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Did you write a book, edit a journal, 
produce a play in 2013? Submissions 
for the University Times annual 
Books, Journals and More supple-
ment are due Jan. 31. Submit online 
at www.utimes.pitt.edu.

A fter two years of some-
t i m e s  c o n t e n t i o u s 
debate, the 41-year-old 

women’s studies program is about 
to gain a new name, its first male 
program head and the addition of 
courses signaling fresh directions.

The new name, the gender, 
sexuality and women’s studies 
program, has passed success-
fully through three committees, 
received a letter of support from 
Dietrich School of Arts and Sci-
ences Dean N. John Cooper and 
awaits the provost’s approval.

Says Irene Frieze, one of the 
program’s three original faculty 
and a psychology faculty member: 
“Many of us, including me, were 
really upset about the changes” 
being debated for the program 
name. Early suggestions included 
dropping “women’s studies” from 
the name, substituting “feminist 
studies,” adding “gender studies” 
and “sexuality studies.” 

“Because some of us, especially 
the old-timers like me, angered 
so strongly” at the prospect of 
dropping “women’s studies” from 
the program name, Frieze says, 
there was a compromise to keep 
the long-used term.

But Frieze acknowledges that, 
because women’s studies has 
become well established in its 41 
years at Pitt and across the nation, 
it has “become a well-integrated 
area within the humanities … 
so people have expanded their 
focus” from women’s studies to 
include examinations of gay and 
lesbian issues, and more recently 
the subjects of masculinity and 
transgender people. 

By all accounts, once the new 
head, Todd Reeser — a faculty 
member in French and Italian lan-
guages and literatures — met with 
the program’s steering committee, 
they were convinced he was a suit-
able choice. In fact, he received 
their unanimous endorsement. 

For economics department 
lecturers Jane Wallace 
and Kathryn Wolfe, being 

advisers to more than 500 eco-
nomics majors can feel like being 
the students’ parents at some of the 
toughest moments in life — and 
some of the best.

“There are 500 students who 
come to us when they don’t know 
what to do,” says Wolfe. 

“We try to get to know as many 
of them as we can,” says Wallace. 

Their job is to connect their 
charges with the right Pitt oppor-
tunities, and the best graduate 
schools and career paths after Pitt.

“I never thought I’d have a job 
like this, an interpersonal connec-
tion job,” Wolfe says. 

The two veteran advisers in the 
Dietrich School of Arts and Sci-
ences must be doing a good job as 
surrogate parents: They recently 
won the 2014 Ampco-Pittsburgh 
Prize for Excellence in Advising. 

The $4,000 prize recognizes 
their work with the department’s 
500+ majors across the past 
decade. The pair have received 
high marks from their own stu-
dents, rating 4.7 out of 5 on the 
department’s internal survey, 
and ranking 2nd for satisfaction 
among economics students at 
15 universities surveyed as part 
of the Student Experience at the 
Research University, a nationwide 
project. 

Economics chair Jean-Fran-
cois Richard and associate chair 
for undergraduate studies Shir-
ley Cassing, in nominating both 
advisers for the award, wrote that, 
“They treat our students with 

much personal attention, utmost 
respect, considerable patience 
and compassion in dealing with 
tough situations … All in all, 
they are exceptionally dedicated, 
competent and truly outstanding 
advisers.”

Wallace began teaching at 
Pitt in 2001 and has been advis-
ing since the beginning; Wolfe 
began teaching in 2002 and started 
advising students the next year. At 
the very least, each student must 
come to them for advice on class 
scheduling.

“The track is not very clear in 
economics,” says Wallace. After 
graduating, their advisees may 
teach high school, seek a govern-
ment position, become a fashion 
merchandise planner or work as 
a data analyst for the CIA.

“We help them with their 
exploring,” says Wolfe, “connect-
ing them to ways to get experience 
and explore their field. Pitt has 
so much to offer that one of our 
jobs is to know all the things that 
Pitt has out there. There are all 
these other things they can do to 

expand their degrees and explore 
their horizons,” such as trying out 
for internships, connecting with 
experienced alumni, applying for 
scholarships or other opportuni-
ties. 

Of course, some students need 
more traditional help, including 
hints about how to develop core 
skills such as discipline. Some-
times, she says, helping certain 
students is simply a matter of 
telling them: “Let me make this 
clear — the reason you’re not 
doing well is: I hear you are not 
going to class.”

She credits the quality of the 
department’s faculty for easing the 
pair’s advising tasks: “We never 
get the students who come in to 
complain, ‘Why do I have to do 
this?’”

q
The two advisers pride them-

selves on being available every 
day to students, even though they 
teach multiple classes. Wallace 
teaches introductory courses in 
health economics and micro-
economics, while Wolfe teaches 
game theory, public policy eco-
nomics, economics in the media 
and a new course this spring on 
the digital economy. They will 
team teach for the first time this 
semester as well, tackling Intro 
to Econ for econ majors. They 
also supervise more than a dozen 
internships each.

Recalls Wolfe: “We were 
students many years ago. We 
remember —”

“— what it’s like when your 
adviser is only available two hours 

Women’s 
studies
Program 
changing 
as focus 
expands
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Econ lecturers form winning advising team

Advisers 
Jane Wal-
lace, stand-
ing, and 
Kathryn 
Wolfe talk 
to junior 
econom-
ics major 
Margaret 
Mallonée.

Marty Levine

Marty Levine

Chancellor  search

UPDATE
Board of Trustees chairper-

son Stephen R. Tritch says the 
search for a new chancellor is 
on target to identify a succes-
sor before Chancellor Mark A. 
Nordenberg steps down Aug. 1. 

Tritch, who heads the search 
committee, stated in a Jan. 6 
University Update that the com-
mittee has a “very strong pool of 
candidates.” Citing confidential-
ity, he offered no details on the 
individuals or the number of 
candidates, other than to say they 
“come from all over the world.”

Search firm Storbeck/Pimen-
tel and Associates is assisting the 
committee.

Tritch’s update is posted 
at www.pitt.edu/chancellor-
search.
—Kimberly K. Barlow             n

ARRIVAL 
SURVIVAL ...

 ... took on a whole new meaning as the spring term began amid record-breaking cold. Blustery 
arctic air brought record low temperatures and wind chills in the negative double-digits but Pitt’s 
campuses remained open. 
When temperatures fall, Facilities Management adds staff to make extra rounds after-hours and 
monitors building temperatures remotely via Pitt’s automated system to spot potential issues 
early, said trades supervisor Pat Bigley. 
University facilities fared well overall, but the cold caused problems in some areas. Frozen equip-
ment caused a loss of steam that closed Salk Hall on Tuesday and a frozen hydraulic line on a 
compactor sent smoke into Clapp Hall, setting off fire alarms but causing no damage, said Ken 
Service, vice chancellor for University communications. A water leak at Craig Hall was being inves-
tigated at press time Wednesday.
Frozen pipes flooded Pitt-Greensburg’s Millstein Library Sunday, damaging offices and the circula-
tion desk. Library director Patricia Duck said the collections and equipment escaped damage; a 
temporary circulation area has been set up on the first floor.
—Kimberly K. Barlow 
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Perhaps some people ignore 
any mention of FISMA as just one 
of many acronyms in government 
and academic shorthand. But Pitt 
researchers cannot ignore FISMA 
and its implications for their pro-
posals and for the sustainability of 
their research.

The Federal Information 
Security Management Act pro-
tects sensitive data and informa-
tion systems engaged with those 
sensitive data. 

Why should Pitt researchers 
care?

FISMA requirements could 
pass from the federal government 
to the University when research-
ers hold grants or contracts with 
certain federal agencies, such as 
the National Science Foundation 
(NSF) or National Institutes of 
Health (NIH). The requirements 
apply to information used, cre-
ated or stored as part of research 
projects — and to the informa-
tion systems holding or shaping 
that data. 

Pitt’s ability to provide a 
FISMA-compliant environment 
to support research projects is 
a distinct advantage for faculty 
submitting competitive funding 
proposals. Pitt’s FISMA envi-
ronment contains a well-defined 
security perimeter and computing 
resources that support projects 
up to the “moderate security” 
category level. 

That competitive edge is the 

positive reason for caring about 
FISMA and about Pitt’s ability to 
provide researchers with a FISMA 
environment for their projects. 

On the cautionary side, com-
pliance with federal law is man-
datory. Failure to meet FISMA 
compliance requirements after 
an award has been accepted could 
lead to contract termination and 
revocation of funds (best case 
scenario) or criminal penalties 
(worst case scenario). 

While CSSD has prepared a 
secure environment for hosting 
research projects that need FISMA 
infrastructures, researchers ulti-
mately are responsible for their 
projects’ compliance with the 
federal law.

Pitt’s FISMA environment
Complying with FISMA 

requirements is not easy. A recent 
review of federal agencies’ com-
pliance showed that while some 
agencies, such as the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission, achieved 
scores of 99 percent, others scored 
below 66 percent. 

The Pitt FISMA environment 
helps University researchers 
comply with the law’s require-
ments by providing a research 
computing environment devel-
oped to protect sensitive research 
data.  CSSD followed the detailed 
certification and accreditation 
process required by federal law to 
establish a minimum set of security 
controls. Each project hosted in 

the FISMA environment will 
undergo annual audits by CSSD 
security, and will be subject to peri-
odic audits by external reviewers. 
We now are formally and officially 
prepared to host research projects 
needing FISMA infrastructures.

All data in the Pitt FISMA 
environment is encrypted, and 
the entire environment is moni-
tored for compliance with various 
security controls. The Pitt FISMA 
environment provides the policies, 
procedures and administrative 
support that are required in the 
FISMA certification process. 

Because this has been done 
— by CSSD, as a centralized 
University service — individual 
researchers or research groups 
do not have to invest their own 
energy, effort and capital into the 
most stringently detailed steps 
of the certification process and 
auditing procedures.

Researchers are responsible for 
securing the applications involved 
in their projects. In consultation 
with CSSD, controls and policies 
also will need to be put in place 
at workstations involved in the 
research project. 

The NOC 
The physical environment 

hosting the largest portion of the 
Pitt FISMA environment is at 
the Network Operations Center 
(NOC), a secure 15,000 square 
foot facility located off-campus. 
In addition to managing and 

monitoring centralized servers for 
University-wide applications, the 
NOC also hosts servers for depart-
ments and for research comput-
ing, including high-performance 
computing. 

Servers hosted at the NOC 
receive skilled on-site and round-
the-clock monitoring, manage-
ment and security for their services 
and their data. 

In addition to network security, 
the NOC has strict controls in 
place to keep data safe. 

Does your proposal or award 
involve FISMA requirements? 

You are responsible for review-
ing the language of the proposal 
or award for potential FISMA 
requirements, but the Office of 
Research and CSSD’s security 
team can help you. 

You also should work with 
the Office of Research to review 
contracts coming up for renewal 
or modification, since existing 
federal research awards may have 
FISMA language added.  

Sometimes the FISMA 
requirement is explicitly stated, 
often with wording to the effect 
that a System Security Plan (SSP) 
or, for NIH, an IT Security Plan, 
is required. Other times, the refer-
ences are less obvious. 

If you see any security language 
in your research award or RFP, 
you should contact your federal 
contracts officer or grants and 

FISMA and you
Technology topics and trends from Computing Services and Systems Development (CSSD)
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CSSD Security

“Students have said they 
want more interaction in class, 
but there is just too much con-
tent to be covered!”  

“Many of my students come 
to class unprepared; they 
haven’t done all of the readings 
I assigned.”

“Students complain that 
they don’t understand how I 
evaluate their papers.” 

“I invite students to partici-
pate in class discussion, but it’s 
the same three students who 
volunteer in each class!”  

If you are a faculty member, 
you probably have experienced 
some of these classroom frustra-
tions. While you’re well-qualified 
as an expert in your field of study, 
chances are you have had little 
formal preparation for teaching, 
and you may discover that your 
knowledge of teaching often 
doesn’t correlate with student 
learning. 

The teaching consultants at the 
Center for Instructional Devel-
opment and Distance Education 
(CIDDE) find that many faculty 
members share the same incorrect 
assumptions about teaching.  This 
first University Times column 
about teaching debunks several 
of these assumptions and suggests 
ways for enhancing the teaching 
and learning experiences in your 
classes.

Assumption  No. 1:  I need to 
cover all of the content or stu-
dents will not learn it.

You love your field and want 
to share as much information 
with students as you can fit into 
a semester. However, when you 
try to cover too much content, 
there is no guarantee that lasting 
learning will occur. Covering a lot 
of content can result in students 
missing the main ideas, trying to 

Debunking common assumptions about teaching
memorize everything and recall-
ing little after the test.

Instead of trying to cover a 
wide breadth of information, 
begin planning a lesson by asking, 
“What three or four main concepts 
do I want students to remember?”  

Then identify the specific 
skills associated with those con-
cepts. Examples of skills could be 
“explain this concept in your own 
words” or “produce examples of 
the concept.” With this strategy, 
the breadth of information is 
sacrificed for deeper learning and 
better recall. 

Assumption No. 2: Students 
should do all of the readings 
that I assign.

You want to expose your 
students to as many ideas as 
possible and regularly assign sec-
tions from the textbooks as well 
as supplementary articles. When 
deciding what readings to assign, 
first decide how the materials will 
contribute to learning.   

• Explain to students how the 
readings will add to their under-
standing. 

• Provide study questions that 
ask students to summarize the 
content or explain ideas in their 
own words.  

• Ask students to suggest dis-
cussion questions for class.  

• Assign only readings that will 
support the skills you are focusing 
on that day.  Other readings should 
be added as optional.  

• Ask students to complete 
“difficulty statements” about 
the readings and to post them in 
CourseWeb and respond to one 
another before class. 

• Have students write a brief 
summary and personal response 
for the assignment.

Assumption No. 3: Students 
should know what I expect in 
an assignment.

As faculty, we tend to overlook 
the fact that undergraduates take 
courses in different disciplines, 
and each course has different 
expectations. Students cannot 
anticipate what is required for 
each course. For example, one 
instructor may stress techni-
cal writing. Another instructor 
expects students to prepare an 
argument and provide evidence to 
support their theses. Style manuals 
also vary between disciplines; you 
need to tell students which style 
you expect.  

When developing an assign-
ment, begin by explaining the 

purpose for the assignment and 
how it fits into the overall course.  

• Be specific. Tell students 
the skills that you want them to 
demonstrate.

—Evaluate the merits of ….
—Compare and contrast the 

events of ….
—Identify a research question 

and prepare a literature review.
—Select a topic from the news 

and explain the issue using the 
________ model.

—Identify the implications 
of ….

—Identify the forces leading 
up to ________. Explain your 
reasoning.

• Identify the style and speci-
fications for the assignments 
by providing examples. Ideally, 
students should receive feedback 
and have the opportunity to revise 
prior to submitting for a grade.  

• Clearly communicate your 
expectations for punctuation and 
grammar.

Assumption No. 4:  If I invite 
students to ask and answer 
questions, everyone in the class 
should respond. 

Many students feel threatened 
by the idea of speaking in class, 
especially when “cold-called.”   

But some simple strategies can 
promote participation by most of 
your students. 

• Establish a non-threatening, 
collaborative, interactive environ-
ment from the first class. Begin 
by asking questions at a general 
level of knowledge that would tap 
reserves of each student’s knowl-
edge and experience.

• Every 10-15 minutes, pause 
to have students reflect on the 
information that has been cov-
ered. When students take 30 
seconds to jot down an answer, 
they will be more prepared to 
participate. Or take this a step fur-
ther — Think-Write-Pair-Share 
activities encourage reflection and 
collaborative knowledge building:

—Ask each student to jot down 
a response to a question related to 
the learning objectives then share 
their responses with a classmate.  
If appropriate, ask them to try 
to reach a consensus on the best 
response.

—Then have two pairs of stu-
dents share their responses.

—Once all students have 
practiced discussing the material, 
each student should be prepared to 
summarize their group’s response 
aloud.

• Pose a question with multiple 
possible answers or perspectives, 
then ask students to raise hands to 
agree or disagree with a particular 
approach.  When you follow up by 
asking “Why?” students are likely 
to be prepared with an answer 
because they already have taken 
a stand on the question.            n
Carol Washburn is a senior instruc-
tional designer and manager of 
teaching and learning for CIDDE.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

Carol Washburn



JANUARY 9, 2014

3

in a program like the women’s 
studies program … to just focus 
on women as social actors is fairly 
narrow. Thinking of masculinity 
as socially constructed is an equally 
important idea.”

q
Reeser has a number of goals 

for the program, including his top 
goal of creating a gender, sexuality 
and women’s studies major. He and 
program faculty are in the process 
of creating required courses and 
plan to send their proposal to the 
dean’s office this spring.

He also hopes “to continue 
to create an interdisciplinary 
research profile that reflects the 
various wings of gender and sexu-
ality [and] highlights research in 
gender and sexuality that is going 
on at Pitt, by faculty, by grad 
students and by undergraduates.”

The program already has 
begun this effort by bringing 
in scholars from other schools, 
and faculty are discussing the 
creation of an interdisciplinary 
conference, Reeser says. A pro-
gram-wide theme for this school 
year, Gender and the Global, is 
being reflected in lectures, read-
ing groups, research and course 
content, while next year’s theme, 
Embodiment: Experience, Rep-
resentation, Politics, aims to have 
the program focus on the manner 
in which different kinds of bodies 
are presented in media, literature, 
politics and elsewhere.

“We didn’t take this lightly,” 
he says of the two-year debate 

Today, many long-time and newer 
faculty members alike see the 
appointment of Reeser, and the 
program’s expanded foci, as part 
of a natural evolution in women’s 
studies here and elsewhere in 
academia. 

English faculty member Mari-
anne L. Novy, who helped form 
the women’s studies steering com-
mittee in the mid-1970s and has 
been a member ever since, says, 
“I thought it was really important 
that we change the name and that 
we open ourselves up to important 
changes,” such as expanding the 
subjects of research by program 
faculty. Before the advent of 
women’s studies programs here 
and across the nation, she notes, 
“Scholarship used to look at the 
experience of men and assume 
this was human experience.” 
More recently, women’s studies 
programs have been opening to 
research about gender and sexual-
ity as well. 

Having a male program head, 
she adds, “really emphasizes that 
we’re not just looking at women’s 
experience and what we’re doing is 
not just relevant to women.

ity as well. 
Says Maureen Greenwald, 

one of the program’s three origi-
nal faculty: “As it has aged, the 
invention and reimagination has 
been quite wonderful. When the 
women’s studies program was just 
established … it was a program 
that had multiple responsibilities 
but it was a kind of groping or had 
to discover what in fact it should 
be about in terms of courses and 
programming. 

“A program that would be quite 
brief — that was the expectation 
at the time. The dean viewed 
women’s studies as compensatory 
work: ‘You will be putting women 
back into the curriculum. That 
will take a finite amount of time.’

Greenwald adds: “Women’s 
studies now has reached a new 
stage in which its identification, in 
terms of the name of the academic 
program, has really caught up with 
what the program has been about 
for a very long time. For some of 
us, gender relations is what the his-
tory of women has been concerned 
about. You can’t study one gender 
group without studying others and 
their interactions.”

q
Julie Beaulieu, who joined the 

program last year as a teaching 
fellow and is a lecturer this year, 
earned her BA in women’s stud-
ies but her work is in gender and 
sexuality. 

“I always knew we did this 
other kind of work under women’s 
studies. I was delighted to keep 
‘women’ in the name, but I also 
would have been happy with just 
gender and sexuality.” 

As for those who might still 
wonder whether a male program 
head is warranted, Beaulieu says: 
“I like that that question gets 
asked. Sometimes students will 
be surprised by it. It allows you 
to have conversations about men’s 
involvement in this scholarship.” 

Thirteen-year program vet-
eran Scott Kiesling, a linguis-
tics faculty member, is equally 
enthusiastic about the changes: 
“I think it better describes what I 
do … so it reflects the field a little 
better, while at the same time not 
forgetting some of the history of 
the program. Hopefully it will 
bring more students and faculty 
in so it will be even more inter-
disciplinary.”
 —Marty Levine                      n

contracts officer in the Office of 
Research. 

If the Office of Research con-
firms that the security require-
ments apply, the first step is to 
reach out to CSSD’s security 
team by placing a help ticket 
online (http://technology.pitt.
edu/helprequest/) or by calling 
the Technology Help Desk at 
412/624-HELP. Ask for a “data 
evaluation for security purposes.” 

The security team will sched-
ule a meeting with you to begin 
work on a security assessment. If 
FISMA does apply, you will be 
going through a much-abbrevi-
ated form of the law’s certification 
and accreditation process and, 
working with CSSD, will draft a 
department-specific security plan 
that defines your department’s 
responsibilities to safeguard the 
data. 

Costs are involved. The cost to 
the project will depend on a range 

of factors, including the current 
security status of the project and 
the number of people involved 
with its secure information.

Talk to us
Meeting FISMA regulations 

involves both human and technical 
factors. Many different FISMA-
regulated research projects will 
take place within the broader 
Pitt FISMA environment, and 
customizing that environment to 
meet the specific security needs 
of a project involves an ongoing 
series of consultations between 
the research team and the CSSD 
security team.

Please contact me at swee-
ney2@pitt.edu with any questions 
about FISMA or how its require-
ments may apply to your research 
project and its data sets.            n 

Sean Sweeney is the University’s 
information security officer.
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“We certainly don’t want to 
lose people who have always 
been interested in the fact that 
the program focuses on women’s 
experience,” she adds. However, 
the expansion of the program’s 
emphases will give its faculty the 
chance to create new courses “that 
will make students understand 
how more issues are relevant to 
them.”

Says Frayda Cohen, a program 
lecturer and its undergraduate 
adviser: “Part of what makes a 
women’s studies program really 
special, even more than other 
departments, like anthropology, 
which is my own department, is 
that it is very multi-disciplinary.” 

Cohen has been teaching in 
the program for seven years, on 
sex, race and popular culture and 
on gender and the politics of food. 
She found the two-year internal 
deliberation about the changes 
to be “a long, really thoughtful 
process,” which examined what 
other university women’s studies 
programs are doing as well. The 
appointment of Reeser, she says, 
“has been a long time coming. For 
anybody who has been involved 

about the current changes. “Not 
everyone agrees perfectly with the 
name, of course, but everyone I’ve 
talked to agrees that it’s good for 
the program and good for Pitt to 
have a name that represents a new 
period of teaching gender, sexual-
ity and women’s studies. 

“I personally could have gone 
either way on that question” of 
the name, notes Reeser, who has 
been teaching in the program for 
seven years. “You’ll notice that 
the new name is alphabetical … 
that factored into the discussion.”

Of course, he added, by itself 
“the name change means nothing” 
unless it represents a reconfigura-
tion of the program.

“Women are still an object of 
inquiry” in academics, he says. 
“Feminism is still an object of 
inquiry. They’ve been added 
to. They have inspired intellectual 
progeny. Sexuality has extended in 
a big way into the field.” In fact, 
he calls the name change almost 
“retroactive,” acknowledging 
trends already evident in recently 
added courses.

For instance, at the graduate 
level, the core course Theories of 
Gender and Sexuality was devel-
oped several years ago by English 
faculty member Nancy Glazener. 
New courses for spring 2014 
include Masculinity in Theory 
and Practice, and Sex and Sexu-
alities. The introductory course 
for freshmen and sophomores 
has been revamped to take into 
consideration gender and sexual-

Staff Association Council 
members continue to seek 
more information to make 

certain staff raises are equitable 
across the University, even though 
SAC President Rich Colwell 
told the group Dec. 11 that SAC 
officers had found no inequities 
thus far.

The officers met with Ron 
Frisch, associate vice chancellor 
for human resources, following 
SAC’s previous meeting, Colwell 
said, and were shown confidential 
data about staff raises. “Staff did 
good,” Colwell said, receiving 
fairly distributed raises during the 
University’s annual salary adjust-
ment: a salary-increase pool of 2.5 
percent, divided as 1.5 percent for 

salary maintenance for employees 
rated satisfactory in their work and 
1.0 percent for merit and other 
unit-level adjustments.

He also noted that his call for 
data from SAC members about 
raises in individual departments 
and schools had resulted in “a 
good response back … and I can 
comfortably say that what the 
University said they were going 
to do by the raises … they did.” 

Colwell still pressed for the 
administration to undertake the 
same analysis of staff salaries that 
it performs for faculty salaries, 
comparing them to salaries at 
similar institutions. 

Kathryn Trent, manager of 
grounds service, suggested that a 

SAC wants analysis of staff salaries
gender gap in wages likely exists 
among staff salaries as it does 
among faculty salaries. “I’d like to 
see it addressed,” she said. 

The matter was referred to the 
health, safety, IT and transporta-
tion committee. 

In other SAC news:
• Monika Losagio, vice presi-

dent of finance, reported the 
recipients of the awards from the 
SAC Book Fund, which pays for 
textbooks for Pitt undergraduate 
students who are children of staff 
members. 

Chosen among 24 applicants 
were recipients Rosalie Clements, 
daughter of Daniel Clements of 
Computing Services and Systems 
Development (CSSD); Alyssa 

Janosko, daughter of Yvonne 
Janosko of continuing education 
in the School of Nursing; Jenna 
Zaldonis, daughter of Diana 
Zaldonis of the Department of 
Cardiothoracic Surgery in the 
School of Medicine; Dominika 
Urban, daughter of Zsolt Urban 
of the Department of Human 
Genetics in the Graduate School 
of Public Health, and Kylea Cova-
leski, daughter of Paul Covaleski 
of CSSD. 

“It came as no surprise to us 
that the level of applications was 
so high, because the quality of our 
Pitt students is so high,” Losagio 
said. “It’s our hope that we con-
tinue and grow the SAC Book 
Fund so that we can continue to 

give more awards each year.”
• Andrew Stephany, chair of 

external relations, announced that 
his committee already was plan-
ning this year’s Pitt Kennywood 
Day and would be soliciting sug-
gestions for activities to retain and 
those to add.

• SAC’s next brown bag lunch 
presentation dates and subjects 
were announced: Jan. 23, Family 
and Medical Leave Act and short- 
and long-term disability; Feb. 
25, financial planning; March 
20, flexible spending, and April 
17, medical benefits. All will take 
place at noon in the ballroom of 
the William Pitt Union.

• Samantha Stephens, SAC 
administrator, resigned her post 
because she is taking on a new 
job at Pitt: human resources and 
business coordinator in athletics.
—Marty Levine                        n 

“Everyone I’ve 
talked to agrees 
that it’s good for 
the program and 
good for Pitt to 
have a name that 
represents a new 
period of teaching 
gender, sexuality 
and women’s 
studies.” 

—Todd Reeser
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A clinical dictionary for 
foreign and beginning 
students in the health-

care professions, begun as part of a 
Pitt massive open online course, or 
MOOC, has become a worldwide 
project being used by people in 36 
U.S. states and 73 countries.

Valerie Swigart, a faculty 
member in health promotion 
and development in the School 
of Nursing, created the six-week 
MOOC, Clinical Terminology 
for International and American 
Students, with Michael Gold, 
emeritus faculty of public adminis-
tration in the Graduate School of 
Public and International Affairs. 
It had more than 16,000 enrollees 
and ended Dec. 16. 

School of Nursing Dean Jac-
queline Dunbar-Jacob had sug-
gested the course because students 
in the health-care professions find 
themselves learning a kind of for-
eign language — medical terms, 
including numerous variants and 
abbreviations — when they first 
are placed in a clinical setting. 
This is especially difficult when 
the student’s native language is not 
English, but it is a tough hurdle 
for anyone.

“The dictionary was meant 
to be an adjunct,” says Gold, 
“because with a six-week course 
you can’t cover everything you 
want to.” 

The professors looked at 

existing dictionaries, “and we just 
weren’t happy with what we saw,” 
Gold says, “so we decided to go 
ahead and build it.”

Now the dictionary has taken 
on a life of its own. “Not only is 
it a beginner’s clinical dictionary, 
but it is also for people in foreign 
countries who are trying to attach 
what they hear to English termi-
nology,” he explains. 

The online resource, Clini-
cal Terminology Dictionary for 
Beginning International and U.S. 
Health Care Providers (www.
clinicalterminology.org), offers 
definitions, abbreviations, audio 
and phonetic pronunciations in 
English, plus a usage sample in a 
sentence and, occasionally, even a 
picture, for more than 300 terms 
so far.

The dictionary has contribu-
tions in German, Greek, Farsi, 
French, Italian, Russian, Spanish, 
Turkish, Chinese and Polish as 
well, with 34 more languages to 
pick from when adding entries. 
Anyone can contribute, although 
all contributors are vetted and 
their entries are edited. But Swi-
gart and Gold are counting on 
native speakers of foreign tongues, 
particularly medical translators, 
to add more material to help 
compatriots learn the English 
equivalents. 

“English is really an interna-
tional clinical language,” Gold 

notes. “But some people will be 
using their own language and they 
want to know what the English is. 
We just had a request to put in 
Hungarian, so that will be going 
in shortly.”

Swigart even expects to find 
a Cambodian contributor. “We 
have a teacher who takes students 
to Cambodia.”

Right now the dictionary has 
40 people authorized to add items. 
Swigart examines a list of those 
requesting to participate in the 
last 12 hours: There is an English 
as a Second Language teacher 
in France, a fifth-year Brazilian 
medical student, and a doctor in 
Mexico, among others. 

Entries in the dictionary 
can be viewed by category, such 
as diseases and symptoms and 
laboratory tests. They also can 
be searched by five different cri-
teria, including partial and related 
terms. Soon the dictionary also 
will be searchable by foreign terms 
and abbreviations.

“It’s a beginner’s dictionary, so 
we’re not aiming for everything” 
that might go in a full medical 
dictionary, Swigart says -— just 
terms encountered in the first four 
months of training. She believes it 
will help the clinical performance 
of a large group of students in 
the future “and improve patient 
safety.”
 —Marty Levine                      n

Clinical dictionary goes world-wide

Mathew Rosen-
b lum  o f  the 
Department of 
Music, the Q2 
Music  Album 
of the Week for 
Dec. 16, 2013. 

See www.wqxr.org/#!/story/
the-mind-bending-ear-opening-
music-mathew-rosenblum/.

Lisa Fiorentino, faculty 
member in nursing, has been 
named the director for the Center 
for Rural Health Practice at Pitt-
Bradford, which will enable the 
center and the nursing program 
to collaborate on projects. She 
succeeds Youmasa Siewe. 

Fiorentino, who directs the 
nursing and radiological sciences 
programs at Pitt-Bradford, will 
continue in those roles and to 
teach nursing. Her dual roles in 
the nursing programs on campus 
and with the center will allow the 
programs to work more closely 
with each other. 

Fiorentino has 
served on the Pitt-
Bradford faculty 
since 1985. She 
most recently 
c o m p l e t e d  a 
master of arts 
degree in anthro-
pology from the 
University at Buf-
falo, State University of New 
York, where she also earned her 
doctorate and a master of science 
in nursing.

Daniel Budny, a faculty 
member in the Swanson School 
of Engineering, has been inducted 
into Purdue University’s Book of 
Great Teachers.

Budny, a former faculty 
member in Purdue’s College 
of Engineering (1989-2000), is 
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Thomas E. McDermott, fac-
ulty member in electrical and com-
puter engineering in the Swanson 
School of Engineering, has been 
named an Institute of Electrical 
and Electronics Engineers (IEEE) 
fellow in recognition of his contri-
butions to modeling and analysis 
of electric power distribution 
systems and lightning protection, 
which have led to greater integra-
tion of renewable energy sources 
and to more reliable operation of 
the electric power system. 

The IEEE board of directors 
confers fellow status  — its highest 
membership grade — on individu-
als with an outstanding record of 
accomplishments in any of the 
IEEE fields of interest. 

The total number selected 
in any one year cannot exceed 
0.1 percent of the total voting 
membership. 

McDermott’s technical accom-
plishments include the develop-
ment of widely used software tools 
for engineering design; contribu-
tions to national standards for 
renewable energy integration; 
contributions to international 
standards for smart grid interoper-
ability, and application guides for 
lightning protection of electric 
power lines. 

McDermott recently joined 
Pitt’s full-time tenure-stream 
faculty after a career in private 
industry. He earned bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees in electric 
power at Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute and a PhD in electrical 
engineering from Virginia Tech. 
He is a licensed professional engi-
neer in Pennsylvania. 

He has received the IEEE 
Fortescue Fellowship, the IEEE 
Third Millennium Medal and the 
IEEE Power and Energy Society 
Pittsburgh Chapter Outstanding 
Engineer awards. 

In addition to serving in several 
roles with IEEE, he also contrib-
utes to Cigre, the International 
Council on Large Electric Systems 
based in Paris. 

Sommer Elliott-Disque has 
been named director of counsel-
ing and student development at 
Pitt-Titusville.  She most recently 
was a program director at the 
Venango Training and Develop-
ment Center. 

Elliott-Disque earned her 
undergraduate degree in psychol-
ogy at Pitt-Titusville and her 
master’s degree in mental health 
counseling at Walden University. 
She served an internship in the 
Pitt-Titusville counseling center 
2012-13.  

She is a member of Chi Sigma 
lota, the American Counseling 
Association and the American 
Mental Health Counseling Asso-
ciation.

Mathematics faculty member 
Michael Neilan has won the 
Leslie Fox Prize in numerical 
analysis with the talk, “Conform-
ing and Divergence-free Stokes 
Elements on General Triangular 
Meshes.”  

The talk was based on his 
paper, co-authored with Johnny 
Guzman of Brown University, 
which appeared in the journal 
Mathematics of Computations. 

The biennial Fox prize, 
awarded to an individual under 
age 31, was established in 1985 by 
the Institute of Mathematics and 
its Applications in honor of math-

ematician Leslie Fox (1918-92). A 
prize committee reviews submit-
ted papers and invites shortlisted 
candidates to give lectures at the 
Leslie Fox Prize meeting, then 
awards first and second prizes 
based on “mathematical and algo-
rithmic brilliance” in tandem with 
presentational skills.

David Swigon has become 
graduate student director in the 
Department of Mathematics, 
succeeding Paul Gartside, who 
stepped down after serving for 
four years in the position. 

Pat Markham is the math 
department’s new graduate stu-
dent administrator. Markham, a 
graduate of Chatham University, 
also has more than 20 years of 
work experience at Chatham, 
most recently as nursing program 
coordinator.

 
  Pitt-Bradford has named two 

new ex-officio members to its 
advisory board and reappointed 
21 members. Ex-officio mem-
bers serve on the advisory board 
because of the offices they hold.

Newly appointed ex-officio 
members are Maryann Ander-
son, superintendent of Kane 
Area School District, and Ronald 
L. Orris, executive director of 
the Bradford Area Chamber of 
Commerce.

Orris also is chairman of the 
board for Futures Rehabilita-
tion Center in Bradford and the 
Bradford Water Authority and 
controller for the City of Bradford.

Members approved for new 
three-year terms are Timothy 
J. Asinger, Jack Campbell Jr., 
R. Michael Carlson, Carlyle 
C. Conn, William C. Conrad, 
Martin J. Digel, Susan Evans, 
Frederick W. Fesenmyer, 
Donald J. Fredeen, Andrea 
Gonzalez, Stephen P. Grillo, 
Kenneth C. Kane, Douglas E. 
Kuntz, William Leven Jr., Julie 
A. Marasco, Richard A. Masson, 
James M. McDonough, Elaine 
F. Northrup, Peter J. Pantuso, 
John W. Seltzer and William J. 
Wagner.

Larry E. Davis, dean of the 
School of Social Work and direc-
tor and founder of the Center on 
Race and Social Problems, will be 
inducted as a fellow of the Ameri-
can Academy of Social Work and 
Social Welfare Jan. 18.

The academy is an honorary 
society of distinguished scholars 
and practitioners dedicated to 
achieving excellence in the field 
of social work and social welfare 
through high-impact work that 
advances social good.

Davis has been committed to 
social work research and scholar-
ship for more than 40 years. He 
came to the University in 2001 
from Washington University in 
St. Louis, where he had been a 
faculty member since 1977.

He has written, edited or 
co-authored five books and is 
the founder and chairman of the 
editorial board of the journal Race 
and Social Problems. 

Davis also is the founder and 
leader of REAP, a consortium of 
race, ethnicity and poverty centers 
across the United States.            

New York public radio sta-
tion WQXR named the Boston 
Modern Orchestra Project album, 
“Möbius Loop,” composed by 

associate professor of civil and 
environmental engineering and 
academic director of Pitt’s fresh-
man engineering program. 

He earned his 
BS in civil engi-
neering and MS 
in environmental 
engineering from 
Michigan Tech-
nological Univer-
sity, and his MS 
in engineering 
mechanics and 

PhD in civil engineering from 
Michigan State.

Purdue’s Book of Great Teach-
ers “bears the names of past and 
present faculty members who have 
devoted their lives to excellence 
in teaching and scholarship.” 
Honorees are chosen by Purdue 
students and faculty. 

At Purdue, Budny received 
the Best Teacher Award in Engi-
neering Education (1996) and the 
Charles B. Murphy Outstanding 
Undergraduate Teaching Award 
(1992-93). 

Budny’s academic and profes-
sional interests are in the fields 
of basic fluid mechanics and in 
the development of programs 
that assist first-year engineering 
students by providing counseling 
and cooperative learning environ-
ments.

In addition, Budny has devel-
oped international service learn-
ing projects in South America for 
Swanson school undergraduates. 

This past summer, students in 
his international senior design 
experience course constructed a 
water distribution system in the 
indigenous Kuna Nega commu-
nity near Panama City, Panama, 
with the support of Engineers 
Without Borders (EWB). 

In 2011 his international 
learning project to build a water 
distribution system in Tingo 
Pucará, Ecuador, was recognized 
by EWB-USA with its Premier 
Project Award, which recognizes 
excellence in EWB-USA projects 
and highlights projects that deliver 
high quality, sustainable solutions 
to help meet the basic needs of 
partnering communities abroad. 

Budny also serves as general 
program chair of the national 
First Year Engineering Experience 
Conference presented by Pitt, 
Notre Dame and Texas A&M. 

In 2011 he was recognized as 
Professor of the Year by the Pitts-
burgh Chapter of the American 
Society of Civil Engineering. 

Hillary Stitt has been pro-
moted from retention specialist 
to program manager of the TRiO 
student support services program 
at Pitt-Bradford. 

As program manager, Stitt will 
oversee the work of a retention 
specialist and academic adviser, 
both of whom are in the process 
of being hired following the depar-
ture of Margot Myers, former 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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In a Dec. 12 meeting of its 
property and facilities com-
mittee, Pitt’s Board of Trustees 

approved renovations to Bruce 
Hall housing and okayed a 10-year 
lease at the Rivertech Office 
Works for the School of Health 
and Rehabilitation Sciences 
(SHRS) Department of Sports 
Medicine and Nutrition. 

Bruce Hall renovations
The committee approved 

preliminary project development 

to the trustees budget committee 
for inclusion in the University’s 
operating and capital budgets.

Rivertech lease for SHRS
The committee also approved 

a 10-year lease of 11,667 square 
feet of office and lab space at 
Rivertech Office Works to house 
the Department of Sports Medi-
cine and Nutrition.

The department currently 
leases 7,790 square feet in two 
separate buildings at the Rivertech 
complex. The move will enable 
the department to expand into a 
single space in Building 7, located 
on South Water Street in the 
South Side. 

Among the research programs 
housed in the Rivertech space 
are the Neuromuscular Research 
Laboratory (NMRL), which 
focuses on injury mitigation and 
performance optimization needs 
of the military’s special operations 
forces, and the Warrior Human 
Performance Center.

According to trustees doc-

uments, the department has 
received research funding from 
the Office of Naval Research, 
the U.S. Army Medical Research 
and Material Command and the 
Air Force Surgeon General/Air 
Force Material Command since 
2007. It currently is funded in 

Bruce Hall renovation approved

a week,” Wallace finishes. “The 
best thing about our partnership 
… we cooperate really well and we 
play on each other’s strengths. We 
tend to share projects rather than 
divide them.” 

 “It’s really important to do 
both teaching and advising,” says 
Wolfe. “We see what the students 
are going through each semester. 
It helps us keep our context and 
compassion. 

“And advising helps us to 
teach. We’re much more aware 
of the over-arching goal of the 
whole educational experience: 
What do we want them to leave 
the University with? It’s not just, 
‘Did I teach them this?’”

q
The pair gather continual data 

on students who need extra help 
and students who are excelling, 
since both categories benefit 
from extra attention. Sometimes 
the pair needs to deal with stu-
dents’ personal problems as well. 
Reports Wallace: “We have had 
some students where we call their 
parents —”

“— or walk them to the coun-
seling center,” Wolfe adds. “It’s 
not always easy for students to take 
the initiative to seek that help or 
they don’t know what is available.”

For more general advising, 
such as econ major events or 
scholarship announcements, the 
pair maintains a Facebook page 
and of course answers student 
emails: 11,500 a year by last count. 
LinkedIn helps them gather econ 
alumni success stories, giving cur-
rent students visible paths toward 
specific careers.

“We like the students, that’s 
the crux of it,” says Wallace. “And 
we like watching them succeed.”

“The same way that you’re 
proud of what your kids accom-
plish,” Wolfe says. “And it’s not 
like we think we make them suc-
ceed. I think the students appreci-
ate having someone so invested in 
their outcomes.”

They’ve watched as Pitt stu-
dents have become more academi-
cally active and adventurous over 
the past decade, getting more 
involved in research projects in 
the department. But they don’t 
see the need for advising services 
shrinking any time soon.

“It’s a very personal service, so 
it can’t really change that much,” 
says Wallace. 

“Every student who walks into 
the University will need advice,” 
says Wolfe. “It’s not like the Uni-
versity is going to give up advising 
… or we’ll be replaced by robots!”
—Marty Levine                      n

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Bruce Hall, the 
building at the 
far right of the 
photo, is slated 
for interior and 
infrastructure 
upgrades.

Advisers form 
winning team

funding for a $7.795 million pro-
ject that will upgrade Bruce Hall’s 
interior and infrastructure. 

Bruce Hall, which houses 198 
undergraduates, was built in 1923. 
According to project documents, 
the building has outdated bath-
rooms and system infrastructure 
deficiencies.

The project will upgrade 
52,440 square feet of space as 
part of ongoing improvements to 
University housing. Renovations 
will include replacement of storm 
and sanitary piping infrastructure, 
the addition of stairway pressur-
ization for fire safety, replacement 
of bathroom fixtures and creation 
of handicapped-accessible bath-
rooms, replacement of obsolete 
air handling units, upgraded door 
security hardware, new flooring 
and paint.

The project will be funded 
through auxiliary reserves. 

The committee is authorized 
to approve all University con-
struction projects in excess of $2 
million and to report its actions 

excess of $44.21 million through 
fiscal year 2018, with additional 
growth expected.

The new lease will begin Jan. 
1, 2015, with initial annual rent 
of $277,091.25 or $23.75 per 
square foot.
—Kimberly K. Barlow              n
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NIH awards 
$1.5 million for 
study of 
pancreatic 
cancer

that blocking autophagy, a new 
approach to treating cancer, will 
improve the efficacy of chemo-
therapy for pancreatic cancer 
patients.”

international investigators and 
community and industry partners 
whose work is focused on the 
development and rigorous evalu-
ation of promising microbicides, 
which are products applied inside 
the vagina or rectum that are 
intended to prevent the sexual 
transmission of HIV.

Said co-principal investigator 
Sharon Hillier, vice chair for 
faculty affairs in obstetrics, gyne-
cology and reproductive sciences 
in the School of Medicine and an 
MWRI member: “Although prog-
ress in the field of HIV prevention 
and treatment has been nothing 
short of breathtaking over the 
last decade, there are two groups 
who continue to have high rates 
of new HIV infections — young 
women and men who have sex 
with men. The MTN is focused 
on developing products to address 
their unmet needs. To address the 
HIV epidemic in young women, 
we currently are conducting a 
large phase III trial of a vaginal 
ring that women use for a month 
at a time. Moving forward, we are 
committed to developing products 
that could prevent both HIV and 
unwanted pregnancy, which would 
empower young women to take 
charge of their own reproductive 
health.”

Another high-priority research 
area is to address the unmet need 

for new HIV prevention products 
for use by men who have sex with 
men, transgender women and 
heterosexual women who have 
anal sex.

Said co-principal investigator 
Ian McGowan, medicine faculty 
in the Division of Gastroenterol-
ogy, Hepatology and Nutrition 
in the School of Medicine and 
an MWRI member: “Our entire 
scientific agenda is focused on 
conducting the kind of studies 
that can get safe and effective HIV 
prevention products approved for 
widespread use, whether these 
be vaginal or rectal microbicides. 
Clearly, we can’t end the HIV 
epidemic with condoms alone.”

The MTN is composed of 
three major components: a leader-
ship and operations center, which 
is led by Hillier and McGowan; a 
laboratory center, based at MWRI 
and led by Charlene Dezzutti, 
faculty in obstetrics, gynecology 
and reproductive sciences in the 
School of Medicine, and a statisti-
cal data and management center 
based at the Fred Hutchinson 
Cancer Research Center in 
Seattle. The $70 million from 
NIAID supports the work of the 
leadership and operations center 
and the laboratory center.

The network is affiliated with 
more than 25 clinical research sites 
in Africa, North America, South 
America and Asia, which are part 
of NIAID-funded clinical trials 
units (CTUs).

An additional $8.7 million was 
awarded to Pitt by NIAID over 
seven years to remain one of 37 
CTUs for HIV/AIDS research. 
The CTUs are responsible for 
implementing the scientific agen-
das of NIAID’s networks. John 
Mellors, medicine faculty and 
chief of the Division of Infectious 
Diseases in the School of Medi-
cine, is the principal investigator 
for the unit, which will oversee 
MTN studies conducted at Pitt 
and studies of the AIDS Clinical 
Trial Group (ACTG), another 
NIH-funded clinical trials net-
work, at research sites at Pitt and 
Ohio State University. Mellors 
also leads the virology cores of the 
MTN’s and ACTG’s laboratory 
centers and the ACTG’s efforts 
to cure HIV infection.

ment of anxiety has the potential 
to not only improve overall quality 
of life, but also reduce the risk of 
cardiovascular diseases, such as 
stroke, later in life.”

Anxiety disorders affect nearly 
20 percent of American adults in 
any given year, and are character-
ized by feelings of fear, unease 
and worry, often lasting at least 
six months.  Feelings of stress and 
anxiety also are common in people 
who feel depressed or have other 
mental health problems, includ-
ing alcohol or substance abuse.  
Stroke, which occurs when blood 
flow to a part of the brain stops, is 
the No. 4 killer and a leading cause 
of disability in the U.S.

Said Rebecca Thurston, 
psychiatry faculty member and 
co-author of the study: “Most of 
the focus up until this point has 
been on depression. These find-
ings underscore the importance of 
also considering anxiety when con-
sidering cardiovascular diseases 
[and] encourage practitioners to 
assess and treat anxiety, as well as 
to reconsider popular notions such 
as ‘worried well’ — this worrying 
may not make us so well.”

Researchers studied people 
aged 25-74 who had not experi-
enced a stroke and were represen-
tative of the general U.S. popula-
tion. All participants were enrolled 
in the National Health and 
Nutrition Examination Survey 
(NHANES), which collected data 
from 1971-75. Participants filled 
out a questionnaire that measured 
anxiety and depression levels, and 
then were followed for a period 
of up to 22 years.  Researchers 
tracked stroke occurrences in these 
people through death certificates 
as well as hospital and nursing 
home reports. 

“Even a modest increase in 
anxiety was associated with an 
increase in stroke risk, so greater 
education and awareness of anxi-
ety management is important,” 
added Lambiase. The researchers 
also noted that people with high 
anxiety levels are more likely to 
smoke and be physically inactive 
which may help explain part of the 
anxiety-stroke link. 

A researcher from Harvard 
contributed to this study, which 
was funded by the National Heart, 
Lung and Blood Institute and 
NIMH.

Race a factor 
in weight loss

African-American women 
may need to eat fewer calories or 
burn more than their Caucasian 
counterparts to lose a comparable 
amount of weight, according to 
School of Medicine researchers 
in a study published in the Inter-
national Journal of Obesity.

Several studies have suggested 
that African-American women 
don’t lose as much weight as 
Caucasian women in response to 
the same behavioral interventions 
of calorie restriction or increased 
physical activity, noted lead 
investigator James P. DeLany, 
medicine faculty member in the 
Division of Endocrinology and 
Metabolism in the School of 
Medicine.

Said DeLany: “At first, it was 
thought that perhaps the African-
American women didn’t adhere as 
closely to their calorie prescrip-
tions or that the interventions 
were not culturally sensitive. But 
even in research projects that were 

The National Institutes of 
Health (NIH) has awarded a 
five-year grant of more than $1.5 
million to Herbert J. Zeh III, 
surgery faculty member and chief 
of the Division of Gastrointes-
tinal Surgical Oncology at the 
University of Pittsburgh Cancer 
Institute (UPCI) and UPMC Can-
cerCenter, and Michael T. Lotze, 
faculty in surgery, immunology 
and bioengineering and assistant 
vice chancellor, Schools of the 
Health Sciences, at UPCI. They 
are partnering with the Cancer-
Center to study a novel treatment 
for pancreatic ductal adenocarci-
noma (PDA), the most common 
form of pancreatic cancer.

PDA is the fourth-leading 
cause of cancer deaths in the 
United States. The five-year sur-
vival of patients suffering from 
PDA is less than 5 percent.

The pair hypothesize that the 
cancer progresses and is difficult 
to treat because of a biological 
pathway called autophagy, a form 
of programmed cell survival that 
tumor cells use to avoid apoptosis, 
or cell death.

Said Lotze: “It is our hope 

HIV/AIDS 
researchers 
get almost 
$80 million

The federal government has 
awarded nearly $80 million to Pitt 
HIV/AIDS researchers.

The Microbicide Trials Net-
work (MTN) has received $70 
million in new funding from 
the NIH’s National Institute 
of Allergy and Infectious Dis-
eases (NIAID), as well as the 
Eunice Kennedy Shriver National 
Institute of Child Health and 
Human Development and the 
National Institute of Mental 
Health (NIMH). Now, MTN will 
continue through 2021 to develop 
and test products that aim to 
reduce the spread of HIV, the virus 
that causes AIDS. The program, 
begun in 2006, is based at Pitt and 
Magee-Womens Research Insti-
tute (MWRI). It has completed 
13 trials since 2006; 11 more are 
in progress or will begin within 
the year, and several new studies 
will be designed and implemented 
during the new funding period.

The MTN brings together 

Anxiety may 
increase 
long-term 
stroke risk

People with high levels of anxi-
ety may be at an increased risk for 
stroke, according to a new study 
published in the journal Stroke. 
Pitt researchers evaluated more 
than 6,000 participants and found 
those with the highest levels of 
anxiety are 33 percent more likely 
to suffer a stroke, as compared to 
their less anxious counterparts.

Previous studies have found 
that higher levels of anxiety are 
associated with increased risk for 
coronary heart disease; few studies 
have investigated the connection 
between anxiety and stroke. This 
study is the first to report an asso-
ciation between higher anxiety 
symptoms and an increased risk for 
stroke, despite other risk factors 
such as depression.

Said Maya Lambiase, post-
doctoral scholar in psychiatry at 
the School of Medicine and lead 
author: “Anxiety is a very common 
condition in the general popula-
tion, but it’s also a modifiable 
behavior. Assessment and treat-
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designed to address those possi-
bilities, the difference in weight 
loss remained.”

DeLany’s team decided to see 
if there were metabolic reasons 
behind the discrepancy by examin-
ing body weight changes, energy 
expenditure, physical activity and 
energy intake among 39 severely 
obese African-American and 66 
Caucasian women who were par-
ticipating in a six-month weight 
loss program of calorie restriction 
and increased physical activity. 
They measured body composition 
and daily energy expenditure at the 
beginning and end of the interven-
tion period and assessed physical 
activity levels using multisensor 
activity monitors. By combining 
these measures, they obtained 
objective assessment of intake 
during the intervention.

The researchers found that 
the African-American women 
lost about seven pounds fewer 
than the Caucasian women, even 
though their starting body mass 
index, or BMI, measures were 
comparable and they followed as 
closely to the calorie restriction 
and activity prescriptions. But 
the African-American women had 
lower resting metabolic rates and 
expended less energy daily than 
the other group.

Calorie prescriptions typically 
are calculated by determining 
how many calories are needed to 
fuel the body’s basic physiological 
processes and adding the calories 
needed for other activities. To 
maintain weight, calorie intake 
and output should be equal. If 
more calories are burned than 
are taken in by eating, weight loss 
should occur.

“We prescribe how many 
calories are allowed and how 
much activity is needed during 
weight-loss interventions based 
on the premise that people of the 
same weight have similar meta-
bolic rates,” DeLany said. “But to 
account for their lower metabolic 
rate, African-American women 
must further reduce the number 
of calories they eat or use up more 
of them with exercise in order to 
lose the same number of pounds in 
the same time span as a Caucasian 
woman of the same weight.”

Other members of the research 
team were John M. Jakicic, 
health and physical activity 
faculty member in the School 
of Education and the Physical 
Activity and Weight Management 
Research Center in the Division 
of Endocrinology in the School of 
Medicine; Jolene B. Lowery, now 
of Morehouse College; Kazanna 
C. Hames, now of Mayo Clinic; 
David E. Kelley, now of Merck 
Sharp & Dohme Corp., and Bret 
H. Goodpaster, now of Florida 
Hospital, Orlando.

The study was funded by the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
Department of Health.

ences suggests that a method of 
biologically manipulating certain 
neurocircuits could lead to a phar-
macological approach that would 
weaken post-withdrawal cocaine 
cravings. The findings were pub-
lished in Nature Neuroscience. 

Dong’s team used rat models 
to examine the effects of cocaine 
addiction and withdrawal on nerve 
cells in the nucleus accumbens, a 
small region in the brain that is 
associated with reward, emotion, 
motivation and addiction. Specifi-
cally, they investigated the roles of 
synapses, the structures at the ends 
of nerve cells that relay signals. 

When an individual uses 
cocaine, some immature synapses 
are generated, which are called 
silent synapses because they send 
few signals under normal physi-
ological conditions. After that 
individual quits using cocaine, 
these silent synapses go through a 
maturation phase and acquire the 
ability to send signals. Once they 
can send signals, the synapses will 
send craving signals for cocaine if 
the individual is exposed to cues 
that previously led him or her to 
use the drug. 

The researchers hypothesized 
that if they could reverse the 
maturation of the synapses, the 
synapses would remain silent, thus 
rendering them unable to send 
craving signals. They examined 
a chemical receptor known as 
CP-AMPAR that is essential for 
the maturation of the synapses. In 
their experiments, the synapses 
reverted to their silent states when 
the receptor was removed. 

Said Dong, the study’s corre-
sponding author: “Reversing the 
maturation process prevents the 
intensification process of cocaine 
craving. We are now developing 
strategies to maintain the ‘reversal’ 
effects. Our goal is to develop 
biological and pharmacological 
strategies to produce long-lasting 
de-maturation of cocaine-gener-
ated silent synapses.”

Dong collaborated with neu-
roscience colleague Susan Sesack 
and researchers from the Euro-
pean Neuroscience Institute, 
National Institute on Drug 
Abuse (NIDA); Icahn School of 
Medicine at Mount Sinai, and the 
Chicago Medical School of the 
Rosalind Franklin University of 
Medicine and Science. 

The research was supported by 
NIDA and the German Research 
Foundation.

Immune 
avoidance 
mechanism 
discovered

A mosquito-borne virus that 
kills about half of the people it 
infects uses a never-before-doc-
umented mechanism to “hijack” 
one of the cellular regulatory 
systems of its hosts to suppress 
immunity, researchers from the 
Center for Vaccine Research 
(CVR) found.

The discovery, which will 
be published in Nature and was 
funded by NIH, could aid in 
the development of vaccines and 
treatments for eastern equine 
encephalitis virus (EEEV), a rare 
but deadly disease that is found 
primarily in the Atlantic and Gulf 
states. It also may be useful in 
efforts to inhibit other diseases, 
such as West Nile virus, dengue, 
rhinovirus and SARS.  

Said senior author Wil-
liam Klimstra, microbiology 
and molecular genetics faculty 
member and part of the CVR: 
“Anytime you understand how 
a virus causes a disease, you can 
find ways to interrupt that process. 
And this discovery is particularly 
exciting because it is the first time 
that anyone has shown a virus 
using this particular strategy to 
evade its host’s immune system and 
exacerbate disease progression.”

EEEV carries ribonucleic 
acid (RNA) as its genetic mate-
rial. Klimstra and his colleagues 
discovered that EEEV evolved to 
have a binding site in its RNA that 
fits perfectly with a small piece of 
RNA, called microRNA, in the 
cells of the organism that the virus 
is invading. Typically, microRNAs 
are produced by the host to control 
its own cellular processes.

When the virus binds with 
the microRNA in certain cells 
involved in triggering an immune 
response in a human, it restricts its 
own replication. This allows the 
virus to evade an immune response 
because the viral replication in 
these cells is what would normally 
tip off the host’s immune system 
and induce it to mount an attack 
to rid the body of the virus.

Meanwhile, the virus is able to 
replicate and spread undetected in 

the cells of the host’s neurological 
system and cause overwhelming 
disease.

EEEV causes inflammation 
of the brain that begins with the 
sudden onset of headache, high 
fever, chills and vomiting and can 
quickly progress to disorientation, 
seizures and coma.

There is no treatment for the 
disease, but it is rare, with about 
five-30 cases reported in the U.S. 
annually, according to the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. It has a 30-70 per-
cent fatality rate, the highest of 
any North American mosquito-
borne virus, with significant brain 
damage in most survivors.

It does not transmit easily to 
humans, and the mosquito species 
that typically carries it usually is 

found in swampy areas that aren’t 
highly populated, though it has 
been found in more common 
mosquitoes, spurring pesticide 
spraying, curfews and outdoor 
event cancellations in recent years 
in states such as Massachusetts, 
where EEEV is found more fre-
quently.

In the laboratory, Klimstra and 
his colleagues created a mutant 
version of EEEV without the 
microRNA binding site, which 
allowed them to discover that 
the binding site is key to the 
virus evading detection. When 
this manufactured mutant ver-
sion was tested in the laboratory, 
the researchers found that the 
host’s immune system was able 
to mount an effective response to 
the mutant virus. Klimstra added 
that the studies mostly were done 
in the Regional Biocontainment 
Laboratory at Pitt, a unique, high-
security facility constructed with 
Pitt and NIH funds.  

“Viruses are constantly evolv-
ing and changing,” said Klimstra. 
“However, the genetic sequence 
that allows EEEV to bind to our 
microRNA has persisted. We find 
it in samples from the 1950s, which 
indicates tremendous evolution-
ary selection pressure to maintain 
this mechanism. Ultimately, these 
results suggest that the mutant 
virus could be used as an EEEV 
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Possible 
pharmacologic 
solution to 
cocaine 
addiction 

Imagine kicking a cocaine 
addiction simply by popping a 
pill that alters the way your brain 
processes chemical addiction. 
New research led by neurosci-
ence professor Yan Dong in the 
Dietrich School of Arts and Sci-
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vaccine and that microRNA 
blockers could have potential for 
use as a therapeutic treatment 
for EEEV-infected patients who 
currently can be treated only with 
supportive care.” 

Co-authors on this research 
were Derek W. Trobaugh, Cris-
tina L. Gardner, Chengqun Sun 
and Kate D. Ryman of the CVR 
and microbiology and molecular 
genetics, along with researchers 
from the University of Texas 
and the Weizmann Institute of 
Science.
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individual has a collection of 
granulomas, some containing live 
bacteria and some that are sterile 
because the immune system has 
killed all the bacteria. So in this 
sense, there’s no such thing as a 
latent or active granuloma.”

The research team infected 
monkeys with TB and then 
tracked the granulomas that 
developed in the lungs. They 
determined that each granuloma 
starts with only one bacterium, 
and that bacterial replication 
continues for about four weeks 
before the body counters with an 
adaptive immune response to kill 
off the invaders.

“This response was sufficient 
to kill all the bacteria and sterilize 
some granulomas, but bacteria 
persisted in others and spread to 
create new granulomas,” Flynn 
said. “You need only one granu-
loma to ‘go bad’ in order to get 
active TB.”

Even when an animal had a 
severe active infection, some of 
their granulomas were sterile, 
indicating the immune system 
was capable of killing bacteria, 
the researchers found.

“We don’t know yet why the 
immune response produced dif-
ferent results in different lesions,” 
Flynn said. “When we develop a 
deeper understanding of why the 
immune response produced dif-
ferent results in different lesions, 
we will be closer to harnessing 
the right mechanisms to develop 
effective vaccines to prevent TB.”

The research team included 
team medicine faculty Philana 
Ling Lin, M. Teresa Cole-
man and Amy J. Myers. Other 
researchers were from Harvard 
and Texas A&M. 

The project was funded by the 
Bill & Melinda Gates Founda-
tion, the Otis Childs Trust of the 
Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh 
Foundation, NIH and its National 
Institute of Allergy and Infec-
tious Diseases, Howard Hughes 
Medical Institute, the Physician 
Scientist Early Career Award, the 
Harvard Merit Fellowship, the 
Burroughs Wellcome Foundation 
Investigator in the Pathogenesis 

of Infectious Diseases Fellowship, 
the Robert A. Welch Foundation 
and the Melvin J. and Geraldine 
L. Glimcher Associate Profes-
sorship.

Pharm prof 
gets grant

The Vasculitis Foundation 
has awarded a two-year grant to 
Carolyn Thorpe, faculty member 
in pharmacy and therapeutics at 
the School of Pharmacy, for her 
study “Impact of Healthcare Uti-
lization and Informal Caregiver 
for Primary Systemic Vasculitis: 
A National Perspective.”

Thorpe and her team will use 
national administrative data from 
Medicare as well as the Healthcare 
Cost and Utilization Project to 
characterize variations in health-
care utilization, medication use, 
costs and mortality by individu-
als who have a form of primary 
systemic vasculitis. They also will 
survey patients and their family 
and friends to describe the nature 
and impact of informal caregiving 
for systemic vasculitis and identify 
predictors of greater burden. 

Co-investigators included 
pharmacy faculty member Joshua 
Thorpe and researchers from the 
University of North Carolina.

NCI supports 
pharm prof

Pharmaceutical sciences fac-
ulty member Song Li has received 
a grant from the National Cancer 
Institute for his study “Targeted 
Combination Therapy for Breast 
Cancer.”

The goal of this five-year study 
is to develop a dual functional drug 
carrier to achieve synergistic anti-
tumor activity with codelivered 
anticancer agents to improve the 
treatment of breast cancer. 

October 2011 to November 2012 
agreed to respond to a computer-
ized survey about their experiences 
with relationships and pregnancy. 
They were asked questions about 
birth control sabotage, pregnancy 
coercion and intimate partner 
violence, including the questions: 
“Has someone you were dating or 
going out with ever taken off the 
condom while you were having sex 
so that you would get pregnant?” 
and “Has someone you were 
dating or going out with ever told 
you not to use any birth control?” 

Five percent of respondents 
reported reproductive coercion 
in the past three months and 
12 percent reported an unin-
tended pregnancy in the past 
year. Among those who reported 
recent reproductive coercion, 21 
percent reported an unintended 
pregnancy in the past year. The 
association occurred indepen-
dently of any history of reported 
physical or sexual violence in the 
relationship. 

The findings also highlight the 
importance of clinics that provide 
reproductive health services as 
sites for identification, assess-
ment and interventions for young 
women to reduce harm related 
to intimate partner violence and 
reproductive coercion. These set-
tings can serve as a connection to 
support services and prevention 
education to increase women’s 
safety and reduce pregnancy risk. 

The study was funded by the 
National Institute of Child Health 
and Human Development. 

Col laborators  inc luded 
researchers from Children’s 
Hospital, the University of Cali-
fornia-Davis, Johns Hopkins and 
UC-San Diego.

advanced disease could affect 
overall survival. 

“Our initial results don’t show 
any difference in survival rates, 
but we are early in the follow-up 
phase,” said Soran. “However, we 
did notice that one patient sub-
group — patients with a singular 
metastasis to the bone — is trend-
ing toward prolonged survival.” 

Patients with aggressive forms 
of the disease and patients with 
multiple metastases on the liver 
and lungs derived less benefit from 
the treatment approach. 

“Breast cancer isn’t just a U.S. 
concern, it’s a global disease,” 
Soran said. 

Lung lesion 
variants give 
hope for TB
treatment

The lung lesions in an indi-
vidual infected with tuberculosis 
(TB) are surprisingly variable 
and independent of each other, 
whether the patient has clinically 
active or latent disease, accord-
ing to a new animal study led by 
School of Medicine researchers. 
The findings, published in Nature 
Medicine, could point the way to 
new vaccines to prevent the hard-
to-treat infection.

More than 30 percent of the 
world’s population is infected with 
mycobacterium tuberculosis, the 
bacterium that causes TB, yet only 
5-10 percent of those infected 
develop active, contagious disease 
with symptoms of coughing, chest 
pain, night sweats and weight 
loss. Most have asymptomatic, or 
“latent,” infections that are not 
contagious, but could become 
active years later.

When the lungs become 
infected with M. tuberculosis, 
the body’s immune system walls 
off the bacteria into lesions called 
granulomas, explained co-senior 
investigator JoAnne Flynn, 
microbiology and molecular 
genetics faculty member in the 
School of Medicine. “It’s long 
been thought that the patient with 
a weakened immune system or 
some other immune vulnerability 
was more likely to develop active 
disease. But to our surprise, our 
study showed that every infected 

Results of 
reproductive 
coercion 
studied

Birth control sabotage and 
pressure to become pregnant by 
male partners, also called “repro-
ductive coercion,” in the previous 
three months is associated with 
recent unintended pregnancy 
among adolescent and young 
adult females utilizing reproduc-
tive health services, according to a 
study appearing in Contraception. 

The study, led by Elizabeth 
Miller, pediatrics faculty member 
in the School of Medicine, adds to 
the growing body of research on 
how abusive relationships increase 
young women’s risk for unwanted 
and unplanned pregnancies.

Said Miller: “More than half 
of the pregnancies in the United 
States are unintended and can 
result in poor health for mothers 
and their infants. We need to pay 
attention to ways in which male 
partners may influence women’s 
reproductive decisions. 

“Clinicians providing repro-
ductive health care should discuss 
reproductive coercion in addition 
to physical and sexual violence 
in relationships to help women 
reduce their risk for pregnancies 
that are mistimed, unwanted or 
unplanned.” 

More than 3,600 English and 
Spanish-speaking women ages 
16-29 at 24 family planning clin-
ics in western Pennsylvania from 

Surgery may 
help certain 
advanced 
breast cancers

Patients newly diagnosed 
with advanced breast cancer and 
a solitary bone metastasis could 
benefit from surgery prior to 
other treatment, according to 
early results from a clinical trial 
presented in December at the 
2013 San Antonio breast cancer 
symposium.

Said the study’s lead investi-
gator, surgery faculty member 
Atilla Soran: “In the U.S., 
approximately 5 percent of breast 
cancer patients are diagnosed with 
advanced disease when they first 
see their physician. Around the 
world, that percentage can go as 
high as 10 percent. Current stan-
dard of care recommends avoid-
ing surgery in these patients and 
prescribing systemic therapy and 
radiation therapy instead. Previ-
ous research, however, has shown 
that surgery can actually prolong 
survival in other advanced cancers 
and we wanted to see if the same 
held true for breast cancer.” 

As a Turkish native, Soran 
approached the Turkish Federa-
tion of Societies for Breast Dis-
eases about conducting a clinical 
trial to test the survival benefit of 
such a treatment approach. 

In 2007, under scientific 
advisement with UPMC, the trial 
launched. 

The study enrolled 278 
patients with advanced breast 
cancer from across Turkey, 140 
of whom underwent breast cancer 
surgery. The primary goal of the 
study was to assess whether early 
surgical treatment in women with 

Swanson 
research may 
yield ultrathin 
electronics, 
synthetic cells

Synthetic, man-made cells and 
ultrathin electronics built from a 
new form of “zero-dimensional” 
carbon nanotube may be possible 
through research at the Swanson 
School of Engineering published 
in Angewandte Chemie.

Principal investigators are 
Steven R. Little, CNG Faculty 
Fellow and chair of the Depart-
ment of Chemical and Petroleum 
Engineering, and Anna C. Balazs, 
Distinguished Robert v. d. Luft 
Professor of Chemical and Petro-
leum Engineering. 

Said Little: “Since its discovery, 
carbon nanotubes have held the 
promise to revolutionize the field 
of electronics, materials science 
and even medicine. Zero-dimen-
sional carbon nanotubes present 
the possibility to build ultrathin, 
superfast electronic devices, far 
superior to the best existing ones, 
and it could be possible to build 
strong and ultralight cars, bridges 
and airplanes.”

One of the most difficult 
hurdles is processing the carbon 
nanotubes into smaller forms. 
However, previous research 
at Pitt has managed to cut the 
carbon nanotubes into the small-
est dimensions ever to overcome 
this problem.  

The organization of the atoms 
within nanotubes makes them 
particularly interesting materials 
to work with. However, they are 
barely soluble, making industrial 
processing difficult. One aspect 
of the team’s research will focus 
on creating more soluble and 
therefore more usable carbon 
nanotubes. These shorter nano-
tubes have the same dimensions 
as many proteins that compose 
the basic machinery of living 
cells, presenting the potential for 
cell- or protein-level biomedical 
imaging, protein or nucleic acid 
vaccination carriers, drug delivery 
vehicles or even components of 
synthetic cells. 

Overall, the project is aimed at 
developing and working with these 
more dispersible carbon nano-
tubes with the aim of making them 
easier to process. The creation of 
the smaller nanotubes is the first 
step toward reaching this goal. 

Co-investigators include Ric-
cardo Gottardi, Ri.MED Foun-
dation Fellow; Alexander Star, 
faculty member in chemistry; 
Bhaskar Godugu, director of 
Pitt’s mass spectrometry facility; 
Swanson faculty member Sush-
eng Tan, postdoctoral research-
ers Yanan Chen and Kaladhar 
Kamalasanan, and a researcher 
from Qron.                                 n



Infectious disease specialist 
Monto Ho died Dec. 16, 2013, at 
UPMC Presbyterian of complica-
tions following a fall.

Ho, chair emeritus of the 
Graduate School of Public Health 
Department of Infectious Diseases 
and Microbiology and former 
chief of the School of Medicine 
Division of Infectious Disease, 
was 86.

Ho was internationally recog-
nized for his research on inter-
feron, a substance produced by the 
body to fight viral infections, and 
was a renowned expert and pioneer 
in the understanding of cytomega-
lovirus (CMV) infection.

Charles Rinaldo, chair of the 
Department of Infectious Diseases 
and Microbiology, noted Ho’s 
extraordinary capacity to serve in 
three leadership positions concur-
rently: not only as a public health 
department chair and School of 
Medicine division chief, but also 
as medical director of the clini-
cal microbiology labs at UPMC 
Presbyterian.

Ho’s leadership qualities 
included not only profound intel-
ligence but also a calm demeanor 
and a forthright yet compassion-
ate nature, said Rinaldo, adding 
that Ho’s unique experience gave 
him a broad-based perspective as 
a medical doctor, public health 
clinician and researcher.

“He had a broad vision of what 
needed to be done to address 
problems,” Rinaldo said. 

A native of China, Ho earned 
a bachelor’s degree in philosophy 
and government at Harvard in 

1949 and graduated in 1954 from 
Harvard Medical School, where 
he studied under Nobel laureate 
John Enders.

While Ho’s undergraduate 
education was not in medicine, it 
nevertheless aided his later work, 
Rinaldo noted. “This more diverse 
background helped him see the 
world more clearly, to search 
hypotheses and get answers.” 

Rinaldo characterized Ho as 
a clear thinker with a systematic 
approach to research. “He stood 
even above other giants in that 
respect. He had a very set manner,” 
Rinaldo said, adding, “There’s 
a strength to that: building on 
ideas.” 

Research — both basic and 
clinical — was Ho’s passion, 
Rinaldo said, adding that his best-
known discoveries were “simple, 
clear ideas with profound effects 
on people’s lives.”  

Ho’s lab uncovered the source 
of post-transplant viral infec-
tions — particularly CMV and 
herpesvirus — that complicated 
early organ transplants. Ho col-
laborated with Thomas E. Starzl 
on a National Institutes of Health 
grant to study the serology of 
transplant recipients and donors, 
research that showed that the 
mechanism of virus transmission 
is from donor to recipient.

Ho’s discovery that CMV could 
be transmitted by a transplanted 
organ was “a simple finding in 
essence with an extraordinary 
impact on the field to this day,“ 
Rinaldo said. “It changed the field 
of transplantation science. Donors 

and recipients are screened for 
CMV to this day. It’s an inexorable 
part of the screening and clinical 
oversight of these patients.” 

Ho’s later work in Taiwan 
changed the nation’s policies on 
the use of antibiotics in the wake 
of gross overuse and rising drug 
resistance.

His work on CMV and in 
Taiwan “absolutely saved numer-
ous lives,” Rinaldo said.

In a message informing col-
leagues of Ho’s death, public 
health Dean Donald S. Burke cited 
Ho’s key professional achieve-
ments. “Dr. Ho made fundamental 
discoveries of the antiviral activity 
of interferon and was the first to 
recognize that cytomegalovirus 
infection can be transmitted by 
the transplanted organ. He was 
considered the foremost expert on 

the clinical pathogenesis of CMV 
infection, and wrote a book on the 
subject that was for many years 
the main source of information on 
CMV infection. After retirement 
in 1997, he initiated a national 
surveillance program of antibiotic 
resistance in Taiwan that led to a 
significant decrease in the use of 
antibiotics,” Burke wrote. 

Ho joined the Pitt faculty in 
1959 as an assistant professor 
of epidemiology and microbiol-
ogy and in 1962 received a joint 
appointment in the School of 
Medicine. There, in 1971, he 
became chief of the Division of 
Infectious Diseases and was named 
professor of medicine. 

At the public health school, 
Ho was promoted to professor 
of microbiology in 1965 and was 
named chair of the epidemiology 
and microbiology department  
(now the Department of Infec-
tious Diseases and Microbiology) 
in 1969. 

Rinaldo succeeded him as chair 
when Ho left the University in 
1997 to direct the division of clini-
cal research in Taiwan’s National 
Health Research Institutes. 

In addition to authoring many 
publications, Ho wrote a memoir 
in 2005. “Several Worlds: Remi-
niscences and Reflections of a 
Chinese-American Physician” 
described his life from childhood 
as the son of a Chinese diplomat 
through his research career in 
Pittsburgh and Taiwan.

Ho had an easy smile and infec-
tious laugh, Rinaldo said. “He had 
the same laugh at 85 that he must 

have had at age 10,” he said. “One 
that grabs you and makes you feel 
good, too.” 

While Ho’s demeanor was 
conservative, he appreciated a 
good joke, Rinaldo said, adding 
that Ho once surprised colleagues 
by appearing at the school’s Hal-
loween party clad in full snorkeling 
gear. “For the chair to show up 
like that was memorable.”

While Ho’s life was devoted 
mainly to his profession and 
family, Rinaldo said he enjoyed 
world travel and was an avid tennis 
player.

His ongoing dedication to 
the department was further dem-
onstrated in 2006 when Ho and 
his wife, Carol Tsu Ho, a former 
librarian in the public health 
school, pledged $2 million to 
endow the Monto and Carol Ho 
Chair in Infectious Diseases and 
Microbiology in the Graduate 
School of Public Health. 

“He realized this would be 
important for the future of the 
department,” Rinaldo said of the 
endowed chair. “He made sure 
the department lived on through 
his gift.” 

In addition to his wife of 61 
years, Ho is survived by a daughter, 
Bettie Pei-wen Carlson; a son, 
John Ho; a sister, Manli Ho, and 
three grandchildren. 

Memorial gifts to establish a 
scholarship in Ho’s memory may 
be sent to the Department of 
Infectious Diseases and Micro-
biology, A419B Public Health, 
Pittsburgh 15261.
—Kimberly K. Barlow             n
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EDUCATION BENEFITS

A p a c k e d  h o u s e  f o r 
the Staff Association 
Council (SAC) brown-

bag seminar on Dec. 3 indicated 
that staff members are enthusiastic 
about taking advantage of educa-
tion benefits for themselves, their 
spouses or partners and their 
children.

In 2013, more than 1,900 fac-
ulty and staff used Pitt’s education 
benefits for themselves, and more 
than 2,100 dependent children 
and 350 spouses or partners of 
University employees took advan-
tage of the benefit as well, which 
is available on all five campuses. 

At last month’s seminar, Assis-
tant Vice Chancellor for Human 
Resources John Kozar and ben-
efits specialist Jennifer Pavlinich 
outlined eligibility requirements 
and the extent of the education 
benefits for the 150 staff members 
in attendance; Kozar noted that 
faculty benefits are administered 
by another Pitt office, so he didn’t 
address them specifically, although 
he allowed that they were “very 
similar.”

Full-time staff members 
receive the full education ben-
efit offered by the University. It 
allows each staffer to take up to 
eight credits per 15-week term 
(typically two courses) in a degree 
or non-degree program — if the 
employee has no undergraduate 
degree. Those already with an 

undergraduate degree can take 
only six credits per term.

“Certainly, if you are working 
full-time, that is a pretty full load,” 
Kozar noted.

The cost to each employee is 
3 percent of tuition for under-
graduate courses and 10 percent 
of tuition for graduate courses. 

Spouses of full-time staff 
members are eligible for tuition 
scholarships covering six credits 
for each 15-week term after the 
staff member has completed a year 
at Pitt. Spouses must be enrolled 
in a degree or certificate program, 
and their cost share is 10 percent 
of tuition for both undergraduate 
and graduate courses.

Dependent children — defined 
as natural or adopted children or 
stepchildren listed as dependents 
on a staff member’s IRS form 
1040 — can have their entire 
undergraduate tuition covered 
while attending Pitt for up to 12 
terms of full- or part-time study 
leading to their first baccalaure-
ate degree. Kozar counseled staff 
members to use this benefit for as 
many full-time terms as possible, 
since 12 terms of part-time study 
usually is not enough to complete 
an undergraduate degree. (The 
dependent children education 
benefit does not cover tuition for 
graduate courses.)

Benefits for dependent chil-
dren attending other universi-

ties was discontinued long ago, 
remaining only for those employ-
ees hired before 1989 and earning 
at least $17,500 a year today, and 
for those hired before 1994 who 
are making at least $40,000 annu-
ally now.

The IRS taxes some of the edu-
cation benefits, Kozar cautioned. 
No taxes are charged for the 
tuition benefit given to dependent 
children attending Pitt or for staff 
members taking undergraduate 
courses. But staff members taking 
graduate-level courses pay taxes 
on a portion of the benefit. The 
full value of any tuition scholar-
ship given to a spouse or partner 
is taxed as well. 

q
For full-time staff members, 

said Pavlinich, getting the educa-
tion benefit for themselves is easy. 
There is no paperwork; once you 
register for a class, the scholar-
ship is applied automatically to 
your account. For spouses or 
partners, the staff member must 
fill out the request for education 
benefits form at the beginning 
of each academic year, which 
requires a marriage certificate or 
domestic partner affidavit as proof 
of relationship. The same form is 
required for requesting the benefit 
for dependent children, as is the 
staff member’s most recent 1040. 
Those still eligible for the discon-
tinued benefit at other colleges 

or universities must fill out the 
staff education benefits at other 
institutions form every semester.

All forms are available at www.
hr.pitt.edu/forms.

Part-time staff members are 
afforded the education benefit on 
a pro-rated basis, depending on 
each staffer’s percentage of effort. 
Spouses and children of part-time 
staff members are not eligible for 

education benefits.
Newly hired personnel, said 

Pavlinich, must complete their 
provisional period (generally six 
months of Pitt employment) to 
receive education benefits. Those 
leaving Pitt can retain the benefit 
only if they exit their job at least 
two full months into the semester 
for which they wish to receive their 
scholarship.

Pavlinich also noted that, while 
the scholarship covers tuition, it 
does not pay for any additional 
fees, such as those for security, 
transportation, computers, labs or 
study abroad administrative fees.

Besides college tuition, said 
Kozar, there are other educa-
tion benefits that come with a 
staff position. Falk Laboratory 
School, a K-8 institution run by 
the School of Education, gives a 
25 percent discount on tuition 
for dependents of full-time staff 
members who have been working 
at Pitt for a year or more. The 
Pitt human resources website for 
education benefits, www.hr.pitt.
edu/benefits/education, also 
links staff members to an outside 
organization called The Tuition 
Exchange Scholarship, a nonprofit 
partnership of 550 schools that 
allows the children of employees 
at those schools to apply to pay 
lower or no tuition at each other’s 
institutions. 

“It is competitive,” Kozar 
warned, but added that many local 
schools are members, including 
Robert Morris University, St. 
Vincent College, Washington and 
Jefferson College and Duquesne 
University. 
—Marty Levine                         n

SAC seminar reviews details
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•  $8 for up to 15 words; $9 for 16-30 
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• For University ads, submit an account 
number for transfer of funds.
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Times, 308 Bellefield Hall, University 
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DelRaso, 412/624-4644.
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Jan. 23
Feb. 6
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April 3
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May 29
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June 26
July 10
July 24
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Jan. 23-Feb. 6
Feb. 6-20
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March 6-20
March 20-April 3
April 3-17
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May 15-29
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June 12-26
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July 24-Aug. 28
The University Times events calendar includes Pitt-sponsored events as well as non-Pitt events held on 
a Pitt campus. Information submitted for the calendar should identify the type of event, such as lecture 
or concert, and the program’s specific title, sponsor, location and time. The name and phone number of 
a contact person should be included. Information should be sent by email to: utcal@pitt.edu, by FAX 
to: 412/624-4579, or by campus mail to: 308 Bellefield Hall. We cannot guarantee publication of events 
received after the deadline.

MARKS•ELDER LAW
Wills; estate planning; trusts; nursing home/
Medicaid cost-of-care planning; POAs; probate 
& estate administration; real estate; assess-
ment appeals. Squirrel Hill: 412/421-8944; 
Monroeville: 412/373-4235; email michael@
marks-law.com. Free initial consultation. Fees 
quoted in advance. 

 Thursday 9

Molecular Biophysics/Struc-
tural Biology Seminar
“Fluorescent Biosensors for Cell 
Regulation Pathways,” Alan 
Waggoner, CMU; 6014 BST3, 
11 am
Epidemiology Lecture
“Mortality Outcomes in Low-
income African Americans & 
Whites With Diabetes: Results 
From the Southern Commu-
nity Cohort Study,” Baqiyyah 
Conway, WVU; G23 Parran, 
noon 
EOH Seminar
“The Role of APOE Genotype 
on Alzheimer’s Disease Pathol-
ogy After Experimental Brain 
Injury,” Mark Burns, George-
town; 540 Bridgeside Pt., noon 
(www.eoh.pitt.edu)
CIDDE Workshop
“TA Services: Getting Off to a 
Good Start in the Classroom,” 
815 Alumni, 3 pm (register: www.
cidde.pitt.edu/news/workshops)
Office of Academic Career 
Development Workshop
“Seeking Careers Outside of Aca-
demia: The Write Stuff: From 
CV to Resume,” Joan Anson; 
S100 BST, 3-5 pm (www.oacd.
health.pitt.edu)
Anthropology Lecture
“Remaking the Polis: Asylum, 
Radical Politics & (Mis)Recog-
nition in Greece,” Heath Cabot, 
College of the Atlantic; 3106 
Posvar, 3 pm

 Friday 10

IEE Workshop
“First Step Program”; Mervis, 
7:30-10 am (register: iee@katz.
pitt.edu)

Endocrine Grand Rounds
“OSA & Type II DM: Current 
Evidence & Future Research,” 
Patrick Strollo & Eileen Cha-
sens; 1195 BSTWR, 8:30 am 
(kal134@pitt.edu)
CIDDE Workshops
“CourseWeb: Communication 
Tools,” B26 Alumni, 10:30 am; 
“TA Services: Leading Effective 
Classroom Discussions,” 815 
Alumni, 1 pm; “CourseWeb: 
Collaboration Tools,”  B26 
Alumni, 1 pm; (register: www.
cidde.pitt.edu/news/workshops) 
Biomedical Informatics Lec-
ture
“A Signal Processing Approach 
to Biomarkers: Dynamical Bio-
markers & Recent Advances in 
Swallowing, Gait, Handwrit-
ing & Preference Detection 
Research,” Eric Sejdic, electrical 
& computer engineering; 407A 
Baum, 11 am (tls18@pitt.edu)
Psychiatry Lecture
“Understanding Int imate 
Partner Violence on Women: 
Consequences, Processes for 
Behavioral Change & How 
Health Providers Can Help,” 
Judy Chang, medicine; WPIC 
aud., noon 
Sr. VC’s Research Seminar
“Targeted Therapies for KRAS 
Mutant Non-Small Cell Lung 
Cancer,” Timothy Burns, medi-
cine; Scaife lect. rm. 6, noon 
Health Equity Discussion
“Income Inequality in Health at 
All Ages: A Comparison of the 
United States & England”; A215 
Crabtree, 1 pm (lab47@pitt.edu)
Greensburg Joan Chambers 
Concert
“PM Woodwind Project”; Cam-
pana Chapel, UPG, 7:30 pm 

 Saturday 11

Men’s Basketball
Vs. Wake Forest; Petersen, noon
Music on the Edge Concert
H2 Saxophone Quartet; Andy 
Warhol Museum, 117 Sandusky 
St., North Shore, 8 pm

 Sunday 12

Episcopal Service
Heinz Chapel, 11 am (Sundays: 
http://pittepiscopalchaplaincy.
wordpress.com/)
Organ Recital
Duquesne University students; 
Heinz Chapel, 3 pm
Book Launch
For Kathleen George, theatre 
arts; Mystery Lovers Bookstore, 
Oakmont, 4 pm

 Monday 13

Psychiatry Lecture
“Peripheral Immune System 
Controls Susceptibility Vs. Resil-
ience to Stress,” Scott Russo, 
Mount Sinai School of Medicine; 
1695 BST, noon (murphreea@
upmc.edu)
CIDDE Workshops
“Using Student Evaluations for 
Improve Your Teaching,” B26 
Alumni, 2 pm; “Introduction to 
Course Design,” 815 Alumni, 
5 pm (register: www.cidde.pitt.
edu/news/workshops)
Anthropology Lecture
“No Future? Cool Meetings 
& the Cold Internet in South 
Korea’s Ivancity,” Song Pae Cho, 
Harvard; 3106 Posvar, 3 pm
Provost Inaugural Lecture
“EVAR: A Procedure That 
Changed a Specialty,” Michel 
Makaroun, medicine; Scaife lect. 
rm. 6, 4 pm

 Tuesday 14

Greensburg Campus Business 
Conf.
“Real-World Insights”; Smith 
Hall, UPG, 8:30 am-2:30 pm 
(www.greensburg.pitt.edu/
insights)
Integrative Oncology Lecture
“Making Wellness a Reality: 
Caregiver Stress”; Hillman 
Cancer Ctr., Cooper Conf. Rm. 
C, 10 am (scottdl@upmc.edu)
CIDDE Workshops
“TA Services: Writing Tests for 
Math, Natural Sciences & Engi-
neering,” 11 am; “TA Services: 
Assessing Writing Assignments,” 
1 pm; 815 Alumni (register: www.
cidde.pitt.edu/news/workshops)
Senior Director of Interna-
tional Programs Search Com-
mittee Open Forum
2500 Posvar, noon
Global Health Film
“Blue Gold: World Water Wars”; 
109 Parran, noon-2 pm
Basic & Translational Research 
Seminar
“DNA Glycosylases: Who Are 
They & What Have They Have 
They Got to Do With Cancer?” 
Susan Wallace, U of VT; Hillman 
Cancer Ctr., Cooper Classrm. D, 
noon (toyg@upmc.edu)
MMR Seminar
“From the Bedside & Back: 
Novel Mechanisms for Nitric 
Oxide Regulation,” Brendan 
Lee, Howard Hughes Medical 
Inst.; Rangos aud., noon (linda.
cherok@chp.edu)
MWRI Work-in-Progress 
Seminar
“Nuclear Receptors in Repro-
duction & Development,” Jeya-
suria Pancharatnam; Magee 1st 
fl. conf. ctr., noon (klazar@mwri.
magee.edu)
Philosophy of Science Lecture
“Aristotle’s Precept on Precision:  
How Natural Science Once 
Looked,” Nicholas Rescher; 
817R CL, 12:05 pm
Pharmacology & Chemical 
Biology Seminar
Ronald Wetzel, Pgh Inst. for 
Neurodegenerative Diseases; 
1395 BST, 3:30 pm 

 Wednesday 15

Hematology & Oncology 
Grand Rounds
“ASH, ASTRO & San Antonio 
Breast Conference Presenta-
tions,” Beant Gill, Peyman Kabo-
lizadeh, Rohtesh Mehta & Attila 
Soran; Herberman Conf. Ctr. 
aud., 8 am (millerc5@upmc.edu)
HSLS Workshop
“Painless PubMed,” Jill Foust; 
Falk Library classrm. 1, noon 
(jef2@pitt.edu)
Artful Wednesdays Perfor-
mance 
Bastard Bearded Irishmen; 
Nordy’s, WPU, noon (pittarts@
pitt.edu)
Pathology Seminar
“Implications of the Recent 
Advances on Molecular Pathol-
ogy of Lung Cancer for Risk 
Assessment, Diagnosis & Treat-
ment,” Ignacio Wistuba; 1104 
Scaife, noon
Office of Academic Career 
Development Workshop
“Postdoc to Postdoc,” Sergio 
Contreras, geology & planetary 
science; S123 BST, noon 

HSLS Workshop
“Locating Gene/Protein Infor-
mation 2: Databases,” Ansuman 
Chattopadhyay; Falk Library 
classrm. 2, 1-4 pm (ansuman@
pitt.edu)
CIDDE Workshop
“TA Services: Cheating & 
Plagiarism”; 815 Alumni, 2 pm 
(register: www.cidde.pitt.edu/
news/workshops)  
UHC/Law & Public Policy 
American Experience Forum
“The Price of Justice,” Laurence 
Leamer, author; UClub Ballrm. 
B, 7:30 pm (www.thornburghfo-
rum.pitt.edu)

 Thursday 16

CIDDE Workshop
“TA Services: Using Office 
Hours Effectively”; 815 Alumni, 
11 am (register: www.cidde.pitt.
edu/news/workshops)
Molecular Biophysics/Struc-
tural Biology Seminar
Kabirul Islam, chemistry; 6014 
BST3, 11 am 
Epidemiology Seminar
“Environmental Endocrine 
Disruptors: Placental-Fetal 
Interactions,” Jennifer Adibi; 
G23 Parran, noon
Anthropology Lecture
“Precarious Care: Psychological 
Accompaniment on a Russian 
Margin,” Tomas Matza, Duke; 
3106 Posvar, 3 pm
Senate Plant Utilization & 
Planning Committee Mtg.
4127 Sennott, 3 pm

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

The Pitt bowling league 
will begin the second half of 
its season Jan. 21. The league 
is open to Pitt staff, faculty, 
graduate students, retirees 
and UPMC employees. New 
bowlers are welcome; no 
experience or skill is needed.

League bowling takes place 
5:30-7:30 p.m. on Tuesdays 
through April at the Pitts-
burgh Athletic Association 
(PAA).

The weekly cost is $10. 
Bowlers pay only when they 
bowl.

For information, con-
tact Howard Goodman in 
budget and financial report-
ing  (hgoodman@cfo.pitt.edu) 
or Dan McCue at the PAA 
(Dan.McCue@paaclub.org, 
412/586-2075).                        n

Bowling resumes



JANUARY 9, 2014

11

C A L E N D A R
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

Geology & Planetary Science 
Colloquium
Andrew Newman, GA  Tech; 11 
Thaw, 3:45 pm
Provost Inaugural Lecture
“Some Reflections on Empiri-
cism,” Anil Gupta, philosophy; 
2500 Posvar, 4 pm
Neural Basis of Cognition 
Colloquium
“Visual Cognition in Rats,” 
Pamela Reinagel, U of CA-San 
Diego; 328 Mellon, 4 pm (lbopp@
pitt.edu)
Women’s Basketball
Vs. Notre Dame; Petersen, 7 pm

 Friday 17

• Spring term add/drop period 
ends.

Biomedical Informative Lec-
ture
“Pain Genetics: Pathway to Per-
sonalized Pain Management,” 
Inna Belfer, anesthesiology; 407A 
Baum, 11 am (tls18@pitt.edu)
Medicine Grand Rounds
“Addressing Diabetes Disparities 
on the South Side of Chicago: 
Engaging Students in Service 
& Scholarship,” Monica Peek; 
Scaife 4th fl. lect. rm. 3, noon 
(www.megr.pitt.edu)
Bradford Campus Exhibit 
Opening Reception
“50 & Beyond!”; KOA Gallery, 
Blaisdell, UPB, noon
Philosophy of Science Lecture
“Disembodiment & Schizophre-
nia,” Lucia Foglia, McGill; 817R 
CL, 12:05 pm
CIDDE Workshop 
“TA Services: Gender, Authority 
& Teaching”; B26 Alumni, 1 pm 
(register: www.cidde.pitt.edu/
news/workshops)

 Sunday 19

Women’s Basketball
Vs. Syracuse; Petersen, 2 pm

 Monday 20

• University closed in obser-
vance of Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day.

 Tuesday 21

MMR Seminar
“Regulation of Proteasome 
Activity by Ubiquitin Chain 
Editing,” Daniel Finley, Har-
vard; Rangos aud., noon (linda.
cherok@chp.edu)
MWRI Work-in-Progress 
Seminar
“Zebrafish Heart Regeneration: 
A Chemical Biology Approach,” 
Michael Tsang; Magee 1st fl. 
conf. rm., noon (klazar@mwri.
magee.edu)
Senate Community Relations 
Committee Mtg.
207 Hillman, noon-2 pm
Basic & Translational Research 
Seminar
“COX-2 Inhibiting Theranos-
tic Nanoemulsions & Their 
Application to Inflammation 
Investigations From Cancer to 
Chronic Pain,” Jelena Janjic, 
Duquesne; Hillman Cancer Ctr. 
Cooper Classrm. D, noon (toyg@
upmc.edu)

Philosophy of Science Lecture
“Reformulating Quantum 
Theory: Is Special Relativity 
an Example to Follow?” Leah 
Henderson, CMU; 817R CL, 
12:05 pm
CIDDE Workshops
“TA Services: Designing In-
Class Activities,” 1 pm; “TA 
Services: The American Recita-
tion,” 2 pm; 815 Alumni (register: 
http://www.cidde.pitt.edu/news/
workshops)
Graduate Study Council Mtg.
817 CL, 3-5 pm
Faculty Assembly Mtg.
2700 Posvar, 3 pm
Men’s Basketball
Vs. Clemson; Petersen, 8 pm

 Wednesday 22

CIDDE Workshop 
“TA Services: Grading, Feedback 
& the Curve”; 815 Alumni, 10 am
Pathology Seminar
“Revisiting the Mechanisms 
of Alzheimer’s Progression,” 
Bradley Hyman, Harvard; 1104 
Scaife, noon
Artful Wednesdays Perfor-
mance 
Staycee Pearl Dance Project; 
Nordy’s, WPU, noon (pittarts@
pitt.edu)

HSLS Workshop
“Genome Browsers 1,” Ansuman 
Chattopadhyay; Falk Library 
classrm. 2, 1-4 pm (ansuman@
pitt.edu)
Bradford Campus Literary 
Magazine Celebration
“Baily’s Beads”; Mukaiyama Uni-
versity Rm., Frame-Westerberg 
Commons, UPB, 7:30 pm 

 Thursday 23

HSLS Workshop
“EndNote Basics,” Linda Hart-
man; Falk Library classrm. 2, 10 
am-noon (lhartman@pitt.edu)
CIDDE Workshop
“Multimedia Teaching & Learn-
ing”; B26 Alumni, 10 am
Molecular Biophysics/Struc-
tural Biology Seminar
Alex Deiters, chemistry; 6014 
BST3, 11 am
SAC Brown Bag Lunch
“FMLA & Short- & Long-term 
Disability”; WPU Ballrm., noon
Chemistry Seminar
“Self-Assembly in Complex 
Fluids,” Arun Yethiraj, U of WI-
Madison; 150 Chevron, 2:30 pm

Provost Inaugural Lecture
“A Look at Engineering Educa-
tion: From Its Beginnings to 
Where It Might be Going With 
Observations About the Swanson 
School,” Larry Shuman, indus-
trial engineering; 2500 Posvar, 
4 pm

 Defenses

GSPH/Biostatistics 
“Detection of Influential Obser-
vations in Longitudinal Multi-
variate Mixed Effects Regression 
Models,” Yun Ling; Jan. 17, 150 
Eye & Ear Inst., 10 am
A&S/Sociology
“Our Struggles Are Not the 
Same, but They Converge: 
Farmworkers, Allies & the Fair 
Food Movement,” Jane Walsh; 
Jan. 17, 2434 Posvar, 2 pm

 Exhibits

U Art Gallery
“Studio Arts Field Study in Wyo-
ming”; FFA, Jan. 15-Feb. 7, M-F 
10 am-4 pm (8-2431)
Hillman Library
“Pitt Football: Through the 
Years,” through Jan. 17; gr. fl., 
Sun 10 am through F 10 pm & 
Sat 9 am-10 pm
Bradford Campus Exhibit
“50 & Beyond!”; KOA Gallery, 
Blaisdell, UPB, Jan. 17-31

Barco Law Library
Digital Imagers Group photo 
exhibit; through Jan. 24, M-Th 
7:30 am-10 pm, F 7:30 am-6 pm, 
Sat 10 am-6 pm, Sun noon-8 pm 
(8-1376)

 Deadlines

University Times Books, 
Journals & More Annual 
Supplement
Submissions due Jan. 31. Submit 
online at www.utimes.pitt.edu.
(info: 4-4644)
Health & Human Services 
Translational Research Fund-
ing
Applications due Feb. 20. (http://
grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-
files/PAR-13-029.html)
Faculty Support Grant
Proposals due March 18. (www.
thornburghforum.pitt.edu) 

 Event Deadline

The next issue of the University 
Times will include University 
and on-campus events of Jan. 
23-Feb. 6. Information for 
events during that period must 
be received by 5 pm on Jan. 
16 at 308 Bellefield Hall. Send 
information to utcal@pitt.edu.n

P E O P L E   O F   T H E   T I M E S
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program manager, and Laura 
Bierbower, academic adviser.

Stitt earned a BS in rehabili-
tation services from Penn State 
in 2001 and an MS in school 
counseling from the University of 
Scranton in 2005, when she joined 
the Pitt-Bradford TRiO program 
at its inception.

TRiO is a federally funded 
program that supports students 
who may have a difficult time 
succeeding in college, specifically 
those who are first-generation 
students, have a disability or meet 
income-eligibility guidelines. The 
program serves 160 students at 
Pitt-Bradford.

The program provides indi-
vidual academic support through 
one-on-one guidance, leadership 
development, financial literacy 
education, and career and gradu-
ate school planning assistance.

During their time in the 
program, students take a series 
of one-credit courses that help 
them tackle subjects appropriate 
to their standing, such as making 
the transition to college and  
exploring majors.                 

The American Urological 
Association (AUA) named Timo-
thy D. Averch, faculty member 
in urology and director of endo-
urology at the School of Medicine, 
its 2014-15 Gallagher Health 
Policy Scholar. 

Honorees spend a year learn-
ing health policy through national 
conferences and meetings, AUA 
mentoring and a weeklong semi-
nar for surgeons.

Averch, who also is director of 
the UPMC Kidney Stone Center, 
earned a bachelor’s degree in 
anthropology from Penn and his 
medical degree at Pitt.

Chris F. Kemerer, David M. 
Roderick Professor of Informa-
tion Systems at the Katz Gradu-

ate School of Business, is among 
the INFORMS Information 
Systems Society’s 2013 class of 
distinguished fellows. The ISS 
distinguished fellow award recog-
nizes individuals for “outstanding 
intellectual contributions to the 
information systems discipline.”

Kemerer earned a bachelor’s 
degree from Penn’s Wharton 
School and a PhD at Carnegie 
Mellon. 

Formerly a faculty member in 
MIT’s Sloan School of Manage-
ment, Kemerer has been on the 
Katz faculty since 1995. He also 
is an adjunct professor at Carnegie 
Mellon’s School of Computer 
Science.                                      

Allen DiPalma, has been 
serving as the University’s export 
control officer in addition to his 
responsibilities as director of the 
Office of Research, is assuming 
the full-time position of director 
of export controls.

Mark Redfern, vice provost for 
research, made the announcement 
last month. 

Redfern noted:  “The scale and 
complexity of both have increased 
in recent years as our research 
efforts have grown and we have 
become a truly global university.  
It has become necessary to sepa-
rate these two roles by creating a 
full-time position for the director 
of export controls.  

“Allen brings to this position 
an intimate knowledge of the 
complex regulations governing 
export control that will ensure 
the University’s compliance in this 
important area.  Allen’s leadership 
of the Office of Research has been 
important to our success during 
the past decade of unprecedented 
growth in our research activity 
and the increased complexity of 
regulations and requirements in 
this area.”

 Kathy Sidorovich, director 

of the research administration 
office in the Office of the Senior 
Vice Chancellor for the Health 
Sciences, will work on an interim 
basis in the Office of Research as 
the transition occurs.  

 Recruitment for a new direc-
tor of the Office of Research will 
begin early in 2014, Redfern said.

 
Peggie Miller Dunklin is 

leaving the Office of University 
Communications Jan. 17 to 
become director of budget and 
human resources in the Office 
of Admissions and Financial Aid. 

She has been a staff member 
in the communications services 
division since 1997, serving most 
recently as director of operations 
and new business.                                     n

           

A federal court judge has dismissed a complaint filed 
against the University by a transgender former Pitt-
Johnstown student, but left open the possibility of reopen-

ing the discrimination and breach of contract claim.
In a Sept. 16 pro se claim, Seamus Johnston argued the Uni-

versity discriminated against him on the basis of sex. 
Johnston, who was born female but identifies as male, was 

banned from the campus in 2011 and later expelled for refusing to 
stop using men’s restroom and locker room facilities at UPJ. (See 
Nov. 21 University Times.) 

U.S. Magistrate Judge Keith A. Pesto on Oct. 29 recommended 
the complaint be dismissed for failure to state a claim. Johnston on 
Nov. 7 requested extra time to secure counsel to help amend his 
complaint. In a request to extend the deadline for amending his 
complaint to Jan. 14, Johnston stated that the National Center for 
Lesbian Rights had agreed to represent him, contingent on finding 
local pro bono counsel.

U.S. District Judge Kim R. Gibson dismissed Johnston’s com-
plaint, stating, “... there is no benefit to continuing this matter as 
an open case on the chance that 60 days from now counsel might 
appear and might file a meritorious amended complaint.”

Gibson’s Nov. 26 order dismissed the case “without prejudice,” 
which would allow the matter to be reopened if an amended 
complaint is filed by Jan. 14. If no amended complaint is filed, the 
complaint would be dismissed permanently.
—Kimberly K. Barlow                                                                    n

Discrimination claim filed 
by former student dismissed

Pharmacy faculty member 
Billy Day waived his pre-
liminary hearing Jan. 8 on 

felony drug charges for allegedly 
purchasing controlled substances 
using University or grant funds. 
This will allow the case to go to 
trial in Allegheny County Court 
of Common Pleas, at a date to be 
set later.

Day was charged with 18 
counts of “the acquisition or 
obtaining of possession of a con-
trolled substance by misrepresen-
tation, fraud, forgery, deception or 
subterfuge” after being arrested by 
Pitt police last year. He is a faculty 
member in the departments of 
pharmaceutical sciences, chem-
istry, environmental and occupa-
tional health and computational 
and systems biology.
—Marty Levine                         n

Pharmacy faculty 
waives prelim 
on drug charges
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