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Input sought on NTS recommendations 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
what penalties might be imposed 
for those who don’t. 

Spring urged faculty to register 
their thoughts online to aid EPC 
in clarifying its recommendations. 

q
Horvath invited representa-

tives from other committees to 
join an EPC working group that 
is forming to investigate the need 
(and topics) for digital training 
modules on digital ethics, elec-
tronic communication and social 
media for Pitt faculty, staff  and 
students. Faculty should contact 
EPC co-chair Bonnie Falcione. 

Likewise, interested faculty are 
invited to contact EPC leaders to 
join a cross-committee working 
group on topics related to Office 
of  Measurement and Evaluation 
of  Teaching (OMET) student 
evaluations of  teaching. The 
group, which will begin meet-
ing this month, plans to address 
student efforts to make OMET 
evaluation results public; the use 
of  OMET evaluations in faculty 
promotion decisions and issues 
surrounding implementation of  
online OMET evaluations. 

Athletics committee update
Athletics committee co-chair 

Jay Irrgang presented an update 
of  the committee’s activities over 
the past year. 

He did not comment on the 
search for a new athletic director, 
referring faculty to a transcript of  
Chancellor Patrick Gallagher and 
interim AD Randy Juhl’s com-
ments that are posted on Post-
Gazette writer Sam Werner’s blog. 

Recent reports that Univer-
sity of  North Carolina athletes 
bolstered their grade point aver-
ages through grades received in 
phantom courses prompted a 
faculty member to inquire about 
academic integrity issues. 

Irrgang said safeguards are in 
place at Pitt. “Class attendance is 

monitored,” in part by Academic 
Support Services for Student Ath-
letes, which is under the Provost’s 
office rather than Athletics. 

“I know some coaches that 
will actually go to classes, walk 
around the Cathedral of  Learning, 
to monitor their athletes attend-
ing class,” Irrgang added. “I think 
it would be very difficult for a 
student-athlete to not show up to 
a class and not have somebody in 
the Athletics department and their 
team know about it.” 

In addition, Irrgang said, the 
director of  student support ser-
vices for athletes and the faculty 
athletics representative review 
all independent study courses 
for student-athletes, including 
holding a discussion with the 
faculty member overseeing the 
independent study.

Irrgang reported on legislative 
proposals and legal action sur-
rounding stipends and other com-
pensation for student-athletes. He 
noted recent NCAA governance 
changes, including restructuring 
of  the board and the inception 
of  an “autonomy” model that 
enables the big five conferences 
—  the Atlantic Coast Confer-
ence, Big Ten Conference, Big 
12 Conference, Pacific-12 and 
Southeastern Conference — to 
enact NCAA legislation specific 
to their five conferences.

Irrgang said the committee this 
month will view a women’s basket-
ball practice and tour refurbished 
facilities at the Petersen Events 
Center; in February members 
will receive updates on legislative 
changes in the NCAA and on the 
Pitt athletics director search. 

The March meeting of  the 
committee will feature a presenta-
tion on the University’s athletics 
marketing and a review of  intra-
mural and recreational programs 
and in April the committee will 
visit a football practice.

Child protection clearances
Questions remain as to how 

recent changes to the state’s child 
protection laws will affect Univer-
sity employees.

Employees at Pitt who have 
direct contact with individuals 
under age 18 now will be required 
to obtain state and federal criminal 
history reports and Department 
of  Human Services (DHS) child 
abuse history clearances. The 
requirement took effect Dec. 31, 
2014, for new employees. 

Together, the three clearances 
cost $47.50. “Many questions 
remain open,” including whether 
these costs will be reimbursed, 
Spring said.

“The law is comprehensive 
but the details of  how we come 
into compliance were not fully 
worked out in terms of  detailed 
procedures,” he said, noting that 
administrators from Pitt and other 
affected institutions of  higher 
education are in discussions with 
DHS to clarify how adjunct and 
part-time faculty, students and 
volunteers will be affected by these 
requirements. 

He questioned whether 
adjuncts who have one-term 
contracts and are not continuing 
part-time employees would be 
considered new employees, sub-
ject to obtaining new clearances 
each term they teach.

Also unresolved: “If  my back-
ground check doesn’t come back 
clean, somebody’s going to have to 
make a decision about what to do 
about me. That, I think, is going 
to be difficult,” he said.

Vice Provost Balaban  com-
mented, “Everyone’s aware of  
the complexities,” adding that 
the ramifications of  the legisla-
tive initiative are being worked 
on this year. 

According to DHS, persons 
employed prior to Dec. 31, 
2014, have until the end of  2015 

to obtain the clearances if  they 
were not required to have them 
under prior law. Clearances must 
be renewed every 36 months. 
Employees who already were 
required to have clearances will 
need to update them within 36 
months of  the most recent clear-
ance, or by the end of  2015, if  their 
clearance is older than 36 months. 

Registering faculty travel
Spring invited comments from 

faculty on plans to require that 
faculty members register official 
University travel abroad.

Prompted by the Ebola crisis in 
West Africa, “the chancellor and 
provost have indicated that recent 
events highlight the importance 
of  being able to get a handle on 
official University travel abroad by 
faculty. Staff  and administrators 
currently are required, on official 
University travel, to report their 
intent. Faculty are not,” Spring 
said.

Noting that the provost is 
looking into the issue, “I have 
suggested that we bring together a 
clear package of  the benefits pro-
vided to Pitt faculty for University, 
professional and personal travel 
abroad,” Spring said. Among 
those benefits are emergency 
medical services and help with 
both preparing electronic devices 
prior to international travel and 
ensuring they are free of  malware 
upon return.

“While the requirement that 
faculty register foreign travel plans 
will be restricted to University-
sponsored travel, I personally 
believe there are potentially sig-
nificant benefits to alerting the 
appropriate offices at Pitt to all 
your travel plans — University, 
professional and personal,” Spring 
said. “As always, I suspect that 
some of  you will have different 
opinions and I think now is a good 
time to invite any concerns or 

reservations you have about reg-
istering official University travel.”

Other business
• In response to a faculty 

member’s concerns about finding 
links to publishers’ advertise-
ments on Courseweb, Spring 
said that Cynthia Golden, head 
of  the Center for Instructional 
Development and Distance 
Education, explained that the 
messages appeared after some 
routine upgrades and that CIDDE 
had requested that Blackboard, 
the system provider, remove such 
messages in the future. 

• No changes are planned for 
the existing phase-out retirement 
policy that permits tenured faculty, 
with the provost’s approval, to 
reduce their appointment from 
full- to half-time as a transition 
to retirement.

However, Spring said, the 
Office of  the Provost is re-
examining the wording of  the 
agreements faculty must sign to 
effect the change of  status. “Some 
faculty have observed that they 
think the legal jargon is over-
blown,” he said, reiterating that 
no changes to the policy described 
in an April 12, 2001, memoran-
dum from then-Provost James V. 
Maher (www.pitt.edu/~provost/
facstaff42001.html) are planned.

• Spring reminded faculty 
that nominations, including self-
nominations, for Senate officer 
and standing committee elections 
should be made by Feb. 28.

• The Senate plant utilization 
and planning (PUP) committee 
plans to meet with the University 
registrar at its March 19 meet-
ing. Faculty with questions on 
matters related to the registrar’s 
domain should be directed to PUP 
co-chairs Pat Weiss and Tracey 
Olanyk or to Lori Molinaro in the 
Senate office prior to the meeting. 
—Kimberly K. Barlow            n

Local composer and jazz gui-
tarist Joe Negri donated his 
recordings, memorabilia and 

original composition scores to the 
University’s Center for American 
Music in 1999. 

This month the finding aid for 
the Joe Negri Collection became 
the 1,000th collection guide pro-
duced by the University Library 
System (ULS). 

Written by Center for Ameri-
can Music staffer Kathryn Miller 
Haines, the 161-page finding aid 
describes, one by one, each item 
in the collection — everything 
from Negri’s class notes from 
his music studies at Carnegie 
Tech (now Carnegie Mellon), to 
scores for the “Beat ’em Bucs” 
Pittsburgh Pirates fight song and 
the “What’cha Smilin’ About” 
Eat’n Park jingle, to recordings 
of  jazz standards performed by 
the Joe Negri Trio.

Pitt’s Archives Service Center 
houses the majority of  the Uni-
versity’s archival collections, with 
the remainder held by Special 
Collections in ULS and the Center 
for American Music.

Finding aids are crucial to 
making the library’s vast archival 
holdings accessible for scholarly 
research, said Ed Galloway, head 
of  the ULS Archives Service 
Center. “An archival collection, 
by definition, is unique. The only 
place it exists is here,” he said. 

“Like any other kind of  infor-
mation, one needs to be able to 
search it in order to use it well.” 

Finding aids document a 
collection’s content box by box, 
down to the folder and item level. 
“Then when a researcher comes 

to campus to use a collection, 
library staff  can find the items,” 
he said. “It’s an intellectual tool or 
roadmap as to how the collection 
is arranged. It tells the researcher 
what’s in the collection and how 
to find it.”

A finding aid can be a single 
page describing a collection of  a 
dozen photos, for instance. Or it 
can be hundreds and hundreds of  
pages long, as for the papers of  
former Pennsylvania Gov. Dick 
Thornburgh. 

Today’s collection guides are 
uniform and widely available 
online, but at one time, finding 
aids were simple typewritten 
inventories, created at the local 
level with no agreed-upon format. 

“There was no type of  univer-
sal way of  knowing what anyone 
had,” Galloway said. Scholars 
would get clues as to where source 
materials were held through foot-
notes in published works, then 
would contact the repository with 
their research requests and await 
a response. 

Finding aids went digital in the 
1980s with the advent of  word 
processing but there still was 
no uniformity until 1993, when 
archivists established a template 
defining the elements and how 
to represent them in markup 
language, Galloway said. 

It’s taken dozens of  ULS 
staffers and students 50 years to 
complete 1,000 collection guides, 
Galloway said. About 500-600 
guides were converted when the 
encoding standards were set in 
the mid-1990s. “Since then, we 
have been rapidly processing col-
lections,” Galloway said. “There’s 

SEEK and you will FIND
Guides untangle 1,000 ULS collections 

been a huge burst in the past 10 
years.” 

By last summer, 960 guides 
were complete, and this month 
the Negri collection guide became 
ULS’s 1,000th. To mark the 
milestone, Galloway and Haines 
presented Negri, a Pitt music 
faculty member, with a copy of  
the finding aid.

The library system has a back-
log of  more than 100 collections 
awaiting guides, Galloway said. If  
an archive is healthy and growing, 
it’s a task that’s never finished. 

To browse ULS’s collection 
guides, visit www.library.pitt.edu/
archives-service-center. 
—Kimberly K. Barlow            n

Zach Brodt

Justin Pastrick

Justin Pastrick

There is no question that 
guns and violent deaths are 
associated, said Pitt faculty 

member David Brent in his Jan. 
9 lecture, “Do the Means Justify 
the Ends? The Role of  Firearms 
Availability in Violent Death.” 

“What we don’t know,” Brent 
said, “is how to take that knowl-
edge and translate it into action, 
which probably involves legisla-
tive action.”

As the endowed chair in 
suicide studies and professor of  
psychiatry, pediatrics, epidemiol-
ogy and clinical and translational 
science, Brent has made a career 
of  researching the relationship 
between firearms and homicide, 
suicide and injury. He noted that 
America has “by far the most 
guns per capita of  any developed 
country,” and that in the U.S. 
in 2010, there were more than 
31,000 deaths by bullet: 11,078 
homicides, 19,392 suicides and 
606 accidents.

“We do believe in American 
exceptionalism,” he said, “but 
this probably isn’t where we want 
to exceed.”

Deaths from firearms in the 
U.S., particularly among young 
people, occur in “frightening 
numbers,” he reported. American 
adolescents and young adults have 
a 43 times greater chance of  dying 
by gun homicide than in other, 
comparably developed countries. 

Contrary to popular belief, 
mental illness is not associated 
with most shootings, he noted. 
While more than 25 percent of  
individuals have or will have one 
mental disorder during his/her 
lifetime, suicide is a bigger risk 
among those without a psychi-
atric disorder. While those with 
psychosis, substance abuse or 
personality disorders have a higher 
proportional representation as 
perpetrators of  homicides, they 
are not involved in the majority 
of  killings. 

Mass shootings (defined as the 
killing of  four or more people) 
get all the publicity but are rare, 
representing less than 0.2 percent 
of  gun deaths. 

Since 2005, an average of  55 
people have died in mass shoot-
ings each year. While such shoot-

ings have prompted talk about 
reforming gun laws, they haven’t 
spurred much action. “There 
really hasn’t been much change in 
the firearms death rate in the U.S. 
over the last 15 years,” he said.

q
Brent set out the case that gun 

availability often does increase the 
chance of  violent death, although 
the relationship is not always 
clear-cut. States with higher gun 
ownership, for instance, have 
higher suicide but not higher 
homicide rates. Yet restricting 
access to guns does not necessarily 
eliminate suicides. 

He cited a 1992 study that 
showed that suicidal people in 
Manhattan more often jumped 
from high buildings and used pre-
scription drugs to overdose than 
those in suburban Staten Island, 
where residents’ greater car and 
garage access led to more deaths 
by carbon monoxide poisoning.

Still, the decision to commit 
homicide or suicide, Brent noted, 
“is usually pretty impulsive, espe-
cially with people under 40.” Thus, 
without guns, a fatality might not 

occur. Gun suicide attempts are 
two and a half  times more suc-
cessful than hanging attempts, 
and 220 times more fatal than 
poisoning. He also displayed the 
results of  a 2014 study that found 
a three-fold increase in the risk of  
suicide and a two-fold increase in 
the risk of  homicide if  there is a 
gun in the household.

His own study of  130 suicides 
showed that, for those under 16, 
“having a gun in the home con-
tributes more to the risk than psy-
chopathology,” while the opposite 
is true for those over 16.

A 1991 study in California 
discovered that, among people 
who had recently purchased a 
gun, “the risk of  suicide decays 
exponentially from the time of  
purchase,” but there is still an 
elevated risk of  using that gun in 
a suicide for the next six years. In 
2003, another researcher found 
three years of  increased risk of  
committing homicide after a 
person purchases a gun. 

q
Changes in gun laws, and 

thus gun availability, offer natural 
experiments to show how guns 
and violence are related. In gen-
eral, legislation that restricts gun 
ownership, curbs firearms traf-
ficking or provides for stronger 
background checks correlates in 
reverse with gun deaths.

On the other hand, laws that 
make permissions for concealed 
carry of  weaponry harder to 
obtain are “not particularly sig-
nificant” in decreasing deaths, 
nor are restrictions to one gun 
purchase per month. 

Australian legislative changes 
following a 1996 mass shooting 
in Tasmania, which left 35 dead, 
created a gun buy-back program 
that netted 650,000 firearms, 
restricted the private ownership 
of  certain types of  weapons and 
added background checks and 
police approval for gun purchases. 
Gun deaths already were declin-
ing “but they accelerated [down] 
at this point,” Brent noted. In 
Austria, which implemented 
similar restrictions, gun purchases 
declined and the gun suicide and 
homicide rates dropped. Plus, he 
noted, there was “no evidence 
of  method substitution” — no 
greater use of  knives to kill, say, 
by those who might have used a 
gun prior to the new laws.

“No one approach is going to 
be effective here, and depending 
on the country and the culture, 
it may have no effect,” he said. 
“Given that the laws in this 
country may never change, what 
can we do?”

Laws that lock up firearms and 
restrict child access to guns, for 

GUNS + VIOLENT DEATHS:
What is the role of firearms availability?

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

At top: Joe Negri’s original score for the “What’cha Smilin’ About” Eat’n 
Park jingle, and its corresponding reference in the University Library 
System’s finding aid to the Joe Negri Collection.

Above: Center for American Music staff member Kathryn Miller Haines, 
left, and Ed Galloway, head of the University Library System’s Archives 
Service Center, present guitarist Joe Negri with the finding aid to the 
collection he donated to the University. 

Haines’ finding aid to the Joe Negri Collection became the 1,000th collec-
tion guide produced by ULS.

At left: What do 1,000 finding aids look like? In addition to being avail-
able online, paper copies of collection guides are shelved in binders at 
the ULS Archives Service Center on Thomas Boulevard.





8

JANUARY 22, 2015

9

U N I V E R S I T Y  T I M E S

The view from the Cathedral of  Learning lawn gives little clue as to what’s 
going on behind the stately red doors of  Heinz Memorial Chapel this winter. 

The chapel has been closed since late December and will remain closed 
through May while a climate control system is installed.

Earlier this month, Valencia-based Allegheny Pipe Organ Co. oversaw the 
temporary removal of  most of  the organ pipes as a precursor to the climate 
control work, which will bring air conditioning to the 76-year-old Gothic-
style chapel. 

The University’s 2015 capital budget included $1.69 million for environ-
mental controls at Heinz Chapel and $1.81 million to extend chilled water 
lines for the chapel and Bellefield Hall. (See July 24, 2014, University Times.)

HEINZ CHAPEL
Closed, but busier than ever

Aimee Rosenbaum/University Times

Photos by Kimberly K. Barlow/University Times except as noted

David and Karen Richards of Allegheny Pipe Organ Co. use a custom-made sled to speed removal of organ pipes at Heinz Chapel. Most of the 
organ’s 4,272 pipes have been stored in crates to protect them while a new climate-control system is installed.

David Richards, at left, and William Siedle, above, carefully place 
organ pipes into crates. Removing the copper, tin and lead pipes took 
Richards’ six-person crew a week of 12-hour days, he said.
 
Richards plans to return in April to reinstall the pipes and retune the 
chapel organ once the new climate-control system is in place. Replac-
ing the pipes will take two-three weeks. Retuning the organ will 
take two or three days, but clean, quiet conditions — and a constant 
temperature — are required, Richards said.

The chapel will reopen for weddings in early June.

At right: Heinz Chapel’s pews, aisles and balcony are shrouded in 
heavy protective plastic while climate-control work is underway.





12

JANUARY 22, 2015

13

U N I V E R S I T Y  T I M E S

 The School of  Social Work has 
announced that Daniel Rosen, 
left, and Shaun Eack are the two 
inaugural awardees of  the David 
E. Epperson Professorships. 
The professorships are three-
year awards to support faculty 
scholarship. 

Leslie Pietrzyk of  Alexan-
dria, Virginia, has been named the 
2015 winner of  the Drue Heinz 
Literature Prize. Her manuscript, 
“This Angel on My Chest,” was 
selected from a field of  338 entries 
and will be published by the Uni-
versity of  Pittsburgh Press later 
this year. The award also includes 
a cash prize of  $15,000.

Pietrzyk said, 
“‘This Angel 
on My Chest’ 
is a collection 
of  unconven-
tionally linked 
stories,  each 
about a different 
young woman 
whose husband 
dies suddenly 
and unexpectedly. Ranging from 
traditional stories, to lists, a quiz, a 
YouTube link and even a ‘lecture’ 
about creative writing, the stories 
grasp to put into words the ways 
we all cope with unspeakable loss.” 

The collection is based on her 
experience of  losing her husband 
to a heart attack at age 37.

“There is an abundance of  wit, 
and there are wise observations 
about life in these stories,” said 
author Jill McCorkle, this year’s 
final judge. “Some of  these pieces 
are experimental, but never too 
experimental. I always felt firmly 
rooted in the emotion, startled 
again and again by the weight 
of  the simplest everyday objects 
and situations against a backdrop 
of  loss. A powerful and moving 
collection.”

A member of  the core fic-
tion faculty in the Converse 
low-residency MFA program in 
Spartanburg, South Carolina, 

early achievements by young 
engineering college researchers 
40 years of  age and younger, and 
to encourage the continuance of  
such productivity.” The award is 
named after Curtis McGraw, who 
began his career with McGraw-
Hill in 1920 in the company’s 
shipping department, and worked 
his way up to company president 
in 1950.

Little’s citation reads, “For 
exceptional contributions to 
fundamentals in the field of  
controlled release and contribu-
tions to the establishment of  
the nascent field of  biomimetic 
delivery ... Dr. Little has devel-
oped new approaches to program 
controlled release devices to 
behave in defined ways, leading to 
systems that mimic the way cells 
accomplish complex tasks. His 
work also led to the founding of  
the first custom controlled-release 
formulation startup company in 
Pittsburgh. Dr. Little’s approach as 
an educator has led to numerous 
teaching awards and achievements 
that are unprecedented in the his-
tory of  his institution.”

Little holds appointments 
in the McGowan Institute of  
Regenerative Medicine, Depart-
ment of  Immunology and the 
Department of  Ophthalmology 
in the School of  Medicine and in 
the Swanson School’s Department 
of  Bioengineering.

His research focuses on the 
controlled release of  drugs. 

He has eight U.S. patents 
and provisional applications for 
patents including for new high 
throughput methods to fabricate 
controlled release vehicles; dis-
solvable synthetic vasculature; 
novel complex delivery vehicles, 
and a description of  the first 
degradable, artificial cell.          n

received the 
first-ever Penn-
sylvania Occu-
pational Ther-
apy Associa-
tion Research 
Award.  The 
award recog-
nizes an occu-
pational therapy 

practitioner who has made a 
significant contribution to the 
science of  occupational therapy. 

Skidmore’s research examines 
cognitive and mood changes after 
acquired brain injury, and inter-
ventions designed to reduce dis-
ability attributed to these changes.

• Nancy Baker received 
the Ann Kunkel 
A d v o c a c y 
Award f rom 
the Association 
of  Rheuma-
tology Health 
Professionals. 
The award is 
presented to a 
member with 
a history of  advocacy at local, 
regional and national levels. 

Baker’s research examines 
workers’ health and the physical 
performance of  work tasks with 
a focus on computer use and its 
effect on health.                          

Steven Little, CNG faculty 
fellow and chair of  chemical and 
petroleum engineering in the 
Swanson School of  Engineering, 
has been named the 2015 Curtis W. 
McGraw Research Award recipi-
ent by the American Society of  
Engineering Education. 

Little will receive the award at 
the Engineering Research Coun-
cil’s annual conference in March.

 The McGraw award was estab-
lished “to recognize outstanding 

R E S E A R C H  N O T E S P E O P L E   O F   T H E   T I M E S The People of the Times column features recent news on faculty 
and staff, including awards and other honors, accomplishments and 
administrative appointments. 

We welcome submissions from all areas of the University. Send 
information via email to: utimes@pitt.edu, by fax at 412/624-4579 
or by campus mail to 308 Bellefield Hall.

For submission guidelines, visit www.utimes.pitt.edu/?page_
id=6807.
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member Allie 
Chornick, assis-
tant manager of  
the William Pitt 
Union, has been 
recognized as 
the 2014 Out-
standing New 
Professional of  
the Year by the 
Association of  
College Unions International 
(ACUI) Region VII. 

The award is presented annu-
ally to an individual who has 
served five years or less, has 
been identified as a model of  
employee service and volunteer 
involvement, has a positive impact 
on the community served and a 
commitment to the profession.  

Chornick’s duties include 
mentoring students, facility man-
agement, event planning assis-
tance for student organizations 
and academic departments and 
maintaining an event manage-
ment system. 

ACUI supports its members in 
the development of  community 
through education, advocacy and 
the delivery of  services. It is a non-
profit educational organization 
that brings together college union 
and student activities profession-
als from hundreds of  schools in 
seven countries. 

Law school faculty member 
Bernard J. Hibbitts has received 

the John D. 
Lawson Award 
from the Cana-
dian American 
Bar Association. 

The award 
r e c o g n i z e s 
native Canadi-
ans who have 
excelled in the 
practice of  law 

and/or made an outstanding 
contribution to the law or legal 
scholarship in the U.S. 

A faculty member at the law 
school since 1988, Hibbitts is the 
publisher and editor-in-chief  of  
Jurist, the law student-generated 
legal news service that he estab-
lished in 1996. 

Prior to joining the Pitt faculty, 
Hibbitts served as a law clerk for 
the Supreme Court of  Canada. 

A legal historian, Hibbitts’ 
teaching and research focus on 
the history of  law in Western 
culture. He is especially interested 
in how communication technol-
ogy in both print and electronic 
media has shaped legal education 
and practice. His scholarly work 
has been published in the Law 
Library Journal, the McGill Law 
Journal, the New York Univer-
sity Law Review, the University 
of  Pittsburgh Law Review and 
the University of  Toronto Law 
Journal, among others. 

Lara Putnam, faculty member 
in the Dietrich School of  Arts and 
Sciences’ history department, 
has been elected vice president/
president-elect of  the Confer-
ence on Latin American History 
(CLAH) of  the American Histori-
cal Association (AHA).

After a two-year term as vice 
president, Putnam will become 
president in 2017-19.  

CLAH has over 700 members 
and is the largest of  the disciplin-
ary associations affiliated with 
the AHA.

Sandra D. Mitchell, faculty 
member in the Department of  
History and Philosophy of  Sci-
ence, is in line to serve as president 
of  the Philosophy of  Science 
Association (PSA). 

Mitchell has been elected to a 
two-year term as vice president 
and president-elect of  the PSA 
(January 2015 through December 
2016), after which she will serve 
a two-year term as president 
(January 2017 through December 
2018).

The European philosophical 
journal Philinq: Philosophical 
Inquiries will publish a “Focus” on 
“Grünbaum and Psychoanalysis” 
in its first issue of  2016. 

Adolf  Grünbaum is the 
Andrew Mellon Professor of  
Philosophy of  Science; research 
professor, Department of  His-
tory and Philosophy of  Science; 
research professor of  psychiatry, 
and chair of  the Center for Phi-
losophy of  Science.

Pietrzyk also teaches fiction at 
Johns Hopkins.

Pietrzyk is the author of  two 
novels, “Pears on a Willow Tree” 
and “A Year and a Day.” Her short 
fiction and essays have appeared 
in many journals, including Get-
tysburg Review, Shenandoah, The 
Washington Post Magazine, The 
Sun and Iowa Review.              

Peter Wipf, Distinguished 
University Professor in chemistry, 

is the recipi-
ent of  a Hum-
boldt Research 
Award.

The award 
is granted to 
a researcher 
whose funda-
mental discov-
eries, new theo-
ries or insights 

have had a significant impact on 
their own discipline and who are 
expected to continue producing 
cutting-edge achievements in 
the future.

Winners are invited to carry 
out research projects of  their 
choice in cooperation with spe-
cialist colleagues in Germany.

The Humboldt Foundation 
grants up to 100 Humboldt 
Research Awards annually.

The Pennsylvania Supreme 
Court has appointed Lawrence 
A. Frolik, distinguished faculty 
scholar and faculty member in 
the School of  Law, to the newly 
established 15-member Advisory 
Council on Elder Justice in the 
Courts. 

The council is charged with 
helping to implement the elder law 
task force’s recent recommenda-
tions to better protect the rights 
of  the elderly.  

Two faculty members in the 
School of  Health and Rehabili-
tation Sciences’ Department of  
Occupational Therapy have been 
honored recently.

•  Elizabeth Skidmore 

In the North American Pan-
creatitis Study II Consortium, 
researchers evaluated gene pro-
files and alcohol and smoking 
habits of  more than 1,000 people 
with either chronic pancreatitis or 
recurrent acute pancreatitis and 
an equivalent number of  healthy 
volunteers. 

The researchers took a closer 
look at a gene called CTRC, which 
can protect pancreatic cells from 
injury caused by premature activa-
tion of  trypsin, a digestive enzyme 
inside the pancreas instead of  
the intestine, a problem that 
already has been associated with 
pancreatitis.

They found that a certain vari-
ant of  the CTRC gene, which is 
thought to be carried by about 
10 percent of  Caucasians, was a 
strong risk factor for alcohol- or 
smoking-associated chronic pan-
creatitis. It’s possible that the vari-
ant fails to protect the pancreas 
from trypsin, leaving the carrier 
vulnerable to ongoing pancreatic 
inflammation and scarring.

“This finding presents us 
with a window of  opportunity to 
intervene in the disease’s process,” 
Whitcomb said. “When people 
come to the hospital with acute 
pancreatitis, we could screen for 
this gene variant and do everything 
possible to help those who have it 
quit smoking and drinking alco-
hol, as well as test new treatments, 
because they have the greatest 
risk of  progressing to end-stage 
chronic pancreatitis.”

Whitcomb’s team has been 
implementing more personalized 
approaches to pancreatic diseases 
in the Pancreas Center of  Excel-
lence within the Digestive Disor-
ders Center at UPMC and hopes 
to learn whether use of  genetic 
information can, in fact, reduce 
the chances of  chronic disease 
in high-risk patients.

Other members of  the Pitt 
study team were Jessica La-
Rusch, Antonio Lozano-Leon, 
Kimberly Stello , Amanda 
Moore, Venkata Muddana, 
Michael O’Connell, Brenda 
Diergaarde and Dhiraj Yadav.

The project was funded by 
the National Institutes of  Health 
(NIH) and the Conselleria de 
Industria e Innovación, Xunta de 
Galicia, Spain.

The grants are administered 
through the frontline innova-
tion program, which focuses on 
improving the patient bedside 
experience, and the clinical trans-
formation program, which sup-
ports comprehensive redesign of  
processes to put the involvement 
of  the patient and their family 
members at the core.

The projects awarded 2014-15 
grants include:

• a notification system for 
incoming trauma patients that 
will send detailed yet confiden-
tial patient information to TV 
monitors outside the trauma bay 
at UPMC Presbyterian.

• the incorporation of  ultra-
sound-guidance for small biopsies 
to provide rapid and effective 
evaluation for patients at the 
bedside.

• a system for customizing 
music therapy for oncology 
patients to improve symptoms 
such as anxiety and fatigue.

• a plan for purchasing 18 iPads 
to provide the first-ever mobile 
concussion-testing platform 
for pediatric patients, aiming to 
improve the management and 
treatment of  concussion.

• development of  a training 
program that will improve the 
handoff  of  open-heart surgery 
patients from the operating room 
to the cardiovascular intensive 
care unit at UPMC Passavant.

of  insulin accordingly, patients can 
work to keep their blood glucose 
in a normal range.

Beginning in 1983, the DCCT 
enrolled 1,441 volunteers ages 
13-39 with recent-onset Type 
1 diabetes. Half  were assigned 
randomly to intensive efforts to 
keep blood glucose as close to 
normal levels as possible. The 
other half  were assigned to the 
conventional treatment at the 
time, which simply sought to keep 
blood glucose levels from getting 
so high or low that patients would 
show symptoms, such as blurred 
vision or shortness of  breath.

The trial ended in 1993 when 
the intensive group was found to 
have less eye, nerve and kidney 
disease. All participants then 
were taught the intensive blood 
glucose control techniques and 
early, good control of  blood 
glucose was recommended for all 
people with Type 1 diabetes. The 
EDIC study then was launched to 
continue tracking the health of  all 
the participants.

Since 1983, 107 trial par-
ticipants have died, with 64 in the 
group that originally received stan-
dard treatment, compared with 43 
in the intensive treatment group.

The most common causes of  
death were cardiovascular disease 
(22 percent), cancer (20 percent) 
and acute diabetes complications 
(18 percent), all of  which were 
more common in the group that 
originally received conventional 
treatment. Accidents or suicide 
were the fourth most-common 
cause of  death (17 percent), 
with nominally more deaths in 
the people assigned to the early 
intensive treatment.

Higher average glucose levels 
and increased protein in the urine 
— a marker of  diabetic kidney 
disease — were the major risk 
factors for death.

“These results build on ear-
lier studies that suggested that 
increased protein in the urine 
largely accounts for shorter 
lifespans for people with Type 
1 diabetes,” said Orchard. “Our 
findings further emphasize the 
importance of  good, early glucose 
control, as this reduces the risk 
for increased protein in the urine 
in general, as well as for diabetic 
kidney disease itself.”

While this study found an asso-
ciation between intensive blood 
glucose control and decreased 
mortality in people with Type 1 
diabetes, Orchard and his col-
leagues noted that the results 
cannot be extended to people 
with Type 2 diabetes. Previous, 
unrelated studies have shown con-
flicting results for Type 2 diabetes.

Additional authors were from 
George Washington Univer-
sity, Harvard, the University of  
Toronto and Cornell. 

Primary funding came from 
the National Institute of  Diabetes 
and Digestive and Kidney Dis-
eases, the National Eye Institute, 
the National Institute of  Neuro-
logic Disorders and Stroke, the 
general clinical research centers 
program and clinical translational 
science center program.

cancer screenings likely would 
improve early detection and 
survival, according to a multidis-
ciplinary team led by scientists 
affiliated with the University 
of  Pittsburgh Cancer Institute 
(UPCI), a partner with UPMC 
CancerCenter.

In an analysis published in 
the journal Cancer and funded 
by NIH, the team provided a 
rationale for a national clinical 
trial to assess the effectiveness of  
adding examination of  the head 
and neck to lung cancer screening 
programs. People most at risk for 
lung cancer also are those most 
at risk for head and neck cancer.

Said senior author Brenda 
Diergaarde, epidemiology fac-
ulty member in public health 
and member of  UPCI: “When 
caught early, the five-year survival 
rate for head and neck cancer is 
over 83 percent. However, the 
majority of  cases are diagnosed 
later when survival rates generally 
shrink below 50 percent. There is 
a strong need to develop strategies 
that will result in identification 
of  the cancer when it can still be 
successfully treated.”

Head and neck cancer is the 
world’s sixth-most common type 
of  cancer. Worldwide, every year 
600,000 people are diagnosed with 
it and about 350,000 die. Tobacco 
use and alcohol consumption are 
the major risk factors for develop-
ing the cancer.

The early symptoms are typi-
cally a lump or sore in the mouth 
or throat, trouble swallowing or 
a voice change, which are often 
brushed off  as a cold or some-
thing that will heal. Treatment, 
particularly in later stages, can be 
disfiguring and can change the 
way a person talks or eats.

Diergaarde and her team 
analyzed the records of  3,587 
people enrolled in the Pittsburgh 
Lung Screening Study (PLuSS), 
which consists of  current and 
ex-smokers aged 50 and older, to 
see if  they had a higher chance of  
developing head and neck cancer.

In the general U.S. population, 
fewer than 43 per 100,000 people 
would be expected to develop 
head and neck cancer annu-
ally among those 50 and older. 
Among the PLuSS participants, 
the rate was 71.4 cases annually 
per 100,000 people.

Recently, the U.S. Preventive 
Services Task Force, as well as 
the American Cancer Society 
and other organizations, recom-
mended annual screening for lung 
cancer with low-dose computed 
tomography in people 55-74 years 
old with a smoking history averag-
ing at least a pack a day for a total 
of  30 years. The recommenda-
tion came after a national clinical 
trial showed that such screening 
reduces lung cancer mortality.

Said co-author David O. 
Wilson, associate director of  
UPMC’s Lung Cancer Center: 
“Head and neck cancer is relatively 
rare, and screening the general 
population would be impracti-
cal. However, the patients at risk 
for lung cancer whom we would 

refer for the newly recommended 
annual screening are the same 
patients that our study shows also 
likely would benefit from regular 
head and neck cancer screen-
ings. If  such screening reduces 
mortality in these at-risk patients, 
that would be a convenient way 
to increase early detection and 
save lives.”

Diergaarde’s team is col-
laborating with otolaryngologists 
to design a national trial that 
would determine if  regular head 
and neck cancer screenings for 
people referred for lung cancer 
screenings would indeed reduce 
mortality.

Additional Pitt researchers 
on this study were Ronak Dixit, 
Joel L. Weissfeld, Paula Balogh, 
Pamela Sufka and Jennifer R. 
Grandis. A researcher from the 
University of  Minnesota also 
contributed to the study.

The University Times Research Notes column reports on 
funding awarded to Pitt researchers and on findings arising 
from University research. 

We welcome submissions from all areas of the University. 
Submit information via email to: utimes@pitt.edu, by fax to 
412/624-4579 or by campus mail to 308 Bellefield Hall. 

For submission guidelines, visit www.utimes.pitt.
edu/?page_id=6807.

Grants focus on 
improving patient 
care at bedside

With a focus on improv-
ing patient care at the bedside, 
the Beckwith Institute recently 
awarded 11 grants to UPMC 
clinicians and staff  worth nearly 
$89,000. 

Incorporating both high-tech 
and “high touch” ideas, the proj-
ects cover a multitude of  depart-
ments and hospitals and range 
from improving the notification 
system for incoming trauma 
patients to providing the first-ever 
mobile pediatric concussion test-
ing platform.

Supported by UPMC chair-
man G. Nicholas Beckwith and 
his wife, Dotty, with matching 
funds from UPMC, the Beckwith 
Institute annually provides grants 
to improve clinical outcomes by 
empowering both clinicians and 
patients to explore innovative 
ways of  transforming health care.

Early blood glucose 
control in Type 1 
diabetes yields 
longer lifespan

People with Type 1 diabetes 
who intensively control their 
blood glucose soon after diagnosis 
are likely to live longer than those 
who do not, a recent report led 
by a Graduate School of  Public 
Health investigator revealed.

Data from a long-running trial 
and follow-up observational study 
funded by NIH, with participants 
from 27 academic medical centers 
in the U.S. and Canada, showed 
a 33 percent reduction in deaths 
over the past several decades 
among participants who had early, 
good control of  their blood glu-
cose. The findings were detailed 
in the Journal of  the American 
Medical Association.

Said lead author Trevor 
Orchard, epidemiology faculty 
member in public health: “We can 
now confidently tell doctors and 
patients that good, early control of  
blood glucose greatly reduces any 
risk for early mortality in people 
with Type 1 diabetes, usually 
diagnosed in children and young 
adults. These results also remove 
any lingering concern that inten-
sive therapy may lead to increased 
mortality.”

The Diabetes Control and 
Complications Trial (DCCT) and 
the subsequent Epidemiology of  
Diabetes Interventions and Com-
plications (EDIC) observational 
study have significantly changed 
treatment protocols for Type 1 
diabetes and improved the out-
look for people with the condition 
over the past several decades. 

Type 1 diabetes happens 
when the body does not produce 
insulin, a hormone that is needed 
to convert sugar into energy. By 
regularly monitoring their blood 
glucose levels and adjusting doses 

Genetic mutations 
could explain early 
ovarian failure

Two newly identified genetic 
mutations could increase under-
standing of  the causes behind 
premature ovarian failure, which 
is one cause of  infertility, and 
potentially guide options for 
treating women with the condi-
tion, according to research from 
Magee-Womens Research Insti-
tute (MWRI) published online in 
the Journal of  Clinical Investiga-
tion and the American Journal of  
Human Genetics.

The mutations, which occurred 
in women with premature ovarian 
failure, a condition that causes a 
woman’s ovaries to stop working 
prior to 40 years of  age, were 
found in genes that repair dam-
aged DNA in the cells of  the ovary 
that eventually become egg cells. 

In the United States, premature 
ovarian failure affects about 1 
percent of  women during their 
reproductive years, some as early 
as their teenage years. Apart from 
compromising fertility, the condi-
tion also puts women at high risk 
for osteoporosis and heart disease.

Researchers from MWRI, in 
collaboration with international 
colleagues, performed genome 
sequencing on blood and skin 
samples from three families. Each 
family had at least one woman with 
premature ovarian failure.

Said senior author Aleksandar 
Rajkovic, Marcus Allen Hogge 
Chair in Reproductive Sciences: 
“Most women with premature 
ovarian failure don’t know why 
they can’t reproduce, and it can be 
devastating for them. Our findings 
indicate that genetics may play a 
strong role in this condition and 
raise the prospect of  one day 
developing therapies to delay the 
early onset of  menopause.”

According to Rajkovic, this 
research shows the power of  
whole-genome sequencing. “Now 
that we understand some of  the 
contributors to premature ovarian 
failure, we can work toward cor-
recting the condition,” he said.n
—Compiled by Marty Levine

Head, neck, lung 
cancer screenings 
should be concurrent

Adding head and neck cancer 
screenings to recommended lung 

Organizers on the Pitts-
burgh campus have set 
a goal of  collecting 17 

pounds of  recyclables per person 
in the 2015 RecycleMania tourna-
ment, set for Feb. 1-March 28.

RecycleMania is a competition 
among colleges and universities 
in the United States and Canada, 
aimed at encouraging recycling 
and waste reduction. Pitt has 
participated since 2009.

Last year, with a goal of  16 
pounds per person, the Pittsburgh 
campus collected 18.98 pounds 
of  recyclables per capita during 
the eight-week competition. (See 
April 17, 2014, University Times.)

 It placed No. 10 of  335 schools 
in recyclables collected, with a 
total of  740,460 pounds overall, 
according to results posted at 
www.recyclemaniacs.org.

Laura Zullo, senior manager 
for energy initiatives in Facilities 
Management, told the University 
Times that the department is 
working with student organiza-
tions Free the Planet, Engineers 
for a Sustainable World and 
Students for Sustainability to 
lead campus participation in the 

annual event. 
In addition to stepping up 

recycling efforts on campus, the 
groups plan to raise awareness 
through student tours of  the recy-
cling and landfill facilities that take 
Pitt’s trash; waste audits on Feb. 4 
and 10 at the Schenley Quad, and 
a basketball game day recycling 
event at a date to be determined.

University employees are 
encouraged to contribute beyond 
their ordinary recycling efforts by 
using Pitt’s spring break week as an 

opportunity for office cleanup. If  
it’s a large task, staff  can request a 
recycling container by contacting 
Will Mitchell at wim10@pitt.edu. 

Each week participating 
schools report data on paper, 
corrugated cardboard, cans and 
bottles and electronic waste recy-
cling as well as waste data. Weekly 
progress can be tracked at www.
recyclemaniacs.org. 

Final results will be announced 
in mid-April. 
—Kimberly K. Barlow             n

RecycleMania begins Feb. 1

In response to Pennsylvania’s 
new Act 31, which requires all 
professionals in the state who 
regularly come in contact with 
children to receive training in the 
recognition and reporting of  child 
abuse, the  School of  Social Work 
is offering a free comprehensive 
online training program. 

Through its Pennsylvania 
Child Welfare Resource Center 
and its continuing education pro-
gram, the school has developed 
“Recognizing and Reporting 
Child Abuse: Mandated and Per-

missive Reporting in Pennsylva-
nia.” It can be accessed at www.
reportabusepa.pitt.edu.

The training covers:
• how to recognize the behav-

ioral indicators of  child abuse and 
neglect;

• how to determine who is a 
mandated reporter, and

• the impact of  not intervening 
in instances of  suspected abuse 
or neglect.

The online training provides 
three continuing-education credit 
hours.                                           n

Child abuse reporting training offered






