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Staff  Association Council 
(SAC) members learned 
about Human Resources’ 

new student employment initiative 
at the group’s March 11 meeting.

Since January, student employ-
ment at Pitt, including job appli-
cations, hiring and time keeping 
for University jobs and federal 
work-study positions, has been 
handled through PRISM TRKS 
(time record keeping system). 
So far this term there have been 
4,497 student applications for 355 
positions, with 274 students hired.

Stephen M. Ferber, assistant 
vice chancellor for Human 
Resources, told SAC the system 
is “95 percent working … We still 
have people issues” concerning 
who is designated as the official 
supervisor versus who is asked 
to approve time cards — and 
with the timely student comple-
tion and supervisor approval of  
those cards. 

“This is our semester to work 
all the kinks out of  the process,” he 
said, and to try to get rid of  more 
of  the paper forms that remain. 
“I don’t want to have paper on-
boarding of  students,” he said. “I 
don’t want to have things going up 
and down Fifth Avenue.” 

HR plans to publicize this 
new use of  PRISM TRKS more 
widely in the fall, and to continue 
to refine its features.

q
In other SAC news:
• SAC President Rich Colwell 

characterized Pitt Day in Har-
risburg on March 4 as successful, 
despite the fact that Pitt faculty, 
staff  and other community 
members were two and a half  
hours behind schedule for this 
annual lobbying event due to 
traffic caused by an accident on 
the Turnpike. But Colwell ques-
tioned why more staff  members 
did not attend. “It’s the time of  
the year,” volunteered one SAC 

member. “If  it were in the spring, 
closer to graduation,” it would be 
easier to get time off, she said. 
“I have problems even coming 
here now,” another added. “I’m 
on the arts and sciences schedule 
of  half-hour lunches. To ask for 
a day off… .”

• SAC still needs a chair for its 
committee to organize Pitt’s Ken-
nywood Day, set for July 19. “We 
really would like to find someone,” 
said Lindsay J. Rodzwicz, vice 
president of  public relations. 

Colwell suggested that the 
duties might be shared by multiple 
co-chairs, and said SAC adminis-
trator Marcie Johnson will help 
with committee activities.

• Parliamentarian Lynn Rosen 
said SAC members will vote in 
April on the reinstatement of  an 
employee relations liaison posi-
tion for the group; the person will 
hear grievances from members 
and seek information from the 
appropriate Pitt office. SAC’s 
previous liaison was eliminated 
when the bylaws were rewritten 
two years ago. Now Associate 
Vice Chancellor Ronald W. Frisch 
“challenged us to add that back 
into our structure,” Rosen said. 
She cautioned that the liaison 
will not be an ombudsman or a 
staff  advocate but rather someone 
who can help get staff  questions 
answered. The employee relations 
liaison will have a two-year term.

• Frisch, in attendance at the 
meeting, noted that the online 
anti-sexual harassment training 
link sent to staff  via Read Green 
recently was “truly a voluntary 
program. 

“As of  Friday [March 6] we 
have more than 9,000 people who 
have completed it,” representing 
more than half  of  those who 
received it. “This is hopefully the 
first of  many online programs 
we’re going to introduce to you.”
—Marty Levine                           n

In the U.S. News & World 
Report’s annual Best Gradu-
ate Schools assessment, Pitt’s 

School of  Nursing was ranked 
No. 5 among 181 nursing schools 
nationally and received top-five 
spots in six specialties. The 
2016 rankings, which included 
expanded rankings for nursing 
schools with master’s degree pro-
grams, were released March 10.

Ranked above Pitt were nurs-
ing schools at the University of  
Pennsylvania, Johns Hopkins 
University, the University of  
California-San Francisco and the 
University of  Washington.

Pitt’s School of  Nursing gained 
a spot in eight of  the 10 specialty 
rankings, including: 

• Clinical nurse leader: Pitt 
ranked No. 3 of  five schools 
ranked.

• Nurse anesthesia: Pitt ranked 
No. 1 of  nine schools.

• Nurse practitioner/adult/
gerontology, acute care: Pitt tied 
for 5th with Vanderbilt among 
12 schools. 

• Nurse practitioner/family: 
Pitt ranked No. 17 of  20 schools.

• Nurse practitioner/pediatric, 
primary care: Pitt tied for No. 3 
with Yale of  14 schools.

• Nurse practitioner/psychi-
atric/mental health, across the 
lifespan: Pitt ranked No. 5 of  
eight schools.

• Nursing administration: Pitt 
ranked No. 5 of  10 schools.

• Nursing informatics: Pitt 
ranked No. 6 of  nine schools.

Specialty rankings were based 
on assessments by nursing school 
deans and deans of  graduate 
studies.

The overall school rankings 
were based on quality assessment, 
peer assessment score, student 
selectivity and achievement, mean 
undergraduate grade-point aver-
age, acceptance rate, achievement, 
faculty resources, student-faculty 
ratio, faculty credentials, nurs-
ing practice participation, mas-
ter’s degree output productivity, 
research activity, total research 
expenditures and average research 
expenditures per faculty member.

Nursing also was No. 21 of  
96 schools for its online graduate 
nursing program.

q
U.S. News has long ranked 

business, education, engineering, 
law and medicine schools annu-
ally, and the results this year were 
mixed for the University. 

In business, the Katz Graduate 
School of  Business ranked 48th 
overall, up from No. 52 last year, in 
a five-way tie with Rutgers, South-
ern Methodist University, Univer-
sity of  California-Davis and the 
University of  Connecticut. The 
top five business schools were 
Stanford, Harvard, the University 
of  Pennsylvania, the University 
of  Chicago and Massachusetts 
Institute of  Technology. 

Ninety-five business schools 
were ranked this year. The 
rankings were based on quality 
assessment, peer assessment 
score, recruiter assessment score, 
placement success, mean starting 
salary and bonus, student selectiv-
ity, mean GMAT and GRE scores, 
mean undergraduate GPA and 
acceptance rate.

For its part-time MBA pro-
gram, Pitt was tied for 64th with 
Bentley, Lehigh, the University of  
Nebraska and the University of  
Richmond, down from No. 53 last 
year, among 213 schools ranked.

Rankings were based on aver-

age peer assessment score, average 
GMAT score and average GRE 
quantitative and verbal scores of  
part-time MBA students entering 
in fall 2014.

Katz was not ranked in any of  
the 10 specialty rankings available.

q
Among schools of  education, 

Pitt was tied for 27th with Virginia 
Commonwealth University, down 
from No. 22 last year. Ranked 
highest in this category were Johns 
Hopkins, Harvard, Stanford, 
Vanderbilt and the University of  
Wisconsin-Madison, among 184 
schools.

Rankings in education were 
based on quality assessment, peer 
assessment score, superintendent 
assessment score, student selec-
tivity, mean GRE verbal scores, 
mean GRE quantitative scores, 
acceptance rate, faculty resources, 
student-faculty ratio, percentage 
of  faculty with awards, doctoral 
degrees granted, research activity, 
total research expenditures and 
average expenditures per faculty 
member.

Pitt was ranked in one of  the 
10 specialties this year. In educa-
tional psychology, the school was 
tied for 13th with Columbia and 
the University of  Washington. It 
was No. 14 last year. 

Specialty rankings were judged 
by student engagement, student 
services and technology, faculty 
credentials and training, admis-
sions selectivity and peer reputa-
tion.

Among schools offering online 
graduate education, Pitt was tied 
for 68th with Georgia Southern 
University, Ohio University, 
Texas A&M, the University of  
Massachusetts, the University 
of  Missouri and Wheeling Jesuit 
University, among 179 schools.

q
The Swanson School of  Engi-

neering was tied for No. 43 among 
engineering schools nationally 
— equaling its ranking for last 
year — with Iowa State University, 
Northeastern University and the 
University of  Florida. 

The top five in engineering 
were Massachusetts Institute of  
Technology, Stanford, the Uni-
versity of  California-Berkeley, 
Carnegie Mellon and California 
Institute of  Technology, among 
140 schools.

Rankings were based on qual-
ity assessment, peer assessment 
score, recruiter assessment score, 
student selectivity, mean GRE 
quantitative scores, acceptance 
rate, faculty resources, student-
faculty ratio, percentage of  fac-
ulty in the National Academy of  
Engineering, doctoral degrees 
awarded, research activity, total 
research expenditures and average 
research expenditures per faculty 
member.

Swanson was ranked in nine 
of  a possible dozen specialties 
this year: 

• In biomedical engineering/
bioengineering, Pitt was tied for 
No. 16 with Case Western Reserve, 
down one spot from No. 15 last 

year, among 70 schools.
• In chemical engineering, 

Pitt was tied for No. 39 — the 
same position as last year — with 
Michigan State, the University at 
Buffalo-SUNY, the University 
of  Houston, Virginia Tech and 
Washington University in St. 
Louis, among 94 schools.

• In civil engineering, Pitt 
was tied for No. 53 with Tufts, 
the University of  Cincinnati, the 
University of  Virginia and Wash-
ington State, up from No. 61 last 
year, among 105 schools.

• In computer engineering, 
Pitt was tied for No. 54 with Case 
Western Reserve, the University 
of  California-Riverside and the 
University of  Utah, up from No. 
58 last year, among 95 schools. 

• In electrical/electronic/
communications engineering, 
Pitt was tied for No. 52 with New 
York University, the University of  
Central Florida, the University 
of  Delaware, the University of  
Texas and the University of  Utah, 
up from No. 58 last year, among 
123 schools.

• In environmental/environ-
mental health engineering, Pitt 
was tied for No. 48 with Drexel, 
Iowa State, Oregon State, Rens-
selaer Polytechnic Institute and 
the University at Buffalo-SUNY, 
up from No. 55 last year, among 
75 schools.

• In industrial/manufactur-
ing/systems engineering, Pitt 
was tied for No. 22 with Rens-
selaer Polytechnic Institute and 
the University of  Texas-Austin, 
up from No. 23 last year, among 
69 schools.

• In materials engineering, Pitt 
was tied for No. 53 with Boston 
University, Clemson, Michigan 
Technological University, Stony 
Brook University-SUNY and the 
University of  Utah, up from No. 
56 last year, among 70 schools.

• In mechanical engineering, 
Pitt was tied for No. 49 with 
Lehigh, the University of  Dela-
ware and Washington University 
in St. Louis, up from No. 52 last 
year, among 128 schools.

q
Pitt’s School of  Law was 

ranked No. 78 overall, tied with 
Brooklyn Law School, the Illinois 
Institute of  Technology and 
Loyola University, up from No. 
81 last year, among 149 schools. 
Ranked Nos. 1-5 were Yale, Har-
vard, Stanford, Columbia and the 
University of  Chicago.

Rankings were based on 
quality assessment, peer assess-
ment score, assessment score 
by lawyers/judges, selectivity, 
median LSAT scores, median 
undergraduate GPA, acceptance 
rate and placement success.

The school was listed two 
specialty rankings: 

• In health care law, Pitt was 
tied for No. 14 with the University 
of  Minnesota and Wake Forest, 
unchanged from last year.

• In international law, Pitt 
was tied for No. 29 with Emory, 
Tulane and Vanderbilt, among 29 
schools, whereas it previously was 

unranked.
Specialty rankings were based 

on nominations by legal educators 
at peer institutions.

q
Among medical schools, Pitt 

ranked No. 16 overall for research, 
up one spot from No. 17 last year. 
Tops in this category were Har-
vard, Stanford, Johns Hopkins, 
the University of  California-San 
Francisco and the University of  
Pennsylvania, among 88 schools.

For primary care, Pitt tied for 
No. 19 with the University of  
California-Davis, the University 
of  California-San Diego, the Uni-
versity of  Chicago, the University 
of  Hawaii-Manoa and Washing-
ton University in St. Louis, down 
one spot from No. 18 last year. 
Heading this list were the Univer-
sity of  Washington, the University 
of  North Carolina, the University 
of  California-San Francisco, the 

University of  Nebraska Medical 
Center and Oregon Health and 
Science University, among 85 
schools. 

Rankings were based on qual-
ity assessment, peer assessment, 
assessment score by residency 
directors, total research activity, 
average research activity per fac-
ulty member, primary care rate, 
student selectivity, median MCAT 
total score, median undergraduate 
GPA, acceptance rate and faculty 
resources.

The School of  Medicine was 
ranked in five of  eight possible 
specialties:

• In drug and alcohol abuse, 
Pitt was tied for No. 11 with New 
York University, down from No. 9 
last year, among 11 schools.

• In geriatrics, Pitt was ranked 
No. 10, down from No. 9 last year, 
among 13 schools.

• In internal medicine, Pitt was 
ranked No. 18, down from No. 16 
last year, among 18 schools.

• In pediatrics, Pitt was ranked 
No. 11, falling from No. 7 last year, 
among 17 schools.

• In women’s health, Pitt was 
ranked No. 4 again, among 17 
schools.

Specialty rankings were based 
on ratings by deans and senior 
faculty from the schools surveyed.
—Marty Levine                           n

Student employment 
initiative is detailed

Nursing places 5th in U.S. News
ranking of graduate schools

Results mixed for other programs
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Photos by
Aimee Obidzinski/CIDDE

Almost 300 staff, faculty, students, alumni and friends 
of  the University from the five campuses registered to 
attend the annual Pitt Day in Harrisburg March 4.

Right, top:  State Rep. Mike Reese speaks with some  of  
the Pitt contingent. Reese represents parts of  Somerset 
and Westmoreland counties.

Right, center: State Sen. Camera Bartolotta, who took 
office in January, meets with members of  the Pitt group. 
Bartolotta represents Greene County and parts of  Beaver 
and Washington counties.

Left, center and bottom: Chancellor Patrick Gallagher 
and Paul Supowitz, vice chancellor for community and 
governmental relations, address Pitt volunteers in the 
Capitol’s rotunda. 

Harrisburg

goes to 
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CS DAY2015

Talk 
The Guide to your Technical Career by Google
12:30– 1:30 pm
5317 Sennott Square

Industry Marketplace
1:30–4 pm
Sennott Square 
5th & 6th Floor

Student Showcase
4:30–6 pm
2200 Sennott Square 

CS DAY Social
Alumni, Faculty, Industry & Graduate Students Only
6– 8 pm
5317 Sennott Square 

When
March 27th 
12:30–8 pm
Where
Sennott 
Square 

FEATURING:  
•  Talk by Google 

•  Industry Marketplace
•  Poster Competition  

•  Digital Media Competition 
•  Business Idea Competition  

•  Research Competition 
•  Student Showcase  

https://cs.pitt.edu/events/CSDay/2015
CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

Early onset of hot 
flashes could 
predict heart disease

Women who experience hot 
flashes early in menopause are 
more likely to have markers of  
blood vessel dysfunction, which 
could indicate a higher risk for 
the development of  heart disease, 
according to a Pitt researcher. 
Findings were presented at the 
American College of  Cardiology’s 
annual scientific session and expo.

Up to 70 percent of  women 
experience hot flashes and night 
sweats during menopause. 

Said Rebecca Thurston of  
psychiatry: “We used to think 
these were just annoying symp-
toms that many women just tried 
to endure. However, our research 
is now suggesting that for some 
women, hot flashes might indicate 
adverse changes in the blood ves-
sels during midlife that might not 
be medically benign over time.”

Preliminary findings from 
Thurston’s research indicate that 
early onset of  hot flashes is asso-
ciated with dysfunction of  the 

endothelium, which is the lining 
of  blood vessels. Endothelial 
dysfunction was measured by 
assessing flow-mediated dilation 
(FMD), a noninvasive ultrasound 
gauge of  how well the vessel 
dilates in response to pressure 
on the wall of  the blood vessel.

In one study of  189 healthy 
women approaching or in meno-
pause, the researchers found those 
who had hot flashes before age 
52 were more likely to have lower 
FMD values, suggesting adverse 
endothelial changes. Similarly, 
in a second study of  104 post-
menopausal women with signs of  
heart disease, those who reported 
first having their hot flashes at or 
before age 42 were more likely to 
have lower FMD values.

“More work needs to be done 
to confirm our findings and 
to understand the reasons why 
early hot flashes are associated 
with endothelial dysfunction,” 
Thurston said. “But these findings 
could give us a way to predict who 
might be at greater risk for heart 
disease so that we can target these 
women for early prevention.”

Ancient Mongol 
metallurgy an 
extreme polluter

The ancient Mongols have 
a reputation for having been 
fierce warriors. A new study out 
of  the Department of  Geology 
and Planetary Science in the 
Dietrich School of  Arts and Sci-
ences shows them to have been 
unmatched polluters.

Graduate student Aubrey 
Hillman’s study in the journal 
Environmental Science & Tech-
nology shows copper and silver 
production in southwest China 
produced tremendous quantities 
of  harmful heavy metals, such as 
lead, silver, zinc and cadmium, 
starting in 1500 BC and continu-
ing through the era of  the Mongol 
Yuan Dynasty (1271-1368 AD). 
Hillman worked under her adviser 
and department chair Mark 
Abbott. 

In 2009, Hillman and col-
leagues took core samples from 
Lake Erhai in the Yunnan prov-
ince in southwestern China. The 
site was chosen because of  its 
proximity to Kublai Khan’s famed 
silver mines — Khan was the 
grandson of  Genghis Khan and 
founder of  the Yuan Dynasty — 
and the area where ancient bronze 
artifacts had been found. 

The researchers found that 
lead pollution in Lake Erhai 
peaked at 119 micrograms per 
gram of  sediment in 1300 AD 
before declining to around 30 
micrograms per gram in 1420 AD. 
Peak pollution levels were three 
to four times higher than those 
generated by modern metallurgi-
cal methods, Hillman says.  

“Notably, the concentrations 
of  lead approach levels at which 
harmful effects may be observed 
in aquatic organisms,” Hillman 
noted. “The persistence of  this 
lead pollution over time created 
an environmental legacy that likely 
contributes to known issues in 
modern-day sediment quality.

“We went back in 2012 to 
confirm how widespread the pol-
lution was,” she continued. “Many 
studies have documented lead and 
metal pollution from early metal-
working, but this study is the first 
to show that pollution was greater 
in the past than today.”

And her findings, she said, may 
have practical use today: “The 
(metallurgic) processes would 
have volatilized heavy metals and 
spread throughout the landscape,” 
not just Lake Erhai, which could 
have implications for agriculture 
since, as recent reports suggest, 
as much as one-sixth of  China’s 
arable land is affected by excessive 
accumulation of  heavy metals.

From Abuse (PFA) order, for pro-
tection from abuse, harassment, 
threats or intimidation. Research 
shows that PFAs can promote 
women’s safety and help women 
manage the threat of  abuse. 

However, a new study shows 
that turning to the courts may 
not be effective at helping these 
women earn more money or even 
return to their prior level of  earn-
ings growth.

Sociology faculty mem-
bers Lisa Brush and Melanie 
Hughes in the Dietrich School 
and Arts and Sciences have 
coauthored “The Price of  Pro-
tection: A Trajectory Analysis of  
Civil Remedies for Abuse and 
Women’s Earnings,” published in 
the American Sociological Review, 
a journal of  the American Socio-
logical Association. 

The paper investigates changes 
in women’s earnings before and 
after they petition the courts 
for a restraining order against 
an abuser. Brush and Hughes 
found overwhelming evidence 
that this period of  petitioning is 
accompanied by serious finan-
cial instability, vulnerability and 
hardship for women. In fact, the 
researchers estimate that women 
lose $312-$1,018 in the year after 
petitioning and are not recouping 
those losses. 

The researchers believe their 
study is the first to assess what 
happens to women’s earnings 
before, during and after petition-
ing for a restraining order. 

The researchers studied 
records of  3,923 women in 
Allegheny County who had 
reported any earnings between 
January 1995 and December 2000 
and who had petitioned for a PFA 
order between January 1996 and 
December 1999. They looked for 
changes in earnings growth before 
and after petitioning. They also 
took into account whether the 
women were on welfare prior to 
or after petitioning, and whether 
they secured just the initial PFA 
of  usually 10 days or followed 
through and requested a hearing, 
a necessary step for a long-term 
restraining order. (In Allegheny 
County, judges can grant petition-
ers a temporary 10-day restraining 
order and then a longer 12-18-
month renewable order.)

Said Hughes: “Our study 
convincingly shows that women’s 
petitioning for a PFA does not 
come with either short- or long-
term increases in earnings growth. 
We cannot offer women a restrain-
ing order as a tool to stop abuse 
and then walk away. We need to 
offer women other forms of  sup-
port, especially economic ones, 
during this unstable time.”

The researchers say the study is 
just a first step toward unpacking 
the costs of  women’s efforts to 
end abuse. They say the economic 
loss women experience when 
petitioning for a PFA is a call to 
researchers, advocates and poli-
cymakers to develop strategies to 
enhance women’s safety, solvency 
and economic stability.

with a disruption in an essential 
pregnancy hormone and adversely 
affects the masculinization of  
male genitals in the baby, accord-
ing to research led by the Graduate 
School of  Public Health.

The findings, presented at 
the Endocrine Society’s annual 
meeting, focus on the role of  the 
placenta in responding to these 
chemicals and altering levels of  
a key pregnancy hormone. These 
results suggest that there may be 
reason to push routine clinical 
testing earlier in pregnancy to 
check for the effects of  chemicals 
and help guide potential interven-
tions to protect the health of  the 
baby.

Said Jennifer Adibi, epidemi-
ology faculty member: “Phthalates 
are pervasive. Reducing exposure 
to phthalates and other hormone-
disrupting chemicals is something 
that needs to be addressed at a 
societal level through consumer 
advocacy and regulation, and edu-
cation of  health care providers.”

The research builds on a study 
led by the Icahn School of  Medi-
cine at Mount Sinai and published 
in the journal Human Reproduc-
tion. The current presentation 
provides new information about 
how phthalates target a key preg-
nancy hormone called human 
chorionic gonadotropin (hCG), 
which is made by the placenta and 
can be measured in the mother’s 
blood and urine.

“The placenta, which is an 
extension of  the fetus and a target 
of  the chemicals in our bodies, 
broadcasts information early in 
pregnancy, through hCG, about 
what might be occurring to the 
fetus from chemical exposure,” 
said Adibi. “A long-term benefit 
of  this research might be the 
development of  new knowledge 
and methods for earlier screening 
in pregnancy, with the potential 
to act on this information to 
improve the long-term health of  
the future child.”

Adibi and her colleagues 
analyzed data collected from 
approximately 350 women and 
their babies who participated in 
a multicenter investigation called 
The Infant Development and the 
Environment Study (TIDES). 
Between 2010 and 2012, the 
women gave blood and urine 
samples in their first trimester of  
pregnancy and allowed research-
ers to take measurements of  the 
babies at birth.

Higher levels of  two molecules 
that are produced when phthalates 
are digested — mono-n-butyl and 
monobenzyl phthalate — in the 
mothers’ urine early in pregnancy 
were significantly associated with 
lower levels of  hCG in women 
carrying male babies and with 
higher hCG in those carrying 
female babies.

The new research also looked 
at hCG in relation to a biological 
marker called anogenital distance, 
which is the distance between the 
anus and genitals. In men, a short 
anogenital distance is associated 
with decreased sperm count and 
infertility.

Higher levels of  hCG in the 
mother’s blood were associated 
with a shorter anogenital distance 
in male babies. The researchers 
estimate that about 20-30 percent 
of  the phthalate effect on the 
babies’ genitals could be attributed 
to the influence of  phthalates on 
hCG, specifically mono-n-butyl 
and mono-ethylhexyl phthalate.

Women requesting 
PFA orders see 
decreased earnings 

“Why doesn’t she just leave?” 
is a timeworn question about 
women in relationships that are 
physically and/or emotionally 
abusive to them. Economic 
dependence clearly is part of  
the story — many women lack 
the financial means to leave and 
find themselves trapped by both 
poverty and abuse. 

Of  the women who do attempt 
to escape the abuse, some opt to 
petition a judge for a civil restrain-
ing order, also called a Protection 

Hormone-altering 
chemical in 
pregnancy influences 
sex development

Exposure to hormone-altering 
chemicals called phthalates —
which are found in many plastics, 
foods and personal care products 
— early in pregnancy is associated 
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“Our study is the first to look 
at hCG as a target of  phthalate 
exposure in pregnancy,” said 
Adibi. “There is growing societal 
concern over pediatric disorders 
that have a basis in the fetal period 
and which may be more common 
in one sex or another, such as 
autism, attention deficit disorder, 
obesity, asthma and infertility. It is 
important to find out if  chemicals 
in our food or environment might 
influence these conditions.”

The participants in this study 
were enrolled at prenatal clinics 
in California, Washington, Min-
nesota and New York. Adibi’s 
future studies will enroll women 
in the earliest stages of  pregnancy 
at clinics in Pittsburgh to assess 
exposures to endocrine disrup-
tors and measure effects on the 
placenta and the baby.

Additional researchers on 
this study were Myoung Keun 
Lee of  Pitt and colleagues at 
McGill University, the University 
of  Rochester, the University of  
Minnesota, the University of  
Washington and the University 
of  California.

This research was funded by 
National Institutes of  Environ-
mental Health Sciences.

more likely to survive than those 
on room air.

The team hopes to see clinical 
trials of  respiratory hyperoxia in 
combination with immunothera-
pies to see whether it can help 
cancer patients. They also noted 
that the effects might be stronger 
in combination with another agent 
that blocks the receptor where 
adenosine binds to inhibit the 
immune cells.

For Jackson, the discovery is 
personally rewarding. Fourteen 
years ago, his older brother, 
James F. Jackson, died at 57 of  
renal cell carcinoma. In 1986, 
James had received the National 
Science Foundation Presidential 
Award for Excellence in Science 
Teaching. 

“Jim was my childhood mentor 
and the reason I am a scientist 
today,” Edwin Jackson said. “His 
three years of  treatment was an 
emotional and frustrating time 
for me because we didn’t have the 
right tools to help him. I started 
doing cancer research because of  
that experience, and I hope these 
results will one day prevent suf-
fering and loss by countless other 
families.”

Other study investigators 
included researchers from the 
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, 
Harvard Medical School and the 
University of  Miami. 

The project was funded by 
NIH, the National Cancer Insti-
tute and Northeastern University.

ries with schizophrenia and devel-
oped a computer algorithm to 
intelligently assign them to plans 
available in their regions based on 
their medication needs.

Intelligent assignment trans-
lated into an annual savings of  
$466 per beneficiary with schizo-
phrenia.

Schizophrenia — a chronic, 
disabling brain disorder often 
treated with medications — 
affects 2.6 percent of  Medicare 
beneficiaries enrolled in stand-
alone Part D plans. 

More than 90 percent of  
people with the disorder are eli-
gible for a low-income subsidy 
for their Part D prescription drug 
benefit, meaning they pay little 
or no premium for their Part 
D plan and have only nominal 
copayments. 

Although Medicare beneficia-
ries are allowed to select a plan 
other than the one to which they 
were randomly assigned, there is 
little financial reason for people 
with schizophrenia to do so.

“This situation highlights 
why it would be beneficial for 
the government to use intel-
ligent assignment,” said Zhang. 
“We recommend that Medicare 
use intelligent assignment as the 
default approach for all benefi-
ciaries with schizophrenia who 

receive a low-income subsidy, 
and consider it as an option for 
all Part D beneficiaries, regardless 
of  their income.”

Additional authors on this 
research were Seo Hyon Baik 
of  public health and a colleague 
from Harvard.

This research was supported 
by National Institute of  Mental 
Health and the Agency for Health-
care Research and Quality.

research symposium where they 
will present their research work.  

Edward M. Stricker — dean 
of  the honors college, Bernice L. 
& Morton S. Lerner Chair and dis-
tinguished University professor of  
neuroscience — is the program 
director of  the current award. 
Co-directors are Harvey Boro-
vetz, a bioengineering faculty 
member in the Swanson school, 
and Jeff  Brodsky, Avinoff  chair 
of  biological sciences in the 
Dietrich school. The 15 faculty 
mentors are:

• From the Dietrich school, 
in biological sciences: Tia-Lynn 
Ashman, Jeff  Brodsky and 
Graham Hatfull; and in chem-
istry: Alexander Deiters, Sunil 
Saxena and Peter Wipf.

• From the Swanson school, 
in bioengineering: Lance A. 
Davidson, Steven R. Little and 
Sanjeev Shroff.

• From the School of  Medi-
cine, in neuroscience: Stephen 
Meriney, Linda Rinaman and 
Alan Sved.

• With joint appointments: 
David A. Lewis (psychiatry and 
neuroscience), Michael A. Lotze 
(surgery and bioengineering) and 
William R. Wagner (surgery, 
bioengineering and chemical 
engineering).

Pitt has received this grant 
several times in the past, begin-
ning in 1998.                    
—Compiled by Marty Levine n

Supplemental 
oxygen can make 
tumors shrink

A method of  profoundly 
enhancing some cancer treat-
ments could be right under our 
noses. A study coauthored by a 
School of  Medicine researcher 
has shown in an animal model that 
breathing air with a higher-than-
usual concentration of  oxygen 
can alter certain metabolic path-
ways to allow chemotherapy and 
immunotherapy to shrink tumors 
more effectively.

The blood supply of  a tumor 
often does not match the pace 
of  the cancer’s growth, which 
leads to areas that are ischemic, or 
oxygen deprived. That causes the 
tumor cells to make adenosine, a 
molecule that not only promotes 
blood flow, but also binds to a 
receptor on killer T-cells and 
essentially puts them to sleep. In 
effect, adenosine acts as a shield 
against immune system cells that 
otherwise would attack the cancer.

Said Edwin Jackson, phar-
macology and chemical biology 
faculty member and a coauthor of  
a paper published online in Sci-
ence Translational Medicine: “We 
realized if  we could find a way to 
block the increase in adenosine, we 
might be able to help the immune 
system respond to the tumor to 
make anticancer therapies more 
effective. This study shows that 
simply breathing more oxygen can 
accomplish that aim, which could 
lead to an amazing breakthrough 
in cancer treatment.”

The study team, led by a col-
league from the New England 
Inflammation and Tissue Protec-
tion Institute at Northeastern Uni-
versity, exposed mice with lung 
tumors to respiratory hyperoxia 
at levels of  40-60 percent oxygen, 
comparable to what patients 
might receive in the hospital. 
Another group of  mice breathed 
air, which is approximately 21 per-
cent oxygen. Tumors in mice that 
received supplemental oxygen 
shrank — some regressed com-
pletely — and the animals were 

Medicare could 
save $150 million 
on Part D plans

Using an intelligent, rather 
than random, method for assign-
ing people with schizophrenia 
to Medicare Part D prescription 
drug coverage plans could save 
Medicare and patients a combined 
$150 million annually, a Graduate 
School of  Public Health analysis 
discovered.

The results are reported in the 
journal Health Affairs and build 
upon an earlier study finding that 
Medicare could have saved more 
than $5 billion in its Part D low-
income subsidy program in 2009 
had it used intelligent assignment 
among all beneficiaries who 
received a subsidy.

Medicare Part D provides pre-
scription drug coverage assistance 
to people enrolled in Medicare 
who have incomes below 150 per-
cent of  the federal poverty level. 
Since 2006, the government ran-
domly has assigned low-income 
enrollees to standalone Part D 
plans, based upon the region in 
which they live.

Said lead author Yuting 
Zhang, health economics faculty 
member in the Department of  
Health Policy and Management: 
“If  the government pilots intel-
ligent assignment of  Medicare 
Part D beneficiaries, people with 
schizophrenia would be an ideal 
group to start with. The majority 
of  these patients are already ran-
domly assigned to Part D plans. 
They spend considerably more 
on medication than the general 
Medicare population, but most of  
their drug spending is subsidized 
by the government, and these 
patients often have a difficult time 
selecting ideal plans themselves.”

Zhang and her team obtained 
data on nearly 120,000 beneficia-

Grant fosters 
research careers

The University Honors Col-
lege has received a three-year 
$150,000 grant from the Beckman 
Foundation to support the train-
ing of  six undergraduate students 
with career interests in scientific 
research. 

The first cohort of  Beckman 
scholars will be supported from 
May 2015 through July 2016, 
including 10 summer weeks on 
both sides of  the coming aca-
demic year. 

Each scholar receives $18,200 
in stipend and $2,800 in supply 
and travel money. Faculty mentors 
will receive $5,000 to undertake 
work associated with the scholar’s 
research experience: traveling to 
scientific meetings, purchasing 
scientific supplies and paying 
publication fees. During the 
second summer, the scholars also 
will attend the national Beckman 
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Lisa M. Grandinetti

Plans to revamp the University 
Senate committee structure 
are taking shape. The Senate 

executive committee, amid posi-
tive response to some facets of  
the proposed changes (see Feb. 
19 University Times), on March 17 
presented to Faculty Assembly a 
pair of  draft resolutions to:

• Create a University Senate 
standing committee on research, 
and 

• Merge the Senate’s admis-
sions and student aid committee 
with the student affairs com-
mittee. 

Executive committee member 
Thomas Smitherman, immediate 
past president of  the Senate, said, 
“Our goal was to get the motions 
on the table but postpone to next 
month full discussion and debate 
and a vote,” to give members time 
to think about and comment on 
the proposals. 

“If  we want to have a research 
committee in place for the next 

fiscal year, we need to get it done 
this academic year,” said Smith-
erman, who has coordinated the 
Senate efforts to update its com-
mittee structure.

The proposals are expected 
to be on the Assembly’s April 14 
agenda. If  approved, they would 
move to Senate Council for final 
action.

The Senate research commit-
tee would “focus its activities on 
research policies and procedures, 
research operations, research 
regulation and compliance and 
the management of  intellectual 
property for funded and unfunded 
research within the University,” 
the draft resolution states.

The proposed Senate research 
committee’s scope would overlap 
with but also complement some 
duties of  the University Research 
Council. (The council reports in 
an advisory capacity to the provost 
and includes two representatives 
of  the Senate. 

The merger of  the exist-
ing admissions and student 
aid committee and the student 
affairs committee would combine 
student-related topics under a 
single committee and give that 
committee “a role, scope and size 
of  agenda that is more typical of  
most Senate committees,” accord-
ing to the draft resolution. 

Admissions and student aid 
committee chair Robin Kear told 
the Assembly that her committee 
plans to meet in closed session 
next week with student affairs 
committee chair Ray Jones to dis-
cuss any concerns. She reported 
that she has heard only favorable 
comments about the proposal.

The Senate executive commit-
tee initially had floated a sugges-
tion to merge the Senate library 
committee with the University 
Press committee, but jettisoned 
the proposal amid “almost uni-
formly negative feedback,” said 
Smitherman. 

Assembly debates classroom climate statement
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
faculty to be personally respon-
sible for discarded cups. That’s 
unreasonable.”

Scott Nelson of  chemistry 
commented, “I don’t think we 
should institutionalize common 
courtesy. This is just the way 
people are supposed to act: I don’t 
think this body needs to vote 
on, approve, or in any way set in 
writing how people are supposed 
to act.”

“It’s unfortunate that this is 
the case,” Weiss said. “I agree 
we shouldn’t have to do this, but 
when people come to teach and 
classrooms aren’t usable, that 
doesn’t work for anybody either.”

Community relations com-
mittee (CRC) co-chair Linda 
Hartman pointed out parallels 
with the University’s “Be a Good 
Neighbor” initiatives that aim 
to foster better relations among 
off-campus student residents and 
their Oakland neighbors. 

“You shouldn’t have to tell 
them you only put the trash out in 
the morning and then you take the 
trash can back in the evening,” she 
said. But, unless someone does, 
students sometimes don’t realize 
that putting out trash whenever 
they feel like it might result in 
a mess or attract animals. “In a 
way, if  we’re teaching them to be 
good neighbors in the classroom 
it will carry over to outside of  the 
classroom,” she said.

Senate President Michael 
Spring commented on Facilities 
Management’s response to last 
summer’s complaints. “There was 
universal support for the faculty 
concern. I think everybody’s 

responded in good faith to making 
this work.”

He added, “I think it’s our 
professional responsibility to do 
what we can to contribute to the 
welfare of  buildings,” suggesting 
that the committee reconsider the 
statement and either add teeth 
— stating who will enforce the 
guidelines — or put it in the gen-
tler form of  a friendly reminder.

History faculty member John 
Stoner said both colleagues and 
students need reminding that it 
is a matter of  civility to consider 
those who come after them in a 
classroom.

“I encounter this problem 
at least as much with colleagues 
as with students — people who 
remain in the classroom for far too 
long after their class was to have 
ended. The coffee cup I threw 
away today was almost certainly 
from someone teaching the class 
rather than someone taking an 
earlier class,” he said. 

“I do think this could pass 
with an effort and moral-suasion 
to remind people gently that the 
room is used by multiple parties 
over long days.”  

Others agreed that a campaign, 
perhaps using social media, might 
be more appropriate than a Senate 
resolution.

PUP member Susanna Leers 
of  law said the committee con-
sidered couching it as a campaign, 
explaining that the statement’s 
somewhat-tough, somewhat-
gentle wording arose because the 
committee was asked to develop 
specific guidelines in response to 
the complaints raised in Faculty 

Assembly last summer.
“There are signs outside of  

every classroom that say no food 
or drink allowed and yet you go 
in and there’s buckets of  chicken 
in there. Who’s enforcing that? 
Who put those signs up and who’s 
supposed to be enforcing it? And 
dumping it on the poor janitors is 
just not right,” she said.

Spring asked the committee 
to come back with a modified 
motion. “I think that the dis-
cussion suggests that there is a 
motion Faculty Assembly can 
endorse, perhaps in the form of  
a reminder to colleagues of  their 
responsibility. I would like to see 
this not go down. I think it needs 
to come back,” he said.

q
Community relations report

In other committee reports, 
Hartman and CRC co-chair Tracy 
Soska outlined the committee’s 
role in working closely with com-
munity partners including Oak-
land Planning and Development 
Corp. (OPDC); Oakland Business 
Improvement District, People’s 
Oakland, Oakland Transporta-
tion Management Association, 
Community Human Services  and 
OPDC’s Oakwatch code-enforce-
ment program, as well as with 
on-campus organizations such as 
student affairs’ PittServes hub for 
student service opportunities and 
representatives from the chancel-
lor’s office and Community and 
Governmental Relations. 

CRC’s annual agenda includes 
visiting with community part-
ners, taking field trips to nearby 
neighborhoods and connecting 

via conference call with regional 
campuses to confer on their 
community-service and commu-
nity relations efforts. 

Raising the profile of  service 
learning is a continuing focus 
looking forward, Soska said. “Ser-
vice not only can help enhance 
the teaching activities of  how we 
get students to apply this kind 
of  work, but by faculty talking 
together, we learn ideas from each 
other. We’ve done that well.  How 
could this then enhance the work 
of  the faculty, for their careers and 
their scholarship? I think that’s 
the next level we really want to 
take this.”

Soska said, “We’re trying to 
make this community engagement 
part of  a center of  excellence: 
How does service — that we have 
as this mission — enhance our 
teaching and research? We have 
a great University and a great 
city, but we’re a university in the 
city. And maybe we could do a 
better job of  being a university 
of  the city. 

“I like to think that’s one of  the 
pillars now of  the strategic plan we 
have: To build on that engagement 
we have. I think service learning is 
how we connect our faculty and 
their work to this, not just service, 
but the real work of  teaching and 
research that we do.”
Benefits and welfare report

Benefits and welfare com-
mittee chair Angie Riccelli noted 
committee initiatives to promote 
University benefits, develop 
outreach programs and support 
wellness efforts. 

Health care reform, funding 

and benefit programs, employee 
discount programs and mental 
health resources were among the 
areas of  interest revealed in a poll 
of  members last year.

“Human Resources does a 
great job of  health promotion, but 
we wanted to see how we could 
enhance some of  the programs, 
and what new initiatives could we 
introduce and investigate.”

A new mental health task force 
tapped faculty expertise, resulting 
in a well-attended three-part series 
on stress management presented 
by medical school faculty member 
Bruce Rabin. Feedback from 
participants indicated that many 
people were interested in mental 
health resources at the University, 
Riccelli said, adding that a small 
percentage mentioned that they 
work in a department at Pitt that 
offers services for people with 
mental health issues or illness.

The committee also is pro-
moting the PittPerks employee 
discount program for fulltime fac-
ulty, staff, postdocs and research 
associates (www.hr.pitt.edu/
worklife-balance/PittPerks), 
which launched March 1. 

“This is a win-win both for 
local businesses and the University 
community,” she said. 

Future efforts include pro-
gramming on the impacts of  
health care reform and contin-
ued collaboration with Human 
Resources to enhance current 
programs and develop new ones, 
she said, encouraging anyone with 
suggestions to contact a commit-
tee member. 
—Kimberly K. Barlow             n

“We decided to simply forgo 
forwarding that issue,” he told the 
Assembly. 

A comment form and links 
to the full draft resolutions and 
updated background information 
on the proposed standing com-
mittee reorganization are posted 
under the “possible reorganiza-
tion of  the Senate committees” 
tab at univsenate.pitt.edu. 

Sound off  on single sign-ons 
The Senate is soliciting faculty 

comments on the availability of  
single-sign-on (SSO) access via 
the my.pitt.edu portal to retire-
ment account and UPMC health 
information. 

While SSO is convenient — 
users can access this additional 
information without entering 
another username and password 
— sharing a password or leaving 
a computer unattended has the 
potential to leave sensitive data 
exposed.

Senate President Michael 
Spring said that while he is 
confident that the University’s 
system is secure, he urged users 
to be vigilant. “All the members 
of  our community might not be 
fully aware of  the fact that shar-
ing their password or leaving 
a machine unattended without 
logging off ” means that others 
could access sensitive financial 
or health information.

“I have no concern about 
the security of  the Pitt website,” 
Spring reiterated. Whether you 
love SSO or have concerns, “I 
want to make sure this is what 
everybody wants and this is the 
best way to provide that,” he said. 

Results of  a survey posted 
under the “my.pitt.edu” tab at 
univsenate.pitt.edu will inform 
conversations with the adminis-
tration. “We will continue to work 
on it to the best interests of  all 
faculty,” Spring said. 
—Kimberly K. Barlow            n

University Senate proposes structural changes

Lisa M. Grandinetti, derma-
tology associate professor in the 
School of  Medicine and director 
of  its residency program, died on 
Feb. 27, 2015. She was 38.

Grandinetti earned a bachelor 
of  science degree in biology at 
Muhlenberg College in 1998, a 
master of  medical science degree 
focused on neurosciences and 
neuroradiology at MCP Hahn-
emann University in 2000, and 
her MD from Drexel University 

College of  Medicine in 2004. At 
Drexel, she received awards for 
showing the promise of  leader-
ship, high character and creativ-
ity in her profession and for 
making significant contributions 
to alumni-student relations.

She served her internship in 
Cleveland Clinic’s Department 
of  Internal Medicine 2004-05 
and her residency there in the 

Department of  Dermatology 
2005-08, where she was chief  
resident during her last year. She 
began her academic career as an 
instructor in dermatology at the 
Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Min-
nesota, before coming to Pitt in 
2009. Here she created a multidis-
ciplinary dermatology clinic for 
those with gastrointestinal-related 
skin diseases.

Grandinetti was a member 
of  the International Society of  
Dermatology, American Acad-
emy of  Dermatology, Medical 
Dermatology Society, Women’s 
Dermatologic Society and Ameri-
can Medical Association.

She had published in the 
American Journal of  Dermato-
pathology and elsewhere, and 
had contributed numerous book 

chapters and review articles.
After she was diagnosed with 

lung adenocarcinoma last fall, she 
raised more than $30,000 for the 
LUNGevity Foundation. 

Grandinetti is survived by 
husband Jason Swoger, who is a 
faculty member in the Depart-
ment of  Medicine; daughter 
Stella; sister Gina Grandinetti 
Woodworth, and parents Peter 
and Maria Grandinetti.
—Marty Levine                      n
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English faculty member and 
MacArthur fellow Terrance Hayes 
will read from and sign his new 
book of poems, “How to Be 
Drawn,” March 31 at the Univer-
sity Store on Fifth.

•  $8 for up to 15 words; $9 for 16-30 words; 
$10 for 31-50 words.

• For University ads, submit an account 
number for transfer of  funds.

• All other ads should be accompanied by a 
check for the full amount made payable to 
the University of  Pittsburgh.

• Reserve space by submitting ad copy one 
week prior to publication. Copy and pay-
ment should be sent to University Times, 
308 Bellefield Hall, University of  Pittsburgh, 
Pittsburgh 15260.  

• For more information, call Barbara DelRaso, 
412/624-4644.

HOUSING/RENT

C L A S S I F I E D  

NORTH OAKLAND/ANDOVER TERRACE
Walking distance to hospitals, universities & muse-
ums. Gorgeous 3-BR, 2-bath apt. on 2nd floor with 
a stunning view of  the city. Completely renovated. 
New kitchen, HW floors, back porch, yard, basement 
laundry. $1,800 + gas & electric. Available May 1. 
Call 412/683-1403, leave message.

NORTH OAKLAND/ANDOVER TERRACE
2-BR, 1-bath apt. on 3rd floor with a fantastic view. 
LR, DR, equipped kitchen including DW. Private 
entrance & basement laundry. $1,200 + electric. 
Available July 1. Call 412/683-1403, leave message.

Thursday 19

Medical Grand Rounds
“Medical Education History: A 
Comparison of  the Japanese & US 
Experiences,” Brian Heist; west 
wing aud. UPMC Shadyside, 8 am 
(7-8261)
Molecular Biophysics/Structural 
Biology Seminar
“Factors Modulating the Interaction 
of  Huntingtin With Lipid Mem-
branes,” Justin Legleiter, WVU; 6014 
BST3, 11 am
Epidemiology Seminar
“Fish Tale & Soy Story? No More 
Epidemic of  Coronary Heart Dis-
ease in the United States,” Akira 
Sekikawa; A115 Crabtree, noon 
(jcauley@edc.pitt.edu)
SAC Employee Discount Pro-
gram Seminar
WPU ballrm., noon (register: www.
sac.pitt.edu/event/brown-bag-
employee-discount-program)
UHC Grad School 411 Session
O’Hara dining rm., noon (asgso.
pitt.edu)
Author Meet & Greet
Ellen Roth; U Store on 5th, noon
Senate Plenary Session/Strategic 
Planning Town Hall Mtg.
Alumni Connolly Ballrm., 1-3 pm 
(www.pitt.edu/impact/input)
CIDDE TA Services Workshop
“Dealing With Difficult Situations in 
the Classroom, Part 1”; 815 Alumni, 
2 pm (register: www.cidde.pitt.edu/
workshops)
Senate PUP Committee Mtg.
153 Benedum, 3 pm
CNBC Colloquium
“Neural Correlates of  Reward-
guided Decision-making,” Matthew 
Roesch, U of  MD; 6014 BST3, 4 
pm (lbopp@pitt.edu)
Geology/Planetary Science Col-
loquium
Terry Engelder, PSU; 11 Thaw, 4 pm
Chemistry Seminar
“Electrochemistry of  Nanocarbon 
Materials: From Fundamentals to 
Applications,” Keith Stevenson, U 
of  TX; 150 Chevron, 4 pm
Provost Inaugural Lecture
“Understanding Human Aging: An 
Epidemiologic Perspective,” Anne 
Newman, public health; Scaife lect. 
rm. 6, 4 pm 
Sustainability Lecture
“Sustainability & the Humanities,” 
Stephanie Foote; 602 CL, 5 pm
Classics Film
“A Funny Thing Happened on the 
Way to the Forum”; G13 CL, 6 pm
Global Health Film Screening
“Pray the Devil Back to Hell”; A115 
Crabtree, 7-9 pm
Bradford Campus Women’s His-
tory Month Lecture
Blaisdell Bromeley Theater, UPB, 
7:30 pm

Friday 20

SBDC Workshop
“The 2nd Step: Developing a Busi-
ness Plan”; Mervis 7:30-10 am (reg-
ister: www.entrepreneur.pitt.edu)
GSWS Conf.
“Reproductive Health, Rights, 
Access & Action”; UClub ballrm. 
A, 8:30 am-3:30 pm
Humanities Ctr. Workshop
“Capturing the Ineffable: Wisdom 
in Perspective,” UClub Gold 
Rm., 9 am-4 pm (also March 21; 
https://sites.google.com/site/cap-
turingtheineffable/home/program)
ULS/IS Digital Scholarship 
Workshop/Lecture
“Data Visualization Tools for 

Non-CS Researchers & Students”; 
Hillman Library Amy Knapp Rm., 
10 am 
Biomedical Informatics Col-
loquium
“Making Sense of  Clinical Texts: 
Methods, Software & Applications,” 
Hua Xu; 407A Baum, 11 am
Health Services Research Semi-
nar
“Causal Inference Methods 
for Comparative Effectiveness 
Research,” Doug Landsittel & Joyce 
Chang; 305 Parkvale, 11 am (www.
crhc.pitt.edu/hsr-seminar.asp)
Strategic Planning Community 
Input Forum
UClub ballrm. A, 11:30 am (www.
pitt.edu/impact/framework)
Classics Conference
“Class Acts II: Exploring Roman 
Comedy & Its Reception”; UClub 
3rd fl., noon-6:30 pm (also March 21, 
8 am-5 pm; www.classics.pitt.edu/
ClassActsConference.php)
UCSUR Seminar
“Shrinking Cities: Are We Siting 
Affordable Housing in Neighbor-
hoods of  Opportunity?” Robert 
Silverman, SUNY-Buffalo; 3343 
Forbes Ave., noon (pncis@pitt.edu)
Psychiatry Meet the PI Lecture
“Molecular Mechanisms Underly-
ing Cortical Immune Activation in 
Schizophrenia,” David Volk; WPIC 
aud., noon
PT Rounds
“What Is the Effectiveness for 
Physical Therapy Intervention in 
the Treatment of  Females With 
Pelvic Organ Prolapse &/or Uri-
nary Incontinence? Formulating a 
Clinical Question,” Jennifer Kurz; 
175 Bridgeside Point, noon
Office of  Academic Career 
Development Program
“Careers à la Carte: Nonprofit 
Organizations,” David Pankratz & 
Jennifer Petrie-Signore; 548 WPU, 
noon (register: www.oacd.health.
pitt.edu)
Senate BPC Meeting
1817 CL, 1:10 pm
Writing Workshop
“Writing When Writing Is Hard: 
Pitt Alumni Share Writing Insights,” 
Garth Porter, Jie Chen & Nina 
Sabak; 317B O’Hara, 3 pm (www.
writingcenter.pitt.edu)
German Lecture
“The Europeanization of  Culture,” 
Katrin Sieg, Georgetown; Barbara 
Mennel, U of  FL, & Randall Halle; 
4130 Posvar, 4 pm (grmndept@
pitt.edu)
Johnson Inst. for Responsible 
Leadership Exemplary Leader-
ship Award Reception
“Breakthrough Leadership in 
Global Responsibility,” Sandra 
Taylor; O’Hara dining rm., 4-6 pm 
(RSVP: gspiaji@pitt.edu)
IS Social Hour
3rd fl. IS, 4-7 pm
Humanities Ctr. Workshop Key-
note Address
 “The Limits of  the Human: Knowl-
edge, Wisdom, Acknowledgement,” 
Veena Das, Johns Hopkins; FFA 
aud., 4:30 pm 
Allegheny Observatory Lecture
“The End of  the Universe & the 
Future of  Life,” Will Kinney, U 
of  Buffalo; 159 Riverview Park, 
North Side, 7:30 pm (reservations: 
412/321-2400)

Saturday 21

Jazz Ensemble Big Band Festival
Bellefield aud., 1 pm 

Monday 23

• Fall term enrollment appoint-
ments begin.

IS Author Meet & Greet
“The Last Campaign: How Presi-
dents Rewrite History, Run for 
Posterity & Enshrine Their Lega-
cies,” Anthony Clark; 404 IS, 11 am 
Psychiatry Lecture
“Parsing the Neural Circuitry 
Underlying Sign- & Goal-Tracking 
Behaviors: Implications for Addic-
tion,” Shelly Flagel, U of  MI; 1695 
BST, noon (murphreea@upmc.edu)
UHC Service Learning Presen-
tation
“Patient Experiences & Education 
Resources Media Project”; 501 
CL, noon
CIDDE Workshops
“Dealing With Difficult Situations 
in the Classroom, Part 2”, 1 pm; 
“Syllabus Construction,” 2 pm; 815 
Alumni, (register: www.cidde.pitt.
edu/workshops)
Provost Inaugural Lecture
“A Personal Journal to Personalized 
Medicine,” Jeremy Berg, Inst. for 
Personalized Medicine; Scaife lect. 
rm. 6, 4 pm

Tuesday 24

Senate Admissions & Student 
Aid Committee Mtg.
229 Alumni, noon 
MMR Seminar
“CAR T Cell Therapy: The CD19 
Paradigm,” Michel Sadelain, Memo-
rial Sloan Kettering Cancer Ctr.; 
Rangos conf. ctr., noon (linda.
cherok@chp.edu)
Basic & Translational Research 
Seminar
“ATM & ATR Kinase Inhibitors 
for the Treatment of  Lung Cancer,” 
Christopher Bakkenist; Hillman 
Cancer Ctr. Cooper conf. ctr. D, 
noon (toyg@upmc.edu)
Philosophy of  Science Talk
“Causal & Non-Causal Prob-
abilities in Applied Population 
Genetics,” Marshall Abrams, U of  
AL-Birmingham; 817R CL, 12:05 
pm (4-1052)
Pharmacology & Chemical Biol-
ogy Seminar
“In Vivo Imaging of  the Bone 
Marrow,” Charles Lin, Harvard; 
1395 BST, 3:30 pm 

Wednesday 25

IEE Workshop
“The Good, the Bad & the Ugly of  
IT Systems,” Ruth Wepfer; Rivers 
Club, 301 Grant St., Downtown, 
7:30-10:30 am (register: 8-1544)
Clinical Oncology/Hematology 
Grand Rounds
“Ferritin Out the Role of  Iron in 
Vasculopathy in Sickle Cell Disease,” 
Gregory Kato; Herberman Conf. 
Ctr. 2nd fl. aud., 8 am (millerc5@
upmc.edu)
Faculty & Staff  Development 
Program
“Annual Conflict of  Interest Filing 
Process,” Khrys Myrddin, Benjamin 
West & Lisa Schoon; 342 Craig, 
9-11 am (register: www.hr.pitt.edu/
training-development/faculty-st)
Pathology Seminars
“PD-Associated Kinase PINK1 & 
Its Interacting Protein VCP Regulate 
Neurite Length,” Erin Steer, noon; 
“Surface-Tethered EGFR Signaling: 
Controlling EGFR Activation to 
Promote Mesenchymal Stem Cell 
Survival in Cell Therapies,” Austin 
Nuschke, 12:30 pm; Scaife lect. rm. 3 

HSLS Workshop
“Introduction to CLC Main Work-
bench,” Carrie Iwema; Falk Library 
classrm. 2, 1 pm (iwema@pitt.edu)
Thornburgh Family Lecture
“Bridging the Employment Gap for 
College Students with Disabilities,” 
former Gov. Tom Ridge; UClub 
ballrm. B, 1 pm (register: www.
thornburghforum.pitt.edu)
Senate Council
2700 Posvar, 3 pm 
GSWS/Humanities/African 
Studies Lecture
“From Fairytale to Hip-Hop to 
Ferguson: A Canon of  Prejudice,” 
Jeffrey McCune, WA U; WPU dining 
rm. A, 3 pm (http://wgss.artsci.
wustl.edu/people/jeffrey-mccune)
Sustainability Lecture
“Repression & Resistance in the 
Late Age of  Fossil Fuels,” Phaedra 
Pezzullo, IN U; 602 CL, 3-5 pm
U Store on 5th Event
“Appy Hour”; UClub, 5 pm (dsan-
chez@bc.pitt.edu)

Thursday 26

Medical Grand Rounds
“The Connection Between Dietary 
Phosphorus, Cardiovascular Dis-
ease & Mortality: Rationale & 
Approaches to Reduce Phospho-
rus Levels,” Jose Bernardo; west 
wing aud. UPMC Shadyside, 8 am 
(7-8261)
GSPIA Philanthropy Forum
“Nonprofit Capitalization: Taking 
the Plunge Together,” O’Hara 
ballrm., 8:30-11 am (register: 
https://gwpa.org/events/non-
profit-capitalizationtaking-plunge-
together)
Faculty & Staff  Development 
Program
“Introduction to the Office of  Inter-
national Services & Basic Concepts 
in U.S. Immigration Law,” Claire 
Mokry & Melissa Reinert; 342 Craig, 
9-11 am (register: www.hr.pitt.edu/
training-development/faculty-st)
Hispanic Symposium
“De-Decolonization, Indigeneity & 
De-Patriarchalization: A Bolivian 
Debate,” 171B Hillman, 9:30 am-8 
pm (also March 27, 9:30 am-5:30 pm; 
www.hispanic.pitt.edu/documents/
ProgramLASA_BoliviaSection.pdf)
CIDDE Workshop
“Developing a Teaching Philosophy 
Statement, Part 2”, 815 Alumni, 10 
am (register: www.cidde.pitt.edu/
workshops)
Molecular Biophysics/Structural 
Biology Seminar
X. Tracy Cui; 6014 BST3, 11 am
Epidemiology Seminar
“Addressing the Achilles’ Heel in 
the HIV Care Continuum for the 
Success of  a Test-&-Treat Strategy 
to Achieve an AIDS-free Genera-
tion,” Jean Nachega; A115 Crabtree, 
noon (jcauley@edc.pitt.edu)
UPCI Retreat
“Tobacco, Nicotine, Biomarkers & 
Cancer: Past, Present & Future”; 
S120 BST, 12:30-6:30 pm (register: 
oliverdo@upmc.edu)

Office of  Academic Career 
Development Workshop
“Postdoctoral Training: How to 
Choose Wisely,” Steven Wendell; 
S100A  Starzl BST, 3-5 pm (register: 
www.oacd.health.pitt.edu)
Geology & Planetary Science 
Colloquium
Matthew Finkenbinder; 11 Thaw, 
4 pm

Friday 27

Bioethics & Health Law Medi-
cal Ethics Update: End-of-Life 
Decisions
“The Cruzen Case 25 Years Later: 
Its Legacy & Its Future,” Barron 
Lerner; Scaife 11th fl., 8:30 am-4:30 
pm (register: https://ccehs.upmc.
com/liveFormalCourses.jsf)
HSLS Workshop
“Painless PubMed,” Charlie Wessel; 
Falk Library classrm. 1, 9 am
(cbw@pitt.edu)
Senate Computer Usage Com-
mittee Mtg.
717 CL, 10 am
CIDDE Workshops
“Blackboard: Using the Grade 
Center”, B26 Alumni, 10 am; 
“Developing a Teaching Portfolio, 
Part 1,” 815 Alumni, 1 pm (register: 
www.cidde.pitt.edu/workshops)
Psychiatry Irene Jakab Lecture
“Neuronal Migration & Brain Map 
Formation,” Pasko Rakic, Yale; 
WPIC aud., noon
Design/Biostatistics/Epidemi-
ology Journal Club
109 Parran, noon
Computer Science Day
5th & 6th fl. Sennott, 12:30-6 
pm (www.cs.pitt.edu/events/
CSDay/2015)
Classics Lecture
 “Painting (for) Life: Power, Process 
& Autonomy in the Ancient Artist’s 
Studio,” Verity Platt, Cornell;  208A 
CL,  4 pm
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Music Lecture
“The Passions in Print: Musical Tax-
onomies & the 1st Death of  Affect 
Theory,” Roger Grant, Wesleyan; 
132 Music, 4 pm
French & Italian Film 
“Ti ricordi di me?” FFA aud., 7 pm 

Saturday 28

IS Preservation Fair
“Preserving Family Treasures,” 
Carnegie Music Hall, 10 am-4 pm 
(www.ischool.pitt.edu/presfair)
Pitt Be a Good Neighbor Day
Various locations, 10 am-2 pm 
(register: www.studentaffairs.pitt.
edu/pittserves/good-neighbor-
day-service-project)
Literary Reading
Lauren Groff; O’Hara ballrm., 6 pm
Men’s Glee Club Concert
1st Baptist Church of  Pgh., 159 N. 
Bellefield Ave., 8 pm (www.music.pitt.
edu/events/men%E2%80%99s-
glee-club-125th-anniversary-
c140827)
French & Italian Film 
“Oro macht frei,” FFA aud.,  8:30 pm

Sunday 29

IonSound Project Performance
Bellefield aud., 7 pm

Monday 30

CIDDE Workshops
“Teaching a 6-Week Course,” 1 pm; 
“Developing a Teaching Portfolio, 
Part 2,” 2 pm; G74 Hillman, (regis-
ter: www.cidde.pitt.edu/workshops)
Classics Lecture
“Divine Supervision Required: 
Protecting the Loom in Classical 
& Hellenistic Sicily,” Randall Souza, 
Duquesne; 1700 Posvar, 4:30 pm
GSWS/Sustainability/Latin 
American Studies Lecture
“Why Gender Matters to Sustain-
ability: Engaging the Public in a 
Meaningful Conversation,” Maria 
Cruz-Torres, AZ State; 324 CL, 6 pm

Tuesday 31

Faculty & Staff  Development 
Program
“Problem Solving Skills for the 
Workplace,” Mark Burdsall; 342 
Craig, 9 am-noon (register: www.
hr.pitt.edu/training-development/
faculty-st)
CIDDE Workshop
“Teaching With PowerPoint”, 815 
Alumni, 11 am (register: www.cidde.
pitt.edu/workshops)
MMR Seminar
“New Insights Into Polycystic 
Kidney Disease” Jordan Kreidberg, 
Harvard; Rangos aud., noon (linda.
cherok@chp.edu)
Basic & Translational Research 
Seminar
“In Situ Analysis of  DNA Damage 
Response at Genome-Site Specific 
Loci,” Satoshi Nakajima; Hillman 
Cancer Ctr. Cooper conf. ctr. D, 
noon (toyg@upmc.edu)
Philosophy of  Science Talk
“Can a Good Experiment Fail?” 
Allan Franklin, U of  CO; 817R CL, 
12:05 pm (4-1052)
Sara Fine Inst. Lecture
“The Social Life of  DNA in the 
Era of  Big Data,” Alondra Nelson, 
Columbia; UClub ballrm. A, 3 pm 
Pharmacology & Chemical Biol-
ogy Seminar
“Axonal Transport, Autophagy & 
Neurodegeneration: Why Neurons 
Require Molecular Motors,” Erika 
Holzbaur, Penn; 1395 BST, 3:30 pm 

HSLS Workshop
“Painless PubMed,” Pat Weiss; Falk 
Library classrm. 1, 4 pm (pwf@
pitt.edu)
Pitt Police Self-Defense Class
“SAFE (Self-defense Awareness 
Familiarization Exchange),” WPU 
lower lounge, 6-8 pm (register: 
hlc33@pitt.edu)
Reading/Book Signing
“How to be Drawn,” Terrance 
Hayes, English; U Store on 5th, 
7 pm (http://terrancehayes.com)

April
Wednesday 1

Edible Book Fest
Hillman Library Cup & Chaucer 
Café, 10:30 am-2 pm (www.library.
pitt.edu/edible-book-fest)
Faculty & Staff  Development 
Program
“Workplace Bullying,” Paula Davis 
& Carol Mohamed; 342 Craig, 
12:30-2 pm (register: www.hr.pitt.
edu/training-development/faculty-
st)
Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery 
Lecture
“Chronic Pain Management”; Scott 
Brancolini; G33 Salk, 4 pm

Thursday 2

Faculty & Staff  Development 
Program
“Conflict of  Interest Management,” 
David Wehrle, Khrys Myrddin, 
Benjamin West & Lisa Schoon; 
342 Craig, 9-11 am (register: www.
hr.pitt.edu/training-development/
faculty-st)
Spring Supplier Show
“Celebrating Diversity & Sustain-
ability”; Soldiers & Sailors ballrm., 
10:30 am-2:30 pm (www.cfo.pitt.
edu/pexpress/divsus/)
Molecular Biophysics/Structural 
Biology Seminar
Jun Qin; 6014 BST3, 11 am
CIDDE Workshop
“Destination Diversity With Sue 
Rankin”; UClub conf. rm. A, 11 
am (register: www.cidde.pitt.edu/
workshops)
Epidemiology Seminar
“Lower Extremity Atherosclerosis 
& Pre-clinical Peripheral Artery 
Disease,” Christina Wassel; A115 
Crabtree, noon (jcauley@edc.pitt.
edu)
HSLS Workshop
“Prezi for Presentations,” Julia 
Dahm; Falk Library classrm. 2, 1 pm
(jdahm@pitt.edu)
Chemistry Lectures
“Biological & Ecological Toxicity 
of  Engineered Nanoparticles,” 
Christy Haynes, U of  MN, 2:30 
pm; “Designer DNA Architectures 
for Programmable Self-Assembly,” 
Hao Yan, ASU, 4 pm; 150 Chevron
Geology & Planetary Science 
Colloquium
David Pompeani; 11 Thaw, 4 pm
Contemporary Writers Lecture
Peter Hessler; FFA aud., 8:30 pm 
(www.pghwriterseries.wordpress.
com)

Defenses

Education/Instruction & Learn-
ing
“Teaching Paraprofessionals to 
Implement a Social Communication 
Intervention for Young Children 
With ASD,”Alicia Mrachko; March 
19, 5511 Posvar, 10 am

Medicine/Clinical & Transla-
tional Science
“Psychosocial Factors & mHealth 
Intervention: Impact on Long-term 
Outcomes After Lung Transplanta-
tion,” Emily Rosenberger; March 19, 
142 CL, 11 am
Public Health/Epidemiology
“Anxiety Symptoms, Anxiolytic 
Medications & Cognitive Impair-
ment in Older Adults,” Ahmed 
Kassem; March 19, 110 Parran, 1 pm
A&S/Physics & Astronomy
“Scanning Probe Microscopy 
Investigation of  Complex-Oxide 
Heterostructure,” Feng Bi; March 
19, 321 Allen, 2:30 pm
A&S/Computer Science
“Simulation of  Manycore Archi-
tectures on Multicore Hosts,” 
Michael Moeng; March 25, 6139 
Sennott, 1 pm 
Public Health/Human Genetics
“A New Workflow of  Fetal DNA 
Prediction From Cell-Free DNA 
in Maternal Plasma,” Yerkebulan 
Talzhanov; March 25, 109 Parran, 
1:30 pm
A&S/Music
“Triadic Harmony & Repetition 
in Philip Glass’ ‘The Grid,’” Mat-
thew D. Aelmore; March 26, 114 
Music, 10 am
Public Health/Behavioral & 
Community Health Sciences
“Exploring Lesbian Health Dispari-
ties: Social & Structural Predictors 
of  Adiposity & Metabolic Syn-
drome,” Suzanne Kinsky; March 
26, A731 Crabtree, 2 pm 
A&S/Geology & Planetary 
Science
“Lake Sediment Records Examining 
the Spatial & Temporal Connec-
tions of  Human Activity & Climate 
Change in Southwestern China,” 
Aubrey Hillman; March 27, 214 
SRCC, 9 am
Dental Medicine/Oral Biology
“ S t u d y  o f  C h r o m o s o m e 
11q22.2q22.3 for Linkage to Class 
III Malocclusion in South Ameri-
cans,” Loulwah Khalid AlOthman; 
March 27, 403 Salk, 9 am
A&S/Biological Sciences
“Going Against the Flow: Alk1 Is 
Required for Directed Endothelial 
Cell Migration & AVM Preven-
tion,” Elizabeth Rochon; March 27, 
A219B Langley, 2 pm 
A&S/English
“Erotic Poetics: Love & the Func-
tion of  US Literature From Melville 
to Modernism,” Racheal Forlow; 
March 30, 602 CL, 1 pm
A&S/English
“Dancing Before the Lord: Renais-
sance Ludics & Incarnational Dis-
course,” Jarrell Wright; March 31, 
602 CL, 11 am 
Education/Instruction & Learn-
ing
“Improving Secondary Teachers’ 
Use of  Behavior With Video Perfor-
mance Feedback,” Jesse Dvorchak; 
March 31, 5151 Posvar, 1 pm 
A&S/Music
“Multi-layered Construction of  
Elliott Carter’s Violin Concerto & 
Immersed in an Ethereal Blue Light 
for Chamber Ensemble,” Jonghee 
Kang; March 31, 114 Music, 2 pm
A&S/German
“‘Schreiben was hier war’ Beyond 
the Holocaust-Paradigm: (Re)Posi-
tionings of  Jewish Self-Identity in 
German-Jewish Narratives Past & 
Present,” Martina Wells; March 31, 
144 CL, 3 pm
A&S/Geology & Planetary 
Science
“Geochemical Effects of  CO

2 Injec-
tion on Produced Water Chemistry 
at an Enhanced Oil Recovery Site 

in the Permian Basin of  Northwest 
Texas, USA: Geochemical & Li 
Isotope Results,” Samantha Pfister; 
April 1, 214 SRCC, 11 am 
A&S/Biological Sciences
“The Community-Wide Conse-
quences of  Insecticide Resistance 
in Non-Target Organisms,” Randall 
Bendis; April 2, A219B Langley, 
11 am 
A&S/Biological Sciences
“A New Method for the Orthogo-
nal Labeling & Purification of  
Toxoplasma Gondii Proteins While 
Inside of  the Host Cell,” Gregory 
Wier; April 2, A219B Langley, 1 pm

Theatre

Bradford Campus Production
“Lear”; Blaisdell Studio Theatre, 
UPB, April 2-4 at 7:30 pm, April 3 
at 9:30 pm (814/362-5113)
Greensburg Campus Production
“Chemical Imbalance: A Jekyll & 
Hyde Play”; Ferguson Theater, 
UPG, March 26-28 at 7:30 pm, 
March 29 at 2 pm 

Exhibits

FFA Exhibit
“Exhibition^3: Documenta 5, 
Harald Szeemann, the Artists”; 
FFA Gallery, through March 20, 10 
am-4 pm (www.haa.pitt.edu/news-
events/exhibition3-documenta-
5-harald-szeemann-artists) 
Falk Library Exhibit
“Tooth-full Art & Artifacts”; 
through March 31, M-Th 7 am-mid., 
F 7 am-10 pm, Sat 9:30 am-10 pm, 
Sun 11 am-mid.
Bradford Campus Exhibit
“Affairs of  the Art”; KOA Gallery, 
UPB, March 20-April 17 

Barco Law Library Exhibit
“Girls Get in for Free,” Samantha 
& Abby McGeehan; 4th fl Barco; 
through April 10, M-Thu 7:30 am-10 
pm, F 7:30 am-5 pm, Sat 10 am-6 
pm, Sun noon-8 pm (8-1376)
Hillman Library Exhibit 
“Get to the Point!”; Hillman Library 
gr. fl., through April 25 (http://
digital.library.pitt.edu/pittsburgh/
exhibits/thepoint/)
Falk Library Exhibit
“Native Voices: Native Peoples’ 
Concepts of  Health & Illness”; 
through May 31, M-Th 7 am-mid., 
F 7 am-10 pm, Sat 9:30 am-10 pm, 
Sun 11 am-mid. (www.hsls.pitt.edu/
nativevoices)

Deadlines

NIH Expensive Research Equip-
ment Grant 
Submissions due March 24. (gfs49@
pitt.edu)
Fall 2015 Community-Based 
Research Fellowships
Application deadline is April 3. 
(www.honorscollege.pitt.edu/com-
munity-based-research-fellowships)
Annual Conflict of  Interest Dis-
closure Forms
Deadline is April 15. (www.coi.
pitt.edu)

Event Deadline

The next issue of  the University 
Times will include University & 
on-campus events of  April 2-16. 
Information for events during that 
period must be received by 5 pm 
on March 26. Send information to 
utcal@pitt.edu.                           n         

The exhibit “Tooth-full Art & Artifacts ” runs through March 31 at Falk 
Library.

“Down in the mouth” by Andrew Gustar is licensed under CC BY-ND 2.0

 “Sparkly Mermaid Lips” by Courtney Rhodes is licensed under CC BY 2.0




