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ranks, but some faculty question 
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Drowning in paper? These electronic 
tips may help. See page 4.

Pitt is requesting a 5 per-
cent increase in its state 
appropriation for fiscal 

year 2012, which begins July 1. 
With that level of support, the 
University intends to raise the 
compensation pool by at least 
3 percent and to limit tuition 
increases to 4 percent. 

In its request to the state 
Department of Education dated 
Sept. 30, the University asked for 
nearly $176.4 million in general 
support and  $17.7 million in 
academic medical center funding 
for a total of $194.1 million.

The requested medical center 
funding, which comes through the 
Department of Public Welfare 
budget, consists of nearly $8.7 mil-
lion for the School of Medicine, $1 
million for the dental clinic, $7.6 
million for Western Psychiatric 
Institute and Clinic and $397,000 
for the Center for Public Health 
Practice.  

In a presentation to the Uni-
versity Senate budget policies 
committee Oct. 8, Paul A. Supow-
itz, vice chancellor for Govern-
mental Relations, outlined Pitt’s 
request and briefed BPC members 
on upcoming budget issues and 
other state government concerns.

Pennsylvania’s four state-
related universities, Pitt, Penn 
State, Temple and Lincoln, were 
held to flat funding in the current 
fiscal year’s budget, faring better 

Pitt’s pay 
statements 
soon to go 
paperless
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than most recipients amid sharp 
cuts in the state’s current fiscal 
year budget. 

“It’s kind of depressing to put 
a positive spin on the fact that 
you’re just treading water, which 
is really what we’ve done in the 
last couple of years,” Supowitz 
said. “But almost everything else 
in the commonwealth budget has 
been cut pretty dramatically in 
most places. So, it’s been a struggle 
but I would also say we’ve met that 
struggle as best as we could have 
under the circumstances.” 

There is a bright spot in the 
state’s capital budget. Pitt’s yearly 
allotment of capital funding for 
construction and capital projects 
has been doubled to $40 million. 
Pitt’s share had been unchanged 
at $20 million since the Gov. Tom 
Ridge administration, Supowitz 
said. “We’ve been working hard 
over the past four years to get 
that doubled, and we finally did 
that,” he said. 

The additional capital funding 
from the state impacts the Univer-
sity’s budget by reducing the need 
for borrowing and helping avoid 
debt service costs, Vice Chancellor 
for Budget and Controller Arthur 
G. Ramicone told BPC.

The funding cliff
Looking ahead, however, Pitt 

is facing a “funding cliff” when the 
final year of American Recovery 

and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) 
stimulus funding ends. Pitt’s cur-
rent fiscal year appropriation from 
the state includes $7.5 million in 
federal stimulus money.

“That is the elephant in the 
room,” Supowitz said, noting 
that the state must find a way 
to replace those federal dollars 
merely to maintain the current 
appropriation.

Complicating matters is the 
fact that the cash-strapped state 
also has to make up for stimulus 
funding that is expiring in other 
areas of the budget. In the larger 
picture, the state will have a $1.5 
billion-$2 billion budget hole to 
fill, Supowitz estimated. 

Tax revenues also play a role 
in the budget concerns. Although 
recent collections have been 
slightly higher than projected, 
“Speculation is that the hole could 
be significantly larger than that, 
depending on revenue collec-
tions,” Supowitz told BPC.

“Regardless, we know there’s 
going to be a big hole in the state 
budget this year because of the 
funding cliff,” he said.

The legislative landscape
Supowitz noted that because 

there will be a new governor 
in Harrisburg for the upcom-
ing fiscal year, the state budget 
proposal could be delayed until 
early March. Typically, the gov-

ernor announces a proposed state 
budget in early February, but new 
administrations are given more 
time to prepare a budget proposal. 
Given that Pitt’s budget request 
has been made and budget talks 
in the legislature won’t begin in 
earnest until spring, the focus is 
on the more immediate issue of 
the Nov. 2 elections, he said.

Regardless of whether a Dem-
ocrat or Republican is elected, 
Supowitz noted that the new 
governor will be from western 
Pennsylvania and will be familiar 
with Pitt’s role not only as an 
educational institution but also as 
a force in economic development 
and growth. 

While that understanding 
is a plus, the new governor still 
will face difficult fiscal decisions, 
Supowitz said. 

Although changes in House 
and Senate leadership are on the 
horizon, Supowitz noted that the 
state Senate is likely to remain in 
Republican control. However, 
in the House, where Democrats 
currently hold a slight edge, the 
majority could change. 

“It could be very interesting if 
the House and Senate are Repub-
lican, and there’s very possibly 
a Republican governor, if you 
believe the polls. It could be tough 
for Democrats,” he said. “We will 
see what happens on Nov. 2.” 
—Kimberly K. Barlow             n

Pitt asks state for 5% appropriation hike
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Pay statements for most 
Pitt employees soon will 
be paperless. 

Employees already may have 
noticed their pay statements 
can be viewed by logging into 
the PRISM system via the www.
my.pitt.edu portal and clicking on 
“PHR Employee Self-Service” 
then choosing “pay statement.” 
The feature was launched earlier 
this month.

The familiar blue and white 
pay “advice” envelopes soon will 
be discontinued although exactly 
when has yet to be determined. For 
employees who are paid monthly, 
the change is set to take place 
sometime in early 2011. When a 
date is set, several months’ advance 
notice will be given, according to 
Payroll director Daniel Jeffreys. 
“We wanted to give everyone time 
to become familiar with accessing 
paper statements online before we 
stopped printing.” 

The approximately 1,100 
employees who receive their 
monthly pay in the form of paper 
checks will continue to receive 
them, although Jeffreys reiter-
ated that direct deposit is recom-
mended not only for the element 
of convenience, but now for the 
added savings of distribution time 
and paper.

Work-study and undergradu-
ate student workers are not 
included in the change. Most of 
these workers do not use direct 
deposit and will continue to 
receive their paper paychecks, 
Jeffreys said. 

A cost study done in 2007 as 
the shift was being considered 
estimated the University would 
save approximately $250,000 a 
year in the cost of printing and 
distributing the pay statements, 
he said.

The move to electronic pay 
advice — another of Pitt’s green 
initiatives — will eliminate the 
printing of more than 168,000 pay 
statements each year, along with 
the time and expense it takes to get 
them into the hands of individual 
employees. 

Last month, 14,000 paper 
direct-deposit advice statements 
were printed for the monthly 
payroll, Jeffreys said. “Each 
month, these advices must be 
counted, packaged and delivered 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

Pitt’s 10th annual science symposium — Science 2010: Transfor-
mations — highlighted science and technology advances Oct. 7 
and 8, with a smorgasbord  of presentations, keynote lectures, 
exhibits, poster sessions, a new-technology showcase and career 

development workshops held in Alumni Hall. See pages 9-12.

Above: The undergraduate research poster session was held in 
the Connolly Ballroom.
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M A T T E R S  / Audrey J. Murrell

U N I V E R S I T Y   S E N A T E

How does one change the world? What is the role of the Uni-
versity in producing knowledge that changes the world? We’ve 
all heard the stories of Google and Facebook as world-changing 
innovations that were envisioned on college campuses across the 
country. But what about organ transplant technology, Operation 
Troop Appreciation, foam-based building materials, robotic mobil-
ity devices or solar-assisted window fans? These are just a few of 
the examples of the innovations developed or contributed to by 
Pitt faculty, students and alumni that are having an impact on lives, 
communities and the world. The Oct. 26 fall plenary session of 
the University Senate is entitled: “Social Entrepreneurship at Pitt: 
Innovators, Change-makers and Local Heroes.” We will discuss 
the various ways that Pitt faculty, staff, students and alumni are 
engaging in social innovation and we also will debate the role of 
the University in supporting and encouraging these types of social 
entrepreneurial endeavors. 

Social entrepreneurs combine research, knowledge and a passion 
for change to make an impact on the world around them. They also 
are described as nontraditional thinkers who use business solutions 
to address a social problem or mission. Across the Pitt campus, there 
are a number of examples of social entrepreneurship that utilize 
the expertise and innovative practice from our faculty, students 
and staff. Whether working with nonprofit ventures, traditional 
business with a social mission or hybrid partnership of business-
government-community, social entrepreneurs look for the most 
effective methods to have a social impact that creates meaningful 
change. This plenary session will bring together expertise on social 
entrepreneurship to explore the various ways in which students, 
faculty and units across the University are engaged actively in 
research, projects and partnerships that tackle major social issues 
and offer new ideas for local and national change. 

Make no mistake that this plenary session is about opening 
our eyes to the possibilities that exist across the campus and how 
our University can and must support this type of social enterprise. 
Our offices, classrooms, labs and campuses are the best incubators 
of the essential process of taking a good idea and transforming it 
into reality that has significant impact. Some may argue that our 
University should not be in the business of “changing the world.” 
However, stimulating, cultivating and recognizing social innovation 
is absolutely consistent with the University’s commitment, promi-
nently stated on its home page, to be a “leader in education, pioneer 
in research, partner in regional development.” As we examine the 
various ways that social entrepreneurship takes places across the 
campus, we will examine the role of the University as the incuba-
tor for these types of activities among faculty, staff and students. 

The fall plenary session will highlight the work of Pitt students 
such as Micah Toll (mechanical engineering), whose inventions 
include a foam-based building material that is lightweight yet 
strong enough to be used in rebuilding communities devastated 
by disaster. Our keynote speaker will be Rory A. Cooper, Distin-
guished Professor and FISA Foundation-Paralyzed Veterans of 
America Chair, of the Department of Rehabilitation Science and 
Technology in the School of Health and Rehabilitation Sciences, 
who will discuss “Social Entrepreneurship: Forging New Freedoms 
for People With Disabilities” and highlight some of his research 
and partnerships that are creating new products using technologies 
such as robotic mobility devices. Our panel discussion will feature 
Max F. Miller, director of the Innovation Practice Institute in the 
School of Law; Laura Atkinson Schaefer, deputy director of the 
Mascaro Center for Sustainable Innovation and associate professor 
and Bicentennial Board of Visitors Faculty Fellow, Department 
of Mechanical Engineering and Materials Science in the Swanson 
School of Engineering; Ann Dugan, assistant dean and director of 
the Institute for Entrepreneurial Excellence in the Katz Graduate 
School of Business and College of Business Administration; and 
Tracy Soska, assistant professor, community organization and 
social administration concentration chair and continuing education 
director, School of Social Work. Panel members will discuss the 
activities within their units that are devoted to social entrepreneur-
ship and outline what can help to stimulate more social innovation 
across the Pitt campus. 

As chair of this plenary session, I hope that our eyes will be 
opened to the amazing work that is being done across the campus 
as well as the opportunities for even greater social entrepreneurship 
among our faculty, staff and students. I am director of the David 
Berg Center for Ethics and Leadership within Pitt Business, where 
our core mission is to “add value to organizations through ethical 
leadership.” Our experience-based learning approach to developing 
leaders of today and tomorrow engages students in social entre-
preneurship activities to highlight the role of social responsibility 
as essential for effective and ethical leadership — especially for 
those with the potential to change the world. 

I hope you will join us Oct. 26 at noon in the William Pitt Union 
Assembly Room as we seek to gain a better understanding of the 
many ways our faculty, staff, students and alumni are producing ideas 
that matter.                                                                                   n

Audrey J. Murrell is an associate professor of business administration, 
psychology and public and international affairs, and director of the 
David Berg Center for Ethics and Leadership in the Katz Graduate 
School of Business and College of Business Administration (amurrell@
katz.pitt.edu).

Ideas that matter

A presentation on the Uni-
versity’s budget request 
and related state govern-

ment issues dominated the Senate 
budget policies committee’s first 
meeting of the new academic year 
(see story page 1), but several issues 
from last year will be revisited in 
upcoming BPC business.

• BPC chair John J. Baker 
reported on the issue of receiving 
detailed University financial infor-
mation for the committee’s review. 
BPC has sought to review the Uni-
versity’s attribution report, which 
attributes revenues and expenses 
to the University’s academic units 
and other responsibility centers.  
(See Dec. 4, 2008, University Times.)

However, the University 
administration has questioned 
the relevance of the document for 
BPC’s purposes, and has balked 
at its public release. (See March 
5, 2009, University Times.) BPC 
has discussed options for some 
substitute information.

Baker said he had raised the 
issue of a substitute report with 
Provost Patricia Beeson and hopes 
for progress this fall.

Pro tem member Phil Wion 
raised the question of having a 
more detailed review of the ath-
letics budget that at one time had 
been brought to the committee as 
part of the attribution study. “For 
a number of years it was made 
public through this committee,” 
Wion said, noting that ceased 
about three years ago. “I always 
thought it was to the advantage of 
the University to show that unlike 
many institutions the revenue 
sports were making a profit and 
helping subsidize other collegiate 
sports, and therefore the general 
funds were not as heavily impacted 
by those sports,” Wion said. “Pre-
sumably somebody doesn’t agree 
that making that kind of informa-
tion public is to the advantage of 
the University because that hasn’t 
been happening.” 

Baker noted that some infor-
mation on that budget is included 
in reports the University submits 

to the state.
Wion argued that the attri-

bution study provided a more 
detailed analysis. “That was a 
fuller, more accurate, more formal 
set of data,” Wion said, noting 
that the reports demonstrated the 
University’s efficiency and good 
management in an often-criticized 
area. “Athletic programs gener-
ally in higher education get a bad 
rap — and probably it’s mostly 
deserved at most institutions — 
but I think we’ve done well, and 
to show that was an advantage.”

• BPC requested the Office 
of Budget and Controller again 
include salary appeal process 
questions as part of its survey of 
University units’ compliance with 
planning and budgeting system 
requirements. 

The budget office, at BPC’s 
request, polls University units 

on issues related to the planning 
and budgeting process. In last 
year’s survey, units were asked 
whether they have a process by 
which employees can appeal salary 
increases and whether employees 
are informed about that process. 
Responses indicated widespread 
but not universal compliance. (See 
June 11, 2009, University Times.)

• In new business, Baker 
announced the need for a new 
co-secretary to replace committee 
member Barbara Warnick who, 
he said, has a conflict with BPC’s 
meeting schedule this term. Pro-
tem member Balwant Dixit agreed 
to fill in when necessary in the 
absence of the committee’s other 
co-secretary, Michael Semcheski. 

• BPC’s remaining fall term 
meetings are set for 12:10 p.m. 
Nov. 12 and Dec. 10 in 527 CL.
—Kimberly K. Barlow             n

Budget policies still seeking 
financial report information

Long-time Pitt-Bradford benefactor Harriett B. Wick stands in 
front of UPB’s new chapel, which bears her name. The chapel 
was dedicated Sept. 30. 

Work on the $2.5 million building began last fall. In addition 
to providing a place for religious services of all types, the 
150-seat interfaith chapel will be used as a center for service 
learning and for receptions, induction ceremonies, small 
choral and musical performances, recitals, readings and speak-
ers. 

Wick served on the board of the Philo and Sarah Blaisdell 
Foundation, which was founded by her father, George G. 
Blaisdell. The Blaisdell Foundation was one of the first orga-
nizations to begin supporting Pitt-Bradford through scholar-
ships. 

Wick and her sister, Sarah Dorn, have a long history of sup-
porting the campus. They established two scholarship funds 
at Pitt-Bradford to honor their mother, Miriam Barcroft Blais-
dell. In 1995, Wick and other members of the Blaisdell family 
made a $1.5 million challenge gift to Pitt-Bradford to be used 
toward the construction of Blaisdell Hall. 

Alan Hancock
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Faculty Assembly members 
last week held an impromptu 
discussion about whether a 

significant number of incoming 
freshmen are entering Pitt unpre-
pared academically. 

The discussion emerged fol-
lowing reports from the faculty 
presidents of three of Pitt’s 
regional campuses. 

University Senate President 
Michael Pinsky said at the Oct. 
5 Assembly meeting that high 
schools are failing to teach some 
of the basic skills necessary for 
success in college, such as critical 
writing, mathematics and science.

“I see a dichotomy of students 
with extremely high scores on 
their SATs, and the poor way in 
which they write even an argu-
mentative paragraph,” Pinsky 
said. “Students are not learning 
the same basic things they were 
before because of the structure 
of public education, and I’m not 
sure private education is much 
different.”

Assembly member Carey 
Balaban said another factor in 
the mix is the improvement in 
Pitt’s reputation, which has raised 
expectations for the quality of 
students. “A growing national 
and international reputation, that 
raises the bar. I think we’re getting 
better students, but that the stu-
dents’ mastery of what we would 
consider to be the prerequisite 
materials for doing college work 
is not that apparent when they 
show up for some of the courses,” 
Balaban said.

He said when that is the case 
the faculty member has to bite the 
bullet and help the underprepared 
student.

“It simply makes a challenge 
for staffing, particularly at the 
regional campuses: There are 
other sections that have to be 
offered, and decisions have to 
made about how to manage this in 
their individual departments. It’s a 
challenge we face [in Pittsburgh] 
too,” Balaban added.

John Baker, a member of the 
Senate admissions committee, said 
the issue is not with substandard 
students per se. “A lot depends on 
the criteria you’re looking at. SATs 
are higher, the number of students 
in the top 10 percent of their class 
is higher. So I think we’re getting 
good students,” Baker said. 

“A lot of the problem when 
you say students are unprepared 
is simply the fact that competition 
is so much higher here. When 
you have a student in the top 10 
or 20 percent I don’t think they 
have had to work as hard [in high 
school] as they have to here to 
get high grades. I think a lot of 
people would disagree that the 
quality of students we’re getting 
is substandard,” Baker said.

Assembly member Linda 
Frank said the issue may be an 
intergenerational one. “Perhaps 
the students are different. When 
you look at students when the baby 
boomers came to school, we had 
a different attitude about educa-

tion. A lot of students are being 
admitted now to college when it 
was their parents who did their 
homework. When you look at the 
X generation and Y generation 
and the millennials, they’re all 
different,” Frank said.

“As somebody who teaches 
in a graduate program, I do get 
students who cannot write,” Frank 
said. “That’s a big problem, but 
I don’t feel like I should have to 
teach people how to write. I’m not 
sure it’s the job of higher educa-
tion to teach people how to write. 
I understand the point that there is 
potential for people who may not 
be performing. As a baby boomer 
my idea would be to say ‘You’re 
going to have to go out and get 
those skills yourself.’”

Assembly member James 
Becker said he was confused by 
an apparent contradiction in the 
discussion. “The standards for 
admission are getting higher, 
applications are going up, SAT 
scores are going up, et cetera, but 
the consensus among the faculty 
here is our students come in 
unprepared. What am I missing?” 
Becker asked.

If the latter is the case, Becker 
continued, “My concern is I don’t 
want the day to come when gradu-
ate schools come back to us and 
say, ‘You’re sending us substandard 
students and we can’t get them 
out of here in less than 10 years.’ 
Maybe colleges will have to go to 
five years to have a year to remedi-
ate everything that happened in 

Faculty Assembly last week 
heard reports from three 
new regional campus 

faculty presidents on plans for 
their respective faculty senates. 

Mary Ann Caton, Pitt-
Titusville Faculty Senate presi-
dent, had a schedule conflict and 
was unable to attend the Faculty 
Assembly meeting.

Pitt-Bradford
Greg Page, president of the 

UPB faculty, noted that for the 
second straight year his campus 
reached its full-time-equivalent 
enrollment goal of 1,500.

The campus also recently 
dedicated a new residence hall, 
adding 100-plus beds.

“So our on-campus living 
conditions are vastly improved 
and we have a larger student 
body living on campus. We’ve 
also been able recently to reno-
vate our science labs, which had 
not been renovated since the 
1970s,” Page said.

“But one of the problems 
that comes with this extended 
growth is that we have taxed 
classrooms and resources on 
campus,” he said.

Page noted that the UPB 
Faculty Senate’s agenda is full.

“Primarily, we’re trying to 
establish curricular assessment 
of our global competencies,” 
such as math and writing, a task 
that has come from Pitt’s central 
administration, he said. “It’s 
still vague as to what actually 
constitutes ‘competence’ and 
we are trying to define that. 
That effort is something the 
Senate is helping to spearhead,” 
Page said.

The UPB Faculty Senate 
also is examining the general 
education requirements to 
assess whether curricular stan-
dards truly are meeting the 
needs of the students, he said.

The Senate also is support-
ing the evaluation and develop-
ment of standards for UPB’s 

Brighter but unprepared? 
Faculty say some students here 
still lack basic academic skills 

high school.”
Vladimir Savinov, a physics 

faculty member on Assembly, 
said, “In my 10 years’ experience 
at Pitt I can see that every year 
we get more and more excellent 
students who are ready to go really 
far. Every year graduates from our 
department go to the best graduate 
schools in the world.

“However,” Savinov contin-
ued, “if you have a class of 200 
students, I can say without hesita-
tion the top part of a class like that 
has been improving over the past 
10 years. But the bottom part is 
not only staying where they are but 
they are culturally changing. They 
come from places where parents 
and teachers are not pressing them 
to work harder and school boards 
are not acting because of parents’ 
complaints. The way we deal with 
this is we try to teach the students 
at the bottom of the class as much 
as they’re willing to learn. We 
cannot force them to change.” 

Savinov advocated a system of 
required remedial courses, should 
a student be found unprepared.

Pinsky said, “Every college will 
tell you that if our graduates get 
jobs and they’re getting paid well, 
or if they get into a grad school 

where there’s a significant amount 
of quality, then our education has 
worked. Whether we like it or not 
our job is to see that they do that.”

He recommended establish-
ing freshman courses that teach 
basic skills necessary for academic 
success in college, such as time-
management skills, how to navi-
gate library resources and how to 
write clearly and critically.

“Our students are smart people 
and, because smart people learn 
fast, we can get them up to speed,” 
Pinsky said.

q
In other Assembly business:
• The fall plenary session will 

be held noon-3 p.m. Oct. 26 in 
the William Pitt Union Assembly 
Room. (See Senate Matters column, 
page 2.)

• Nicholas Bircher reported 
on plans for the Faculty Assembly 
outreach program, which he co-
chairs with Irene Frieze. Bircher 
and Frieze are looking for volun-
teers from Faculty Assembly and 
Senate Council who will schedule 
meetings at the departmental level 
to apprise faculty of the role of 
Faculty Assembly in the Univer-
sity’s shared governance structure.
—Peter Hart                           n

Reports from the regional faculty senates
distance education courses and 
materials. Distance education 
heretofore had been offered as a 
case-by-case project, Page said. 

Another Senate task, he said, is 
to improve collaboration between 
the faculty and campus adminis-
tration.

“As a campus, one of the big-
gest issues is dealing with the 
under-preparedness of our stu-
dents,” which the Senate aims to 
address from multiple standpoints, 
Page said. That means developing 
programs of academic-centered 
orientation as opposed to the tra-
ditional student affairs-centered 
freshman orientation. Such pro-
grams would increase student 
retention, he said.

“We’re also looking at 
resources available for faculty as 
far as training or curricular mate-
rials that can assist us in helping 
the students adjust to college life 
academically,” Page said.
The UPB Faculty Senate also 
plans to convene the campus’s 
first committee of faculty, staff and 
students to look at sustainability 
issues, with an eye toward part-
nering with Pittsburgh campus 
programs. 

Pitt-Greensburg
In conjunction with the UPG 

Faculty Senate revising its bylaws, 
the group also is discussing with 
the UPG administration what 
shared governance means, said 
Frank Wilson, adding that Pitt-
Greensburg must view all issues 
in the context of being an under-
graduate teaching unit.

Wilson noted that all of Pitt’s 
campuses, as well as higher edu-
cation generally, face challenges, 
many of which are due to a lack 
of financial support. He said the 
UPG Faculty Senate is looking at 
the best ways to support under-
graduate education during dismal 
economic times, as well as how to 
countermand the low morale that 
results from a lack of resources.

“What is helping our morale is 

that we are engaging in all kinds 
of experimental projects on our 
campus involving things like col-
laborative teaching in ways we 
have not done before, such as 
having cross-divisional courses,” 
Wilson said. “We’re offering one 
this semester that is a science and 
ethics course that’s being team-
taught by a philosopher and a 
biochemistry professor. I’m a 
sociologist and next semester I’ll 
be teaching with one of the lit 
professors a course that’s a mesh 
of urban sociology and the graphic 
novel. Collaborative work is very 
stimulating, and we’re trying to 
implement appropriate examples 
of that.”

Of Pitt-Greensburg’s 93 fac-
ulty, 50, including Wilson, are 
outside the tenure stream. About 
20 of those are part-time faculty 
who have been teaching at UPG, 
in some cases, for 10 or 15 years, 
he said.

Wilson plans to charge the 
UPG faculty welfare committee 
to deal with the issue of edu-
cational standards, particularly 
standards for evaluating faculty 
performance. 

Specifically, Wilson wants to 
examine whether full-time non-
tenure-stream faculty should be 
evaluated using the same criteria 
as their tenured and tenure-stream 
counterparts in the context of 
the University’s three-pronged 
mission of teaching, research and 
service. 

“We don’t call it research, we 
call it professional development, 
so there is a question of what is 
the actual meaning of profes-
sional development. I don’t have 
an answer,” he said. 

The crux of the question of 
faculty performance evaluation is 
that full-time non-tenured faculty 
who teach four different courses 
each term feel additional pressure 
to publish and attend professional 
conferences. 

“But, of course, there’s not 
enough money to send everybody 

to conferences,” Wilson said. 
“I, for one, think of myself as a 
professional teacher of under-
grads, so it’s galling sometimes 
to see that what you do is not 
being accepted under profes-
sional development, and you 
pay a price for that.” 

He expects there to be dif-
fering views among the faculty 
about whether alternative evalu-
ation criteria could or should be 
implemented.

Pitt-Johnstown
Brian Houston described his 

campus as in a state of renova-
tion. 

“The Student Union was 
renovated and now is a modern 
student union, very appealing 
to younger people,” Houston 
told Assembly Oct. 5. “We have 
another new outside space called 
University Square; the Engi-
neering and Science Building 
underwent a renovation that was 
partly technical upgrades and 
partly to give it a youthful look. 
A new health sciences building 
is underway in the preliminary 
stages. I think all that’s a result 
of the new administration four 
years ago trying to update the 
campus and make things more 
modern-looking and I think 
that’s a good thing.”

But as with anything new 
comes some tension, he said. 

“People resist change. We 
have a lot of new faculty, and 
we have a lot of people retiring. 
The new people don’t know the 
history of the campus. 

“What I’ve defined as my 
challenge for my first year is 
morale. I want to do a couple 
things: How do we pull back 
disenfranchised people and get 
them involved, and how do we 
convince [new faculty] they do 
have a say and that they have 
some position in shared gover-
nance. That’s what I see my job 
as,” Houston said.
—Peter Hart                           n
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Health Sciences Library 
System reference and 
information technology 

librarian Patricia Weiss initially 
may have disappointed attendees 
at her recent talk, “Making a Dent 
in Your Personal Paper Silo.” 

“I can’t help you with the paper 
that’s already accumulated in your 
life,” she told those interested in 
lightening their paper overload 
burdens.

“My children are now 32 and 
29 and I’m still going through their 
grade school papers. So, I’m not 
a real good role model for that,” 
she admitted. However, in a recent 
Lunch with a Librarian talk, Weiss 
outlined several tools that can help 
prevent needless accumulation of 
additional paper.

Going entirely paperless may 
not be possible — in part because, 
for some purposes, paper is supe-
rior to electronic information. It’s 
interactive, portable and notations 
can be made easily on paper. 
“Paper is friendly. It’s warmer 
than electronic information. You 
can curl up with it,” she added. 
However, electronic information 
can be accessed from anywhere 
and is searchable, sharable and 
can be linked to or linked from.

Levels of need
Categorizing the information 

is a first step in determining how 
to store it. Highest on the priority 
list is information needed now for 
a specific project that’s underway, 
she said. Next in the hierarchy 
are things to be read because 
they’re important, followed by 
things to be read because they’re 
interesting. 

Lower on the scale are back-
ground materials or things that 
may be needed eventually. At the 
bottom of the need pile are things 
you hold onto “just because.”

Basic principles
Weiss advised her audience 

to adopt several basic principles 
when devising a strategy for mini-
mizing accumulations of paper.

• Cut the problem off at the 
printer. “Just don’t print it. Think 
of other ways you can capture this 
information if you don’t need it 
right now,” she said. 

• Think of how you will use the 
item. “There are more informa-
tion streams, but also more tools 
to manage them,” she said. 

• Use the web. “See how much 
you can do with just the web. You 
can get to the web from about 
anywhere and that’s the great thing 
about it,” she said.

• Store web addresses (URLs) 
rather than printing PDF files. 
“You can still keep the informa-
tion and have it in some way, 
but you’re not generating all the 
paper,” Weiss said. 

Storage 
Weiss categorizes storage 

solutions into four types. Ranging 
from the most general use to the 
more academic-specific, they are:

• Ubiquitrons
These, Weiss said, offer instant 

access to electronic files from 
anywhere.

In the pre-web past, file transfer 
protocol (FTP) was used to move 
files around. Then physical devices 
such as floppy drives, zip drives, 
CDs and flash drives evolved. 
Today, the move is toward cloud 
computing in which information 
is stored on the web. “People have 
done this for years with free email 
programs like Hotmail, Gmail and 

Yahoo! Mail. Now we’re starting 
to see it for other purposes too,” 
Weiss said.

Newer tools such as Dropbox, 
Evernote and Box enable files to be 
stored on the web. For example, 
Weiss uses Dropbox, which bills 
itself as a “magic pocket” for elec-
tronic data. She has it on her phone 
as well as on her iPod and home 
computer. Using Dropbox, she has 
access to her folders regardless of 
which device she is using. 

Weiss also noted that Pitt 
email users who send large files to 
themselves quickly can consume a 
large amount of their quota space, 
reducing their capacity to receive 
messages. “I don’t email files to 
myself as much as I used to. [Drop-
box] is very convenient,” she said, 
adding that this sort of storage is 
a great tool for getting started on 
eliminating the paper silo. 

The downside, Weiss said, is 
that these free services often don’t 
update files instantaneously and 
the capacity is limited. “It’s not a 
place to put things permanently,” 
she said, adding that such tools 
provide a good spot for informa-
tion that’s in transition or for 
information that might be needed 
only a few times.

Bookmarks are another ubiqui-
tron Weiss favors. Browsers such 
as Firefox, Safari and Internet 
Explorer all have toolbar features 
that place favorite information on 
the computer desktop. 

“The good thing about it is it 
turns your favorite bookmarks into 
buttons so they’re right in front 
of you when you need them,” 
she said. In addition, bookmark 
synchronizers such as Firefox 
Sync, or tools specific to other 
browsers, give users the timesav-
ing advantage of having the same 
toolbar on multiple devices. 

Firefox Sync, Weiss noted, 
also will keep track of passwords 
and tabs. “If I have tabs open in 
Firefox when I leave the office, I 
can go home and find the same tabs 
and continue what I was doing,” 
she said.

• Inboxes
Delicious is the best known of 

the social s applications. “What it 
does is keeps track of web sites that 
you like,” Weiss said, describing it 
as “letting you remember things 
in public.”

Users mark items with “tags” 
and when others search on a par-
ticular term, results include the 
items that other users have tagged 
with that same term.

“As a librarian I use it all the 
time because if I’m collecting 
things to do a presentation or I 
want a patron to see some things 
I found, I can just email them a 
URL and it’s very convenient,” 
Weiss said.

Although some items can be 
marked as private, the point of 
Delicious is sharing your book-
marks with others. “The way you 
contribute to the system is to put 
your stuff out there,” she said. 

“This is really convenient even 
in your private life,” she said, 
recounting how she and her sib-
lings in different cities were trying 
to come up with a joint birthday 
present for their father. “Some had 
some suggestions, so I went out 
and looked for the items, created 
a set of Delicious bookmarks and 
emailed it to everybody. They 
chose the item and that was it.” 

RSS feed readers (also known 
as syndicators or aggregators) 
such as Google Reader, Netvibes 
or Bloglines allow users to create 
electronic clip files of favorite 
feeds to which they subscribe.

Some web pages feature an 
orange RSS feed icon, or other 
indicator that links to one or more 
feeds to which users can subscribe. 
“Click on the one you want and 
add it directly to your reader to 
get a subscription to that feed,” 
she said. For instance, The New 
England Journal of Medicine 
offers two dozen RSS choices 
including feeds for the current 
issue as well as for specialties such 
as cardiology and pediatrics.

“I like this because I gener-
ally would get things in my email 

inbox and they would just sit 
there because email is dealing 
with messages, corresponding 
with people,” Weiss said. “Only 
sometimes would I set aside the 
time to go through my journals.”

Weiss said that although using 
a feed reader takes some fore-
thought — you have to decide 
what you want to receive and read 
— she prefers having a separate 
space for such information. 

“To me this is a better place 
than saving clippings in email 
because I have so much stuff in my 
email,” she said. “If you don’t go 
to it that often, it may accumulate 
but at some point you can go and 
see it and everything will be right 
there.” 

• Gimmes
“Gimme” tools save time by 

allowing users to grab information 
directly. One example is Pubget’s 
“PaperPlane” tool that delivers 
instant PDF files from certain 
journal publications. 

Originally designed to grab 
full text PDFs from the National 
Library of Medicine’s PubMed 
archive, PaperPlane has expanded 
to cover other major publishers as 
well, Weiss said.

• Citation management lite
Weiss categorizes some basic 

citation management tools as 
“lite” tools. 

The National Center for 

Biotechnology Information’s My 
NCBI (formerly the PubMed 
Cubby) is a web-based tool that 
enables users to save searches or 
collections of information. “This 
is very useful simply because it is 
ubiquitously available,” she said.

Scientific publisher Springer’s 
CiteULike is another example. 
More social than other citation 
management tools such as End-
note or Refworks, “You tag the 
things you save and you can get 
into other people’s things through 
their tags too,” she said. “You can 
see what other people are reading 
and what they’ve suggested. If you 
find someone who has a lot of the 
same type of articles as you, you 
can look at their library.”

Other considerations
“Paper is useful, so we know 

we’re going to keep using paper,” 
Weiss said. “The solution is not to 
use less, but to keep less. Some-
times you really need to pile things 
up, but when you’re done with 
that, is there some way of keeping 
track of what you piled up without 
keeping the pile itself?”

To prevent pileups, Weiss 
said she likes to think in terms 
of “just-in-time paper.” “When 
I need something, I print it out. 
When I’m done with the printout, 
I discard it. Is that wasteful? Prob-
ably in some ways, in other ways 
probably not.” 

She also recommends a “train-
ing wheels” approach to weaning 
off of paper. “I just print out the 
first page of something so I keep 
track of the citation and I’ll have 
it if I need it.” 

In conclusion, she cautioned 
against creating other kinds of 
silos that can be caused by storing 
large numbers of PDFs. Elec-
tronic libraries can become hard 
to manipulate and manage if they 
grow too big.  

“I understand people want 
instant access to it. But the prob-
lem is everybody’s creating their 
own silo of PDFs.” 

Saving URLs rather than PDFs 
is one way to combat the large file 
sizes, but the practice isn’t fool-
proof because URLs sometimes 
change. Saving Digital Object 
Identifiers (DOIs) — permanent 
names for digital content that 
include information on where 
the object can be found — can 
be a better option for long-term 
storage because DOIs are updated, 
noted one participant who said 
he has given up on storing the 
sometimes-changeable URLs. 

“The problem is not entirely 
solved,” Weiss admitted.

q
Links to tools, including those 

mentioned in Weiss’s presenta-
tion, are available at http://bit.
ly/papersilo.
—Kimberly K. Barlow            n

These electronic 
tricks could help 
banish those piles 

Buried in paper?

The Staff Association Council (SAC) is sponsoring CPR/AED 
certification workshops Nov. 13. A session for non-health care 
personnel will be held 9 a.m.-1 p.m. This session will cover adult 
and pediatric CPR as well as choking care and the use of the AED.

Another session, geared toward medical students and health 
care workers, will be held 1-5 p.m. This session will cover health 
care provider CPR/AED training. Both sessions result in two-year 
certification.

The classes will be held in G34 Benedum Hall. The cost is $40 
for Pitt employees and students, $50 for others. Payment is due by 
Oct. 29 at the SAC office, 313 Bellefield Hall. Cash and checks are 
acceptable. (Checks should be made payable to Nashaun Forney, 
the workshop instructor.)

For more information, contact the SAC office at 4-4236 or 
sac@pitt.edu.                                                                                  n

 

CPR/AED training offered



OCTOBER 14, 2010

5

Pay statements going paperless
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
to every department on campus. 
Each department then must dis-
tribute these statements to each 
employee,” he explained, adding 
that it’s difficult to estimate how 
much time will be saved, since 
the effort is spread out across the 
University. 

In addition to current pay 
statements, employees can view 
three years’ of prior statements 
online. Currently, past statements 
through 2007 are available. 

The system has been used 
internally as a tool in the Payroll 

office for approximately a year, and 
employees in the Office of Budget 
and Controller were used as a test 
group last month. 

“We’ve had a very positive 
response to it,” he said.

Jeffreys said the system “is as 
secure as you keep your password,” 
noting that employees’ full Social 
Security numbers don’t appear in 
the online payroll information.

Employees should be aware 
that if they leave the University 
and lose access to the my.pitt.edu 
portal, their access to the online 

statements also ends. For security, 
Jeffreys said, individual archiving 
of the statements is not recom-
mended, adding that anyone who 
needs a back statement can contact 
Payroll for a printout. “If an indi-
vidual leaves the University and 
should ever need a copy of a pay 
statement for documentation, the 
Payroll department can provide 
this service,” he said.

q
Information is available at 

www.bc.pitt.edu/payroll.
—Kimberly K. Barlow             n

New computer cluster available for researchers
Pitt researchers in need of 

high-performance com-
puting capacity now have a 

new resource available. The Uni-
versity has purchased a new com-
puter cluster with approximately 
$500,000 in Provost funding.

Jointly administered by Com-
puting Services and Systems 
Development (CSSD) and the 
Center for Simulation and Model-
ing (SAM), it is housed at CSSD’s 
Network Operations Center 
(NOC) in the RIDC Industrial 
Park. The cluster has been named 
Frank, after Henry S. Frank, who 
chaired the chemistry department 
1951-1963. 

CSSD director Jinx Walton 
said many Pitt research groups 
need high-performance comput-
ing, noting that the availability of 
an expandable University cluster 
saves individual departments from 
investing in the hardware and the 
specialized environment such 
equipment requires. 

Walton said the system will be 
more cost-efficient, although it’s 
too early to predict what savings 
could result.

The cluster is made up of 40 
computers (“nodes”): 30 with two 
6-core Intel Westmere central 
processing units (CPUs), 48 GB 
RAM and 10 with four 12-core 
AMD Magny-Cours CPUs, 128 
GB RAM. 

Cores essentially are CPUs 
joined on a single chip. Multiple 
cores can communicate faster 
than separate CPUs, explained 
SAM co-director Ken Jordan. 

In comparison, today’s desktop 
computers typically are dual-core, 
meaning that they contain two 
processors on one chip, he said. 

Four of the Westmere nodes 
have four Nvidia Fermi general-
purpose graphics processing 
units. GPUs can speed up some 
applications by as much as a factor 
of 200 compared to calculations 
performed on a single core of a 
standard CPU.

Most of the nodes are con-
nected by a high-speed Infiniband 
network to improve the perfor-
mance of parallel calculations 
using simultaneous CPUs across 
multiple nodes. Under ideal 
conditions, Infiniband network 
speeds could exceed Ethernet 
network speeds by a factor of 30, 
Jordan said.

The cluster mainly will benefit 
researchers who use several CPUs 
at the same time, enabling them to 
tackle bigger problems and solve 
them more quickly, Jordan said. It 
provides an intermediate level of 
computing power for users who 
need the power of 50-100 comput-
ers, jobs that  typically are too small 
to merit using supercomputing 
center resources.

“This is useable to people in 
many, many departments,” Jordan 
said, naming engineering, the 
sciences, the medical school and 
public health among the areas in 
which researchers could benefit 
from the more powerful comput-
ing capacity for such increasingly 
important research purposes as 
modeling and simulation.

Some initial jobs are being run 
as SAM staff finish configuring the 
software to prepare the cluster for 
broad usage. Jordan said the clus-
ter should be available for general 
use starting Oct. 20. Prospective 
users must submit a proposal to 
seek time on the cluster. Jordan 
said he expects demand will out-
strip the resource, forcing SAM 
leaders to decide how best to use 
the cluster’s capacity. 

“If usage grows as fast as I think 
it will, we would need to make the 
case for the University to expand 
the center,” Jordan said.

SAM is in charge of scheduling 
time on the cluster and taking the 
lead in assisting users; CSSD is 
the cluster’s caretaker, providing 
the facility and support, including 
maintenance and 24-hour moni-
toring, Walton said.

The NOC has an 850-square-
foot space set up with the proper 
environment for the cluster, which 
has heavy power requirements and 
cooling needs. 

The NOC  has a 1-megawatt 
transformer installed specifically 
to support research computing 
and has a dedicated uninterrupt-
ible power supply backed up by a 
1-megawatt diesel generator. It 
also has in-row cooling with a 160 
kilovolt amp capacity specifically 
for the research computers.

All equipment, including the 
power supply and cooling, are 
monitored 24/7 and Enterprise 
backup systems are in place to 
support data stored on the clus-
ters. Centralized monitoring and 
maintenance lets faculty focus on 
their research, rather than on the 
equipment, Walton noted.

A search is on to find a high-
performance computing engineer 
experienced both in high-per-
formance computing and Linux 
operating systems to manage and 
maintain the system. While some 
CSSD staff have Linux expertise, 
the University is seeking someone 
with high-performance comput-
ing management experience as 
well. “It’s a very specialized field,” 
she said.

Walton anticipates additional 
staff will be needed as use of the 
cluster grows. That likely would 
be filled through a reallocation 
of existing resources rather than 
additional hiring, she said.

SAM is hosting two seminars 
on Nov. 4 to familiarize users with 
the new resources. Information on 
the seminars, the new computer 
cluster and how to apply for an 
allocation on this or other SAM 
research clusters can be found at 
www.sam.pitt.edu.
—Kimberly K. Barlow             n
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A panel of deans and other administrators from the Schools of 
the Health Sciences discussed the importance of team-based 
patient care as part of Pitt’s annual Interprofessional Forum, held 
Oct. 1 in Scaife Hall. 
From left are: Patricia D. Kroboth, dean of the School of Phar-
macy; Donald S. Burke, dean of the Graduate School of Public 
Health; Jacqueline M. Dunbar-Jacob, dean of the School of Nurs-
ing; Robert J. Weyandt, chair of the Department of Dental Public 
Health and Information Management in the School of Dental 
Medicine; Ann E. Thompson, associate dean for faculty affairs 
in the School of Medicine, and Clifford E. Brubaker, dean of the 
School of Health and Rehabilitation Sciences.
Now in its third year, the annual event encourages first-year 
students from the Schools of the Health Sciences to familiarize 
themselves with other health disciplines and to foster commu-
nication and collaboration as a way to provide better patient-
centered care.
Thompson said that communicating effectively with patients and 

working with colleagues from other professions are goals that 
once were rarely stated as part of students’ education. “Now 
it’s an explicit part of what we want you to view as critical to 
the success of delivering good care,” she told students. 
Dunbar-Jacob advised, “It’s important to listen carefully, to 
know your colleagues, not just work beside them. Know what 
they do; don’t be afraid to work with them.”
She told students that health care professionals often don’t 
know one another and frequently don’t understand such basics 
as how others are trained, what licensing or regulatory restric-
tions apply to other disciplines or what capabilities colleagues 
from other fields bring to patient care. “We need to learn 
about each other,” she said.
“Put your curiosity about health care into your interactions 
with colleagues. Take time to understand who those people 
are, what they do, what they bring to the system and how to 
work with them,” she urged.

—Kimberly K. Barlow

Mary Jane Bent/CIDDE

Working together

TIAA-CREF  is introducing 
“premier share class” funds to 
University employees who are 
enrolled in certain TIAA-CREF 
mutual fund products. 

According to TIAA-CREF 
officials, the new program will 
reduce the Pitt retirement plan’s 
overall fund expenses and give 
enrollees more earning potential. 
However, the officials cautioned, 
lower expenses do not translate 
necessarily into higher returns.

Participants in TIAA-CREF’s 
retirement plan who are invested 
in retirement share class mutual 
funds will receive a confirmation 
statement for any asset transfers 
into the new premier share class. 
Participants need not take any 
action.

Letters with details were 
mailed to TIAA-CREF partici-
pants’ homes last week. For more 
information, go to  www.hr.pitt.
edu/benefits/mutual.htm or call 
800/842-2252. 

Individual counseling sessions 
with TIAA-CREF consultants 
are available by appointment; call 
412/803-3653.                          n

Pitt’s Office of Public Affairs 
received the lion’s share of awards 
— including Best in Show — at 
the  Sept. 30  IABC/Pittsburgh 
Golden Triangle Awards dinner, 
held at the University Club.

IABC/Pittsburgh is the 
regional chapter of IABC, the 
International Association of 
Business Communicators. The 
Golden Triangle Awards program, 
sponsored by IABC/Pittsburgh, 
is an annual competition that 

recognizes excellence in com-
munications management, skills 
and creativity in the western 
Pennsylvania region. Awards 
include awards of excellence for 
the best entries and awards of 
honor for runners up. More than 
100 entries were received for the 
2010 competition.

The Best in Show Award 
went to Pitt for “Newspaper of 
Record: The Pittsburgh Cou-
rier,” culminating that entry’s 

three Awards of Excellence in the 
Communication-Management 
and Communication-Creative 
divisions.

Pitt Golden Triangle Awards 
2010 winners are:
Communication-Management 
Division: 

Media relations: “Eds and 
Meds,” Award of Excellence; 
“Pittsburgh G-20 Summit,” 
Award of Honor;

Special events: “Newspaper of 

Record: The Pittsburgh Courier,” 
Award of Excellence;

Other: “Newspaper of Record: 
The Pittsburgh Courier,” Award 
of Excellence.

Communication-Skills Divi-
sion: 

• Publications
Magazines: Graduate School of 

Public and International Affairs, 
“GSPIA Perspectives,” Award of 
Honor;

Annual reports: “University 
of Pittsburgh, 2009 Economic 
Impact Report,” Award of Excel-
lence; “2009 Report of Chancellor 
Mark A. Nordenberg,” Award of 
Honor;

Special publications: “Alumni 
Life Member Calendar,” Award 
of Honor;

• Writing
News writing: Ervin Dyer, 

Pitt magazine, “Invisible Harm,” 
Award of Honor;

Feature writing: Cara Hayden, 
Pitt magazine, “Grow It,” Award 
of Honor;

• Electronic and digital com-
munication

Web sites: Graduate School of 
Public and International Affairs, 
GSPIA — Center of Excellence, 
Award of Honor; women’s studies 
program, Award of Honor.

Communication-Creative 
Division 

• Publication design
Magazines: Sarah Nelsen, 

“Outside the Classroom,” Award 
of Honor; Elena Cerri, “Pitt 
Med,” Award of Honor;

Annual reports: Don Hender-
son, “2009 Economic Impact 
Report,” Award of Honor;

Other publications: Amy Porta 
Kleebank, “Heinz Memorial 
Chapel Weddings,” Award of 
Excellence; Marci Belchick Beas, 
“Newspaper of Record Event 
Program,” Award of Honor; Sarah 
Nelsen, “Alumni Life Member 
Calendar,” Award of Honor; 
Jane Dudley, “OTM Innovator’s 
Guide,” Award of Honor;

• Other graphic design
Book and magazine covers: Marci 

Belchick Beas, “2009 Report of 
Chancellor Mark A. Norden-
berg,” Award of Honor; Bill Ivins, 
“Mean Streets,” Award of Honor;

Other: Marci Belchick Beas, 
“Newspaper of Record Event 
Invitation,” Award of Excellence;

Film/TV: “Institutional Spot,” 
Award of Honor;

Print: “Student Tax Ads,” 
Award of  Honor.                      n

Public Affairs staff dominates at local IABC competition

TIAA-CREF makes 
changes in funds
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Absentee ballot applications for the Nov. 2 general election 
must be made by Oct. 26. Absentee ballot applications are 
available online at www.votespa.com. Voters must be registered 
to vote to obtain an absentee ballot. 

Absentee ballots must be received by the County Board of 
Elections by 5 p.m. Oct. 29.

Additional information is available at the Allegheny County 
Division of Elections, County Office Building, 542 Forbes 
Ave.; 412/350-4500. Information also can be obtained at Pitt’s 
Office of Governmental Relations, 710 Alumni Hall; 412/624-
6011.                                                                                        n

Absentee ballot 
applications 
due Oct. 26

Pitt ranked 31st over-
all among the top 500 
universities worldwide, 

according to a first-time study 
that purports to measure institu-
tions’ research performance over 
a 10-year period.

The ranking, titled High 
Impact Universities, was devel-
oped under the auspices of the 
University of Western Australia. 
The report was not meant to be a 
traditional ranking of institutions, 
the authors said. “These results are 
however a ranking in the sense that 
the research performance index 
for institutions has been reported 
in decreasing order.”

Commenting on the new study, 
Provost Patricia Beeson said, “The 
University is fully committed to 
supporting an environment con-
ducive to high-impact research 
and to scholarly and creative 
output from our outstanding 
faculty. It is very gratifying to 
have the far-reaching impact of 
that scholarship recognized in this 
worldwide assessment.”

According to the study’s 
authors, the initial study involved 
more than 1,000 universities and 
5,000 general academic areas (the 
same five per institution).

The No. 1 ranked institution 
overall in the study was Harvard, 
followed by Stanford, MIT, 
UCLA and Berkeley.

In addition to Pitt, Pennsyl-
vania universities cracking the 
top 50 overall were Penn (No. 8), 
Penn State (No. 20) and Carnegie 
Mellon (No. 44).

The highest ranked non-U.S. 
institutions in the study were the 
University of Cambridge (No. 13), 
the University of Toronto (No. 
14), the University of Oxford (No. 
17), Imperial College of London 
(No. 27) and the University of 
Paris (No. 29).

According to materials accom-
panying the online top 500 list, the 
study’s methodology produced a 
research performance index (RPI) 
for each university and each of five 
academic areas (called “faculties” 
in the study’s terminology). 

The report explained, “The 
RPI is an indicator of the ‘com-
prehensiveness’ of an institution, 
which is comprised of equal con-
tributions from each of the five 
faculties. Each faculty is evaluated 
according to the ‘quality and con-
sistency’ of its research as indicated 
by its g-index (a numerical mea-
sure of the quality and consistency 
of research output based on a 
formula that takes into account 
citations), which is calculated for 
its publications over a 10-year 
period (2000-2009).”

The authors said they exam-
ined only measureable outputs 
(publications and citations) using 
recognized bibliometric tools 
(g-index). Publication and cita-
tion data were derived from the 
internationally accepted Elsevier 
Scopus database, the world’s larg-
est abstract and citation database 
of peer-reviewed literature. 

The result was a set of g-scores 
for each academic area of each 
university, along with a corre-

sponding n-score (for normal-
ized g-score) and a final index 
value (RPI) for each particular 
institution. 

An academic area was scored 
based on the total number of 
publications produced that have 
an equal or greater number of 
citations. To give more details in 
this example, take the following 
hypothetical researcher/institu-
tion, with a total of 10 publica-
tions. To calculate the g-index, 
the study listed the publications 
in decreasing order of citations. 
It then kept a running average 
of citations per publication, and 
looked for the number just before 
(or exactly where) the average 
citation count crossed over with 
the citation rank. For example, an 
academic area was said to have a 
g-index of 9 if it had nine publica-
tions that averaged at least nine 
citations per publication.

The study included research 
output in 2000-2009. The types 
of publications were restricted to 
journal and conference articles and 

authored and edited books. Cita-
tions could be from any source.

Credit was given to the insti-
tution where the work was per-
formed (not the current affiliation 
of the author/s); credit was given 
to all institutions involved in the 
published research, and credit also 
was given to one or more academic 
areas within an institution, wher-
ever appropriate.

The new study also includes 
rankings for research performance 
by general academic area.  

In the study, each university is 
considered to be composed of five 
broad “faculties”:

• Arts, humanities, business 
and social sciences. In this cat-
egory, Pitt tied for No. 28 overall 
with Princeton and the University 
of Toronto.

• Engineering, computing 
and technology. Pitt tied for No. 
108 overall with Ghent Univer-
sity, Belgium; Osaka University, 
Japan; State University of New 
York-Buffalo; the University 
of Connecticut; the University 

Pitt ranks 31st on new research performance survey
of Erlangen-Nurnberg, Ger-
many; the University of Sydney, 
Australia, and Vrije University 
Amsterdam (Free University), 
The Netherlands.

• Life, biological and agricul-
tural sciences. Pitt was No. 31 
overall in this category.

• Medicine, dentistry, phar-
macology and health sciences. 
Pitt ranked No. 16 overall in this 
category.

• Pure, natural and mathemati-
cal sciences; Pitt was No. 56 overall 
in this category.

According to the study’s 
authors, whether an institution 
performed well on the overall 
scale as given by the RPI or in 
the academic areas as given by 
the g-index “depends on the 
‘impact’ — loosely speaking — of 
its research output, as determined 
by the publications it produces and 
the citations these receive.”

The full study is available 
at www.highimpactuniversities.
com/rpi.html. 
—Peter Hart                           n
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Gay culture has become 
prey to an intense ver-
sion of amnesia since the 

onset of the AIDS epidemic in 
the early 1980s, argues an openly 
gay professor in the draft of his 
forthcoming book.

It’s not that AIDS destroyed 
gay culture, writes Chris Castiglia, 
liberal arts research professor of 
English and senior scholar in the 
Center for American Literary 
Studies at Penn State. “Rather, the 
AIDS crisis became an occasion 
for a powerful concentration of 
cultural forces that made — and 
continue to make — the syndrome 
an agent of amnesia, wiping out 
memories not only of everything 
that came before, but of the 
remarkably vibrant and imagina-
tive ways that gay communities 
responded to the catastrophe of 
illness and death and sought to 
memorialize our losses.”

Castiglia was citing passages 
from his manuscript, “If Memory 
Serves: Remembering (and) Sexual 
Subculture,” which was the subject 
of a Sept. 23 Humanities Center 
colloquium. The manuscript was 
co-authored by Christopher Reed, 
Castiglia’s partner of 28 years.

The dichotomy for gays 
between the “sexual revolution” 
bath house days of the 1960s and 
’70s and the post-AIDS era is more 
than a generational evolution of 
mores, Castiglia maintains. The 
amnesia, or “unremembering” in 
Castiglia’s terminology, has weak-
ened gay communities both in 
their connections to one another 

and in their ability to imagine 
alternative social presents and 
futures, he says.

Advocates of this type of amne-
sia instead prescribe normalcy in 
terms of public safety, rationaliz-
ing the regulation and closure of 
spaces of openly gay sexual culture, 
such as bath houses, discothèques 
and gay-oriented bars, he writes. 

But as the demands for equal-
ity and recognition associated 
with early gay activism shrank 
into an agenda of conformity to 
institutionalized authority — such 
as campaigns for the right to 
marry, to join the military or to 
“cure” gender dysphoria — “we 
began to wonder what model of 
‘health’ such amnesia, in the end, 
procures,” he writes.

Castiglia told the discussion 
audience, “In writing the book, 
we were responding to the ways 
in which the exclusivity of a white 
gay male community became part 
of the post-AIDS mechanism for 
forgetting that white gay men were 
devastated by the epidemic, and 
trying to think about how to bring 
that picture back. By suggesting 
a particular experience of AIDS 
and memory, our hope would be 
that it could be shared, would be 
shared and would be developed.”

Castiglia acknowledged his 
nontraditional view of memory, 
which by convention is assumed 
to be transparent retrievals of 
directly experienced pasts. He 
says the act of distancing the past 
is a perpetual process, not a once-
and-for-all forgetting.

“Like Lot’s wife, we are urged 
never to cast our eyes back,” but 
instead to embrace the dubious 
vision that normalcy equals prog-
ress, he says.  

“Recent psychological studies 
have shown that memories are 
strongly influenced by subsequent 
events, which have the capability 
not only of highlighting experi-
ences that seemed insignificant 
at the time, but even — and quite 
often — of fabricating what seem 
to be memories. Such creativity 
within memory is not pernicious, 
but rather is the way humans order 
the world to achieve a sense of 
coherence and meaning,” Cas-
tiglia says.

Thus memories of the sexual 
revolution are clouded by the 
AIDS epidemic, which over-
whelmed memories of the gay 
community and alternative life-
styles. More recent accounts about 
the pre-AIDS era ignore the rich 
intellectual and political devel-

opments of the gay community, 
where sex often led to social ties 
rooted in trust, familiarity and 
shared knowledge among men, 
even those who met only briefly, 
Castiglia says.

By the 1980s, that gay culture 
had morphed into a cultural 
“skeleton in the closet,” when 
sex became the “Siamese twin of 
death,” he says. “Friends stopped 
going to bars and dances and 
started coupling up, feathering 
nests. If anyone still had tales of 
sexual adventure, he kept them 
to himself.”

Instead, the AIDS epidemic 
produced copious fear that now 
constitutes the substance of 
homosexual life, a kind of aver-
sion therapy. “If you finally equate 
sex with death, you don’t have to 
worry about observing safe sex 
techniques, and sex itself will 
eventually become unappetizing,” 
Castiglia says.

He notes that memory can be 

a strategic tool. “The return to 
memory, then, is not a traumatized 
refusal to live in the present, but an 
active refusal to live in that pres-
ent” as it is constructed currently, 
he says. “It is a determination to 
use the past to propose alterna-
tives to current social and sexual 
systems,” Castiglia says.

“We wanted to re-orient the 
notion of what queer has become 
into the image of what gay had 
been in the sense that queerness 
has become a movement ‘against’; 
gayness in the 1970s was a move-
ment that’s ‘for.’ Our critique 
does not say that the normative is 
wrong, it does not say that cam-
paigns for marriage, or campaigns 
for other kinds of legal or financial 
rights are wrong. But there is a 
rich diversity of notions that need 
to be fixed in a culture that got 
narrowed to those. Those remain 
important struggles, but so are the 
other struggles,” he says.

“In part what we discovered 
when we went back to things like 
the rights expressed by the Gay 
Liberation Front were just these 
extraordinary catalogues relating 
to health care reform, racism, the 
rights of women, the rights of the 
disabled. 

“All of these were being 
brought to the front under the 
category of gay liberation. Gays 
would not be liberated until there 
was a more generalized liberation 
in the culture. That’s the piece 
that gets lost in some sense in that 
narrowing of the agenda.”
—Peter Hart                           n

Gay culture victim of AIDS-induced amnesia, prof says

“Unremembering” has 
weakened gay communities 
both in their connections to 
one another and in their 
ability to imagine alter-
native social presents and 
futures, Castiglia says.
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“Te l e m e d i c i n e  i s 
really an extension 
of what we do in 

clinical practice and mirrors a 
lot of what we do when we see 
patients in person,” said a Pitt oph-
thalmologist who heads UPMC’s 
tele-ophthalmology program.

“The technology has enabled 
us to evolve, and be able to do 
things we were never able to do 
before. It’s really in the last decade 
that the IT has caught up for us 
to do the things we want to do,” 
said Robert J. Noecker, professor 
of ophthalmology and vice chair 
of information technology, inter-
national services and operations 
in the School of Medicine, at last 
week’s Science 2010 symposium. 
As a clinician, he also directs 
UPMC’s Glaucoma and Anterior 
Segment Surgery Service.

Noecker, who has worked in 
tele-ophthalmology at Pitt for six 
years, gave examples of different 
kinds of telemedicine technology 
capabilities and covered a few spe-
cific clinical situations in his Oct. 
7 lecture, “Long Distance Rela-
tionships: Telemedicine Today.”

“I think we’ve all heard about 
telemedicine: The president likes 
it; the federal government is very 
much into supporting it, and the 
VA is extremely happy with tele-
medicine, especially as it serves 
rural areas that don’t have specialty 
care. It’s been around for more 
than 20 years. But where are we 
today?” Noecker said. 

“Telemedicine can be as simple 
as taking a picture with your 
phone and transferring it over 
the Internet. But, that said, in 
true formalized medicine we’re 
not allowed to do that. There are 
underlying IT issues with patient 
privacy, for example, that repre-
sented hurdles for us,” Noecker 
said. “But we have overcome those 
hurdles and made telemedicine a 
big part of our health care delivery 
in Pittsburgh.”

He and his colleagues in other 
telemedicine programs now are 
evaluating outcomes. “We’ve been 
doing it long enough to ask what’s 
the impact of all this, instead of just 

saying let’s try to do this because 
it’s a good idea,” Noecker said. 

Pitt, in partnership with the 20 
UPMC hospitals, has a number 
of programs in the burgeoning 
field of telemedicine, including 
dermatology, internal medicine, 
ophthalmology, psychiatry, radi-
ology, stroke and wounds, among 
others.

“What we’re using is telecom-
munication software, much of it 
developed by UPMC, and equip-
ment. As part of the telemedicine 
leadership, one of our jobs is to 
build common platforms that 
the departments with early tele-
medicine programs have used, 
so we’re not building redundant 
pathways and we can build on the 
infrastructure that we need as a 
department,” Noecker said.

The telemedicine initiative 
uses technologies such as store 
and forward (where health data 
are sent to an intermediate sta-
tion to verify the integrity of the 
information), videoconferencing 
and remote-monitoring IT to 
enhance the diagnosis and treat-
ment of patients in real time, as 
well as to provide remote consulta-
tion capability.

UPMC has been using elec-
tronic health records for a decade 
or so, and that’s the backbone of 
the system in terms of communi-
cating and storing all the infor-
mation in a useable, accessible 
and secure format. The UPMC 
system also is integrated to pro-
vide appropriate information to 
the patient, the provider and the 
payer, he noted. 

The primary goal of telemedi-
cine is to address unmet clinical 
needs, for example, providing 
specialized care to areas where 
none exists.

“There’s a big push for rural 
health care. If patients have to 
come to Oakland, that’s a major 
undertaking. So if they can be 
screened closer to home and 
told they don’t have to come to 
Pittsburgh, that’s a big win for the 
patient, for the cost of health care 
and especially for the providers,” 
Noecker said.

Two telemedicine specialties 
that have done well here for some 
time are teledermatology and 
telestroke, he said.

There are few stroke specialists 
in western Pennsylvania outside 
of Oakland, he said, and treating 
stroke is very time-sensitive. A 
physician has to decide within a 
short timespan whether a stroke 
victim is an appropriate patient 
for treatment with tPA (tissue 
plasminogen activator), a protein 
that breaks up blood clots.

“There is a window of opportu-
nity to start tPA therapy, then the 
window closes and the strokes take 
their course,” he explained. The 
remote determination regarding 
therapy is done as a real-time 
video interaction, using Polycom 
camera cart technology. 

“What the nurse has to do in 
the emergency room is plug the 
cart in, establish a network con-
nection and get the neurologist 
who is on call on the other end. 
The neurologist remotely can 
determine what the location of 
the stroke is, and make a decision 
based on that and the other infor-
mation provided by the emergency 
room whether or not to start tPA 
therapy,” Noecker explained.

As Pitt and UPMC move into 
other telemedicine specialties, the 
Polycom technology serves as the 
basic infrastructure. 

“The bandwidth is adequate, 
the signal processing is good, you 
don’t get choppy images, you can 
have a conversation to instruct the 
patient to move a certain way, lift 
up an arm, look left, look right, 
and so forth,” Noecker said.

Before telemedicine, only 
about 1.3 percent of patients in the 
UPMC system got tPA therapy, 
which means they were prescribed 
the therapy in the appropriate time 
window. Since the advent of the 
telestroke program, that rate has 
been raised to about 3.1 percent, or 
about a two and a half fold increase. 

“That may not seem like 
much, but, remember, these are 
the people likely to suffer severe 
damage or die [without the ther-
apy]. This clearly demonstrates 
the time difference has been 
shortened. In this clinical situation 
it is often the difference between 

success and failure.”
Dermatology, similarly, faces a 

shortage of specialists, particularly 
in the emergency room setting, 
where treating certain burns and 
rashes can be critical, Noecker 
said. 

“This technology is somewhat 
different in that it uses what’s 
called store and forward. Basi-
cally, a photograph of a patient 
is taken; it’s transmitted to the 
dermatologist, who assesses it 
and sends a report back. It’s really 
the difference between a robust 
video-interactive system closing 
the feedback loop versus: This is 
just what it is, diagnose it and end 
of story. This technology also has 
document feedback: The hospital 
gets paid for the services, the phy-
sician gets paid. It does become 
part of the permanent patient 
record, so if necessary follow up 
is mandated, all the information 
is there,” he said.

Other examples of telemedi-
cine technology include telecon-
sults, which basically are team 
doctor consultations. “It’s being 
used now in some departments 
for hospital rounds,” Noecker 
said. “We’re developing [a remote 
consultation] to help train doc-
tors in Thailand, so they can ask 
questions of our teaching faculty 
members.” 

At the health care consumer 
level, there is a program called 
Health Trak, which UPMC health 
insurance is pushing right now, 
Noecker said. “It’s a multi-layered 
program. You can make a request 
for doctor’s appointments, you can 
make prescription refill requests. 
You go online and can do it at any 
time, type in your request, and 
somebody will get back to you 
online,” he said.

“At the next level, you can look 
up your lab test results. So if you  
have blood work, you don’t have 
to wait for the traditional phone 
call and have to be there when the 
call comes.” 

At the highest level are e-visits. 
“This is like going to your doctor. 
It is most effective when problems 
come up that are relatively minor 
conditions. If you have a sinus 
infection, you can get a confir-
mation online and start therapy, 
which is basically taking an anti-
biotic. You don’t need to see the 
physician,” Noecker said.

Health insurers see the value 
of e-visits in streamlining evalu-
ations, cutting down on visits and 
saving time, and they are begin-
ning to cover this interaction, he 
noted.

“Surprisingly, when you look 
at who’s using e-visits, it’s not just 
the college kids, it’s pretty much 
spread out across all age groups. 
We found that people who never 
go to the doctor were not using 
e-visits,” Noecker said.

On the other hand, the really 
heavy users also go to the doctor’s 
once or twice a year, so it’s a way of 
cutting down the total visits. What 
the patients like about e-visits is 
convenience, the faster response 
time on the computer, no travel, 
no time off from work, no time 
waiting in the doctor’s office,” 
he said.

In his own specialty, outcomes 
in tele-ophthalmology show 
improvement in health care deliv-
ery, he said. “For us, one of the 
clinical problems is that every year 
the compliance rate for diabetics 
to get an eye exam is stuck at 60 
percent. It doesn’t matter if you 
work at Pitt, whether you live in 

the Hill or McKeesport, it’s 60 
percent. Not just in Pittsburgh, 
it’s a national issue,” Noecker said, 
adding that federal standards are 
pushing for at least a 70 percent 
compliance rate.

“There seems to be some 
disconnect between the primary 
care office saying you need an eye 
exam and the patient going to the 
ophthalmologist or the eye care 
specialist to get it.”

A number of factors contribute 
to that, including lack of education 
about the importance of eye exams 
for diabetics; lack of transporta-
tion, and forgetfulness, he said.

Through the tele-ophthal-
mology program, UPMC now 
is employing cameras in primary 
care physician offices. A health 
care worker can take an image 
of the retina and the back of the 
eye of a diabetic or pre-diabetic 
patient and transmit it directly to 
Noecker’s clinical practice. “We 
look at it and we say, ‘You’ll be okay 
if you control your blood sugar; 
let’s check again in six months. Or, 
you have a problem and we need 
to see you right away,” he said.

“How well does it work? 
To find out, we’ve looked back 
over about a three-year period,” 
Noecker said. They discovered 
that eight patients among the 285 
they treated remotely had serious 
eye problems that would have led 
to blindness had they not been 
detected when they were. But 
his team also detected cases of 
macular degeneration, glaucoma 
and cataracts. 

“So we have a very high rate 
of detection for eye disease,” 
Noecker said.

Moreover, he said, his practice 
saw about a 20 percent improve-
ment on the HEDIS (Healthcare 
Effectiveness Data and Informa-
tion Set) scale, a set of performance 
measures and trends widely used 
in health care.  

The tele-ophthalmology pro-
gram also helps minimize certain 
overused responses. 

“We found that about 25 per-
cent of patients who are helicop-
tered into Presby for eye trauma 
don’t have to be there. They might 
have broken a blood vessel, their 
eye got all red, and they don’t know 
this will get all better in two weeks 
on its own,” Noecker said.

Prior to the implementation 
of telemedicine technology, the 
primary communication from a 
remote patient was by phone, an 
inadequate way to diagnose eye 
trauma. “We would always say, 
‘Send the person in, because we’re 
not sure what is going on.’ Now we 
can serve them instead by using the 
Polycom software — and there’s a 
new handheld camera that’s been 
developed in the last couple years 
that allows very high magnifica-
tion with very good detail. We can 
react in real time,” Noecker said.

In summary, Noecker said that 
the advantages of telemedicine 
include: delivering high-quality 
expert care in areas where it is 
not otherwise available; reducing 
travel time and patient visiting 
time; reducing costs; increasing 
efficiency; seeing more patients; 
giving and getting more referrals, 
and reducing paperwork.

Noecker theorized that uses 
for telemedicine virtually are 
limitless. “Based on a lot of these 
technologies, when imaging is 
involved you can develop a pro-
gram in tele-‘any-ology,’” he said.
—Peter Hart                           n
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Two Graduate School of 
Public Health (GSPH) 
researchers are advocating 

a greater national emphasis on 
nontraditional clinical trials that 
focus on comparative effectiveness 
research. 

“What is comparative effec-
tiveness research?” asked Sally C. 
Morton, professor of biostatistics 
and chair of GSPH’s Department 
of Biostatistics. “A simple defini-
tion is: It’s research to find out 
which treatments work best, for 
whom and under what circum-
stances.”

Nationally, medical research 
is moving toward comparative 
effectiveness research, or CER, as 
it seeks alternatives to evidence-
gathering in standard clinical 
trials, according to Morton and 
fellow presenter Sheryl Kelsey, 
professor of epidemiology and co-
director of GSPH’s Epidemiology 
Data Center.

Their reports were part of the 
Oct. 8 presentation, “Pragmatic 
Clinical Trials and Comparative 
Effectiveness Research,” which 
was one of the sessions at last 
week’s Science 2010 symposium.

Morton was a member of the 
Institute of Medicine (IOM) com-
mittee that prepared the report 
titled “Initial National Priorities 
for Comparative Effectiveness 
Research,” which was released in 
June 2009.

She spoke on “Comparative 
Effectiveness and You: What, 
When, How and Why?” which 
provided an overview of CER. 
Morton also presented some of 
the issues that her committee 
reviewed for the report, which 
recommended 100 study topics 
related to a range of diseases, 
research methods and health 
care models deemed integral to a 
healthy U.S. population. 

Kelsey spoke on “Does It 
Really Work? Making Clinical 
Trials Practical,” by presenting an 
overview of a five-year CER-based 
study that published findings in 
2009. Kelsey was the principal 
investigator on the study.

A broader definition, Morton 
suggested, is that CER addresses 
the challenge faced by physicians 
who must choose between treat-
ments when there is not adequate 
evidence to decide which treat-
ment will work better. 

The difference between stan-
dard clinical trials and those that 
measure comparative effective-
ness is that the latter, as the term 
suggests, shift the focus from 
efficacy of a particular drug or 
medical therapy to comparing 
effectiveness of two or more 
known quantities.

Thus, CER aims to demon-
strate the effectiveness of one 
strategy over another for a certain 
condition and population, helping 
doctors and patients make smarter 
health decisions founded in sound 
scientific evidence.

“These are not patient trials 
on one drug to determine efficacy 
in an academic clinical setting,” 
as we would see in a traditional 
clinical trial, Morton said. “These 
are trials performed in real-world 
circumstances with medications or 
therapies that are known. Instead, 
we’re looking for effectiveness,” 
she said.

“Why is there a new focus on 
CER now? There are studies that 
show that many medical decisions 
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that are made in clinical practice 
today are actually not based on evi-
dence. One study estimates that up 
to 50 percent of decisions are not 
based on evidence,” Morton said.

The characteristics of CER 
include measuring outcomes and 
using broad methods and data 
sources in settings similar to clini-
cal intervention settings.

“We have to define what we 
mean by evidence,” Morton said. 
“Do we mean what we’ve learned 
from clinical trials, do we mean 
observation studies? Lots of physi-
cians base decisions on experience. 
Or is it something else?”

There’s a lot of variation in 
practice patterns, and in which 
treatments are given to patients 
even when there’s no difference 
between them. Sometimes, she 
said, decisions are based on what 
the health care insurance will 
cover, rather than effectiveness.

CER also has its goal to reduce 
overall health care costs. Morton 
noted that a recent U.S. Gov-
ernment Accountability Office 
report states that the cost of the 
health care system in this country 
is unsustainable under current 
conditions.

“We spend a lot more than 
other countries, but we don’t enjoy 
as good outcomes, in morbidity 
and a number of other measures,” 
Morton said. “The hope is that this 
approach will summarize existing 
knowledge, identify gaps in know-
ing what we should do and filling 
in those gaps, all while decreasing 
costs,” she said.

The federal government is 
backing CER projects and fund-
ing them through health care 
legislation and the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
(ARRA) of 2009, Morton noted. 
“In fiscal year 2007, the govern-
ment put about $20 million into 
CER projects. That increased to 
$50 million in FY08 and now is 
up to $88 million in the current 
fiscal year,” she said.

An additional $1.1 billion 
from ARRA has been earmarked 
for CER projects, including $1.1 
million that funded the IOM com-
mittee’s work.

The committee began with 
1,268 CER topics that were 
nominated by stakeholders and the 
public via a web site and narrowed 
them to 82 topics; the other 18 
topics were recommended by the 
committee to fill gaps in the under-
represented health care areas.

The area with the highest 
number of recommended priori-
ties in the report involves health 
delivery concerns. To show the 
range of priorities, Morton cited 
the examples of cardiovascular 
comparative research, which she 
said is a medical priority; com-
paring the translation testing 
techniques for CER, which she 
said reflects a need to develop a 
method to present that informa-
tion as a way to inform medical 
decisions, and school-based health 
research, which she said is a broad 
societal issue.

“We also wanted to recom-
mend actions to make sure there 
is an adequate infrastructure and 
also a workforce as we go forward,” 
Morton said. “Thinking about 
where these studies and data will 
come from, I want to stress the 
fact that it’s not about just trials. 
It’s about experimental studies, 
occupational studies and a variety 

of other things, and so we’re going 
to have to train a workforce. Also, 
there will be a lot of different data 
sources coming into play here, so 
we’re going to have to think about 
what evidence is allowed — elec-
tronic medical records, registries 
and so on.”

The committee’s report 
stressed that the 100 recommen-
dations were initial priorities, 
subject to change. “We wanted to 
make it clear that this isn’t static, 
it’s only setting the stage for where 
we’re going to direct funding for 
CER,” she said. 

That task now falls to the 
Patient-Centered Outcomes 
Research Institute, an indepen-
dent non-profit institute. “It is 
responsible for establishing the 
CER research agenda and fund-
ing CER,” Morton said. Most 
of the money will be channeled 
through the Agency for Health-
care Research and Quality or the 
National Institutes of Health, 
she added.

“Is CER really different from 
what we’ve been doing before? I 
used to waffle on this question, 
but I’ve decided it is different. 
It’s a different philosophy, a dif-
ferent perspective and it’s patient-
centered,” Morton said.

“We’ve been moving toward 
CER for a while, but I’m worried. 
I’m a statistician. I’m going to 
have all different types of patients, 
sample sizes, numbers of variables. 
Time in the field is increasing, 
costs are going up. How are 
we going to do it smarter and 
cheaper? We’re really re-thinking 
the paradigm of decision-making. 
We can’t do this research without 
changing the way we do things. 
The big question is, How can we 
best determine what is the appro-
priate evidence for the decisions 
we’re trying to make?”

q
Sheryl Kelsey’s presentation 

focused on the Bypass Angioplasty 
Revascularization Investigation in 
Diabetic Patients (BARI 2D), the 
first major trial to focus exclusively 
on patients with both diabetes and 
heart disease.

Kelsey cited the study as a 
successful example of a pragmatic 
clinical trial, using comparative 
effectiveness research.

The multicenter, randomized 
clinical trial tested two treatment 
strategies for diabetes and tested 
the effectiveness of maximal medi-
cal therapy compared to revascu-
larization for patients with existing 
diabetes and heart disease. In the 
study’s design terms, it was a two-
by-two factorial trial, Kelsey said.

BARI 2D enrolled 2,368 par-
ticipants randomized at 49 sites 
in six countries. Thirty percent 
were women, 36 percent were 
minorities and the participants’ 
age range was 34-89.

“First, all subjects were given 
intensive medical therapy to con-
trol cholesterol and blood pressure 
and were given counseling, where 
needed, to quit smoking and to 
lose weight,” Kelsey said. “Beyond 
that, we compared whether 
prompt revascularization, either 
bypass surgery or angioplasty, 
was more effective than medical 
therapy alone.”

At the same time, the study 
examined which of two standard 
diabetes treatment strategies 
resulted in better outcomes. 
The two strategies were  insulin-

provision and insulin-sensitizing, 
that is, comparing increasing the 
amount of insulin with making the 
insulin work better in the body, 
she said. 

“The goals of clinical trials, as 
well as all medicine, include allow-
ing people to live longer, prevent-
ing chronic diseases and making 
people feel better. We wanted to 
ask also, Is it practical? And is it 
cost-effective?” Kelsey said.

Standard clinical trials are 
characterized as testing an inter-
vention, very broadly defined 
to include surgical procedures, 
medical devices, health services 
delivery and drug trials.

“In drug trials, the classic 
control is a placebo, whereas a 
practical control is alternative 
treatment, that is, looking for 
comparative effectiveness based 
on outcomes,” she explained.

“There are variations on this 
theme, but my definition of  com-
parative effectiveness is to take a 
diverse patient population and 
compare active treatments with 
outcomes where we assess an 
array of measures. We also look at 
specific patient groups, defined by 
a variety of factors,” Kelsey said.

In the United States 24 million 
people have diagnosed diabetes; 
the heart disease death rate among 
those with diabetes is 2-4 times 
higher than for those without 
the disease, so there is an inter-
relationship. About 65 percent of 
patients with diabetes die of heart 
disease or stroke, she noted.

“For BARI 2D, we compared 
people who had Type 2 diabetes 
and coronary heart disease who 
were suitable for either angio-
plasty, that is, inserting stents, 
or coronary artery bypass graft 
surgery — known as CABG — but 
they didn’t need those procedures 
urgently. We looked at those who 
had symptoms,” she said. “The 
goal in our practical clinical trial 
was to compare prompt revascu-
larization versus delayed or no 
revascularization. Remember, 
revascularization could be either 
angioplasty or CABG.”

Kelsey noted that physicians 
were making all the medical deci-
sions in the study.

“One of the practical factors 
we faced is that before the patients 
were assigned to treatment, the 
cardiologist decided which of the 
vascular treatments, CABG or 
angioplasty, would be more appro-
priate for the individual. There 
was a tendency for people who 
have more severe disease to get 
CABG — about 200 participants, 
versus the angioplasty group, 
which had about 400 research 
subjects,” she said.

“It’s also true that the doctors 
chose which drugs and which 
dosages, not in the old-fashioned 
way to pick just one drug and 
that’s what one gets. There were 
various adjustments made during 
the study for dosage and for chang-
ing drugs to fit the needs of the 
patients,” Kelsey said. 

“How do you judge success in 
this trial? Primarily, we wanted 
to see if people live longer. We 
wanted to prevent heart attacks. 
We wanted to avoid further medi-
cal procedures and we wanted to 
relieve angina pain and improve 
the quality of life.”

The results of the study showed 
that neither angioplasty nor 
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Below: 
A quilted pillow featuring a scanning elec-
tron microscope image of a carpenter ant, 
taken by cell biology and physiology staff 
member Jonathan Franks. The brightly col-
ored pillow was created by Pitt-Titusville 
English faculty member Cindy Andes.
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CABG affected mortality rates 
compared to intensive medical 
therapy alone. “This is a pretty 
important finding,” she said. 
“With heart attacks, we showed a 
lower heart attack rate with angio-
plasty, but there was no reduction 
using CABG.”

Over the course of five years 
following the patients, 42 percent 
of those who originally were just 
taking medication went on to have 
either CABG or angioplasty when 
their symptoms worsened.

Regarding angina pain, both   
procedures lowered pain levels, 
so both were more effective than 
medical therapy alone. CABG did 
a little better than angioplasty in 
that the relief from pain lasted 
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longer, Kelsey said.
“In terms of quality of life: All 

patients improved in activity level, 
energy levels and self-rated health. 
They also had fewer worries about 
their health over the course of 
the study,” she said. “That’s not 
unusual in clinical trials. Being in 
a trial and getting a lot of tender 
loving care and attention [allevi-
ates] worry. People felt better after 
being in the trial. The prompt 
revascularization did a little better 
in terms of participants feeling 
better with less worries.”

A worry for the researchers, 
she said, are the costs of the 
study. Per-patient costs averaged 
$70,750, although that included 
the procedures, medications, 

hospital visits and doctor’s office 
visits. Costs for those who were 
selected for bypass surgery aver-
aged $80,900 per patient, while 
those who underwent angioplasty 
averaged just over $60,000 per 
patient.

The usefulness of the study’s 
findings outweighs the costs, 
Kelsey said. “I think this is a 
wonderful example of a success-
ful practical clinical trial, with 
diverse groups of patients, that 
compared the strategy of choosing 
which treatment is better for the 
patient,” she said. 

“An important point is that 
we evaluated existing treatments. 
There was nothing experimental 
about the diabetes drugs, or about 

the medical procedures, which 
have been ongoing for more than 
30  years, and none of the medi-
cines we used was experimental. 
Certainly, we documented a 
number of important outcomes, 
including morality rates and qual-
ity of life measures,” Kelsey said.

“For many patients, we found 
that continuing with medication 
was as effective in living longer or 
not having a heart attack. Because 
of BARI 2D, the cardiologists 
became convinced that maybe it’s 
not always the best idea to rush off 
to the catherization laboratory or 
to surgery, but that a patient may 
do be just as well off with good 
medical therapy.”
—Peter Hart                           n

Innovation is crucial to the 
nation’s economic growth and 
has become a major consider-

ation in developing research and 
development (R&D) policies in 
the United States, said Patrick 
D. Gallagher, director of the 
National Institute of Science and 
Technology (NIST).

Gallagher, who earned his PhD 
in physics at Pitt in 1991, delivered 
the annual Provost Lecture Oct. 
7 as part of Science 2010.

Economic growth is tied 
directly to productivity and 
almost all the nation’s growth 
in productivity is tied to new 
technology. “It drives our output 
growth and it drives high-quality 
jobs,” said Gallagher in his lecture, 
“Strengthening the Connections: 
Research, Innovation and Eco-
nomic Growth.”

A 2007 report by the National 
Academies, “Rising Above the 
Gathering Storm: Energizing 
and Employing America for a 
Brighter Economic Future,” has 
driven much of the recent legisla-
tion surrounding such economic 
development. 

“This report basically identi-
fied that our economy is increas-
ingly dependent on the ability to 
develop new products and services 
and our ability to discover new 
technology,” he said. “The report 
also pointed out that, as a society 
that has led technology-driven 
development for many years, the 
indicators are not good. Where we 
appear to be going is not positive.”

The report was “a call to action 
to address systematic issues in 
U.S. education, particularly in 
science, technology, engineering 
and math; in R&D investments 
by both the federal government 
and by industry, and in looking at 
a whole host of issues that seek to 
improve our position so we don’t 
fall behind,” Gallagher said.

An examination of total R&D 
as a function of the nation’s gross 
domestic product shows a shift 
occurring, Gallagher said. Since 
the late 1960s, the federal share 
of R&D funding has been steadily 
declining, while industry’s share 
has been rising. 

“The composite basically 
leaves you with some oscilla-
tion, but a fairly constant level of 
R&D intensity as a country over 
a fairly long period of time,” he 
said. However, with 2.77 percent 
of the GDP linked to R&D, the 
U.S. isn’t the most R&D intensive 
nation in the world. Israel tops the 
list with 4.86 percent. 

And R&D intensity trends 
show the U.S. with a relatively flat 
rate — up 10.4 percent between 
1995 and 2008. During that same 
period China’s R&D intensity rose 
170 percent. 

“We’re not bad, but we’re not 
getting much better,” Gallagher 
said. “Other countries are aggres-
sively [pursuing R&D], basically 
seeking the same policy solution 
we are. So the competitive advan-
tage we seek to hold is not unique. 
It’s one that’s achievable for other 
countries.”

q
“I would say the innovation dis-

cussion has been amplified by the 
recent recession,” he said, noting 
that historic data show that post-
recession job recovery is becoming 
progressively longer. Economists 
are focused on how long the job 
recovery in the current recession 
could take, “and it’s not good.” 

Among the questions is 
whether there are structural, 
rather than strictly business cycle 
issues, behind the trend, Gallagher 
said. “We are seeing structural 
changes in the way our economy 
performs that impact our ability to 
create jobs. This type of discussion 
is impacting all of the discussions 
on innovation,” Gallagher said.

He cited National Science 
Foundation research that dem-
onstrated the link between R&D 
activity and growth. Companies 
with high R&D investment show 
a “stunning difference in both new 
products and service generation” 
compared to those with low R&D 
activity, he said.

q
Understanding the importance 

of innovation isn’t the problem, 
Gallagher said. “The problem, I 
think, is understanding how that 
takes place. 

“At one level, the innovation 
discussion is a bit of a correlation 
argument: What we’re saying is 
that very good economic out-
comes, whether it’s economic 
growth or good jobs, are tied to 
the ability to innovate products. 
Therefore, for example, our 
research and development enter-
prise is critically important to us. 
What happens in the middle is 
something we don’t understand 
very well.” 

Public funding
“We agree as a country to 

make deep investments in R&D 
because of the public good in the 
growth of economic activity, even 
though this activity is in the private 

sector,” he said.
Government programs tend 

to be based on a linear model of 
innovation that starts with basic 
research then moves into applied 
research and development, then 
on to production, sales and mar-
keting.

“The gist of it from the policy 
world is that the federal govern-
ment will support basic and a lot 
of applied research, then it expects 
industry to pick up the activity in 
development and production,” he 
said. The exception comes when 
overriding public needs warrant 
deeper government involvement, 
such as national defense, energy 
technology or space exploration. 

“This leads to very poor opti-
mization of our R&D investments 
if you look at it from a purely 
economic perspective.”

 The “reinvestment” portion 
of the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment federal stimulus act, 
from which most ARRA science 
funding originates, adds several 
longer-term components aimed 
at investment in the country’s 
growth. 

In addition to such traditional 
basic building blocks as workforce 
development, education reform, 
fundamental research and infra-
structure, ARRA demonstrated 
“a real maturity in thinking” by 
looking further downstream “to 
the markets and really looking 
at promoting American exports; 
looking at the capital markets and 
how capitalization is flowing in 
the system; looking at entrepre-
neurship and encouraging risk in 
key sections of this process, and 
looking at public-private sector 
innovation,” Gallagher said.

Some high-tech areas in which 
the government has an overrid-
ing public policy interest today 
include energy (including the 
modernization of the electronic 
distribution system) and health 
care information technology to 
improve efficiency, cost-efficiency 
and quality of health care. 

“What you see is a recogni-
tion that technology innovation 
is going to play a key role in these 
overriding national priorities 
and these become thrust areas,” 
he said. 

The role of universities
The role of universities in 

innovation consists not only of 
preparing the workforce. “It’s the 
primary mission of universities to 
train and educate the next gen-
eration of leaders, technologists 

and scientists,” Gallagher said, 
“But they also play a key role in 
the performance of research and 
technology development itself — 
certainly in basic research — but 
they also play a role in commer-
cialization.”

That, in turn, prompts deep 
questions about the role of the 
university in tech development, he 
said. “A lot of it, I think, stems from 
the indirect role of the universities 
as leaders in our communities. 
Universities feel great pressure to 
participate in the local economy. 
Very often they are the nucleus 
of technology-based economic 
development.”

The element of risk
The path from discovery-based 

science to commercialization is 
rocky. “Science is a high risk —
that’s why the federal government 
invests in this,” Gallagher said.

Typically the so-called “valley 
of death” in the innovation process 
is considered to be at the venture 
capital stage. But Gallagher noted 
that comes from the perspective of 
business risk: “They’re looking at 
a potential technology and asking: 
How do we fund this? Does it have 
a market? Does it have a business 
plan? These are all business con-
siderations.”

There is a technology valley of 
death as well, Gallagher said. “The 
basic output of R&D is science, 
the activity of discovery. It is not 
a potential commercial technol-
ogy. And so there’s this gap. This 
double risk is there’s a technology 
risk: There’s this great scientific 
discovery and potential technol-
ogy, and there’s also a business risk: 
Can you take the technology and 
turn it into a successful business 
enterprise?”

So how can potential com-
mercialization of science research 
outcomes be encouraged? 

Some impetus is through fos-
tering university-based entrepre-
neurship — a model that focuses 
on getting faculty members 
interested in starting a business 
and licensing a technology. 

Another is through open inno-
vation, a model in which business 
draws potential ideas from outside 
sources.  

A mixture of the two, Gallagher 
said, will continue to be important.

The role of manufacturing
Gallagher said manufacturing 

plays a unique role in the tech-
nological innovation process, in 
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A collection of science-themed pil-
lows designed for the conference 
suite/sitting area at the University 
Center for Biologic Imaging (CBI) 
made their debut as Science 2010’s 
Science as Art exhibit.
Most pillows in the display were 
created in response to an RFP (in 
this case, request for pillows) put 
out by Donna Beer Stolz, CBI asso-
ciate director, and now are on dis-
play in the CBI suite in the Thomas 
E. Starzl Biomedical Science Tower.

At left:
A knitted pillow representing a 
dendritic cell (orange) interacting 
with a T-cell (blue) in the presence 
of bacteria (green), created by 
immunology professor Christine 
Milcarek.
Flanking the cell pillow is a pink 
spleen pillow created by CBI 
research specialist Doris Clay and 
a hepatic Doppler pillow created 
by Simona Nemcova, a vascular 
clinical and translational research 
sonographer at the UPMC Car-
diovascular Institute. The pillow 
combines two images represent-
ing liver vasculature and the gall 
bladder in stripes to create the 
impression of pulsating ultrasound  
waves. 

Below: 
A stuffed white rat pillow deco-
rated with an appliqué depicting 
its internal organs. The pillow was  
created by Cathy Rylander, an art 
teacher in Texas who is a friend 
of CBI research instructor Patricia 
Loughran.

Below: 
A quilted pillow featuring a scanning elec-
tron microscope image of a carpenter ant, 
taken by cell biology and physiology staff 
member Jonathan Franks. The brightly col-
ored pillow was created by Pitt-Titusville 
English faculty member Cindy Andes.
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part because “that’s where a lot 
of capacity is.”

Seventy percent of the private 
sector R&D engine is in the manu-
facturing industry base. “It plays 
an enormous role in extracting 
the economic benefit out of this 
innovation process,” Gallagher 

said, adding, “If you just come 
up with the idea of off-shoring 
manufacturing too early, a lot of 
the value added is missed. … A lot 
of the value added is jobs. This is 
where the high-paying jobs are.” 

Another aspect is the balance 
of trade. “From my perspective, 

manufacturing deserves special 
attention because it plays such a 
critical role in this process,” Gal-
lagher said. He pointed out that 
until 2001 the U.S. had a trade 
surplus in high-tech manufactur-
ing. Today, the negative balance 
is growing and China has become 
the largest exporter of high-tech 
products.

“This should be of great con-

cern to all of us, because it has not 
just an impact on manufacturing 
jobs and trade, but I would argue 
it has a very strong impact on 
the process of innovation, when 
you have 70 percent of the R&D 
capacity sitting in manufacturing.”

q
Industry interest in R&D is 

declining, Gallagher said, citing a 
recent survey that asked companies 
whether they planned to invest in 
short-term business opportunities 
or make a longer-term invest-
ment into directed basic research. 
With the exception of 2008, each 
year since 1993 more companies 
said they planned to decrease 
their investment in directed 
basic research and increase  their  
investment in short-term business 
opportunities. 

“So the time horizon in the 
business community is getting 
shorter and shorter,” he said, 
reminding listeners that industry’s 
portion of the research investment 
pie is growing while government 
investment is declining. “And 
yet in that industry portfolio it’s 
become shorter and shorter time 
that’s the focus.”

Generic technologies
Another model for develop-

ment in a technology-based 
economy combines entrepreneur-
ial activity with policies aimed at 
lowering the risk of introducing 
technology to the market.

Technology often is viewed in 
terms of the intellectual property 
portion, but “it’s also equally 
important to have technology 
infrastructure, Gallagher said. 

“Manufacturing process tech-
nology is vital to the productivity 
increases that are essential for this 
system to work and very often 
these proprietary technologies 
are built on underlying generic 
technology platforms.” 

Among the ideas being 
explored at NIST for overcom-
ing the technology valley of 
death involves development of a 
commons based on some generic 
technology.

While scientists can be encour-
aged to engage in entrepreneur-
ial activity and industry can be 
encouraged through open inno-
vation models, “The other thing 
we can do is define a goal that 
is not a proprietary technology 
where somebody’s going to win 
or lose,” he said. “We can define 
a goal that’s a generic technology, 
one that everyone can share. Then 
what can happen there is people 
can take that generic technology 
and commercialize offshoots of it.”

A classic example is Sematech, 
a consortium funded 50-50 by 
government and semiconductor 
manufacturers. The joint effort 
enabled companies to share the 
risk of developing new technology 
to enable their industry to move 
forward.

Gallagher said NIST initiated 
a similar pilot program in nano-
electronics research in 2007. Its 
investment of $2.75 million a year 
initially attracted an additional $20 
million and led to four university-
based research enterprises that are 
looking into promising nanotech-
nologies, he said.

Over two years, the consortium 
has pulled together 30 universities, 
more than 100 graduate students 
and yielded 13 patent applications 
and numerous publications, Gal-
lagher said.

“The existence of this effort 
seeded the formation of over $110 

million in funding that was ready 
to take the generic technology and 
commercialize it,” he said. 

Whether this model can be 
generalized remains a question.

The answer will depend on 
whether the technology chal-
lenge is defined properly, he said. 
“You’ve got to create the com-
mons. It’s got to be a big enough 
challenge that the companies see 
their future success in address-
ing it and yet it has to be a pre-
competitive outcome, a generic 
technology, so that they’re willing 
to work together. I’m not sure it 
can be done in every case.”

The challenge
Gallagher noted that a recently 

released followup to the National 
Academies’ 2007 report reveals 
additional findings he character-
ized as “all pretty depressing.”

Among them, he said, the 
report finds that in 2009 the major-
ity of U.S. patents went to non-
U.S. companies for the first time; 
that 16 foreign energy companies 
now have more reserves than the 
largest U.S. energy companies, 
and that U.S. computer technol-
ogy manufacturing is smaller 
today than in 1975.

In addition, surveys repeat-
edly indicate large companies’ 
preference for investing in China 
and India. “If you ask large U.S.-
based multi-national corporations 
whether they’re increasing their 
R&D investments, most of them 
said yes. … But if you look at 
where they are investing in R&D, 
the greater growth in their invest-
ments in China and India is three 
times larger than their investment 
in the United States.”

The authors’ conclusion is that 
the nation’s outlook has worsened, 
Gallagher said, adding that the 
only promising solution is through 
innovation.

The challenge is bigger and 
more complicated than the scope 
of any one government agency. 
“It’s going to take a concerted 
effort over time. The only way 
to do that is to develop a political 
and policy consensus over what 
the right things to do are,” he said. 

Gallagher said he views the 
updated report as a call to action. 
“I think that there is no more 
important work that we have in 
front of us. I think that the future 
of the country is truly at stake.”
—Kimberly K. Barlow            n

Why not devote an evening 
to looking and feeling 
great while having a fun 
time? Registration is only 
$10.00, and can be applied 
to your next purchase 
at Hieber’s Pharmacy! 

Limited seating available 
for this event – register 
today via this form, 
our Facebook page, or 
by emailing or calling 
Hieber’s Pharmacy!

Wine, cheese and other 
refreshments will be offered 
while we discuss women’s 
health. Topics will include 
Bio-Identical Hormone 
Replacement (BHRT), 
pharmaceutical skin care, 
dietary supplements for 
women, and more! 

Your attendance enters 
you to win gift baskets 
from Skin Beautiful Spa 
($200 Value) and Hieber’s 
Pharmacy!

FREE Parking 
(REFT Parking – across from 
Arby’s on Forbes)

FREE Dermaview Skin 
Analysis & Consultation 
(35$ Value)

RSVP by October 18, 2010

Name: ___________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________

Phone: __________________________________________________

Email: ___________________________________________________

Please list any topics of interest to you: _____________________________
_____________________________________________________________

Follow us on Twitter!
www.Twitter.com/HiebersPharmacy

Like us on Facebook!
www.Facebook.com/HiebersPharmacy

Hieber’s Compounding Pharmacy
3500 Fifth Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA  15213
412/681-6400  •  Info@Hiebers.com  •  www.Hiebers.com

Wednesday, October 20, 2010
5:30 pm - 7 pm 

Ladies
Night Out
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NIDDK grant 
to fund 3-D 
fat cultures

The National Institute of Dia-
betes and Digestive and Kidney 
Diseases recently awarded a three-
year, $993,000 grant to research-
ers affiliated with the McGowan 
Institute for Regenerative Medi-
cine for the project “3-D Culture 
of Adipose Tissue for Screening 
Obesity-Related Drugs.” 

Kacey Marra , a faculty 
member in the Department of 
Surgery, co-director of the Adi-
pose Stem Cell Center and direc-
tor of the plastic surgery labora-
tory, is the principal investigator. 

Other Pitt researchers on 
the team include surgery faculty 
member Jörg Gerlach, direc-
tor of the McGowan Institute 
bioreactor group; plastic surgery 
faculty member J. Peter Rubin, 
co-director of the Adipose Stem 
Cell Center, and cell biology 
and physiology faculty member 
Donna Stolz, associate director of 
the Center for Biologic Imaging. 

This project aims to demon-
strate that cell-cell contact in a 
3-D culture system mimicking 
natural adipose tissue represents 
an improvement over current 
Petri dish technologies aimed 
at developing high throughput 
assays for drug discovery.

The team has developed a 
3-D bioreactor technology that 
permits the long-term culture 
of adipocytes that is not possible 
using traditional 2-D cell culture 
methods. 

In this study, they will utilize 

their technology to rapidly and 
effectively screen the effects of 
drugs on human adipose tissue 
function and will examine the 
function of adipocytes in both 
obese and non-obese patients.

Knee arthritis 
PT research 
funded

G. Kelley Fitzgerald has 
been awarded a four-year grant 
of $1.41 million 
from the Agency 
for Healthcare 
Research and 
Quality as pri-
mary investigator 
for a multi-center 
clinical trial. 

The project, “Enhancing 
the Effectiveness of Physical 
Therapy for People With Knee 
Osteoarthritis,” aims to examine 
the benefit and cost effectiveness 
of using exercise therapy booster 
sessions and supplementing exer-
cise therapy with manual therapy 
techniques in treating people with 
knee osteoarthritis.

According to Fitzgerald, com-
bining booster sessions and 
manual therapy techniques with 
exercise therapy may improve 
the overall effectiveness of reha-
bilitation over the current state of 
practice and also may ensure long-
term maintenance of the beneficial 
effects. The study interventions 
could lead to prevention or delay 
in disability, reduce or delay the 
need for total knee replacement 
surgery and reduce medication 
intake. 

Fitzgerald is a faculty member 
in the Department of Physical 
Therapy at the School of Health 
and Rehabilitation Sciences and 
director of the Physical Ther-
apy Clinical and Translational 
Research Center.

Walking may 
aid memory

New research shows that walk-
ing at least six miles a week may 
protect brain size and, in turn, 
preserve memory, according to a 
Pitt study published in the Oct. 
13 online issue of Neurology, the 
medical journal of the American 
Academy of Neurology.

“Brain size shrinks in late 
adulthood, which can cause 
memory problems,” said study 
author Kirk Erickson, faculty 
member in psychology. 

The study shows in cognitively 
normal elderly persons that a 
relatively easy activity like walk-
ing may be a way of staving off 
cognitive impairment — the stage 
of memory loss that comes before 
dementia and Alzheimer’s disease 
— by increasing the volume of 
the brain’s gray matter, which is 
associated with fewer memory 
problems.

“If regular exercise in midlife 
could improve brain health and 
improve thinking and memory 
in later life, it would be one more 
reason to make regular exercise in 
people of all ages a public health 
imperative,” said Erickson.

“Our study results suggest that 
walking is good for the brain and 
reduces the risk for future memory 

decline,” said Cyrus Raji, an MD/
PhD candidate in the School of 
Medicine and co-author of the 
study. 

For the study, 299 dementia-
free people recorded the number 
of blocks they walked in one week. 
Nine years later, scientists took 
brain scans of the participants to 
measure their brain sizes. After 
four more years, the participants 
were tested to determine whether 
they had developed cognitive 
impairment or dementia.

The study found that people 
who walked at least 72 blocks per 
week, or roughly six-nine miles, 
had greater gray matter volume 
nine years later than people who 
didn’t walk as much. Walking 
more than 72 blocks did not appear 
to increase gray matter volume 
any further.

By four years later, 116 of the 
participants had developed cogni-
tive impairment or dementia. The 
researchers found that those who 
walked the most cut their risk of 
memory problems in half. 

The study was supported by 
the National Institute on Aging. 

Rift Valley 
fever study 
funded

Long-sought treatments for 
Rift Valley Fever (RVF) may 
result from a $1.9 million contract 
to Pitt’s Regional Biocontain-
ment Laboratory (RBL) from 
the Defense Threat Reduction 
Agency, part of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Defense. 

The contract will enable 
researchers to explore the biologi-
cal processes that underlie disease 

caused by the RVF virus, which 
poses significant risks to U.S. 
military and civilian populations 
as a potential agent of biowarfare.

“RVF is a serious threat 
because it can spread very quickly 
through both animal and human 
populations,” said Amy L. Hart-
man, principal investigator of the 
project, RBL research manager 
and research instructor in the 
Department of Infectious Disease 
and Microbiology at the Graduate 
School of Public Health. “Epi-
demics have already occurred in 
Africa and Saudi Arabia, and the 
virus can potentially spread to the 
United States.”

Throughout the three-year 
project, Hartman and her team, 
including co-investigator and 
RBL aerobiology manager Doug 
Reed, will develop animal models 
of RVF that will mimic the disease 
seen in humans. “This research 
should help us understand more 
about how the virus causes disease 
in animals after respiratory infec-
tion, with the eventual goal of 
developing drugs or vaccines that 
can offer wide-reaching protection 
to populations at risk,” she said. 

SHRS education 
grant awarded

The U.S. Department of Edu-
cation Office of Special Educa-
tion and Rehabilitative Services 
has awarded a four-year grant of 
$1.18 million to the Department 
of Communication Science and 
Disorders (CSD) in the School 
of Health and Rehabilitation Sci-
ences for the project, “REACH for 
Children: Research and Education 
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to Aid Communication Health in 
Children.” The goal of REACH 
for Children is to recruit and train 
outstanding student scholars to 
address the specialized needs of 
high-need children with auditory, 
speech and language disabilities.

The grant will fund graduate 
students in audiology and speech 
language pathology who want 
to work with children in high-
need local education agencies or 

otherwise at risk due to poverty, 
homelessness or incarceration. 
CSD faculty member Debbie 
Moncrieff is the project director. 

The grant also provides fund-
ing for Elaine Mormer, project 
evaluation director, who will 
extend the department’s use of the 
Typhon software system for clini-
cal evaluation to include advanced 
metrics for tracking students 
funded under the grant. Mormer 

also will develop the program 
for use in tracking students after 
graduation to measure outcomes 
in children who received services 
made possible by the grant. 

Another portion of the funds 
will provide for a graduate student 
assistant to work with Bambang 
Parmanto in the health infor-
mation management program 
to explore and develop utiliza-
tion of the VISYTER system in 

clinical training throughout the 
CSD programs of study, includ-
ing the possibility of expanding 
opportunities through telehealth 
into remote regions surrounding 
Pittsburgh.

Black seniors 
at high risk for 
abuse, scams 

Pitt researchers, in a popu-
lation-based survey, have found 
indications of racial disparity in 
the psychological abuse of senior 

citizens. In a survey published in 
The Gerontologist, Pitt research-
ers found that African-American 
seniors could be twice as likely to 
be mistreated as elders of other 
races. The survey also revealed 
that African-American elders 
could be up to five times more 
susceptible to being swindled.

Lead author Scott Beach, 
assistant director of the Univer-
sity Center for Social and Urban 
Research (UCSUR) and director 
of the center’s survey research pro-
gram, said the study is important 
to the developing field of elderly 
abuse research. 

He worked with co-authors 
Richard Schulz, director both of 
UCSUR and the center’s  geron-
tology program; Nicholas Castle, 
a faculty member in health policy 
and management in the Graduate 
School of Public Health, and Jules 
Rosen, a faculty member in psy-
chiatry in the School of Medicine. 

The team interviewed 903 
adults 60 and older living in 
Allegheny County about instances 
of psychological abuse and finan-
cial exploitation occurring within 
the past six months and since 
they had turned 60. The sample 
contained 210 African Americans, 
or 23.2 percent of respondents, 
which is nearly twice the propor-
tion of African Americans living 
in Allegheny County, Beach said.

Psychological mistreatment 
included being yelled at or 
insulted; having personal property 
destroyed, and receiving threats of 
injury, stoppage of care or being 
sent to a nursing home. 

Among African Americans, 
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24.4 percent reported being 
abused since turning 60 and 16.1 
percent reported psychological 
mistreatment within the past six 
months. 

Around half as many non-black 
seniors reported abuse, with 13.2 
percent claiming psychological 
abuse since turning 60 and 7.2 
percent saying it happened within 
the previous half-year. Interest-
ingly, African Americans usually 
were less upset by aggressive 
behavior, yet more African Ameri-
cans reported being “extremely 
upset” when deliberately insulted 
or when their belongings were 
destroyed.

African Americans reported 
even higher instances of financial 
exploitation, which was defined 
as having checks stolen, having 
money tampered with and being 
made to sign documents they did 
not understand. Only 8.4 percent 
of non-African-American elders 
reported being cheated since 
turning 60 and 2.4 percent said 
it happened within the past six 
months. On the other hand, 23 
percent of African Americans 
claimed that someone meddled 
with their money since they 
turned 60 and 12.9 percent said 

it occurred recently.
Most striking about the team’s 

findings was that the racial dispar-
ity in mental abuse or financial 
exploitation was not explained by 
additional factors such as educa-
tion, health, age or socioeconomic 
status, Beach said.  

Beach plans to follow up on 
the survey by including seniors 
from other parts of the country, 
interviewing the perpetrators and 
developing more standardized 
definitions of the various types of 
psychological mistreatment and 
financial exploitation.

  
Group effort 
tracks moves 
of exoplanet 

Pitt planet hunters based at 
Allegheny Observatory were 
among nine teams around the 
world that tracked a planet 190 
light-years from Earth making its 
rare 12-hour passage in front of 
its star. The project resulted in the 
first ground-based observation of 
the entire transit and established a 
practical technique for recording 
the movement of other exoplanets, 
or planets outside of Earth’s solar 
system, the teams reported in The 
Astrophysical Journal.

The Pitt team, led by Melanie 
Good, a graduate student of phys-
ics and astronomy, observed the 
planet HD 80606b for more than 
11 hours on Jan. 10 as it passed in 
front of its star, HD 80606, located 
more than 1.14 quadrillion miles 
from Earth in the constellation 
Ursa Major. 

The planet is among the 
strangest of the 500 exoplan-
ets yet discovered, Good said. 
Approximately four times the size 
of Jupiter, the gaseous planet is 
scorchingly close to its star and 
follows an oblong orbit similar 
to that of Halley’s comet. At its 
farthest, the planet is almost as 
far from its star as the Earth is 
from the Sun, while at its closest, 
it is just 3 percent of that distance 
so that the planet’s temperature 
jumps thousands of degrees as it 
nears its star. 

And while most exoplanets 
complete their transit within a few 
hours, HD 80606b takes nearly 12 
hours, making the trip only once 
every 16 weeks.

Both characteristics of HD 
80606b’s transit make it diffi-
cult for a single observatory to 
observe all of it. Coordinated by 
the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology and the University 
of California-Santa Barbara, the 
nine-team project demonstrated 
that multiple observatories work-
ing together can capture such long 
transits in their entirety.

As the planet moved, the teams 
recorded the transit from their 
respective vantage points. The 
data then were combined to reveal 

unknown information about the 
planet, such as its mid-transit point 
and the precise transit duration. 

The Pitt group included 
Michael Wood-Vasey, a faculty 
member in physics and astronomy; 
Louis Coban of Allegheny Obser-
vatory, and physics and astronomy 
undergraduate students Shane 
Cerutti, Korena Costello, Maya 
Hunt, Gary Lander Jr., Eric 
Roebuck, Chelsea Vincent and 
Gwendolyn Weaver, all part of 
Good’s research group, Survey 
of Transiting Extrasolar Planets 

at the University of Pittsburgh, 
or STEPUP.

Other teams worked from 
Wise Observatory in Israel; Gran 
Telescopio Canarias in the Canary 
Islands; Observatoire de Haute 
Provence in France; Rosemary 
Hill Observatory in Florida; Fred 
Lawrence Whipple Observa-
tory in Arizona; Table Mountain 
Observatory in California; George 
R. Wallace Jr. Astrophysical 
Observatory in Massachusetts, 
and Faulkes Telescope North in 
Hawaii.                                         n
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Lois Hayweiser
Pitt-Titusville psychology 

associate professor emerita Lois 
Hayweiser died Sept. 29, 2010. 
She was 75. 

Hayweiser, who earned her 
PhD at Syracuse University, 
joined the UPT faculty in 1978, 
received tenure in 1985 and retired 
from the faculty in 1998.  She also 
taught part-time in the psychol-
ogy department on the Pittsburgh 
campus.

Prior to joining the Pitt fac-
ulty, she was a faculty member 
at Memorial University in New-
foundland. 

Former UPT colleague Mary 
Ann Caton, a faculty member 
in history and political science, 
recalled Hayweiser as a power-
ful presence, both physically and 
in terms of personality. Tall and 
deep-voiced, Hayweiser “was 
not shy about making her views 
known,” Caton said. 

“She could be a bit of a gadfly 
or a burr in the side of the powers 
that be,” Caton said. Solution-
oriented and practical, Hayweiser 
practiced her activism with a real 
desire to be useful.

 “She was not philosophical 
or theoretical or an ideologue,” 
Caton said, noting that Hayweiser 
called for action whenever some 
problem, large or small, needed 
solving. “She zeroed in on prob-

lems and would get them fixed.” 
Hayweiser, who resided in 

her childhood home on Dawson 
Street, participated in Oakland 
neighborhood organizations and 
other grassroots civic activism. 
She was an early member of 
the National Organization for 
Women and engaged herself in 
community and campus issues. 

In Titusville, she served as 
a YWCA board member and 
participated in UPT faculty 
government. As a member of the 
campus physical plant committee, 
Hayweiser kept a keen eye out 
for campus maintenance issues, 
calling attention to anything that 
needed repair, and suggesting 
solutions when she felt it neces-
sary. 

She took interest in the UPT 
campus landscaping, becoming a 
master gardener and continuing 
her interest in public gardening in 
Pittsburgh. Among her pet proj-
ects was the garden at the Stephen 
Foster Memorial, Caton said.

“She was one of those indi-
viduals who was generous with her 
resources and her time and with 
people who she thought could use 
what she had to offer,” Caton said.

She credited Hayweiser as the 
impetus behind the four “Titus-
ville questions” that appear on 
campus course evaluation forms. 

Today, in addition to other stan-
dard evaluation questions, UPT 
students are asked about whether 
the course instructor was on time 
for class, how frequently the 
instructor was absent from class, 
whether he or she was available 
to students outside of class and 
whether the instructor took rea-
sonable precautions to prevent 
cheating. 

Caton explained that Hay-
weiser disliked the value questions 
on the form — such as whether 
a student would recommend 
a course or faculty member to 
others. “She felt they weren’t 
good questions for getting the 
kind of information you wanted,” 
Caton said.

Caton said Hayweiser con-
ducted a very formal class and was 
not the sort to pursue personal 
relationships with students. She 
addressed students as Mister or 
Miss — never by their first names  
— and felt it her role to raise her 
students’ level of education rather 
than be their friend or confidante. 
“She took her duty seriously, but 
she was not there to be their friend 
or a clinician,” Caton said. “Stu-
dents either loved or hated her.”

Although Hayweiser eschewed 
frivolity, she could engage herself 
in a practical joke. Caton recalled 
Hayweiser baking beautiful cup-

cakes filled with ketchup, garlic 
and other inappropriate ingre-
dients as a prank on a faculty 
member who had a reputation for 
eating anything left in the faculty 
lounge. He took the bait, as did 
Caton, who unfortunately was let 
in on the joke too late.

Caton said she considered 
Hayweiser a best friend during 
their time together on the UPT 
faculty. Following Hayweiser’s 
retirement, the two maintained a 
friendship, although distance had 
taken its toll in recent years. 

Caton still frequently recalls 
Hayweiser’s very practical wisdom: 
“I talk about her all the time,” 
albeit not by name, in class. Just 
recently, Caton said, a student 
approached her, overly apologetic 
for missing class. Recalling Hay-
weiser’s response to a colleague 
who would apologize and offer 
gifts after displaying outbursts of 
temper, Caton asked the student 
to stop apologizing. “I would 
prefer your behavior to change,” 
she told him.

“I’ve never forgotten. I use it 
a lot,” she said.

Hayweiser is survived by 
brothers Herbert and Charles 
Hayweiser, sister-in-law Karola 
Hayweiser, and nieces.  A memo-
rial service took place Oct. 7.
—Kimberly K. Barlow             n

Thomas P. Detre
Thomas P. Detre, whose 

efforts helped the University’s 
health sciences programs reach 
international acclaim and who is 
credited with transforming the 
University’s teaching hospitals 
into UPMC, died Oct. 9, 2010, 
at home after a long illness. He 
was 86.

Since 2004, he had held the 
titles of Emeritus Distinguished 
Senior Vice Chancellor for 
Health Sciences and Emeritus 
Distinguished Service Professor 
of Psychiatry.

As Pitt’s senior vice chancel-
lor for Health Sciences, Detre 
established an innovative funding 
process that directed dollars from 
clinical practice into interdisci-
plinary research and then applied 
the results of those endeavors to 
clinical advances.

This approach is said to have 
attracted more patients and led 
to the growth of the University’s 
medical programs and the devel-
opment of what is now UPMC.

Detre is credited with position-
ing the University to become one 
of the nation’s top 10 recipients 
of research support from the 
National Institutes of Health 
(NIH), a status it has maintained 
since 1997.

In a prepared statement, 
Chancellor Mark A. Nordenberg 
said, “Dr. Detre’s leadership in 
bringing world-class medicine 
and pioneering research to west-
ern Pennsylvania transformed 
the character and culture of this 
region. His impact — in advancing 
the cause of human health and in 
enhancing the reputation, quality 
of life and economic strength of 
Pittsburgh, a city that he loved — 
was enormous. In addition to his 
legendary record of professional 
achievement and impact, Tom 
was beloved for his kindness, 

compassion, wit and Old-World 
charm. He will be sorely missed, 
here in Pittsburgh and around the 
world, by a multitude of admiring 
colleagues and devoted friends.”

Detre began his career at Pitt 
in 1973 when he left a tenured 
faculty position at Yale University 
and his post as psychiatrist-in-
chief at Yale-New Haven Hospital  
to become director of Western 
Psychiatric Institute and Clinic 
(WPIC) and chair of the Depart-
ment of Psychiatry in the School 
of Medicine.

According to Robert C. 
Alberts’s institutional history, 
“Pitt — The Story of the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh 1787-1987,” 
one of Detre’s early priorities as 
director of WPIC was recruiting 

top-notch faculty.
WPIC, prior to Detre’s arrival, 

had built a faculty heavily influ-
enced by the work of Sigmund 
Freud with a strong emphasis on 
psychoanalysis, Alberts wrote in 
the chapter titled “The Future of 
Academic Medicine.”

“The  p sychoana ly t i c a l 
approach, so popular in the 
1950s and 1960s, was now giving 
way to new pharmacological and 
neurological methods, and this 
approach was favored by Detre,” 
Alberts wrote. “He sought dis-
tinguished academicians with 
multiple expertise ranging from 
the social and behavioral sciences 
to the neurobiological aspects of 
psychiatry.”

In Detre’s own writings on 

academic medicine in the 1980s, 
he drew a distinction between a 
teaching hospital and a university 
hospital, Alberts noted. “In the 
teaching hospital, Detre said, the 
mission of the hospital predomi-
nates, with academic programs 
vying for scarce funds, staff and 
space,” Alberts wrote. “In a uni-
versity hospital, by contrast, the 
primary mission is academic.”

As Detre himself wrote, “The 
mandate of the university hospital 
is to be in the forefront of health 
training, research and service 
delivery. Looking beyond the bor-
ders of the local area, it strives to 
be a standard-setter nationwide.”

“Detre and his team turned 
WPIC into a center for creative 
research and new treatment 

modalities,” Alberts wrote. “The 
institute became known for its 
work on sleep disorders and affec-
tive disorders, particularly depres-
sion, biologic drug therapies and 
innovative treatment programs for 
such specialized groups as children 
and geriatric patients.”

Under Detre’s direction, 
WPIC’s budget increased nearly 
tenfold. While director of the 
institute, Detre negotiated with 
the University to take control of 
hospital clinical revenues, with 
the aim of reinvesting profits into 
faculty recruitment, patient care 
and research. 

As a result of those strate-
gies, the psychiatry department 
became one of the top three in 
NIH funding within a decade, and 
the number of its full-time faculty 
grew from 36 in 1974 to almost 
150 by 1982.

Detre was named associate 
senior vice chancellor for the six 
health sciences schools in 1982 
and, two years later, was appointed 
senior vice chancellor, a position 
he held until 1998 — a longer 
tenure than Detre had wished, 
having announced plans to retire 
in 1992.

It took three searches to find 
Detre’s successor. The first search 
ended in 1993 when Pitt could 
not reach agreement with any 
of four finalists. Nordenberg, 
then interim provost, chaired the 
second search, which Pitt’s Board 
of Trustees called off in May 
1995. Trustees decided that hiring 
Detre’s successor should wait until 
the board named a new, permanent 
chancellor — who in 1996 turned 
out to be Nordenberg.

“During the first two searches,” 
Nordenberg told Senate Council 
in 1998 on the occasion of Detre’s 
retirement, “there was specula-
tion that maybe he didn’t really 
want to go. All it took was a few 
years of working regularly with 
me,” Nordenberg quipped, “and 
he decided that retirement was, 
in fact, an attractive alternative.”

Nordenberg then thanked 
Detre, and added, “the University 
as a whole is a far, far better place 
for [having had] your leadership.”

Detre  deadpanned  h i s 
response, “Who am I to contra-
dict my chancellor?” to laughter 
and applause.

Turning serious, Detre added, 
“Because as you probably know, 
even though I’m known to be a 
very direct person who says exactly 
what he thinks, I never was inter-
ested in ad hominem argument. I 
was only interested in issues. So, 
those of you who remember my 
direct comments will soon forget 
them, and I hope that we will 
remain friends.” 

Long-time friend and col-
league David J. Kupfer, Thomas 
P. Detre Professor of Psychiatry 
at the School of Medicine, told 
the University Times that Detre’s 
strengths included recruiting the 
highest-quality researchers.

“But not only that, he had this 
wonderful ability to say what was 
needed to be done and then he 
gave people a very clear sense of 
freedom and independence to do 
it, to get things done on their own.  
He was not a micromanager,” said 
Kupfer, who was one of Detre’s 
students at Yale and among his first 
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The Western Psychiatric Institute and Clinic building was named Thomas Detre Hall in a ceremony 
on May 22, 2000, following the approval of Pitt’s Board of Trustees.
At the dedication, Detre, pictured above, noted that it is rare to name a campus building after a 
living person. “It is indeed a great tribute and a magnificent gesture, for which I am deeply grate-
ful,” Detre told the crowd in attendance.
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adviser.
Carlin also serves as vice presi-

dent of the undergraduate division 
of Beta Gamma Sigma; coordina-
tor of undergraduate scholarships 
in the area of accounting, and 
faculty adviser for internships. 

John M. O’Donnell, a faculty 
member and director of the nurse 
anesthesia program at the School 
of Nursing, was named Pitt’s 2010 
Cameos of Caring nurse educator 
awardee. 

O’Donnell’s scholarly and 
research inter-
es t s  inc lude 
use of struc-
tured and sup-
ported debrief-
ing methods 
in simulation; 
hierarchical task 
analysis meth-
ods in simula-

tion; multidisciplinary simula-
tion interventions supported by 
web-based curriculum; case-based 
educational programs for anes-
thesia providers and nurses, and 
epidemiology related to patient 
and provider safety.

He also holds a secondary 
appointment in the Department of 
Anesthesiology, School of Dental 
Medicine.

O’Donnell will be recognized 
along with 60 other regional 

Thomas P. Detre
recruits to Pitt. “That’s a testament 
to his leadership.”

Kupfer said Detre’s role as 
a successful recruiting “talent 
scout” in the 1970s coincided with 
the rise to greatness of the city’s 
professional football team. 

“When the football team was 
doing so well, as we were doing 
so well on the academic side and 
especially in psychiatry, we were 
called the Pittsburgh Stealers” 
for snapping up talent from top 
schools, including nearly 30 col-
leagues from Yale, Kupfer said. 
“He was the coach of the Pitts-
burgh Stealers.”

Detre also was a terrific orga-
nizer, pulling together research-
ers from different disciplines and 
programs, he said. 

“What Tom provided for me 
and hundreds of other people 
was a wonderful role model of 
what a physician could do in the 
interface between psychiatry 
and medicine,” said Kupfer, who 
served more than 20 years as chair 
of the Department of Psychiatry.

“In that sense he was my role 
model. Whatever skill set I have 
in dealing with researchers derived 
from watching him and experienc-
ing him, going back to when he 
was my mentor as a young student 
in New Haven,” he said.

“Tom really created a culture of 
collaboration, a pervasive attitude 
that welcomed men and women 
and junior faculty, as well as estab-
lished MDs and PhDs,” he added.

Detre also promoted career 
development programs in the 
psychiatry department. “Our 
department is not unique in this 
regard, but now we have the larg-
est number of career development 
awards of any department in the 
country. That all came from Tom,” 
Kupfer said.

In a prepared statement, 
Arthur S. Levine, who succeeded 

Detre as senior vice chancellor 
for Health Sciences and as dean 
of the School of Medicine, said, 
“His philosophy of integrating 
research with the practice of medi-
cine brought brilliant clinician-
researchers to the University and 
altered its scientific landscape. He 
brought WPIC into the modern 
era of biological psychiatry and 
went on to foster science-based 
approaches throughout the health 
sciences schools, encouraging 
interdisciplinary efforts and high 
standards of scholarship that 
became and continue to be the 
foundation of our exceptional 
growth and achievement.”

Jeffrey A. Romoff, UPMC 
president and chief executive offi-
cer, praised Detre as an extraordi-
nary visionary.

“Tom Detre laid the ground-
work to build a nationally ranked 
and internationally respected 
School of Medicine, as well as a 
global health enterprise that is 
second to none,” Romoff stated 
in a release. “He was an extraor-
dinary clinician and researcher 
whose keen eye for talent and 
readiness to foster innovation 
led to the University and medical 
center recruitment of many gifted 
individuals who have redefined 
medical practice and helped 
innumerable people around the 
world.”

During the evolution of 
UPMC, Detre served from 1986 
to 1990 as president of what then 
was called the Medical and Health 
Care Division of the University 
of Pittsburgh and president of 
UPMC from 1990 to 1992.

Following his retirement from 
the University in 1998, until 2004 
he served as executive vice presi-
dent of international and academic 
programs and later as medical 
director of international programs 
for UPMC Health System.

During his tenure, Detre 
spearheaded the Partnership for 
Medical Renaissance, a $300 mil-
lion construction and renovation 
project supporting the growth 
of the University’s biomedical 
research and clinical programs.

He helped develop the Pitts-
burgh Nuclear Magnetic Reso-
nance Center for Biomedical 
Research, the University of 
Pittsburgh Cancer Institute, the 
Center for Sports Medicine and 
the Center for Biomedical Ethics 
(now the Center for Bioethics and 
Health Law).

Also under Detre’s leadership, 
the Thomas Starzl Transplanta-
tion Institute, the Pittsburgh 
Genetics Institute, the Positron 
Emission Tomography Center 
and dozens of multidisciplinary 
programs in the health sciences 
were founded.

In addition to his numerous 
administrative accomplishments, 
Detre was a member of more 
than 20 medical societies and 
authored or co-authored scientific 
papers, textbook chapters and a 
well-known book on psychiatric 
treatment.

He served on a variety of advi-
sory boards for the National Insti-
tutes of Health, the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration and the U.S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs. 
He also served as president of the 
American College of Neuropsy-
chopharmacology, and was active 
on numerous committees and 
task forces for various agencies, 
organizations and philanthropies.

Detre also received many pro-
fessional honors. He was board 
chair of the National Library of 
Medicine in 2005; received an 
honorary medical degree in 2003 
from Semmelweis University, in 
his native city Budapest, Hungary, 
and was named a member of 
the Institute of Medicine of the 

National Academy of Sciences 
in 1998.

In 2005, he was honored as a 
History Maker in Medicine and 
Health by the Sen. John Heinz 
History Center, and in 2009 he 
was awarded an honorary Doctor 
of Humane Letters degree by 
Carnegie Mellon University. 

In 2000, Pitt named the WPIC 
building Thomas Detre Hall in 
his honor.

At the dedication of Detre 
Hall in May 2000, some speakers 
alluded, jokingly, to a well-known 
fictitious character in connection 
with Detre, whose heavy accent 
and European charm called to 
mind a certain Transylvanian 
count.

Nordenberg initiated the 
Dracula references while remi-
niscing about the first time that 
Detre phoned him at home. 
Although he barely knew Norden-
berg at the time, Detre was calling 
to inquire about the recent illness 
of Nordenberg’s father.

Nordenberg said his son 
answered the phone, talked briefly 
with the Hungarian-accented 
caller, then asked: “Dad, do you 
know someone named ‘Toe-moss’ 
who sounds like Count Dracula?”

Romoff told the crowd at 
the dedication ceremony that, 
contrary to popular belief, Detre 
did not arrive in Pittsburgh in 
1973 “in the dead of night in a 
horse-drawn carriage, carrying a 
box of soil from his native land. I 
thought it was unfair that people 
would think that,” Romoff added, 
struggling to sound indignant.

When Detre’s turn came to 
speak, he acknowledged Romoff’s 
tongue-in-cheek defense of his 
reputation. Looking at Romoff, he 
said in a mock-threatening voice: 
“As far as you are concerned, Jeff, 
I still fly at night.”

Seeking to spread credit for 
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accomplishments during his 
administration, Detre added, “My 
talent-scouting is without ques-
tion my greatest asset.”

Detre further noted the practi-
cal side of having a building named 
after him. Research shows that 
elderly people, as their memories 
fade, tend to forget where they live 
and work — but not their names, 
he said. As long as he remembers 
his own name, Detre said at the 
2000 dedication, he would never 
get lost in Pittsburgh.

Detre was born Tamas Feld-
meier on May 17, 1924, in Buda-
pest. He was a 20-year-old student 
when he learned that his parents 
and 20 other relatives had been 
killed at Auschwitz. The following 
year, he renamed himself “Detre,” 
a play on the French verb that 
means “to be,” as a symbol of his 
will to continue living.

Detre received a bachelor’s 
degree in 1942 in classical lan-
guages from the Gymnasium of 
Piarist Fathers in Kecskemet, 
Hungary, and completed his 
medical degree at the University 
of Rome School of Medicine in 
1952. He interned at Morrisania 
City Hospital in New York, and 
trained in psychiatry at Mt. Sinai 
Hospital and Yale’s School of 
Medicine.

Detre is survived by his second 
wife, Ellen Ormond; sons John A. 
Detre and Antony J. Detre, and 
four grandchildren.

Detre’s  first wife, Katherine M. 
Detre, Distinguished Professor 
of Epidemiology at the Graduate 
School of Public Health, died in 
January 2006, almost 50 years after 
they married.

Memorial gifts may be made to 
the Katherine Detre Scholarship 
Fund at GSPH, A661 Crabtree 
Hall, 130 DeSoto Street, Pitts-
burgh 15261.
—Peter Hart                           n

P E O P L E   O F   T H E   T I M E S The People of the Times column features recent news on faculty and 
staff, including awards and other honors, accomplishments and administra-
tive appointments. 

We welcome submissions from all areas of the University. Send informa-
tion via email to: utimes@pitt.edu, by fax at 412/624-4579 or by campus mail 
to 308 Bellefield Hall.

For submission guidelines, visit www.utimes.pitt.edu/?page_id=6807.

Bambang Parmanto, a fac-
ulty member 
in the Depart-
ment of Health 
I n f o r m a t i o n 
M a n a g e -
ment, School 
of Health and 
R e h a b i l i t a -
tion Sciences, 
recently received a Research 
Award from the American Health 
Information Management Asso-
ciation. The award honors those 
who have made an outstanding 
contribution to health informa-
tion management research.

Parmanto’s research interests 
include data mining, visualizing, 
managing complex data sets, web 
accessibility, Internet technolo-
gies and personal health records.

He is the principal investiga-
tor for a project that develops 
technologies to mitigate barriers 
to computer and Internet use by 
people with disabilities.

Madeleine J. Carlin, a  faculty 
member in the College of Busi-
ness Administration and faculty 

adviser to the 
Pitt chapter of 
Beta Alpha Psi, 
received Beta 
Alpha Psi’s 2010 
award for out-
standing faculty 

nursing professionals at the 12th 
annual Cameos of Caring awards 
gala Nov. 6.

Pitt’s nursing school created 
the Cameos of Caring program 
in 1999. 

Pitt-Bradford has named Jill 
Ballard execu-
tive director 
of institutional 
advancement 
and managing 
director of the 
Bradford Edu-
cational Foun-
dation.

B a l l a r d 
comes to UPB from the James-
town (N.Y.) Community College 
Foundation, where she had been 
the director of development for 
six years. 

Prior to that, she served as 
the director of scholarships and 
endowments for St. Bonaventure 
University, where she had also 
been the associate director of 
annual giving.

Ballard began her position 
Sept. 13. She will be a member 
of the president’s cabinet.

Ballard holds a Master of Busi-
ness Administration and Bachelor 
of Business Administration from 
St. Bonaventure. She serves as sec-
retary of the Olean (N.Y.) YMCA 
board of managers.

The Pitt-Bradford Alumni 
Association earlier this month 
honored Stephen Robar with 
the Teaching Excellence Award.

Robar, a faculty member in 
political science, chairs the Divi-
sion of Behavioral and Social 
Sciences. He was nominated for 
the teaching award by several 

former students who said he was 
a knowledgeable, motivating and 
inspiring professor and made 
political science interesting.

Robar’s teaching is focused in 
the areas of environmental policy 
and politics, U.S. political and 
policy processes and the judicial 
system.                                         	

Nominations are being sought for the Iris Marion Young 
Award for Political Engagement. Pitt staff, faculty or graduate 
students who work to promote social justice and democracy are 
eligible. The women’s studies program, with contributions from 
the Graduate School of Public and International Affairs (GSPIA) 
and others across the University community, created the award to 
honor those who work to promote justice in the University, or at 
the local, national or international level.

In addition, undergraduate nominees are being sought for the 
Iris Marion Young Undergraduate Award.

The awards are named for Young,, who was a faculty member 
in GSPIA and the women’s studies program during the 1990s.

Nominations for both awards should be sent to wstudies@
pitt.edu. Nominations should include the nominator’s name and 
contact information; the nominee’s name and contact information, 
and a short explanation as to why the person is being nominated. 
Nominations also may be mailed to the women’s studies program, 
2208 Posvar Hall. Nominations must be received by Dec. 15. 
Nominees’ supporting materials are due Jan. 7.

For more information, go to www.wstudies.pitt.edu/opportuni-
ties/iris-marion-young-award or call 412/624-6485.                                    n

Nominations sought for social justice awards
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HSLS Workshop
“PubMed Basics,” Michele 
Klein-Fedyshin; Falk Library 
classrm. 1, 10-11:30 am
Epidemiology Seminar
“Nearly All Older Individuals 
Age 65+ Should Be Provided 
With Cardiovascular Preventive 
Pharmacological Therapies,” 
Lewis Kuller & Stephanie 
Studenski; A115 Crabtree, noon
Jazz Studies Concert
Main lobby, Petersen, noon 
(4-4187)
Asian Studies Lecture
“Japanese Kokeshi Dolls: Shift-
ing Signifiers & Wooden Tra-
dition,” Jennifer McDowell, 
anthropology; 4130 Posvar, noon
History Lecture
“Racial Silence & Urban Policy 
in 20th-Century Brazil,” Brod-
wyn Fisher, Northwestern; 3703 
Posvar, noon
Humanities Colloquium
“In/Comparable Intoxications: 
Walter Benjamin Revisited 
From the Hemispheric South,” 
Hermann Herlinghaus; 602 CL, 
12:30-2 pm

Women’s Studies Film
“A Woman Like That”; FFA aud., 
3-6 pm (4-6485)
Geology & Planetary Science 
Colloquium
“A High-Temperature Micro-
Furnace for In-Situ Spectral 
Analysis of Quartzofeldspathic 
Melts,” Rachel Lee; 11 Thaw 
4 pm

 Friday 22

SBDC Workshop
“The 2nd Step: Developing a 
Business Plan”; Mervis, 7:30-10 
am (8-1542)
Endocrine Conference
“DXA 101,” Susan Greenspan; 
1195 Starzl BST, 8:30-10:30 am
Bradford Campus Seminar
“OSHA Construction Safety”; 
Seneca 2nd fl. classrm., UPB, 9 
am-4 pm (814/362-5078)
Trustees Mtg.
WPU Assembly Rm., 10 am
Flu Shot Clinic
341 Craig, 10 am-2 pm

Sr. VC’s Research Seminar
“Beyond microRNAs: The 
Emerging World of Viral & 
Human Small RNAs,” Bino 
John; Scaife aud. 6, noon
Philosophy of Science Lecture
“Understanding & Explana-
tory Value,” Kareem Khalifa, 
Middlebury; 817R CL, 12:05 
pm (4-1052)
Women’s Studies Lecture
“Celebrating 80 Years of Wom-
en’s Health With Cecile,” Cecile 
Richards, Planned Parenthood; 
FFA aud., 1 pm (4-6485)
Anthropology/Latin American 
Studies Lecture
“Stitching Curtains, Grinding 
Plastic: The Transformation of 
Workers & Things in Buenos 
Aires,” Karen Ann Faulk, CMU; 
3106 Posvar, 3 pm (lyl4@pitt.
edu)
Philosophy Lecture 
“Aristotle and the Sophists,” 
Stephen Menn, McGill; 244A 
CL, 3:30 pm
Men’s Basketball
Blue-Gold scrimmage; Petersen, 
7 pm

 Saturday 23

Greensburg Campus Discov-
ery Day
For prospective students & their 
families; UPG, 10 am-2 pm (res-
ervations: 724/836-9880)
Football
Vs. Rutgers; Heinz Field, noon
Music on the Edge Concert
Cikada Ensemble; Bellefield 
aud., 8 pm (4-4125)

 Monday 25

Flu Shot Clinic
102 Benedum, 10 am-2 pm
SHRS/CIDDE Lecture
“Problem-Based Learning,” Ken 
Etzel, dental medicine; 4060 
Forbes Tower, noon

 Tuesday 26

Greensburg Campus Panel
“How Health Care Reform 
Will Affect Your Business,” 
John Kozar, Benefits; Catherine 
Creech, Ernst & Young; John 
Fedele, Excela Health; Campana 
Chapel, UPG, 8 am
UPCI Basic & Translational 
Research Seminar
Madhavi Ganapathiraju, bio-
medical informatics & intel-
ligent systems; Hillman Cancer 
Ctr. Cooper classrm. D, noon 
(412/623-7771)
Pharmaceutical Sciences 
Seminar
“New Azide Chemistry: From 
Methods to Libraries to Hits,” 
Jeffrey Aube; 456 Salk, noon
Health Services Research 
Seminar
“Measuring the Quality of 
Colonoscopies Using Natural 
Language Processing,” Ateev 
Mehrotra & Henk Harkema; 
305 Parkvale, noon
Magee-Womens Research 
Institute’s Work-in-Progress 
Conference & Seminar
“Biomarker Development for 
Preeclampsia,” Sandy Founds; 
Magee 1st fl. conf. ctr., noon
Senate Plenary Session
“Social Entrepreneurship at Pitt: 
Innovators, Change-Makers & 
Local Heroes”; WPU Assembly 
Rm., noon-3 pm
Philosophy of Science Lecture
“Is Science Necessarily Neutral 
From a Moral Viewpoint? James 
Lovelock’s Gaia Theory & the 
Fact/Value Dichotomy,” Pier-
luigi Barrotta, U of Pisa; 817R 
CL, 12:05 pm (4-1052)
MMG Seminar
“Generation of Novel Antibiot-
ics by Engineering of Producer 
Organism Non-Ribosomal Pep-
tide Synthase (NRPS) Genes,” 
Ake Elhammer; 503 Bridgeside 
Point 2, 3:15 pm
Pharmacology & Chemical 
Biology Seminar
“Direct Gene Pharmacological 
Targets for the 21st Century: 
IL1B & TNF, A Tale of 2 Pro-
Inflammatory Genes,” Philip 
Auron, Duquesne; 1395 Starzl 
BST, 3:30 pm
Greensburg Campus Written/
Spoken Reading
Adam Matcho, Dave Newman 
& Carrie Smith; Village Hall 
Coffeehouse, UPG, 7 pm

 Wednesday 27

Family Medicine Lecture
“The Patient-Center Medical 
Home,” William Miller, Lehigh 
Valley Health Network; 1101 
Scaife, 8 am (3-2248)

Clinical Oncology & Hematol-
ogy Grand Rounds
“Angiogenesis Inhibition for 
Metastatic Breast Cancer: Fact, 
Myth & the FDA,” Adam Bruf-
sky; Hillman Cancer Ctr. Cooper 
Conf. Ctr. classrm. C, 8 am
HSLS Workshop
“PowerPoint for Beginners,” 
Sam Lewis; Falk Library classrm. 
2, 10 am-noon
Pathology Research Seminar
“Systems Pathology: Moving 
Omics to Clinics,” Michael 
Roehrl, Boston Medical Ctr.; 
1104 Scaife, noon (8-1040)
CRSP Lecture
“Race, Racism & Mental Health 
in Asian-American Communi-
ties,” Sumie Okazaki, NYU; 2017 
CL, noon-1:30 pm (4-7382)
OED Limbach Lecture
“MaRS: Bringing Canadian 
Innovations to Market,” John 
McCulloch, MaRS Discovery 
District; 532 Alumni, noon-2 
pm (4-3160)
HSLS Workshop
“Pathway Analysis 2,” Ansuman 
Chattopadhyay; Falk Library 
conf. rm. B, 1-3 pm
HSLS Workshop
“EndNote Basics,” Andrea 
Ketchum; Falk Library classrm. 
2, 1-3 pm
Neurology Grand Rounds
“Perceptual Impairments in 
Acquired & Congenital Agno-
sia,” Marlene Behrman; 1105 
Scaife, 4 pm
GI Grand Rounds
“Endoscopic & Radiologic 
Unknowns,” David Brokl, Mat-
thew Rockacy & David Levin-
thal; 11 Scaife conf. ctr., 5 pm
Latin American Film
“HavanaYork”; FFA aud., 6:30 
pm
     

 Thursday 28

Bradford Campus Concert
Patrick Connolly, piano; Studio 
Theater, Blaisdell, UPB, 11:30 
am
Epidemiology Seminar
“Taking a Better Look Upstream: 
How Do We Increase Public 
Health’s Impact?” Ron Voorhees; 
A115 Crabtree, noon
ADRC Lecture
“Neuroimaging Predictors of 
Treatment Response in Late-Life 
Depression,” Howard Aizen-
stein, psychiatry & bioengineer-
ing; S439 Montefiore, noon
Asian Studies Lecture
“The Paradox of Poetic Rep-
resentation,” Cecile Chu-Chin 
Sun, East Asian languages & 
literatures; 4130 Posvar, noon
Nordenberg Lecture in Law, 
Medicine & Psychiatry
“Legal & Ethical Issues in Medi-
cal Treatment of Children With 
Variations of Sex Anatomy,” 
Anne Tamar-Mattis, Advocates 
for Informed Choice; Barco 
Teplitz Courtrm., noon
Humanities Discussion
“Worlds Made by Words,” 
Anthony Grafton; 602 CL, 
12:30-2 pm
GSPIA Ford Institute Lecture
“Enhancing Civilian Protection 
in Peace Operations: Insights 
From Africa,” Paul Williams, 
George Washington U; 3431 
Posvar, 12:30 pm
Geology & Planetary Science 
Colloquium
“Construction & Evolution of 
an Ice-Confined Basaltic Fissure 
Complex,” Emily Mercurio; 11 
Thaw, 4 pm
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CONVERSATION
Lovely Russian lady, 50, looking to meet 50+ 
European, cultured gentleman to spend special 
times with. 412/642-2920.

ELDER LAW—ESTATE ATTORNEYS 
Michael H. Marks & Associates. Elder law; 
nursing home/Medicaid cost-of-care planning; 
wills; POAs; trusts; probate & estate administra-
tion; real estate. Squirrel Hill: 412/421-8944; 
Monroeville: 412/373-4235; email: michael@
marks-law.com. Free initial consultation. Fees 
quoted in advance. Personal & informative.

C A L E N D A R
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•  $8 for up to 15 words; $9 for 16-30 
words; $10 for 31-50 words.
• For University ads, submit an account 
number for transfer of funds.
• All other ads should be accompanied by 
a check for the full amount made payable 
to the University of Pittsburgh.
• Reserve space by submitting ad copy 
one week prior to publication. Copy and 
payment should be sent to University 
Times, 308 Bellefield Hall, University 
of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh 15260.  
• For more information, call Barbara 
DelRaso, 412/624-4644.

PERSONAL

SERVICES

C L A S S I F I E D  
SUBJECTS NEEDED

Find it

Bioengineering Lecture
“The Bionic Ear: The Cre-
ation & Commercial Develop-
ment of the Multi-Channel 
Cochlear Implant,” Jim Patrick, 
Cochlear Ltd.; Scaife aud. 5, 4 
pm (412/924-1012)

 PhD Defenses

SIS/Information & Technol-
ogy
“Efficient Information Access 
in Data Intensive Sensor Net-
works,” Divyasheel Sharma; Oct. 
14, 1A04 IS, 10 am
A&S/Sociology
“Giving Voice to Language: 
Basque Ethnolinguistic Mobi-
lization & the Politics of Edu-
cation Reform in France,” Kai 
Heidemann; Oct. 14, 2432 
Posvar, 10 am
Education/Health & Physical 
Activity
“Effect of Carbohydrate-Protein 
Supplementation on Resistance 
Exercise Performance, Perceived 
Exertion & Salivary Cortisol,” 
Michael Welinkonich;  Oct. 14, 
Petersen conf. rm., 1 pm
Medicine/Biochemistry & 
Molecular Genetics
“Characterization of Tumor-
Derived Exosomes & Their Role 
of Immune Regulation,” Chenjie 
Yang; Oct. 20, 503 Bridgeside 
Point 2, 10 am 
Medicine/Cellular & Molecu-
lar Pathology
“Hepatocyte Growth Factor 
Regulates Inflammatory Medi-
ated Diseases by Suppression of 
IL-6: Implications for Type 2 
Diabetes,” Gina Marie Coudriet; 
Oct. 22, Rangos Research Ctr. 
7th fl. conf. rm., Lawrenceville, 
10 am
A&S/Communication
“Made Up Minds: Rhetorical 
Invention & the Thinking Self 
in Public Culture,” Michelle 
Gibbons; Oct. 25, 1128 CL, 9 am
A&S/Chemistry
“Synthesis & Application of 
Functionalized Bis-Peptides 
Through Hindered Amide Bond 
Synthesis,” Zachary Brown; Oct. 
25, 307 Eberly, 2 pm

Medicine/Molecular Biophys-
ics & Structural Biology
“Theoretical Investigation of the 
Structure & Function of Iono-
tropic Glutamate Receptors,” 
Michael Yonkunas; Oct. 27, 3rd 
fl. social rm. Mellon Inst., 1 pm
A&S/Statistics
“Functional Connectivity Analy-
sis of fMRI Time-Series Data,” 
Dongli Zhou; Oct. 28, 2321 CL, 
2:30 pm

 Theatre

Pitt Repertory Theatre
“Shakespeare’s Lovers & Fight-
ers”; Oct. 14-24; W-F 8 pm, Sat. 
2 & 8 pm, Sun. 2 pm

 Exhibits
     
Galerie Macondo Exhibit
“Haiti Rising”; through Oct. 17, 
11 am-5 pm & Oct. 17 noon-5 
pm, Kimbo Gallery, WPU (412-
661-1498) 
Bradford Campus Exhibit
UPB faculty; through Oct. 29; 
KOA Art Gallery, Blaisdell, UPB, 
M-Th 8:30 am-8 pm & F 8:30 
am-6 pm
Law Library Exhibit
“Lumen,” John Fobes; through 
Nov. 12; Barco Law Library Gal-
lery, reg. library hours

 Deadlines

Chancellor’s Distinguished 
Research Awards
Nomination forms must be sub-
mitted electronically to George 
Klinzing at klinzing@pitt.edu 
by Oct. 22.
Int’l  Business  Conference  
Call for Papers
Deadline to submit papers is 
Oct. 23 for March 2011 CIBER 
Business Language Conference, 
“Bringing Languages & Business 
Together: New Directions for a 
Critical Need.” Faculty & grad 
students should contact Jacque-
line Saslawski, jsaslawski@katz.
pitt.edu.
Engineering Sustainability 
Call for Papers
Abstracts due Oct. 25. (info: 
4-9698 or mcsi@pitt.edu)

Absentee Ballot Application
Deadline is Oct. 26 at 5 pm 
for Nov. 2 general election. 
Info:Governmental Relations, 
710 Alumni, 4-6011, or Allegh-
eny County Division of Elec-
tions, 542 Forbes, 412/350-4500. 
SAC CPR/AED Certification 
Workshop
Workshop will be held Nov. 13, 
9 am-1 pm for non-health care 
individuals & 1-5 pm for medical 
students & health care workers. 
Registration & $40 payment due 
Oct. 29. Payment can be brought 
or mailed to the SAC office, 313 
Bellefield. (4-4236)

Bellet Awards
Nomination letters must be 
submitted to Judy McConnaha, 
140 Thackeray, by Oct. 31. (info: 
clynch@pitt.edu)
Ampco-Pgh. Prize for Excel-
lence in Advising
Nomination packets must be 
submitted to Judy McConnaha, 
140 Thackeray, by Oct. 31.
Chancellor’s Awards for Staff
For Excellence in Service to the 
Community & for Excellence in 
Service to the University. Nomi-
nation forms must be submitted 
online by Nov. 12. (guidelines & 
nomination forms: www.hr.pitt.
edu/awards.htm)
Chancellor’s Distinguished 
Public Service Awards
Nomination letters must be 

submitted to Alberta Sbragia, 
801 CL, by Nov. 15.
Women’s Studies/GSPIA 
Marion Young Award
Nominations must be received 
by Dec. 15 at wstudies@pitt.edu 
or 2208 Posvar. (info: 4-6485) n

 Event Deadline

The next issue of the University 
Times will include University 
and on-campus events of Oct. 
28-Nov. 11. Information for 
events during that period must 
be received by 5 pm on Oct. 21 at 
308 Bellefield Hall. Information 
may be sent by fax to 4-4579 or 
email to utcal@pitt.edu.

POST-MENOPAUSAL WOMEN
Caucasian, Asian or Hispanic women wanted 
for a 3-month osteoporosis study. Must 
qualify by having low bone density on screen-
ing DXA Scan. 5 study visits at UPMC 
Montefiore. Requires daily injections of either 
an approved or investigational drug for osteo-
porosis. Contact coordinator @ 412/864-3266 
or endoresearch@dom.pitt.edu. 

WEB SITE PROMOTERS
We are looking for web site promoters for www.
hypepittsburgh.com. It is a locally owned web 
site designed to promote the social activities in 
Pgh. We are looking for men & women who 
will take pictures in bars, clubs, restaurants & 
school events. Compensation provided. Email 
hypepittsburgh@gmail.com if interested.

WANTED

in the

University Times
CLASSIFIEDS!

THE FALL 2010 
LIMBACH 
LECTURE SERIES

“MaRS: Bringing Canadian Innovations to Market”
John McCulloch, PhD
Advisor, Life Sciences & Healthcare 
MaRS Discovery District

Wednesday, October 27 
Noon
Alumni Hall, Room 532

The Offices of Technology Management 
and Enterprise Development present

12:00 p.m.    Complimentary Buffet Lunch
12:15 p.m.    Opening of the Plenary

Michael Pinsky, President, University Senate
12:25 p.m.    Welcoming Remarks

Mark A. Nordenberg, Chancellor
12:35 p.m.    Overview and Introduction to “Social Entrepreneurship Spotlight”

Audrey J. Murrell, Associate Professor of Business Administration, Psychology, Public and 
International Affairs, and Director, David Berg Center for Ethics and Leadership, Katz 
Graduate School of Business

12:40 p.m.    Profile of Micah Toll (Mechanical Engineering, 2011)
Swanson School of Engineering and winner of Pitt’s 2009 and 2010 “Big Idea” competition

12:55 p.m.    Introduction of Keynote Speaker
Audrey J. Murrell

  1:05 p.m.    Keynote Address
“Social Entrepreneurship: Forging New Freedoms for People with Disabilities” 
Dr. Rory A. Cooper, Distinguished Professor and FISA-Paralyzed Veterans of America Chair

  2:00 p.m.    Panel Discussion 
- Max F. Miller, Director – Innovation Practice Institute, School of Law 
- Laura Atkinson Schaefer, Deputy Director, The Mascaro Center for Sustainable Innovation 
and Associate Professor and Bicentennial Board of Visitors Faculty Fellow, Department of 
Mechanical Engineering & Materials Science, Swanson School of Engineering 

- Ann Dugan, Assistant Dean and Director, Institute for Entrepreneurship Excellence, Katz
Graduate School of  Business

Moderator: Tracy Soska Professor and Continuing Education Director, School of Social Work
  2:45 p.m.    Closing Remarks

Patricia E. Beeson, Provost and Senior Vice Chancellor

ALL  FACULTY,  STAFF  &  STUDENTS  ARE  INVITED  TO  ATTEND

University of Pittsburgh
     The Senate of the University of Pittsburgh

Social entrepreneurs combine research, knowledge and a passion for change to make an impact on the world 
around them.They also are described as non-traditional thinkers who use business solutions to address a social 
problem or mission. Across the Pitt campus, there are a number of examples of social entrepreneurship that utilize 
the expertise and innovative practice of our faculty, students and staff. Whether working with non-profit ventures, 
traditional business with a social mission or a hybrid partnership of business-government-community, social 
entrepreneurs look for the most effective methods to have a social impact that creates meaningful change. This 
plenary session will explore the various ways in which students, faculty and units across the University are engaged 
in research, projects and partnerships that tackle major social issues and offer new ideas for local and national change. 

The Senate of the University of Pittsburgh Fall 2010 Plenary

Social Entrepreneurship at Pitt:
Innovators, Change-makers & Local Heroes

Tuesday, October 26, 2010
Noon-3 p.m.

Assembly Room, William Pitt Union
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2010-11 publication schedule
Submit by
Oct. 21
Nov. 4
Nov. 18
Dec. 2
Dec. 23
Jan. 13
Jan. 27
Feb. 10
Feb. 24
March 10
March 24
April 7
April 21
May 5
May 19
June 2
June 16
June 30
July 14

For publication
Oct. 28
Nov. 11
Nov. 24 (Wed.)
Dec. 9
Jan. 6
Jan. 20
Feb. 3
Feb. 17
March 3
March 17
March 31
April 14
April 28
May 12
May 26
June 9
June 23
July 7
July 21

Events occurring
Oct. 28-Nov. 11
Nov. 11-24 (Wed.)
Nov. 24-Dec. 9
Dec. 9-Jan. 6
Jan. 6-20
Jan. 20-Feb. 3
Feb. 3-17
Feb. 17-March 3
March 3-17
March 17-March 31
March 31-April 14
April 14-28
April 28-May 12
May 12-26
May 26-June 9
June 9-23
June 23-July 7
July 7-21
July 21-Sept. 1
The University Times events calendar includes Pitt-sponsored events as well as non-Pitt events held on 
a Pitt campus. Information submitted for the calendar should identify the type of event, such as lecture 
or concert, and the program’s specific title, sponsor, location and time. The name and phone number of 
a contact person should be included. Information should be sent by email to: utcal@pitt.edu, by FAX 
to: 412/624-4579, or by campus mail to: 308 Bellefield Hall. We cannot guarantee publication of events 
received after the deadline.

C A L E N D A R

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18

October
 Thursday 14

 
Board of Trustees Audit Com-
mittee Mtg.
2700 Posvar, 11:20 am
Health Science Diversity in 
Practice Lecture
“Minority Health & the Media,” 
Brian Primack; 2148 Salk, noon
Epidemiology Seminar
“The Cardioprotective Mediter-
ranean Diet: What Is the ‘Active 
Ingredient’?” Mark Gladwin & 
Bruce Freeman; A115 Crabtree, 
noon
Medical Education Grand 
Rounds
“Teaching Clinical Reasoning,” 
Jerome Kassirer, Tufts; Scaife 4th 
fl. lecture rm. 3, noon (8-9000)
Humanities Discussion
“Queloides: Race & Racism in 
Cuban Contemporary Art—A 
Conversation With Cuban Art-
ists”; 4130 Posvar, noon-2 pm
Biostatistics Seminar
“A Propensity Score Approach 
for the Analysis of Population-
Based Genetic Association Stud-
ies,” Nadita Mitra, Penn; A115 
Crabtree, 3:30 pm
Geology & Planetary Science 
Colloquium
“Bedforms & Stratification in 
Watery Flows: Is It Time for a 
Dirty Story?” Jim Best, U of IL; 
11 Thaw, 4 pm

Children’s Literature Lecture
“Why I Love & Hate ‘Tom 
Sawyer’,” Beverly Lyon Clark, 
Wheaton;  A224 Langley, 4:30 
pm
Latin American Film
“Miel para Oshun”; FFA aud., 
6:30 pm
Women’s Studies/Asian Stud-
ies Film/Panel
“First Person Plural”; 4130 
Posvar, 7:30 pm (4-6516)
English Panel Discussion
“The Inside Track to a Top-
Notch Internship”; WPU 
Ballrm., 7:30-9:30 pm
Lecture
“The Economic Hit Man,” John 
Perkins; Soldiers & Sailors, 8 pm 
(bhc7@pitt.edu)
Bradford Campus Improvers 
Show
Mukaiyama U Rm., Frame-
Westerberg Commons, UPB, 
8-9:30 pm

 Friday 15

Philosophy of Science Work-
shop
“Philosophy of Scientific Experi-
mentation: A Challenge to 
Philosophy of Science”; 817 CL, 
9 am (through Oct. 17; details: 
www.pitt.edu/~pittcntr; register: 
rubus@pitt.edu or 4-1050)
Academic Career Develop-
ment Symposium
“Authorship: Ethical Issues 
Along the Path to Publication”; 
S100 Starzl BST, 9 am (8-8486)

Biostatistics Adaptive Treat-
ment Strategies Reading 
Group Mtg.
A724 Crabtree, 11 am-12:30 pm
Pulmonary Grand Rounds
“Neuromuscular Disorders 
in the ICU,” David Lacomis; 
NW628 conf. rm. Montefiore, 
noon
Fox Ctr. for Vision Restoration 
Lecture
“Cell-Based Therapy for Ocular 
Reconstruction,” Virender Singh 
Sangwan; S123 Starzl BST, noon
GSPIA/Political Science Lec-
ture
“Do Terrorists Win?” Page 
Fortna, Columbia; 4500 Posvar, 
noon-1:30 pm
PHLF Walking Tour
“Oakland’s Civic Center: Big 
Gifts & Big Dreams”; meet at 
Forbes Ave. & Schenley Drive 
Ext. by the dinosaur, noon
Pgh. Consortium for Adoption 
Studies Lecture
“Toward Truth & Reconcilia-
tion: Overseas Korean Adoptee 
& Unwed Mother Advocacy,” 
Jennifer Kwon Dobbs, St. Olaf 
College; “The Dry Eye of 
Adoption Politics: Testimony, 
Social Justice & Representation 
Among Transnational Korean 
Adoptees,” Eleana Kim, U of 
Rochester; 2431 Posvar, noon 
(mnovy@pitt.edu)
Anthropology Lecture
“Oapan Nawa Folktales:  Links 
to the Pre-Hispanic Past in a 
Contemporary Indian Commu-

nity of Mexico,” Joanne Michel 
de Guerrero; 3106 WWPH, 
1 pm
Haitian Art Society of Pgh. 
Lecture
Marcus Rediker, history, & Bill 
Bollendorf, Galerie Macondo; 
WPU Ballrm., 1-2:30 pm 
(412/661-1498)
Hispanic Languages & Litera-
tures/Latin American Studies 
Borges Symposium
“‘This Imminence of a Rev-
elation’: A Study of Epiphanies 
in Borges’s Fiction,” Evelyn 
Fishburne, University College, 
London; “‘His Insect-Like 
Handwriting’: Marginalia & 
Commentaries on Borges & 
Menard,” Daniel Balderston; 
“Voice Distortion: Character 
Narration in Borges’s Transla-
tions,” Leah Leone, Concordia 
U, Montreal; “La Batracho-
myomachia en el contexto de ‘El 
inmortal,’” Alfredo Alonso Este-
noz, Luther College; “Borges 
¿un argentino extraviado en la 
metafísica?” Mireya Camurati, 
SUNY-Buffalo; 144 CL, 1:30-5 
pm
Anthropology Lecture
“Conditions of Social Change 
at El Dornajo, Southwest Ecua-
dor,” Sarah Taylor; 3106 Posvar, 
3 pm
Pgh. Consortium for Adoption 
Studies Poetry Reading
Jennifer Kwon Dobbs, St. 
Olaf College; 208B CL, 4 pm 
(mnovy@pitt.edu)
Greensburg Campus Concert
“ A D D D D D D D D D D D , ” 
thingNY; Campana Chapel & 
Lecture Ctr., UPG, 8 pm
  

 Saturday 16

Computer Science Code 
Camp
Sennott 5th & 6th fl., 8 am-5 pm 
(412/716-2594)
Survival Skills & Ethics Work-
shop
“Oral Presentations,” Beth 
Fischer & Michael Zigmond; 
Scaife 4th fl. lecture rm. 2, 10 
am-3 pm (412/578-3716)
UPMC Dignity & Respect 
Festival
Schenley Plaza, 11 am-4 pm

 Sunday 17

Concert
Celebrating the life of alumna 
Edith Lillian Ingram; Heinz 
Chapel, 3 pm

 Tuesday 19

HSLS Workshop
“The WOW Factor: PowerPoint 
for Posters,” Sam Lewis; Falk 
Library classrm. 2, 10 am-noon

Pharmaceutical Sciences 
Seminar
“The Pathophysiology of Cere-
bral Aneurysms: Recent Results 
& Future Directions,” Anne 
Robertson; 456 Salk, noon
Health Services Research 
Seminar
“Disparities in Kidney Trans-
plantation: Beyond Medical 
Factors,” Larissa Myaskovsky; 
305 Parkvale, noon
HSLS Lunch With a Librarian
“Personal Genomics, Personal-
ized Medicine & You,” Carrie 
Iwema; Falk Library conf. rm. 
B, noon
UPCI Basic & Translational 
Research Seminar
“The Cytokine Network of 
Cancer Stem Cells,” Vera Levina; 
Hillman Cancer Ctr. Cooper 
classrm. D, noon (412/623-7771)
Philosophy of Science Lecture
“Two Senses of Activity & Grav-
ity in Newton’s Treatise,” Hylarie 
Kochiras, SUNY-Buffalo; 817R 
CL, 12:05 pm (4-1052) 
A&S Teaching Excellence 
Lecture
“The Changing Face of Amer-
ica,” Carlos Cortés, UC-River-
side; Martin Rm. 4th  fl. Sennott, 
3-5 pm
Pharmacology & Chemical 
Biology Seminar
“Thymidylate Synthase as a 
Translational Regulator of Cel-
lular Gene Expression: Thera-
peutic Implications for Cancer 
Chemotherapy,” Edward Chu, 
UPCI; 1395 Starzl BST, 3:30 pm
A&S Performance
“A Conversation With Alana: 
One Boy’s Multicultural Rite of 
Passage,” Carlos Cortés, UC-
Riverside; UClub Ballrm. A, 7 pm 
Bradford Campus Lecture
“Wild Imagination,” Scott Rus-
sell Sanders; Mukaiyama U Rm., 
Frame-Westerberg Commons, 
UPB, 7:30 pm

 Wednesday 20

Orthopaedic Surgery Grand 
Rounds
Charles Lupo; LHAS aud. 7th 
fl. Montefiore, 7 am
Clinical Oncology & Hematol-
ogy Grand Rounds
“Paroxysmal Noctural Hemo-
globinuria,” Robert Brodsky; 
Herberman Conf. Ctr. 2nd fl. 
aud. UPMC Cancer Pavilion, 
8 am
Biomedical Informatics Work-
shop
“Text Information Extrac-
tion System: A New Tool for 
Research”; M3901 Presby South, 
11 am (http://ties.upmc.com/
register)
Pathology Research Seminar
“Disorders of Cytoskeletal-
Directed Membrane Biogenesis: 
An Emerging Disease Para-
digm,” Jon Morrow, Yale; 1104 
Scaife, noon (8-1040)
SAC Assembly
WPU Ballrm. & Assembly Rm., 
noon-2 pm
HSLS Workshop
“Pathway Analysis Tools 1,” 
Ansuman Chattopadhyay; Falk 
Library conf. rm. B, 1-3 pm

 Thursday 21

GSPH Seminar
“Research in Schools: A ‘How-
to’ Seminar for Investigators”; 
7039 Forbes Tower, 8:30-10 am 
(3-2400)

The Bradford campus will fea-
ture a piano concert by Patrick 
Connolly at 11:30 am Oct. 28 in 
Blaisdell Hall.


