
puter speed and storage capacity 
available at PSC that made it 
possible to transmit and process 
more than 3 million high-reso-
lution images from a pinpoint-
sized region of a mouse brain. 
Starting with these very thin 
slice (40 nanometers) images — 
obtained at Harvard via electron 
microscopy — Wetzel and Hood 
stitched together a large-scale 
single-section mosaic. From these 
sections, they then reconstructed 
a 3-D volume, making it possible 
for the Harvard team to trace 
interconnections among selected 
neurons, in effect mapping a 
wiring diagram of a portion of the 
mouse visual cortex.

By tracing interconnections 
within this volume, the Harvard 
researchers produced new insights 
into how the brain functions, 
finding that neurons tasked 
with suppressing brain activity 
seem to be randomly wired, put-
ting the lid on local groups of 
neurons all at once rather than 
picking and choosing. Such find-
ings are important because many 
neurological conditions, such as 
epilepsy, are the result of neural 
inhibition gone awry.

The team now is working to 
scale up this platform to generate 
larger datasets to further unravel 
the mysteries of how the brain 
works.                                          n

The David Berg Center for 
Ethics and Leadership, part of 
the Joseph M. Katz Graduate 
School of Business, has developed 
a scorecard — the Food Abun-
dance Index (FAI) — to measure 
food security within a neighbor-
hood or geographic area. The 
index was created to determine 
the access to and availability of 
healthy, nutritious and culturally 
appropriate food. 

“While awareness of the grow-
ing number of communities that 
are impacted by low food secu-
rity has increased, existing tools 
to detect the presence of food 
deserts and measure the levels 
of food security have numerous 
limitations,” said Audrey Mur-
rell, co-author of the FAI report, 
director of the Berg Center, and 
faculty member in business admin-
istration and psychology.

“The FAI attempts to combine 
the strengths of existing measures 
of food access and availability 
and examine food security based 
on five criteria: access, diversity, 
quality, density and affordability.”

The technical report that out-

Berg Center develops Food Abundance Index
lines the creation, use and impact 
of FAI as well as the potential 
contributions it can make and 
benefits that can accrue through 
its deployment is available at the 
Berg Center.

In addition, the center offers a 
user’s toolkit and training work-
shops in an effort to eliminate 
food deserts. The report provides 

an overview of the FAI scorecard 
to help individuals, communities 
and regions lay the foundation for 
improving food security and rais-
ing communities’ economic status, 
health and overall wellbeing.

For more information about 
FAI or to schedule training, call 
412/648-2169 or visit www.busi-
ness.pitt.edu/berg.                           n

The Graduate School of Public 
and International Affairs (GSPIA) 
now is accepting applications for 
its accelerated mid-career master’s 
degree program (Master of Public 
Policy Management/MPPM) for 
the fall 2011 semester.

The 30-credit program pro-
vides mid-career professionals 
an opportunity to expand their 
knowledge, develop new analytic 
tools and professional skills and 
explore new ideas and theories.

GSPIA officials said the pro-
gram is ideal for professionals 
looking to advance or change 
careers, or begin a new career in 
public service. 

Degree requirements can be 

completed within one year of 
full-time study or two years of 
part-time study.

Applicants need a bachelor’s 
degree and a minimum of five 
or more years of experience 
beyond an entry-level position. 
Experience should demonstrate 
increasing levels of responsibility, 
leadership and professional com-
petence, particularly in budgeting 
and finance, human resources 
management or policy formula-
tion or implementation. 

For more information, visit 
www.gspia.pitt.edu/Academics/
Programs/MasterofPublicPolicy-
Management/tabid/101/Default.
aspx.                                            n

Master’s program in public policy management offered
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ers 2009-10 as teaching in the 
specialty field, or by directors 
of clinical and legal writing pro-
grams. They named up to 15 of 
the best programs in each field.

In the health care law specialty, 
Pitt tied for 12th with Harvard 
(tied for 15th last year) among the 
20 such programs listed.

In the “law firms rank schools” 
category, new this year, Pitt tied 
for 81st with 15 other schools. 
The magazine ranked 131 schools 
in this category.

According to the magazine, 
“For the first time, U.S. News 
presents a ranking of law schools 
based on the opinions of the people 
doing the hiring at the nation’s 
most highly regarded law firms. 
To produce this list, we asked 750 
recruiters and hiring partners at 
those highly rated firms for their 
input. ... The response rate was 
14 percent.” 

Medicine
U.S. News issues two separate 

medical school rankings, one 
emphasizing research activity and 
the other a school’s preparation of 
primary care physicians.

Pitt’s School of Medicine 
ranked 14th (same as last year) 
in the research category among 
92 medical schools ranked in the 
online edition.

In the primary care preparation 
category, the University tied for 
28th (tied for 12th last year) among 
the 97 schools ranked nationally. 
Pitt tied with Baylor College of 
Medicine, Brown, Mayo Medical 
School and New Mexico.

Without mentioning Pitt by 
name, U.S. News noted that, 
“Government health officials 
worry about the growing short-
age of primary care physicians 
nationwide, which has developed, 
at least in part, because primary 
care salaries pale in comparison to 
specialties. ... To bridge this gap, 
a growing number of state loan 
forgiveness programs for primary 
care physicians have sprung up, 
and schools are sharpening their 
focus on primary care programs. In 
contrast to the research rankings, 
many primary care schools made 
significant jumps in the rankings 
this year.”

The magazine surveyed the 
126 accredited medical schools 
plus 20 accredited schools of 
osteopathic medicine for both the 
research rankings and the primary 
care rankings.

For the research category, 123 
schools provided the data needed 
to calculate the rankings; 123 
schools also provided the data 
needed to calculate the primary 
care rankings.

Quality assessment indicators 
for both categories were based 
on peer assessment surveys con-
ducted in fall 2010 and early 2011 
of deans of medical and osteo-
pathic schools, deans of academic 
affairs, heads of internal medicine 
and directors of admissions. The 
response rate was 46 percent.

Also surveyed in fall 2010 were 
residency program directors. One 
survey dealt with research and 
was sent to a sample of residency 
program directors in fields outside 
primary care, including surgery, 
psychiatry and radiology. The 
response rate was 17 percent.

A second survey involved 

primary care and was sent to 
residency directors in the fields 
of family practice, pediatrics and 
internal medicine. The response 
rate for that survey was 19 percent.

The source for the names for 
both of the residency directors’ 
surveys was the Graduate Medical 
Education Directory 2009-2010 
edition, published by the Ameri-
can Medical Association.

In both categories those quality 
indicators included student selec-
tivity (mean composite Medical 
College Admission Test score, 
mean undergraduate grade point 
average and the proportion of 
total applicants accepted for the 
class entering in 2010), and faculty 
resources (ratio of full-time faculty 
to students in 2010).

In the research category only, 
research activity was included in 
the rankings. It was defined as 
total dollar amount of National 
Institutes of Health research 
grants awarded to the medical 
school and its affiliated hospitals, 
and the average amount of those 
grants calculated per full-time 
medical school and clinical faculty 
member, both averaged for fiscal 
years 2009 and 2010.

In the primary care category, 
the magazine measured the per-
centage of graduates who entered 
primary care specialties, such as 
family practice, pediatrics and 

internal medicine, averaged over 
the past three graduating classes.

Among eight medical school 
specialties ranked by U.S. News, 
five of Pitt’s programs were ranked 
nationally.

Pitt’s drug and alcohol abuse 
specialty ranked 11th among 13 
such programs ranked nationally. 
Pitt ranked 8th last year.

The geriatrics specialty at the 
University ranked 10th (same as 
last year) among 21 programs 
listed.

Internal medicine was ranked 
15th (14th last year) among 25 
schools listed.

The pediatrics specialty pro-
gram was ranked 11th (13th last 
year), among 21 programs listed 
nationally.

Pitt’s women’s health program 
ranked 3rd (4th last year) among 
19 such programs listed.

Medical specialty rankings 
were based on ratings by medi-
cal deans and senior faculty at 
peer schools, who were asked to 
identify up to 10 schools offering 
the best programs in each of eight 
specialty areas.

Selected Health 
Schools and Programs 

Health disciplines where Pitt 
was ranked in the 2012 edition of 
U.S. News Best Graduate Schools 
include: the nursing program and 

several nursing specialty areas; 
public health, and the health care 
management specialty. 

According to the magazine, all 
the health rankings were based 
solely on the results of peer assess-
ment surveys sent to deans, other 
administrators and/or faculty at 
accredited degree programs or 
schools in each discipline.

In fall 2010, surveys were 
conducted for the magazine’s 
current rankings of schools of 
public health accredited by the 
Council on Education for Public 
Health (response rate: 61 percent); 
health care management programs 
accredited by the Commission on 
Accreditation of Healthcare Man-
agement Education (76 percent); 
master’s programs in nursing 
accredited by either the Com-
mission on Collegiate Nursing 
Education or the National League 
for Nursing Accrediting Commis-
sion (33 percent); graduate nurse 
anesthesia programs accredited 
by the Council on Accreditation 
of Nurse Anesthesia Educational 
Programs of the American Asso-
ciation of Nurse Anesthetists 
(49 percent), and rehabilitation 
counselor education programs 
accredited by the Commission 
on Standards and Accreditation: 
Council on Rehabilitation Educa-
tion (40 percent).

The nursing specialty pro-

grams are ranked based solely on 
input from educators at peer nurs-
ing institutions, who nominated 
up to 10 schools for excellence in 
each area. 

Pitt’s nursing graduate pro-
gram tied for 7th with Duke, 
Oregon Health and Science 
University and Yale among 449 
such programs ranked nationally.

Pitt also was ranked in several 
nursing specialty areas, including 
tied for 3rd with Rush University 
(among 101 programs ranked 
overall) in nursing-anesthesia; 6th 
in clinical nurse specialist: psychi-
atric/mental health (10 programs 
listed); 6th in nurse practitioner: 
adult (16 programs listed); tied for 
14th in nurse practitioner: family 
with Frontier School of Midwifery 
and Family Nursing (25 programs 
listed); 4th in nurse practitioner: 
pediatric (18 programs listed), and 
9th in nursing service administra-
tion (11 programs listed).

Pitt’s graduate program in 
public health tied for 11th with 
Boston University among 39 such 
programs ranked.

Pitt tied for 25th overall in 
health care management with 
Arizona State, Baylor and Tulane. 
There were 63 such programs 
ranked nationally.

The rehabilitation counseling 
specialty area at Pitt tied for 23rd 
among 96 such programs. Pitt tied 
with North Carolina-Chapel Hill, 
Northern Colorado, Portland 
State, Syracuse, SUNY-Buffalo 
and Texas-Austin.
—Peter Hart                           n
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Clinical Oncology & Hematol-
ogy Grand Rounds
“Novel Approaches for Treat-
ment of Relapsed/Refractory 
Multiple Myeloma at UPCI,” 
Navkiranjit Gill; UPMC Cancer 
Pavilion Herberman Conf. Ctr. 
2nd fl. aud., 8 am
HSLS Workshop
“Searching in CINAHL,” Mary 
Lou Klem; Falk Library classrm. 
1, 1 pm
HSLS Workshop
“Peptide Mass Fingerprinting for 
Protein Identification,” Manim-
alha Balasubramani; Falk Library 
classrm. 2, 1-3 pm
Johnson Inst. Leadership 
Celebration
Honoring Admiral Thad Allen, 
US Coast Guard; UClub Ballrm. 
B, 3-4:30 pm (8-1336)
Neurology Grand Rounds
“Vestibular Function: From 
Brainstem to Cerebrum & 
Back,” Joseph Furman; 1105 
Scaife, 4 pm
Literature Lecture
“The Child & the Memorized 
Poem: Recitation & Pedagogy in 
Great Britain & the US, 1870-
1940,” Catherine Robson, NYU; 
501 CL, 4:30 pm
GI Grand Rounds
“Neurogastroenterology & 
Motility”; Scaife 11th fl. conf. 
ctr., 5 pm

UClub Book Reading/Signing
“Myth, Legend, Reality: Edwin 
L. Drake & the Early Oil Indus-
try,” William Brice, UPJ; UClub 
Library, 5 pm (8-1329)
Lenten Services
Heinz Chapel, 7 pm (412/298-
1461)
Women’s Studies Queer Film
“Bad Education”; 2201 Posvar, 
7:45 pm (4-6485)

 Thursday 24

GSPIA Wherrett Lecture
“The Art & Science of Regional 
Resilience,” Kathryn Foster, 
SUNY-Buffalo; UClub Ballrm. 
A, 9 am (8-2282)
Five-Campus College Fair
Connolly Ballrm. Alumni, 11 
am-2 pm (also 5-7 pm)
Bradford Campus Reading
Dianne Aprile; Mukaiyama U 
Rm., Frame-Westerberg Com-
mons, UPB, 11:30 am
Asian Studies Lecture
“High Returns, Low Aspira-
tions? Social Norms & Educa-
tion in Village India,” Annemie 
Maertens, international affairs; 
4130 Posvar, noon
GSPH/Ctr. for Bioethics & 
Health Law Lecture
“Research on Syphilis in Gua-
temala in the 1940s: History, 
Context & Contemporary Con-

cerns,” Susan Reverby, Wellesley, 
& Sue Lederer, U of WI-Madi-
son; A115 Crabtree, 1-3 pm
HSLS Lecture
“Harry Potter & the Ultimate In-
Between: J.K. Rowling’s Portals 
of Power in the Harry Potter 
Series,” Lori Campbell, English/
film studies; Scaife lecture rm. 
5, 2 pm
Chemistry Seminar
“Nanoparticles in Biology: Engi-
neering the Interface,” Vince 
Rotello, U of MA-Amherst; 12B 
Chevron, 2:30 pm
Chemistry Seminar
“Sotrastaurin: A Novel PKC 
Inhibitor for the Prevention of 
Graft Rejection & the Treatment 
of Psoriasis,” Jürgen Wagner, 
Novartis Inst. for Biomedical 
Research; 12A Chevron, 4 pm
Aging Inst. Lecture
“A Systematic Approach to 
Evaluating Balance Disorders,” 
Fay Horak; Scaife 4th fl. aud. 
6, 4 pm
Provost’s Inaugural Lecture
“Organizational Research & 
Public School Reform,” Carrie 
Leana, business; 2500 Posvar, 
4 pm
Asian Studies Lecture
“Comparing the Japanese & 
Korean Languages: Culling 
Borrowed Words,” J. Marshall 
Unger, Ohio St.; 4217 Sennott, 
4 pm

Law Lecture
“Virtual Worlds, Virtual Prop-
erty,” Dan Burk, UC-Irvine; 107 
Barco, 4 pm
Occupational Therapy Lec-
ture
“Defining & Measuring Young 
Children’s Participation to Sup-
port Population-Based Research 
in Part C Early Intervention,” 
Mary Khetani; 5068 Forbes 
Tower, 4:30 pm
Anesthesiology Grand Rounds
“The Katz 1-Year MBA Pro-
gram: A Roadmap for Physi-
cians,” Stephen Esper & Wil-
liam Valenta; Montefiore 7th fl. 
LHAS aud., 5 pm
Pgh. Writers Reading
Camille Dungy; August Wilson 
Ctr., 980 Liberty Ave., Down-
town, 7 pm (4-6508)
Johnstown Campus Reading
Patricia Jabbeh Wesley; Whalley 
Chapel, UPJ, 7:30 pm
UHC Panel Discussion
“The News: Who’s Going to Pay 
for This?” Stephen Engelberg, 
ProPublica; Mary Leonard, Pgh. 
Post-Gazette; Andrew Pergam, 
Inst. for Interactive Journalism, 
& Evan Smith, Texas Tribune; 
UClub, 7:30 pm (RSVP required: 
uhcevent@pitt.edu)

 Friday 25

Endocrine Conference
“Phosphate Diabetes & Rickets: 
The Role of FGF23 in Mineral 
Metabolism,” Michael Collins; 
1195 Starzl BST, 8:30 am
HSLS Workshop
“EndNote Basics,” Ahlam Saleh; 
Falk Library classrm. 2, 10 am-
noon
WPIC Lecture
“Environmental Regulation of 
Genome Function Through Epi-
genetic Mechanisms,” Michael 
Meaney; WPIC 2nd fl. aud., 11 
am-12:30 pm
Sr. VC’s Research Seminar
“Bicarbonate & Metabolic Status 
Modulate Acid Secretion by 
the V-ATPase in the Kidney & 
Male Reproductive Tract,” Nuria 
Pastor-Soler; Scaife aud. 6, noon
UCSUR Lecture
“Mortgage Delinquencies in PA: 
Are Loan Modifications Stem-
ming the Tide?” Lisa Nelson, 
Federal Reserve Bank of Cleve-
land; 121 University Place, 2nd 
fl. conf. rm., noon (4-9177)
Emerging Legends Concert
Steve Weber & Phil Smith; Cup 
& Chaucer, ground fl. Hillman, 
noon
Pgh. Writers Discussion
Camille Dungy; 501 CL, 2 pm 
(4-6508)
Philosophy of Science Lecture
“Philosophical Issues in Psy-
chiatry,” Kenneth Kendler, VA 
Commonwealth U; 817R CL, 
3:30 pm (4-1052)
Bradford Campus Concert
Lorraine Sullivan & Kirk Severt-
son; Bromeley Family Theatre, 
Blaisdell, UPB, 7 pm
Titusville Campus Concert
Dr. Zoot; Henne Aud., UPT, 
7:30 pm

 Saturday 26

World History Workshop
“Western PA in World History,” 
Marc Jason Gilbert, Hawaii 
Pacific U; 5604 Posvar, 9 am-3 
pm
Latin American & Caribbean 
Festival
WPU, noon-midnight (8-7394)

 Monday 28

• Fall term enrollment 
appointments begin.

Neurobiology of Brain Dys-
function Lecture
“Atherosclerotic Vascular Dis-
eases,” Steve Graham & Max 
Hammer; 114 Victoria, 9:30-
11:30 am
Pitt Music Concert
Graduate student composers; 
Bellefield aud., 8 pm (4-4125)

 Tuesday 29

GI Pathophysiology/Board 
Review
“Cysts & Nonendocrine Tumors 
of the Pancreas,” Julie Holinga; 
Presby M2 conf. rm., 7:30 am
MWRI Seminar
“Dietary Factors & the Etiol-
ogy of Breast Cancer in Korea,” 
Jeongseon Kim; MWRI 1st fl. 
conf. ctr., noon
MMG Seminar
“Occludin-Specific Hepatitis C 
Virus Cell Entry Determinants,” 
Matthew Evans; 503 Bridgeside 
Point II, 3:15 pm

 Wednesday 30

Orthopaedic Surgery Grand 
Rounds
Sara Kolpin; Montefiore 7th fl. 
LHAS aud., 7 am
Clinical Oncology & Hematol-
ogy Grand Rounds
“An Update on Treatment Strat-
egies for Metastatic Colorectal 
Cancer,” Edward Chu; UPMC 
Cancer Pavilion Herberman 
Conf. Ctr. 2nd fl. aud., 8 am
Biomedical Informatics Work-
shop
“Text Information Extrac-
tion System: A New Tool for 
Researchers”; UPMC Cancer 
Pavilion Suite 301 conf. rm. 308, 
11 am (ties.upmc.com/register)
Pathology Research Seminar
“Deep Sequencing of RISC 
Complex From Cirrhotic Liver 
Reveals miknns & Their Tar-
gets,” Charles Rogler, Albert 
Einstein College of Medicine; 
1104 Scaife, noon
HSLS Workshop
“Bioinformatics for Proteomics 
Studies,” Tamanna Sultana; Falk 
Library classrm. 2, 1-3 pm
Neurology Grand Rounds
“In-Patient & Out-Patient 
HOT Cases,” John Doyle & 
Lisa Roeske-Anderson; 1105 
Scaife, 4 pm
HPS/Ctr. for Philosophy of 
Science Lecture
“Robust Decision Making & 
the Dilemma Objection to the 
Precautionary Principle,” Daniel 
Steel; 1500 Posvar, 4:30 pm
GI Grand Rounds
“Endoscopic & Radiologic 
Unknowns,” Jana Al Hashash, 
Matthew Coates & Jennifer Wu; 
Scaife 11th fl. conf. ctr., 5 pm
Lenten Services
Heinz Chapel, 7 pm (412/298-
1461)
Women’s Studies Queer Film
“The Bubble”; 2201 Posvar, 7:45 
pm (4-6485)

 Thursday 31

Epidemiology Seminar
“Effect of Cardiac Risk Factors 
on Clinical Outcomes in BARI 
2D: Exploring Different Model-
ing Strategies,” Marnie Bertolet; 
A115 Crabtree, noon
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HSLS Lunch With a Librarian
“Beyond PubMed: Next Gen-
eration Literature Searching,” 
Carrie Iwema; Falk Library conf. 
rm. B, noon
Asian Studies Lecture
“Teaching & Learning English in 
China & Indonesia,” Sara Bular-
zik, education; 4130 Posvar, noon
Women’s Studies Iris Marion 
Young Lecture
“Achieving Equal Pay: What 
Will It Take?” Heidi Hart-
mann, Inst. for Women’s Policy 
Research; UClub Ballrm. A, 
3:30 pm; award reception, 4:30 
pm (4-6485)
Aging Inst. Lecture
“Using Medicare Part D Data,” 
Bruce Stuart; Scaife 4th fl. aud. 
6, 4 pm
Bradford Campus Improv 
Show
Pitt Improvers; Mukaiyama U 
Rm., Frame-Westerberg Com-
mons, UPB, 8-9:30 pm

 PhD Defenses

Medicine/Neurobiology
“The Behavioral & Neuro-
physiologic Effects of Acute 
Dopamine Receptor Blockade in 
the Macaque Striatum,” Vanessa 
Chan; March 18, BST3 4th fl. 
conf. rm., 10 am
Education/Administrative & 
Policy Studies
“Kakehashi or Bridging the 
Divide: The Power of Peda-
gogic Philosophy & Innovative 
Practice to Drive Culturally 
Responsive Reforms for Jap-
anese-Brazilian Children in a 
Rural Public Elementary School 
in Japan,” Ellen Motohashi; 
March 21, 4321 Posvar, 11 am 
A&S/Music
“Pitch & Harmony in György 
Ligeti’s Hamburg Concerto 
& Syzygy for String Quartet,” 
Charles Corey; March 21, 114 
Music, 11 am
A&S/Neuroscience
“Neural Correlates of Adoles-
cent Behavior,” David Sturman; 
March 21, A219B Langley, noon
A&S/Anthropology
“Carrying Out Modernity: 
Migration, Work & Masculinity 
in China,” Xia Zhang; March 21, 
3106 Posvar, 3 pm
Engineering/Industrial Engi-
neering
“Quantitative Model for Assess-
ing & Mitigating Risk in a Design 
for Supply Chain Problem,” Erin 
Claypool-Gross; March 22, 1060 
Benedum, 10:30 am
A&S/Music
“‘You Sound Like an Old Black 
Man!’ Gender Performativity 
Among Female Jazz Saxophon-
ists,” Yoko Suzuki; March 22, 114 
Music, 1 pm
GSPH/Epidemiology
“Spatial & Temporal Dynam-
ics of Influenza,” James Stark; 
March 23, 110 Parran, 9 am
Education/Administrative & 
Policy Studies
“A Phenomenological Study of 
Informal Teacher Leadership 
From the Perspective of Those 
Who Choose to Lead,” Con-
stance Demore Palmer; March 
23, 4321 Posvar, 11 am
A&S/Music
“A Social & Cultural History of 
Jazz in Pittsburgh’s Hill District, 
1920-70,” Colter Harper; March 
24, 114 Music, 11 am

Education/Instruction & 
Learning
“Pedagogical Content Knowl-
edge Planning Tools: How Are 
They Transformed & What 
Factors Impact Those Changes?” 
Wendy Sink; March 25, 5511 
Posvar, 10:30 am
GSPH/Epidemiology
“Tumor-Stromal Interactions in 
Type I & Type II Endometrial 
Cancer: The Role of CXCL12/
CXCR4 & HGF/c-MET/bFGF 
in a Large Cohort of Endometrial 
Cancer Patients,” Ashley Felix; 
March 25, 109 GSPH, 2:30 pm
SHRS/Rehabilitation Science
“The Gaze Stabilization Test: 
Reliability, Performance Char-
acteristics of Normal Subjects, 
Performance of Patients With 
Concussion,” Maha Moham-
mad; March 28, 6050 Forbes 
Tower, 9 am
Medicine/Neurobiology
“Protein Biomarkers for Amyo-
trophic Lateral Sclerosis: Char-
acterization & Implications for 
Disease Pathogenesis,” Meghan 
Wilson; March 28, 1495 Starzl 
BST, noon

A&S/Music
“A Coalescence of Liturgical 
Consensus in the Mass for the 
Dead From Its Origins Through 
the 14th Century,” Nemesio 
Valle; March 28, 114 Music, 1 pm
GSPH/Epidemiology
“Polymorphisms in Inflam-
mation-Related Genes & Risk 
of Smoking-Associated Lung 
Cancer & COPD,” Yan Du; 
March 29, 109 Parran, 12:30 pm
GSPH/Environmental & 
Occupational Health
“Reducing the Risks of Aflatoxin 
Through Public Health Inter-
ventions,” Pornsri Khlangwiset; 
March 30, Bridgeside Point 5th 
fl. conf. rm., 1 pm
A&S/Music
“The Birth of Musicology 
From the Spirit of Evolution: 
Ernst Haeckel’s Entwicklung-
slehre as Central Component of 
Guido Adler’s Methodology for 
Musicology,” Benjamin Breuer; 
March 30, 302 Music, 3:30 pm

GSPH/Epidemiology
“Genetic Epidemiology of Sub-
clinical Cardiovascular Disease 
& Osteoporosis Indices in Afri-
can Ancestry Families,” Allison 
Kuipers; March 31, 109 Parran, 
1 pm

 Theatre

Greensburg Campus Theatre 
Arts
“You Can’t Take It With You”; 
March 31-April 2; Ferguson 
Theatre, UPG, 7 pm (724/561-
8496)
Pitt Repertory Theatre
“As You Like It”; March 31-April 
10; Charity Randall Theatre, 
Stephen Foster, W-Sat 8 pm, 
Sun 2 pm (4-7529)

 Exhibits

HA&A Exhibit
“Mind Space, Maximalism in 
Contrasts”; through March 18; 
U Art Gallery, FFA, 10 am-4 pm 
M-F (8-2400)
HSLS Exhibit
“Harry Potter’s World: Renais-
sance Science, Magic & Medi-
cine”; through March 26; Falk 
Library, Scaife,  reg. library hours

Bradford Campus Exhibit
“The Art of Oleg Gotchev & the 
Development of Contemporary 
Bulgarian Mural Paintings”; 
through April 15; KOA Art Gal-
lery, Blaisdell, UPB, M-Th 8:30 
am-8 pm, F 8:30 am-6 pm
Studio Arts Exhibit
Studio Arts Student Exhibi-
tion; March 30-April 30; U Art 
Gallery, FFA, 10 am-4 pm M-F 
(8-2430)
Law Library Exhibit
“Landscapes: Imagined/Real,” 
Timothy Thompson; through 
May 20; Barco Law Library Gal-
lery, reg. library hours (8-1376)

 Event Deadline

The next issue of the University 
Times will include University 
and on-campus events of March 
31-April 14. Information for 
events during that period must be 
received by 5 pm on March 24 at 
308 Bellefield Hall. Information 
may be sent by fax to 4-4579 or 
email to utcal@pitt.edu.          n
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The University Club 
123 University Place 
Pittsburgh, PA 15260 uhcevent@pitt.edu 

E-MAIL YOUR RSVP 
This is a free event and open to the public. 
However, seating is limited.  You must RSVP 
with your name, phone number, and the 
name(s) of your guests to: 

MODERATED BY DAVID SHRIBMAN, 
EXECUTIVE EDITOR, PITTSBURGH POST-GAZETTE 

THE UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH HONORS COLLEGE PRESENTS 

Who’s going to 
Pay For This? 

Stephen Engelberg 
Managing editor of ProPublica, a 
Pulitzer  Prize‐winning  non‐profit 
news   organization   that   has 
produced investigative journalism 
since   its   inception   in   2008. 
Prev ious ly ,   Enge lberg   was 
man a g i n g   e d i t o r   o f   T h e 
Oregonian  in  Portland where  he 
supervised  investigative  projects 
and  news  coverage.  Engelberg 
worked  for  The New  York  Times 
for  18  years  as  an  editor  and 
reporter,  founding  the  paper’s 
investigative unit and serving as a 
reporter  in  Washington  and 
Warsaw. 

Mary Leonard 
Deputy  managing  editor  of 
the  Pittsburgh  Post‐Gazette 
who supervises digital media, 
including  post‐gazette.com, 
PG+  and  mobile  sites.  She 
joined  the  Post‐Gazette  in 
August,   2004,   as   assistant 
managing editor  for business 
news.  Prior  to  that,  Leonard 
spent 30 years as a  journalist 
in  Washington,  D.C.  at  the 
Na t i o n a l   Ob s e r v e r ,   t h e 
Detro i t   News,   New   York 
Newsday,  and    the  Boston 
Globe. 

Andrew Pergam 
Editorial  director  of  J‐Lab:  The 
Institute for Interactive Journalism, 
the   nation’s   most   successful 
incubator  for news entrepreneurs. 
Pergam  works   with   grantees, 
oversees  training  for  the  Knight 
Citizen  News  Network,  rewards 
innovations  in  journalism,  and 
builds  resources  for  professional 
and  citizen  journalists    launching 
local news  initiatives. Pergram was 
m a n a g i n g   e d i t o r   o f 
NBCConnecticut.com,  and  prior  to 
that he was an on‐air reporter who 
also  created  online  programming 
for a division of NBC Universal. 

Evan Smith  
CEO  and  editor‐in‐chief  of  The 
Texas  Tribune,  a  non‐profit  online 
media  organization  founded  in 
2009,  which,  in  its  first  year  in 
operation,   won   two   national 
awards.  Smith  was  president  and 
editor‐in‐chief  of  Texas  Monthly 
and  his  career  there  spanned  18 
years  until  he  left  in  August  2009 
to  co‐found  the  Texas  Tribune. 
Texas Monthly was  twice awarded 
the  National Magazine  Award  for 
General Excellence,  the equivalent 
of  a  Pulitzer  Prize.    He  hosts 
Overheard  with  Evan  Smith,  a 
show  that  airs  on  PBS  stations 
nationally. 

A  P A N E L  D I S C U S S I O N  F E A T U R I N G  



 Thursday 17

Molecular Biophysics/Struc-
tural Biology Seminar
“Mechanism in Membrane Biol-
ogy: From Protein Kinase C to 
the ESCRTs,” James Hurley; 
6014 BST3, 11 am
UPMC Healthy Lifestyle 
Experience Wellness Fair
WPU Kurtzman Rm., 11 
am-1:30 pm
Epidemiology Seminar
“The Effects of Obesity & 
Sodium on the Vasculature: Pri-
mary Results of the SAVE Clini-
cal Trial,” Kim Sutton-Tyrrell; 
A115 Crabtree, noon
Asian Studies Lecture
“Comparative Health Status of 
Women & Children in Indo-
nesia, the Maldives & Solomon 
Islands,” Astri Ferdiana, epi-
demiology; 4130 Posvar, noon 
(8-7370)
ADRC Lecture
“Anticipatory Grief After a New 
Cognitive Diagnosis,” Linda 
Garand, nursing; ADRC conf. 
rm. S439 Montefiore, noon
Humanities Colloquium
“Property Rights: Autobiogra-
phy & the Ownership of Life,” 
Silvia Molloy, NYU; 602 CL, 
12:30-2 pm
Biostatistics Seminar
Student presentations; A115 
Crabtree, 3 pm
Greensburg Campus Writer’s 
Festival  Reading
Kathleen George, theatre arts; 
Village Coffeehouse, UPG, 4 pm
Civil & Environmental Engi-
neering Lecture
“Fatigue & Fracture: A Chal-
lenge for Existing & Future Steel 
Bridges,” John Fisher, Lehigh; 
FFA aud., 4:30 pm
Bradford Campus Empty 
Bowls & Baskets Dinner
Mukaiyama U Rm., Frame-
Westerberg Commons, UPB, 
5-7 pm
Social Work Budget Cuts 
Forum
2201 CL, 5 pm
French & Italian Seminar
“Into the Dragon’s Den: Ital-

ians Inside the Forbidden Door 
of the Cultural Revolution,” 
Wayne Leavitt; “The Beur at the 
Threshold of Liminality: Bra-
him’s Experience in Beur, Blanc, 
Rouge,” Yahya Laayouni; “Levi’s 
Damned Butterflies: Toward 
an Ethics of Evolution,” Lina 
Insana; 144 CL, 5:30 pm (4-5220) 
Latin American Film
“Ciclovida Lifecycle”; FFA aud., 
6:30 pm
Greensburg Campus Writer’s 
Festival Reading
John Repp; Village Coffeehouse, 
UPG, 7 pm

 Friday 18

Endocrine Conference
“Toward the Development of 
an Artificial Pancreas,” William 
Tamborlane; 1195 Starzl BST, 
8:30 am
HR Retirement Planning 
Symposium
WPU Ballrm., 8:30 am-3 pm
Free Dental Care Day
Pediatric Dentistry Clinic, 369 
Salk, 9 am-4 pm
Computer Science Day
Sennott Square 5th & 6th floor; 
11:30 am-4:30 pm (4-5755)
GI Research Rounds
“Gastrointestinal Stromal 
Tumors,” Anette Duensing; M2 
conf. rm. Presby, noon
ULS Concert
Samoan Cats & The Plat Maps; 
Cup & Chaucer, ground fl. Hill-
man, noon
Greensburg Campus Writer’s 
Festival Discussion
“The Odds,” Kathleen George, 
theatre arts; Millstein Library 
2nd fl., UPG, noon (724/836-
9687)
Biostatistics Seminar
Student presentations; A215 
Crabtree, noon
Senate Budget Policies Com-
mittee Mtg.
512 CL, 12:10 pm
Jewish Studies/Humanities 
Colloquium
“Within the Boundaries: Jews 
& Others in Medieval French 
Culture,” Kirsten Fudeman, Pitt; 

Sharon Kinoshita, UC-Santa 
Cruz, & Deeana Klepper, BU; 
602 CL, 1-4:30 pm
Computer Science Lecture
“Google Sky Map: Reaching 
for the Stars in Mobile Devel-
opment,” John Taylor, Google; 
“Localization of Video Games: 
History & Future,” Ryoichi 
Hasegawa, Sega; 2400 Sennott, 
2 pm
Greensburg Campus Writer’s 
Festival Lecture
“The Art & Craft of New Media,” 
Virginia Montanez; 118 Village, 
UPG, 4 pm
Classics Lecture
“Is Plato’s Political Philosophy 
Totalitarian?” Wolfgang Ber-
nard, U of Rostock; 244A CL, 
4 pm
CMU/Pitt Philosophy Con-
ference
136A Baker, CMU, 4:30 pm (also 
March 19, 10 am; 4-7599)
Greensburg Campus Writer’s 
Festival Lecture
Bill Deasy; 118 Village, UPG, 
7 pm

 Sunday 20

Philosophy of Science Work-
shop
“Embodiment & Adaptation”; 
817 CL, 9:15 am (4-1052)

 Monday 21

Neurobiology of Brain Dys-
function Lecture
“Reward & Addictions,” Michael 
Zigmond & Antoine Douaihy; 
114 Victoria, 9:30-11:30 am
Law Lecture
“Changing the Wind: Demos-
prudence of Law & Social 
Movements,” Lani Guinier, 
Harvard & Gerald Torres, U of 
TX-Austin; Teplitz Courtrm., 
Barco, 6-7:30 pm
Greensburg Campus La Cul-
tura Lecture
“Diversity,  Continuity & 
Change: Material Culture in 
India From the Palaeolithic to the 
Present,” Gwendolyn Kelly, U of 
WI-Madison; 118 Village, 7 pm

 Tuesday 22

GI Journal Club
“Systemic Review/Meta Analy-
sis,” John Scherer & Dhiraj 
Yadav; M2 conf. rm. Presby, 
7:30 am
Blood Drive
WPU lower lounge, 10 am-4 
pm (4-7702)
Office of Research/NCURA 
Workshop
“ABCs of the Federal Cost Prin-
ciples”; S120 Starzl BST, 11:30 
am-3:30 pm (4-7405)
Health Services Research 
Seminar
“Respondent Driving Sampling: 
An Overview,” Matthias Schon-
lau; 305 Parkvale, noon
MWRI Seminar
“Reducing Adolescent Sexual 
Risk Behaviors: The Role of 
Parent-Adolescent Communica-
tion About Sex,” Aletha Akers; 
MWRI 1st fl. conf. ctr., noon
Law Lecture
“Investor Protection in the 
System of European Capital 
Market Law: Legal Foundations 
& Outlook,” Thomas Moellers; 
Alcoa Rm. Barco, noon (8-7023)
Law/Social Work Lecture
“Unto a 3rd Generation: A Call 
to End Child Abuse in 3 Gen-
erations,” Victor Vieth, Winona 
State U; Teplitz Mem. Courtrm. 
Barco, noon (8-5642)
Philosophy of Science Lecture
“Quantum Deviations From 
Einstein Dilation of Unstable 
Quanton Lifetimes,” Gordon 
Fleming, Penn State; 817R CL, 
12:05 pm (4-1052)
Jewish/Women’s Studies Lec-
ture
“Before Stonewall: Early Queer 
Jewish Texts & Narrative Desire,” 

Warren Hoffman, Temple; 2628 
CL, 1-2:30 pm
World History Seminar
“The Civilizational Model of 
World History & the Chal-
lenge of the Global,” Sucheta 
Mazumdar, Duke; 3703 Posvar, 
2-3:30 pm
Pharmacology & Chemical 
Biology Seminar
“Epigenetics & Breast Cancer,” 
Nancy Davidson, UPCI; 1395 
Starzl BST, 3:30 pm
Medieval & Renaissance Stud-
ies Lecture
“In Search of the ‘Clew of 
Ariadne’: Logic, Literature & 
Falling From Grace in the 17th 
Century,” Emma Wilson, Eng-
lish; 602 CL, 4 pm
Classics Lecture
“De Arte Gladiatoria: Recover-
ing Gladiatorial Tactics From 
Artistic Sources,” Steve Tuck, 
Miami U; 202 FFA, 4:30 pm
Jewish Studies Lecture
“Blacks & Jews on Stage & 
Screen,” Warren Hoffman, 
Temple; G30 Benedum, 7-9 pm
Asian Studies/Women’s Stud-
ies Film
“In the Matter of Cha Jung Hee”; 
349 CL, 7:30 pm

 Wednesday 23

Orthopaedic Surgery Grand 
Rounds
“Keinbock’s Disease,” David 
Lunardini; Montefiore 7th fl. 
LHAS aud., 7 am
Orthopaedic Surgery Clinical 
Skills Workshop
John Kelly & Dwight Burney; 
Montefiore 7th fl. LHAS aud., 
8 am-noon
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2010-11 publication schedule
Submit by
March 24
April 7
April 21
May 5
May 19
June 2
June 16
June 30
July 14

For publication
March 31
April 14
April 28
May 12
May 26
June 9
June 23
July 7
July 21

Events occurring
March 31-April 14
April 14-28
April 28-May 12
May 12-26
May 26-June 9
June 9-23
June 23-July 7
July 7-21
July 21-Sept. 1
The University Times events calendar includes Pitt-sponsored events as well as non-Pitt events held on 
a Pitt campus. Information submitted for the calendar should identify the type of event, such as lecture 
or concert, and the program’s specific title, sponsor, location and time. The name and phone number of 
a contact person should be included. Information should be sent by email to: utcal@pitt.edu, by FAX 
to: 412/624-4579, or by campus mail to: 308 Bellefield Hall. We cannot guarantee publication of events 
received after the deadline.

C A L E N D A R

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

March

INTERESTED IN ROWING?
The Pitt Masters Rowing Club is recruiting 
new members. Staff & faculty of all skill levels 
& ages are welcome to join. Includes indoor 
practice sessions & in-season water rowing. For 
more details about club membership, contact 
delraso@pitt.edu.
LAUGHTER YOGA
35 min. of free & friendly laughter/exercise in 
a joke-free zone. No special clothing or equip-
ment needed — just a willingness to have some 
good old-fashioned fun at no one’s expense. 
1st & 3rd Thursdays, 7 pm, First Unitarian 
Church (Morewood & Ellsworth) Shadyside. 
Call 412/271-7660 for more info.

INDEPENDENT PRE-PAID LEGAL 
ASSOCIATE 
Do different. Get different. Part-time business 
opportunity. Contact P. Sallie: 412/758-6743.

ELDER LAW—ESTATE ATTORNEYS 
Michael H. Marks & Associates. Elder law; 
nursing home/Medicaid cost-of-care planning; 
wills; POAs; trusts; probate & estate administra-
tion; real estate. Squirrel Hill: 412/421-8944; 
Monroeville: 412/373-4235; email: michael@
marks-law.com. Free initial consultation. Fees 
quoted in advance. Personal & informative.

OPPORTUNITY

•  $8 for up to 15 words; $9 for 16-30 
words; $10 for 31-50 words.
• For University ads, submit an account 
number for transfer of funds.
• All other ads should be accompanied by 
a check for the full amount made payable 
to the University of Pittsburgh.
• Reserve space by submitting ad copy 
one week prior to publication. Copy and 
payment should be sent to University 
Times, 308 Bellefield Hall, University 
of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh 15260.  
• For more information, call Barbara 
DelRaso, 412/624-4644.

FITNESS

SERVICES

C L A S S I F I E D  
SUBJECTS NEEDED

BLOOD PRESSURE & THE BRAIN
Research study with one MRI and two interview 
sessions seeks healthy adults ages 35-60. Cannot 
have hypertension, heart disease or diabetes. 
$150 compensation. Some invited to repeat 
study in 2 years with additional compensa-
tion. Contact Kim Novak at 412/246-6200 or 
novakkj@upmc.edu.
CAREGIVERS
Are you helping a friend or family member with 
memory loss? The University of Pittsburgh 
School of Nursing invites you to participate in a 
research study about caregiving strategies. The 
study involves a combination of home visits & 
phone calls. A small monetary compensation 
will be provided. Call 1-800/653-9234.
DIABETICS
Do you have diabetes?  The HABIT study 
is being conducted to help you manage your 
medications. Looking for type 2 diabetics 
age 40+ taking diabetes medication; taking 
medication for high blood pressure and/or 
high cholesterol; taking at least one medication 
twice a day. Compensation up to $100. Call 
1-866/681-7556.

Buy it,
sell it

in the

University Times
CLASSIFIEDS!

412/624-4644


