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Doing research on the Internet calls 
into question many long-established 
concepts of research ethics. See pages 
10 & 11.

What takes 60 people 
from across the Uni-
versity more than two 

years to complete? It’s the Uni-
versity’s decennial reaccreditation 
process, which runs from March 
2010, when Pitt submitted a pre-
liminary proposal launching the 
reaccreditation, to spring 2012, 
when the University’s final report 
is due.

Pitt has convened a steering 
committee and three working 
groups, which collectively include 
administrators, faculty, staff and 
students from the five campuses, 
to meet the requirements of the 
Middle States Commission on 
Higher Education, the accrediting 
arm of the Middle States Associa-
tion of Colleges and Schools. The 
Middle States region comprises 
Delaware, the District of Colum-
bia, Maryland, New Jersey, New 
York, Pennsylvania, Puerto Rico, 
the U.S. Virgin Islands and several 
international locations.

The reaccreditation process 
culminates in a site visit by a 
Middle States evaluation team, 
expected in spring 2012, followed 
by a decision by Middle States 
about Pitt’s accreditation status, 
expected in summer or fall 2012. 
Pitt has been accredited by the 

Groups start work on Pitt’s reaccreditation report
Middle States Commission since 
1921.

According to University Reg-
istrar Samuel Conte, who with 
Provost Patricia Beeson co-chairs 
the steering committee, Middle 
States provides general guidelines 
for designing the self-study that 
forms the basis of the commission’s 
review, as well as 14 institutional 
and educational standards that 
must be documented. Middle 
States also allows institutions to 
select from three models in pre-
paring the self-study. 

“Those models are ‘compre-
hensive,’ ‘selected topics’ and 
‘collaborative,’” Conte explained. 
“We chose the selected topics 
model, partly because we’re such 
a big university and it would be 
impossible to cover every pro-
gram, and partly to reflect on the 
culture of assessment that we’ve 
had in place for several years. 
Because assessment is such a big 
part of this process — for all the 
regional accreditors around the 
country — and because we have 
and have had for a number of years 
assessment procedures that have 
grown and improved, I think it 
definitely was the way for us to go.”

(For related stories on Pitt’s stu-
dent assessment strategies, see Feb. 

21, 2008, University Times.) 
Pitt’s resulting selected topic is 

“Using a University-wide Culture 
of Assessment for Continuous 
Improvement,” which includes 
major components on assessment 
of the student experience, assess-
ment of institutional effectiveness 
and demonstration of compliance 
with Middle States standards, 
Conte said. Each of the three 
working groups is responsible 
for preparing a report on one of 
the components. The steering 
committee then will combine the 
reports and prepare the overall 
self-study document. 

Pitt’s self-study design was 
approved by the commission 
following a preliminary site visit 
last week by Pitt’s Middle States 
liaison, Mary Ellen Petrisko, who 
met with the chancellor, Board of 
Trustees representatives,  faculty, 
staff and student representatives.

The Provost’s office developed 
a timeline to keep the University 
on track over the two-plus year 
process, Conte said. “We’ve 
already completed several key 
steps,” including forming the 
working groups in July and charg-
ing them earlier this month, he 
said. The steering committee has 
been meeting monthly since June, 
and beginning in October will get 
a monthly progress update from 
the working group chairs, who 
also sit on the steering committee. 
The next major step, Conte said, 
is in December when the steering 
committee will review the working 
groups’ self-study drafts.

In March 2011, the Middle 
States Commission will select 
a chair and an evaluation team, 
subject to Pitt’s approval.

“Next April, the working 
groups will submit their final 
reports, which the steering com-
mittee will go over. Then in the 
summer a draft of the self-study 
will be sent to the steering com-
mittee and the evaluation team 
chair for a review. At the end of 
August next year, there will be the 
approval of the whole commit-
tee and working groups and the 
Middle States visiting evaluation 
team chair,” Conte said. 

In fall 2011, the University 
community will be invited to com-
ment on the self-study before it is 
finalized for submission, he noted. 
“I’m not sure at this point what 
the mechanism for that will be, 
whether it will be a public forum 
for example, but definitely the 
report will be out there available 
through the University portal,” 
Conte said.  

He said Pitt’s selected topics 
self-study model is designed 
to address the commission’s 14 
required standards, which can be 
covered “substantially” or “par-
tially” under Middle States guide-
lines. “The self-study directly will 
address standard 7, institutional 
assessment, and standard 14, 
assessment of student learning,” 
Conte said.

Pitt’s report also partially 
will address standard 2, plan-
ning, resource allocation and 
institutional renewal; standard 8, 
student admissions and financial 
aid; standard 9, student support 
services; standard 11, educational 
offerings, and standard 12, general 
education, he added.

For the remaining standards 
(1: mission and goals; 3: institu-
tional resources; 4: leadership and 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

For a list of those 
working on Pitt’s 
reaccreditation 

report, see page 7.

Pitt volunteers pitch in

Photos by Kimberly K. Barlow

Hundreds of Pitt 
volunteers teamed 
up to tackle commu-
nity improvement 
projects in Oakland 
and beyond on Sept. 
29 as part of Pitt’s 
annual United Way 
Day of Caring. 

At left: Jen McMil-
lan of the Katz 
Graduate School of 
Business and Bill 
Schlachter of the 
Institute of Politics 
worked together 
to install a bench 
as part of improve-
ments to a park 
along Lawn Street. 
The park expansion 
and upgrades rep-
resent a first step 
in connecting South 
Oakland to the city’s 
bicycle trail system.

At right: Goldy 
Cheng of the Univer-
sity Library System 
was part of a team 
that planted 130 
shrubs and trees 
near the golf course 
in Schenley Park.
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To the editor:
As a former Marine turned 

scientist in the field of regenerative 
medicine, our wounded soldiers 
hold a special place in my heart. 
The Pittsburgh region is making 
a tremendous effort to help heal 
the lives and bodies of soldiers 
injured by the current conflicts. 
To date, over 34,000 members 
of our nation’s armed forces have 
been physically wounded in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. Studies estimate 
that more than 300,000 will suffer 
from the effects of post-traumatic 
stress disorder and traumatic brain 
injury. These injuries are often 
devastating, leaving a formerly 
active young man or woman 
unable to care for themselves. 
While relatives are grateful for 
their return, the round-the-
clock care required to treat these 
wounded warriors often falls on 
their families, giving caregivers 
no choice but to leave their jobs 
and forgo health care of their own.

For this reason, I want to 
highlight the first annual Run for 
the Wounded Warrior, which is 
being held Nov. 13 in Pittsburgh’s 
North Park. This fundraiser is 
being organized to assist service 
members who have been injured 
in the line of duty. Runners and 
walkers have a choice of a 5K or 
a 5-mile distance to choose from. 
All proceeds from the Run for 
the Wounded Warrior will be 
donated to the nonprofit organi-
zation Wounded Warrior Project 
(WWP), and will support a full 
range of programs and services for 
severely injured service members 
and their families. 

WWP provides programs 
and services to assist injured vet-

erans and their families during 
their recovery, rehabilitation and 
transition. Its mission is to honor 
and empower wounded warriors. 
Whether through caregiver 
retreats, combat stress programs, 
career and education services or 
adaptive sporting opportunities, 
Wounded Warrior Project’s vision 
is to help make this generation of 
wounded warriors the most suc-
cessful and well-adjusted in our 
nation’s history. 

This event is being organized 
first and foremost to raise money 
and awareness for the Wounded 
Warrior Project. However, we 
want to take this opportunity to 
highlight what else is happening 
in the Pittsburgh region to specifi-
cally benefit the health and well 
being of the wounded warrior. 
There are countless scientists, 
doctors, companies and many 
others whose focus is regenerative 
medicine techniques to specifi-
cally heal our soldiers. On race day 
we will take the time to highlight 
these efforts. Current sponsors are 
the Pittsburgh Tissue Engineer-
ing Initiative, UPMC Health Plan 
and the University of Pittsburgh’s 
Swanson School of Engineering. 
We are looking for sponsors, 
donations and of course runners/
walkers for this great event. If you 
would like to get involved, please 
contact me and visit www.ptei.org 
for more information.

Let’s support our wounded 
warrior!

Charlotte Emig
Research Program Manager

Pittsburgh Tissue 
Engineering Initiative

cemig@ptei.org

Supporting the wounded warrior

Dependent care support 
by Elsa S. Strotmeyer

The University Senate child care subcommittee (part of the ad 
hoc committee on gender equity) last year changed its name to child 
and dependent care to reflect an expanded mission including all types 
of dependent care. The caregiver role is often taken on by spouses 
or by children for older parents, with more women than men filling 
these roles — often during the peak of their career in their highest 
earning years. Dependent care also encompasses care for a child with 
a disability or chronic health condition. 

The subcommittee examined all dependent care benefits and 
support services available to University employees. These include:

• LifeSolutions (www.hr.pitt.edu/benefits/lifesolutions.
htm). LifeSolutions can help locate dependent care services and 
provides other resources relevant to balancing work-life issues.

• Dependent Care Flexible Spending Account (www.hr.pitt.
edu/benefits/depDayCare.htm). This lets you set aside money from 
your paycheck on a pre-tax basis for day care expenses for eligible 
children or elderly dependents. The limit is $5,000 annually (or  
$2,500 if you are married but file separate federal tax returns).

• Web-based resources for family and caregivers from Pitt’s 
Aging Institute (www.aging.pitt.edu). These include a recorded 
workshop on elder care (http://bit.ly/instituteonaging).

• Long term care insurance (www.hr.pitt.edu/benefits/ltc.
htm). This employee-paid benefit is available to faculty, staff and 
their family members.

A 2009 National Alliance for Caregiving/AARP report found that 
two-thirds of caregivers had arrived at work late, left early or taken 
time off during the day to deal with caregiving issues, and that one 
in five had taken a leave from work for these purposes. Experts say 
that one way to reduce the need for prolonged work absences is to 
offer a flexible work schedule. Because no direct data on caregiv-
ers at the University of Pittsburgh exist, collecting information on 
employee-related caregiving challenges and needs, perhaps through 
a brief web survey, might provide the most complete understand-
ing of the issues caregivers face, as well as providing a sound basis 
for any University policy changes made to address caregiver issues.

Health effects of caregiver stress include increased mental and 
physical illness. By continuing to provide and expand support services 
to employees acting as caregivers, the University will contribute to 
employee wellness as well as increased productivity. 

Due in part to other benefits offered to older employees, Pitt 
was named a top employer for older adults by AARP last year. We 
encourage the University to extend this sensitivity into the area of 
caregiver support and to strive to be a model for other institutions. 
Development of formal policies may be needed to better support 
those faculty who must take a leave for dependent caregiving. This 
could include, for example, changes to the tenure clock. The child 
and dependent care subcommittee plans to benchmark current 
University benefits and services against expert recommendations 
for employee benefits as well as those offered at peer institutions.

We encourage all those with suggestions or concerns regard-
ing support services for caregiving or other issues relevant to the 
subcommittee’s mission to contact us at StrotmeyerE@edc.pitt.edu.

Elsa S. Strotmeyer, chair of the child and dependent care subcommittee, is an 
assistant professor of epidemiology in the Graduate School of Public Health.

Some first impressions
by Patricia Weiss 

We caught up with three new Faculty Assembly representatives 
after an orientation session  and their first meeting Sept. 7. (See Sept. 
16 Senate Matters column introducing them.) Here are their impressions:

Willie Elliott: I am struck by the lack of racial diversity on the 
Faculty Assembly. I was the only African American in the group that 
I noticed. I understand that there may be reasons for this; however, 
it does suggest the need to recruit African Americans for Faculty 
Assembly. It also raises the issue of how well this group’s needs, to the 
degree that its concerns may be unique, are being met. This became 
obvious when we spent 15 minutes of spirited debate on inequality in 
women’s pay, and the potential for racial disparities never came up. 

Colleen Culley: I had never been in Posvar Hall and was 
humbled to be walking toward the building with my campus map 
after 10 years. At the Faculty Assembly (FA) meeting, I was proud 
and relieved to be part of this University after hearing committee 
reports about our stable and competitive benefits plans and salaries. 
I am frankly grateful to be employed in this economy. I appreciated 
the FA outreach program report, since I thought I might be one of 
the only faculty members who did not understand FA and Senate. 
I was struck by how the lack of participation and understanding of 
University government is a microcosm of citizen participation in 
the U.S. government. 

Kevin Kearns: At orientation, I learned about the University’s 
faculty and staff governance structure. I’m somewhat chagrined to 
say that I did not know that Faculty Assembly was different from the 
Senate, and for a few moments I did not actually know to which of 
these governance bodies I had been elected. It is a bit more clear to 
me now. At the Faculty Assembly meeting I was impressed by the 
clarity and thoroughness of the reports. The benchmark report on 
Pitt benefits was particularly well done.                                     

Patricia Weiss is vice president of the University Senate.                      n

Pitt fared much better in 
new 2010-11 World Uni-
versity Rankings issued 

Sept. 16 compared to its position 
in a separate 2010 global rank-
ings list issued earlier this month, 
both by Times Higher Education 
(THE) magazine. (See Sept. 16 
University Times for a story on the 
earlier rankings, which were pub-
lished online Sept. 8.)

The University ranked 64th 
overall in the world on the latter 
list (compared to 119th in the 
previous 2010 rankings) accord-
ing to Times Higher Education, 
a London-based independent 
magazine that reports specifically 
on higher education issues.

According to the publication, 
“Although 2010-11 is the seventh 
year that Times Higher Education 
has published its annual rankings, 
these tables represent a new level 
of sophistication. In light of this, 
the top 200 list and the six subject 
tables we are publishing should 
be considered the first of a new 
annual series, for we have com-
pletely overhauled the methodol-
ogy to deliver our most rigorous, 
transparent and reliable rankings 
tables ever.”

Previous THE world univer-
sity rankings, including the one 
issued earlier this month, were 
compiled in collaboration with 
Quacquarelli Symonds, a global 
company that provides educa-
tional/career information and 
networking.

Now, the magazine editors 
stated, “The Times Higher Edu-
cation World University Rankings 
2010-11 were developed in con-
cert with our new rankings data 
provider, Thomson Reuters, with 
input from more than 50 leading 
figures in the sector from 15 coun-
tries across every continent, and 
through 10 months of extensive 
consultation.”

In addition to the data provided 
by Thomson Reuters, according 
to THE editor Phil Baty, the rank-
ings tables use “for the first time, 
an invitation-only survey of over 
13,000 verified academics.” The 
survey was conducted by Ipsos 
Mori, a market research company 
in the U.K. and Ireland. “This 
ensures that we have very high-

quality data, both qualitative and 
quantitative,” Baty said.

In its Sept. 16 news release, 
THE said the latest list repre-
sented “year zero” for the rankings 
because of the new methodology, 
which “places less importance 
on reputation and heritage than 
in previous years and gives more 
weight to hard measures of excel-
lence in all three core elements of 
a university’s mission: research, 
teaching and knowledge transfer.”

The two rankings lists vary 
greatly. For example, the top five 
institutions on the Sept. 16 list 
were Harvard, California Institute 
of Technology, MIT, Stanford 
and Princeton. The previously 
published list’s top five were 
University of Cambridge, U.K., 
Harvard, Yale, University College 
London and MIT.

In addition to Pitt, other Penn-
sylvania institutions that made 
both lists were Penn at No. 19 
(No. 12 in the earlier list); Carn-
egie Mellon at No. 20 (No. 34 in 
the earlier list), and Penn State at 
No. 109 (No. 98 in the earlier list).

Among the 72 U.S. institutions 

that appear on the Sept. 16 list of 
the top 200 institutions world-
wide, Pitt ranked 38th, similar to 
its 39th ranking overall among 53 
U.S. institutions ranked on the 
earlier list.

The magazine also has begun 
publishing new rankings of top 
universities by subject. The 
first rankings in the subject area 
engineering and technology were 
published Sept. 23. Pitt was not 
among the top 50 listed.

The magazine expects to 
publish five other subject area top 
rankings in succeeding weeks: life 
sciences (to be published Sept. 30); 
clinical, pre-clinical and health 
(Oct. 7); physical sciences (Oct. 
14); social sciences (Oct. 21), and 
arts and humanities (Oct. 28).

Information on the Sept. 
16 2010-11 World University 
Rankings is available at www.
timeshighereducation.co.uk/
world-university-rankings/.

Information on the Sept. 8 
rankings is available at www.
topuniversities.com/university-
rankings.
—Peter Hart                           n

Pitt higher in 2nd global ranking
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Pitt is included in a just-
released, but long antici-
pated, doctoral program 

report from the National Research 
Council (NRC), part of the 
National Academies.

The report, “A Data-based 
Assessment of Research Doctorate 
Programs in the United States,” 
issued Sept. 28, covers more than 
5,000 U.S. programs in 62 fields 
at 212 institutions. Pitt is rated in 
38 program areas (see chart).

NRC has assessed the quality 
of research doctoral programs in 
U.S. universities twice previously, 
in 1982 and 1995. The methodol-
ogy of the current study, however, 
represents a significant departure 
from that of the earlier reports.

The methodology also is not 
without controversy, primarily 
because of the age of the report’s 
data, all of which pertain to the 
academic year 2005-06. Data 
were collected in late fall 2006 and 
spring 2007 via surveys of univer-
sities, programs, faculty and, in a 
few subject areas, students.

For the rankings, NRC used 
survey data on 20 variables 
related to scholarly productivity 
of program faculty, effectiveness 
of doctoral education, research 
resources, demographic charac-
teristics of students and faculty, 
resources available to doctoral 
students and characteristics of the 
doctoral program.  

The report covers such char-
acteristics as faculty publications, 

grants and awards; student GRE 
scores, student financial support 
and employment outcomes; and 
program size, median time to 
degree and faculty composition. 
Measures of faculty and student 
diversity also are included.

NRC used four campus-based 
data collection instruments to 
derive the ratings. An institu-
tional questionnaire collected 
institutional data, and a program 
questionnaire asked about pro-
grams and faculty participating 
in the programs.

Faculty members were sur-
veyed with a faculty questionnaire, 
and a subset also were surveyed 
in the rating-of-program-quality 
questionnaire (what NRC refers 
to as the “anchoring study”).  

In a departure from traditional 
single-ordinal rankings compar-
ing programs, each program in the 
NRC report received an overall 
rating range (for example, 14-35), 
as well as ranges of rankings for 
three dimensions of program 
quality: research activity; student 
support and outcomes, and diver-
sity of the academic environment.

According to NRC, this system 
is designed to countermand the 
inherent differences among raters, 
statistical uncertainty and vari-
ability in year-to-year data.

NRC cautioned, “These illus-
trative rankings should not be 
interpreted as definitive conclu-
sions about the relative quality of 
doctoral programs, nor are they 

endorsed as such by the National 
Research Council. Rather, they 
demonstrate how the data can be 
used to rank programs based on 
the importance of particular char-
acteristics to various users — in 
this case, to faculty at participating 
institutions.”

The approach used to generate 
the ranking ranges incorporates 
both data on program character-
istics and faculty values, the report 
explained. 

“For each program, the study 
analyzed data on 20 characteris-
tics, ‘weighing’ the data according 
to the characteristics valued most 
by faculty in that field. Thus, the 
weights on which the rankings 
are based are derived from the 
faculty in each field. The rankings 
are given in broad ranges rather 
than as single numbers, to reflect 
some of the uncertainties inherent 
in any effort to rank programs by 
quality.”

According to the NRC report, 
for each program, two illustrations 
of rankings for overall program 
quality are given, based on two 
different methods of discerning 
what faculty in each field believe 
is important in a high-quality 
doctoral program:

• The S- (for survey-based) 
rankings are based on a survey 
that asked faculty to rate the 
importance of the 20 different 
program characteristics in deter-
mining the quality of a program. 

Long-awaited rankings of 
doctoral programs released

Pitt officials generally 
pleased with rankings

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

Provost Patricia Beeson                  A&S Dean N. John Cooper

Pitt senior administrators generally are pleased with new 
national rankings in a doctoral program report released 
this week from the National Research Council (NRC).

Overall, Provost Patricia Beeson said, Pitt’s programs did quite 
well in the NRC study.

“We had a number of programs that advanced, as far as we can 
tell, from where they were in 1995, some of them spectacularly so. 
If we look at [molecular] pharmacology, it could be one of the top 
two or three in the country; microbiology is another one,” she said.

Other Pitt programs that did well in the report are bioengineer-
ing, biostatistics, epidemiology, neuroscience, nursing, philosophy 
and psychology, the provost said. Many others showed marked 
improvement in the report, including computer science, math-
ematics and political science, she noted.

When asked if she was surprised by anything in the report, 
Beeson mentioned the ratings of English, which she said did not 
reflect its true quality. “I know the English department is better 
than the data show. I’ve seen the faculty CVs, I know what they 
have accomplished, I know they have a very strong program. And 
it’s not just my opinion. They’re one of the highest ranked in 
terms of placement of students and that is something we think is 
very important, but is not weighted so highly in the NRC study,” 
Beeson said.

“It’s also the case that the humanities were the most difficult 
for the NRC to come up with quantitative measures and weights 
that are meaningful. In some of the programs you’ll notice the 
ranges are incredibly wide. It’s not just Pitt’s. In these weights, size 
of the program ended up being really important. But for some of 
our programs, we don’t want them to be really big, because we 
want to be able to focus on mentoring our graduate students and 
placing the graduate students,” she said.

In a separate interview, Arts and Sciences Dean N. John Cooper 
said, “The whole objective was to make the study less of a beauty 
contest than some rankings are, and for it to be useful to those 
interested in graduate education, including faculty and prospective 
students, and I think it succeeds in doing that.” 

Cooper noted, “The data are dated and the world of academia 
does change. For example, if a department was in the middle of 
hiring a lot of assistant professors in 2005, that would affect the 
picture.”

Regarding the 20 variables in the study, Cooper said, “It’s a 
little of a one-size-fits-all. For example with publications, it’s rather 
arbitrary that [in the evaluation] NRC equates five articles to one 
book. Depending on the field, five articles could be a goodly amount 
of publication or a not so strong amount,” Cooper pointed out.

“The same is true for citations, which are critical measures of 
how important published work is. But they are valued differently, 
carry different weights, according to the discipline,” he said.

“One thing that stood out for me was how much our psychol-
ogy graduate education had improved since the 1995 report. I 
think that reflects the fact that we have devoted resources to the 
program, in terms of hiring outstanding faculty. The Arts and Sci-
ences component of psychology since 2002 has been centralized 
in Sennott Square, which promotes collaboration and is better 
for the recruitment of grad students and gives the department an 
atmosphere conducive for learning,” Cooper said.

“We have a lot of really excellent faculty in Arts and Sciences 
and we can certainly look at some of the data and say, How are the 
faculty resources coming together to improve graduate education? 
How can we expand our efforts in that area?” he said.

“This is, after all, the National Research Council, so we have to 
take the report seriously and we do. It is data-based and I’m pleased 
with what I’ve seen overall in Arts and Sciences. This particular 
study led us to collect different data than before, and some of that 
data correspond to our measuring what we’ve been doing, so the 
data collection process was very useful for us.”
—Peter Hart                                                                               n
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NRC grad rankings released
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

Based on their answers, each char-
acteristic was assigned a weight; 
these weights varied by field. The 
weights then were applied to the 
data for each program in the field, 
resulting in a range of rankings for 
each program.

• The R- (or regression-
based) rankings are based on an 
indirect way of determining the 
importance faculty attach to vari-
ous characteristics. (A regression 
analysis measures the relationship 
between a dependent variable 
and one or more independent 
variables.)

According to the report, 
“groups of randomly selected fac-
ulty were asked to rate the quality 
of a sample of representative pro-
grams in their field. Based on the 
sample program ratings, weights 
were assigned to each of the 20 
characteristics using statistical 
techniques; again, these weights 
varied by field.”

These weights were applied 
to the data about each program, 
resulting in a second range of 
rankings, the report states.

“Each approach yielded a dif-
ferent set of weights, and therefore 
resulted in different ranges of 
rankings. In the S-rankings, for 
example, faculty in most fields 
placed the greatest weight on 
characteristics related to faculty 
research activity, such as per capita 
publications or the percentage of 
faculty with grants. Therefore, 
programs that are strong in those 
characteristics tend to rank higher.  
Such characteristics were also 
weighted heavily in the R-rankings 
for many fields, but program size 
(measured by numbers of PhDs 
produced by the program aver-
aged over five years) frequently 
was the characteristic with the 
largest weight in determining 
these rankings.”

The degree of uncertainty in 
the rankings, according to the 
NRC report, “is quantified in 
part by calculating the S- and 
R-rankings of each program 500 
times. The resulting 500 rankings 
were numerically ordered and the 
lowest and highest five percent 
were excluded. Thus, the 5th 

and 95th percentile rankings — 
in other words, the 25th highest 
ranking and the 475th highest 
ranking in the list of 500 — define 
each program’s range of rankings.”

For example, Pitt’s program in 
anthropology received a rankings 
range of 11-45 in the regression 
(R-rankings) table, with the 11 
representing the 5th percentile 
rankings and the 45 the 95th 
percentile rankings, or the middle 
90 percent. Viewed another way, 
the program can claim that it 
ranked between 11th and 45th 
overall with 90 percent statistical 
certainty.

Each program also received 
separate sets of rankings for 
research activity; student support 
and outcomes, and diversity of 
the academic environment, using 
the S-rankings formula described 
above.

The data are reported in Excel 
spreadsheets that list the rated 
programs in a given field alpha-
betically. The full report is avail-
able at http://www.nap.edu/rdp/.
—Peter Hart                          n

A new report released 
this week on rankings 
of national doctoral 

programs includes 38 of Pitt’s 
programs (see chart on page 3). 
The National Research Council 
(NRC) report, “A Data-based 
Assessment of Research Doctorate 
Programs in the United States,” 
has good points and bad, according 
to Provost Patricia Beeson, who as 
vice provost for graduate studies 
oversaw Pitt’s data collection for 
the NRC report.

Beeson told the University 
Times, “The NRC study reflects 
an unprecedented collection of 
data on research doctorate pro-
grams in the U.S. using a very 
complex methodology to try to 
summarize what these data say. 
We will be sorting through and 
interpreting this information for 
quite some time, but from our 
initial analysis, the University’s 
doctorate programs did quite 
well, with the majority showing 
improvement even in comparison 
to the very different system used 
in the last [1995] NRC study.”

There are several aspects of 
the report’s methodology that 
need to be considered, however, 
she said. “The NRC took on a 
very important project, and set 
for itself an almost an impossible 
task, in that what they want to do 
is use quantitative, objective data. 
They took the right approach: 
Get the data and evaluate data to 
see what they have to say about 
the relative strengths of doctoral 
programs. However, how they 
chose to use these data is subjec-
tive. They have collected some 50 
variables, although they used only 
20 [in this analysis],” Beeson said.

“I might have chosen some 
other variables. For example, they 
chose as their research measure the 
percent of the faculty who have 
grants. But it could be that they 
have a $10,000 grant, it could be a 
$1 million grant. It was just a yes/
no question. It illustrates again 
that what’s important in a doctoral 
program may be different from 
one person to another, so there is 
no one single set of measures that 
is definitive,” she said.

“How you rank a particular 
program depends on what’s 
important to you,” she said. 
“They’ve chosen two ways we 
might think about what’s impor-
tant, one of them by asking faculty: 
‘What do you think is important?’ 
and then using that they created 
the ‘S-rankings.’ The other one 
they said to the faculty, ‘Which 
programs do you think are good?’ 
and then they tried to statistically 
infer what the weights would 
have to be to come up with that 
‘R-ranking.’ Those are what we 
would call more ‘revealed prefer-
ences’ for what’s important.”

Beeson also noted that the 
universities chose which programs 
to supply data for and which ones 
not to enter into the study.

“Take nursing. There are 55 
programs that are ranked, but 
there are 120-130 that actually 
grant PhDs. We’re rated very 
highly there. But that means we’re 
up at the top of a very select group, 
because there are another 70 or so 
that didn’t even bother to put the 
information in. The same is true 
with most of these programs. The 
number of programs evaluated are 
just a subset of all the doctoral 
programs in that field,” she said.

Pitt entered most programs 
that were eligible under NRC 
guidelines. Some smaller pro-
grams did not qualify to be assessed 
in the report. “You had to have 
awarded a certain number of 
doctoral degrees over a certain 
amount of time, for example,” 
she said. “There were a few other 
areas with overlapping programs 
that we had to decide which one 
to put them in.”

The fact that the study’s data 
are five years old is a concern for 
everyone who uses the report, 
Beeson maintained.

“The University of Pittsburgh 
has changed dramatically since 
2005 and we’d like to see that 
captured. The data were collected 
from the faculty who were in place 
in 2005, a snapshot of our faculty 
at that date. And if you look at 
the graduate students and at the 
‘median time to degree’ measure, 
that median time to degree is for 

students who started a long time 
before that, because they had to 
have graduated by then. So there 
are other things that are reaching 
back even further than 2005,” she 
noted.

“Do we wish the report is more 
current? Of course we do. The 
report tells us how far we advanced 
between 1995 and 2005-06 but 
can’t tell us how we’ve advanced 
in the past five years. That said, it’s 
not that’s it’s useless information, 
because we can use it to help us 
to continue to build strong pro-
grams here. When the data were 
first collected, probably 30 or 40 
of the AAU schools shared their 
data and we’ve already used that 
to compare some of our graduate 
programs. We were able to look 
at sizes of graduate programs, fel-
lowships that we offer, how much 
support we were providing for 

graduate students, and get some 
sense of where we were. And as 
a result of that we did do some 
more investing in our graduate 
fellowships,” Beeson said.

Another positive feature of 
the report is that the rankings 
are posted as ranges, rather than 
single numbers, she said.

“When you look at the U.S. 
News rankings, and they say one 
program is No. 15 and another is 
No. 16 and another is No. 17, are 
they really different? It probably 
means  that No. 15 is strong in 
this area and No. 17 is strong in 
that area, so it goes back to what 
weights you attach to those differ-
ent things,” Beeson said.

“This report provides a variety 
of ways of thinking about things 
from the standpoint of a student 
looking into a graduate program. 
If what matters to you is placement 

— getting a job in an academic 
setting — then you don’t need to 
look at the overall rankings, but 
to look at the data on placement,” 
she said.

“But what makes this study of 
value is that you can drill down 
to the underlying data and we’ve 
already started looking at that. We 
can look at that for each of these 
20 variables and how we compare 
with other institutions. And not 
just 20, because there are data on 
the 50 or more variables that were 
gathered,” the provost noted.

“We think it’s important for 
our students to have support that’s 
sufficient that they can devote 
themselves to their studies. We 
can compare with other institu-
tions. We did pretty well on those 
support measures, in fact very well, 
and that was reassuring to us.”
—Peter Hart                           n

Provost: Doctoral program report has good/bad points

Although three of Pennsyl-
vania’s four state-related 
universities have submit-

ted their appropriation requests to 
the state Department of Education 
for the upcoming fiscal year,  Pitt 
received an extension beyond 
the Sept. 24 deadline. Paul A. 
Supowitz, vice chancellor for 
governmental relations, said the 
University likely will submit its 
request before early next week. 

Supowitz said it’s not unusual 
for the University to request an 
extension. “We just wanted a little 
more time,” he said.

The appropriation request, 
usually made in late September, 
is an early step in the state budget 
process. After state departments 
submit their budgets, Penn-
sylvania’s governor typically 
announces his proposed budget 
for the upcoming fiscal year on 
the first Tuesday in February. 
House and Senate appropriations 
committees then hold hearings 
on the budget during February 
and March before a budget bill is 

University delays FY12 apropriation request
introduced. Final passage of a new 
state budget is due before the July 
1 start of the fiscal year.

Funding for the state-related 
universities was held flat for FY11, 
which began July 1. Excluding 
medical school funding, Pitt’s 
FY11 appropriation totaled $168 
million, including $7.5 million in 
American Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act (ARRA) funds. 

Penn State’s appropriation was 
$333.86 million, including $15.8 
million in ARRA funds; Temple’s 
was $172.7 million, including 
$7.76 million in ARRA funds and 
Lincoln’s totaled $13.78 million, 
including $159,000 in ARRA 
funds. 

Under the current law, ARRA 
funding for higher education is set 
to expire this fiscal year, fueling 
worries about a federal “funding 
cliff” in the coming fiscal year.

q
Penn State is asking for a 5 

percent ($17.2 million) increase 
in commonwealth support that 
would bring its appropriation to 

$364.2 million in FY12. With that 
level of support, Penn State said 
it would hold tuition increases 
for Pennsylvania students to 2.9 
percent at regional campuses and 
4.9 percent at the main campus. 
Tuition for out-of-state students 
would rise 2.9 percent at regional 
campuses and 3.5 percent on the 
main campus.

A Temple spokesperson said 
the school’s request for a 6.4 
percent increase for FY12 would 
restore its appropriation to the 
FY09 enacted amount. Temple 
was allocated $175.5 million 
for FY09 but midyear budget 
cuts ordered by Gov. Edward 
G. Rendell took back 6 percent 
from the state-related universities’ 
appropriations.

Lincoln University President 
Ivory Nelson told the University 
Times his institution has asked for 
the same amount it requested last 
year: $26 million. 

That would represent an 89 
percent increase over FY11, given 
that the school’s appropriation of 

$13.78 million was only slightly 
more than half the requested 
amount. 

Nelson said given that the FY11 
appropriation didn’t improve from 
the previous year, he expects little 
or no increase for FY12, especially 
given the bleak state revenue 
picture. 

However, he noted, a new 
administration will be in place 
in Harrisburg for the upcoming 
budget, making it difficult to 
predict what may be in store for 
higher education funding. 

q
In a Sept. 22 University 

Update, Chancellor Mark A. 
Nordenberg counted state fund-
ing among the economic worries 
that Pitt faces. 

“Despite the many victories 
of the past year, though, many of 
our most serious challenges have 
persisted. For example, the city’s 
pension problems, which led to 
the ‘tuition tax’ proposal, have not 
been solved,” he stated. 

“Even worse, the city’s pen-

sion problems are dwarfed by the 
state’s pension problems, and the 
state’s budget challenges go far 
beyond underfunded pensions, 
with some experts predicting that 
total short-term shortfalls will be 
measured in the billions of dollars. 
At least under existing law, this is 
the last year of federal stimulus 
funding, which means that we 
soon will confront what has come 
to be known as the federal ‘fund-
ing cliff.’ Public transportation 
problems recently have become 
the focus of real concern, particu-
larly in this region,” Nordenberg 
stated.

“Most obviously, we have not 
moved beyond troubled times. In 
fact, it seems likely that even more 
daunting challenges may await us. 
To take just the single most obvi-
ous example, the federal funding 
cliff could present very serious 
difficulties, as could almost any 
of these other issues, with pos-
sible consequences becoming even 
more severe if some combination 
of them were to hit us at once,” 
he stated, offering optimism in 
recognition of Pitt’s success in 
meeting past challenges.
—Kimberly K. Barlow            n



SEPTEMBER 30, 2010

5

Proposed changes to federal 
financial conflict of inter-
est rules for researchers 

funded by Public Health Service 
(PHS) entities — including the 
National Institutes of Health 
— could put more investigators 
under the microscope.

That, in turn, could create 
more work for department heads 
as well as for Pitt’s conflict of inter-
est committee and the affiliated 
Conflict of Interest Office, which 
supports the committee.

The PHS is proposing a lower 
threshold for defining significant 
financial interests (SFIs) from 
the current $10,000 to $5,000; 
changing which financial interests 
count toward that threshold, and 
increasing the amount of informa-
tion that must be reported to the 
PHS funding agency.

The proposed rule also would 
require institutions to post certain 
information about researchers’ 
financial conflicts of interest on 
a publicly available web site and 
require investigators to complete 
conflict of interest training before 
engaging in funded research and 
every two years thereafter.

According to NIH, the regu-
lations would affect the approxi-
mately 5,000 institutions that 
apply for PHS funding each 
year  and  the  estimated  40,500  
research investigators who have 
SFIs.

David Wehrle, director of 
Pitt’s Conflict of Interest Office, 
said his office has been telling 
investigators that proposed new 
regulations are in the works 
whenever presentations are made 
to University groups. 

Wehrle said he feels the 
University community is aware 
of conflict of interest issues and 
that investigators here have a 
good knowledge of COI rules. 
In addition to the University’s 
conflict of interest policies, the 
Schools of the Health Sciences and 
UPMC have a stringent industry 
relationship policy aimed at keep-
ing the activities of faculty, staff 
and students free from influence 
that could be attributed to gifts or 
improper financial relationships 
with industry.

At Pitt, COI disclosures must 
be filed annually, and investigators 
whose protocols are reviewed by 
the Institutional Review Board 
(IRB) or Institutional Animal Care 
and Use Committee (IACUC) 
face COI questions as part of those 
processes as well.

“If the threshold is lowered to 
$5,000, it is going to bring more 
people into the COI management 
system,” Wehrle said.

He said in the last fiscal year 
his office handled 275 potential 
conflicts — including 40 involv-
ing sponsored research and 44 
each related to IRB and IACUC 
protocols.

While disclosure alone is suf-
ficient for some kinds of conflicts, 
others require more extensive 
management that could include 
forbidding an investigator with an 
SFI from being principal investi-
gator (PI) of a project.

Some investigators, to avoid 
crossing the $10,000 threshold, 
include language in contracts that 
remuneration can’t surpass that 
amount, he said. However, with 
a lower threshold, some faculty 
simply may choose not to risk their 
status as PI and instead bow out 
of their industry collaborations.

Wehrle stressed that a deci-
sion has yet to be made for how 

the University might handle SFIs 
between $5,000 and $10,000. 
Simply because a smaller SFI 
would require disclosure wouldn’t 
necessarily mean that the solution 
would involve PI exclusion as part 
of the management plan, he said.

Public comments
Public comments on the 

proposed rule change are in the 
hands of NIH regulation officers 
but there is no timeline for  when 
a final rule might be issued. Aca-
demic groups are asking that any 
new requirements be phased in 
and full implementation delayed 
until October 2013.

Jerome L. Rosenberg, chair 
of Pitt’s conflict of interest com-
mittee, was among those submit-
ting comments on the proposed 
rulemaking titled “Responsibil-
ity of Applicants for Promoting 
Objectivity in Research for Which 
Public Health Service Funding is 
Sought and Responsible Prospec-
tive Contractors.”  

Relationships between uni-
versity researchers and industry 
require a delicate balance, Rosen-
berg told the University Times. 
On the one hand, the 1980 Bayh-
Dole Act encourages the spinoff 
of publicly funded university 
discoveries to the marketplace or 
bedside; on the other, it’s impor-
tant to ensure that research is not 
biased by the financial interests of 
its investigators, he said.

“There have been a few bad 
cases where there are conflicts,” 
Rosenberg said. “It’s unfortunate 
that a few bad cases require we 
have a superstructure that affects 
every researcher.”

If the proposed changes are put 
into place, investigators will have 
to report more SFIs and Pitt’s COI 
committee will have to deal with 
more disclosures, Rosenberg said. 

The University’s concerns also 
are reflected as part of comments 
filed by organizations in which Pitt 
participates, including the Council 
on Governmental Relations, and 
in comments jointly submitted 
by the Association of American 
Medical Colleges, Association 
of American Universities, the 
American Council on Education 
and the Association of Public and 
Land-grant Universities. 

According to the NIH Office 
of Extramural Research, after 
the submitted public comments 
are studied, regulations will be 
issued in the form of a final rule, 
which typically takes effect 30 days 

after its publication in the Federal 
Register. 

In response to questions from 
the University Times, represen-
tatives of the office stated, “We 
have been thoroughly studying the 
many comments received from the 
public in response to the [notice 
of proposed rulemaking] public 
comment period that ended on 
Aug. 19, 2010. We expect to know 
more in the upcoming months 
about the timing for when the 
final rule might be issued.” 

Pitt’s comment
In the University’s comment 

to the NIH, Rosenberg noted 
that Pitt faculty and staff filed 
908 reports of financial interests 
in the past fiscal year through the 
University’s online COI reporting 
system. Pitt submitted to the PHS 
agencies six reportable identified 
SFIs that could have affected the 
design, conduct or reporting of 
newly PHS-funded research.

He predicted that the proposed 
rule could cause the 908 reports 
to rise to 2,000 or more. 

Unlike many institutions, Pitt 
decentralizes the COI response 
process, which means that addi-
tional work initially will fall to 
department chairs and division 
chiefs. Those administrators ini-
tially review their subordinates’ 
COI disclosures to determine 
proper management of potential 
conflicts of interest, before passing 
them on to higher administration, 
Rosenberg said.

In the University’s comment, 
Rosenberg argued that having 
different financial thresholds for 
different federal funding agencies 
would be problematic. Currently 
the $10,000 threshold is consis-
tent between PHS agencies and 
the National Science Founda-
tion, another significant research 
funder. 

“We think the Public Health 
Service should try to have uniform 
reporting requirements for all its 
agencies,” he said.

Lowering the financial thresh-
old to $5,000 would make “lots 
more work,” Rosenberg said. In 
addition to being an easier line to 
cross, the lower threshold would 
be exceeded more often because, 
under the proposed rule change,  
remuneration and equity would 
be lumped together, rather than 
being considered separately as 
they are now. 

For example, Rosenberg said, 
if an investigator had $3,000 

in equity in a company and 
received $3,000 in consulting 
fees, it wouldn’t cross a $5,000 
SFI threshold now because the 
amounts would be considered 
separately. But under the proposed 
rule, they would be combined, 
pushing the total over the $5,000 
threshold.

The broader scrutiny may not 
be well received. “Faculty may feel 
Big Brother is looking over their 
shoulder,” he said.

In Pitt’s comment, Rosenberg 
expressed disagreement with the 
proposal to exclude remuneration 
only from government agencies or 
educational institutions. (The cur-
rent rule excludes remuneration 
from all nonprofit agencies from 
the SFI computations.)

“Although we agree that remu-
neration from nonprofit entities 
funded in large part by for-profit 
entities should be included in the 
evaluation of SFI, we feel that 
remuneration from many catego-
ries of nonprofit entities should 
continue to be excluded, such as 
the American Cancer Society or 
the American Psychiatric Associa-
tion,” Rosenberg urged in Pitt’s 
comment.

Rosenberg also argued that 
reimbursement of travel expenses 
should be excluded from SFI, as 
should payment for editorial ser-
vices. Noting that many faculty 
members are editors or section 
editors for journals, Rosenberg 
said, “I can’t see there’s a financial 
conflict for participating in edito-
rial services.”

Travel expenses for profes-
sional meetings or to consult with 
nonprofit organizations should 
be excluded both for practical 
reasons — “Sometimes faculty 
receive tickets and don’t know how 
much money is involved” — and 
in principle — “It doesn’t involve 
a financial conflict of interest if 
they’re doing it for nonprofit 
organizations,” he said. 

The University’s comment 
also argued that only licensed 
patents and copyrights, not mere 
ownership of a patent, should be 
included as intellectual property 
counted toward the threshold. 
“Placing the very ownership of 
a patent within the definition of 
SFI could discourage investigators 
from applying for patents,” Pitt’s 
letter stated.

Disclosure requirements
Current regulations require 

investigators to determine and 

report the SFIs related to research 
funded by PHS agencies. The 
proposal would expand SFIs to 
include financial interests related 
to a researcher’s institutional 
duties and would shift to the 
institution the responsibility for 
determining whether the SFI 
relates to the funded research and 
is a financial conflict of interest.

The proposed rule also would 
require institutions to post infor-
mation about investigators’ SFIs 
on a publicly available web page.

In the University’s comment, 
Rosenberg argued in favor of a 
single web site maintained by 
PHS rather than individual sites 
managed by each institution.

Wehrle agreed, noting that 
the web site requirement would 
mean his office would need to 
develop a page and keep it updated. 
Promoting transparency is good, 
but it would be easier for the 
public to have one central loca-
tion rather than go to individual 
university web sites to look up an 
investigator’s research to check 
into potential conflicts, he said.

Financial conflict of 
interest management

The proposed rule would 
require institutions to implement 
a management plan for all identi-
fied financial conflicts of interest. 
The current rule does not specify 
how an institution must comply.

Reporting currently must be 
done before awarded funds are 
spent or within 60 days for con-
flicts that arise later. Under the 
proposal, reporting would need 
to include annual updates on 
any identified financial conflict 
of interest for the length of the 
research project.

While institutions currently 
must report only basic information 
about identified financial conflicts 
of interest to the funding agency, 
the proposed rule would require 
more details, including the dollar 
value of the financial interest, the 
nature of the financial conflict 
of interest and highlights of the 
management plan.

Training
Current rules don’t require 

investigators to have COI train-
ing, but the proposed rule would 
require training before the funded 
research is started and every two 
years thereafter.

Currently Pitt investigators are 
required to undergo COI training 
once, but retraining isn’t required, 
Rosenberg said. Although the 
University’s comment didn’t 
address the issue, Rosenberg 
said the larger organizations are 
arguing that it should be left to 
the institutions to decide when 
additional training is needed.

q
In his conclusion to the Uni-

versity’s comments, Rosenberg 
stated, “Ensuring that science 
is free from any bias that may 
result from investigators’ outside 
financial interests is an important 
goal, but it is a goal that requires 
recognition by PHS that some 
industry interactions are entirely 
appropriate to the translation of 
basic research into useful innova-
tions.”

q
To view background docu-

ments or comments on the pro-
posed rulemaking, go to www.
regulations.gov and search using 
the docket number NIH-2010-
0001 as the keyword.
—Kimberly K. Barlow             n
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School of Arts and Sciences fac-
ulty members Anthony A. Grace 
and James F. Woodward each 
has been named a Distinguished 
Professor, effective Sept. 1. Grace 
has been named Distinguished 
Professor of Neuroscience and 
Woodward has been named Dis-
tinguished Professor of History 
and Philosophy of Science. 

The rank of Distinguished 
Professor recognizes extraordi-
nary, internationally recognized 
scholarly attainment in an indi-
vidual discipline or field.

A professor of neuroscience, 
psychiatry and psychology, Grace 
serves on Pitt’s Center for Neu-
roscience’s executive and faculty 
admissions committees and on the 
MD and PhD degree supervisory 
committee. 

Grace’s research interests lie at 
the interface of neurobiology and 
psychiatry. He has been involved 
for more than 30 years in trans-
lational research related to the 
limbic system and schizophrenia. 
His early work pioneered the 

2 named Distinguished Professor
identification and characterization 
of dopamine-containing neurons.

Grace’s most recent work 
involves examining the interac-
tions of several brain regions with 
known involvement in psychiatric 
disorders and drug abuse and 
determining how these interac-
tions are disrupted by stress. He 
has used the methylazoxymetha-
nol acetate developmental model 
of schizophrenia, which was 
developed in his lab. Employ-
ing this model, his lab now has 
advanced GABAergic drugs that 
may be effective in the treatment 
of schizophrenia.

Additional studies are aimed at 
examining plasticity in the limbic 
system, with a particular focus 
on the amygdala, in response to 
chronic stress exposure and to 
drugs of abuse in animal models 
of drug addiction, craving and 
affective disorders. 

Grace served on the Schizo-
phrenia International Research 
Society board of directors and the 
Schizophrenia Research Forum 

scientific advisory board in 2005; 
he currently serves on the Council 
of the American College of Neu-
ropsychopharmacology.

In 2008, he received the CINP-
Lilly Neuroscience Basic Research 
Award for his research into the 
biological bases of psychiatric 
disorders. The award is presented 
by the Collegium Internationale 
Neuro-Psychopharmacologicum 
and pharmaceutical company Eli 
Lilly to a researcher younger than 
age 55 who has made significant 
contributions to the understand-
ing of the nervous system.

Grace earned his undergradu-
ate degree in psychology and biol-
ogy from Allegheny College and 
his PhD in pharmacology from 
Yale University.

Woodward came to the De-
partment of History and Philoso-
phy of Science at the beginning of 
the 2010-11 academic year from 
California Institute of Technol-
ogy, where he was the J.O. and 
Juliette Koepfli Professor of 
Humanities. 

Anthony A. Grace                             James F. Woodward

Woodward’s research covers 
a number of different areas, 
including theories of causation, 
the philosophy of psychology and 
the philosophy of social science. 
Among his interests is the empiri-
cal psychology of causal learning 
and judgment.

He is part of a multidisciplinary 
project through the James S. 
McDonnell Foundation to explore 
the relationship between formal 
theories and actual observations 
of how children and adults learn 
about causal relationships. The 
basis of the project is that theory 
and experimental work should 
complement one another.

Woodward’s own work in this 
area, the book “Making Things 
Happen: A Theory of Causal 
Explanation,” won the 2005 
Lakatos Award, which is endowed 
by the Geneva-based Latsis Foun-
dation and given annually for an 
outstanding contribution to the 
philosophy of science field. 

Woodward also is interested 
in moral psychology and empiri-
cal ethics, that is, studying how 
people behave in moral situations 
and the psychological mechanisms 
that dictate that behavior. 

Woodward currently serves as 

president-elect of the Philosophy 
of Science Association, which 
publishes the scholarly journal 
Philosophy of Science; organizes 
conventions; awards prizes for 
notable work, and promotes dis-
cussion and research.

Woodward received his bach-
elor’s degree from Carleton Col-
lege in 1968 and his PhD from 
the University of Texas in 1977.n
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Learner-centered teaching 
and authentic learning are the 
topics of the fall term’s faculty 
book and article roundtable 
discussions.

The book and article 
discussions, now in their 
sixth year, are sponsored by 
the Center for Instructional 
Development and Distance 
Education (CIDDE) in con-
junction with the Provost’s 
Advisory Council on Instruc-
tional Excellence.

Faculty-led book discus-
sions are set for Oct. 19 and 
21. This year’s text is the 2002 
book, “Learner-Centered 
Teaching:  Five Key Changes 
to Practice,” by Penn State 
emeritus professor of teach-
ing and learning Maryellen 
Weimer. Weimer is editor 
of The Teaching Professor 
newsletter and has written or 
edited eight books on teaching 
and learning topics. Registered 
participants will be provided 
with a copy of the book.

This year’s article discus-
sions, set for Oct. 20 and 
22, will center on the article, 
“Authentic Learning for the 
21st Century: An Overview,” 
by Marilyn Lombardi, edited 
by Diana Oblinger.

The article explores the 
importance of authentic learn-
ing experiences and how such 
educational opportunities can 
be supported by technology.

Lombardi is a faculty 
member in Duke’s School of 
Nursing, where she is director 
of academic and strategic tech-
nology. Oblinger is president 
and CEO of Educause.

The article can be found 
at http://net.educause.edu/
ir/ l ibrary/pdf/ELI3009.
pdf. Copies are provided to 
faculty who participate in the 
discussion.

q
Space in the discussions is 

limited. Faculty can register at 
www.cidde.pitt.edu by select-
ing “events” and choosing the 
desired event date from the 
calendar.                              n

Book, article
discussions set



UPMC has received the top 
honor from the Profiles in Diver-
sity Journal, winning a 2010 Inno-
vations in Diversity Award. The 
award recognizes organizations, 
corporations and institutions that 
have developed innovative solu-
tions with measurable outcomes in 
workforce diversity and inclusion.

UPMC placed No. 1 out of 10 
award winners nationwide for its 
Dignity and Respect Campaign. 
That campaign joins individuals, 
community leaders, community 
organizations, educational institu-
tions, businesses and corporations 
under the common theme that 
everyone deserves dignity and 
respect. The Center for Inclusion 
in Health Care at UPMC intro-
duced the campaign to UPMC 
employees in 2008, asking them to 
sign a pledge demonstrating their 

The deadline for voter registration for the Nov. 2 general 
election is 5 p.m. Oct. 4. Registration forms must be received 
in the Allegheny County Board of Elections or postmarked by 
that date.

Those who are eligible to vote but have not registered before, 
whose name or address has changed or who wish to change 
political party affiliation must submit a voter registration form, 
which is valid in all Pennsylvania counties.

Forms for voter registration are available at Pitt’s Office of 
Governmental Relations, 710 Alumni Hall (4-6011). Forms also 
are available at the Board of Elections, driver’s license centers, 
state liquor stores, libraries, some banks, municipal buildings, 
post offices and online at www.dos.state.pa.us.

The Allegheny County Elections Division is located at 604 
County Office Building, 542 Forbes Ave., Downtown; 412/350-
4510; www.county.allegheny.pa.us/elect/cal.aspx.

Additional information on voter registration is available at 
www.votespa.com.                                                                     n

Voter registration deadline: Oct. 4

commitment to treating others 
the way they want to be treated 
and providing their opinions on 
behaviors that represent dignity 
and respect in the workplace.

UPMC’s Center for Inclusion 
in Health Care also partnered 
with community leaders on efforts 
around community unity, cultural 
competency and multicultural 
awareness. 

In 2009, the Dignity and 
Respect Campaign was introduced 
as a community initiative, with 
the mayor of Pittsburgh declaring 
October as Dignity and Respect 
Month. The community cam-
paign kicked off with a city-wide 
pledge drive, which engaged more 
than 50 community organizations 
and awarded a day of service to 
the organization that received the 
most pledges.                             n

UPMC gets top award 
for its diversity efforts
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governance; 5: administration; 
6: integrity; 10: faculty support, 
and 13: related educational activi-
ties) Pitt must show compliance 
through existing documentation 
and provide a “roadmap” for eval-
uators to connect the dots. Middle 
States has a standardized format 
for document roadmaps and other 
templates needed for report sub-
mission, with the goal that “the 
standards be sufficiently broad to 
provide an adequate ‘window’ on 
the whole institution,” the com-
mission’s guidelines state.

“What they’re looking for 
primarily are measures of assess-
ment,” Conte said. “For example, 
one working group will report 
on how we’ve improved things 
for students, how we’re attract-
ing more and better students all 
the time. 

“But it’s not only how you 
perform, because the assessment 
process goes on to ask: Can you 
tell that what you said you were 
going to do, you did do? And 
how do you measure that? With 
students, it’s measuring learning 
outcomes. It’s not just saying 
we’re going to teach history, it’s 
how effectively did we do that, 
based on student performance. For 
some of the professional schools, 
for example, a measure might be 
board certification scores.”

Steering Committee
Co-chairs: Patricia Beeson, provost and senior 

vice chancellor, and Samuel Conte, University 
registrar.

Members: David Bartholomae, English; 
Andrew Blair, vice provost for faculty affairs; 
Jeffrey Brodsky, biological sciences; John Camil-
lus, Katz Graduate School of Business (KGSB) 
and College of Business Administration (CBA); 
Valire Copeland, social work and public health; 
Mary Crossley, dean, School of Law;

David Gau, undergraduate student; Steven 
Kanter, vice dean, School of Medicine; M. Kath-
leen Kelly, health and rehabilitation sciences; 
Byron Kohut, graduate student; Alan Lesgold, 
dean, School of Education; Juan Manfredi, vice 
provost for undergraduate studies; Arthur Rami-
cone, vice chancellor, Budget and Controller; 
Sheila Rathke, assistant provost for strategic and 
program development; 

Mark Redfern, associate dean for research, 
Swanson School of Engineering; Richard Schulz, 
director, University Center for Social and Urban 
Research; William Shields, president, Pitt-Titus-
ville; Jane Thompson, associate vice chancellor, 
Management Information and Analysis.

Shannon Hukriede, Office of the Provost, is 
staffing the committee.

Working Group: 
Using Assessment to Improve 
the Student Experience

Co-chairs: M. Kathleen Kelly and Juan 
Manfredi.

Members: James Baldwin, assistant dean 
of academic affairs and registrar, Pitt-Bradford; 
Frank Beatrous Jr., mathematics; Shawn Brooks, 
associate dean of students and director of Residence 
Life; Helen Burns, associate dean for clinical 
education, School of Nursing; Sharon Corey, 
assistant dean of students, School of Pharmacy; 
Michael Goodhart, political science; Janet 
Grady, interim vice president for academic affairs, 
Pitt-Johnstown; W. Richard Howe, associate dean 
for administration and planning, School of Arts 
and Sciences (A&S);

Kathy Humphrey, vice provost and dean of 

Pitt begins process 
for reaccreditation
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

students; Steven Husted, interim dean, University 
Honors College; J. Wesley Jamison, vice presi-
dent for academic affairs, Pitt-Greensburg; Kelly 
Otter, associate dean, College of General Studies; 
Edward Palascak, associate dean, CBA; Betsy 
Porter, director, Admissions and Financial Aid; 
Cynthia Roberts, director, Office of Institutional 
Research; Robert Rodgers, senior information 
analyst, Office of Institutional Research; 

Larry Shuman, associate dean for academic 
affairs, Swanson School of Engineering; Molly 
Stieber, undergraduate student; John Twyning, 
English; Hidenori Yamatani, associate dean for 
research, School of Social Work; Madalina Valeria 
Veres, graduate student.

Working Group: 
Using Assessment to Improve 
Institutional Effectiveness

Co-chairs: Richard Schulz and Jane Thomp-
son.

Members: Susan Albrecht, associate dean 
for external relations, School of Nursing; Steven 
Belle, public health; Mary Besterfield-Sacre, 
Swanson School of Engineering; Stephen Carr, 
A&S assistant dean for graduate studies; Samuel 
Conte; David Givens, graduate student; Amanda 
Godley, education;

Elizabeth Greville, assistant to the president 
and director of sponsored programs, Pitt-Bradford; 
James Gyure, vice president for enrollment 
services and planning, Pitt-Johnstown; Laurie 
Kirsch, senior associate dean, KGSB and CBA; 
Rush Miller, director, University Library System; 
Sam Rezaeian, undergraduate student; Linda 
Rinaman, neuroscience; Cynthia Roberts; Eli 
Shorak, associate vice chancellor for business.

Working Group: 
Demonstrating Compliance 
Through Document Review

Chair: Andrew Blair.
Members: Malcolm McNeil, health and reha-

bilitation sciences; Susan Meyer, associate dean 
for education, School of Pharmacy; Thurman 
Wingrove, associate vice chancellor, financial 
information.

Other measures could include 
documentation of mid-term prog-
ress evaluations, end-of-college-
career tests that show how much 
a student has retained in the major 
field at graduation, the placement 
rates of PhD graduates or survey 
information on the extent to which 
alumni believe their Pitt education 
helped in their careers.

Related assessment issues 
include: how the curriculum 
supports learning outcomes; how 
adequate institutional efforts are 
to encourage faculty efforts to 
assess student learning and to 
improve their teaching; whether 
assessment results have led to 
appropriate institutional deci-
sions about teaching, planning, 
budgeting, etc.; how effectively 
the institution ensures that credit 
granted for experiential learning 
is warranted.

Conte said, “We’re so early 
into this process that I’m hesi-
tant to speculate about what the 
working groups will come up with 
as they write their reports. It’s a 
very diverse group of committed 
individuals, many of whom have 
experience with this type of pro-
cess. So far, for the most part, it’s 
a very enthusiastic group, though 
we still have a long way to go and 
a lot of work to do.”
—Peter Hart                             n

Reaccreditation steering committee 
and working group members

(Source: Office of the Provost)
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Although Pitt’s science 
and engineering research 
expenditures continue to 

climb, the University fell out of 
the top 20 schools in the National 
Science Foundation (NSF) annual 
survey of research and develop-
ment (R&D) expenditures at 
universities and colleges.

Pitt’s fiscal year 2009 R&D 
expenditures for science and engi-
neering (S&E) on all campuses 
combined totaled $623.3 million, 
placing the University at No. 22 
among the nation’s top research 
institutions. Pitt ranked No. 17 
in last year’s survey with $595.6 
million in science and engineering 
R&D expenditures in FY08.

According to NSF, the Uni-
versity of North Carolina-Chapel 
Hill and the University of Colo-
rado each increased their R&D 
spending by more than $100 
million, displacing Pitt and the 
University of Florida from the 
top 20. Colorado ranked 18th 
with $648.4 million, followed by 
UNC-Chapel Hill at No. 19 with 
$646 million.

Two Pennsylvania schools 
made the top 20: Penn State (all 
campuses) rose to No. 9 with $753 
million, up from No. 11. Penn fell 
to No. 12 with $726.8 million, 
down from No. 9 last year.

The survey’s top five institu-
tions have remained the same 
since FY04. Johns Hopkins had 
the highest R&D expenditures 
with nearly $1.86 billion in FY09. 
Rounding out the leaders were 
the University of Michigan, $1 

billion; the University of Wis-
consin-Madison, $952 million; 
the University of California-San 
Francisco, $947.7 million, and 
UCLA, $890 million. 
Academic R&D spending rises

NSF found that overall univer-
sity spending on R&D for science 
and engineering among the 711 
institutions surveyed rose 5.8 
percent to $54.9 billion in FY09.

Pitt’s increase was slightly 
below average, with an increase 
of 4.7 percent over FY08’s $595.6 
million.
R&D at public institutions

Among public institutions, Pitt 
ranked No. 15 in FY09, down from 
No. 11 last year.

Topping the list of public 
institutions were Michigan, 
Wisconsin-Madison, UC-San 
Francisco and UCLA, all of which 
made the overall top five. At No. 5 
among publics was the University 
of  California-San  Diego  with 
$879 million. 

Penn State rose one spot 
among public institutions to No. 
7 with $753 million in science and 
engineering R&D expenditures. 
Sources of funding

The federal government spent 
$32.6 billion on academic S&E 
research funding in FY09, an 
increase of 4.2 percent. It remained 
by far the largest source of such 
funding. Institutions invested a 
collective $11.2 billion of their 
own money in S&E R&D (an 
increase of 7.6 percent), making 
internal funding the second-
largest source. State and local 

government support grew to $3.6 
billion, up 5.7 percent. Industry 
funding rose to $3.2 billion, up 
11.6 percent in FY09. Funding 
from other sources rose to $4.3 
billion, up 9.6 percent.

Among public institutions, 
federal funding contributed 54 
percent of the academic R&D 
total, with institutional funds 
covering 24 percent, state and 
local government contributing 
8.6 percent, industry funding 5.8 
percent and other sources cover-
ing 7.3 percent.

At Pitt, the figures are more 
heavily skewed toward federal 
dollars. Of Pitt’s $623.3 million in 
research expenditures, 74 percent 
was funded with federal dollars, 
with institutional funds account-
ing for 16 percent, other sources 
adding 5.5 percent, state and local 
government funding 2.6 percent 
and industry funding 1.5 percent. 
Funding by field

Life sciences accounted for 
$32.8 billion in overall academic 
R&D expenditures at the surveyed 
institutions, with more than half 
that amount invested in medical 
($18.2 billion) and biological sci-
ences ($10.2 billion) research. 

At Pitt, life sciences R&D 
made up the vast majority of ex-
penditures at 87 percent ($544.4 
million). Engineering R&D made 
up 4 percent of Pitt’s total, fol-
lowed by physical sciences with 3 
percent. Rounding out Pitt’s S&E 
R&D expenditures by field were: 
sciences not elsewhere classified, 
1.76 percent; psychology, 1.3 per-

cent; math and computer sciences, 
1.38 percent; social sciences, 0.6 
percent, and environmental sci-
ences, 0.3 percent. 
Non-S&E R&D

In this category, Pitt ranked 
No. 108 in FY09, with research 
expenditures in non-S&E fields 
totaling $5.74 million. The bulk 
of those R&D expenditures (77 
percent) were in the subfield of 
education, $4.4 million. Other 
subfields included business and 
management, 11 percent; humani-
ties, 7.8 percent; law, 3.7 percent, 
and communication, journalism 
and library science, 0.1 percent. 
Methodology

The academic R&D expendi-
tures data cover 711 universities 
and colleges that grant degrees in 
the sciences or engineering and 
expended at least $150,000 in S&E 
R&D in FY09. According to NSF, 
the amounts reported include “all 
funds expended for S&E activities 
specifically organized to produce 
research outcomes and sponsored 
by an outside organization or 
separately budgeted using institu-
tion funds. R&D expenditures at 
university-administered federally 
funded research and development 
centers are collected in a separate 
survey.” Non-S&E R&D expendi-
tures are reported separately in the 
survey and are not included in the 
overall R&D expenditure totals.
Changes for next year

According to NSF, the annual 
survey is being renamed and 
revamped for FY2010 to improve 
the validity of the expenditure data 

and to include additional details 
requested by data users. Next 
year’s Higher Education R&D 
(HERD) Survey will continue 
to track R&D expenditures by 
funding source and field, but will 
be expanded to include R&D 
expenditures both in S&E as well 
as non-S&E fields. Other changes 
include a definition of R&D that 
explicitly includes research train-
ing grants and clinical trials and 
specific tracking of R&D expendi-
tures funded by nonprofit institu-
tions. These had been included in 
“other sources.”

In addition, institutions with 
multiple campuses headed by 
separate administration (such as 
a campus-level president) will be 
asked to report separately. 

New data that will be col-
lected are: R&D expenditures 
funded by foreign sources; R&D 
expenditures by type of funding 
mechanism (contracts or grants); 
R&D expenditures within an 
institution’s medical school; 
clinical trial expenditures; R&D 
expenditures by character of work 
(basic research, applied research, 
and development); detail by field 
(both S&E and non-S&E) for 
R&D expenditures from each 
source of funding; R&D expen-
ditures funded by the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act; 
total R&D expenditures by direct 
cost categories (salaries, software, 
equipment), and headcounts of 
principal investigators and others 
paid with R&D funds.

q
The FY09 statistics are avail-

able online at www.nsf.gov/statis-
tics/infbrief/nsf10329/.
—Kimberly K. Barlow             n

Pitt drops to 22nd in R&D spending survey
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Research & the InternetThe ability to conduct 
research online is forcing 
a new look at long-estab-

lished research ethics concepts. 
In the online world, who is a 

human subject? What is private? 
How do researchers protect sub-
jects’ identities and guard against 
harm?

Researchers — and the institu-
tional review boards that oversee 
their protocols — need to con-
sider these emerging issues, said 
Internet research ethics expert 
Elizabeth Buchanan, a University 
of Wisconsin faculty member and 
director of the Internet Research 
Ethics Digital Library, Research 
Center and Commons.

Buchanan offered food for 
thought on identifying and han-
dling online research dilemmas 
in a Sept. 24 lecture here, “Con-
ducting Research on the Internet: 
Emerging Ethical, Regulatory and 
Practical Considerations,” hosted 
by Pitt’s Institutional Review 
Board (IRB) office.

Keeping up with new online 
environments, tools and technol-
ogy is a huge challenge. “Every-
thing changes in such a short 
period of time,” said Buchanan, 
who was co-principal investigator  
on a 2005-06 project that surveyed 
hundreds of IRBs nationwide on 
their Internet research policies. 

“What came out of that data 
was that everyone felt completely 
lost,” she said. “Everyone was 
struggling with the language, the 
tools, the technology.” The land-
scape is even more complex now. 
“We looked back on our survey 
that we did in 2005 and it looks 
absolutely amateur. At that point 
we weren’t thinking about Twitter, 
we weren’t thinking about cloud 
computing in the same way.” 

The online environment has 
forced a radical redefinition of 
such basics as what is a human 
subject. Are avatars? Are turks? 
(Turks are people who, for a 
very small amount of money, 
complete a requested task in an 
online exchange using the Amazon 
Mechanical Turk marketplace.)

Ethically speaking, traditional 
definitions and guidelines some-
times don’t align online.

“What we need to recognize 
— and this is the hardest part 
for boards when they’re making 
decisions — is that the black and 
white, yes/no, dichotomous model 
of making decisions simply doesn’t 
fit, especially not in this web 2.0 
and beyond environment.”  

Harm to subjects
Some traditional ethical stan-

dards — such as seeking to do no 
harm to subjects — are accepted 
principles across disciplines. How-
ever, defining harm in the context 
of online research can be difficult 
because harm may not be as evi-
dent, Buchanan said. “We may 
not see the effects of our research. 
Harm may be downstream.”

Data may start out in one 
forum, but can be forwarded, 
reblogged, reposted or retweeted. 
“It changes the nature of the 
original context. Harm may not 
have been an issue in the original 
context, but in its subsequent uses, 
harm  may  very  well  come.  We 
have to think about potential uses 
and potential harms and risks.”

Vulnerability
Another agreed-upon ethical 

principle is that the greater the 
vulnerability of a research subject, 
the greater the obligation of the 

researcher to protect the subject. 
The ubiquitous nature of Inter-
net data challenges the nature of 
who, what and when something 
is vulnerable, she said.

The rise of third-party data 
storage using Google Docs or 
other types of cloud computing 
forces a change. “Think about our 
stock language on protocols: We 
say, ‘We will keep this data for 10 
years, in a locked file cabinet, in 
an undisclosed location …’ and 
for years that’s been the language 
that’s been used. What happens 
now when we can’t necessarily 
say with confidence that we know 
where our data is or for how long 
it’s going to be stored?”

In another aspect, the need for 
protecting subjects can take new 
forms.  For instance, a researcher 
wanted to study interactions on 
the online forum Gay Bombay, but 
at the time, the act of homosexual-
ity was illegal in India. 

The level of review had to 
change due to the risk of revealing 
illegal information about respon-
dents. “The researcher had to be 
very careful about using pseud-
onyms of screen names, changing 
contexts of the forum, so that these 
things couldn’t be trackbackable,” 
Buchanan said.

Online data can be tracked 
indefinitely, she noted. “Think 
about the ease with which Google 
has been infiltrating our lives … 
all that data is out there. They 
have it and what are they going 
to do with it?”

Why online research?
Research integrity itself is 

a fundamental principle: Good 
methods and ethics equate to good 
research, Buchanan said. “Unfor-
tunately, there’s a lot of crappy 
research going on.” Increasingly, 
online environments are used for 
convenience “where the justifica-
tion for using that environment 
may not be strong enough.” 

Researchers may find it expedi-
ent to use turks to get survey data 
quickly — paying 2 cents each to 
500 turks online is a speedy way to 

get data, but is there a reason for 
using this population? she asked.

“I get nervous about research 
that’s being done online simply 
because you can do it online. Is 
there a justifiable reason? This 
comes back to research integrity.” 

Researchers need to consider 
whether they are collecting good 
data by using online tools. 

Verifiability of respondents 
can be difficult: What if one 
respondent answers the same 
survey under multiple personas? 
Likewise, how participants repre-
sent themselves can be question-
able. “When do we know what 
we should believe online?” she 
asked. “How much posturing goes 
on in these online environments? 
What is good data from these 
online sites?” 

Data banking
Researchers in medical dis-

ciplines are familiar with tissue 
banks or gene banks sharing data 
and materials — and IRBs have 
corresponding ways of requesting 
consent from research subjects. In 
others — the social sciences, for 
instance — “We take our field 
notes, we collect our data and 
then we keep it.” 

The National Science Foun-
dation recently announced that 
scientists seeking funding soon 
will be required to submit data 
management plans to foster more 
open data sharing. Buchanan said, 
“They’re going to want you to 
share your data. That’s part of the 
public good of research. … We’re 
not used to that model right now.”

Social science researchers will 
need to consider the various kinds 
of data that may need to be banked: 
textual, audio, video, data from 
Skype interviews — and how to 
obtain consent or re-consent for 
additional use of the data. Unlike a 
tissue sample, data banked online 
aren’t solely in the bank, Buchanan 
noted. “It’s also somewhere out 
on the web. We have to get used 
to thinking about shared sets of 
research. It’s a paradigm shift 
for us.” 

An infrastructure will need 
to be in place for banked data, 
but Buchanan expressed concern 
about outsourcing of research and 
the potential for losing more and 
more control of data if entities 
such as AOL and Google someday 
charge researchers to access mass 
data sets. “Those are the things I 
hope don’t come to be.”

She urged that librarians and 
information architects be con-
sulted as institutions prepare for 
the issues that will arise under the 
new NSF requirements. 

Public & private forums online
Researchers may have a good 

understanding of what’s public and 
what’s private in the real world, but 
what about online spaces?

In a public park, people have 
no expectation of privacy, but 
what about an Internet chat room 
or other online space? The very 
nature of posting on Facebook or 
Twitter implies that by virtue of 
entering such spaces, users want to 
be known or seen, she said.

Even owners of private Twitter 
accounts (who must approve those 
followers who wish to receive their 
tweets) may find their communi-
cations flow into the public realm 
easily. For instance, if an approved 
follower with a public account 
retweets a message from a private 
account, it becomes widely visible.

Users of members-only sites 
may have other expectations of 
privacy. Contacting the mod-
erator or owner of such sites to 
obtain consent may be a solution, 
Buchanan said.

The nature of the data can 
influence privacy considerations, 
so greater care needs to be 
exercised in the case of sensitive 
information.

Data ownership
Online survey tools such as 

Survey Monkey raise questions 
about who owns the collected data, 
and where and how they are stored.

Buchanan said some institu-
tions are building or customizing 
their own tools to maintain control 

of their data. She advised those 
who use third parties to examine 
closely the terms of service agree-
ments. 

If the information collected is 
non-sensitive, it may pose little 
problem, but in the case of highly 
sensitive data the question of 
where they are kept and for how 
long can be an issue, she said. 

The potential for hacking and 
lost data also are dangers that 
researchers need to consider. 
Again, Buchanan advised that 
information technology experts 
be consulted to identify potential 
risks.

 The distance principle
Internet research complicates 

human subjects review, but the 
distance principle can help.

As the distance — be it emo-
tional, psychological, physical 
or methodological — between 
a researcher and participant 
decreases, the research is more 
likely to be defined as involv-
ing human subjects. As distance 
increases, the opposite is true, 
Buchanan said.

For instance, in an interview 
conducted in the virtual world of 
Second Life, data are produced 
from an interaction in which 
there is little distance between 
researcher and participant. 
Although they are represented 
by avatars, the avatars correspond 
to individuals. 

More and more often, avatars 
are being considered human sub-
jects, Buchanan said. In contrast, 
using an automated bot program 
to collect data on web-surfing 
behavior, for instance, yields data 
collected far from the researcher 
and therefore is less likely to 
be considered human subject 
research.

q
Researchers bear the responsi-

bility for ensuring the IRB under-
stands the online aspects of their 
proposed project. Submissions 
could include a glossary of online 
environments and the type of data 
that could be collected from them.

A researcher also could submit 
screen shots of the online tools to 
be used, or could attend an IRB 
meeting to walk the committee 
through the venue.

IRBs also should consider some 
new questions in reviewing online 
protocols, Buchanan suggested.

Among them:
• Does the researcher under-

stand the venue or the tool? 
• Do the research subjects 

perceive their interaction as public 
or private? 

• Do subjects consider per-
sonal networks of connections to 
be sensitive information? 

• How will a subject’s profile, 
location or other personally iden-
tifying information be used or 
stored by the researcher?

• If the content of a subject’s 
communication were to become 
known beyond the confines of the 
venue being studied, would harm 
likely result?

• How do terms-of-service 
agreements articulate privacy of 
content? How is content shared 
with third parties?

• How can the researcher 
ensure that participants under-
stand and agree that their content 
or interaction may be used for 
research purposes?

• Are the data easily searchable 
and retrievable?

• Are the data subject to open 

Technology calls into question 
long-established ethics concepts 
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data laws or regulations?
• What third-party policies 

impact the research? 
• How long does the third-

party provider or ISP preserve 
the data and where?

• Can the researcher provide 
adequate information to partici-
pants concerning how the third 
party will protect their data?

• How will researchers render 
anonymous email content or 
header information to protect 
subjects’ privacy? 

• Regardless of terms of ser-
vice, what are the community or 
individual norms and/or expecta-
tions for privacy?

q
For additional information, 

the Internet Research Ethics 
(IRE) Digital Library, Research 
Center and Commons, online at 
www.Internetresearchethics.org, 
contains literature on Internet 
research ethics, a blog area and 
IRE presentations.
—Kimberly K. Barlow            n

Pitt has acquired a new 
print-on-demand machine 
that will print and bind a 

paperback book from a PDF file 
in a matter of minutes.

The Espresso Book Machine 
(EBM), acquired by the University 
Library System in collaboration 
with the University of Pittsburgh 
Press and the University Book 
Center, will permit more econom-
ical printing of books and journals 
from the ULS D-Scribe digital 
collection, University Press titles 
and other publications including 
textbooks, to order, one at a time. 
Although the EBM currently 
is located at Hillman Library, 
database compatibility issues and 
the need for service staff who are 
in the business of selling books 
prompted the decision to house 
the machine at the Book Center, 
said ULS director Rush Miller. 

Plans for moving the EBM are 
in the works, but in the mean-
time ULS is filling book orders 
and training Book Center staff 
to ensure a smooth transition. 
According to Book Center direc-
tor Debra Fyock, the EBM will be 
located on the bookstore’s main 
floor, but the exact spot has yet 
to be determined. 

Fyock said the EBM currently 
is set up to print University Press 
digital editions; certain journals 
published by ULS; select books 
and journals as processed by 
ULS, and all titles provided by 
Espressnet, the database of EBM’s 
manufacturer On Demand Books. 
That resource includes the Ingram 
Content Group’s “Lightning 
Source” database of on-demand 
titles and Google Books public 
domain materials (books that no 
longer have copyright restric-
tions). 

Customers will need to work 
with Book Center staff to find 
print-on-demand books, because 
no comprehensive list is available 
for public access, Fyock said. 
However, if a title is chosen from 
among the databases, a customer 
would be able to place an order 
and walk out of the Book Center 
with the freshly printed book in 
hand, she said.

“We anticipate that, after cov-
ering production and labor costs, 
our print-on-demand books will 

be less costly than a comparable 
book procured through the tradi-
tional route,” Fyock said.

According to its manufacturer, 
EBM book production costs are 
about a penny per page.

Miller noted that print-to-
order saves on upfront publish-
ing costs. For instance, rather 
than estimating sales and having 
a number of copies of a book 
published, the University Press 
will be able to print new titles as 
they are ordered, as well as fill 
individual orders for backlisted 
or out-of-print books.

The EBM also could offer 
students a way to save on textbook 
costs. Printing a textbook to order 
spares the expense of ordering, 
stocking and possibly having to 
return unsold copies from the 
bookstore, Miller said.

Journal publishers also will 
save. While most readers access 
the journals published through 
Pitt’s D-Scribe system online, a 
small number of printed copies are 
needed to accommodate people 
who lack Internet access. The 
EBM can produce the journal 
copies less expensively than a print 
shop, he noted.

Miller pointed out that many 
old and rare books in Pitt’s digital 
holdings also will be available. For 
instance, an 1806 book by Lewis & 
Clark expedition member Patrick 
Gast is viewable online as part of 
Pitt’s digital Darlington Library 
collection of materials related 
to southwestern Pennsylvania 
history. “But what if you want a 
copy for your shelf?” he asked. 
The EBM could print a copy for 
purchase.

Eventually, millions of titles 
that have been digitized by other 
sources could be available for print 
via the EBM. That step is months 
to years away, “but it all will 
happen eventually,” Miller said. 

Miller said the print-on-
demand machine first came to 
his attention several years ago 
when University Press director 
Cynthia Miller saw an earlier 
version at a conference. After 
meeting with representatives of 
On Demand Books, he passed on 
an earlier version that he found to 
be smelly and loud. When a new 
version was released, his interest 

was rekindled. “We’d all seen the 
advantage this would have to us at 
the University,” Miller said.

Pitt’s EBM was unveiled Sept. 
27 at an event highlighted by the 
printing of an updated paperback 
version of former U.S. Attorney 
General and governor of Penn-
sylvania Dick Thornburgh’s auto-
biography, “Where the Evidence 
Leads.” 

Once a book is requested, 
the EBM prints the pages and 
cover simultaneously, trimming 
and gluing the book, which then 
emerges from a chute. A typical 
book can be produced in less than 
seven minutes. The machine, 
not including its printer, sells for 
$97,500, according to the manu-
facturer.

Pitt is among approximately 
three dozen owners of EBM 
machines in the world. Most are in 
universities or libraries, but fewer 
than a dozen U.S. universities 
have EBMs. 

According to On Demand 
Books, other EBMs are located 
at the University of Arizona, 
Brigham Young University, Har-
vard, North Dakota State Univer-
sity, the University of Michigan, 
the University of Missouri, the 
University of North Carolina, the 
University of Texas, the University 
of Utah and the University of 
Washington.  
—Kimberly K. Barlow            n

print-on-demand books, journals 

New machine on campus produces

Books while you wait

University Library System director Rush Miller observes as former 
U.S. Attorney General and Pennsylvania governor Dick Thorn-
burgh catches the first copy of his updated autobiography in a 
demonstration of Pitt’s new Espresso Book Machine at Hillman 
Library. 

The new print-on-demand system enables printing of paperback 
books to order.  

SEPTEMBER 30, 2010

11

yum!
Tuesday Tastings

Every Tuesday from now until December 21st
we will be featuring samples from our favorite food items
in the store. Be inspired to give your favorite foodie, host
or hostess a perfect gift from Godiva, Stonewall Kitchens,
Barefoot Contessa, Colebrooks Chocolates, Republic of Tea
and more.

Sampling begins at 11 a.m.

Please join us for

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10
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A CELEBRATION OF 
PITTSBURGH’S LEADING ROLE IN 

WORLD-CLASS SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Life Sciences Supplier Show

  10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
  Petersen Events Center

Laboratory equipment, consumables, and research supplies from 
up to 50 vendors will be featured at the Life Sciences Supplier 
Show. A complimentary lunch and door prizes are planned. 
This event is being organized by the University’s Supplier 
Management Department in conjunction with the Office 
of Academic Affairs-Health Sciences. Admission is free.

Early Career Transitions: Exploring Your 
Passions and Recognizing Your Potential

3:00 to 5:00 p.m.
Auditorium and Cathedral Views Gallery 
Alumni Hall, 7th Floor

This interactive workshop presented by the Office of Academic 
Career Development–Health Sciences and the University of 
Pittsburgh Postdoctoral Association is designed to bolster 
the professional development of postdoctoral fellows and 
graduate students.

Guest speaker: Elizabeth S. Woo, PhD, vice president at  
Thermo Fisher Scientific

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Unless otherwise noted, all Science2010 events 
will take place in Alumni Hall.  

OPENING RECEPTION AND 
TECHNOLOGY SHOWCASE 

   5:00 p.m. 
  J.W. Connolly Ballroom, 1st Floor
As a special preview to two days of dynamic science 
presentations, all Science2010 registrants are invited 
to the Opening Reception, featuring the always-popular 
Technology Showcase of innovative new technologies 
recently developed at Pitt that are now available  
for licensing. The Technology Showcase is organized  
by the University’s Office of Enterprise Development 
and Office of Technology Management.

FOR REGISTRATION AND 
INFORMATION ABOUT ALL 
SCIENCE2010 EVENTS: 

WWW.SCIENCE2010.PITT.EDU

Stephen J. Elledge, PhD

Patrick D. Gallagher, PhD

Ann M. Graybiel, PhD

FRIDAY, 8 OCTOBER
8:00 a.m. 
REGISTRATION
 Alumni Hall Foyer, 1st Floor

9:00 a.m. 
SPOTLIGHT SESSION 7—The Mysterious Operation 
of the Basal Ganglia in Health and Disease
Room: 532
Moderator: Robert Turner, PhD 
Speakers:
• Peter L. Strick, PhD—Basal Ganglia Loops with the Cerebral 
 Cortex—The Neural Substrate for Disorders of Movement,  
 Cognition, and Affect 
• Edward A. Burton, MD, DPhil—Angling for Cures: Drug Discovery  
 for Basal Ganglia Diseases Using Novel Zebrafish Models  
• J. Timothy Greenamyre, MD, PhD—Why Basal Ganglia Go Bad
 —or—What the Creature from the Black Lagoon Taught Me  
 about Parkinson’s Disease  
• Gonzalo Torres, PhD—Protein Networks Regulating Dopamine  
 Homeostasis
 
SPOTLIGHT SESSION 8—Pragmatic Clinical Trials 
and Comparative Effectiveness Research
Room 531
Moderator: Jane A. Cauley, DrPH
Speakers:
• Sheryl F. Kelsey, PhD—Does It Really Work? Making Clinical 
 Trials Practical 
• Daniel P. Normolle, PhD—Adaptive Clinical Trial Designs:  
 Peeking at the Future 
• Sally C. Morton, PhD—Comparative Effectiveness and You:  
 What, When, How, and Why? 
• Mark S. Roberts, MD, MPP—Comparative Effectiveness Research:  
 Are There Methods in the Madness?
  
SPOTLIGHT SESSION 9—Stem Cells in 
Embryogenesis and Cancer 
Science Lecture Hall, 3rd Floor 
Moderator: Cecilia W. Lo, PhD
Speakers: 
• Lei Yang, PhD—Cardiovascular Differentiation from 
 Human ES/iPS Cells 
• Edward V. Prochownik, MD, PhD—Targeting the “Untargetable”:  
 The c-Myc Oncoprotein as a Universal Driver of Malignant  
 Proliferation   
• Donghun Shin, PhD—The Quest for Liver Development 
 and Regeneration 
• Thomas E. Smithgall, PhD—Chemical Genetics Reveals Specific  
 Functions for Src-Family Kinases in ES Cell Differentiation

10:30 a.m. 
EXHIBIT BREAK
J.W. Connolly Ballroom, 1st Floor

11:00 a.m. 
PLENARY SESSION 3  
Mellon Lecture
Auditorium, 7th Floor
Welcome and Introduction of Speaker:  
Peter L. Strick, PhD
Keynote Speaker:  Ann M. Graybiel, PhD
Our Habitual Lives: How the Brain Makes  
and Breaks Habits

12:30 p.m. 
LUNCH & LAST CALL FOR EXHIBITS
J.W. Connolly Ballroom, 1st Floor

1:00 p.m. 
POSTER SESSION 2
J.W. Connolly Ballroom, 1st Floor
• Basic Life Science—From Molecule to Mouse
• Translational Life Science—From Animal to 
 Human to Community 
• Physical Science and Engineering
• New Research Tools and Techniques
 
SCIENCE AT WORK SESSION 3 
Adding Trend Discovery to Search Engines
Room 532
Moderator: Ansuman Chattopadhyay, PhD
Presenters: Raul Valdes-Perez, PhD and  
Carrie L. Iwema, PhD, MLS
Search technology can match user queries and interrelate found 
documents but doesn’t answer a basic user question:  What topics 
are emerging (or fading) over time? Dr. Valdes-Perez, cofounder  
and executive chairman of Vivisimo, will discuss new National 
Science Foundation-sponsored work that adds trend discovery  
to search engines, with applications to research and development, 
competitive analysis, mining patient narratives, and more.

SCIENCE AT WORK SESSION 2—Long Distance 
Relationships: Telemedicine Today
Room 532
Moderator: Loren H. Roth, MD, MPH
Presenter: Robert J. Noecker, MD, MBA
UPMC’s telemedicine program has implemented a number of 
technologies to solve clinical problems and provide specialty services 
to underserved areas. The initiative uses store and forward, video 
conferencing, and remote monitoring IT solutions to enhance the 
diagnosis and treatment of patients in real time as well as to provide 
remote consultation to distant locations.
 
2:00 p.m. 
SPOTLIGHT SESSION 4—Computational Advances  
Room 531 
Moderator: J. Karl Johnson, PhD 
Speakers: 
• Albert C. To, PhD—Mastering the Art of Cooking . . . 
 Carbon Nanotubes  
• Michael Grabe, PhD—Observing Rare Conformational Changes 
 in Membrane Transporters Using GPU-Accelerated Path Sampling  
• Joseph J. McCarthy, PhD—Controlling Particle Segregation: 
 To Mix or Not To Mix?  
• Vanathi Gopalakrishnan, PhD—Bayesian Rule Learning for Mining  
 Data from Biomarker Profiling Studies
  
SPOTLIGHT SESSION 5—Cell Cycle Checkpoint 
Pathways:  DNA Damage and DNA Replication Interference 
Science Lecture Hall, 3rd Floor 
Moderator: Robert W. Sobol, PhD
Speakers:  
• Bennett Van Houten, PhD—The Mitochondrial Genome: 
 a Fossil to Fix or a Harbinger of Cell Death?  
• Yong Wan, PhD—The Interplay between Rad17 and Cdh1/APC 
 in DNA Damage Checkpoint Signaling 
• Christopher Bakkenist, PhD—DNA Damage Signaling 
 at the Replication Fork 
• Michael Trakselis, PhD—Creation of an Enzymatically 
 Synthesized Genome
   
SPOTLIGHT SESSION 6—New Ways of 
Seeing Things
Room 532
Moderator: James Conway, PhD
Speakers:
•  Peijun Zhang, PhD—“Seeing” with 3-D Electron Microscopy:  
 Visualizing HIV-1 Particles in Host Cells 
•  Patrick C.A. van der Wel, PhD—Studying Troublesome Solids:  
 How Magic (Angles) and High RPMs Allow a Molecular View  
 of Aggregated Proteins 
• Stéphane Petoud, PhD—Luminescent Lanthanide Compounds 
 for Real-Time Biological Imaging   
•  Jeremy Levy, PhD—A Novel Nanoscale Optical Detector

3:30 p.m. 
EXHIBIT BREAK 
J.W. Connolly Ballroom, 1st Floor

4:00 p.m. 
PLENARY SESSION 2  
Provost Lecture
Auditorium, 7th Floor
Welcome and Introduction of Speaker:  
Patricia E. Beeson, PhD
Keynote Speaker: Patrick D. Gallagher, PhD 
Strengthening the Connections: Research, 
Innovation, and Economic Growth

5:00 p.m. 
UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH  
POSTER RECEPTION
J.W. Connolly Ballroom, 1st Floor
At a special reception open to all Science2010 registrants, 
undergraduates from across the University will exhibit faculty-mentored 
research posters in basic science, medicine, and engineering.

7:30 p.m. 
DARWIN AND THE KID
Henry Heymann Theatre at Stephen Foster Memorial,  
4301 Forbes Avenue
Welcome and Introduction of the Play: Attilio Favorini, PhD
Post-performance Discussion: James G. Lennox, PhD
As a part of this year’s festivities, you are invited on board the 
HMS Beagle with Darwin and the Kid. In this lively and entertaining 
multimedia performance, a young student struggles with his science 
homework until he encounters an unlikely mentor—Charles Darwin. 
Together they embark on an interactive voyage that combines  
high-tech audiovisual elements with live acting. 
Admission is free, but seating is limited and available on  
a first-come, first-served basis.

THURSDAY, 7 OCTOBER
8:00 a.m.  
Registration
Alumni Hall Foyer, 1st Floor

9:00 a.m. 
SPOTLIGHT SESSION 1—Endocytosis
Science Lecture Hall, 3rd Floor 
Moderator: Ora A. Weisz, PhD 
Speakers:
•	Alexander Sorkin, PhD—Cell Signaling and Endocytosis: Friends 
 or Enemies? 
• Linton Traub, PhD—Clathrin Couture: Designing Membrane Coats
• Gerard Apodaca, PhD—Endocytosis in Bladder Umbrella Cells: 
 You Get What You Give 
• Kenneth R. Hallows, MD, PhD—Nedd4-2, A Ubiquitous Bridge
  between Kinase Cascades and Epithelial Channels

SPOTLIGHT SESSION 2—Material Related to Energy 
Room 531 
Moderator: Brian Gleeson, PhD 
Speakers:
•  Anthony Cugini, PhD—NETL—University Collaboration:  A Driver  
 for Energy Innovation and Regional Economic Development 
•  Anthony J. DeArdo, PhD—Steels for Conserving and 
 Transporting Energy 
•  Geoffrey Hutchison, PhD—Next Generation Plastic Solar Cells:  
 Faster, Cheaper, Better 
•  Jörg M.K. Wiezorek, PhD—Multifunctional Materials:  Sustaining  
 and Enabling “Clean” Nuclear Energy Technologies 
 
SPOTLIGHT SESSION 3—Biological Implications 
of Climate Change:  Past and Present 
Room 532 
Moderator: K. Christopher Beard, PhD
Speakers: 
• K. Christopher Beard, PhD—Ancient Episodes of Global Warming  
 and the Iterative Rise and Fall of North American Primates 
•  Andrew L. Mack, PhD—Climate Change and Birds:  What Is 
 Already Happening and What Can We Expect To Happen? 
• Mark Abbott, PhD—Climactic Variability over the Last 100 Years: 
 Is it Unusual for the Holocene? 
 
SPECIAL SPOTLIGHT SESSION—Navigating 
Intellectual Property Rights in Biomedical Research
Room 528 
Given the increasing emphasis on commercialization in biomedical 
research and biotechnology, it is crucial for research scientists 
to understand their rights and obligations when dealing with 
funding agencies, commercial entities, and other researchers. Join 
representatives from the Office of Technology Management, Office  
of Research, and Office of General Counsel as they present case 
studies and real-life scenarios that scientists face daily. 
Moderator: David Carroll, PhD
Speakers: 
•		Theresa J. Colecchia, JD 
•		Kelly Downing 
•		Alexander P. Ducruet, PhD

10:30 a.m.
EXHIBIT BREAK
J.W. Connolly Ballroom, 1st Floor

11:00 a.m. 
PLENARY SESSION 1 
Dickson Prize in Medicine Lecture
Auditorium, 7th Floor
Welcome:  Mark A. Nordenberg, JD
Introduction of Speaker:  Arthur S. Levine, MD
Keynote Speaker: Stephen J. Elledge, PhD
The DNA Damage Response: Stopped  
for Repairs

12:30 p.m.
EXHIBITS & LUNCH
J.W. Connolly Ballroom, 1st Floor

1:00 p.m. 
POSTER SESSION 1
J.W. Connolly Ballroom, 1st Floor
• Basic Life Science—From Molecule to Mouse
• Translational Life Science—From Animal to Human to Community 
• Physical Science and Engineering 
• New Research Tools and Techniques

SCIENCE AT WORK SESSION 1—Building a Smarter 
Planet:  Hype or the Real Deal? 
Room 531
Moderator:  Yoram Vodovotz, PhD
Presenter: Christine Kretz 
You’ve seen the ads; now get some examples of where—and how 
—technology is driving better cities, health care, and energy use.   
IBM has learned a lot over the past year about what it takes  
to build a smarter planet. Hear these compelling examples,  
then decide for yourself whether the smarter planet idea is real.

 
WWW.SCIENCE2010.PITT.EDU

SPECIAL PREVIEW EVENTS 

WEDNESDAY, 6 OCTOBER
Mark B. Roth, PhD

SCIENCE AT WORK SESSION 4 
Bringing Science to Market: Navigating the FDA’s  
Regulation of Medical Technologies
Room 531
Moderator: Cynthia Kern
Presenters: David S. Smith, JD, and Stephen Bollinger, MBA
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has broad authority 
to regulate the sale and clinical use of medical products in the 
United States. While their technologies may still be at a preclinical 
development stage, start-up management teams must still 
demonstrate clear understanding of FDA regulatory practices to 
establish credibility with investors. This session will provide an 
overview and interactive discussion of the FDA review process to 
answer your questions about getting your new technology to market.

2:00 p.m. 
SPOTLIGHT SESSION 10—Systems-Level Science
Room: 532 
Moderator: Bino John, PhD
Speakers:
•  M. Michael Barmada, PhD—Finding Needles in Haystacks:  
 Exploring the Genetics of Complex Diseases 
•  Ziv Bar-Joseph, PhD—Distributed Computing in Cells
•  Ipsita Banerjee, PhD—From Stem Cell to Pancreas:  
 Can We Treat Diabetes? 
•  James R. Faeder, PhD—Rule-Based Modeling of Biochemical  
 Systems: Past, Present, and Future

SPOTLIGHT SESSION 11—Buying Time: Metabolic 
Flexibility 
Science Lecture Hall, 3rd Floor 
Moderator: Mark T. Gladwin, MD
Speakers:
• Patrick M. Kochanek, MD—Emergency Preservation and  
 Resuscitation of Otherwise Lethal Trauma 
• Hülya Bayir, MD—Buying Critical Time in Acute Brain Injury: Novel  
 Lipidomics-Based Anti-Apoptotic Strategies to Rescue Neurons 
• Brian S. Zuckerbraun, MD—Hemorrhagic Shock and Therapeutic  
 Carbon Monoxide: Story of an Asphyxiant Gas 
• Mark T. Gladwin, MD—Curing Disease: The Role of the Nitrite Anion  
 in Hypoxic Signaling and Cytoprotection

SPOTLIGHT SESSION 12—Environmental Exposures
Room 531 
Moderator: Aaron Barchowsky, PhD
Speakers:
• Felicia Wu, PhD—Climate Change and Its Potential Impacts 
 on Food Safety: Fungal Toxins 
• Juan C. Celedón, MD, DrPH—Environment, Lifestyle, and Asthma 
 in Hispanics  
• Nancy L. Day, PhD—Prenatal Marijuana Exposure, Adolescent  
 Marijuana Use, and Symptoms of Psychosis 
• Conrad D. Volz, DrPH—Potential Human Inhalation Exposure 
 to Volatile Organic Compounds from Marcellus Shale Operations

3:30 p.m. 
BREAK 
Alumni Hall Foyer

4:00 p.m. 
PLENARY SESSION 4 
Klaus Hofmann Lecture
Auditorium, 7th Floor
Welcome and Introduction of Speaker:  
Mark T. Gladwin, MD
Keynote Speaker: Mark B. Roth, PhD 
Metabolic Flexibility and Suspended Animation

  

5:00 p.m. 
CLOSING HAPPY HOUR
Foyer, 5th Floor
After two well-spent days of focusing on great science, it will be time 
to kick back and enjoy some good eats and drinks—as well as the 
requisite good music that inevitably defines this closing event.

75227 SCIENCE 2010 Ad.UT_FINAL..indd   2-3 9/28/10   4:43 PM
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A CELEBRATION OF 
PITTSBURGH’S LEADING ROLE IN 

WORLD-CLASS SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Life Sciences Supplier Show

  10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
  Petersen Events Center

Laboratory equipment, consumables, and research supplies from 
up to 50 vendors will be featured at the Life Sciences Supplier 
Show. A complimentary lunch and door prizes are planned. 
This event is being organized by the University’s Supplier 
Management Department in conjunction with the Office 
of Academic Affairs-Health Sciences. Admission is free.

Early Career Transitions: Exploring Your 
Passions and Recognizing Your Potential

3:00 to 5:00 p.m.
Auditorium and Cathedral Views Gallery 
Alumni Hall, 7th Floor

This interactive workshop presented by the Office of Academic 
Career Development–Health Sciences and the University of 
Pittsburgh Postdoctoral Association is designed to bolster 
the professional development of postdoctoral fellows and 
graduate students.

Guest speaker: Elizabeth S. Woo, PhD, vice president at  
Thermo Fisher Scientific

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Unless otherwise noted, all Science2010 events 
will take place in Alumni Hall.  

OPENING RECEPTION AND 
TECHNOLOGY SHOWCASE 

   5:00 p.m. 
  J.W. Connolly Ballroom, 1st Floor
As a special preview to two days of dynamic science 
presentations, all Science2010 registrants are invited 
to the Opening Reception, featuring the always-popular 
Technology Showcase of innovative new technologies 
recently developed at Pitt that are now available  
for licensing. The Technology Showcase is organized  
by the University’s Office of Enterprise Development 
and Office of Technology Management.

FOR REGISTRATION AND 
INFORMATION ABOUT ALL 
SCIENCE2010 EVENTS: 

WWW.SCIENCE2010.PITT.EDU

Stephen J. Elledge, PhD

Patrick D. Gallagher, PhD

Ann M. Graybiel, PhD

FRIDAY, 8 OCTOBER
8:00 a.m. 
REGISTRATION
 Alumni Hall Foyer, 1st Floor

9:00 a.m. 
SPOTLIGHT SESSION 7—The Mysterious Operation 
of the Basal Ganglia in Health and Disease
Room: 532
Moderator: Robert Turner, PhD 
Speakers:
• Peter L. Strick, PhD—Basal Ganglia Loops with the Cerebral 
 Cortex—The Neural Substrate for Disorders of Movement,  
 Cognition, and Affect 
• Edward A. Burton, MD, DPhil—Angling for Cures: Drug Discovery  
 for Basal Ganglia Diseases Using Novel Zebrafish Models  
• J. Timothy Greenamyre, MD, PhD—Why Basal Ganglia Go Bad
 —or—What the Creature from the Black Lagoon Taught Me  
 about Parkinson’s Disease  
• Gonzalo Torres, PhD—Protein Networks Regulating Dopamine  
 Homeostasis
 
SPOTLIGHT SESSION 8—Pragmatic Clinical Trials 
and Comparative Effectiveness Research
Room 531
Moderator: Jane A. Cauley, DrPH
Speakers:
• Sheryl F. Kelsey, PhD—Does It Really Work? Making Clinical 
 Trials Practical 
• Daniel P. Normolle, PhD—Adaptive Clinical Trial Designs:  
 Peeking at the Future 
• Sally C. Morton, PhD—Comparative Effectiveness and You:  
 What, When, How, and Why? 
• Mark S. Roberts, MD, MPP—Comparative Effectiveness Research:  
 Are There Methods in the Madness?
  
SPOTLIGHT SESSION 9—Stem Cells in 
Embryogenesis and Cancer 
Science Lecture Hall, 3rd Floor 
Moderator: Cecilia W. Lo, PhD
Speakers: 
• Lei Yang, PhD—Cardiovascular Differentiation from 
 Human ES/iPS Cells 
• Edward V. Prochownik, MD, PhD—Targeting the “Untargetable”:  
 The c-Myc Oncoprotein as a Universal Driver of Malignant  
 Proliferation   
• Donghun Shin, PhD—The Quest for Liver Development 
 and Regeneration 
• Thomas E. Smithgall, PhD—Chemical Genetics Reveals Specific  
 Functions for Src-Family Kinases in ES Cell Differentiation

10:30 a.m. 
EXHIBIT BREAK
J.W. Connolly Ballroom, 1st Floor

11:00 a.m. 
PLENARY SESSION 3  
Mellon Lecture
Auditorium, 7th Floor
Welcome and Introduction of Speaker:  
Peter L. Strick, PhD
Keynote Speaker:  Ann M. Graybiel, PhD
Our Habitual Lives: How the Brain Makes  
and Breaks Habits

12:30 p.m. 
LUNCH & LAST CALL FOR EXHIBITS
J.W. Connolly Ballroom, 1st Floor

1:00 p.m. 
POSTER SESSION 2
J.W. Connolly Ballroom, 1st Floor
• Basic Life Science—From Molecule to Mouse
• Translational Life Science—From Animal to 
 Human to Community 
• Physical Science and Engineering
• New Research Tools and Techniques
 
SCIENCE AT WORK SESSION 3 
Adding Trend Discovery to Search Engines
Room 532
Moderator: Ansuman Chattopadhyay, PhD
Presenters: Raul Valdes-Perez, PhD and  
Carrie L. Iwema, PhD, MLS
Search technology can match user queries and interrelate found 
documents but doesn’t answer a basic user question:  What topics 
are emerging (or fading) over time? Dr. Valdes-Perez, cofounder  
and executive chairman of Vivisimo, will discuss new National 
Science Foundation-sponsored work that adds trend discovery  
to search engines, with applications to research and development, 
competitive analysis, mining patient narratives, and more.

SCIENCE AT WORK SESSION 2—Long Distance 
Relationships: Telemedicine Today
Room 532
Moderator: Loren H. Roth, MD, MPH
Presenter: Robert J. Noecker, MD, MBA
UPMC’s telemedicine program has implemented a number of 
technologies to solve clinical problems and provide specialty services 
to underserved areas. The initiative uses store and forward, video 
conferencing, and remote monitoring IT solutions to enhance the 
diagnosis and treatment of patients in real time as well as to provide 
remote consultation to distant locations.
 
2:00 p.m. 
SPOTLIGHT SESSION 4—Computational Advances  
Room 531 
Moderator: J. Karl Johnson, PhD 
Speakers: 
• Albert C. To, PhD—Mastering the Art of Cooking . . . 
 Carbon Nanotubes  
• Michael Grabe, PhD—Observing Rare Conformational Changes 
 in Membrane Transporters Using GPU-Accelerated Path Sampling  
• Joseph J. McCarthy, PhD—Controlling Particle Segregation: 
 To Mix or Not To Mix?  
• Vanathi Gopalakrishnan, PhD—Bayesian Rule Learning for Mining  
 Data from Biomarker Profiling Studies
  
SPOTLIGHT SESSION 5—Cell Cycle Checkpoint 
Pathways:  DNA Damage and DNA Replication Interference 
Science Lecture Hall, 3rd Floor 
Moderator: Robert W. Sobol, PhD
Speakers:  
• Bennett Van Houten, PhD—The Mitochondrial Genome: 
 a Fossil to Fix or a Harbinger of Cell Death?  
• Yong Wan, PhD—The Interplay between Rad17 and Cdh1/APC 
 in DNA Damage Checkpoint Signaling 
• Christopher Bakkenist, PhD—DNA Damage Signaling 
 at the Replication Fork 
• Michael Trakselis, PhD—Creation of an Enzymatically 
 Synthesized Genome
   
SPOTLIGHT SESSION 6—New Ways of 
Seeing Things
Room 532
Moderator: James Conway, PhD
Speakers:
•  Peijun Zhang, PhD—“Seeing” with 3-D Electron Microscopy:  
 Visualizing HIV-1 Particles in Host Cells 
•  Patrick C.A. van der Wel, PhD—Studying Troublesome Solids:  
 How Magic (Angles) and High RPMs Allow a Molecular View  
 of Aggregated Proteins 
• Stéphane Petoud, PhD—Luminescent Lanthanide Compounds 
 for Real-Time Biological Imaging   
•  Jeremy Levy, PhD—A Novel Nanoscale Optical Detector

3:30 p.m. 
EXHIBIT BREAK 
J.W. Connolly Ballroom, 1st Floor

4:00 p.m. 
PLENARY SESSION 2  
Provost Lecture
Auditorium, 7th Floor
Welcome and Introduction of Speaker:  
Patricia E. Beeson, PhD
Keynote Speaker: Patrick D. Gallagher, PhD 
Strengthening the Connections: Research, 
Innovation, and Economic Growth

5:00 p.m. 
UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH  
POSTER RECEPTION
J.W. Connolly Ballroom, 1st Floor
At a special reception open to all Science2010 registrants, 
undergraduates from across the University will exhibit faculty-mentored 
research posters in basic science, medicine, and engineering.

7:30 p.m. 
DARWIN AND THE KID
Henry Heymann Theatre at Stephen Foster Memorial,  
4301 Forbes Avenue
Welcome and Introduction of the Play: Attilio Favorini, PhD
Post-performance Discussion: James G. Lennox, PhD
As a part of this year’s festivities, you are invited on board the 
HMS Beagle with Darwin and the Kid. In this lively and entertaining 
multimedia performance, a young student struggles with his science 
homework until he encounters an unlikely mentor—Charles Darwin. 
Together they embark on an interactive voyage that combines  
high-tech audiovisual elements with live acting. 
Admission is free, but seating is limited and available on  
a first-come, first-served basis.

THURSDAY, 7 OCTOBER
8:00 a.m.  
Registration
Alumni Hall Foyer, 1st Floor

9:00 a.m. 
SPOTLIGHT SESSION 1—Endocytosis
Science Lecture Hall, 3rd Floor 
Moderator: Ora A. Weisz, PhD 
Speakers:
•	Alexander Sorkin, PhD—Cell Signaling and Endocytosis: Friends 
 or Enemies? 
• Linton Traub, PhD—Clathrin Couture: Designing Membrane Coats
• Gerard Apodaca, PhD—Endocytosis in Bladder Umbrella Cells: 
 You Get What You Give 
• Kenneth R. Hallows, MD, PhD—Nedd4-2, A Ubiquitous Bridge
  between Kinase Cascades and Epithelial Channels

SPOTLIGHT SESSION 2—Material Related to Energy 
Room 531 
Moderator: Brian Gleeson, PhD 
Speakers:
•  Anthony Cugini, PhD—NETL—University Collaboration:  A Driver  
 for Energy Innovation and Regional Economic Development 
•  Anthony J. DeArdo, PhD—Steels for Conserving and 
 Transporting Energy 
•  Geoffrey Hutchison, PhD—Next Generation Plastic Solar Cells:  
 Faster, Cheaper, Better 
•  Jörg M.K. Wiezorek, PhD—Multifunctional Materials:  Sustaining  
 and Enabling “Clean” Nuclear Energy Technologies 
 
SPOTLIGHT SESSION 3—Biological Implications 
of Climate Change:  Past and Present 
Room 532 
Moderator: K. Christopher Beard, PhD
Speakers: 
• K. Christopher Beard, PhD—Ancient Episodes of Global Warming  
 and the Iterative Rise and Fall of North American Primates 
•  Andrew L. Mack, PhD—Climate Change and Birds:  What Is 
 Already Happening and What Can We Expect To Happen? 
• Mark Abbott, PhD—Climactic Variability over the Last 100 Years: 
 Is it Unusual for the Holocene? 
 
SPECIAL SPOTLIGHT SESSION—Navigating 
Intellectual Property Rights in Biomedical Research
Room 528 
Given the increasing emphasis on commercialization in biomedical 
research and biotechnology, it is crucial for research scientists 
to understand their rights and obligations when dealing with 
funding agencies, commercial entities, and other researchers. Join 
representatives from the Office of Technology Management, Office  
of Research, and Office of General Counsel as they present case 
studies and real-life scenarios that scientists face daily. 
Moderator: David Carroll, PhD
Speakers: 
•		Theresa J. Colecchia, JD 
•		Kelly Downing 
•		Alexander P. Ducruet, PhD

10:30 a.m.
EXHIBIT BREAK
J.W. Connolly Ballroom, 1st Floor

11:00 a.m. 
PLENARY SESSION 1 
Dickson Prize in Medicine Lecture
Auditorium, 7th Floor
Welcome:  Mark A. Nordenberg, JD
Introduction of Speaker:  Arthur S. Levine, MD
Keynote Speaker: Stephen J. Elledge, PhD
The DNA Damage Response: Stopped  
for Repairs

12:30 p.m.
EXHIBITS & LUNCH
J.W. Connolly Ballroom, 1st Floor

1:00 p.m. 
POSTER SESSION 1
J.W. Connolly Ballroom, 1st Floor
• Basic Life Science—From Molecule to Mouse
• Translational Life Science—From Animal to Human to Community 
• Physical Science and Engineering 
• New Research Tools and Techniques

SCIENCE AT WORK SESSION 1—Building a Smarter 
Planet:  Hype or the Real Deal? 
Room 531
Moderator:  Yoram Vodovotz, PhD
Presenter: Christine Kretz 
You’ve seen the ads; now get some examples of where—and how 
—technology is driving better cities, health care, and energy use.   
IBM has learned a lot over the past year about what it takes  
to build a smarter planet. Hear these compelling examples,  
then decide for yourself whether the smarter planet idea is real.

 
WWW.SCIENCE2010.PITT.EDU

SPECIAL PREVIEW EVENTS 

WEDNESDAY, 6 OCTOBER
Mark B. Roth, PhD

SCIENCE AT WORK SESSION 4 
Bringing Science to Market: Navigating the FDA’s  
Regulation of Medical Technologies
Room 531
Moderator: Cynthia Kern
Presenters: David S. Smith, JD, and Stephen Bollinger, MBA
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has broad authority 
to regulate the sale and clinical use of medical products in the 
United States. While their technologies may still be at a preclinical 
development stage, start-up management teams must still 
demonstrate clear understanding of FDA regulatory practices to 
establish credibility with investors. This session will provide an 
overview and interactive discussion of the FDA review process to 
answer your questions about getting your new technology to market.

2:00 p.m. 
SPOTLIGHT SESSION 10—Systems-Level Science
Room: 532 
Moderator: Bino John, PhD
Speakers:
•  M. Michael Barmada, PhD—Finding Needles in Haystacks:  
 Exploring the Genetics of Complex Diseases 
•  Ziv Bar-Joseph, PhD—Distributed Computing in Cells
•  Ipsita Banerjee, PhD—From Stem Cell to Pancreas:  
 Can We Treat Diabetes? 
•  James R. Faeder, PhD—Rule-Based Modeling of Biochemical  
 Systems: Past, Present, and Future

SPOTLIGHT SESSION 11—Buying Time: Metabolic 
Flexibility 
Science Lecture Hall, 3rd Floor 
Moderator: Mark T. Gladwin, MD
Speakers:
• Patrick M. Kochanek, MD—Emergency Preservation and  
 Resuscitation of Otherwise Lethal Trauma 
• Hülya Bayir, MD—Buying Critical Time in Acute Brain Injury: Novel  
 Lipidomics-Based Anti-Apoptotic Strategies to Rescue Neurons 
• Brian S. Zuckerbraun, MD—Hemorrhagic Shock and Therapeutic  
 Carbon Monoxide: Story of an Asphyxiant Gas 
• Mark T. Gladwin, MD—Curing Disease: The Role of the Nitrite Anion  
 in Hypoxic Signaling and Cytoprotection

SPOTLIGHT SESSION 12—Environmental Exposures
Room 531 
Moderator: Aaron Barchowsky, PhD
Speakers:
• Felicia Wu, PhD—Climate Change and Its Potential Impacts 
 on Food Safety: Fungal Toxins 
• Juan C. Celedón, MD, DrPH—Environment, Lifestyle, and Asthma 
 in Hispanics  
• Nancy L. Day, PhD—Prenatal Marijuana Exposure, Adolescent  
 Marijuana Use, and Symptoms of Psychosis 
• Conrad D. Volz, DrPH—Potential Human Inhalation Exposure 
 to Volatile Organic Compounds from Marcellus Shale Operations

3:30 p.m. 
BREAK 
Alumni Hall Foyer

4:00 p.m. 
PLENARY SESSION 4 
Klaus Hofmann Lecture
Auditorium, 7th Floor
Welcome and Introduction of Speaker:  
Mark T. Gladwin, MD
Keynote Speaker: Mark B. Roth, PhD 
Metabolic Flexibility and Suspended Animation

  

5:00 p.m. 
CLOSING HAPPY HOUR
Foyer, 5th Floor
After two well-spent days of focusing on great science, it will be time 
to kick back and enjoy some good eats and drinks—as well as the 
requisite good music that inevitably defines this closing event.

75227 SCIENCE 2010 Ad.UT_FINAL..indd   2-3 9/28/10   4:43 PM



TIMESU N I V E R S I T Y

14

P E O P L E   O F   T H E   T I M E S
The People of the Times column features recent news on 
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Edward Chu, an internation-
ally renowned expert in the biology 
and treatment 
of colorectal 
cancer, has been 
named chief of 
the Division of 
Hematology/
Oncology at the 
School of Medi-
cine and deputy director of the 
University of Pittsburgh Cancer 
Institute (UPCI).

Before coming to UPCI, Chu 
served as a professor of medicine 
and pharmacology at Yale Univer-
sity School of Medicine, chief of 
the section of medical oncology 
and deputy director of the Yale 
Cancer Center.

Chu is well-recognized for his 
contributions in understanding 
the action of anti-metabolites 
in cancer therapy. His findings 
have been published in more 
than 160 publications and his 
work has been funded through 
the National Cancer Institute 
(NCI) and the Veterans Admin-
istration merit program. He has 
served as a member of numerous 
editorial boards and has been an 
active member of the peer review 
process, serving as a member and 
chair of the National Institutes of 
Health/NCI experimental thera-
peutics 1 study section.

In 1987, he began training in 

medical oncology at NCI, where 
he extended his interest in cancer 
pharmacology and gastrointesti-
nal oncology, and he served as a 
tenured senior clinical investigator 
in the NCI-Navy medical oncol-
ogy branch in Maryland.

Pitt has named Everette 
James as associate vice chancellor 
for health policy and planning at 
the Schools of the Health Sci-
ences. James, currently serving 
as secretary of the Pennsylvania 
Department of Health, will 
assume this newly created position 
on Oct. 1.

James, who also will hold the 
title of professor of health policy 
and management at the Gradu-
ate School of Public Health, will 
be engaged in teaching, stu-
dent advising and collaborative 
research among the six health sci-
ences schools, as well as between 
the University and UPMC in the 
area of health policy. 

He also will advise on legal 
issues related to new delivery 
models driven by health reform, 
and monitor, analyze and provide 
guidance on emerging health 
reform issues and reimbursement 
models.

As secretary of the health 
department since 2008, James 
has overseen the regulation of all 
hospitals, nursing homes and man-

aged care plans in Pennsylvania, 
as well as the implementation of 
sweeping state and federal health 
reforms.

Prior to his appointment as 
secretary, James served as a senior 
adviser to the governor, counsel-
ing on health care issues affecting 
the commonwealth.

Before that, James was part-
ner in the Washington, D.C., 
law office of LeBoeuf, Lamb, 
Greene and MacRae with a prac-
tice focused on health, safety and 
insurance regulatory and compli-
ance matters. James also served as 
senior adviser and deputy assistant 
secretary of the U.S. Department 
of Commerce.

Anne B. Newman, an interna-
tionally known expert in aging and 

public health, 
has been chosen 
to  l ead  the 
Department of 
Epidemiology 
at the Gradu-
ate School of 
Public Health 
(GSPH).

The recipient of numerous 
federal grants, Newman focuses 
on the medical, behavioral and 
genetic determinants of healthy 
aging. She has found that diseases 
while still in the early and asymp-
tomatic stages can affect physical, 

cognitive and muscle function, and 
contribute to frailty as people age. 
Her work on body composition 
and fitness established the negative 
impact of high body fat on strength 
and walking performance, and 
demonstrated the importance of 
fitness to overall function in aging.

Newman has been a faculty 
member in epidemiology at 
GSPH since 2005 and directs 
the school’s Center for Aging and 
Population Health.

Pitt’s School of Nursing faculty 
recently have been recognized 
with awards:

• Lora Burke, a faculty 
member in nursing and epide-
miology in the Department of 
Health and Community Systems, 
was elected chair of the Ameri-
can Heart Association Scientific 
Council on Nutrition, Physical 
Activity and Metabolism. She will 
serve in this role until 2012.

Burke also was appointed as a 
member of the clinical and inte-
grative diabe- tes and obesity 
study section at the National 
Institutes of Health. She will serve 
in that role until 2013.

• Michael W. Neft, a faculty 
member in the Department of 
Acute and Tertiary Care, was 
selected to serve as chair of the 
American Association of Nurse 
Anesthetists’ professional practice 
committee. Neft also was elected 
secretary of the Pennsylvania 
Association  of  Nurse  Anesthe-
tists.

• Gail Wolf, a faculty member 
in the Department of Acute and 
Tertiary Care, received a Nurs-
ing Excellence in Teaching and 
Technology Award for her proj-
ect, “The Virtual Hospital: A 
Simulation for Healthy Decision 
Making.” Through this project, 
students are able to experiment 
with solutions to real-life prob-
lems facing today’s health care 
leaders.

UPMC last week announced 
the appointment of Steven Shap-
iro to the newly 
created role of 
chief medical 
and scientific 
officer. Shapiro 
serves as Jack D. 
Myers Profes-
sor of Medicine 
and chair of the 
medical school’s Department of 
Medicine. 

As a member of UPMC’s 
executive team, Shapiro will pro-
vide medical leadership for a wide 
range of quality improvement, 
patient safety and care manage-
ment initiatives that further the 
development of innovative and 
cost-effective treatments across 
the health system.

Shapiro also will spearhead 
scientific investigations into new 
models for understanding and 
addressing aggressive disease 
while minimizing over-diagnosis 
and over-treatment.

Initiatives under his leadership 
will bridge UPMC’s hospital divi-
sion,  physician division and insur-
ance division, and guide UPMC 
in driving the future of medicine 
and patient care.

Prior to joining Pitt and 
UPMC, Shapiro was the Parker B. 
Francis Professor of Medicine at 
Harvard Medical School and chief, 
Pulmonary and Critical Care at 
Brigham and Women’s Hospital. 

He will remain as chair of Pitt’s 
Department of Medicine while the 
search for his successor proceeds. 

Raman Venkataramanan, 
a  f a c u l t y 
member in 
the Depart-
ment of Phar-
m a c e u t i c a l 
Sciences at 
the School of 
Pharmacy, was 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

12:00 p.m.    Complimentary Buffet Lunch
12:15 p.m.    Opening of the Plenary

Michael Pinsky, President, University Senate
12:25 p.m.    Welcoming Remarks

Mark A. Nordenberg, Chancellor
12:35 p.m.    Overview and Introduction to “Social Entrepreneurship Spotlight”

Audrey J. Murrell, Associate Professor of Business Administration, Psychology, Public and 
International Affairs, and Director, David Berg Center for Ethics and Leadership, Katz 
Graduate School of Business

12:40 p.m.    Profile of Micah Toll (Mechanical Engineering, 2011)
Swanson School of Engineering and winner of Pitt’s 2009 and 2010 “Big Idea” competition

12:55 p.m.    Introduction of Keynote Speaker
Audrey J. Murrell

  1:05 p.m.    Keynote Address
“Social Entrepreneurship: Forging New Freedoms for People with Disabilities” 
Dr. Rory A. Cooper, Distinguished Professor and FISA-Paralyzed Veterans of America Chair

  2:00 p.m.    Panel Discussion 
- Max F. Miller, Director – Innovation Practice Institute, School of Law 
- Laura Atkinson Schaefer, Deputy Director, The Mascaro Center for Sustainable Innovation 
and Associate Professor and Bicentennial Board of Visitors Faculty Fellow, Department of 
Mechanical Engineering & Materials Science, Swanson School of Engineering 

- Ann Dugan, Assistant Dean and Director, Institute for Entrepreneurship Excellence, Katz
Graduate School of  Business

Moderator: Tracy Soska Professor and Continuing Education Director, School of Social Work
  2:45 p.m.    Closing Remarks

Patricia E. Beeson, Provost and Senior Vice Chancellor

ALL  FACULTY,  STAFF  &  STUDENTS  ARE  INVITED  TO  ATTEND

University of Pittsburgh
     The Senate of the University of Pittsburgh

Social entrepreneurs combine research, knowledge and a passion for change to make an impact on the world 
around them.They also are described as non-traditional thinkers who use business solutions to address a social 
problem or mission. Across the Pitt campus, there are a number of examples of social entrepreneurship that utilize 
the expertise and innovative practice of our faculty, students and staff. Whether working with non-profit ventures, 
traditional business with a social mission or a hybrid partnership of business-government-community, social 
entrepreneurs look for the most effective methods to have a social impact that creates meaningful change. This 
plenary session will explore the various ways in which students, faculty and units across the University are engaged 
in research, projects and partnerships that tackle major social issues and offer new ideas for local and national change. 

The Senate of the University of Pittsburgh Fall 2010 Plenary

Social Entrepreneurship at Pitt:
Innovators, Change-makers & Local Heroes

Tuesday, October 26, 2010
Noon-3 p.m.

Assembly Room, William Pitt Union



Pitt and the Comcast Network 
have teamed up to broadcast 
more than 500 hours annually of 
Panthers athletics events, includ-
ing live broadcasts of some men’s 
basketball games as well as re-
broadcasts of all home football 
games.

Pitt Panthers Television, which 
was launched last week on Com-
cast channel 188 or 210, depend-
ing on the neighborhood, also 
will air live football and men’s 
basketball pre- and postgame 
shows, women’s basketball games 
and women’s volleyball games, 
as well as other Olympic sports 
and original programming. The 
station also offers rebroadcasts 
of football and basketball games 
on Comcast’s Xfinity on Demand 
platform.

Comcast digital customers 
living in western Pennsylvania 

Pitt, Comcast join up
and parts of central Pennsylvania 
will see Pitt Panthers Television 
throughout the week, including 
Sundays 11 a.m.-7 p.m.

Athletics director Steve Ped-
erson said, “We know from our 
current viewership numbers that 
the public wants as much Pitt 
sports programming as we can 
give them. This will also give us 
an opportunity to showcase our 
entire program.”

Pederson said the schedule for 
certain games, for example men’s 
basketball, won’t be determined 
until national and local networks 
announce the games they will 
air. “We’ll take any games that 
go untelevised under our current 
contracts and put them on Pitt 
Panthers Television,” he said. 

For the television schedule, go 
to www.pittsburghpanthers.com/
ot/panthers-on-the-air.html.    n

UPMC ranked 5th on this 
year’s InformationWeek 500 — a 
list of the nation’s top technol-
ogy innovators from across all 
industries. The global health 
enterprise also was honored with 
the Healthcare Innovation Award 
for creating a system that allows 
radiologists and physicians to 
access imaging studies from across 
UPMC.

UPMC rose from No. 9 last 
year and has made the list for 
nine consecutive years, joining 
such well-known companies as 
Vanguard Group, Merck and 
Colgate-Palmolive. The honorees 
are featured on InformationWeek.
com, available at www.informa-
tionweek.com/1278/index.jhtml. 

As one example of UPMC’s 
technology performance, Infor-
mationWeek focused on the 
health system’s development of a 
standards-based platform called 
SingleView for providing radiolo-
gists and other clinicians with a 
unified view of a patient’s imaging 
studies from across UPMC’s 20 
hospitals and 30 imaging centers.

“For 22 years, the Informa-
tionWeek 500 has honored the 
most innovative users of business 

technology,” said Information-
Week editor in chief Rob Preston. 
“As we start to emerge from the 
worst recession in decades, the IT 
focus is now on driving growth 
— new sources of revenue, new 
relationships with customers, even 
new business models. This year’s 
ranking placed special emphasis 

on those companies and business 
technology executives leading 
that charge.”

UPMC long has been recog-
nized as a leader in using tech-
nology to improve the quality 
and efficiency of health care. It 
has been named one of the 100 
Most Wired hospitals and health 

systems in the United States by 
Hospitals & Health Networks, the 
journal of the American Hospital 
Association, for 12 consecutive 
years. 

It also recently was named one 
of the Top 25 Connected Health-
care Facilities by Health Imaging 
& IT.                                          n

UPMC recognized for technology innovation
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ROBERT MORRIS
UNIVERSITY

presents
PITTSBURGH

SPEAKERS
SERIES

Join us for seven
fascinating evenings.

Series Sold by Subscription Only

Order Now!
BY PHONE: (412) 392-4900
ONLINE: www.pittsburghspeakersseries.org

AT HEINZ HALL

S P O N S O R E D  B Y

THOMAS FRIEDMAN
Three-time Pulitzer Prize
Winning Commentator,
NYT Columnist and Author
of The World Is Flat

Wed., Oct. 13, 2010

ELIZABETH GILBERT
New York Times Bestselling
Author of Committed and
Eat, Pray, Love

Wed., Nov. 3, 2010

BEN CARSON
Celebrated Pediatric
Neurosurgeon

Wed., Nov. 17, 2010

PEGGY NOONAN
Columnist, Bestselling Author
& Former Presidential
Speechwriter

Wed., Jan. 26, 2011

F.W. DE KLERK
Former President of 
South Africa and Nobel 
Peace Prize Laureate

Wed., Feb. 23, 2011

MARK SHIELDS
Syndicated Columnist and
Political Commentator
on The NewsHour With
Jim Lehrer

Wed., Mar. 16, 2011

HOWARD DEAN
Former Vermont Governor

& DNC Chairman

KARL ROVE
Former Bush Advisor
& Deputy Chief of Staff

ROVE VS. DEAN

Wed., April 27, 2011

ROBERT MORRIS
UNIVERSITY

presents
PITTSBURGH

SPEAKERS
SERIES

Subscriptions Available
For as Low as $285

AT HEINZ HALL

Join us for seven
fascinating evenings.

Series Sold by Subscription Only

Order Now!
BY PHONE: (412) 392-4900
ONLINE: www.pittsburghspeakersseries.org
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appointed as editor in chief of the 
American Journal of Analytical 
Chemistry.

Venkataramanan, who joined 
the Pitt faculty in 1980, also holds a 
faculty appointment in pathology 
at the School of Medicine and is a 
member of the Thomas E. Starzl 
Transplantation Institute, the 
Center for Clinical Pharmacology, 
the Clinical and Translational Sci-
ence Institute and the University 
of Pittsburgh Cancer Institute. 
He is the director of the Clinical 
Pharmacokinetics Laboratory.

Robert E. Schoen, a faculty 
member in medicine and epide-
miology and a leader in the field 
of early detection and prevention 
of colorectal cancer, last week 
received the Sadie Gerson Dis-
tinguished Scholar Award.

The award was established in 
2009 by Sandy Gerson Snyder 
in memory of her mother, Sadie 
Gerson, who died from colon 
cancer at the age of 51. The award 
supports educational programs 
for faculty and staff at the School 
of Medicine as well as the com-
munity at large, with the goal of 
broadening horizons and pushing 
the boundaries of knowledge as 
scientists, physicians and patients 
work together in the fight against 
colorectal cancer. 

Megan Leadbetter has been 
named director of Admissions at 
the Titusville 
campus. Lead-
better joined 
Pitt-Titusville 
in 2008 as an 
a d m i s s i o n s 
counselor and 
was promoted 
to assistant director of Admissions 
in 2009. 

In her new position, Leadbet-
ter will assume direct responsibil-
ity for UPT’s overall recruiting 
process with a focus on strength-
ening relationships with high 
schools in western Pennsylvania.

In the coming year, she will 
lead an effort to visit more than 
100 high schools and participate 
in 25 college fairs with the goal 
of increasing the quality of stu-

dents who apply directly to Pitt-
Titusville.

Leadbetter is a 2007 graduate 
of Clarion University where she 
earned her B.S. in speech commu-
nications. She currently is enrolled 
at Walden University pursuing 
her master’s degree in higher 
education with a concentration in 
enrollment management.

Also on the Titusville campus, 
the UPT Learning Center has 
a new director and new staff 
members.

The new staff is led by Joanne 
Burgert, who comes to UPT after 
serving for 10 years as the director 
of learning support at Pitt-Brad-
ford. In addition, Burgert was the 
coordinator of UPB’s freshman 
learning cluster program and a 
faculty member in education.

Assisting Burgert in the Learn-
ing Center are Shannon Barrios 

and Jillian Wooldridge.
In addition to tutoring, Barrios 

teaches Spanish and instruction 
and learning courses at UPT. 
She earned a B.A. from Bucknell 
University with a double major 
in English literature and music. 
Her master’s in public adminis-
tration degree is from Columbia 
University.

Wooldridge is an electronics 
instructor at the Erie Institute of 
Technology and is teaching the 
freshman engineering seminar at 
UPT this year. 

She earned a B.S. in electrical 
engineering from Penn State-
Behrend where she worked as a 
math tutor for three years. She 
also holds a B.A. in secondary 
mathematics education from Mer-
cyhurst College and an MEd in 
curriculum and instruction from 
Gannon University.                   n



REES, global studies 
awarded new federal 
designations, funding

The Center for Russian and 
East European Studies (REES) 
and the global studies program, 
both units of the University 
Center for International Studies 
(UCIS), recently received new 
designations.

REES was designated for the 
first time as a Title VI Compre-
hensive National Resource Center 
(NRC) by the U.S. Department 
of Education. Previously, the 
center had been recognized as an 
Undergraduate NRC, with Title 
VI funding primarily targeted 
to initiatives in undergraduate 
education. 

The center’s new status 
acknowledges the excellence of 
REES’s graduate and professional 
school programs in addition to its 
traditionally strong undergradu-
ate programs.

REES also received Title VI 
funding for foreign language and 
area studies fellowships which, 
under new U.S. Department of 
Education regulations, now are 
available to undergraduates as 
well as graduate students who are 
pursuing coursework in foreign 
languages and area studies.

REES will apply its new Title 
VI funds, totaling approximately 
$2.5 million over the next four 
years, to a variety of educational 
programs, including:

• Visiting faculty positions 
in Bosnian/Croatian/Serbian 
language and on Islam in south-
eastern Europe and Central Asia;

• Specialized training and 
proficiency assessment in critical 

need languages, including inten-
sive summer language programs;

• Faculty-led study abroad 
courses in Turkey, Croatia, the 
Czech Republic and Poland;

• Interdisciplinary one-credit 
courses on contemporary issues 
in the REES world area;

• Linkages with East European 
universities, including those in 
countries with significant Muslim 
populations such as Bulgaria, 
Kosovo and Turkey;

• Annual graduate and under-
graduate student conferences;

• Professional development 
workshops for educators, includ-
ing non-traditional constituencies 
such as K-12 science teachers and 
community college faculty;

• Acquisition of library and 
film resources, and

• Graduate and undergraduate 
foreign language and area studies 
fellowships in Bosnian/Croatian/
Serbian, Bulgarian, Hungarian, 
Polish, Russian, Slovak, Turkish 
and Ukrainian.

In addition, the UCIS global 
studies program recently received 
its first-time designation as a 
National Resource Center by the 
U.S. Department of Education. 

The Title VI grant totals 
approximately $1.5 million and 
will be applied over the next four 
years.

The global studies program 
fosters interdisciplinary, compara-
tive and cross-cultural learning 
and research on critical global 
issues within the areas of the 
economy, health, security and 
society. 

The program grants under-
graduate and graduate certificates 
and, in cooperation with the Uni-
versity Honors College, offers the 
Bachelor of Philosophy in Inter-
national and Area Studies degree.  
 The federal funding supports such 
global studies initiatives as:

• Increasing opportunities for 
scholarship through research and 
conference support for 40 global 
studies scholars and co-sponsor-
ship of four major conferences on 
global issues;

• Expanding interdisciplinary 
course offerings in global health 
and the addition of global content 
to at least 20 courses, including 
12 in Pitt’s professional schools;  

• Providing opportunities for 
the advanced study of less com-
monly taught languages, specifi-
cally Turkish, Swahili and Farsi; 

• Developing a new global-
studies-themed historical library 
collection at Pitt that will be 
accessible to the public;

• Offering both graduate and 
undergraduate foreign language 
and area studies fellowships in 
Arabic, Chinese, Hebrew, Hindi, 
Farsi, Portuguese, Swahili, Turk-
ish and Urdu;

• Providing global studies 
and language pedagogy training 
via professional development 
opportunities for K-12 teachers 
and postsecondary faculty, and

• Increasing global content 
in two school districts serving a 
combined K-12 student popula-
tion of approximately 27,000.   n
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Serving Hours: 11am to 9pm
ALL THREE DAYS!

WE’RE DOING IT AGAIN!!!
St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral, Oakland

THURSDAY, SEPT. 30
FRIDAY/SATURDAY, OCT. 1 & 2

 • Delicious Greek Food  
•  Luscious Sweet Pastries
•  Wonderful Greek Dancers

 • Lively Greek Music until 
9 PM Thursday/Friday & 11 PM Saturday 

*St. Nicholas Cathedral is located on the corner of S. Dithridge St. and Forbes Ave., 
across from The Carnegie Museum.

Call 412.682.3866
or visit www.stnickspgh.org

Eat In or Take Out  •  Fax Orders: 412.683.4960

MINI

R E A C H
the University community.

The Ellis School   Pittsburgh’s Only Age 3 – Grade 12 Independent Girls’ School  
www.TheEllisSchool.org   412.661.4880

I am an ellis girl

I think Ellis is fun, and love coming to 
school with my older sister every day  
» I like to paint pretty pictures and  
get to do that at Ellis » I want to teach 
science to big people when I grow up.

Open House
Friday, October 15 
9:00 am
Sunday, November 7 
2:00 pm

A D V E R T I S E
in the University Times.
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Sustainable 
LCA criteria to 
be updated 

goal concerns the human aspect. 
We spend 90 percent of our time 
inside, and we know very little 
about the real quality of indoor air. 
The interaction between people 
and the indoor environment needs 
to be considered if we want to 
understand overall sustainability.”

To improve the LCA model, 
the researchers will first identify 
its weakest components — those 
that need to be more thorough, 
considerations that are overlooked 
and cumbersome aspects of the 
model — through electronic 
surveys distributed to people and 
trade groups in the architecture, 
construction and engineering 
fields, as well as an evaluation of 
current case studies on sustainable 
building. 

The team then will develop cri-
teria that engineers and architects 
can use to determine the long-
term sustainability of a building 
and its components. In addition, 
the group plans to integrate the 
revised LCA template into a digital 
interface. This simulator would 
predict the possible environmen-
tal footprint of various construc-
tion decisions. Bilec said the group 
then would test the interface on 
structures in Pittsburgh.

The final prospective step 
in the project is to incorporate 
the new LCA into the building 
information modeling process, 
real-time software widely used to 
design and construct buildings.

Co-investigators from Pitt 
include Alex Jones of electrical 
and computer engineering, Amy 
Landis of civil and environmental 

engineering and Laura Schaefer 
of mechanical engineering and 
materials science. 

lung fluid into the cell, acting as 
a pump that regulates cardiolipin 
levels.

Infection leads to the death 
of cells, and that releases cel-
lular components, including 
cardiolipin, into the surround-
ing fluid, Mallampalli explained. 
The carrier protein can become 
overwhelmed, allowing cardio-
lipin levels to climb. The excess 
cardiolipin disrupts the function 
of surfactant, a lubricant that is 
necessary for the proper expan-
sion and contraction of the lungs 
during breathing, which can lead 
to more tissue damage.

When cardiolipin was adminis-
tered to mice, their lung function 
became impaired and their lung 
tissue became damaged akin to 
what is seen with pneumonia. 
Similarly, mice with a mutation in 
the carrier protein gene were more 
likely to have severe pneumonia.

“This research was inspired by 
the knowledge that some people 
have a mutation in this protein, a 
condition called Byler’s disease, 
and they are more likely to get 
pneumonia,” Mallampalli noted.

In other experiments, mice 
with the gene mutation and 
pneumonia were treated with an 
engineered protein fragment that 
attached to the cardiolipin binding 
site, preventing the molecule from 
interacting with surfactant and 
ultimately reducing lung injury 
and improving survival.

“A similar strategy might work 
in people and could be a very useful 
option at a time when we have 
bacterial strains that are resistant 
to multiple antibiotics,” said Mark 
Gladwin, chief of the Division of 
Pulmonary, Allergy and Critical 

Care Medicine. 
Mallampalli and his colleagues 

now are working on ways to deliver 
proteins into the lung that tightly 
bind cardiolipin, with the goal of 
translating this approach for test-
ing in pneumonia patients.

The study team includes Bill 
B. Chen and Bryan J. McVerry 
of the Acute Lung Injury Center 
of Excellence. 

The research was funded by 
the U.S. Department of Veterans 
Affairs and the National Institutes 
of Health.

Valve implants 
aid emphysema 
patients

Tiny one-way valves that block 
portions of emphysema-ravaged 
lungs improved lung function, 
exercise tolerance and symptoms 
at the cost of a modest increase in 
adverse events, according to a mul-
ticenter international study led by 
School of Medicine researchers. 
The findings are available in the 
Sept. 23 issue of the New England 
Journal of Medicine.

The valves are designed to 
allow emptying but not re-
inflation of overinflated portions 
of the lung, making them shrink 
and allowing the healthier por-
tions of the lung to function 
more normally. The valves are 
about the size of a pencil eraser 
and are inserted using a bron-
choscope. They are being tested 
as a minimally invasive substitute 
for lung-reduction surgery, which 
involves removing selected areas 
of hyperinflated lungs.

The Endobronchial Valve 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18

Melissa Bilec, a faculty 
member in civil and environ-
mental engineering in the Swan-
son School of Engineering, has 
received a $2 million emerging 
frontiers in research and innova-
tion grant in science in energy and 
environmental design from the 
National Science Foundation to 
lead a group of Pitt and Carnegie 
Mellon University researchers 
in evaluating and expanding the 
scope of life-cycle assessments, 
or LCAs. 

When used in construction, 
LCAs analyze a building’s envi-
ronmental impact throughout its 
existence, from the production 
of its basic components and raw 
materials to its eventual demoli-
tion and disposal.

The current LCA model has 
not developed in step with sustain-
able engineering research, Bilec 
explained, meaning that important 
considerations are not factored 
into a building’s construction. 
Notably absent is a method for 
quantifying a structure’s potential 
effect on the people who use it 
every day, she said. For instance, 
LCAs currently consider the emis-
sions produced when carpeting is 
manufactured, but not the gases 
slowly released by the carpeting 
and its adhesives over time. 

Bilec said: “For our study, we 
first want to make sure sustain-
able buildings perform as they 
should. If they do not, we need 
to modify the design. Our second 

Cardiolipin 
linked to 
pneumonia 
severity 

A structural molecule and the 
cellular pump that regulates its 
levels influence the severity of 
pneumonia and could provide 
new ways of treating the lung 
infection, according to scientists 
at Pitt and the University of Iowa. 
Their findings are available online 
in Nature Medicine.

Despite decades of research, 
there has been little new informa-
tion on which biological mecha-
nisms make bacterial pneumonia 
get worse, said senior author 
Rama K. Mallampalli, a faculty 
member in the School of Medi-
cine’s Acute Lung Injury Center 
of Excellence and pulmonary 
division chief at the VA Pittsburgh 
Healthcare System.

“Our study reveals some of 
the molecular steps that can lead 
to lung injury after infection and 
shows us new avenues for pneu-
monia therapy that don’t have to 
target bacteria, as antibiotics do,” 
he said.

The researchers found that 
lung fluid from humans and mice 
with pneumonia contains abnor-
mally high levels of cardiolipin, a 
structural molecule that typically 
is found in the membranes of 
energy-making mitochondria. 
A carrier protein called Atp8b1 
transports the molecule from the 
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for Emphysema Palliation Trial 
(VENT) compared the safety and 
efficacy of endobronchial valves 
(EBV) to medical treatment in 
patients with severe emphysema, 
explained principal investiga-
tor Frank C. Sciurba, a faculty 
member in medicine and direc-
tor of the Emphysema/COPD 
Research Center in the Division 
of Pulmonary, Allergy and Critical 
Care Medicine. 

“This study confirmed that a 
minimally invasive alternative to 
lung reduction surgery can result 
in significant improvements in 
well-selected patients. Lessons 
learned in this study will allow us 

to better select patients who are 
most likely to benefit from the 
procedure.”

Of 321 participants enrolled in 
the study, 220 were randomized 
to receive EBV. Standard tests of 
lung function showed measurable 
improvements among participants 
who received the valves. At 12 
months, there was no difference 
in survival rates, but valve patients 
reported feeling better. Adverse 
events included pneumonia, 
respiratory failure, coughing up 
blood and air leaking from the 
treated lung, and were mild rela-
tive to the possible complications 
of lung surgery.

While the valves currently are 
available clinically only in Europe, 
more clinical trials in the United 
States are anticipated. The next 
trials will utilize lessons learned in 
the VENT study, which revealed 
that patients with the most hetero-
geneous emphysema (differences 
in severity between lobes of the 
lung) and who had complete fis-
sures between lobes (preventing 
the non-blocked lung from filling 
the blocked lung back up with air) 
have much better results. 

Sciurba is supported by the 
National Institutes of Health. The 
study was supported by Emphasys 
Medical and Pulmonx. 

Nursing faculty 
receive funding

The School of Nursing 
recently announced research 
funding awarded to the following 
faculty members: 

• Michael Beach of the 
Department of Acute and Ter-
tiary Care was awarded $60,000 
from the Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation new careers in nursing 
scholarship program. The initia-
tive aims to expand the pipeline of 
students in accelerated baccalau-
reate nursing programs. 

• Catherine M. Bender of the 
Department of Health and Com-
munity Systems received a $1.1 
million grant from the National 
Institute of Nursing Research for 
training nurse scientists to lead 
independent research programs 
in cancer survivorship.  

• Mary Beth Happ of the 
Department of Acute and Tertiary 
Care received a $50,000 grant 
from the Greenwall Foundation’s 
Kornfeld program on bioethics 
and patient care. Her research 
involves nonspeaking patients 
in the intensive care unit and 
explores the ethical implications 
of their participation in treatment 
decisions. 

• Elizabeth A. Schlenk of 
the Department of Health and 
Community Systems received a $2 
million grant from the National 
Institutes of Health for research 
on promoting physical activity in 
older adults with co-morbidities. 

UPB student 
support service 
funds renewed

The U.S. Department of Edu-
cation has awarded $238,491 to 
Pitt-Bradford for student support 
services through Aug. 31, 2011. 
The award is expected to continue 
for a total of five years, totaling 
$1.1 million. 

The program provides aca-
demic help and other services to 
low-income, first-generation or 
disabled college students. Staff 
work with participants to design 
an individualized academic plan 
for each student. 

The grant will be used to 
provide services to 160 students 
per year. Those services include 
financial aid information, graduate 
and professional school counsel-

ing, personal coaching, self-paced 
computer tutorials, study-skills 
workshops and others. In 2008-
09, 55 percent of Pitt-Brad-
ford students met the eligibility 
requirements for the program.   

To date, 67 UPB students 
served by the program have earned 
their first bachelor’s degree, 14 
have earned an associate degree 
and 12 have entered graduate 
school or returned to receive 
teaching certificates. 

Better 
preschools 
benefit 
low-income 
kids later

A longitudinal study led by 
psychology faculty member 
Elizabeth Votruba-Drzal reveals 
that children from low-income 
families placed in high-quality 
preschool programs have fewer 
behavioral problems in middle 
childhood, and that such settings 
were especially important for boys 
and black children.

The study, conducted by 
researchers at Pitt, Boston Col-
lege, Universidad de los Andes, 
Loyola University Chicago and 
Northwestern University, was 
published in the September/
October issue of the journal Child 
Development. 

The researchers looked at 
approximately 350 children from 
low-income families in Boston, 
Chicago and San Antonio when 
they were preschoolers, ages 2-4, 
and again when they reached 
middle childhood, ages 7-11. 

The youngsters were part of 
the Three-City Study, a long-
term look at the well-being of 
low-income families following 
welfare reform in 1996. The chil-
dren in the study used the child 
care options available in their 
communities. 

An examination of the data 
revealed that children who 
attended more responsive, stim-
ulating and well-structured set-
tings during preschool had fewer 
behavioral problems — such as 
aggression and rule breaking — in 
middle childhood. Boys and black 
children especially seemed to be 
responsive to stimulating and 
responsive care outside the home. 

“This study adds to a growing 
body of evidence suggesting the 
need for policy and programmatic 
efforts to increase low-income 
families’ access to high-quality 
early care and education,” said 
Votruba-Drzal.

The study was funded by 
the Eunice Kennedy Shriver 
National Institute of Child Health 
and Human Development, the 
Office of the Assistant Secretary 
of Planning, the Administration 
on Developmental Disabilities, 
the Administration for Children 
and Families, the Social Security 
Administration and the National 
Institute of Mental Health. 
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Anti-HIV  
drug film being 
developed

film version of the anti-retroviral 
drug tenofovir and establish the 
necessary processes to make it on 
a large scale for human use. 

Tenofovir in its pill form is 
used as an HIV treatment, and 
South African researchers recently 
showed that a gel formulation 
of the drug cut the risk of HIV 
infection by more than half 
among women who were most 
conscientious about applying it 
before and after intercourse; the 
gel reduced the infection risk by 
39 percent among women who 
were less vigilant. 

The film would provide an 
alternative dosage form that 
preclinical testing suggests could 
release the drug faster and more 
efficiently than the gel version. 

“An effective microbicide 
strategy should include different 
forms of the product,” Rohan said. 
“Women will have preferences, 
and having options to meet those 
needs will lead to greater use and 
therefore better protection from 
infection.”

The researchers also will 
develop and test a second film con-
taining another anti-HIV agent 
that has yet to be determined.

Pitt project collaborators 
include Bernard J. Moncla and 
Charlene Dezzutti, both of 
obstetrics, gynecology and repro-
ductive sciences and MWRI. Also 
involved are researchers from the 
University of Washington, the 
New York State Institute for Basic 
Research, Johns Hopkins and the 
Eastern Virginia Medical School.

Fat stem cells 
OK to rebuild 
breasts 

of supporting graft integration 
by enhancing new blood vessel 
formation.

“But it has not been clear 
whether these stem cells are safe 
for breast cancer patients because 
they could send growth signals 
that promote tumor reactivation 
or provide new blood vessels for 
the tumor,” Donnenberg said. 
“Our research suggests that this 
risk is real if the patient still has 
active tumor cells, but is safe when 
the cells are inactive or resting.”

For the study, the research-
ers collected adipose tissue that 
would have been discarded during 
“tummy tuck” procedures per-
formed by study co-author J. 
Peter Rubin of the Department 
of Surgery, whose team has several 
federally funded projects under-
way to develop fat grafting and 
stem cell therapies for reconstruc-
tion of a variety of tissues.

The  researchers  isolated  
ADSC from normal fat and 

mixed them with human breast 
cancer cells obtained directly from 
patients. After two weeks in cul-
ture they found that ADSC greatly 
encouraged the growth of tumor 
cells. In a follow-up experiment, 
the researchers injected small 
numbers of highly purified active 
or resting tumor cells under the 
skin of mice either with ADSC or 
with previously irradiated tumor 
cells. The combination of active 
tumor cells and ADSC led to 
dramatic tumor growth, while 
injections of resting tumor cells 
were not affected by co-injection 
of either ADSC or irradiated 
tumor cells.

“There is already some clinical 
evidence that breast reconstruc-
tion with transplanted fat is safe,” 
Donnenberg said.  “Our findings 
lead us to conclude that augmenta-
tion of fat grafts with additional 
ADSC should be postponed until 
there is no evidence of active 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 20

Fat-derived stem cells can be 
used to aid reconstruction of breast 
tissue after mastectomy as long 
as there is no evidence of active 
cancer, according to researchers 
at the School of Medicine. Their 
findings are available in Tissue 
Engineering Part A.

For some time plastic surgeons 
have moved fat from one part 
of the body into the breasts for 
reconstruction, but with some 
complications and a varying suc-
cess rate, explained surgery faculty 
member and senior author Vera 
S. Donnenberg. More recently, 
they have considered adding stem 
cells derived from adipose, or fat, 
tissue (ADSC) or the bone marrow 
to the transferred fat with the aim 

With the support of an $11.8 
million, five-year federal grant, 
Pitt researchers and their col-
laborators are developing a quick-
dissolving vaginal film containing 
a powerful drug that reduces the 
risk of HIV infection, and they 
plan to begin testing it locally 
within a year.

A small film, like those used 
to deliver breath fresheners, 
could have several advantages 
over vaginal microbicide gels that 
currently are being tested over-
seas, said Sharon Hillier, faculty 
member in obstetrics, gynecol-
ogy and reproductive sciences at 
the School of Medicine, senior 
investigator at Magee-Womens 
Research Institute (MWRI) and 
co-principal investigator of the 
new project, which is funded by 
the National Institute of Allergy 
and Infectious Diseases.

“Multiple films could be pack-
aged in discrete cartridges without 
the need for refrigeration, making 
them portable and easier to store 
and distribute, and therefore prob-
ably cheaper than a gel,” she noted. 
“And, because they aren’t likely to 
be as messy as a gel, women might 
be willing to use them routinely, 
perhaps on a daily basis.”

Led by co-principal investiga-
tor Lisa Cencia Rohan, School 
of Pharmacy faculty member and 
MWRI associate investigator, the 
researchers first will develop a 
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cancer. Our data in the mouse sug-
gest that dormant cancer cells are 
not sensitive to the growth signals 
sent by the ADSC.”

Co-authors included Ludovic 
Zimmerlin and Albert D. Don-
nenberg of medicine; Per Basse, 
immunology, and Rodney J. 
Landreneau, surgery. 

The study was funded by grants 
from the U.S. Department of 
Defense, the National Institutes 
of Health, the Hillman Founda-
tion, the University of Pittsburgh 
Cancer Institute, the Glimmer 
of Hope Foundation and the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
through the McGowan Institute 
for Regenerative Medicine.

intent is to outline the intellectual 
frontiers of research across the 
iSchools, and to create synergies 
for future research efforts.

• Peter Brusilovsky is the 
recipient of two EAGER (Early 
Concept Grants for Exploratory 
Research) awards. The first grant 
for $99,999, for which Jung Sun 
Oh will serve as co-PI, will support 
a project exploring personaliza-
tion and social networking for 
short-term communities. Using 
academic research conferences 
as a test bed, Brusilovsky will 
explore new methods to leverage 
information about user interests 
(available from multiple external 
resources) and develop techniques 
to facilitate use of existing social 
technologies.

Brusilovsky’s second EAGER 
grant, for $155,882, will look 
at how to model and visualize 
latent communities — people 
who form communities based on 
their similar interests. This work 
will consider how to elicit latent 
communities from various kinds of 
data about individuals available on 
the modern social web and deliver 
the results in a manner suitable for 
interactive exploration through 
interactive visualizations. This 
will be one of the first attempts 
to use a variety of social web data 
and approaches for community 
modeling.

• Daqing He received a 
$49,983 grant from NSF’s Divi-
sion of Information & Intelligent 
Systems to explore the emerging 
phenomenon of public academic 
information resources on the 

social web. The project aims to 
develop an assessment and asso-
ciation identification framework 
for online academic information 
to facilitate researchers in access-
ing, organizing, utilizing and 
exchanging all types of academic 
information.

• Cory Knobel and Geoffrey 
Bowker were awarded a grant 
from NSF’s Office of Cyberin-
frastructure to study “Evaluating 
Best Practices in Collaborative 
Cyber-Science and Engineering.”  

The project,  funded at 
$198,506, will result in a socio-
technically informed set of out-
come-based best practices and 
evaluation criteria for large-scale 
cyber-science efforts.  The goal is 
to create a framework to transform 
cyber-enabled grand challenge 
communities, improve the ability 
to identify and assess categories of 
project impact across levels of scale 
and guide the future development 
of appropriate cyberinfrastructure 
tools.

In 2005, NIAID’s Center for 
Countermeasures Against Radia-
tion program granted $10 million 
over five years to Joel Green-
berger, chair of the Department 
of Radiation Oncology, and his 
team of researchers in the Uni-
versity’s Center for Medical Coun-
termeasures Against Radiation.

“With our previous funding, 
we dedicated our time to exploring 
the mitochondria — the energy 
generator of all cells — and 
developing drugs that could coun-
teract damage caused by radiation 
exposure,” said Greenberger. 
“We proved that targeting small 
molecules to the mitochondria 
was a successful approach. With 
our current funding, we hope 
to accomplish a variety of goals, 
including gene identification for 
targeted therapies, finding a new 
approach to the development of 
radiation mitigators and develop-
ing strategies to deliver the drugs 
quickly and intelligently to block 
mitochondria ‘wrong-doings’ that 
could lead to massive cell death 
after a nuclear event.”

Previous funding supported 
research examining several potent 

mitigators of radiation damage, 
including new classes of chemicals 
and known natural compounds. 
Greenberger’s team, in conjunc-
tion with a team of chemists led 
by Peter Wipf, Distinguished 
Professor of Chemistry, aided in 
the development of JP4-039, a 
drug that assists the mitochondria 
in combating irradiation-induced 
cell death.   

In addition, research from 
Greenberger’s lab showed resvera-
trol, the natural antioxidant com-
monly found in red wine and many 
plants, when altered by a process 
called acetylation protected mouse 
cells from radiation. 

Other co-principal investiga-
tors on the study were Valerian 
Kagan, Detcho Stoyanovsky and 
Oleskandr Kapralov of environ-
mental and occupational health; 
John Lazo, pharmacology and 
chemical biology; Hulya Bayir, 
critical care medicine; Song Li 
and Xiang Gao, pharmaceutical 
science; Paul Floreancig and 
Alexander Star of chemistry, 
and Hong Wang and Michael 
Epperly of radiation oncol-
ogy.                                            n

The Pittsburgh History and Landmarks Foundation (PHLF) 
is sponsoring free one-hour walking tours of the Oakland Civic 
Center every Friday in October, beginning at noon.

Tour participants should meet the PHLF guide on Forbes 
Avenue near Schenley Drive Extension by The Carnegie’s 
dinosaur. Participants are asked to sign up for a tour at least 
one day before the event by contacting Mary Lu Denny at 
412/471-5808, ex. 527, or marylu@phlf.org.

More details are available at www.phlf.org/phlf-tours-
events/walking-tours/free-friday-walking-tours/.                                    n

Oakland walking tours planned

NSF awards 
grants to
info science 

The National Science Founda-
tion (NSF) recently awarded five 
grants to School of Information 
Sciences (iSchool) faculty.  

• Geoffrey Bowker, with 
co-principal investigator Dean 
Ronald L. Larsen, secured a 
grant for $90,684 to support a 
workshop on “Emerging Con-
figurations of the Virtual and the 
Real” this fall. Funded by NSF’s 
Office of Cyberinfrastructure, the 
event will bring together experts 
from various fields to address the 
impact of advances in information 
and communications technologies 
(as well as the resulting human 
disengagement with the natural 
world) on research and education 
in the information sciences. The 

Anti-radiation 
grant renewed

Researchers at the University 
of Pittsburgh Cancer Institute 
and the School of Medicine have 
been awarded $13.9 million over 
five years by the National Institute 
of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
(NIAID) to continue developing 
small molecule radiation protec-
tors and mitigators that can be 
easily accessed and administered 
in the event of a large-scale radio-
logical or nuclear emergency. 



Seasonal flu shots will be provided through Nov. 23 at select 
Pittsburgh campus locations.

In addition, Falk Pharmacy will provide seasonal flu shots 
9 a.m.-3 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays through January on the 
second floor of the Falk Medical Building.

Unlike last year, when both a seasonal flu vaccine and an H1N1 
flu vaccine were recommended by the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC), this year only one vaccine is necessary. The 
vaccine approved for this year protects against the H1N1 virus 
that circulated in 2009, as well as H3N2 and an influenza B virus. 

CDC recommends the influenza vaccination for all people ages 
6 months and older. Additional guidelines are provided by CDC at 
www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pubs/vis/downloads/vis-flu.pdf.

At all the flu clinics, Pitt faculty and staff with UPMC Health Plan 
coverage can receive a flu shot at no out-of-pocket cost; however, 
they must show their valid University and UPMC Health Plan ID 
cards. The claim for the flu shot will be forwarded directly to the 
insurance carrier by flu clinic administrators.

UPMC Health Plan members also can get a flu shot from a 
participating provider at no out-of-pocket cost.

If plan members go to a clinic or pharmacy that is not a UPMC 
Health Plan participant, they will need to pay for the flu shot at 
the time of service and file a claim for reimbursement. Forms can 
be accessed at www.hr.pitt.edu/benefits/pdf/COM-FluReimburse-
mentForm.pdf.

Pitt flu shot clinics will be held:
• Oct. 7, 402 Salk Hall, 1-5 p.m.
• Oct. 8, Student Health Service, Suite 500, Medical Arts 

Building, 10 a.m.-2 p.m
• Oct. 11, Dining Room A, William Pitt Union, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
• Oct. 20, Ballroom/Assembly Room, WPU, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
• Oct. 22, 341 Craig Hall, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
• Oct. 25, 102 Benedum Hall, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
• Nov. 1, Posvar Hall Galleria, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
• Nov. 23, 1228 Cathedral of Learning, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
For more information, call Falk Pharmacy Community Care, 

412/647-4003, or Student Health Service, 412/383-1800, www.
studhlth.pitt.edu.

Flu shot clinics also are scheduled for the regional campuses 
and the Mechanicsburg satellite location.

• Mechanicsburg has a clinic scheduled for Oct. 5 in Room 2 
of the Computer Building, noon-2 p.m.

• Pitt-Bradford has a clinic scheduled for Oct. 6 in Frame-
Westerberg Commons Rooms A&B, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 

• Pitt-Greensburg has a clinic scheduled for Oct. 13 at 214 
Chambers Hall, 2-5 p.m.

• Pitt-Titusville is offering flu shots by appointment Oct. 11 
in 219 Student Union, 9 a.m.-noon and 1-4 p.m.

A clinic already has been held at the Johnstown campus.
Flu season typically runs from December through March but 

can start as early as November, according to the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. Protection against influenza 
virus infection takes about two weeks after vaccination to develop 
fully in the body.

In a typical year, seasonal influenza causes 36,000 deaths in 
the United States and more than 100,000 hospitalizations, CDC 
officials say. More information is available at www.cdc.gov/flu/
about/qa/1011season.htm.
—Peter Hart                                                                            n

Pitt hopes to raise $600,000 
in this year’s United Way 
campaign, which runs Oct. 

5-Nov. 12. The theme for this 
year’s campaign is “Live United 
for a Greater Pittsburgh.”

Last year, the University 
raised  $543,863, falling short of 
its goal of $600,000. Faculty and 
staff pledged $512,062; retirees 
contributed $23,752, and special 
events brought in $8,049.

Pitt’s 2009 campaign had a 
participation rate of  17 percent, 
slightly lower than the previous 
year’s. Although overall participa-
tion was somewhat lower, there 
was a 4 percent increase in lead-
ership giving, that is, individuals 

who gave at least $1,000.
Of  2,066 givers, 1,431 directed 

$262,257 to the United Way 
Impact Fund, a pool of unre-
stricted contributions allocated 
to some 60 nonprofit agencies 
deemed by United Way to deliver 
measurable results in improving 
the quality of life in the county.

Donors can direct all or a 
portion of their donation to the 
Impact Fund or to a specific 
United Way organization.

A list of the United Way 
partner agencies is available by 
accessing the “How to Give” link 
on the Pitt United Way web site 
(www.unitedway.pitt.edu); other 
eligible organizations can be found 

by accessing the “Search Agency 
Codes” link.

Pitt’s United Way leadership 
team encourages donations to the 
Impact Fund. This year, the fund 
will focus on helping struggling 
families put food on the table; find 
and maintain employment; keep 
utilities active, and avoid home 
foreclosures.

The Impact Fund also provides 
support for programs to help the 
elderly, disabled individuals and 
children and youth. The fund’s 
community initiatives focus on 
motivating kids to succeed in 
school; preventing youth violence, 
and helping seniors to be healthy 
and safe at home.

Anne Franks, Pitt’s United 
Way campaign manager and 
executive director of administra-
tion in the Office of Institutional 
Advancement, said: “It was a testa-
ment to the generosity of the Pitt 
community that we were able to 
raise more than $540,000 in a year 
when so many people were strug-
gling to make ends meet. In spite 
of the challenges, Pitt’s campaign 
was in the top 10 campaigns in 
Allegheny County. I am proud to 
be part of this amazing community 
of dedicated and generous people 
who were able to find a way to 
share what they have with others 
who were in even greater need. 
This year’s campaign, Live United 
for a Greater Pittsburgh, gives 
us the opportunity once again to 
support our friends and neighbors 
who need our help.”

The donation process has been 
streamlined this year. Payroll 
deduction is available on the Pitt-
United Way web site; the site also 
provides a link for online pledging, 

as well as updates on the campaign. 
The campaign team is encourag-
ing everyone in the University 
community to go paperless this 
year by pledging online.

Policies regarding donations 
include:

• United Way will not accept 
cash donations.

• Campaign officials ask 
that payroll deduction pledges 
be a minimum of $24 per year, 
deducted monthly.

Pitt will hold prize drawings 
on Oct. 15, Oct. 29 and Nov. 19. 
Participants who pledge online 
or return their pledge form to 
the Pitt United Way office at 107 
Park Plaza, 128 N. Craig St., by 
noon on the day of a drawing 
will be eligible for that drawing 
as well as future drawings. Prizes 
include event tickets, hotel stays 
and restaurant gift certificates.

The Book Center will sponsor 
a Hallmark boxed holiday card 
sale Oct. 5- Dec. 11 with proceeds 
going to Pitt’s campaign.

For more information on the 
United Way campaign, contact 
Franks at 4-4089 or anne.franks@
ia.pitt.edu.
—Peter Hart                          n

Pitt’s United Way campaign to begin

Flu shot clinics set

Members of the  2010 Pitt United Way steer-
ing committee include campaign manager Anne 
Franks, Institutional Advancement (IA); and 
campaign co-chairs G. Reynolds Clark, com-
munity initiatives and chief of staff, Office of the 
Chancellor, and Maggie McDonald, associate vice 
chancellor for Academic Affairs, Health Sciences.
Other steering committee members are: Andrew 
Blair, Office of the Provost; Kenyon Bonner, 
Student Life; B. Jean Ferketish, Office of the 

Members of Pitt’s UW steering committee
Chancellor; Heidi Fonzi, Parking, Transporta-
tion and Services; Chris Kenyhercz, Office of 
Administration, Health Sciences; Debbie Pratt, 
Computer Services and Systems Development; 
Gwen Watkins and John Wilds, Governmental 
Relation; Trish White and Bill Young, Public 
Affairs, and Steve Zupcic, Community Relations.
Steering committee member Elaine Meisner 
heads the retirees’ campaign. Megan Marucco is 
the United Way representative.                          n

Pitt-Johnstown’s new University Square Park was unveiled formally Sept. 21. Cutting the ribbon 
in the park’s central gazebo were, from left: Jacob Harper, representing the Pitt-Johnstown Staff 
Activities and Concerns Association; Kristen Majocha, representing the Faculty Senate; Howard 
M. Picking III, representing the Advisory Board; UPJ President Jem Spectar; Christopher Berk, 
representing the Student Government Association, and UPJ mascot PJ the Mountain Cat. 
University Square, located directly across from the Student Union, is part of $6 million in 
upgrades to UPJ facilities in the past three years.

The U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services 
has awarded $3.2 million to the 
Graduate School of Public Health 
(GSPH) to create the Pennsyl-
vania Public Health Training 
Center (PAPHTC) to ensure 
public health professionals are 
well-trained to meet the nation’s 
health needs. 

The five-year grant funds a 
partnership among GSPH, Pitt-
Bradford and Drexel University 
School of Public Health that will 
provide training to help coun-
teract the impact of a shrinking 
public health workforce, which 
is anticipated to reach crisis pro-
portions in the coming years. In 
Pennsylvania, only six counties 
and four cities — representing less 
than half of the state’s population 
— have full-service public health 

departments. 
“With diminishing resources, 

staff and state funding for public 
health, workers have been required 
to do much more with less,” said 
Maggie Potter, principal investi-
gator of the grant and associate 
dean and director of the GSPH 
Center for Public Health Prac-
tice. “These increasing demands 
make training and support more 
important than ever by enabling 
public health workers to provide 
essential health services in the 
communities they serve,” she said.

PAPHTC is one of 27 accred-
ited centers being funded over the 
next five years. 

PAPHTC project director 
is Linda S. Duchak, associate 
director, GSPH Center for Public 
Health Practice.

Youmasu J. Siewe, PAPHTC 

project manager and director 
of the Center for Rural Health 
Practice at UPB, said, “At a time 
of ever-increasing health care cost, 
prevalence of chronic and lifestyle 
modifiable diseases, emphasis on 
health promotion and disease 
prevention through a trained 
public health workforce is a step 
in the right direction to improve 
health outcomes in our state and 
country.” 

PAPHTC staff will develop 
partnerships with community-
based organizations and health 
departments to provide training in 
management; health communica-
tions; program development and 
evaluation, and public health law 
and policy. PAPHTC also will pro-
vide organizational development 
services such as strategic planning 
and quality improvement.         n
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As a special preview to two days of dynamic presentations at SCIENCE2010—
TRANSFORMATIONS, the University of Pittsburgh's 10th annual science and 
technology showcase, the Office of Enterprise Development and Office of 
Technology Management invite you to join investors and entrepreneurs from 
across the region for a first look at exciting, cutting-edge technologies recently 
developed at Pitt. 

Exhibits will feature new technologies that provide opportunities 
for licensing and development of start-up companies.

Come and mingle with some of the region's top scientists. 
You might just discover your next investment opportunity!

A 32GB iPod Touch will be given away.
Must be present to win.

Information: 412-624-3160

Advance registration:  
www.science2010.pitt.edu/register.htm

All Science2010 events are free and 
open to the public.

Wednesday, 6 October 
5 to 7 p.m.
Alumni Hall

University of Pittsburgh

SCIENCE 2010 TRANSFORMATIONS
Opening Reception and Technology Showcase

Geology & Planetary Science 
Colloquium
“Partitioning of Iron in Organic 
& Mineral Phases: Sequential 
Extractions of Bituminous Coal,” 
Amy Wolfe; 11 Thaw, 4 pm
Endocrine Research Confer-
ence
“Intensive Insulin Therapy: 
Research Perspectives,” Greet 
Van den Berghe; 1195 Starzl 
BST, 5:30 pm
Latin American Film
“La Ultima Cena”; FFA aud., 
6:30 pm

 Friday 8

SBDC Workshop
“The 1st Step: Mechanics of 
Starting a Small Business”; 
Mervis, 7:30-10 am (8-1542)
Endocrine Conference
“Intensive Insulin Therapy in 
Critical Care,” Greet Van den 
Berghe; 1195 Starzl BST, 8:30 am
GI Research Rounds
“Pancreas Research,” David 
Whitcomb; Presby M2 conf. 
rm., noon
Philosophy of Science Lecture
“What to Say About Natural 
Kinds,” P.D. Magnus, SUNY-
Albany; 817R CL, 12:05 pm 
(4-1052)
Senate Budget Policies Com-
mittee Mtg.
527 CL, 12:10 pm
Medieval & Renaissance Stud-
ies/English Lecture
“The Metaphor of Science: 
Figurative Language & Natural 
Philosophy in the 17th Century,” 
Wendy Hyman, Oberlin; 144 
CL, 2 pm (4-5220)

 Saturday 9

Book Talk
“Open Heart: The Radical 
Surgeons Who Revolutionized 
Medicine,” David Cooper, sur-
gery; Joseph-Beth Booksellers, 
South Side Works, 2 pm

 Sunday 10

Heinz Chapel Choir Concert
Heinz Chapel, 3 pm (4-4125)

 Monday 11

• No classes due to fall break 
for students; University offices 
remain open and staffed.

Flu Shot Clinic
WPU Dining Rm. A, 10 am- 2 
pm
CRRP/WIP Seminar
“Stem Cells in Mouse Sper-
matogenesis: Their Composition 
& Behavior,” Shosei Yoshida; 
Magee 1st fl. conf. rm., noon
Health & Wellness Lecture
“Breathe Easier: Understanding 
& Controlling Your Asthma,” 
Sally Wenzel, medicine, & 
Shean Aujla, UPMC; Carnegie 
Library, Oakland, 6-7:30 pm 
(412/864-3465)

 Tuesday 12

• Classes normally scheduled 
to meet Monday will meet 
today. Tuesday classes will not 
meet this week.

Academic Career Develop-
ment Workshop
“Developing Competitive Grant 
Applications Under the New 
NIH Guidelines,” Bruce Free-
man; S120 Starzl BST, 8:30-
10:30 am

GSPIA Lecture
“The New Public Administra-
tion,” George Frederickson, U 
of KS; UClub Ballrm. B, 8:30-
10:30 am
Pharmaceutical Sciences 
Seminar
“eImmune Therapy for Chang-
ing Tumor Microenvironment & 
Treating Malignancy,” Shulin Li; 
456 Salk, noon
Health Services Research 
Seminar
“Race & Tubal Sterilization,” 
Sonya Borrero; 305 Parkvale, 
noon
Philosophy of Science Lecture
“From Movement to Discipline: 
The Philosophy of Science in the 
20th Century,” Heather Doug-
las, U of TN; 817R CL, 12:05 
pm (4-1052)
Pharmacology & Chemical 
Biology Seminar
Hong Wang, Hillman Cancer 
Ctr.; 1395 Starzl BST, 3:30 pm
Children’s Literature Lecture
“Brunhilde, Huck & the Tragic 
Child,” James Kincaid, USC; 
144 CL, 4 pm

 Wednesday 13

Clinical Oncology & Hematol-
ogy Grand Rounds
“Compliance Update,” Frank 
Czura; Herberman Conf. Ctr. 
2nd fl. aud., 8 am
SAC Mtg.
532 Alumni, 12:15-2 pm
Pgh. Parks Conservancy 1960 
World Series Celebration
Schenley Plaza, 1 pm
HSLS Workshop
“Searching in CINAHL,” Mary 
Lou Klem; Falk Library classrm. 
1, 1-2:30 pm

HSLS Workshop
“Microarray Data Analysis,” 
Uma Chandran; Falk Library 
conf. rm. B, 1-3 pm
Greensburg Campus Flu Shot 
Clinic
Chambers 214 student conf. 
rm., 2-5 pm
Senate Council Mtg.
2700 Posvar, 3 pm
World History Ctr. Seminar
“Visualising Britain Through 
Time: Building & Using an 
Indefinitely-Scalable Library 
of Individual Statistical Data 
Values,” Humphrey Southall, U 
of Portsmouth; 501 IS, 3:30-6 pm
GI Grand Rounds
“Medical Management of Intesti-
nal Transplant Patients,” Donald 
Kirby; 11 Scaife, 5 pm
Bradford Campus Perfor-
mance
“The Diary of Anne Frank,” 
Barter Theatre Co.; Bromeley 
Family Theater, Blaisdell, UPB, 
7:30 pm (814/362-5155; tickets: 
814/362-5113)

 Thursday 14

Bradford Campus Seminar
“OSHA Oil & Gas Safety Semi-
nar: Excavation”; 107 Fisher, 
UPB, 8:30-10:30 am
HSLS Workshop
“EndNote Basics,” Pat Weiss; 
Falk Library classrm. 2, 10 
am-noon
Epidemiology Seminar
“The Cardioprotective Mediter-
ranean Diet: What Is the ‘Active 
Ingredient’?” Mark Gladwin & 
Bruce Freeman; A115 Crabtree, 
noon
Medical Education Grand 
Rounds
“Teaching Clinical Reasoning,” 
Jerome Kassirer, Tufts; Scaife 4th 
fl. lecture rm. 3, noon (8-9000)
Humanities Discussion
“Queloides: Race & Racism in 
Cuban Contemporary Art: A 
Conversation With Cuban Art-
ists”; 4130 Posvar, noon-2 pm
Geology & Planetary Science 
Colloquium
“Bedforms & Stratification in 
Watery Flows: Is It Time for a 
Dirty Story?”Jim Best, U of IL; 
11 Thaw, 4 pm
Children’s Literature Lecture
“Why I Love & Hate ‘Tom 
Sawyer’,” Beverly Lyon Clark, 
Wheaton; A224 Langley, 4:30 
pm
Latin American Film
“Miel para Oshun”; FFA aud., 
6:30 pm
Women’s Studies/Asian Stud-
ies Film/Panel
“First Person Plural”; 4130 
Posvar, 7:30 pm (4-6516)
English Panel Discussion
“The Inside Track to a Top-
Notch Internship”; WPU 
Ballrm., 7:30-9:30 pm
Lecture
“The Economic Hit Man,” John 
Perkins; Soldiers & Sailors, 8 pm 
(bhc7@pitt.edu)
Bradford Campus Improvers 
Show
Mukaiyama U Rm., Frame-
Westerberg Commons, UPB, 
8-9:30 pm

 PhD Defenses

A&S/Philosophy
“Kant’s Conception of Practical 
Reason,” Jamsheed Siyar; Sept. 
30, 1001D CL, 10 am

Medicine & A&S/Integrative 
Molecular Biology
“Mycobacteriophage Lysins: 
Bioinformatic Characterization 
of Lysin A & Identification of 
the Function & Role of Lysin B 
in Infection,” Kim Payne; Sept. 
30, 169 Crawford, 11:30 am
A&S/Philosophy
“Kant on Logical Form,” Alex-
andra Newton; Sept. 30, 1001D 
CL, 2 pm
GSPH/Biostatistics
“Weakest-Link Methods & 
Applications for Modeling Bio-
logical Interaction,” The Minh 
Luong; Oct. 1, 308 Parran, 10 am
A&S/Philosophy
“The Role of Decoherence in the 
Emergence of Definite Proper-
ties,” Arthur Cunningham; Oct. 
1, 1001B CL, 1:30 pm
Pharmacy/Pharmaceutical 
Sciences
“Public Health Model for the 
Evaluation of the Management of 
Hypertension,” YuYan Jin; Oct. 
4, Scaife aud. 5, 1 pm
A&S/English
“Writing With Readers: Written 
Comments & the Teaching of 
Composition,” Jennifer What-
ley Schwartz; Oct. 6, 526 CL, 
8:30 am
Medicine/Cellular & Molecu-
lar Pathology
“Beta-Catenin in Liver: A Matter 
of Life & Death,” Kari Nejak-
Bowen; Oct. 6, 1103 Scaife, 10 am
Medicine/Molecular Virology 
& Microbiology
“Effectors & Regulatory CD4 
T Cells During Mycobacterium 
Tuberculosis Infection,” Angela 
Green; Oct. 7, 1105 Scaife, 10 am
Medicine/Immunology
“Critical Role of Superoxide 
Production in the Pathogenesis 
of Autoimmune Diabetes,” Terri 
Thayer; Oct. 13, S120 Starzl 
BST, 3:30 pm
Education/Health & Physical 
Activity
“Effect of Carbohydrate-Protein 
Supplementation on Resistance 
Exercise Performance, Perceived 
Exertion & Salivary Cortisol,” 
Michael Welinkonich; Oct. 14, 
Petersen conf. rm., 1 pm

 Theatre

Pitt Student Lab Perfor-
mances
“Eleemosynary” & “All in the 
Timing: Words, Words, Words 
& Variations on the Death of 
Trotsky”; through Oct. 3; Studio 
Theatre CL, Th & F 8 pm, Sat. 
2 & 8 pm, Sun. 2 pm (4-7529)
Pitt Repertory Theatre
“Shakespeare’s Lovers & Fight-
ers”; Oct. 14-24; W-F 8 pm, Sat. 
2 & 8 pm, Sun. 2 pm

 Exhibits
     
Galerie Macondo Exhibit
“Haiti Rising”; Oct. 14-17, 11 
am-5pm & Oct. 17 noon-5 pm, 
Kimbo Gallery, WPU (412-
661-1498) 
Greensburg Campus Exhibit
“I Thought I Could Fly,” Charlee 
Brodsky; through Oct. 14; Mill-
stein Library, UPG, reg. library 
hours (724/836-9687)
Bradford Campus Exhibit
UPB faculty; through Oct. 29; 
KOA Art Gallery, Blaisdell, UPB, 
M-Th 8:30 am-8 pm & F 8:30 
am-6 pm
Law Library Exhibit
“Lumen,” John Fobes; through 
Nov. 12; Barco Law Library Gal-
lery, reg. library hours
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•  $8 for up to 15 words; $9 for 16-30 
words; $10 for 31-50 words.
• For University ads, submit an account 
number for transfer of funds.
• All other ads should be accompanied by 
a check for the full amount made payable 
to the University of Pittsburgh.
• Reserve space by submitting ad copy 
one week prior to publication. Copy and 
payment should be sent to University 
Times, 308 Bellefield Hall, University 
of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh 15260.  
• For more information, call Barbara 
DelRaso, 412/624-4644.

EVENTS

C L A S S I F I E D  

HOUSING/RENT

SUBJECTS NEEDED

Find it
in the

University Times
CLASSIFIEDS!

Call

412/624-4644.

 Deadlines

Voter Registration
Deadline is Oct. 4 at 5 pm to 
register to vote in the Nov. 2 
general election. Voter registra-
tion forms available at the Office 
of Governmental Relations, 710 
Alumni, or www.dos.state.pa.us. 
(campus info: 4-6011; Allegheny 
County Elections Division: 
412/350-4510)
ADRC Seed Monies Grant 
Program
Email a brief description of the 
proposed pilot study to Leslie 
Dunn at dunnlo@upmc.edu by 
Oct. 4.
Chancellor’s Distinguished 
Teaching Awards
Nomination letters must be 
submitted to Juan Manfredi, 809 
CL, by Oct. 8.
Chancellor’s Distinguished 
Research Awards
Nomination forms must be sub-
mitted electronically to George 
Klinzing at klinzing@pitt.edu 
by Oct. 22.
Int’l  Business  Conference  
Call for Papers
Deadline to submit papers is 
Oct. 23 for March 2011 CIBER 
Business Language Conference, 
“Bringing Languages & Business 
Together: New Directions for a 
Critical Need.” Faculty & grad 
students should contact Jacque-
line Saslawski at jsaslawski@katz.
pitt.edu.

Science 2010

WEDNESDAY 6

Life Sciences Supplier Show
Petersen concourse level, 10:30 
am-2:30 pm (4-8586)
Career Development Symposium
“Early Career Transitions: Explor-
ing Your Passions & Recognizing 
Your Potential”; Alumni 7th fl. aud. 
& Cathedral Views Gallery, 3-5 pm
Opening Reception & Technol-
ogy Showcase
Alumni Connolly Ballrm., 5-7 pm 
(4-3160)

THURSDAY 7

Science as Art 
“Translational Art: From Bench to 
Bed Top”; Alumni Cathedral Views 
Gallery, 7th fl. (also Oct. 8)
Spotlight Session 1: Endocytosis
Moderator: Ora Weisz; “Cell 
Signaling & Endocytosis: Friends 
or Enemies?” Alexander Sorkin; 
“Clathrin Couture: Designing 
Membrane Coats,” Linton Traub; 
“Endocytosis in Bladder Umbrella 
Cells: You Get What You Give,” 
Gerard Apodaca; “Nedd4-2: A 
Ubiquitous Bridge Between Kinase 
Cascades & Epithelial Channels,” 
Kenneth Hallows; Alumni 3rd fl. 
science lecture hall, 9 am
Spotlight Session 2: Material 
Related to Energy
Moderator: Brian Gleeson; “Uni-
versity Collaboration: A Driver 
for Energy Innovation & Regional 
Economic Development,” Anthony 
Cugini; “Next Generation Plas-
tic Solar Cells: Faster, Cheaper, 
Better,” Geoffrey Hutchison; “Mul-
tifunctional Materials: Sustaining & 
Enabling ‘Clean’ Nuclear Energy 
Technologies,” Jörg Wiezorek; 
“Steels for Conserving & Transport-
ing Energy,” Anthony DeArdo; 531 
Alumni, 9 am
Spotlight Session 3: Biological 
Implications of Climate Change—
Past & Present 
Moderator: K. Christopher Beard; 
“Ancient Episodes of Global Warm-
ing & the Iterative Rise & Fall 
of North American Primates,” 
K. Christopher Beard; “Climate 
Change & Birds: What Is Already 
Happening & What Can We 
Expect to Happen?” Andrew Mack; 
“Climactic Variability Over the 
Last 100 Years: Is It Unusual for 
the Holocene?” Mark Abbott; 532 
Alumni, 9 am
Special Spotlight Session: Navi-
gating Intellectual Property 
Rights in Biomedical Research
Theresa Colecchia, Kelly Donwing 
& Alexander Ducruet; 528 Alumni, 
9 am
Plenary Session 1: Dickson Prize 
in Medicine Lecture
“The DNA Damage Response: 
Stopped for Repairs,” Stephen 
Elledge, Harvard; Alumni 7th fl. 
aud., 11 am
Poster Session I
Alumni Connolly Ballrm., 1 pm
Science at Work 1 
“Building a Smart Planet: Hype or 
the Real Deal?” Christine Kretz; 531 
Alumni, 1 pm
Science at Work 2 
“Long Distance Relationships: Tele-
medicine Today,” Robert Noecker, 
532 Alumni, 1 pm

Spotlight Session 4: Computa-
tional Advances 
Moderator: J. Karl Johnson; “Mas-
tering the Art of Cooking…Carbon 
Nanotubes,” Albert To; “Observ-
ing Rare Conformational Changes 
in Membrane Transporters Using 
GPU-Accelerated Path Sampling,” 
Michael Grabe; “Controlling Particle 
Segregation: To Mix or Not to Mix?” 
Joseph McCarthy; “Bayesian Rule 
Learning for Mining Data From 
Biomarker Profiling Studies,” Vanathi 
Gopalakrishnan; 531 Alumni, 2 pm
Spotlight Session 5: Cell Cycle 
Checkpoint Pathways—DNA 
Damage & DNA Replication 
Interference 
Moderator: Robert Sobol; “The 
Mitochondrial Genome: A Fossil to 
Fix or a Harbinger of Cell Death?” 
Bennett Van Houten; “The Interplay 
Between Rad17 & Cdh1/APC in 
DNA Damage Checkpoint Signal-
ing,” Yong Wan; “DNA Damage 
Signaling at the Replication Fork,” 
Christopher Bakkenist; “Creation 
of an Enzymatically Synthesized 
Genome,” Michael Trakselis; Alumni 
3rd fl. science lecture hall, 2 pm
Spotlight Session 6: New Ways of 
Seeing Things
Moderator: James Conway; “‘Seeing’ 
With 3-D Electron Microscopy: Visu-
alizing HIV-1 Particles in Host Cells,” 
Peijun Zhang; “Studying Trouble-
some Solids: How Magic (Angles) & 
High RPMs Allow a Molecular View 
of Aggregated Proteins,” Patrick van 
der Wel; “Luminescent Lanthanide 
Compounds for Real-Time Biological 
Imaging,” Stéphane Petoud; “A Novel 
Nanoscale Optical Detector,” Jeremy 
Levy; 532 Alumni, 2 pm
Plenary Session 2: Provost Lecture
“Strengthening the Connections: 
Research, Innovation & Economic 
Growth,” Patrick Gallagher, Nat’l 
Inst. of Standards & Technology; 
Alumni 7th fl. aud., 4 pm
Undergraduate Research Poster 
Reception
Alumni Connolly Ballrm., 5 pm
Performance
“Darwin & the Kid”; Heymann The-
atre, Stephen Foster Mem., 7:30 pm

FRIDAY 8

Spotlight Session 7: The Mysteri-
ous Operation of the Basal Ganglia 
in Health & Disease
Moderator: Robert Turner; “Basal 
Ganglia Loops With the Cerebral 
Cortex: The Neural Substrate for 
Disorders of Movement, Cognition 
& Affect,” Peter Strick; “Angling for 
Cures: Drug Discovery for Basal Gan-
glia Diseases Using Novel Zebrafish 
Models,” Edward Burton; “Why Basal 
Ganglia Go Bad, or What the Crea-
ture From the Black Lagoon Taught 
Me About Parkinson’s Disease,” 
J. Timothy Greenamyre; “Protein 
Networks Regulating Dopamine 
Homeostasis,” Gonzalo Torres; 532 
Alumni, 9 am
Spotlight Session 8: Pragmatic 
Clinical Trials & Comparative 
Effectiveness Research
Moderator: Jane Cauley; “Does It 
Really Work? Making Clinical Trials 
Practical,” Sheryl Kelsey; “Adap-
tive Clinical Trial Designs: Peeking 
at the Future,” Daniel Normolle; 
“Comparative Effectiveness & You:  
What, When, How & Why?” Sally 
Morton; “Comparative Effectiveness 
Research: Are There Methods in 
the Madness?” Mark Roberts; 531 
Alumni, 9 am

Spotlight Session 9: Stem Cells in 
Embryogenesis & Cancer 
Moderator: Cecilia Lo; “Cardiovas-
cular Differentiation From Human 
ES/iPS Cells,” Lei Yang; “Target-
ing the ‘Untargetable’: The c-Myc 
Oncoprotein as a Universal Driver 
of Malignant Proliferation,” Edward 
Prochownik; “The Quest for Liver 
Development & Regeneration,” 
Donghun Shin; “Chemical Genetics 
Reveals Specific Functions for Src-
Family Kinases in ES Cell Differen-
tiation,” Thomas Smithgall; Alumni 
3rd fl. science lecture hall, 9 am
Plenary Session 3: Mellon Lecture
“Our Habitual Lives: How the Brain 
Makes & Breaks Habits,” Ann Gray-
biel, MIT; Alumni 7th fl. aud., 11 am
Poster Session II
Alumni Connolly Ballrm., 1 pm
Science at Work 3
“Adding Trend Discovery to Search 
Engines,” Raul Valdes-Perez & 
Carrie Iwema; 532 Alumni, 1 pm
Science at Work 4
“Bringing Science to Market: 
Navigating the FDA’s Regulation 
of Medical Technologies,” David 
Smith & Stephen Bollinger; 531 
Alumni, 1 pm
Spotlight Session 10: Systems-
Level Science
Moderator: Bino John; “Finding 
Needles in Haystacks: Exploring 
the Genetics of Complex Diseases,” 
M. Michael Barmada; “Distrib-
uted Computing in Cells,” Ziv 
Bar-Joseph; “From Stem Cell to 
Pancreas: Can We Treat Diabetes?” 
Ipsita Banerjee; “Rule-Based Model-
ing of Biochemical Systems: Past, 
Present & Future,” James Faeder; 
532 Alumni, 2 pm
Spotlight Session 11: Buying 
Time—Metabolic Flexibility
Moderator: Mark Gladwin; “Emer-
gency Preservation & Resuscitation 
of Otherwise Lethal Trauma,” 
Patrick Kochanek; “Buying Critical 
Time in Acute Brain Injury: Novel 
Lipidomics-Based Anti-Apoptotic 
Strategies to Rescue Neurons,” 
Hülya Bayir; “Hemorrhagic Shock 
& Therapeutic Carbon Monoxide: 
Story of an Asphyxiant Gas,” Brian 
Zuckerbraun; “Curing Disease: The 
Role of  the Nitrite Anion in Hypoxic 
Signaling & Cytoprotection,” Mark 
Gladwin; Alumni 3rd fl. science 
lecture hall, 2 pm
Spotlight Session 12: Environ-
mental Exposures
Moderator: Aaron Barchowsky; 
“Climate Change & Its Potential 
Impacts on Food Safety: Fungal 
Toxins,” Felicia Wu; “Environment, 
Lifestyle & Asthma in Hispan-
ics,” Juan C. Celedón; “Prenatal 
Marijuana Exposure, Adolescent 
Marijuana Use & Symptoms of 
Psychosis,” Nancy Day; “Poten-
tial Human Inhalation Exposure 
to Volatile Organic Compounds 
From Marcellus Shale Operations,” 
Conrad Volz; 531 Alumni, 2 pm
Plenary Session 4: Klaus Hofmann 
Lecture 
“Metabolic Flexibility & Suspended 
Animation,” Mark Roth, U of WA; 
Alumni 7th fl. aud., 4 pm
Closing Happy Hour
Alumni 5th fl. foyer, 5 pm

C A L E N D A R
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AUTHOR TALK
David K.C. Cooper, professor of surgery in 
the Starzl Transplantation Institute, has writ-
ten a book on the surgeons who pioneered 
heart surgery. “Open Heart” was published in 
September. Dr. Cooper will give a presentation 
at Joseph-Beth (JB) Booksellers at South Side 
Works at 2 pm on Saturday, Oct. 9.

RESEARCH ASSOCIATE
Incumbent will design molecular studies 
addressing mechanisms of neurodegeneration 
& stroke, conduct molecular sub-cloning, 
primary neuronal culture & genetically manipu-
lated animal studies. Will attend department 
seminars, scientific meetings, write & publish 
research reports, assemble data, write propos-
als. Send CV to Dr. Steven Graham, BSTWR 
S-517. Pitt is an AA/EOE institution.

HIGHLAND PARK
$550 + utilities. Only 15 min. from Oakland! 
Negotiable lease length. Entirely furnished with 
every necessity. W/W carpet, new couch, ideal 
for person who does not wish to buy anything 
to set up an apt. Quiet neighborhood near 
municipal city park. 412/363-0299 or linda-
ky2pa@yahoo.com.

ELDER LAW—ESTATE ATTORNEYS 
Michael H. Marks & Associates. Elder law; 
nursing home/Medicaid cost-of-care planning; 
wills; POAs; trusts; probate & estate administra-

tion; real estate. Squirrel Hill: 412/421-8944; 
Monroeville: 412/373-4235; email: michael@
marks-law.com. Free initial consultation. Fees 
quoted in advance. Personal & informative.

POST-MENOPAUSAL WOMEN
Caucasian, Asian or Hispanic women wanted 
for a 3-month osteoporosis study. Must 
qualify by having low bone density on screen-
ing DXA Scan. 5 study visits at UPMC 
Montefiore. Requires daily injections of either 
an approved or investigational drug for osteo-
porosis. Contact coordinator @ 412/864-3266 
or endoresearch@dom.pitt.edu. 
WOMEN’S STRESS RESPONSE STUDY 
Healthy, nonsmoking women whose mother 
or sister had breast cancer (or not) needed for 
research study at the University of Pgh. on the 
effects of minor stress in everyday life. Partici-
pants must be 25-49, premenopausal, working 
full-time day shift & not taking medication. 
412/641-7532.

WEB SITE PROMOTERS
We are looking for web site promoters for www.
hypepittsburgh.com. It is a locally owned web 
site designed to promote the social activities in 
Pgh. We are looking for men & women who 
will take pictures in bars, clubs, restaurants & 
school events. Compensation provided. Email 
hypepittsburgh@gmail.com if interested.

HELP WANTED

SERVICES

WANTED

Engineering Sustainability 
Call for Papers
Abstracts due Oct. 25. (info: 
4-9698 or mcsi@pitt.edu)
Bellet Awards
Nomination letters must be 
submitted to Judy McConnaha, 
140 Thackeray, by Oct. 31. (info: 
clynch@pitt.edu)
Ampco-Pgh. Prize for Excel-
lence in Advising
Nomination packets must be 
submitted to Judy McConnaha, 
140 Thackeray, by Oct. 31.
Chancellor’s Distinguished 
Public Service Awards
Nomination letters must be 
submitted to Alberta Sbragia, 
801 CL, by Nov. 15.

 Event Deadline

The next issue of the University 
Times will include University 
and on-campus events of Oct. 
14-28. Information for events 
during that period must be 
received by 5 pm on Oct. 7 at 
308 Bellefield Hall. Information 
may be sent by fax to 4-4579 or 
email to utcal@pitt.edu.
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2010-11 publication schedule
Submit by
Oct. 7
Oct. 21
Nov. 4
Nov. 18
Dec. 2
Dec. 23
Jan. 13
Jan. 27
Feb. 10
Feb. 24
March 10
March 24
April 7
April 21
May 5
May 19
June 2
June 16
June 30
July 14

For publication
Oct. 14
Oct. 28
Nov. 11
Nov. 24 (Wed.)
Dec. 9
Jan. 6
Jan. 20
Feb. 3
Feb. 17
March 3
March 17
March 31
April 14
April 28
May 12
May 26
June 9
June 23
July 7
July 21

Events occurring
Oct. 14-28
Oct. 28-Nov. 11
Nov. 11-24 (Wed.)
Nov. 24-Dec. 9
Dec. 9-Jan. 6
Jan. 6-20
Jan. 20-Feb. 3
Feb. 3-17
Feb. 17-March 3
March 3-17
March 17-March 31
March 31-April 14
April 14-28
April 28-May 12
May 12-26
May 26-June 9
June 9-23
June 23-July 7
July 7-21
July 21-Sept. 1

The University Times events calendar includes Pitt-sponsored events as well as non-Pitt events held 
on a Pitt campus. Information submitted for the calendar should identify the type of event, such as lecture 
or concert, and the program’s specific title, sponsor, location and time. The name and phone number of 
a contact person should be included. Information should be sent by email to: utcal@pitt.edu, by FAX to: 
412/624-4579, or by campus mail to: 308 Bellefield Hall. We cannot guarantee publication of events received 
after the deadline.

C A L E N D A R
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September

 

 Thursday 30

Bioethics & Health Law Grand 
Rounds
“The Ethics of Vaccine Man-
dates for Health Care Work-
ers,” Arthur Caplan, Penn; G23 
Parran, 11:30 am
Endocrine Research Confer-
ence
“African-American Women 
Demonstrate Similar Adherence 
to Weight Loss Intervention but 
Lose Less Weight Due to Lower 
Energy Requirements,” James 
DeLany; 1195 Starzl BST, noon
Epidemiology Seminar
“Infant Meningococcal Vaccines: 
We Finally Have Them So Time 
to Immunize…or Not?” Lee 
Harrison & Michael Green; 
A115 Crabtree, noon
HSLS Lunch With a Librarian
“Making a Dent in Your Personal 
Paper Silo,” Patricia Weiss; Falk 
Library conf. rm. B, noon
Asian Studies Lecture
“Asian ‘Trade’ Routes: Com-
modities, Networks & Intan-
gibles,” Stewart Gordon, U of 
MI; 4130 Posvar, noon
Law/Women’s Studies Lecture
“Adoption, Identity & Confiden-
tiality: The History of Closed 
Records,” Elizabeth Samuels, U 
of Baltimore; G20 Barco, 12:30 
pm (4-6516)

Humanities Lecture
“Rethinking the Amistad Rebel-
lion,” Marcus Rediker, history; 
602 CL, 4 pm
Geology & Planetary Science 
Colloquium
“Remote Sensing of Volcanoes: 
Thermal Deconvo…What?!” 
Shellie Rose; 11 Thaw, 4 pm
Latin American Film
“Vampiros en Habana”; FFA 
aud., 6:30 pm
Titusville Campus Perfor-
mance
Disco Duck; Henne Aud., UPT, 
7:30 pm

October
 Friday 1

• Family Weekend activities 
on the Pittsburgh campus 
through Oct. 3.

• Bradford campus homecom-
ing activities through Oct. 3.

Continuing Medical Ed Con-
ference
“Surgical Treatment of End-
Stage Cardiopulmonary Dis-
eases”; S120 Starzl BST, 7:30 
am-5 pm (also Oct. 2, 7:30 am-4 
pm; registration: 412/647-4735)

PHLF Walking Tour
“Oakland’s Civic Center: Big 
Gifts & Big Dreams”; meet at 
Forbes Ave. & Schenley Drive 
Ext. by the dinosaur, noon (also 
Oct. 8; 412/471-5808)
Human Genetics Seminar
“Planning Parenthood in the 
Postgenomic Era,” Mark Shriver; 
A115 Crabtree, noon
Pulmonary Grand Rounds
“Palliative Care for the Pulmo-
nary Patient,” Winifred Teute-
burg; Montefiore NW628 conf. 
rm., noon
Asian Studies/Music Lecture
“Intangible Cultural Heritage 
Preservation in China Today: 
Theory, State Policy & Prac-
tice,” Helen Rees, UCLA; 4130 
Posvar, noon
Health Sciences Forum
“Educating Health Care Teams 
of the Future”; Scaife aud. 5 & 
6, 1-5 pm
Philosophy of Science Lecture
“Scientific Exercises & Specula-
tions: Maxwell’s Three Meth-
ods,” Peter Achinstein, Johns 
Hopkins; 817R CL, 3:30 pm 
(4-1052)
Communication Lecture
“‘From the Eye to the Soul’:  
Industrial Labor’s Mary Harris 
‘Mother’ Jones and the Rhetorics 
of Display,” Mari Boor Tonn, U 
of Richmond; FFA aud., 4-6 pm

Allegheny Observatory Open 
House
159 Riverview Ave., Riverview 
Park, North Side, 7-10 pm (res-
ervations: 412/321-2400)

 Saturday 2

World History Workshop
“Teaching & Learning World 
History,” Bob Bain, U of MI; 
5604 Posvar, 9 am-3 pm
Football
Vs. Florida Int’l; Heinz Field, 
3:30 pm
Bradford Campus Block Party/
Vendor Fair
Campus drive loop, UPB, noon-4 
pm (rain location: Sport & Fit-
ness Ctr., McDowell Fieldhouse; 
814/362-0989)
Asian Studies Day of Non-
Violence Celebration
“Gandhi and Jesus: Practising 
Nonviolence for Enduring 
Peace,” Terrence Rynne, Mar-
quette; Bellefield aud., 3-5:30 
pm (8-7426)
Communication Lecture
“Speaking With the Damned, or 
Prison Education, Social Justice 
& Communication as a Human 
Right,” Stephen John Hartnett, 
U of CO-Denver; FFA aud., 
4-6 pm
 

 Tuesday 5

GI Fellow Educational Pro-
gram
“ P a t h o p h y s i o l o g y / B o a r d 
Review,” David Levinthal; M2 
conf. rm. Presby, 7:30 am
HSLS Workshop
“Adobe Photoshop for Begin-
ners,” Sam Lewis; Falk Library 
classrm. 2, 10 am-noon
Pharmaceutical Sciences 
Seminar
“Pnpla3/Adiponutrin in Non-
Alcoholic Fatty Liver Disease & 
the Metabolic Syndrome,” Erin 
Kershaw; 456 Salk, noon
Health Services Research 
Seminar
“Alcohol & Drug Use Among 
HIV-Infected Veterans,” Kevin 
Kraemer; 305 Parkvale, noon
Magee Research Conference/
Seminar
“Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Dis-
orders: An International Per-
spective,” Christina Chambers; 
Magee 1st fl. conf. ctr., noon
Mechanicsburg Flu Shot 
Clinic
Computer Bldg. Rm. 2, noon-2 
pm
Philosophy of Science Lecture
“Toward a New Epistemology 
of Science,” Samuel Schindler, 
U of Konstanz; 817R CL, 12:05 
pm (4-1052)
Faculty Assembly Mtg.
UClub Ballrm. A, 3 pm
MMG Seminar
“Host Interactions of Esptein-
Barr  Nuclear  Antigen 1 
(EBNA1),” Lori Frappier; 503 
Bridgeside Point 2, 3:15 pm
Pharmacology & Chemical 
Biology Seminar
“MicroRNA Regulation of EPC 
Angiogenesis in Diabetes,” Alex 
Chen, medicine; 1395 Starzl 
BST, 3:30 pm
Endocrinology & Metabolism 
Bone Club Conference
“ASBMR Practice”; 1195 Starzl 
BST, 4:30 pm
Classics Lecture
“Magic & Religion in Ancient 
Corinth,” Ronald Stroud, UC-
Berkeley; 324 CL, 4:30 pm

Pgh. Contemporary Writers 
Reading
Mark Kurlansky; FFA aud., 8:30 
pm (4-6508)

 Wednesday 6

Clinical Oncology & Hematol-
ogy Grand Rounds
“Contemporary Management of 
Oropharyngeal Cancer: Gauging 
the Swing of the Pendulum,” 
Umamaheswar Duvvuri; Cooper 
Conf. Ctr. classrm. C, Hillman 
Cancer Ctr., 8 am
Bradford Campus Seminar
“Using Emotional Intelligence 
in the Workplace”; Seneca 2nd 
fl. classrm., UPB, 8 am-4:30 pm 
(814/362-0254)
Bradford Campus Flu Shot 
Clinic
Frame-Westerberg Commons, 
Rm. A & B, UPB, 11 am-3 pm
Women’s Studies Lecture
“Reproductive Rights in Penn-
sylvania,” Rebecca Cavanaugh, 
Planned Parenthood of Western 
PA; 2201 Posvar, noon
HSLS Workshop
“Introduction to Vector NIT,” 
Carrie Iwema; Falk Library conf. 
rm. B, 1-3 pm
Greensburg Campus St. Clair 
Lecture
“Andrew W. Mellon: Making 
Money & Giving It Away,” David 
Cannadine, Princeton; Ferguson 
Theater, Smith, UPG, 7:30 pm 
(724/836-7497)

 Thursday 7

Greensburg Campus Gradu-
ate & Professional School Fair
Chambers gymnasium, UPG, 
10 am-1 pm
Asian Studies Lecture
“An Update of Japanese Data-
bases & Effective Methods to 
Find Articles,” Hiroyuki Good, 
Pitt East Asian Library; 4130 
Posvar, noon
Epidemiology Seminar
“Epi in Action! Internship Poster 
Session”; A115 Crabtree, noon
Humanities Colloquium
“What Is Affect Theory?” 
Gregory Seigworth, Millersville; 
602 CL, 12:30-2 pm
Flu Shot Clinic
402 Salk, 1-5 pm

“The Diary of Anne Frank,” will 
be performed Oct. 13 at 7:30 
pm in the Bradford campus’s 
Bromeley Family Theater, Blais-
dell.


