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The studio 
arts faculty 
exhibit their 
own work at 
the Univer-
sity Art Gal-
lery through 

Oct. 21. See pages 8 & 9. TIMES
U  N  I  V  E  R  S  I  T  Y

Pitt’s payroll department 
is gearing up to begin 
withholding local wage 

taxes from the paychecks of most 
employees.

The change comes as the result 
of a state law that will require the 
University to withhold the taxes 
for employees who live in Penn-
sylvania. Currently, employers 
withhold local taxes for employees 
who live and work in the same 
municipality but other workers 
typically must file their own local 
wage tax forms quarterly. 

Under Act 32 of 2008, effective 
Jan. 1 employers will be required 
to withhold wage taxes that go to 
local municipalities and school 
districts for employees who 
reside in Pennsylvania. Employ-
ers initially will need to collect a 
certificate of residency from all 
employees stating the county and 
municipality in which they live. 
Workers will need to file certifi-
cates of residency when they are 
hired or when they have a name 
or address change.

The changes aim to simplify tax 
collections statewide. While they 
will save many workers from the 

effort of filing their own local tax 
forms and ultimately streamline 
collections for employers, payroll 
offices are busy adjusting their 
systems in time for the deadline. 

Pitt Payroll director Daniel 
Jeffreys said logistics still are being 
worked out, but employees Uni-
versity-wide should be receiving a 
mailing in early- to mid-October 
to verify their addresses.  

Currently Pitt withholds the 
taxes for about 10,500 employ-
ees. Next year, that number is 
expected to rise to about 18,500, 
he said.

Act 32 also consolidated local 
wage tax collections by requir-
ing taxing jurisdictions within a 
defined geographic area to select 
a wage tax collector for their area. 
The legislation provides for a 
single tax collector per county, 
although Allegheny County is 
divided into four collection dis-
tricts, according to the Pennsyl-
vania Department of Community 
and Economic Development.

More information on the 
legislation can be found at www.
newpa.com.
—Kimberly K. Barlow             n

Chancellor pleads Pitt’s 
case to state legislators

UPMC outlines prelim Oakland plans

Employers to collect
local wage taxes Jan. 1
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Chancellor Mark A. Norden-
berg touted Pitt’s accom-
plishments and spoke out 

against the idea of shifting state 
funding for higher education from 
institution-based appropriations 
to a student-based system as part 
of a Sept. 12 state Senate appro-
priations committee hearing on 
campus. 

In the wake of deep cuts in 
state funding for higher education 
in Pennsylvania’s fiscal year 2012 
budget, appropriations committee 
leaders said they are making the 
rounds of the four state-related 
universities, not only to get a closer 
look at how state appropriation 
dollars are spent but also to discuss 
ways of funding higher education 
in the future. 

The legislators met last week 
at Penn State and are sched-
uled to hold similar hearings at 
Temple and Lincoln universities 
in October. Although university 
representatives testify in Harris-
burg before the committee each 
spring as part of the annual budget 
process, committee chairman Jake 
Corman (R-34) said, “These hear-
ings are meant to spend a little 

more time at each university and 
get an understanding of what the 
taxpayers’ investment is buying.” 

Legislators finally settled on 
a budget that slashed the four 
schools’ appropriations by about 
20 percent, significantly less than 
the 54 percent cut initially pro-
posed by Gov. Tom Ridge, who 
also floated the idea of pinning 
state higher education funding 
to individual students rather 
than institutions. (See March 17 
University Times.)

Still, state appropriations for 
the four schools have fallen to 
1995 levels, said minority chair 
Vincent J. Hughes (D-7). “That 
is significant.”

The long decline in state sup-
port — most pronounced over 
the past decade during which 
Pitt’s appropriation was cut 10 
times, Nordenberg said — has 
culminated in the most recent 
cut of 19 percent to Pitt’s general 
appropriation and 50 percent to 
academic medical center support. 
The overall 22 percent reduction 
left Pitt with a $70 million budget 
gap — $40 million of which was 

UPMC officials this week 
unveiled a preliminary 
proposal for expanding the 

health system’s Oakland campus.
The major component of the 

10-year plan, which still needs 
approvals from the UPMC board, 
various city planning departments 
and City Council, is to raze the 
remaining building of the Oakland 

Children’s Hospital and build a 
12-story facility on the DeSoto 
Street-Fifth Avenue site. 

“Some of you have seen the 
end result of the tearing down 
of the DeSoto [Street] wing of 
Children’s Hospital and replacing 
the area with grass and keeping 
that ground fertile for future 
expansion,” said John Innocenti, 

president of UPMC Presbyterian 
Shadyside, at a community infor-
mation meeting held Sept. 12 that 
drew an audience of about 20.

Before any new construction 
can begin, however, several steps 
must be taken, he noted.

“Right now all our clinical 
pathology labs are in the main 

A view toward the Medical Arts Building on Fifth Avenue at the site of the razed DeSoto wing of 
Children’s Hospital, where UPMC eventually plans to build a 12-story in-patient care facility.

Chancellor Mark A. Nordenberg, at right, and Board of Trustees chair Stephen Tritch greet Pennsyl-
vania Senate appropriations committee members from left, Jim Ferlo (D-34), John Pippy (R-37) and 
chair Jake Corman (R-34), back to the camera, before the Sept. 12 hearing on campus. The commit-
tee is visiting Pennsylvania’s four state-related institutions to hear testimony on the impact of cuts 
in state support. 
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Seasonal flu shots will be 
provided through Nov. 
1 at select Pittsburgh 

campus locations.
In addition, Falk Pharmacy 

will provide seasonal flu shots 
9 a.m.-3 p.m. on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays Sept. 20-Dec. 22 
on the second floor of the Falk 
Medical Building.

Flu is a contagious disease 
caused by the influenza virus, 
which can be spread by cough-
ing, sneezing or nasal secretions.

Like last year, only one vac-
cine is necessary this year, accord-
ing to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC). 
This year’s flu vaccine is designed 
to protect against the three main 
flu strains that research indicates 
will cause the most illness during 
the flu season. CDC recommends 
the influenza vaccination for all 
people ages 6 months and older. 
Additional guidelines are pro-
vided by CDC at www.cdc.gov/
vaccines/pubs/vis/downloads/
vis-flu.pdf.

At all the flu clinics, Pitt fac-
ulty and staff with UPMC Health 
Plan coverage can receive a flu 
shot at no out-of-pocket cost; 
however, they must show their 
valid University and UPMC 
Health Plan ID cards. The claim 
for the flu shot will be forwarded 

directly to the insurance carrier by 
flu clinic administrators.

UPMC Health Plan members 
also can get a flu shot from a 
participating provider at no out-
of-pocket cost.

If plan members go to a clinic 
or pharmacy that is not a UPMC 
Health Plan participant, they 
will need to pay for the flu shot 
at the time of service and file a 
claim for reimbursement. Forms 
can be accessed at www.hr.pitt.
edu/sites/default/files/COM-
FluReimbursementForm.pdf.

Pitt flu shot clinics will be held:
• Sept. 17, lecture room 6 

Scaife Hall, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
• Sept. 26, 540 & 542 William 

Pitt Union, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
• Sept. 29, Student Health 

Service, Suite 500, Medical Arts 
Building, 11 a.m.-2 p.m.

• Oct. 3, 102 Benedum Hall, 
10 a.m.-2 p.m.

• Oct. 10, Posvar Hall Galleria, 
10 a.m.-2 p.m.

• Oct. 12, Student Health 
Service, Suite 500, Medical Arts 
Building, 11 a.m.-2 p.m.

• Oct. 20, Student Health 
Service, Suite 500, Medical Arts 
Building, 11 a.m.-2 p.m.

• Oct. 24, 5th floor conference 
room Bridgeside Point Building, 
10 a.m.-2 p.m.

• Nov. 1, 342 Craig Hall, 

noon-2 p.m.
For more information, call 

Falk Pharmacy Community 
Care, 412/647-4003, or the Stu-
dent Health Service, 412/383-
1800, www.studhlth.pitt.edu.

Flu shot clinics also will be 
held on the regional campuses 
and at the Mechanicsburg satel-
lite location.

• Mechanicsburg has a clinic 
scheduled for Oct. 4 in room 
2 of the Computer Building, 
noon-2 p.m.

• Pitt-Greensburg has a 
clinic scheduled for Oct. 12, 214 
Chambers Hall, 3-5 p.m.

• Pitt-Titusville is offering 
flu shots Sept. 26, 219 Student 
Union, 9 a.m.-noon and 1-4 p.m.

Flu clinics at the Bradford 
and Johnstown campus are in 
the planning stages.

Flu season typically runs from 
December through March, peak-
ing in January and February, but 
can start as early as October and 
last until May, according to CDC. 
Protection against influenza virus 
infection takes about two weeks 
after vaccination to develop fully 
in the body.

More information is avail-
able at www.cdc.gov/flu/about/
season/flu-season-2011-2012.
htm.
—Peter Hart                           n

A nonprofit environmen-
tal watchdog group 
recently accused the 

University of being “an air pollu-
tion scofflaw,” citing Pitt’s failure 
to post signs alerting drivers to 
the 2008 state law banning idling 
by certain diesel vehicles. But the 
director of Environmental Health 
and Safety (EH&S) here said Pitt 
already was on its way to comply-
ing with the law before the scofflaw 
charges were leveled.

In a press release issued by 
Citizens for Pennsylvania’s Future 
(PennFuture), Tiffany Hickman, 
western Pennsylvania outreach 
coordinator for the citizens 
organization, stated, “We were 
astonished to find that Pitt is in 
violation of this important law. 
Diesel idling contributes to our 
region’s dirty and dangerous air 
pollution problem ... yet Pitt 
has no signs that would lead to 
cleaner air.”

The Diesel Powered Motor 
Vehicle Idling Act (Pennsylvania 
Act 124), which went into effect 
in February 2009, requires that 
property owners post permanent 
signs in locations where “diesel 
subject vehicles,” that is, commer-
cial vehicles weighing more than 
5 tons, load or unload and in any 
location that provides 15 or more 
parking spaces for such vehicles.

The law prohibits owners and 
drivers of diesel-powered motor 
vehicles engaged in commerce (as 
opposed to private use) from idling 
for more than five minutes in any 
continuous 60-minute period, 
with exceptions for extreme 
weather conditions, vehicle main-
tenance and emergencies.

(Under the law, diesel-powered 
buses, school buses and school 
vehicles may idle for 15 minutes 
in a continuous 60-minute period 
when passengers are on board.)

In response to the PennFu-
ture allegations, EH&S director 
Jay Frerotte told the University 
Times, “Prior to PennFuture 
targeting Pitt about a lack of spe-
cific signage in parking areas for 

large vehicles, the University had 
initiated planning to address the 
installation of these signs where 
necessary.”  

In addition, Frerotte contin-
ued, “Signs with identical intent 
already exist in certain loading 
dock areas at the University, but 
these signs will be replaced with 
signs that conform to the current 
specification,” that is, to read pre-
cisely “No Idling, Diesel-Powered 
Vehicles Over 5 Tons, Act 124 of 
2008” as required by the law.

“Pitt’s plan to provide addi-
tional signage where applicable 

Pitt called pollution scofflaw 
for not posting diesel signs 

will include only buildings owned 
by Pitt. University stakeholders 
will be consulted to determine sign 
locations in the coming weeks,” 
Frerotte said.

He added, “Pitt has an excel-
lent record for reducing air pollu-
tion in the county, as exemplified 
by several recent environmental 
stewardship awards and the con-
struction of our state-of-the-art 
steam generation plant that uses 
natural gas as a fuel to fire boilers 
with exceedingly low emission of 
air pollutants.”
—Peter Hart                           n

Musician Brad Yoder kicked off this year’s Emerging Legends 
music series in the Cup & Chaucer Café at Hillman Library 
Sept. 9. The free concerts, held at noon on Fridays during the 
academic year, are sponsored by the University Library System 
in conjunction with Calliope: The Pittsburgh Folk Music Soci-
ety.

Several upcoming concerts feature musicians with Pitt connec-
tions. The Parker Sisters fiddle duo will feature sisters Justine 
(a Pitt alumna) and Alison Parker (an undergraduate engi-
neering student) on Feb. 3. Irish folk band RichPatrick, which 
features Provost’s office staffer Susan Borowski, is scheduled 
for March 2, and faculty members Phil Smith of English and 
Steve Weber of chemistry will perform folk-blues music on 
March 30.
 
For dates and information about the concerts, visit www.
library.pitt.edu/libraries/chaucer/chaucer.html orhttp://calliope-
house.org/Legends.htm. 

Concert series kickoff

The Allegheny County Health Department has named the 
Graduate School of Public Health (GSPH) a winner in its 16th 
annual Breastfeeding Friendly Place Awards. The awards recognize 
workplaces, public places and other sites away from home that make 
an extra effort to accommodate breastfeeding mothers.

Instituted as the Breastfeeding Friendly Workplace Awards in 
1996, the awards were expanded to include all places offering an 
environment that makes it easier to breastfeed away from home.

Even though state law expressly allows women to breastfeed 
in public, the Association of Women in Public Health says one of 
the keys to extending breastfeeding times is making places outside 
the home more breastfeeding friendly, including workplaces that 
go beyond the minimum requirement for an employee to express 
breast milk under the U.S. Fair Labor Standards Act.

Honored in the workplace category for creating a supportive 
environment, GSPH provides a private office as a lactation room.  n

GSPH: A “breastfeeding friendly” place

UPMC recently was rec-
ognized for its program that 
improves the care of patients 
near the end of life or with life-
threatening conditions. The 
American Hospital Association 
awarded UPMC with a Circle of 
Life Citation of Honor.

The award honors programs 
that strive to provide effective, 
patient-centered, timely, safe and 
efficient palliative and end-of-life 
care.

UPMC end-of-life program honored
UPMC was selected by leaders 

in medicine, nursing, social work, 
ethics and health administra-
tion. The committee focused on 
innovative programs that respect 
patient goals and preferences, 
provide comprehensive care, 
acknowledge and address the 
family or caregivers’ concerns 
and needs, and build systems 
and mechanisms of support to 
continue the program for future 
patients and caregivers.             n

Kimberly K. Barlow
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Pitt moves up 6 spots in 2012
U.S. News undergrad rankings
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Pitt was ranked No. 116 
— up from No. 119 last 
year — on the latest edi-

tion of the QS World University 
Rankings, which lists the top 300 
universities worldwide. 

The QS (Quacquarel l i 
Symonds) rankings are an off-
shoot of annual rankings published 
jointly with the Times Higher 
Education supplement in 2004-
09. QS uses the same methodology 
as the earlier joint rankings, while 
the Times Higher Education 
supplement now publishes a list 
based on methodology developed 
with Thomson Reuters.

According to Quacquarelli 
Symonds, a company specializing 
in education and study abroad, the 
QS World University Rankings 
are based in the main on factors 
drawn from two global surveys.

Some 16,000 employers and 
more than 33,000 academicians 
and university administrators 
from around the world contrib-
uted their opinions on the top 
universities for the latest rankings, 
according to QS.

In addition, the universities 
also were judged on quantitative 
data on research citations, staffing 
levels and international activity.

The rankings methodology 
employs six quality indicators 
weighted as follows: academic 
peer review, 40 percent of the 
total score; employer/recruiter 
review, 20 percent; citations per 
faculty member, 20 percent; 
student-faculty ratio, 10 percent, 
and international factors (the pro-
portion of international students 
and of international faculty who 
are attracted to that institution), 
5 percent each.

The rankings focus on three 
main characteristics of a university: 
size (based on the number of full-
time-equivalent degree-seeking 
students); subject range (based on 

the institution’s programs in arts 
and humanities; engineering and 
IT; life sciences; natural sciences, 
and social sciences), and research 
activity level (based on the number 
of documents published in the last 
five years retrievable from Scopus, 
a database of abstracts and cita-
tions in scholarly journals).

For the 2011-12 rankings, QS 
added as a factor “the influence of 
institutional age on development 
trajectory and performance in 
international evaluations,” which 
the company stated contributed to 
an institution’s reputation.

In addition to Pitt, Pennsylva-
nia institutions that made the list of 
300 were Penn at No. 9 (up from 
12th in 2010); Carnegie Mellon 
at No. 43 (down from 34th last 
year), and Penn State at No. 94 
(up from 98th last year).

The University of Cambridge, 
U.K., retained its spot at the top 
of this year’s rankings, followed 
by Harvard, MIT, Yale and the 
University of Oxford, U.K.

U.S. institutions occupied 13 
of the top 20 places, 31 of the 
top 100 and 53 of the top 200. 
Pitt ranked 38th among all U.S. 
institutions ranked, up one spot 
from last year.

The QS rankings also provide 
separate tables for the subject 
groupings covered under the 
scope of an institution’s offerings. 
This year, Pitt ranked No. 121 
in arts and humanities programs 
(down from 99 last year); No. 335 
in engineering and IT (down from 
231), and No. 133 in life sciences 
(up from 238).

The University was unranked 
in the natural sciences and social 
sciences categories.

The complete lists are avail-
able at www.topuniversities.
com/university-rankings/world-
university-rankings.
—Peter Hart                             n

Pitt climbs 3 places in 
world university ranking

Pitt jumped up six spots to 
tie for No. 58 among all 
the nation’s PhD-granting 

universities in the 2012 edition 
of U.S. News & World Report’s 
“America’s Best Colleges” rank-
ings. Pitt tied with Connecticut, 
Florida and Texas A&M. Last year 
Pitt tied for 64th.

Among the 118 national public 
institutions ranked by U.S. News, 
Pitt tied for 19th, with the same 
three schools as on the overall list, 
up four slots from last year. Last 
year Pitt tied for 23rd among the 
publics.

Harvard and Princeton tied at 
the top of the overall list this year, 
followed by Yale and Columbia, 
with California Institute of Tech-
nology, Chicago, MIT, Penn and 
Stanford all tying for 5th, among 
all 280 American doctorate-
granting schools listed (172 
public institutions, 101 private 
institutions and seven for-profit 
institutions).

(The magazine ranks numeri-
cally about 75 percent of the total 
institutions in each category, with 
the balance listed as unranked.)  

Last year, Harvard topped the 
list, followed by Princeton, Yale 
and Columbia, with Stanford and 
Penn tying for 5th.

The University of California-
Berkeley, which was ranked No. 
21 overall, again held the top 

spot among the publics, followed 
by UCLA and the University of 
Virginia (tied for 25th overall), 
Michigan-Ann Arbor (28th over-
all) and North Carolina-Chapel 
Hill (29th overall).

In addition to Penn, Penn-
sylvania institutions ranked by 
U.S. News among the overall 
top 50 national universities were 
Carnegie Mellon (tied for 23rd), 
Lehigh (tied for 38th) and Penn 
State (tied for 45th overall; tied for 
13th among the publics).

The college ratings were pub-
lished this week in an issue of the 
magazine in abridged form. More 
extensive ranking lists, which were 
the source for this story, are posted 
on the magazine’s web site: www.
usnews.com.

Kinds of institutions
U.S. News has ranked under-

graduate programs at colleges and 
universities annually since 1983.

This year, U.S. News updated 
its institutional categories based 

on the 2010 revisions made to 
the Carnegie Foundation for 
the Advancement of Teaching’s 
Carnegie Classification of Insti-
tutions of Higher Education, the 
first major revisions made by the 
Carnegie Foundation since 2006, 
the magazine stated.

U.S. News continues to use the 
same category names as last year: 
national universities (including 
Pitt); national liberal arts colleges; 
regional universities, and regional 
colleges. However, as a result of 
this latest Carnegie classification 
revision, more than 100 colleges 
have switched ranking categories 
(for example, from national liberal 
arts to regional colleges, or vice 
versa) and some schools have been 
added to the rankings for the first 
time. In most cases, these category 
changes were the main explana-
tion for the biggest movements in 
this year’s Best Colleges rankings, 
according to the magazine. 

For the first time, U.S. News 
has included in the rankings all 
for-profit colleges and universities 
that grant bachelor’s degrees, are 
regionally accredited and were 
eligible to be ranked based on 
whether they met the U.S. News 
criteria to be included in the rank-
ings. The for-profits include many 
schools that have large online 
bachelor’s degree programs. 

Overall, U.S. News breaks 
down approximately 1,400 of the 
nation’s four-year higher educa-
tion institutions. Each grouping 
includes public and private insti-
tutions. Among national institu-
tions, the magazine ranks the top 
200, including ties.

National universities are 
defined by U.S. News as those 
institutions that “offer a wide 
range of undergraduate majors, 
master’s and doctoral degrees. 
These colleges also are commit-
ted to ground-breaking research.”

(The magazine also annually 
ranks graduate programs. See March 
17 University Times. Note that 
following the publication of its grad 
school rankings, U.S. News retracted 
rankings on 11 of its 12 engineering 
specialty areas, reverting to rankings 
from the previous year.) 

Methodology
U.S. News gathers data from 

the institutions each year. Accord-
ing to the magazine, 92 percent 
of the 1,378 schools returned 
surveys supplying data for this 
year’s rankings. Missing data were 
drawn from sources such as the 
American Association of Uni-
versity Professors, the National 
Collegiate Athletic Association, 
the Council for Aid to Educa-
tion and the U.S. Department of 
Education’s National Center for 
Educational Statistics (NCES).

For the first time this year, 
in the case of colleges that have 
declined to fill out the U.S. News 
statistical survey for at least two 
years, and for schools new to the 
rankings that did not respond to 
the survey request, the magazine 
made extensive use of the statis-
tical data those institutions were 
required to report to the NCES 
on such factors as SAT and ACT 

scores, acceptance rates, faculty 
resources and retention rates. 

The rankings for national 
universities are derived from a 
comparison of seven weighted 
indicators: undergraduate aca-
demic reputation (22.5 percent 
of the total score); graduation 
and retention rates (20 percent); 
faculty resources (20 percent); 
student selectivity (15 percent); 
financial resources (10 percent); 
graduation rate performance (7.5 
percent), and alumni giving (5 
percent).

• At 22.5 percent of the overall 
score, undergraduate academic 
reputation remains the largest 
single weighted measure in the 
overall score. 

According to the magazine, to 
measure academic reputation the 
ranking formula gives significant 
weight to the opinions of those in a 
position to judge a school’s under-
graduate academic excellence by 
surveying presidents, provosts and 
deans of admissions. In addition, 
the magazine surveys high school 
guidance counselors for their 
views on national universities.

Of the 4,580 academicians sur-
veyed, 43 percent responded. Of 
the 1,787 counselors at public high 
schools that appeared in the 2010 
U.S. News Best High Schools 
rankings, as well as an additional 
600 college counselors at the larg-
est independent schools, surveyed 
this year, 21 percent responded, 
the magazine stated.

• Regarding the graduation 
and retention rates, according to 
U.S. News, “the higher the pro-
portion of freshmen who return 
to campus for sophomore year and 
eventually graduate, the better a 
school is apt to be at offering the 
classes and services that students 
need to succeed. This measure 
has two components: Six-year 
graduation rate (80 percent of 
the retention score) and freshman 
retention rate (20 percent).”

The graduation rate indicates 
the average proportion of a gradu-
ating class who earned a degree 
in six years or less. Freshman 
retention indicates the average 
proportion of freshmen who 
entered the school in fall 2006 
through fall 2009 and returned 
the following fall.

• To measure faculty resources, 
the magazine uses six factors 
from the 2010-11 academic year: 
class size (proportion of classes 
with fewer than 20 students and 
those with 50 or more students); 
faculty salary (average faculty pay 
plus benefits adjusted for regional 
differences); the proportion of 
professors with the highest degree 
in their fields; the student-faculty 
ratio, and the proportion of faculty 
who are full time.

• Fifty percent of the student 
selectivity score is derived from 
the test scores of all enrolled 
freshmen who took the critical 
reading and mathematics portions 
of the SAT or the composite ACT 
score. (Pitt requires applicants to 
take either the SAT or the ACT.)

Forty percent of the selectivity 
score is based on the percentage of 
enrolled freshmen who graduated 

in the top 10 percent of their high 
school class; 10 percent is based 
on an institution’s acceptance rate 
in fall 2010, that is, the ratio of 
admitted students to applicants.

• U.S. News measures financial 
resources by using the average 
spending per student on instruc-
tion, research, student services and 
related educational expenditures 
in the 2009 and 2010 fiscal years. 
Spending on sports, housing and 
hospitals is not counted. 

• Graduation rate perfor-
mance is defined as the differ-
ence between a school’s six-year 
graduation rate for the class that 
entered in 2005 and the predicted 
rate for that class; the predicted 
rate is calculated using a formula 
that accounts for the standardized 
test scores of students entering in 
2005 and the school’s expenditures 
on the students.

If the actual graduation rate is 
higher than the predicted rate, the 
school is judged to have enhanced 
the students’ achievement. For 
example, this year Pitt’s predicted 
six-year graduation rate was 77 
percent, while the actual rate was 
78 percent.

• The alumni giving rate 
reflects the average percentage 
of living alumni with bachelor’s 
degrees who gave to their school 
during 2008-09 and 2009-10. 

To arrive at a school’s overall 
rank, U.S. News first calculated 
the weighted sum of the scores. 
The final scores were rescaled so 
that the top school in each cat-
egory received a value of 100, and 
the other schools’ weighted scores 
were calculated as a proportion of 
that top score.

Final scores for each ranked 
school were rounded to the near-
est whole number and ranked in 
descending order. Schools that are 
tied are listed in alphabetical order.

According to the magazine, 
Pitt’s overall score was 58, with 
100 being the highest score; its 
undergraduate academic reputa-
tion score was 71 (with 100 the 
maximum); its average freshman 
retention rate was 92 percent, 
which tied for 98th nationally; 
its faculty resources ranked 109th 
nationally; its student selectiv-
ity ranked 64th nationally; its 
financial resources ranked 36th 
nationally, and its 13 percent 
alumni giving rate ranked 104th 
nationally.

High school guidance coun-
selors gave Pitt a composite 
score of 3.7 out of 5, tying the 
University for 80th with 19 other 
national institutions among the 
280 national universities ranked 
by the magazine.

Other campus data
The magazine also reported 

other Pittsburgh campus data:
• Pitt’s four-year graduation 

rate for 2010 graduates was 61 
percent.

• The six-year graduation rate 
was 78 percent, tying the Univer-
sity for 66th nationally.

• Pitt’s total undergraduate 
population in fall 2010 was 18,371, 
which included 17,083 full-time 
students and 1,288 part-time 
students.

• Women comprised 50.7 per-
cent of the undergrad population.

• The percentage of classes 
in fall 2010 with fewer than 20 
students was 41 percent, while 
the percentage of classes with 50 
or more students was 18 percent.

• 51 percent of Pitt freshmen 
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Pitt moves up 6 spots in 2012
U.S. News undergrad rankings

were in the top 10 percent of 
their 2010 high school class; 85 
percent were in the top quarter, 
and 99 percent in the top half of 
their class.

• The 25th and 75th SAT per-
centile rates for fall 2010 freshmen 
were 1170 and 1370, respectively.

• 54.9 percent of full-time 
undergraduates receive financial 
aid, with the average need-based 
scholarship or grant being $8,281.

• The five most popular majors 
for 2010 graduates: 14 percent 
business, management, marketing 
and related support services; 14 
percent social sciences; 11 percent 
English language and literature/
letters; 9 percent health profes-
sions and related programs, and 
9 percent psychology.

• The student-faculty ratio in 
fall 2010 was 14:1.

• 88.6 percent of Pitt’s 3,955 
faculty in 2010 were full time.

• 45 percent of undergraduates 
lived in Pitt-affiliated housing.

• 9.6 percent of undergradu-
ates belonged to a fraternity, 8.6 
percent to a sorority.

Undergraduate business 
and engineering programs

Also ranked nationally by 
U.S. News and World Report 
were undergraduate business and 
engineering programs.

Among the 455 undergradu-
ate business programs ranked by 
U.S. News, Pitt’s College of Busi-
ness Administration tied for 41st 

overall (tied for 42nd overall last 
year) with four other programs: 
Boston University, the College of 
William and Mary, South Carolina 
and Syracuse. 

Carnegie Mellon’s business 
program tied for 9th; Penn State’s 
program tied for 20th in the 
overall rankings. Penn’s Wharton 
business school held the top spot 
overall in this undergraduate 
category, just as it did last year.

To arrive at the business pro-
gram rankings, in spring 2011 
U.S. News surveyed deans and 
senior faculty at undergraduate 
business programs accredited 
by the Association to Advance 
Collegiate Schools of Business. 
Participants (two at each AACSB-
accredited business program) 
were asked to rate the quality of 
all programs they were familiar 
with on a scale of 1 (marginal) to 
5 (distinguished). The rankings 
were based solely on this peer 
survey; 41.7 percent of those 
surveyed responded, according 
to the magazine.

In addition, U.S. News ranks 
schools in 12 business specialty 
areas, which also are based solely 
on the spring 2011 peer survey. 
Schools offering any courses in a 
specialty are eligible to be ranked 
in that specialty.

In the management informa-
tion systems specialty, Pitt ranked 
16th overall among 21 such pro-
grams highlighted online by the 
magazine. Pitt tied for 17th overall 

in this area last year.
Among the top 383 accredited 

undergraduate engineering pro-
grams listed for public, private  
and for-profit universities that 
grant PhDs, Pitt’s program tied 
for 48th (tied for 56th last year) 
with Arizona, Michigan State and 
Rutgers. The magazine ranked 
the top 177.

Carnegie Mellon was ranked 
8th and Penn State tied for 17th 
overall among doctorate-granting 
schools in the engineering pro-
gram rankings. MIT was ranked 
No. 1 by the magazine, the spot 
it held last year.

Undergrad engineering pro-
grams were ranked solely on a 
spring 2011 peer survey of deans 
and senior faculty who rated 
each program they were familiar 
with. Fifty-four percent of those 
surveyed at schools that award 
doctorates responded, according 
to the magazine.

Special categories
Pitt appeared in a number of 

special categories listed by U.S. 
News for national universities.

• In the Best Value Schools 
category, Pitt ranked 45th nation-
ally. This category is based on 
standardizing the scores of three 
variables: The ratio of quality to 
price accounted for 60 percent of 
the overall score; the percentage 
of all undergraduates receiving 
need-based grants accounted for 
25 percent, and the average dis-

count accounted for 15 percent.
In the case of public institu-

tions in this category, 2010-11 out-
of-state tuition and percentage of 
out-of-state students receiving 
need-based scholarships or grants 
were used in all calculations.

The ratio of quality to price 
takes into account a school’s aca-
demic quality based on its overall 
score rank nationally and the 
2010-11 net cost of attendance 
for an out-of-state student who 
receives the average level of need-
based financial aid.

The need-based aid factor 
is the percentage of all out-of-
state undergraduates receiving 
need-based scholarships or grants 
during the 2010-11 academic year, 
with the higher the percentage the 
better. At Pitt, 41 percent of out-
of-state undergraduates received 
need-based aid.

The average discount is the 
percentage of a school’s total 
costs (tuition, room and board, 
fees, books and other expenses) 
that is covered by the average 
need-based scholarship or grant 
to undergraduates. Pitt’s discount 
score was 73 percent.

• In the economic diversity cat-
egory, which shows the percentage 
of all undergraduates receiving 
federal Pell grants for low-income 
students, 33 percent of all Pitt 
undergraduates received Pell 
grants, tying the University for 
155th among national universities.

According to the magazine, 
Pell grant percentages were 
calculated using 2009-10 school 
year data on the number of Pell 
grant recipients collected by the 
U.S. Department of Education 
and fall 2009 total undergraduate 
enrollment collected from the 
colleges themselves. U.S. News 
noted, “Many experts say that 
Pell figures are the best available 
gauge of how many low-income 
undergrads there are on a given 
campus.”

• In the campus ethnic diversity 
category, Pitt scored 0.29 (with 
1.0 as the highest score) on the 
magazine’s diversity index, tying 
for 185th among all national 
universities.

According to the magazine, 
the diversity index is designed to 
“identify colleges where students 
are most likely to encounter 
undergraduates from racial or 
ethnic groups different from their 
own.” To arrive at the index, U.S. 
News factors in the total propor-
tion of minority students, exclud-
ing international students, drawn 

from data from each institution’s 
2009-10 school year student body.

• Pitt’s 58 percent acceptance 
rate tied for 100th lowest nation-
ally.

The regional campuses
According to U.S. News offi-

cials, Pitt’s regional campuses were 
not considered for ranking this 
year because they are accredited 
under the University’s accredita-
tion and should not be considered 
as separate entities as they have 
been in the past.

U.S. News has been incon-
sistent over the years in ranking 
Pitt’s regional campuses. For the 
last four years, for example, Pitt-
Johnstown and Pitt-Bradford 
were ranked among the regional 
colleges in the northern region, 
while Pitt-Greensburg was not 
considered by the magazine.

Pitt-Greensburg was dropped 
in the Best Colleges 2007 (pub-
lished in August 2006) edition of 
U.S. News because of incomplete 
data, Robert J. Morse, director 
of data research at U.S. News & 
World Report, told the University 
Times at the time. In the 2008 and 
2009 editions, Pitt-Greensburg 
was not ranked because the 
campus does not have a separate 
accreditation, Morse told the 
University Times in 2008.

Thus, including Pitt-John-
stown and Pitt-Bradford in the 
2009 and 2010 rankings was an 
oversight, Morse acknowledged, 
since those campuses also are 
accredited under the University’s 
accreditation and that, under that 
tenet, they likewise should not 
have been included. For example, 
Penn State’s satellite campuses 
have been unranked for that 
reason.

“It was our intention to remove 
[UPB and UPJ] from the rankings 
[in the 2010 edition],” Morse told 
the University Times in 2009. 
“This was an oversight.”

For the Best Colleges 2011 
edition (published in 2010), U.S. 
News chose to maintain the status 
quo from the previous year and to 
include Pitt-Bradford and Pitt-
Johnstown, pending the release 
of the new Carnegie Foundation 
classifications, Morse said. “We’re 
going to use the new classifications 
as a catalyst to re-look at all the 
schools.”

Pitt-Titusville, primarily a 
two-year institution, never has 
been included in the U.S. News 
rankings.
—Peter Hart                             n

tower of [the Oakland] Chil-
dren’s Hospital,” Innocenti said. 
Those labs and clinicians will be 
relocated to a renovated Rangos 
Research Center, a nine-story 
building at Fifth Avenue and 
McKee Place.

A second project is relocat-
ing radiology personnel and 
equipment from what remains of 
Children’s, he said. “A significant 
portion of our radiology [depart-
ment], the main core — CTs, 
MRIs — is in the Children’s facil-
ity. We have implemented a plan 

to move them back into the main 
Presby hospital.”

David Jaeger of the architec-
tural firm Harley Ellis Devereaux 
described additional elements of 
the proposed plan. Prior to razing 
the remainder of Children’s, 
UPMC plans to build a four-
story mixed-use building on top 
of the Montefiore parking deck 
at Terrace and Darragh streets. 
“The purpose of that is intended 
[to house] whatever other func-
tions and occupants are left at 
Children’s,” he said.

At that point, “what’s left of 
Children’s will be torn down and 
a new facility will be put in its 
place,” Jaeger said.

That new building’s entrance 
will be on Fifth Avenue, but set 
back enough from the sidewalk 
to preserve some of the current 
green space at Fifth and DeSoto, 
which has received a lot of positive 
feedback from the community, 
he said.

“This new facility will be pri-
marily for nursing and patient beds 
and in-patient care,” Jaeger said.

As part of the plan, UPMC 
has commissioned a traffic and 
parking study, which is expected to 
be completed within a few weeks. 
One of the components of that 
study, officials said, is expected to 
be a recommendation to create “a 
UPMC Oakland campus loop,” by 
creating a one-way corridor from 
Forbes Avenue at Meyran Avenue 
to Lothrop Street up to Terrace 
Street, and a one-way corridor 
from Terrace down to Forbes 
via Darragh Street and McKee 
Place. Currently, both Darragh 
and Lothrop are two-way streets. 
Victoria Street, which connects 
Darragh and Lothrop, would 
remain two-way, as would DeSoto 
Street, officials said.

Currently, there is no timetable 
for any of the new construction, 
they added.
—Peter Hart                             n

For the 13th consecutive 
year, UPMC has been named 
one of the 100 “Most Wired” 
health systems in the country, 
the only organization to earn 
that distinction, according to 
Hospitals & Health Networks, 
the journal of the American 
Hospital Association.

The 13th annual Most Wired 
survey included more than 1,300 
hospitals and health systems 
across the country and measured 
the use of technology in clinical 
quality and safety, business and 
administrative functions, ambu-
latory and community services.

UPMC also is one of the 

UPMC again receives
“Most Wired” honors

winners of the 2011 Most 
Wired Innovator Awards for 
its development of eVisits, a 
web-based system for providing 
secure “electronic house calls” 
to patients. This approach to 
health care is available to patients 
of most UPMC primary care 
physicians and provides a safe, 
convenient and cost-effective 
alternative to in-person visits 
or phone calls for more than 
20 conditions. eVisits, using 
physician-created, structured 
questionnaires, are integrated 
into UPMC’s electronic medical 
records to help ensure continuity 
of patient care.                             n  
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Chancellor pleads Pitt’s 
case to state legislators
attributed to state cuts and $30 
million tied to what Nordenberg 
called “unavoidable increases in 
the cost of doing business.” 

The result has included an 8.5 
percent tuition increase, reduced 
spending on deferred maintenance 
and cuts to academic and student 
life initiatives, library resources 
and seed money for research, 
Nordenberg said. 

He noted that academic and 
administrative unit leaders have 
been assigned budget cuts, and pay 
increases for many employees have 
been delayed. In July, Pitt’s trust-
ees increased the salary pool by 2 
percent, but raises for employees 
who earn more than $40,000 are 
being deferred until Jan. 1. (See 
July 21 University Times.)

“A real concern, with other 
recent salary freezes and changes 
to some of our benefits plans, [is 
that] our competitive compensa-
tion position already is deteriorat-
ing. We do compete with the very 
best universities in the country — 
public and private — for faculty 
and staff,” Nordenberg told the 
legislators.

“This past budget, we were 

told, was driven by math. Put 
simply, there was a huge budget 
deficit to close. Time was short, 
those in charge essentially needed 
to make cuts wherever they could 
find the money. But this is a new 

budget-building year. Hopefully 
and consistent with this hearing, it 
can be a year in which more careful 
thought can be given to the long-
term consequences in charting the 
path we will be traveling together.”

Nordenberg traced the Uni-
versity’s progress in the 45 years 
since it became a state-related 
institution. 

What could not have been 
anticipated, he said, “is the 
extent to which the impact of its 

Joining the university leaders 
in addressing the appropria-
tions committee on campus 

were Molly S. Stieber, Pitt Student 
Government Board (SGB) presi-
dent; biological sciences profes-
sor Graham Hatfull; Board of 
Trustees chair Stephen R. Tritch; 
computational and systems biol-
ogy professor D. Lansing Taylor, 
who directs Pitt’s Drug Discovery 
Institute, and Dennis Yablonsky, 
CEO of the Allegheny Conference 
on Community Development.

Undergraduate research
Biological sciences professor 

Graham Hatfull emphasized the 
important role research plays in 
undergraduate education.

“When many students go 
to college or university, they’re 
taught by teachers or professors 
who have read the book. When 
students come to the University 
of Pittsburgh, they get taught by 
professors who wrote the book,” 
he said.

That is important not only for 
the quality of information, but 
also because students can look up 
to these faculty members as role 
models for success, he said.

Hatfull said Pitt provides real 
opportunities for undergradu-
ates to work alongside scientists 
in “cutting-edge, boundary-
breaking, well-funded research. 
… Students are not just washing 
bottles … they are sitting shoul-
der-to-shoulder with professors, 
with graduate students, with post-
doctoral researchers, professional 
scientists and participating in the 
thrill of discovery. They are not 
mere watchers of the process; 
they’re participants,” he said. As 
such, students can be co-authors 
of peer-reviewed scientific articles. 

“For that to work, it’s impor-
tant that the research infrastruc-
ture is strong,” he said. It gains 
that strength through well-trained 
faculty who can bring in external 

funding to support that infra-
structure. 

At  the  same  time,  Pitt’s 
research is enhanced by under-
graduate involvement, Hatfull 
said, creating a “cycle of reinforce-
ment” that strengthens both the 
quality of the research and the 
quality of the students who enroll.

“We see it everyday in their 
inquisitiveness, their curiosity and 
their ambition. They come in and 
they are unafraid to join a research 
lab early on and publish the papers 
that advance the research mission 
and help to bring in those addi-
tional external funds.” 

Hatfull said the teaching envi-
ronment has changed. Students 
used to come to school to sit and 
listen to professors who would 
teach facts. “Content was king,” 
he said. Today, that content can 
be accessed with a few clicks of 
a mouse, or via an iPhone. But 
strong research institutions like 
Pitt have a competitive edge in 
attracting the best undergraduates 
“because we can move away from 
teaching them about content or 
facts. We can teach them about 
process, about how we understand, 
how data support conclusions, 
how it is that we say that we know 
these things that we say we know.

“I think students simply get 
to learn more and differently 
and in ways that are specifically 
beneficial to the workplace to 
which they transition once they 
graduate from the University of 
Pittsburgh,” he said.

CMU President Jared L. 
Cohon told legislators that many 
states, forced to pinch pennies in 
difficult budget circumstances, 
may be tempted to direct funding 
away from research universities 
and toward other institutions in 
hopes of getting more education 
out of their dollars. 

“There’s a real false economy 
there,” he cautioned. 

“One of the things about 

undergraduate education at a 
research university: … That 
education, above all other kinds 
of undergraduate education, 
prepares students for the kind of 
hypercompetitive, innovation-
based economy that we have to 
be successful in if we’re going to 
survive.”

Student concerns
SGB’s Molly Stieber testi-

fied that, as the youngest of four 
siblings, affordability was an 
important consideration when she 
chose a college. 

“In my opinion, and in the 
opinion of many other Pitt stu-
dents, $30,000-$40,000 a year 
for an out-of-state or private 
education is hard to justify when 
there is an opportunity to receive 
in-state tuition and a top-of-the-
line education at Pitt,” she said.

Stieber noted that in 2009-10, 
23 percent of all Pitt students 
received Pennsylvania Higher 
Education Assistance Agency 
grants averaging $2,989. “If we 
do not work hard to keep tuition 
costs affordable, I guarantee many 
of these hardworking students 
will not be able to return to the 
University,” she said.

“We represent the future of 
this commonwealth. The debt 
that students have already endured 
to attend this institution is more 
than enough,” she said, noting 
that for members of the 2010 
graduating class who borrowed 
money for school, the average 
debt was $26,612. 

Lower in-state tuition makes 
Pitt more accessible to Pennsylva-
nia students, she said. “However, if 
you continue to reduce our fund-
ing, I guarantee you that Pennsyl-
vania students will be driven away 
from the state and will most likely 
not return post-graduation,” she 
told the Senate committee.

“We need to invest now in the 
students of Pennsylvania if we 

can ever hope to achieve a suc-
cessful, prosperous, opportunistic 
and limitless future for the state 
of Pennsylvania,” Stieber said. 
“Students at Pitt are the future 
of Pennsylvania and to achieve 
this incredible future, we cannot 
balance our debt on the backs of 
Pennsylvania’s and the country’s 
finest students.”

Business arguments
Trustees chair Stephen Tritch 

echoed Stieber’s sentiments, tell-
ing legislators how the lower in-
state tuition that came with Pitt’s 
transition to state-related status 
enabled him to pursue his engi-
neering degree at the University. 
He expressed concern over the 
current state funding cuts that 
“seem to be abandoning the next 
generation of students with high 
potential from families of modest 
means,” he said.

Tritch, who went on to a career 
at Westinghouse that culminated 
in becoming chairman and CEO, 
also spoke to the University’s value 
as a source of employees for local 
companies and an impetus for 
drawing and keeping corporations 
in the region. 

“That pipeline of well-edu-
cated Pitt talent is a key factor in 
Westinghouse’s ongoing success,” 
he said, noting that Pitt and Penn 
State graduates make up the bulk 
of the company’s hiring. 

In addition, he said, when other 
regions were courting Westing-
house as the company sought a 
new corporate home, the presence 
of Pitt as a source of talent and as 
a research partner was a factor in 
the company’s decision to remain 
in the Pittsburgh area. 

“The presence of Pitt is a pow-
erfully positive factor for many 
companies in the region,” he said, 
urging the legislators to make the 
restoration of more reasonable 
appropriations a high priority.  

Dennis Yablonsky of the 

Allegheny Conference on Eco-
nomic Development testified to 
the critical role local universities 
played in diversifying the region’s 
economy over the past 30 years and 
in contributing to the livability of 
the Pittsburgh area.

Research collaborations and 
innovations have spawned startup 
companies and drawn a cluster of 
life science and biotech activity to 
the region, he said. 

“I understand the challenge 
that you all faced last year on the 
budget and I understand you will 
probably face a similar challenge 
in the next year,” Yablonsky told 
legislators. Commending them 
for balancing the state budget, he 
said the next big step in strategy 
must be job creation and economic 
growth.

“Funding for public universi-
ties has to be considered as part 
of all that,” he said.  “These kinds 
of strategic investments can make 
a difference.” 

Research collaborations
D. Lansing Taylor of Pitt’s 

Drug Discovery Institute enumer-
ated several examples of research 
collaborations that have resulted 
in the founding of companies as 
university-based technologies 
were brought to the marketplace. 

Taylor, who left an academic 
position at CMU to found Cel-
lomics and Cellumen before 
returning to academia last year, 
said Pittsburgh’s reputation as an 
academic center and a source of 
an educated workforce was key in 
keeping Cellomics in the region 
when early investors from the 
West Coast sought to locate the 
company in California. 

Pennsylvania’s economic 
future is tied to the technical 
developments of major academic 
institutions, Taylor said. “We must 
keep this engine running and run-
ning strongly.”
—Kimberly K. Barlow            n

What others had to say

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

work would become so central to 
regional economic development.” 

In that time, Nordenberg 
said, Pitt has awarded 287,000 
degrees and faculty have attracted 
$10.5 billion in research grants. 
Research expenditures rose from 
less than $23 million 45 years ago 
to more than $800 million cur-
rently, Nordenberg said, adding 
that research expenditures sup-
port some 29,000 local jobs and 
that Pitt attracts more than $5.50 

in research funding for every 
dollar of the state appropriation 
it receives. 

In addition, education and 
health services is the Pittsburgh 
region’s largest industry sector, 
employing one in five local work-
ers.

However, Nordenberg said, 
“Even extraordinary returns of 
this type don’t drive state invest-
ments. This is true whether those 

Mary Jane Bent

Chancellor Mark A. Nor-
denberg, Student Gov-
ernment Board President 
Molly Stieber, faculty 
member Graham Hatfull 
of biological sciences and 
Board of Trustees chair 
Stephen R. Tritch were 
among the speakers who 
presented testimony at 
the state Senate appropri-
ations committee hearing 
on campus.
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returns are measured arithmeti-
cally, by dollars generated that 
flow through the local economy, 
or in more human terms, by lives 
enhanced through the power 
of education or lives improved 
through the products of research 
or lives fulfilled by the opportu-
nity to hold a job and engage in 
meaningful work.”

Nordenberg told the commit-
tee that the cuts the University has 
endured aren’t fair or appropriate, 
given the return on investment 
Pitt provides, nor are they good 
for the state’s future. 

“It does seem as if everyone 
felt trapped by the numbers last 
year,” Nordenberg said, adding 
that the discussion needs to turn 
toward longer-term directions 
for restoring higher education 
funding. 

“We’d like to have a discussion 
on the appropriate path to restora-
tion” as the state’s revenue picture 
becomes clearer, he said. 

Higher ed vouchers?
Committee member Jay Costa 

(D-43) asked Nordenberg about 
the impact of moving to a student 
voucher-type system in funding 
for higher education.

The issue, Nordenberg said, 
“has a naturally divisive potential.” 
In arguing against the approach, 
Nordenberg clarified that he is 
not speaking against independent 
institutions of higher education 
nor against financial aid for stu-
dents. 

“Sometimes when you hear 
‘dollars follow the students’, the 
language has such a superficial 
appeal that you almost sit back 
and become reluctant to criticize 
it, but I do think such an approach 

is fundamentally flawed for a range 
of reasons,” Nordenberg said.

“If this really is the higher edu-
cation equivalent of the voucher 
systems that have been proposed 
in basic education, those systems 
almost always are grounded in the 
argument that they are designed to 
help students who are prisoners in 
low-performing school districts. 

“Well, there are no prisoners 
in higher education and certainly 
there are not performance prob-
lems of that type within public 
higher education,” Nordenberg 
said. “America’s public research 
universities remain the envy of 
the world.” 

The approach also ignores 
the contributions made by public 
universities and the scale that is 
needed to deliver on those con-
tributions, the chancellor said. 
“Think about what it takes to 
attract $800 million in research 
support every year. You need a 
large, strong university. If you 
took the state support from the 
University of Pittsburgh that’s 
helped build us into an institu-
tion that can attract those kinds 
of funds and spread it out to 100 
other universities, it’s not as if each 
of them would return 1/100th of 
that amount to the economy of 
western Pennsylvania or would 
make the kind of contributions 
to the future strength of society, 
when it comes to that part of our 
mission.”

It makes sense to concentrate 
investments in institutions that 
can deliver on their assigned goals, 
Nordenberg said, adding that the 
same likely is true for community 
colleges, which provide vocational 
programs or remedial education. 

“I have never heard anyone 

explain how the math works,” 
Nordenberg said. In comparison 
to the tuition differential offered 
today, “No matter how you work 
the numbers, it almost always 
works to the disadvantage of the 
students.” 

He also pointed out the recent 
“messes and controversies” in fed-
eral funding for higher education. 
Although there is an appeal to the 
idea that students be free to invest 
money for education wherever 
they wish, “What we have seen 
from the federal experience is 
that students, subjected to the 
right kinds of marketing, are often 
likely to invest those dollars in pro-
grams for which they may not be 
particularly suited, in institutions 
that do not have reputations for 
quality, and end up without having 
productive alternatives in life after 

having traveled down that path.”
Nordenberg said, “If you’re 

investing in Pitt students through 
your investments in the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh, you really are 
helping high-quality students who 
already have demonstrated their 
commitment to work or they 
wouldn’t have built the records 
that got them admitted in the 
first place. And they’re earning 
degrees from an institution that 
is respected,” he said, an advan-
tage that will give them a leg up 
on future opportunities as they 
embark on their careers.

Sen. Jim Ferlo (D-38), minor-
ity vice chair, asked whether a posi-
tion paper on the issue was being 
developed, adding that he would 
find such information helpful.

Nordenberg said, “We are pre-
pared to step forward and analyze 

as well as argue as that becomes 
appropriate.”

In comments later in the 
hearing, Carnegie Mellon Uni-
versity President Jared L. Cohon 
provided the committee with 
additional perspective on the 
issue. Noting that one of the argu-
ments for vouchers is to promote 
competition among colleges and 
universities, “You have no idea 
how competitive we are,” he told 
the senators. 

“Universities beat each other’s 
brains out all the time – not just 
on the football field … but in 
every other way: competing for 
students; for faculty; for research 
funding; for philanthropic dol-
lars; for prizes; for notoriety; for 
prestige,” he said.

“It’s got to be the most com-
petitive industry you can imagine. 
So the idea we need a new funding 
scheme to promote competition 
doesn’t ring true.”

Impact of ongoing 
appropriation reductions

In light of the fact that the 
state-related schools have been 
reduced to 1995-level appro-
priations, minority chair Hughes 
inquired about how that level of 
funding might cripple the Univer-
sity’s mission in the future. 

“If we held to the status quo, it 
would be a lot better than another 
year of disproportionate cuts. But 
it still would put us in a position 
where we would be squeezed in 
very significant ways,” Norden-
berg said. 

In addition to maintaining 
the University’s employment 
base and keeping tuition levels 
“reasonable,” the chancellor said 
the University would like to be 
involved in the kinds of public 
outreach consistent with its tradi-
tion. “Those are things, too, that 
it’s very difficult to turn to students 
and say, ‘There are 1,000 special-
needs patients in the dental clinic 
and we just lost the funding. Can 
we make that up through tuition 
increases?’ Clearly we can’t. It’s a 
package of pressures and a package 
of problems that will continue.” 
—Kimberly K. Barlow            n

Editor’s note: Links to participants’ 
prepared comments can be found at 
www.progress.pitt.edu/.

    

Mary Jane Bent/CIDDE

Chancellor Mark A. Nordenberg testified on the impact of state budget cuts to Pitt and other insti-
tutions of higher education at the Senate appropriations committee hearing on campus last week.

State Senate appropriations committee members listen to testimony at a hearing that drew an audience of more than 100 people to 
the Connolly Ballroom in Alumni Hall.

Mary Jane Bent/CIDDE
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Students and faculty who use CourseWeb/Blackboard
will notice faster editing tools and easier navigation since 

the University of Pittsburgh upgraded to version 9.1. 
Bb9.1 provides more user-friendly tools teamed with 

fewer mouse clicks and improved features.

Blackboard 9.1 is now at Pitt!
Blackboard Upgrade Provides Easier Editing

For more information visit the CourseWeb/Bb9 Support Site:

www.cidde.pitt.edu/bb9.

Question: When should 
a faculty member not 
be treated as a faculty 

member? 
Answer: When said faculty 

member also is enrolled as a 
student.

That dual status of faculty 
member-student, and by exten-
sion staff member-student, was 
the crux of a discussion at the 
Sept. 6 Faculty Assembly meeting, 
where members pondered why the 
University does not extend the 
rights and privileges of a student to 
faculty and staff who are enrolled 
in classes.

Assembly member Linda Hart-
man said that last spring term 
she was denied access to printing 
at the student computer lab in 
Sutherland Hall, which requires 
a student ID card, even though 
she was enrolled in classes and had 
paid the student computing fee.

That anecdote kicked off a 
discussion about whether the 
University should issue separate 
student ID cards to enrolled 
employees or otherwise amend 
the identification system to afford 
those employees access to stu-
dent discounts for athletic event 
tickets, Pitt Arts events and other 
bargains, both within and outside 
the University.

Similarly, Assembly members 
noted an imbalance favoring fac-
ulty and staff who enjoy free Port 
Authority rides that are financed 
largely through the student trans-
portation fee.

University Senate President 
Michael Pinsky said, “I believe 
this is an important question. The 
people who have dual responsibili-
ties, for us it’s faculty and student, 
but it could be staff and student, 
what is their status with regard 
to printing and other privileges?

“I do believe that if you’re a 
student, you should have the rights 
and privileges of a student, regard-
less of any other status. Period,” 
he continued. “No matter how old 
you are, you still should get all the 
benefits. Unless there’s something 
I’m missing.”

Pinsky cautioned that he was 
not arguing for a one-size-fits-
all approach to all privileges, 
because there are differences 
established by Pitt’s administra-
tion for faculty status, staff status 
and student status. For example, he 
said, administrators decided that 
students only are allowed to use 
workout facilities in the Petersen 
Events Center, while faculty and 
staff only are eligible to purchase 
a membership for the University 
Club fitness facilities.

He said he would ask the Pro-
vost’s office to clarify the policies 
governing University dual status 
and will report at the next Faculty 
Assembly meeting on Oct. 4.

In other Assembly business:
• Alexandros Labrinidis, chair 

of the Senate computer usage 
committee, reported that Com-
puting Services and Systems 
Development has launched the 
opt-in system for employees who 
want to receive general University 
mass mailings by email instead of 
in paper form. (See May 12 Uni-
versity Times.)

The system is accessed via the 
Read Green link on the My Profile 
page on the Pitt portal. 

• Martha Ann Terry, co-chair 
of the Senate community relations 
committee (CRC), reported that 
the Nov. 10 Senate fall plenary ses-
sion will focus on “Community/
Campus Partnerships for Health 
and Wellness.”

• Pinsky said that Rush Miller, 
director of the University Library 

System and Hillman University 
Librarian, is expected to report 
on the status of Pitt’s open-access 
scholarship repository at the next 
Faculty Assembly meeting. That 
presentation will launch a series of 
discussions for Assembly member 
input, Pinsky said.

Miller and Pinsky are mem-
bers of the University-wide task 
force that was charged last spring 
to make policy and procedure 
recommendations subject to the 
approval of Faculty Assembly and 
Senate Council.

(See April 15 and 29 University 
Times.)

• Pinsky charged all 15 of the 
Senate standing committees with 
reviewing their mission state-
ments, which he said had not 
been done formally in three years. 
Revisions to committee mission 
statements must be approved by 
Faculty Assembly.

Each committee also will be 
asked to report on its activities at 
one Assembly meeting this year. 

• Due to room scheduling con-
flicts, Assembly meetings on Nov. 
1, Nov. 29 and June 5 will be held 
in 2700 Posvar Hall. The other 
monthly meetings will be held 
in Ballroom A, University Club. 

• Pinsky announced that 
Assembly meetings no longer 
would include complimentary 
refreshments, due to budget 
constraints. 

“It’s a small but appropriate 
cost-cutting step,” he said.
—Peter Hart                             n

What are rights of faculty & 
staff who also are students?

UPMC has established a new 
specialty clinic that will offer early 
lung cancer screening using low-
dose helical CT scanning. That 
technique was proven in a national 
trial to reduce deaths because 
tumors were detected early when 
treatment is more effective.

The Lung Nodule Clinic is 
intended to screen current and 
former heavy smokers, said Chris-
topher Faber, medical director of 
the UPMC Comprehensive Lung 
Center. Smoking remains the 
leading cause of lung cancer, the 
most common cancer in adults. 

“Patients will be evaluated to 
see if they are candidates for the 
screening test,” Faber explained. 
“If they are, they will participate 
in a one-hour, eight-person, 
group-educational session led by 
a nurse coordinator, followed by 
a low-dose helical CT scan.” The 
educational session will include 
smoking cessation information. 

A low-dose helical CT scan, 
also referred to as spiral CT, uses 
X-rays to obtain a multiple-image 
scan of the chest during a 7-15-
second breath-hold. Results of 
the CT scan will be sent to the 
patient and the patient’s primary 
care physician. 

This clinic grew out of the 
findings of the National Cancer 
Institute’s national lung screening 
trial, which compared the effects 
of two screening procedures for 
lung cancer — low-dose helical 
CT scans and standard chest 
X-ray — on lung cancer mortal-
ity. The study found 20 percent 

Lung cancer screening clinic set up
fewer lung cancer deaths and a 7 
percent reduction in overall mor-
tality among the trial participants 
who were screened with low-dose 
helical CT.

The lung screening program 
currently is not covered by insur-
ance. The $200 fee includes the 
nurse coordinator-led class, CT 
scan and valet parking.

For more information, call 
1-855/588-6542.                          n

Godzilla escapes from Parran Hall?
Actually, the gaping hole in the Parran Hall auditorium wall is 
part of the renovation and expansion underway at the Gradu-
ate School of Public Health.

Kimberly K. Barlow

UPMC of f i c i a l s  have 
announced a planned outage of 
both the UPMC Health Plan 
member portal and employer 
portal from 7:30 p.m. today (Sept. 
15) until 9 a.m. Sept. 19. 

The portals will be unavail-
able to users during this time. 

During the outage UPMC 
will be upgrading the system’s 
software. 

The secure portals are accessed 
at www.upmchealthplan.com/
login.html.                                n

UPMC 
Health Plan 
portal outage 
planned
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Studio Arts

faculty exhibit

Above: A gallery visitor contemplates “Meaty Abstraction 9” by Barbara 
Weissberger. At right is “You don’t know me, you’ve just seen my penis” 
by Satan’s Camaro, a collaboration between faculty member Lenore 
Thomas and Justin Strom, a University of Maryland faculty member.
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Above: Lenore Thomas’s “The Sunrise is Like Being in 
Love (#1)”

Above: Anna Divinsky’s “Blub-
bers”

At left: “ISIS 17: One2” by 
Michael Morrill

At right: Julie Stunden’s “South 
African Birds Squared”

The Department of Studio Arts faculty art exhibit, “On a Lucky 
Day a Surprising Balance of Forms and Spaces Will Appear,” will run 
through Oct. 21 in the University Art Gallery, Frick Fine Arts Build-
ing. The show features the work of 14 faculty members, encompassing 
paintings, drawings, prints, video and mixed media.

Gallery hours are 10 a.m.-4 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Friday and 10 a.m.-7 p.m. on Thursday. The gallery is closed Oct. 
10 during fall break. 

Four artist talks, each beginning at noon, are scheduled in conjunc-
tion with the show: Sept. 21, Paul Glabicki and Scott Turri; Sept. 28, 
Kenneth Batista and Julie Stunden; Oct. 5, Delanie Jenkins and Barbara 
Weissberger, and Oct. 12, Aaron Henderson and Michael Morrill.

For additional information visit www.studioarts.pitt.edu or call 
412/648-2430.
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Studio Arts

faculty exhibit
The Department of Studio Arts faculty art exhibit, “On a Lucky 

Day a Surprising Balance of Forms and Spaces Will Appear,” will run 
through Oct. 21 in the University Art Gallery, Frick Fine Arts Build-
ing. The show features the work of 14 faculty members, encompassing 
paintings, drawings, prints, video and mixed media.

Gallery hours are 10 a.m.-4 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Friday and 10 a.m.-7 p.m. on Thursday. The gallery is closed Oct. 
10 during fall break. 

Four artist talks, each beginning at noon, are scheduled in conjunc-
tion with the show: Sept. 21, Paul Glabicki and Scott Turri; Sept. 28, 
Kenneth Batista and Julie Stunden; Oct. 5, Delanie Jenkins and Barbara 
Weissberger, and Oct. 12, Aaron Henderson and Michael Morrill.

For additional information visit www.studioarts.pitt.edu or call 
412/648-2430.

Kimberly K. Barlow Kimberly K. Barlow

Kimberly K. Barlow
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Above: “Self Portrait with Gladiolas” by Stephen Hankin

Above: “Hornets’ Nest” by JoAnna 
Commandaros

At left: “The River Bank” by Scott 
Turri

At right: A reception 
guest views the video 
installation “Para-
bolic Fountain Music” 
by Aaron Henderson 
with sound by Univer-
sity of Virginia faculty 
member Ted Coffey.
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R E S E A R C H   N O T E S The University Times 
Research Notes column 
reports on funding awarded 
to Pitt researchers and find-
ings arising from University 
research. 

We welcome submis-
sions from all areas of the 
University. Submit informa-
tion via email to: utimes@
pitt.edu, by fax to 412/624-
4579 or by campus mail to 
308 Bellefield Hall. 

For submission guide-
lines, visit www.umc.pitt.
edu/utimes/deadlines.html 
online.

Deaths, strokes 
halt stent study 

a stroke in the same area of the 
brain from 30 days to the end 
of follow-up. Investigators had 
hypothesized that compared to 
intensive medical therapy alone, 
the addition of an intracranial 
stenting system would decrease 
the risk of a stroke or death by 35 
percent over two years.

Instead they found that 14.7 
percent of patients (33) in the 
stenting group experienced a 
stroke or died within the first 30 
days after enrollment, compared 
with 5.8 percent (13) of patients 
treated with medical therapy 
alone. There were five stroke-
related deaths within 30 days, all 
in the stenting group, and one 
non-stroke-related death in the 
medical management group. 

During a follow-up period of 
just less than one year, 20.5 percent 
of patients in the stenting group 
and 11.5 percent of patients in 
the medical group had a stroke 
or death, or a stroke in the same 
area of the brain beyond 30 days, 
a highly significant difference in 
favor of the patients in the study’s 
medical group. 

Based on these data, the Data 
and Safety Monitoring Board 
recommended that the National 
Institute of Neurological Disor-
ders and Stroke stop enrollment, 
and the NIH issued a clinical 
alert. All patients will continue 
to be followed for two years to 
determine the long-term effects 
of both interventions.

One possible explanation 
for the higher stroke rate in the 
group that got a stent, which 
self-expands to widen a major 
artery in the brain to facilitate 
blood flow, is that patients who 
have had recent stroke symptoms 
sometimes have unstable plaque 
in their arteries that the stent 
could have dislodged, researchers 
suggested. The study device, the 
Gateway-Wingspan intracranial 
angioplasty and stenting system, 
is the only system currently 
approved by the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) for 
certain high-risk stroke patients. 
The authors noted that although 
similar stenting systems that do 
not have FDA approval are being 
used in clinical practice, they did 
not evaluate those devices in this 
study.

The researchers also empha-
sized that the study participants 
were in the highest risk category, 
with blockage or narrowing of 
arteries of 70-99 percent. Stroke 
patients with moderate cerebral 
arterial blockage (50-69 percent) 
were excluded because their risk 
of stroke is low with usual medi-
cal management, and researchers 
thought this group would be 
unlikely to benefit from stenting.

Tudor G. Jovin, director of 
the UPMC Stroke Institute and 
co-principal investigator at the 
UPMC study site, said, “One of 
the most important observations 
from SAMMPRIS is that in keep-
ing with findings from multiple 
other cardiovascular trials, the 
great progress in terms of event 
reduction achieved in the past 
decade by medical therapy also 
applies to symptomatic intra-
cranial atherosclerotic disease. 
Therefore, for patients who met 
SAMMPRIS eligibility criteria, 
we found that aggressive medi-
cal therapy regimens, similar to 
those used in SAMMPRIS, were 

superior to angioplasty and stent-
ing with the Gateway balloon and 
Wingspan stent system.”

Participants’ intensive medi-
cal management included a daily 
dosage of 325 milligrams of aspi-
rin and 75 milligrams a day of 
clopidogrel (used to prevent blood 
clots) for 90 days, and aggressive 
management of key stroke risk 
factors — high blood pressure 
and high levels of low density 
lipoprotein (LDL), the unhealthy 
form of cholesterol. 

All patients also participated in 
a lifestyle modification program 
focused on quitting smoking, 
increasing exercise and control-
ling diabetes and cholesterol.

Vivek K. Reddy, a faculty 
member in neurology and medical 
director for hospital information 
technology, also is a co-principal 
investigator at the UPMC study 
site. 

The National Institute of Neu-
rological Disorders and Stroke 
funded the trial.                           

Some grieving 
kids need 
extra help 

School of Medicine research-
ers reported in the September 
issue of the Archives of General 
Psychiatry that 40 percent of chil-
dren who lose a parent to sudden 
death will require intervention 
to prevent prolonged grief and 
possible depression. 

Lead author Nadine M. 
Melhem, a psychiatry faculty 
member, said, “The death of a 
parent is consistently rated as one 
of the most stressful events a child 
can experience; however, little is 

known about the course of grief 
and its effects on children. With 
our research, we are hoping to 
gain greater understanding of 
grief reactions so that we can 
better design treatments to relieve 
the burden of grief in bereaved 
children.”

Building upon their prior find-
ings, the researchers studied 182 
children ages 7-18 whose parent 
died from suicide, accident or 
sudden natural deaths. They found 
that more than half of the children 
were able to cope with their grief 
within one year of the loss of their 
parent. However, the course of 
grief was shown to be more dif-
ficult for some children, with 30 
percent showing a more gradual 
easing of their symptoms and 
about 10 percent displaying high 
and prolonged grief for nearly 
three years after their parents 
died. Those children with pro-
longed grief reaction also showed 
increased incidents of depression.

The researchers previously 
noted increased rates of psychiat-
ric disorders in the parents prior 
to their deaths, not only among 
those who died from suicide but 
also those who died from accident 
and sudden natural death, suggest-
ing a pre-existing vulnerability in 
their children that puts them at 
higher risk for adverse psychiatric 
outcomes following their deaths.

The research team also exam-
ined the wellbeing of the children’s 
surviving caregivers, as previous 
research consistently has shown 
that it is a significant predictor of 
the children’s overall wellbeing. 
They found that the combination 
of complicated grief in the surviv-
ing parent and in the child were 
particularly strong in predicting 
depression in children up to three 
years after the death.

“These findings have impor-
tant clinical implications for 
intervention and prevention 
efforts,” noted Melhem. “We 
believe it is imperative to assess 
the surviving parent and intervene 
when appropriate to improve the 
outcome of parentally bereaved 
children. Treatment of prolonged 
grief in children may require inter-
ventions that are family focused, 
rather than individually focused. 
Preventive interventions should 
target not only the 10 percent of 
bereaved children with prolonged 
grief, but also the 30 percent with 
increased grief reactions as they 
also showed increased incidents 
of depression.”

Pitt co-authors of the study 
included David A. Brent , 
Giovanna Porta and Monica 
Walker Payne, all of the Depart-
ment of Psychiatry. 

This study was supported by 
the National Institute of Mental 
Health and the American Founda-
tion for Suicide Prevention.          n                      

A nationwide clinical trial 
involving 451 patients at high 
risk for a second stroke has found 
that those who received intensive 
medical treatment had fewer 
strokes and deaths than patients 
who received a brain stent in 
addition to the medical treatment. 

Investigators from UPMC and 
49 other sites around the country 
published the results recently in 
the online edition of the New 
England Journal of Medicine.

New enrollment in the study 
was stopped in April because early 
data showed significantly more 
strokes and deaths in the stented 
patients at the 30-day mark com-
pared to those who received the 
medical management alone.

Researchers involved in the 
NIH Stenting vs. Aggressive Med-
ical Management for Preventing 
Recurrent Stroke in Intracranial 
Stenosis (SAMMPRIS) study 
looked at whether patients had 
a second stroke or died within 
30 days of enrollment, or had 
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Pitt’s green efforts have 
placed the University at 
No. 52 out of 118 institu-

tions in Sierra Magazine’s annual 
list of “coolest schools,” which 
ranks the nation’s colleges and 
universities according to their 
environmental practices and 
sustainability-oriented education.

Pitt scored 60 out of 100 pos-
sible points. The University of 
Washington topped the list with 
81.2 points.

According to the survey 
authors, “The magazine’s ranking 
acts as a guide for prospective stu-
dents who seek a way to compare 
colleges based on commitment to 
environmentalism.”

Laura Zullo, Facilities Man-
agement’s senior manager of 
energy initiatives, said she was 
pleased the University placed in 
the middle of the pack among 
schools interested in sustain-
ability, especially given that this 

A lawsuit filed in 2009 by 
the Pennsylvania Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union 

against a then-Pitt campus police 
officer has been settled, the ACLU 
announced last week. (See Sept. 3, 
2009, University Times.)

Elijah Matheny, who has 
no Pitt affiliation, was arrested 
April 29, 2009, by Pitt police and 
charged with a felony violation 
of state wiretapping laws after 
officers said he acknowledged 
making an audio recording on 
his cell phone of the detention of 

a companion at the scene without 
the officers’ permission. 

Matheny and his companion 
were seeking discarded house-
hold items in a Dumpster near 
Bouquet Gardens when campus 
police arrived. He was arrested 
and initially charged with posses-
sion of an instrument of crime, a 
violation of Matheny’s civil rights, 
the ACLU said.

The Wiretap Act forbids audio 
recording without the consent of 
all parties involved but, the ACLU 
argued, does not apply to record-

ing police or government officials 
in the performance of their duty 
in public settings where they have 
no expectation of privacy.

The federal lawsuit, which 
sought unspecified damages, con-
tended that Matheny was a victim 
of First Amendment retaliation, 
false arrest, false imprisonment 
and malicious prosecution.

Former officer Nicholas 
Mollo, who left the campus police 
force last year, was named as a 
defendant in the lawsuit, along 
with the Allegheny County district 

Suit against former Pitt cop settled attorney’s office, which errone-
ously advised Mollo at the time 
of the incident that “Matheny’s 
actions in taping the officers in 
the manner described violated 
the Pennsylvania Wiretap Act,” 
the ACLU lawsuit stated.

In September 2010, the ACLU 
dropped the district attorney’s 
office as a defendant in exchange 
for its agreement “to issue a memo 
reiterating to district attorneys 
and local police chiefs that record-
ing police officers performing 
their duties in public does not 
violate the Wiretap Act,” the Sept. 
7 ACLU press release stated.

In March, U.S. Magistrate 

Judge Cathy Bissoon dismissed 
charges against Mollo, but the 
ACLU appealed to the 3rd U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals. The 
3rd Circuit dismissed the appeal 
after the ACLU and Mollo settled 
the lawsuit.

According to the ACLU, 
“Pursuant to the settlement, the 
former University of Pittsburgh 
police officer made no admission 
of liability, but agreed to settle 
Matheny’s collective claims of 
damages and attorney’s fees for an 
amount totaling $48,500.”

Pitt officials declined to com-
ment on the settlement.
—Peter Hart                            n

was Pitt’s first year participating 
in the survey.

She said inquiries from faculty 
members who had not seen Pitt 
listed in previous years prompted 
her to complete the survey for this 
year’s ranking.

Zullo provided Pitt’s data for 
the 12-page questionnaire on 
which the magazine’s ranking is 
based, with help from the Mascaro 
Center for Sustainable Innova-
tion, Sodexo and the Parking, 
Transportation and Services and 
Purchasing departments. 

Questions focus on environ-
mental achievements and goals 
in 10 categories, each worth up 
to 10 points.

• Pitt earned a 2.5 in the energy 
supply category, which inquires 
about sources of power and heat-
ing. Scoring in that category takes 
into account renewable energy 
resources, Zullo said, adding 
that although Pitt’s buildings are 

heated solely using natural gas, the 
University’s major electric sup-
plier, Duquesne Light, depends 
heavily on coal-based power 
generation.  

• Pitt earned a 6 in the effi-
ciency category, which asks about 
LEED certification, water recla-
mation and energy efficiency.

• Pitt earned a 5 in the food 
category, which inquired about the 
use of locally grown and organic 
food, availability of vegan/veg-
etarian options and commitment 
to practices such as composting 
and the use of sustainable seafood 
sources.

• Pitt earned a 7 in academ-
ics, which takes into account the 
availability of sustainability or 
environmentally oriented majors, 
courses and centers.  

• Pitt earned an 8 in the 
purchasing category, which rates 
sustainable purchasing prac-
tices, waste minimization, use of 

recycled paper and energy-saving 
equipment.

• Pitt earned a 7.5 in transpor-
tation, which takes into account 
schools’ promotion of walking and 
bicycle commuting, carpooling 
and public transit, the availability 
of free shuttles and use of alterna-
tive fuel vehicles. 

• Pitt earned a 7 in the waste 
management category, which 
asks about waste reduction efforts 
including recycling and compost-
ing. The University reported that 
41.3 percent of Pitt’s campus waste 
was diverted from landfills.

• Pitt earned a 5 in the admin-
istration category, which awards 
points for such practices as includ-
ing sustainability as part of schools’ 
mission statements, commitment 
to greenhouse gas emission 
reductions and the existence of a 
sustainability coordinator and/or 
committee.

• Pitt earned a 2 in the finan-

cial investments category, which, 
in part, awards points to schools 
that have policies for considering 
environmental or sustainability 
factors in their investments. 

• Pitt earned a perfect 10 in 
the catch-all “other initiatives” 
category, in which the University 
cited various projects including 
Falk School’s habitat enhance-
ment and restoration project  (see 
June 23 University Times), indoor 
air quality initiatives, participa-
tion in RecycleMania and other 
sustainability initiatives, and the 
availability of field-based study 
including at the Pymatuning Ecol-
ogy Laboratory and the Allen L. 
Cook Spring Creek Reserve in 
Wyoming, property that was a gift 
to the University in 2005.

The full report, includ-
ing schools’ responses, can be 
viewed at www.sierraclub.org/
sierra/201109/coolschools.
—Kimberly K. Barlow              n

“Green” efforts place Pitt No. 52 in Sierra Magazine rankings
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ing the care of those acutely ill and 
injured by developing actionable 
approaches to enhance care and 
recovery. 

  Paris was the first direc-
tor of Pitt’s affiliated residency 
in emergency medicine, where 
he established the nation’s first 
physician emergency response 
program, through which doctors 
provide emergency care alongside 
City of Pittsburgh paramedics. 
He also was one of the founders 
of the National Association of 
Emergency Medical Service Phy-
sicians, a professional organization 
dedicated to the advancement 
of out-of-hospital emergency 
medicine.

  • Michael Boninger, chief 
of the Division 
of Orthopaedic 
Foot and Ankle 
Surgery, chair 
of the School 
of Medicine’s 
Department of 
Physical Medi-
cine and Reha-
bilitation and 

director of the UPMC Rehabilita-
tion Institute, was chosen by the 
American Paraplegia Society 
(APS) section of the Academy of 
Spinal Cord Professionals as the 
A. Estin Comarr Award winner 
for 2011. This award is given to 
an APS member who has demon-
strated exceptional accomplish-
ment in the clinical care of persons 
with spinal cord injury.

  • Kim Crawford of the 
Department of 
Sports Medicine 
and Nutrition, 
School of Health 
and Rehabilita-
tion Sciences, 
won the 2011 
Pennsy lvania 
Dietetic Asso-

P E O P L E   O F   T H E   T I M E S

Ron Binder, associate dean 
of student affairs 
and director of 
judicial affairs 
at the Bradford 
campus ,  has 
been elected as 
co-chair of the 
Fraternity and 
Sorority Knowl-
edge Commu-
nity of NASPA, an association 
for the advancement, health and 
sustainability of the student affairs 

Elsie R. Broussard
A memorial service will be held 

at 11 a.m. today, Sept. 15, at John 
A. Freyvogel Funeral Home, 4900 
Centre Ave., for Elsie R. Brous-
sard, professor emerita of public 
health psychiatry and clinical 
associate professor of psychiatry 
in the School of Medicine. 

Broussard, 87,  died of a heart 
attack Sept. 12, 2011, while driving 
in Shadyside.

A reception at the Pittsburgh 
Athletic Association will follow 
the memorial service. 

Broussard earned a bachelor’s 
degree at Louisiana State Univer-
sity in 1942 and went on to earn 
her MD degree there in 1944. 

She also studied at Pitt, earning 
a master’s degree in public health 
in 1962 and a doctoral degree in 
1964, both in maternal and child 
health.

Broussard joined the Pitt fac-
ulty in 1967 as an associate pro-
fessor of public health psychiatry 
and head of the community mental 
health program at the Graduate 
School of Public Health (GSPH) 
and assistant professor of child 
psychiatry in Pitt’s medical school.

She was named a professor of 
public health psychiatry in 1972. 
She served as an associate profes-
sor of child psychiatry, 1974-85, 
then as a professor of psychiatry, 
1985-2003. 

She coordinated the GSPH 
health services program, 1979-83.

Broussard was named GSPH 
professor emerita in 2002. 

A pediatrician and psychiatrist, 
Broussard focused her research 
on maternal-child interactions. 
Among her programs was the 
Pittsburgh First-Born Project, 
a longitudinal study begun in 
1963. The research focused on 
how a mother’s perceptions of her 
newborn impact the child as he or 
she matures. Broussard continued 
to follow the infants for decades, 
continuing to publish on the now 
middle-aged cohort as recently 
as 2010.

She developed the Broussard 
Neonatal Perceptions Inventories, 
an instrument that predicts during 
the first month of life infants 
at high risk for development of 
emotional and developmental 
deviation. 

“Broussard dedicated her life 
to studying how infants bond with 
their parents, especially mothers,” 
said Ravi Sharma, a colleague in 
the Department of Behavioral 
and Community Health Sciences. 
“She was an authority on infant 
bonding and had published a 
number of papers on this subject. 
She was still busy working on her 
research although she had retired 
years ago.” 

Former department chair 
Edmund Ricci, who had been 
Broussard’s colleague for 40 years, 
said she was interested in the pre-

vention of mental illnesses, which 
she felt had origins in early child-
hood. Her research on bonding 
between mothers and newborns 
strove to understand the process 
“and what about it could lead to a 
healthy personality or a damaged 
personality,” he said. 

He counts her among the first 
community psychiatrists who 
work with populations, rather 
than one-on-one with individuals.

Ricci commended Broussard’s 
professionalism and dedication 
to the profession of public health 
as well as her meticulousness in 
research and ethics. 

“She was totally devoted to 
advancing knowledge about 
prevention of illness, and about 

doing public health research that 
could be implemented by public 
health agencies. The way she 
integrated research and teaching 
and moving it into the community 
was an absolute model for the way 
a faculty member in the school of 
public health should work.”

Broussard participated in tele-
conferences and made videos to 
disseminate what she had learned 
from her research, “to get what 
she’d learned out into the com-
munity and get ideas adopted,” 
he said.

Ricci said Broussard kept her 
personal life private. “That was 
part of her professionalism,” but 
as a colleague, he said, she was 
very easy to work with. “She was 
always prepared in meetings, she 
always contributed and she was 
always polite and respectful to 
colleagues.”

In addition, “she was welcom-
ing to students,” he said, noting 
her rare ability to balance teach-
ing, research and moving her 
scholarship into the community. 

Among many professional 
honors and awards, Broussard 
received the American Psychi-
atric Association (APA) Lester 
N. Hofheimer Prize for Out-
standing Research in 1973, and 
the National Mental Health 
Association Lela Rowland Award 
for Prevention Services and the 
Pennsylvania Public Health 

Association Presidential Award 
for Outstanding Contributions in 
the Field of Public Health, both 
in 1983.

She was inducted into the 
Omicron Chapter of Delta Omega 
National Public Health Honor 
Society in 1986 and was named 
a Distinguished Life Fellow of 
the APA in 2003. She also was 
a Life Fellow of the American 
Public Health Association; Life 
Active Member of the American 
Academy of Child and Adolescent 
Psychiatry; Life Member of the 
American Psychoanalytic Associa-
tion, and Life Member of the Asso-
ciation for Child Psychoanalysis.

Among her service to the Uni-
versity, Broussard was co-chair 
of the University Senate plant 
utilization and planning com-
mittee, 1970-73, and a member 
of the chancellor’s committee on 
community relations, 1970-72. 
She also was the University Senate 
representative on the chancellor’s 
task force on administration, 
budget and commonwealth rela-
tions, 1972-74.  

Broussard is survived by her 
son Francis Cassidy, daughter Jude 
Cassidy and three grandchildren.

In lieu of flowers, the family 
suggests that memorial donations 
be made to the St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital, 501 St. Jude 
Place, Memphis, TN 38105.
—Kimberly K. Barlow              n

What’s NEW at PITT?
Due to a technical problem, 

reports of new faculty in the 
School of Medicine were not 
received in time to be included 
in the University Times annual 
“What’s New at Pitt?” issue, which 
was published this year on Sept. 1.

That issue can be accessed at 
www.utimes.pitt.edu/?cat=415.

School of Medicine 
Alejandro Soto-Gutierrez

has joined the Division of Experi-
mental Pathology as an assistant 
professor of pathology. 

Formerly a Harvard postdoc, 
he transferred institutions during 
the mentored training phase of 
his K99/R00 National Institutes 
of Health award because of Pitt’s 
ability to support his research 
focus on experimental technolo-
gies to treat liver diseases using 
bioengineering, cell transplanta-
tion and regenerative medicine 
techniques.

D. Lansing “Lans” Taylor 
has been named director of Pitt’s 
Drug Discovery Institute and 
Allegheny Foundation Professor 
of Computational and Systems 

Biology. A former professor at 
Harvard and Carnegie Mellon 
University, Taylor also has been a 
CEO and entrepreneur who has 
founded multiple biotechnology 
companies and chaired the board 
of the Pittsburgh Life Sciences 
Greenhouse.

Avniel S. Ghuman is a new 
assistant professor of neurologi-
cal surgery and of neurobiology, 
and director of magnetoencepha-
lography (MEG) research at the 
UPMC Brain Mapping Center. 
His research focuses on using 
MEG to study the neurophysi-
ological underpinnings of com-
munication among brain regions, 
particularly abnormal neural 
activity associated with autism 
spectrum disorders.

Nathan A. Yates comes to the 
Department of Cell Biology and 
Physiology from Merck, where 
he was scientific director of the 
molecular biomarker laboratory in 
the company’s division of explor-
atory and translational sciences. 
Yates is an associate professor 
of medicine and director of the 
Schools of the Health Sciences’ 

Biomedical Mass Spectrometry 
Center. His research focuses on 
the use of mass spectroscopy, 
bioanalytics and informatics 
technologies to aid the detection, 
diagnosis and treatment of disease.

A former associate research 
scientist at Columbia University, 
Kara Bernstein is a new assistant 
professor of microbiology and 
molecular genetics. She also is 
a member of the molecular and 
cellular cancer biology program 
at the University of Pittsburgh 
Cancer Institute. Her research 
focuses on molecular mechanisms 
of DNA double-stranded breaks, 
repair, recombination and early 
tumor development.

Martin Wijkstrom is a new 
assistant professor of surgery 
and director of islet cell trans-
plantation in the Department 
of Surgery’s transplantation 
division. His research interests 
include xenotransplantation and 
the development of novel ways 
to induce transplant tolerance. 
He holds a patent for an immu-
notherapeutic method to prevent 
islet cell rejection.                      n

profession. His two-year term will 
begin next March.

  The Fraternity and Sorority 
Knowledge Community has 1,700 
fraternity and sorority profession-
als from across the country who 
work with 700,000 undergraduate 
members.

  Binder also is involved with 
the National Collaborative for 
Hazing Research and Prevention.

  
  Among faculty in the School 

of the Health Sciences whose work 

has been acknowledged recently 
with awards and accolades are the 
following:

  • Paul A. Paris of emer-
gency medicine 
is serving as 
the Emergency 
Resource Man-
agement Inc. 
Endowed Chair 
in Healthcare 
Quality. The 
e n d o w m e n t 
allows Paris to focus on improv-

ciation’s Outstanding Dieti-
tian Award, the highest honor 
bestowed upon a PADA member. 

• Also from 
sports medi-
cine and nutri-
t ion,  faculty 
member Debo-
rah Hutcheson 
won the 2011 
PA D A  O u t -
standing Dietet-
ics Educator Award.

• The American Academy 
of Microbiology has elected as 
fellows Neal A. DeLuca and 
American Cancer Society Pro-
fessor Patrick S. Moore, both 
of microbiology and molecular 
genetics in the School of Medi-
cine. Fellows of the academy are 
elected annually through a peer-
review process based on their 
records of scientific achievement 
and original contributions that 
have advanced microbiology.  

Lynda Tunon, director of 
cancer center education at UPMC 
Cancer Centers, has been awarded 
the Cancer Patient Education 
Network Distinguished Service 
Award — CPEN’s highest form of 
recognition given for outstanding 
contribution to the practice and 
profession of patient education.

Tunon has developed a com-
prehensive patient education pro-
gram that has been implemented 
across the more than 40 UPMC 
Cancer Centers so that patients 
across the network can access the 
same information as those at the 
Hillman Cancer Center.

Tunon also teaches a chemo-
therapy education class at the 
Hillman Cancer Center, updates 
cancer education materials and is 
a member of CPEN’s Learning 
Resource Center and marketing 
and membership committees.   n
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UPCI Basic & Translational 
Research Seminar
“FAK: Mediated Signaling Path-
ways & a Novel Autophagy Pro-
tein FIP200 in Breast Cancer,” 
Jun-Lin Guan, U of MI; Hillman 
Cancer Ctr. Cooper classrm. D, 
noon (412/623-7771)
Philosophy of Science Talk
“How Can We Be Moral When 
We Are So Irrational?” Nils-Eric 
Sahlin, Lund U; 817R CL, 12:05 
pm (4-1052)

Wednesday 21

Orthopaedic Surgery Grand 
Rounds 
Kraig Graham; Montefiore 7th 
fl. LHAS aud., 7 am
Clinical Oncology & Hematol-
ogy Grand Rounds
“Compliance Update,” Frank 
Czura; Hillman Cancer Ctr. 
Cooper conf. rm. C, 8 am 
(millerc5@msx.upmc.edu)

HSLS Workshop
“Int roduct ion  to  HSLS 
Resources & Services at Falk 
Library,” Mary Librecht; Falk 
Library lobby, 9 am (librecht@
pitt.edu)
Studio Arts Conversations 
With Artists
Paul Glabicki & Scott Turri;  FFA 
Gallery, noon (8-2430)
HSLS Workshop
“Bioinformatics for Proteomics 
Studies,” Tamanna Sultana; 
Falk Library classrm. 2, 1-3 pm 
(ansuman@pitt.edu)
ULS Orientation
Hillman ground fl., 3 pm (also 
Sept. 29 at 6 pm) 
Hispanic Languages & Litera-
tures Lecture 
“Signos Preñado: Deriva en 
Texto/Pregnant Signs: Textual 
Wanderings,” Guadalupe Santa 
Cruz & Eduardo Lalo; 139 CL, 
5:25 pm (mbury@pitt.edu)

Thursday 22

Flu Shot Clinic
Falk Pharmacy, 2nd fl. Falk 
Medical Bldg., 9 am-3 pm 
(412/623-6222)
Endocrinology & Metabolism 
Research Conference 
“Growth Factor Signaling for 
Pancreatic Beta Cell Expansion 
& Preservation,” Adolfo Garcia-
Ocana; 1195 Starzl BST, noon 
(rmn4@pitt.edu)
Sr. VC Laureate Lecture
“Genes, Genomes & the Future 
of Medicine,” Richard Lifton, 
HHMI & Yale; Scaife aud. 6, 
noon (tpil@pitt.edu) 
UCSUR Lecture
“Neighborhood Revitaliza-
tion: Key to Success & Future 
Challenges,” Karl Schlahter, 
McCormack Baron Salazar; 1st 
fl. conf. rm. 3343 Forbes Ave., 
noon (pncis@pitt.edu)
iSchool Documentary Screen-
ing
“Library of the Early Mind: A 
Grown-up Look at the Art of 
Children’s Literature”; Carnegie 
Museum of Art Theatre, 6 pm 
(reservations: kis9@pitt.edu)

Friday 23

Endocrinology & Metabolism 
Conference
Maja Stefanovic-Racic; 1195 
Starzl BST, 8:30 am (rmn4@
pitt.edu)
Endocrinology & Metabolism 
Patient Care Conference
“Clinical Case Presentation,” 
Nikhil Gupta; 1195 Starzl BST, 
9:30 am (rmn4@pitt.edu)
GSPIA/Metropolitan Studies 
Wherrett Lecture
“Social Capital & Equality,” 
Robert Putnam; U Club Ballrm. 
B, 10 am (RSVP: cmsgspia@
pitt.edu)
Emerging Legends Concert
Joy Ike; Cup & Chaucer, Hillman 
ground fl., noon
Philosophy of Science Talk
“Introspection as a Method & 
Introspection as a Feature of 
Consciousness,” Uljana Feest, 
TU Berlin; 817R CL, 12:05 pm 
(4-1052)
HSLS Workshop
“EndNote Basics,” Andrea 
Ketchum; Falk Library classrm. 
2, 1-3 pm (ketchum@pitt.edu)

 Saturday 24

Dental Lecture
“Digital Radiography: Hands 
On/Limited Attendance,” 
Anitha Potluri; 2148 Salk, 9 
am-noon (llb4@pitt.edu)
Football 
Vs. Notre Dame; Heinz Field, 
noon
Bradford Campus Open House
For prospective students & 
families; UPB, 12:30 pm
Titusville Campus Concert
“Key West Express”; Henne aud., 
UPT, 7:30 pm (814/827-4429) 

 Monday 26

Titusville Campus Flu Shot 
Clinic
219 McKinney SU, UPT, 9 am-
noon & 1-4 pm
Flu Shot Clinic
540 & 542 WPU, 10 am-2 pm

History Lecture
“Race Relations in Today’s 
Cuba,” Rafael Duharte; 3703 
Posvar, noon (lag1@pitt.edu) 
Psychiatry Seminar
“Magnetic Resonance Spectros-
copy Studies in Bipolar Disorder 
& Schizophrenia: New Uses 
for an Old Technique,” Dost 
Ongur; 1695 Starzl BST, noon 
(klaphekera@upmc.edu)
HSLS Lunch With a Librarian 
“Testing Beyond the Laboratory: 
Finding Testing Instruments 
Used in Research & Clinical 
Settings,” Ester Saghafi; Falk 
Library conf. rm. B, noon 
(saghafi@pitt.edu)

 Tuesday 27

Flu Shot Clinic
Falk Pharmacy, 2nd fl. Falk 
Medical Bldg., 9 am-3 pm 
(412/623-6222)
HSLS Workshop
“PubMed Basics,” Ester Saghafi; 
Falk Library classrm. 1, 11 am 
(saghafi@pitt.edu)
Basic & Translational Research 
Seminar
CTR winners Sarah Wheeler, 
Hilary Tindle & Kelly Quesnelle; 
Hillman Cancer Ctr. Cooper 
classrm. D, noon (412/623-7771)
Pharmaceutical Science Semi-
nar
“Anti-HIV Therapeutic Poten-
tial of the Novel Nucleoside-4’ 
–Ethynyl-2-Flouro-2’-Deoxy-
adenosine (EFdA),” Michael 
Parniak; 456 Salk, noon (horn-
ick@pitt.edu)
Molecular Medicine Research 
Seminar
“Calcium Pathways in Biliary 
Pancreatitis,” Sohail Husain; 
3rd fl. conf. ctr. Rangos Research 
Ctr., noon (linda.cherok@chp.
edu)
Philosophy of Science Talk
“Splitting the Hairs of Locality: 
How & Why?” Adrian Wuthrich, 
U of Bern; 817R CL, 12:05 pm 
(4-1052)
HSLS Workshop
“Genome Browsers 1,” Ansuman 
Chattopadhyay; Falk Library 
classrm. 2, 1-3 pm (ansuman@
pitt.edu)
Pharmacology & Chemical 
Biology Seminar
“Isothiocyanates & Heat Shock 
Response,” Lixin Mi, George-
town; 1395 Starzl BST, 3:30 pm 
(3-7757)
C.F.  Reynolds Medical His-
tory Society Meeting
“Tracing the Body: The Atomic 
Energy Commission’s Radio-
isotope Program & the Emer-
gence of Nuclear Medicine, 
1945-1960,” Angela Creager, 
Princeton; lecture rm. 5 Scaife, 
6 pm (erlen@pitt.edu or 8-8927)
Greensburg Campus Lecture
“Kenneth Starr/Bill Clinton 
Story,” Kenneth Gormley, 
Duquesne; Campana Chapel, 
UPG, 7 pm (upgmedia@pitt.edu)
ULS Workshop
“RefWorks Basics”; Hillman 
ground fl., 7:30 pm  (register:www.
library.pitt.edu/services/classes/
infoliteracy/refworks_training.
html)
Contemporary Writers Lec-
ture
John D’Agata, U of IA; FFA aud., 
8:30 pm (4-6508)

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

 Wednesday 28

Orthopaedic Surgery Grand 
Rounds 
“The Mangled Extremity,” 
Robert O’Toole; Montefiore 7th 
fl. LHAS aud., 7 am
Clinical Oncology & Hematol-
ogy Grand Rounds
“Regulation of Androgen 
Receptor Signaling in Prostate 
Cancer,” Zhou Wang; UPMC 
Cancer Pavilion Herberman 
Conf. Center 2nd fl. aud., 8 am 
(millerc5@msx.upmc.edu)
United Way Day of Caring
8:30 am-4 pm (www.unitedway.
pitt.edu or gwatkins@pitt.edu)
Ophthalmology John C. Crano 
Lecture
“Advantages & Limitations of 
Wavefront-guided Refractive 
Surgery,” Dimitri Azar, U of 
IL-Chicago; 123 Victoria, 11:30 
am (7-2331) 
Studio Arts Conversations 
With Artists
Kenneth Batista & Julie 
Stunden;FFA Gallery, noon 
(8-2430)
HSLS Workshop
“Genome Browsers 2,” Ansuman 
Chattopadhyay; Falk Library 
classrm. 2, 1-3 pm (ansuman@
pitt.edu)
Developmental Biology Semi-
nar
“A Survival Mechanism During 
Stem Cell Programming & 
Reprogramming,” Tao Cheng; 
conf. ctr. rm. B & C Rangos 
Research Ctr., 2 pm (mmerrank@
pitt.edu) 
Classics Lecture
“Aristotle & the ‘Gilmore 
Girls’:Today’s TV Series in the 
Light of ‘The Poetics’,” Wolf-
gang Bernard, U of Rostock; 
317 CL, 4:30 pm (elc3@pitt.edu)

 Thursday 29

Flu Shot Clinic
Falk Pharmacy, 2nd fl. Falk 
Medical Bldg., 9 am-3 pm 
(412/623-6222)
Flu Shot Clinic
Student Health Service, health 
ed conf. rm., 5th fl. Medical Arts, 
11 am-2 pm
Dental Medicine Diversity in 
Practice Lecture
“Interprofessionalism as Diver-
sity,” Loren Roth & Susan 
Meyer; Forrest Ctr., 2nd fl. Salk, 
noon (qcb1@pitt.edu)
Multidisciplinary Clinical 
Research Scholars Program 
Info Session
Doris Rubio; Parkvale classrm. 
305AB, noon (deasycm@upmc.
edu)
History Lecture
“Culture & History: Santiago 
de Cuba,” Rafael Duharte; 3703 
Posvar, noon (lag1@pitt.edu)
Geology & Planetary Science 
Colloquium
“3D Modeling of Shale Gas 
Reservoirs Using Petrel Software 
by Schlumberger Information 
Solutions,” Andrew Berkoski; 
11 Thaw, 4 pm (www.geology.
pitt.edu/about/colloquia.html) 
Football
Vs. USF; Heinz Field, 8 pm

 PhD Defenses

Engineering/Bioengineering 
“Controlled Release Micropar-
ticulates for Immunoregulation: 
Toward a Synthetic Tolerogenic 
Dendritic Cell,” Siddharth 
Jhunjhunwala; Sept. 16, 102 
Benedum, 2 pm
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A&S/Biological Sciences
“Effects of Multiple Stressors 
on the Dynamics of a Fungal 
Pathogen Associated With 
Global Amphibian Declines,” 
Maya Groner; Sept. 19, A221 
Langley, 9 am
GSPIA
“The Linkage Between Orga-
nizational Behavior & Donor 
Capital Volatility: The Case of 
Microfinance Capital Flow in 
Sierra Leone,” David Bell; Sept. 
19, 3200 Posvar, 2 pm
Medicine/Clinical & Transla-
tional Science
“Hookah Tobacco Smoking 
at U.S. Universities: Personal 
& Environmental Predictors, 
Associations With Other Risk 
Behaviors & Policy Assessment,” 
Brian Primack; Sept. 23, 7039 
Forbes Tower, 10 am 
Medicine/Computational 
Biology
“Combining Sequence & Struc-
ture Information to Model Bio-
logical Systems Dynamics,” Ying 
Liu; Sept. 23, 3073 BST 3, 1 pm
Medicine/Molecular Biophys-
ics & Structural Biology
“Conformational Dynamics of 
Proteins: Insights From Struc-
tural & Computational Studies,” 
Lin Liu; Sept. 26, 3073 BST 3, 
9 am
Engineering/Bioengineering
“Design of Escherichia Coli Host 
Strains for Improved Recombi-
nant Protein Purification: An 
Approach That Bridges,” Patrick 
Barlow; Sept. 26, 303 Ctr. for 
Bioengineering, 300 Technology 
Dr., 10 am
GSPH/Epidemiology
“Maternal Obesity, Nutritional 
Status & Hyperglycemia,” Laura 
Tomedi; Sept. 27, 110 GSPH, 
8-10 am
GSPH/Epidemiology
“Acoustic Neuroma: Epidemiol-
ogy, Risk Factors & Outcomes 
After Gamma Knife Radiosur-
gery Treatment,” Oren Berkow-
itz; Sept. 27, A523 Crabtree, 1 pm
Education/Administrative & 
Policy Studies
“The Warrior’s Spirit: Narra-
tive Stories of Four Women 
From Kenya’s Enduring Tribe,” 
Kakenya Ntaiya; Sept. 27, 4321 
Posvar, 2:30 pm

Pharmacy/Pharmaceutical 
Sciences
“Characterization of Renal 
Anionic Drug Transport Capac-
ity in Kidney Transplant Recipi-
ents With Persistent BK Viremia: 
Pharmacokinetic & Pharmaco-
dynamic Studies of Cidofovir,” 
Jeremiah Momper; Sept. 28, 456 
Salk, noon 
A&S/English
“Rude Mechanicals: Staging 
Labor in the Early Modern 
English Theatre,” Matthew Ken-
drick; Sept. 29, 501 CL, 9:30 am 

 Theatre 

Pgh. Irish & Classical Theatre
“Race”; through Oct. 1; Henry 
Heymann Theatre, Sun 2 pm, 
Tue 10 am (Sept. 20) & 7 pm 
(Sept. 27), W-Sat 8 pm; pre-
performance lect. at 7 pm Sept. 
15 (412/561-6000 x206)

 Exhibits

Barco Law Library Exhibit
“Journey Without Maps,” Daniel 
Lovering; through Nov. 11; 
M-Th 7:30 am-11:45 pm, F 7:30 
am-8 pm, Sat 10 am-8 pm, Sun 
10 am-11:45 pm
Studio Arts Faculty Exhibit
“On a Lucky Day a Surprising 
Balance of Forms & Spaces Will 
Appear,” through Oct. 21; FFA 
Gallery, M-W & F 10 am-4 pm, 
Th 10 am-7 pm (8-2430)
Audubon Exhibit
“Virginia Rail,” through Sept. 27; 
“Summer or Wood Duck,” Sept. 
27-Oct. 11; Hillman ground fl. 
exhibition case, reg. library hours 
(8-7715)
Bradford Campus Art Exhibit
Architect Preston Abbey, through 
Sept. 23; KOA Gallery, Blaisdell, 
UPB, M-Th 8:30 am-8 pm, F 
8:30 am-6 pm

 Deadlines

SCIENCE 2011
Deadline is Sept. 16 for abstracts 
for Oct. 6 & 7 poster sessions. 
Submit at www.science2011.pitt.
edu/postregedu.asp.
Pitt-UW Day of Caring
Register online by Sept. 19. 
(www.unitedway.pitt.edu)

NIH Bench-Bedside Awards 
Letter of intent deadline is Sept. 
28 (benchtobedside@mail.nih.
gov)
OMET Teaching Surveys
Request deadline is Sept. 30 for 
surveys to be given Oct. 24-Dec. 
9. Log onto www.omet.pitt.edu; 
click on the direct link. (4-6134)

Chancellor’s Distinguished 
Teaching Awards
Nomination letters must be 
submitted to Juan Manfredi, 809 
CL, by Oct. 7.
Chancellor’s Distinguished 
Research Awards
Nomination forms must be sub-
mitted electronically to George 
Klinzing at klinzing@pitt.edu 
by Oct. 21

Chancellor’s Distinguished 
Public Service Awards
Nomination letters must be 
submitted to Andrew Blair, 826 
CL, by Oct. 31.
UHC Whitaker International 
Award for Bioengineers & 
Biomedical Engineers
Contact Judith Zang by Nov. 1 
(jaz36@pitt.edu)                                      n

To help ensure that patients are 
properly vaccinated, UPMC has 
created one of the first systems 
in the state to provide not only 
real-time, electronic reporting 
to Pennsylvania’s immunizations 
registry but also to allow UPMC’s 
clinicians to view the state’s vac-
cine data for each patient.

Reporting of immunizations 
through the Pennsylvania State-
wide Immunization Information 
System (PA-SIIS) is voluntary for 
health care providers. In 2001, the 
state created a web-based applica-
tion that allows providers to enter 
their immunization data directly, 
rather than sending paper files.

In creating its automated, 
real-time feed to PA-SIIS, UPMC 
added more information than was 
required. In addition to a patient’s 
name, the type of vaccine and the 
date the vaccine was administered, 
UPMC hospitals and physicians’ 
offices provide the manufacturer 

New UPMC program will provide 
electronic report of immunizations

and lot number of vaccinations 
and the name of the patient’s 
physicians. UPMC provides about 
10,000 immunizations each week 
to patients of all ages.

Working with IBM and its sys-
tems integration partner Summa, 
UPMC’s technology team created 
a computer interface that allows 
clinicians to match information 
from PA-SIIS to any individual 
patient and to include that data 
when viewing a patient’s electronic 
health record at UPMC. The 
system uses IBM Initiate Patient 
software to link patient identity 
data from numerous sources.

Inpatient, outpatient and state 
data are provided to caregivers in 
a single application. Thus, physi-
cians and nurses are able to see 
immunizations given outside of 
UPMC’s network, including those 
provided by pharmacy-based 
clinics or employee health depart-
ments.                                        n

The Pitt Arts “Attack of the Cheap Seats” event brought approximately 350 members of the 
University community to the William Pitt Union Assembly Room last week for a chance to meet 
representatives of local dance, theatre and music organizations and buy discounted tickets for 
the upcoming season. This year’s event was the largest ever, said Pitt Arts director Annabelle 
Clippinger.
The Cheap Seats program gives Pitt faculty, staff and students the chance to buy reduced-price 
seats for selected events. Participating organizations include the Pittsburgh Cultural Trust, 
Pittsburgh Public Theatre, Pittsburgh CLO, Pittsburgh CLO Cabaret, Pittsburgh Symphony Orches-
tra, Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre, Pittsburgh Opera, Quantum Theatre, Pittsburgh Irish and Classical 
Theatre, Guitar Society of Fine Art, Renaissance and Baroque and Calliope: Pittsburgh Folk Music 
Society. Details on the program are available at www.pittarts.pitt.edu/tickets.

Cheap seats

WEDNESDAY, 5 OCTOBER 
4 —7 p.m.
ALUMNI HALL
UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH

OPENING EVENTS AND TECHNOLOGY SHOWCASE

As a special preview to two days of dynamic presentations at SCIENCE2011—NEXT GEN, 
the University of Pittsburgh's 11th annual science and technology showcase, the Office 
of Enterprise Development and Office of Technology Management invite you to join 
investors and entrepreneurs from across the region for a first look at exciting, cutting-
edge technologies recently developed at Pitt. 

Exhibits will feature new technologies that provide opportunities for licensing and 
development of start-up companies.

Michael G. Wells Student Health Care Entrepreneurship Competition
This is the inaugural year for this exciting competition, which is a component of our 
Technology Showcase. Six student finalists will display posters describing their unique 
technologies. The winner of the competition will receive $10,000 to further the project 
toward commmercialization. 

A 32GB iPod Touch will be given away.
Must be present to win.
Information: 412-624-3160

Advance registration:  
www.science2011.pitt.edu/register.htm

All Science2011 events are free and open to the public.
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STUDENT HELP WANTED
Need responsible, reliable, hard working stu-
dent—upperclassman or grad student with car 
for part-time help. 5-8 hrs. /wk. on weekends. 
Flexible timing. Help with yard work, inside 
work, some heavy jobs. Prefer year-round avail-
ability. Good hourly rate. Start immediately. 
412/963-1263 or lauradice53@gmail.com. 

ELDER LAW—ESTATE ATTORNEYS 
Michael H. Marks & Associates. Elder law; 
nursing home/Medicaid cost-of-care planning; 
wills; POAs; trusts; probate & estate administra-
tion; real estate. Squirrel Hill: 412/421-8944; 
Monroeville: 412/373-4235; email: michael@
marks-law.com. Free initial consultation. Fees 
quoted in advance. Personal & informative.
FREELANCE RESEARCHER
Copy source documents from the Library of 
Congress, the National Archives & other federal 
government agencies. Call 1-301/565-2917 or 
email to rushresearch@comcast.net.  

BLOOD PRESSURE & THE BRAIN
Research study with one MRI & two interview 
sessions seeks healthy adults ages 35-60. Cannot 
have low blood pressure, hypertension, heart 
disease or diabetes. $150 compensation. Will be 
invited to repeat study in 2 years with additional 
compensation. Contact Kim Novak at 412/246-
6200 or novakkj@upmc.edu.

•  $8 for up to 15 words; $9 for 16-30 words; 
$10 for 31-50 words.

• For University ads, submit an account 
number for transfer of funds.

• All other ads should be accompanied by a 
check for the full amount made payable to the 
University of Pittsburgh.

• Reserve space by submitting ad copy one 
week prior to publication. Copy and pay-
ment should be sent to University Times, 
308 Bellefield Hall, University of Pittsburgh, 
Pittsburgh 15260.  

• For more information, call Barbara DelRaso, 
412/624-4644.

C L A S S I F I E D  
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2011-12 publication schedule
Submit by
Sept. 22
Oct. 6
Oct. 20
Nov. 3
Nov. 17
Dec. 1
Jan. 5
Jan. 19
Feb. 2
Feb. 16
March 1
March 15
March 29
April 12
April 26
May 10
May 24
June 7
June 21
July 5
July 19

For publication
Sept. 29
Oct. 13
Oct. 27
Nov. 10
Nov. 23 (Wed.)
Dec. 8
Jan. 12
Jan. 26
Feb. 9
Feb. 23
March 8
March 22
April 5
April 19
May 3
May 17
May 31
June 14
June 28
July 12
July 26

Events occurring
Sept. 29-Oct. 13
Oct. 13-27
Oct. 27-Nov. 10
Nov. 10-23 (Wed.)
Nov. 23-Dec. 8
Dec. 8-Jan. 12
Jan. 12-26
Jan. 26-Feb. 9
Feb. 9-23
Feb. 23-March 8
March 8-22
March 22-April 5
April 5-April 19
April 19-May 3
May 3-17
May 17-31
May 31-June 14
June 14-28
June 28-July 12
July 12-26
July 26-Aug. 30
The University Times events calendar includes Pitt-sponsored events as well as non-Pitt events held on 
a Pitt campus. Information submitted for the calendar should identify the type of event, such as lecture 
or concert, and the program’s specific title, sponsor, location and time. The name and phone number of 
a contact person should be included. Information should be sent by email to: utcal@pitt.edu, by FAX 
to: 412/624-4579, or by campus mail to: 308 Bellefield Hall. We cannot guarantee publication of events 
received after the deadline.

CLASSIFIED

 Thursday 15

ULS Workshop
“RefWorks Basics”; ground fl. 
Hillman, noon (register:www.
library.pitt.edu/services/classes/
infoliteracy/refworks_training.
html)
Geology & Planetary Science 
Colloquium
“Geophysical Research at 
the University of Pittsburgh, 
Including Recent Observations 
From Our Seismograph,” Wil-
liam Harbert; 11 Thaw, 4 pm 
(chavez@pitt.edu)
History Book Symposium
“Raceball: How the Major 
Leagues Colonized the Black & 
Latin Game,” Rob Ruck; lower 
lounge WPU, 4-6 pm (8-7452)
Greensburg Campus La Cul-
tura Lecture
“Exploring the ‘F’ Word: What Is 
Feminism?”; Campana Chapel, 
UPG, 7 pm (upgmedia@pitt.edu)

 Friday 16

GI, Hepatology & Nutrition 
Lecture
“Fellows’ Orientation to Con-
ferences (Grand Rounds, Tue. 
Series, GI Pathology, etc.),” Mat-
thew Rockacy, Kenneth Fasanell 
& Toby Graham; M2 conf. rm. 

Presby, 7:30 am (gibsonh@
upmc.edu)
Endocrinology & Metabolism 
Conference
“Disorders of Sexual Develop-
ment,” Svetlana Yatsenko; 1195 
Starzl BST, 8:30 am (rmn4@
pitt.edu)
Endocrinology & Metabolism 
Patient Care Conference
“Clinical Case Presentation,” 
Marilyn Augustine; 1195 Starzl 
BST, 9:30 am (rmn4@pitt.edu)
Memorial Service 
For Joel Stiles, Center for Quan-
titative Biological Simulation, 
Pgh. Supercomputing Center; 
Heinz Chapel, 11 am; reception 
to follow at PSC
Sr. VC Research Seminar
“Deciphering the Recombina-
tion Landscape,” Judith Yanow-
itz; Scaife aud. 6, noon (bam76@
pitt.edu)
Emerging Legends Concert
Nancy Deckant; Cup & Chaucer, 
ground fl. Hillman, noon 
World History Presentation 
“World History for Us All,” 
Ross Dunn, San Diego St.; 3703 
Posvar, 3 pm (www.worldhistory.
pitt.edu/events.php)

Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood 
Lecture
“The Making of Mister Rogers’ 
Neighborhood”; WPU Ballrm., 
3:30 pm (RSVP: info@steeltown.
org)
Ctr. for Philosophy of Science 
Wesley Salmon Memorial 
Lecture
“Screening-off & Casual Incom-
pleteness,” Elliott Sober, U of 
WI-Madison; 817R CL, 3:30 
pm (4-1052) 
Adoption on Film
“Wo Ai Ni Mommy,” Stephanie 
Wang-Breal; FFA aud., 7:30 pm 
(mnovy@pitt.edu)
Music on the Edge
Slee Sinfonietta; Bellefield aud., 
8 pm (412/394-3353)

 Saturday 17

• Constitution Day

Flu Shot Clinic
Scaife lecture rm. 6, 10 am-2 pm
Adoption on Film
“Adopted: For the Life of Me,” 
“To Each His Own” & “Secrets 
& Lies”; FFA aud., 1-7:30 pm 
(mnovy@pitt.edu)
Bradford Campus Arts Endow-
ment Gala
Dinner & auction, Blaisdell, 
UPB, 6 pm (814/362-5155)

 Sunday 18

UCIS/Global Studies Confer-
ence
“Silent No More: Rape as a 
Weapon of Political Violence”; 
5604 Posvar, through Sept. 20, 
7:30 am (IHISA2011@gmail.
com)

 Monday 19

Bradford Campus Executive 
Speaker Lecture
“The Success of Zippo,” Gregory 
Booth; Mukaiyama U Rm. 
Frame-Westerberg Commons, 
UPB, 11 am (814/362-0248)
Constitution Day Lecture
“The Continuing Relevance of 
Judicial Review for the Preserva-
tion of Constitutional Rights,” 
David Garrow; Barco Teplitz 
Courtrm., noon (www.law.pitt.
edu)
CRSP Lecture
“Disparities in Health Care 
for Minorities: Institutional or 
Personal,” Jeannette South-Paul; 
2017 CL, noon 
Greensburg Campus Lecture
“Politics & Education in PA,” 
Mike Reese; 118 Village, UPG, 
5 pm (upgmedia@pitt.edu) 
Contemporary Writers Lec-
ture
Terrance Hayes, 2010 National 
Book Award for Poetry winner; 
FFA aud., 8:30 pm (4-6508)

 Tuesday 20

Blood Drive
Lower lounge WPU & 1st fl. 
lobby Victoria, 8 am-2 pm (gwat-
kins@pitt.edu)
Flu Shot Clinic
Falk Pharmacy, 2nd fl. Falk 
Medical Bldg., 9 am-3 pm 
(412/623-6222)

HSLS Workshop
“PowerPoint for Beginners,” 
Julia Jankovic; Falk Library 
classrm. 2, 9-11 am (jcj6@pitt.
edu)
Office of Research/NCURA 
Workshop
“The Fiscal Aspects of Human 
Subjects’ Compliance”; S120 
Starzl BST, 11:30 am-3:30 pm 
(4-7405)
Pharmaceutical Science Semi-
nar
“Mechanism of HIV Capsid 
Assembly & Host Cell Restric-
tion,” Pejun Zhang; 456 Salk, 
noon (hornick@pitt.edu) 
MWRI Work-in-Progress 
Conference & Seminar
“New Directions in Endometrial 
Cancer Research: Time to Look 
Into Adipose Tissues?” Faina 
Linkov; 204 MWRI, 1st fl. 
conf. ctr., noon (klazar@mwri.
magee.edu)
Molecular Medicine Research 
Seminar
“Roles of Fibroblast Growth 
Factor Receptor Signaling in 
Urogenital Development,” Carl-
ton Bates; 3rd fl. conf. ctr. Rangos 
Research Ctr., noon (linda.
cherok@chp.edu)
Senate Community Relations 
Committee Meeting
272 Hillman, noon-2 pm
Pharmacology & Chemical 
Biology Seminar
“Receptor-Targeted Radiophar-
maceuticals for Cancer Imag-
ing,” Carolyn Anderson; 1395 
Starzl BST conf. rm., 3:30 pm 
(mmcclain@pitt.edu)
Veterans Services Workshop
“Military to Civilian Resume 
Workshop”; McCarl Ctr. 4th fl. 
CL, noon-2 pm (4-6919) 

RESEARCH ASSISTANT
Position duties include managing lab, ordering 
supplies, coordinating lab duties among other 
researchers, routine biological assays (cell 
cultures, immunoblotting, immunostaining, 
protein, etc.), data analysis & data summaries. 
Candidates should have 1-2 years of experience 
& baccalaureate degree. Submit CV to Patricia 
Strickler at stricklerp@upmc.edu. EEO/Affir-
mative Action employer.
RESEARCH ASSOCIATE
Candidates must have PhD & should have 
experience in neuroscience research (ischemic 
neurodegeneration, glioma tumor) either 
in vitro or in vivo models. Responsible for 
experimental design, data collection & data 
analysis, writing manuscript & grant applica-
tions. Applicants should submit CV to Patricia 
Strickler at stricklerp@upmc.edu. EEO/Affir-
mative Action employer.
RESEARCH ASSOCIATE
Motivated scientist for collaborative group 
studying mitochondrial pathophysiology in 
Parkinson’s disease using novel transgenic 
zebrafish models. Experience in biochemistry, 
molecular biology & confocal microscopy is 
advantageous; must have PhD, excellent skills 
in written & spoken English & strong team 
attitude. Contact Theresa Hayden at tlh19@
pitt.edu. EEO/Affirmative Action employer.




