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Heinz Memorial Chapel has 
been closed since late December 
as workers installed a climate con-
trol system that is designed to help 
preserve the chapel’s woodwork 
and pipe organ and maintain com-
fortable temperatures for guests 
year-round. 

Most of  the chapel’s organ 
pipes (see Jan. 22 University 
Times) were removed temporar-
ily while work was underway. 
With extra room to traverse the 

pipe chambers, chapel assistant 
director Wendy Lau took advan-
tage of  the opportunity to share 
some seldom-seen parts of  the 
neo-Gothic campus landmark.

She recently guided Susan 
Rice, director of  the Heinz Chapel 
Choir, and Rice’s husband, David, 
to view the city from the chapel’s 
rooftops and spire. Earlier this 
year, Lau led a crew from the Let-
Me-See TV YouTube channel on a 
similar trek. The dizzying video is 
posted at https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=8u-9G605ar0.

The chapel reopens June 1, 
with the first wedding scheduled 
for June 5. 

A grand reopening concert 
featuring the chapel’s resident 
ensemble, OvreArts, is set for 
7:30 p.m. June 18. The concert 
will include several anthems 
composed by Theodore Finney, 
the first conductor of  the Heinz 
Chapel Choir. The free event is 
open to the public. 

q
Photos documenting the 

climate control project’s month-
by-month progress are posted at 
www.heinzchapel.pitt.edu/. 
—Kimberly K. Barlow                       n

At left: This is a close-up view of one of 
the pinnacles that rise above the chapel’s 
flying buttresses.

Below: Heinz Chapel Choir director Susan 
Rice peers from a parapet overlooking 
South Bellefield Avenue.

Bottom: Rooftop parapets frame views of 
the neighborhoods beyond Schenley Plaza 
to the south and Alumni Hall to the north.

Above: This catwalk extends above the chapel’s vaulted ceiling, with openings to small 
areas of flat rooftop at each end. At right: Wendy Lau, Heinz Chapel assistant director, 
opens a small metal door to reveal a chamber high above the chancel. Far right: A movie 
crew used the lofty vantage point during the filming of 1992 drama “Lorenzo’s Oil.” 

Left: New climate-control ductwork is visible in the apse behind 
the altar area and in one of the organ chambers, above.

HEINZ CHAPEL
Sights (mostly) unseen
As the chapel prepares to reopen, we 
take a look at some little known views

Photos by Kimberly K. Barlow

The chapel’s thin spire, or fleche, has lost two of its 16 ornamental grotesques (see 
May 17, 2007, University Times). 
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Chancellor’s 
faculty & staff 

appreciation picnic

Photos by 
Tom Altany & Aimee Obidzinski/CIDDE

and Rich Colwell

Pitt employees enjoyed food, prizes, dancing and entertainment at the Univer-
sity’s inaugural year-end staff  and faculty appreciation picnic. 

Despite unseasonably cool temperatures, about 4,000 faculty, staff  and adminis-
trators mixed and mingled over lunch at the May 20 event on Bigelow Boulevard. 

Sharon Malazich of  the Office of  Special Events said that more than 100 vol-
unteers from across the University had a hand in ensuring the day went smoothly, 
helping out with everything from setting up and tearing down to handing out 
cotton candy, popcorn and frozen treats.  

Additional photos from the event (including video of  men’s basketball coach 
Jamie Dixon’s line-dancing moves) are posted at #PittPicnic.
—Kimberly K. Barlow                                                                                                  n






