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The hustle and bustle that marks the beginning of  the aca-
demic year returned last week: The proliferation of  laundry 
carts and upperclass student volunteers pointing the way to 
newcomers and their families during Arrival Survival.

But for many at Pitt, the hazy days of  summer have been 
anything but lazy: Facilities were renovated; faculty and staff  
came and went; academic programs were established. 

What’s NEW at PITT?
The University Times asked deans, unit heads and others: 

“What’s New at Pitt?” The summaries that follow are over-
views of  school news based on material submitted by the units. 
Information previously published in the University Times was 
not included here. The listings were coordinated by Kimberly 
K. Barlow and Marty Levine. Photo by Mike Drazdzinski/
Photographic Services.

ARTS AND SCIENCES
Graham Beattie and Michell Chres-

field have been named Dietrich School of  
Art and Sciences postdoctoral fellows in 
the social sciences. 

Beattie received a PhD in economics at 
the University of  Toronto and will teach in 
the Department of  Economics.

Chresfield earned a PhD in history at 
Vanderbilt and will teach in the Depart-
ment of  History. 

Sarah Joshi joined the film studies 
program this summer from Birkbeck 
Institute for the Moving Image where she 
was a manager. Joshi completed her PhD 
in humanities and cultural studies from the 
University of  London-Birkbeck. She will 
coordinate Pitt’s film studies program in 
London at the Derek Jarman Lab.

Robin Brooks, whose PhD is from 
the University of  Florida, has joined the 
Department of  Africana Studies as an 
assistant professor.

New faculty in the Department of  
Anthropology include assistant professor 
Emily Wanderer, whose PhD is from MIT, 
and advanced assistant professor Heath 
Cabot, whose PhD is from the University 
of  California-Santa Cruz.

Joining the biological sciences faculty 
as assistant professors are Martin Tur-
cotte, whose PhD is from the University 
of  California-Riverside, and Jacob Dur-
rant, whose PhD is from University of  
California-San Diego. 

Other new faculty are lecturer 2 Burhan 
Gharaibeh, whose PhD is from Texas 
Tech, and lecturer Tiffaney Czapski, 
whose PhD is from Duquesne.

Jennifer Laaser joins the Department 
of  Chemistry as an assistant professor. She 
comes from the University of  Minnesota 
where she was a postdoctoral associate. 
She earned her PhD in physical chem-
istry from the University of  Wisconsin-
Madison. Laaser is proposing to study 
how the structural, chemical and dynamical 
features of  polymer molecules determine 
their physiochemical properties, impact 
their stimulus-responsive behavior and 
can be used to promote their organized 
self-assembly.

The Department of  Classics welcomes 
Carrie L. Sulosky Weaver as a visiting 
assistant professor and Andrew J. Korze-
niewski as a visiting lecturer. Weaver 
completed her undergraduate degree at Pitt, 
and received her MA and PhD in classical 
art and archaeology from the University 

of  Virginia. She will be teaching Greek 
Civilization, Death in the Ancient Greek 
World, Classical Archaeology and The 
Archaeology of  the Body. 

Korzeniewski completed his MA at 
Villanova and his PhD at Pitt. He will be 
teaching Advanced Readings in Latin Epic, 
Ancient Epic and Beginning Latin I. 

Eric English is a new lecturer in 
the Department of  Communication. He 
earned his PhD at Pitt.  

The Department of  Computer Science 
welcomes visiting lecturer William Gar-
rison III and lecturer William Laboon.

Garrison earned his PhD in computer 
science at Pitt. His research interests are 
based in the formal study of  computer 
systems to better understand the practical 
implications in security decisions as well 
as web privacy and mobile malware-risk 
estimation. 

Laboon earned his bachelor’s degree in 
computer science at Pitt and received his 
MS in information technology (software 
design and management) from Carnegie 
Mellon. He has held a variety of  roles in 
the software industry — including test 
lead, manager, software engineer and field 
engineer — at companies such as Northrop 
Grumman, General Dynamics and UPMC. 

His classes will focus on teaching modern 
software engineering practices to develop 
high-quality software. 

Faculty member Alexandros Labrini-
dis was appointed the tutorials chair for 
the 2016 ACM SIGMOD conference, an 
international research conferences on data 
management.

Faculty members Adriana Kovashka 
and Jingtao Wang were awarded Google 
Faculty Research Awards. 

Alumna Elizabeth Oyler is a new 
associate professor in the Department of  
East Asian Languages and Literatures. She 
received her PhD from Stanford. She spent 
10 years at the University of  Illinois where, 
in addition to her teaching responsibili-
ties, she served as director for the Center 
for East Asian and Pacific Studies. She 
specializes in medieval Japanese literature 
and performing arts, particularly war tales 
and the Noh theatre.  She will be teaching 
courses on early Japanese literature and 
theatre as well as classical language. This 
semester, in addition to a survey course of  
early Japanese literature, she will be offering 
a seminar on Japan’s most famous classical 
work, “The Tale of  Genji.”  

Stefania Albanesi joins the Depart-
ment of  Economics as a professor. She 
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comes from Ohio State, where she was a 
visiting associate professor.  Albanesi previ-
ously held positions at the Federal Reserve 
Bank of  New York as well as at Columbia, 
Duke and Bocconi universities. She earned 
her PhD in economics from Northwestern.  
She is a theoretical macroeconomist who 
also pursues hypothesis-driven empiri-
cal work in multiple areas.  Her graduate 
teaching will be in consumer finance and 
her undergraduate teaching will be in the 
areas of  monetary theory and policy.

Andrea La Nauze, whose PhD is 
from Melbourne University, has joined the 
economics faculty as an assistant professor. 
Her research in energy and environmental 
economics is predominantly empirical and 
guided by several years of  policy work. She 
will teach classes in environmental and 
resource economics at both the under-
graduate and graduate level.

David Hewitt and Kevin Shaver are 
new lecturers in economics. Hewitt’s PhD 
is from the University of  California-Irvine. 
He joins the department from Whittier 
College. His research lies in the areas of  
microeconomic theory and experimental 
economics. He will be teaching classes in 
game theory and macroeconomics. 

Shaver comes from Duquesne Uni-
versity. He earned his PhD at Washington 
University in St. Louis. His research falls 
in the areas of  industrial organization, 
public economics and political economy.  
He will teach intro and intermediate micro-
economics.

In the Department of  English, Erin 
Anderson, Elizabeth Rodriguez Fielder 
and Zachary Horton are new assistant 
professors. 

Since earning her PhD at Pitt two years 
ago, Anderson has directed the professional 
and new media writing program at the 
University of  Massachusetts-Boston. She 
will be a faculty member in writing with a 
specialty in digital storytelling.

Rodriguez Fielder will be a faculty 
member in literature with a specialty in 
American ethnic, minority or indigenous 
literature. She completed a year at the 
University of  Copenhagen’s Centre for 
Transnational American Studies as a guest 
researcher and earned her PhD at the 
University of  Mississippi this year. Her 
research focuses on 20th-century and 
contemporary U.S. literature and culture; 
hemispheric and transnational American 
studies; ethnic studies; African-American 
literature; performance studies; and activ-
ism. She will continue to explore issues 
related to 20th- and 21st-century U.S. 
literatures, multi-ethnic literature, social 
justice movement literature and perfor-
mance studies.

Horton joins the department as a fac-
ulty member in literature with a specialty 
in digital literary media. His PhD is from 
the University of  California-Santa Barbara. 

Doug Swanson joins the department 
as a part-time research assistant profes-
sor. Formerly an investigative journalist at 
The Dallas Morning News, Swanson most 
recently was the professional-in-residence 
at the University of  Texas-Austin, his alma 
mater, where he taught investigative report-
ing combined with data mapping.  

Irish writer Patrick McCabe will join 
the English department in spring as a visit-
ing associate professor. His books, “The 
Butcher Boy” and “Breakfast on Pluto,” 
were made into films.  

Writer Mary Gaitskill is a visiting pro-
fessor in English in this term. The author 
of  six books, including “Veronica,” which 
was nominated for the National Book 
Award, Gaitskill has taught at Brown, 
San Francisco State, Hollins College, the 
University of  California-Berkeley and New 
York University.

Sarah Leavens and Angela Farkas 
have been appointed lecturers in English. 
Leavens, who earned her MFA from 
Chatham, brings with her several years 
of  part-time teaching experience as well 
as one year as a visiting lecturer.  She has 
developed a course on professional uses of  
social media and has taught courses in the 
public and professional writing program. 

Farkas, who earned an MA and PhD in 
English from Pitt, intermittently has taught 
courses in the department since the early 
1990s, most recently as a visiting lecturer.

April Flynn, Katie Homar, Cumi 
Ikeda, Megan Kappel, Katherine Kidd 
and Tim Maddocks have been appointed 
visiting lecturers in English.

Flynn, who earned her MFA in creative 
writing from Pitt, has been a part-time fac-
ulty member in the department since 2014, 
leading sections of  Seminar in Composition 
and Written Professional Communication.  

Homar, a Pitt PhD, recently completed 
a postdoctoral fellowship at Mercyhurst 
University.

Ikeda earned her MFA in nonfiction 
writing in April; she also holds an MA in 
English literature from Western Washing-
ton University. In the past three years, she 
has led sections of  Introduction to Jour-
nalism and Nonfiction as well as Seminar 
in Composition.

Kappel received her MFA in screenwrit-
ing from Hollins University. Since 2012 
she has taught at Pitt, Robert Morris and 
Point Park. At Pitt, she has primarily taught 
courses on the public and professional 
writing track. 

Kidd defended her dissertation in the 
department this summer and has taught a 
variety of  courses over the past five years, 
including Working Class Literature and 
Short Story in Context: Science Fiction.

Maddocks, who has an MFA in creative 
writing from Pitt, has taught courses includ-
ing Written Professional Communication, 
engineering’s freshman writing and Seminar 
in Composition.  

Veronica FitzPatrick and Jessica 
FitzPatrick are new visiting instructors 
in English. Veronica FitzPatrick is a PhD 
candidate who expects to defend her dis-
sertation, “The Rehearsal for Terror: Sexual 
Trauma and Modern Horror,” this fall. At 
Pitt, she has taught sections of  Seminar in 
Composition: Film, Introduction to Film, 
Film Analysis and The Horror Film.  She 
earned an MFA in creative writing from 
Notre Dame in 2008. 

Jessica FitzPatrick received her MA 
in English from Pitt and is scheduled to 
defend her PhD dissertation in the coming 
year. She has piloted a course, Secret Pitts-
burgh, and has led sections of  Women and 
Literature, Literature of  the Contemporary 
and Reading Poetry.  

Lauren Russell, a Pitt MFA in creative 
writing, has been named assistant director 
of  the Center for African American Poetry 
and Poetics. She will serve as the primary 
liaison between the co-directors and the 
advisory board, center fellows, guests, 
faculty affiliates, graduate students, com-
munity members and other individuals and 
groups. As a research assistant professor, 
Russell will lead one undergraduate poetry 
workshop and one community workshop 
during this academic year. 

In the Department of  French and 
Italian Languages and Literatures,  James 
Coleman is a new assistant professor of  
Italian. His PhD is from Yale. A scholar of  
the Italian Middle Ages and Renaissance, 
Coleman has been a visiting assistant pro-
fessor at Johns Hopkins and more recently 
at Pitt. His work is concerned with the 
connections between literature, philosophy 
and politics, as well as with the interactions 
among Italian humanists during this period.

The gender, sexuality and women’s 
studies program welcomes lecturers Julie 
Beaulieu and Abdesalam Soudi, and 
assistant instructors Eva Albertsson and 
Nur Lider. Beaulieu and Soudi earned 
their PhDs at Pitt; Lider holds a master’s 
in public and international affairs from the 
Graduate School of  Public and Interna-
tional Affairs. Albertsson earned her MA 
at Lund University. 

Brian Thomas joins the Department 
of  Geology and Environmental Sciences 
as an assistant professor. He comes from 
the California Institute of  Technology Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory, where he was a 
postdoctoral research fellow. He earned his 
PhD in civil and environmental engineering 
from Tufts University. His research focuses 
on surface and groundwater sustainability. 

Also, Kyle Whittinghill, whose PhD 
is from the University of  Minnesota, and 
Danielle Andrews, whose PhD is from 
Penn State, have joined the department 
as lecturers. 

Viktoria Batista and Viktoria Harms 
are new lecturers in the Department of  
German. Batista, who has taught part-

time in both the German and the Slavic 
languages and literatures departments, 
earned a PhD at the University of  Kansas. 
In addition to teaching, she will be revising 
the department’s folktales course and will 
spearhead a new study-abroad curriculum. 

Harms, who will be director of  lan-
guage studies, most recently taught at the 
University of  Alabama. Her PhD is from 
the University of  Washington.

In the Department of  Hispanic Lan-
guages and Literatures, Jerome Branche 
succeeds Daniel Balderston as chair. 
Branche is a faculty member in Latin 
American literature and cultural stud-
ies.  His teaching and his research focus on 
racialized modernity and the way creative 
writers and artists imagine and articulate 
slavery, freedom, the nation, migration, 
being and gender.  

Junyoung Veronica Kim joins the 
Department of  Hispanic Languages and 
Literatures as an assistant professor. She 
comes from the University of  Iowa with 
experience from the world of  public policy, 
human rights and non-governmental orga-
nizations. Kim is a specialist in 20th- and 
21st-century Latin American literature, 

Photos by Mike Drazdzinski/Photographic Services

Chancellor Patrick Gallagher addressed freshman convocation Aug. 24 as Pitt faculty, staff 
and administrators gathered to welcome the Class of 2020. 
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Latin American and Korean cinema, cul-
tural studies, critical race and gender studies 
and immigration history.

Raja Adal and James Pickett are new 
assistant professors in the Department of  
History. Adal, of  East Asian and world 
history, was hired in 2015 and spent last 
year on fellowships in Japan. A Harvard 
PhD, Adal recently has held the Council 
of  American Overseas Research Centers’ 
Multi-Country Research Fellowship, the 
Japan Foundation Long-term Research 
Fellowship and the Social Science Research 
Council Postdoctoral Fellowship for Trans-
regional Research.

Pickett, of  Eurasian history, will teach 
courses on Russia, the Soviet Union, Islam 
and the Mongols. A Princeton PhD, he was 
hired in 2015 and spent last year on the 
InterAsia Postdoctoral Fellowship at Yale.  

Ruth Mostern, who is on leave in this 
year, is joining the history department as an 
associate professor. Mostern, who earned 
her PhD at the University of  California-
Berkeley, is a specialist in spatial and envi-
ronmental history focusing on imperial 
China and the world. Her current research 
reconstructs the environmental history of  
the Yellow River as a human and natural 
system. She is studying the entire river basin, 
which stretches from the Tibetan plateau 
to the Pacific Ocean, during a timeframe 
of  approximately 5,000 years in order to 
assess when, and to what degree, human 
activity in the upper and middle reaches 
of  the river increased the risk of  flooding 
on the densely populated lower course of  
the river. 

Michael Gobat has joined the history 
department as an associate professor. 
Gobat’s PhD is from the University of  
Chicago.

Elizabeth Archibald begins a three-
year visiting assistant professorship in 
medieval history. Archibald holds a PhD in 
history from Yale, with research focusing 
on the history of  education and literacy 
in medieval Europe and the history of  
the book. 

Robert Bland is a one-year visiting 
assistant professor in African-American 
history.  Bland earned his PhD this year at 
the University of  Maryland; his disserta-
tion examined how counter-memories of  
African-American action in the immedi-
ate post-Civil War era were kept alive by 
African-American intellectuals and activists 
during the subsequent rise of  Jim Crow 
and race-based public exclusion.  He is 
engaged in public history outreach, writing 
about topics including Muhammad Ali’s 
foray into filmmaking. His teaching will 
include 20th Century African-American 
Women’s History.

The Department of  History and 
Philosophy of  Science welcomes Porter 
Williams as an assistant professor. He 
received his PhD in philosophy from 
Columbia University this year. His research 
is focused on the philosophy of  physics, 
with particular attention to the foundations 
of  quantum field theory and related issues 
at the intersection of  the philosophy of  
science, metaphysics and the philosophy 
of  mathematics.

Alexander Taylor joins the Depart-
ment of  History of  Art and Architecture 
as an assistant professor. In addition to 
teaching and running the department’s 
academic internship program, he will be 
the department’s first academic curator. 
In this role, Taylor will facilitate research 
collaborations between the department and 
local arts institutions. This effort is part of  
a $1 million Mellon grant to promote public 
humanities and object-centered learning 
and research initiatives. Taylor completed 

his PhD in the history of  art from the 
University of  Oxford. He comes from 
Tate Modern in London where he was the 
inaugural Terra Foundation research fellow 
in American art.  

Di Luo will be a visiting assistant 
professor in the department this year. She 
received her PhD in East Asian languages 
and cultures at the University of  Southern 
California.  She is a specialist in premodern 
Chinese art and architecture and will teach 
undergraduate courses in that area.

Peter Clericuzio will be a visiting 
lecturer. He received his PhD from Penn 
with a specialization in the architecture of  
late 19th/early 20th century France. He will 
help to administer the architectural studies 
program and teach architectural history and 
core architectural studies courses. 

Joining the linguistics faculty are: 
• Assistant professor Melinda Fricke, 

whose PhD is from the University of  
California-Berkeley. She comes to Pitt 
from a postdoctoral fellowship at Penn 
State. She is exploring the behavioral and 
neural basis of  codeswitching, focusing 
on bilingual speech, executive control and 
language processing.

• Visiting lecturer Jevon Heath, whose 
PhD is from the University of  California-
Berkeley. Heath is interested in why people 
have different linguistic behavior and differ-
ent expectations about language in different 
circumstances. His current research focuses 
on the relationship between phonetic, 
lexical and syntactic accommodation and 
on the effects of  attention on phonetic 
perception.

• Lecturer Abdesalam Soudi, who will 
teach courses in Arabic linguistics, Arabic 
sociolinguistics and the capstone intern-
ship course.

• Assistant instructors Filipo Lubua 
(Swahili), who expects to complete a PhD at 
Ohio University this year; Eva Albertsson 
(Swedish); Erin “Airza” Bosley (Ameri-
can Sign Language), whose MS is from 
the Rochester Institute of  Technology; 
Ilknur Lider (Turkish); Alana DeLoge 
(Quechua); Andrew Yaros, who earned 
an MA at Kyunghee University; and Marie 
Young (Irish), who earned a BA at St. 
Patrick’s College. 

In the Department of  Mathematics, 
Roman Fedorov and Armin Schikorra 
have been named assistant professors. 
Fedorov’s PhD is from the University of  

Chicago. Schikorra’s PhD is from Rhein-
isch Westflische Technische Hochschule 
Aachen.

In addition, Daniel Hockensmith is 
joining the department as a lecturer. He 
completed his PhD in mathematics from 
the University of  Illinois-Urbana/Cham-
paign, and will serve as the Math Assistance 
Center director. 

Olivia Bloechl joins the Department 
of  Music as a professor. She completed 
her PhD in musicology at Penn. She 
most recently was an associate professor 
at UCLA. Bloechl is a musicologist with a 
period emphasis on early modern European 
music, especially the French Baroque, and 
on colonial-era North America.  Her work 
has a cultural studies perspective with a 
strong theoretical framework based on 
post-colonial theory, Foucauldian theories 
of  the relationship between power and 
knowledge and theories of  difference.  

In the Department of  Neurocience, 
Erika Fanselow, whose PhD is from 
Duke, has joined the faculty as a lecturer. 

In the Department of  Philosophy, 
Harvey Lederman, who earned his DPhil 
at Oxford, is a new assistant professor. 

Rachel Bezanson joins the Depart-
ment of  Physics and Astronomy as an 
assistant professor. She comes from the 
University of  Arizona where she was a 
Hubble fellow in the Steward Observatory. 
Bezanson earned her PhD in astronomy at 
Yale. Her research expertise is in the evolu-
tion of  massive galaxies over cosmic time.

In the Department of  Political Science, 
William Spaniel is a new assistant profes-
sor. He comes from Stanford’s Center for 
International Security and Cooperation 
where he was a Stanton nuclear security 
postdoctoral fellow. He completed his 
PhD in political science at the University 
of  Rochester. His research focuses on 
interstate conflict, nuclear weapons and ter-
rorism. He uses game theoretical models to 
develop new insights on these phenomena. 
He will teach courses on formal modeling, 
game theory, bargaining and international 
politics.

Also joining the political science faculty 
are assistant professor Yue (Iza) Ding, 
who expects to receive a PhD from Har-
vard this year; associate professor Jae Jae 

Spoon, whose PhD is from the University 
of  Michigan; and lecturer Meridith Long, 
who expects to complete a PhD from 
Vanderbilt this year.

Ding’s research examines the political 
economy of  development, with a substan-
tive focus on global and local environmental 
governance and a regional focus on East 
Asia and Central and Eastern Europe. 
She will teach courses on China and East 
Asian politics, and environmental politics 
and policymaking. 

Spoon’s research focuses on compara-
tive electoral behavior primarily in Europe. 
She is interested in understanding political 
party strategies and their outcomes for the 
party, its elected officials and voters, and 
how party type and size, institutions and 
context influence parties’ decision-making 
at both the domestic and European levels. 
She taught at the University of  Iowa and the 
University of  North Texas and was a visiting 
researcher at the University of  Mannheim. 
She will teach courses in European and 
European Union politics, political parties 
and political behavior.

Long’s research examines the role of  
compassion in public opinion and how the 
different use of  compassionate messages by 
political leaders influences partisan divides. 
She will teach courses in American politics 
and political behavior and will be one of  
the department’s undergraduate advisers.  

In the Department of  Psychology, 
Julie A. Fiez will begin a four-year term 
as chair this fall. She replaces Daniel S. 
Shaw. Fiez is a researcher in the area of  
cognitive neuroscience, with funding from 
the National Science Foundation (NSF) and 
the National Institutes of  Health (NIH) 
to study the neural basis of  language pro-
cesses. Within the department and through 
her affiliation as a research scientist at 
the Learning Research and Development 
Center (LRDC), she has longstanding 
interests in promoting interdisciplinary 
training in research between neuroscience 
and social and behavioral methods; diversity 
among graduate students and faculty; and 
state-of-the-art neuroscience facilities for 
faculty and students. 

Lauren Hallion joins psychology as 
a research assistant professor. She is an 
anxiety researcher with a particular interest 
in cognitive and neurobiological factors that 
contribute to the successful and unsuccess-
ful regulation of  worry and anxiety. Hallion 
completed her PhD at Penn, followed by a 
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clinical internship at Massachusetts General 
Hospital/Harvard Medical School and 
a postdoctoral fellowship at the Anxiety 
Disorders Center/Institute of  Living. At 
Pitt she will lead a research team and teach 
an upper-level seminar on anxiety and 
related disorders.

Andrea Weinstein is an assistant pro-
fessor whose research examines the neural 
substrates of  health behavior. She will 
develop the department’s work in public 
health neuroscience.

Jamie Hanson has been named an 
assistant professor in the department and 
a research scientist at LRDC. Hanson 
investigates how children and adolescents 
learn about their environment, how brain 
circuitry involved with learning may be 
impacted by early life stress, and how 
these brain changes may confer risks for 
negative outcomes. His PhD is from the 
University of  Wisconsin-Madison in a 
program combining the fields of  child 
development, stress neurobiology and 
social neuroscience. Most recently, Hanson 
was a postdoctoral fellow at Duke and the 
University of  North Carolina-Chapel Hill.

Melinda Ciccocioppo, who completed 
her PhD in psychology at Pitt, has joined 
the department as a lecturer. Her research 
focuses on social cognitive processes and 
gender issues within romantic relationships. 
She was an adjunct faculty member here 
for the last four years and primarily will 
be teaching Introduction to Psychology 
and Gender.

In the Department of  Slavic Languages 
and Literatures, Ljiljana Duraskovic is a 
new lecturer and coordinator of  the Bos-
nian, Croatian, Montenegrin and Serbian 
(BCMS) program. Duraskovic, whose PhD 
is from Ohio State, teaches BCMS and Rus-
sian language, literature and culture courses 
and serves as the academic coordinator 
for the Summer Language Institute where 
she conducts the orientation, oversees 
the selection of  course materials, cultural 
programing, classroom evaluation and final 
oral proficiency interviews for all non-Russ 
languages.

Dana Moss, Joshua Bloom and Mark 
Paterson are new assistant professors in 
the Department of  Sociology. 

Moss comes from the University of  
California-Irvine where she is a PhD 
candidate. Her research interests include 
social movements, political sociology, 
transnationalism, diasporas and immigrant 
politics, with particular attention to Arab 
populations in the Middle East and North 
Africa. 

Bloom earned a PhD at UCLA, followed 
by a two-year postdoctoral fellowship there.  

Paterson, whose PhD in human geog-
raphy is from the University of  Bristol, 
came to Pitt as a visiting assistant profes-
sor in 2011. His interdisciplinary research 
interests include medicine and health, the 
body and consumption in everyday life. 
He examines issues such as the social 
construction of  blindness and how views 
about vision impairment have changed 
historically. He has taught courses in a 
range of  disciplines, including philosophy 
and cultural studies and human geography 
in the UK and communication and sociol-
ogy here at Pitt.  

In the Department of  Theatre Arts, 
Keith Byron Kirk is a new assistant profes-
sor of  theatre arts and performance studies. 
He received his doctorate from Northwest-
ern University in its interdisciplinary theatre 
and drama program. His research interests 
include the intersectionality of  history/
memory in 20th-century drama, perfor-
mance historiography, African-American 
drama and the tragic, and the multivocality 

of  performed narratives. 
Justin Miller joins the theatre staff  

as technical director by way of  Texas 
A&M University. He received his MFA in 
production design from Michigan State. 
He has served as technical director and 
scenic designer on the university and high 
school level as well as professionally and is 
a member of  the U.S. Institute for Theatre 
Technology. 

ATHLETICS
Former NFL and Pitt running back 

LaRod Stephens-Howling has joined 
Athletics as a Panther football graduate 
assistant, working in recruiting and opera-
tions. He played for Pitt 2005-08, leading 
the Panthers in rushing in 2005 and 2006. 
He played in the National Football League 
for the Arizona Cardinals 2009-13, then 
signed with the Steelers but played only 
one game before a knee injury ended his 
playing career.

BRADFORD
Douglas Graham is instructor of  

athletic training and clinical coordinator. 
He received his MS in sport administration 
from Canisius College. He most recently 
was the head athletic trainer for the Roch-
ester Rhinos, a professional soccer team.

Shushan Zhao has joined the Pitt-
Bradford faculty to direct the computer 
information systems and technology 
program’s security and forensics concen-
tration/minor. Zhao worked as a software 
developer at VMWare, Mitel, Ericsson 
and Nuance in Canada and in Finland. 
He earned his doctorate at the School of  
Computer Science, University of  Wind-
sor, Canada. He has served as a lecturer 
at Bishop’s University and Vanier College, 
both in Montreal. His research interests are 
in the areas of  computer networks, telecom-
munications systems, information security, 
theory and application of  cryptography.

Rebecca McHugh is a new Pitt-Brad-
ford assistant professor of  developmental 
psychology. She earned her master’s and 
doctoral degrees from Pitt and has taught 
at Arkansas Tech University, Community 
College of  Allegheny County and Pitt. 

Jonathan Chitiyo has been appointed 
assistant professor of  education. He earned 
his master’s degree from Southern Illinois 
University. 

Zachary Stark is a new UPB instruc-
tor of  exercise science. He has taught at 
Bradford Area High School for the last 
12 years and has taught for the College 
in the High School program. He received 
his MS in exercise science from California 
University of  Pennsylvania.

Sofia Brien has been named manager 
of  human resources at Pitt-Bradford. Pre-
viously, Brien was a human resources and 
payroll assistant and owned Pizza Napoli 
1998-2015.

BUSINESS
Vanitha Swaminathan, faculty member 

in business administration, marketing and 
business economics, has been named 
Thomas Marshall Chair in Marketing.

Joining the business school faculty are: 
• Peggy Liu, assistant professor of  

business administration in marketing and 
business economics. Her research focuses 
on consumer behavior, particularly as it 
relates to consumer welfare and wellbeing.

• Nicole Cade, assistant professor of  
business administration in accounting. Her 
research focuses on individual judgment 
and decisionmaking in financial reporting.

• Yue Wu, assistant professor of  busi-
ness administration in marketing and busi-
ness economics. His areas of  expertise are 
e-commerce, social responsibility, competi-
tive strategy and information asymmetry.

• Haimanti Banerjee, clinical assis-
tant professor of  business administration 
in marketing and business economics. 
Her research focuses on macroeconomic 
consumption decisions and the impact of  
education levels on economic growth in 
low- and middle-income countries.

• Paul Klein, clinical associate professor 
of  business administration in organizations 
and entrepreneurship. He has expertise in 
managerial ethics, stakeholder management 
and legal issues related to human resources 
practices.

• Anna Pavone, clinical assistant 
professor of  business administration in 
decisions, operations and information 
technology. She has expertise in SAP, 
enterprise resource planning, project 
management, application development, 
business intelligence, business processes 
and system design.

New administrators in the Katz school 
include:

• Joseph Pieri, who was named direc-
tor of  MBA programs. He previously was 
an assistant dean in the Office of  Under-
graduate Studies at Case Western Reserve 
University.

• Kyle Davison, who became the 
financial manager at the Katz school 
and the College of  Business Administra-
tion in August. He previously was fiscal 
administrative adviser to the chair of  the 
Department of  Teaching and Learning at 
Ohio State.

CENTER FOR 
BIOETHICS AND HEALTH LAW

Lisa Parker, of  the Graduate School 
of  Public Health’s Department of  Human 
Genetics, has been named head of  the Uni-
versity’s Center for Bioethics and Health 
Law. The center brings together faculty 
conducting empirical, theoretical and 
legal research on bioethics issues. Parker 
also directs the Dietrich School of  Arts 
and Sciences’ MA program in bioethics, 
teaches ethics in her home department 
and teaches in the gender, sexuality and 
women’s studies program.

The center welcomes Tania Moeren-
hout, a visiting scholar from the University 
of  Ghent, Belgium. Moerenhout, a physi-
cian, will conduct research on the impact of  
digital technologies on the patient-doctor 
relationship. 

DENTAL MEDICINE
Faculty achievements include:
• Mark Ochs received the Philip L. 

Maloney Boston City Hospital/Boston 
Medical Center Alumni Trauma Award 
from the American Association of  Oral 
and Maxillofacial Surgeons in recognition 
of  significant contributions to the field 
of  trauma. The award is granted by the 
Boston University Goldman School of  
Dental Medicine to recognize field experts 
dedicated to advancing science, surgical 
innovation, research, statistical outcomes 
and education. 

• B.J. Costello, associate dean of  faculty 
affairs, was installed as the president of  the 
American Academy of  Craniomaxillofacial 
Surgeons. As president, he will host the 
2017 meeting in Pittsburgh.

• Joanne Prasad, faculty member in 
the Department of  Oral Biology, has been 
accepted into the 2016-17 American Dental 
Education Association (ADEA) Leader-
ship Institute. Prasad also was selected 
as the recipient of  the $10,000 ADEA/
ADEAGies Foundation Drs. Connie L. 

and Richard R. Drisko Scholarship to be 
used for tuition and fees for the Leadership 
Institute. She is director of  quality man-
agement and improvement at the school.

• Christine Wankiiri-Hale, associate 
dean for student affairs, was selected as a 
member of  the 2015-16 class of  the ADA 
Institute for Diversity in Leadership, which 
is designed to enhance the leadership skills 
of  dentists who belong to racial, ethnic and/
or gender backgrounds that traditionally 
have been underrepresented in leadership 
roles. Her project, creating dental medicine 
family dinners, aims to improve the way 
in which diversity in mentoring positively 
affects the relationships among students, 
alumni and faculty. The school organized 
a reception to recognize the alumni who 
hosted and reintroduced the idea as part 
of  a new mentoring program at the school.

• Faculty member Alexandre Vieira 
was selected as a 2016 American Associa-
tion for Dental Research fellow, a program 
recognizing leaders of  research as well as 
individuals who have served the AADR 
in various ways throughout their careers. 

• Herb Ray, chair of  the Department 
of  Endodontics, was inducted as the 
Pennsylvania Dental Association president.

• The Student Clinicians of  the Ameri-
can Dental Association board of  governors 
selected Mark Mooney, chair of  oral biol-
ogy, as the recipient of  the association’s 
2016 Burton C. Borgelt/SCADA Faculty 
Advisor Award, which honors a faculty 
member for accomplishments as both a 
dental scientist and a mentor to dental 
students.

• William Young, prosthodontics 
faculty member, was named a diplomate 
of  the American Board of  Prosthodontics.

New faculty in the School of  Dental 
Medicine include:

• Bryant Cornelius, assistant professor 
in the Department of  Dental Anesthesiol-
ogy, who will teach residents and predoc-
toral students and will be a course director.

• Robert Nerone, who joined the 
Department of  Restorative Dentistry and 
Comprehensive Care as a part-time faculty 
member. He received his DMD from Pitt 
and had his general practice residency at 
UPMC Montefiore Hospital.

• Jev Clark, a clinical assistant professor 
in the Department of  Oral and Maxillo-
facial Surgery.

• Timothy Erdle, a clinical assistant 
professor in the Department of  Peri-
odontics.
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Lindsay Clare Matsumura has been 
named interim dean. Previously she was 
associate dean of  research and faculty 
development. She also is an associate pro-
fessor in the learning sciences and policy 
program and a research scientist at LRDC. 

Robert Gallen has joined the Depart-
ment of  Psychology in Education as an 
assistant professor and coordinator of  the 
master’s program in applied developmental 
psychology. He holds a PhD in clinical psy-
chology from the University of  Kentucky. 
Gallen was a psychology faculty member 
at Chatham and director of  the programs 
in infant mental health and in infant and 
toddler development. He also is a licensed 
professional psychologist. His research 
interests include understanding qualities of  
infant-caregiver interactions and measuring 
the impact of  reflective supervision on the 
early childhood workforce. 

Erin Meikle, a new visiting assistant 
professor, earned her PhD at the University 
of  Delaware, where she was named an out-
standing doctoral student in mathematics 
education. She received her MA in teaching 
at Pitt. After earning her doctorate, she was 
a program officer in teacher development at 
the Knowles Science Teaching Foundation, 
where she supported beginning high school 
mathematics and science teachers as well as 
planned online and in-person professional 
development activities. She previously was 
an instructor for undergraduate students at 
Immaculata University and the University 
of  Delaware as well as a K-12 teacher at 
Shaler Area High School. Her research 
interests include exploring ways to sup-
port pre-service and in-service teachers in 
facilitating class discussions in mathematics 
classrooms and exploring the effects of  
teacher preparation programs. 

Beth Sondel, a new research assistant 
professor of  social studies and social 
justice education in the Department of  
Instruction and Learning, earned her PhD 
in curriculum theory at the University of  
Wisconsin-Madison.

Her research joins critical theory and 
qualitative methods to investigate the multi-
ple, often divergent ways in which educators 
and education leaders come to understand 
and attempt to enact social justice in policy 
and practice. Her dissertation on the role 
of  Teach for America in the market-based 
reforms of  post-Hurricane Katrina New 

Orleans won the 2014 Outstanding Dis-
sertation Award from the Critical Educators 
for Social Justice Special Interest Group 
of  the American Educational Research 
Association.

 
Abiola Farinde-Wu, visiting assistant 

professor, earned her PhD at the University 
of  North Carolina-Charlotte in curriculum 
and instruction with a focus on urban 
education. She initially taught secondary 
English, language arts and reading in an 
urban district in Texas and was an instructor 
for pre-service teachers at the University 
of  North Carolina-Charlotte. She was a 
postdoctoral research fellow at the School 
of  Education’s Center for Urban Educa-
tion, where she managed and studied the 
Ready to Learn program, a tutoring and 
mentoring initiative that connects Pitt 
students with Pittsburgh Public Schools 
to provide experiences that support the 
city school students’ academic and social 
skill development. Her research interests 
include the educational experiences of  
black women and girls, teacher retention 
and urban teacher education. 

Sally Sherman, a new visiting assistant 
professor in the Department of  Health and 
Physical Activity, will teach undergraduate 
exercise science majors and specialize in 
instructor courses. She recently completed 
her PhD in exercise physiology at Pitt, 
where her research focused on vinyasa yoga. 

ENGINEERING
Johnathan Vande Geest has been 

named a professor in the Department of  
Bioengineering. He comes to Pitt from the 
University of  Arizona, where he began as 
a faculty member in the Department of  
Aerospace and Mechanical Engineering 
in 2005 and joined its Department of  Bio-
medical Engineering in 2009. He received 
his PhD in bioengineering at Pitt. Vande 
Geest leads the Soft Tissue Biomechanics 
Laboratory, which develops novel experi-
mental and computational bioengineering 
approaches to study the structure function 
relationships of  soft tissues in human 
growth, remodeling and disease. The lab 
also has devoted significant effort in the 
development of  novel endovascular medi-
cal devices. Current projects are focused 
on neurodegenerative diseases including 
primary open angle glaucoma and vocal 
fold paralysis, as well as the development 
of  a compliance matched tissue engineered 
vascular graft.

James McKone joins the Department 
of  Chemical and Petroleum Engineering 
as an assistant professor. McKone earned 
a PhD in chemistry from the California 
Institute of  Technology, where he was a 
Department of  Energy Office of  Science 
graduate research fellow. He also was a 
postdoc at Cornell. McKone has pursued 
multiple patents in energy storage tech-
nologies.

In the Department of  Electrical 
and Computer Engineering, Brandon 
Grainger has been named a research assis-
tant professor. Grainger holds a PhD in 
electrical engineering focusing on megawatt 
scale power electronic systems and controls 
with applications in microgrids and medium 
voltage DC system design and obtained his 
master’s degree in electrical engineering and 
bachelor’s degree in mechanical engineer-
ing with a minor in electrical engineering, 
all from Pitt. His research concentrations 
and interests are in all classes of  power 
electronic technology including topology 
design, semiconductor evaluation (cur-
rently gallium nitride transistors), advanced 
controller design, power electronic applica-
tions for microgrids, HVDC and FACTS, 
and circuit reliability. 

Robert Kerestes and Feng Xiong have 
been named assistant professors in the 
Department of  Electrical and Computer 
Engineering. 

Kerestes received his BS, MS and PhD 
from Pitt, all with a concentration in electric 
power systems. His areas of  interest are in 
electric power systems, in particular electric 
machinery and electromagnetics. He has 
worked as a mathematical modeler for 
Emerson Process Management, working on 
electric power applications for Emerson’s 
Ovation Embedded Simulator. He has been 
an adjunct professor at Pitt since 2014. 

Xiong received his MS and PhD in elec-
trical and computer engineering from the 
University of  Illinois-Urbana/Champaign. 
Prior to joining the Pitt faculty, Xiong was 
a postdoctoral fellow in the Department 
of  Electrical Engineering at Stanford. His 
research interests are in energy-efficient 
electronics, novel low-dimensional mate-
rials, next-generation memory devices, 
flexible electronics, nanoscale thermal 
transport and renewable energy harvesting. 

In the Department of  Industrial Engi-
neering, Mostafa Bedewy and Daniel 
Jiang have been named assistant profes-
sors and K. Louis Luangkesorn has been 

named a research assistant professor.
Bedewy most recently was a post-

doctoral associate at MIT in the area of  
bionanofabrication. Before that, he was a 
postdoc at the MIT Laboratory for Manu-
facturing and Productivity, working on in 
situ environmental transmission electron 
microscopy characterization of  catalytic 
nanostructure synthesis and interactions. 
He completed his PhD at the University 
of  Michigan, where he studied the popu-
lation dynamics and the collective mecha-
nochemical factors governing the growth 
and self-organization of  nanofilaments. 
His research interests include advanced 
manufacturing, nanofabrication, nanome-
trology and materials characterization, self-
assembly of  hierarchical nanostructures, 
engineering of  biomolecular systems and 
precision design. 

Jiang received his PhD in operations 
research and financial engineering from 
Princeton. His research interests are in sto-
chastic optimization, approximate dynamic 
programming and risk-averse sequential 
decision making, with a variety of  applica-
tion areas including energy operations and 
energy markets.

Luangkesorn’s research focuses are data 
science and simulation, particularly on 
supply chain and health care issues.  Prior 
to joining the Pitt faculty, he worked as 
an operations researcher with the RAND 
Corp., focusing on military logistics and 
public health response. He received his PhD 
in industrial engineering and management 
sciences from Northwestern. 

John Whitefoot, Wei Xiong and 
Hessam Babaee have joined the Depart-
ment of  Mechanical Engineering and 
Materials Science as assistant professors.

Whitefoot earned his PhD from the 
University of  Michigan-Ann Arbor and 
previously was a general engineer with 
the National Highway Traffic and Safety 
Administration in the U.S. Department 
of  Transportation. His research interests 
include transportation design and policy, 
design optimization and renewable energy. 

Xiong, previously a research associate at 
Northwestern University, received his PhD 
from KTH Royal Institute of  Technology, 
Sweden. Xiong’s research interests include 
advanced materials and processing design 
based on methodologies of  materials by 
design and accelerated insertion of  materi-
als; predictive science-based model devel-
opment for process-structure-property 
relation in advanced manufacturing; addi-
tive manufacturing of  high performance 
Ti alloys and steels using laser engineered 
net shaping; and selective laser melting. 

Babaee earned his PhD from Louisiana 
State University and previously was a post-
doctoral associate at MIT. Babaee’s research 
interests include computational fluid 
dynamics and heat transfer, multi-physics 
modeling, multi-fidelity modeling, stochas-
tic modeling, uncertainty quantification, 
high-performance computing, flow insta-
bility and computational electromagnetics.

Patrick Smolinski, faculty member 
in mechanical engineering and materials 
science, has been named director of  the 
Swanson school’s engineering science pro-
gram. Smolinski succeeds John Barnard.

The Swanson school’s Petersen Institute 
for NanoScience and Engineering has 
new leadership. Esta Abelev, formerly a 
research associate at Princeton, has been 
named technical director. Chemistry faculty 
member David H. Waldeck is taking on 
the role of  academic director.

 GREENSBURG
Jacqueline Horrall has been named 

vice president for academic affairs. Hor-
rall, a faculty member in economics, also 

Mike Drazdzinski/Photographic Services
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What’s new
has administrative experience: She served 
as assistant to President Frank A. Cassell, 
was chair of  the Division of  Behavioral 
Sciences and, most recently, was assistant 
vice president for academic affairs.  

Dean Nelson has been named assistant 
vice president for academic affairs. A faculty 
member in statistics, Nelson has been at 
Pitt-Greensburg since 2002. He chairs the 
Division of  Natural Sciences, Mathemat-
ics and Engineering and will continue to 
oversee the division until the election of  a 
new chair in December. Nelson previously 
served in the assistant vice president for 
academic affairs position 2006-11. 

Elizabeth “Beth” Tiedemann has 
been named director of  academic advising 
and registrar. Tiedemann, who had been 
UPG’s director of  career services since 
2000, previously worked in academic advis-
ing on the Pittsburgh campus, 1990-2000. 

Pitt-Greensburg has reorganized its 
administration unit:

• Ronna Colland was promoted to 
director of  financial and business services. 
In this role, she manages the budgeting 
and finance functions of  the campus and 
oversees the business services office and the 
campus store. Colland also is the campus 
risk officer. 

• Joseph Bleehash was promoted to 
director of  facilities and security. In addition 
to overseeing the physical campus facilities 
and maintenance function, he now oversees 
campus police and security. Daniel Lynch, 
chief  of  campus police, reports to Bleehash 
as a result of  this change. 

• Mary Anne Koleny, director of  
human resources and Title IX liaison, 
oversees conferencing services, and Stacy 
Netzel, conferencing services director, 
now reports to Koleny.

• Scott Coulson continues as director 
of  computing and telecommunication but 
now reports directly to the president. 

Colland, Bleehash, Koleny and Coulson 
all are members of  the president’s cabinet 
and ex-officio members of  the advisory 
board. 

Jeff  Antal was named media and 
instructional technology services manager. 

Koreen Byrns was named visiting 
instructor of  biological science.

Brooke McClendon has joined the 
Pitt-Greensburg faculty as visiting assistant 
professor of  biology. McClendon recently 
received her PhD in molecular genetics and 
developmental biology from the School 
of  Medicine. Her research focused on 
characterizing genes that maintain genome 
stability in Caenorhabditis elegans.

Pitt-Greensburg welcomes a new Con-
fucius Institute instructor, Zhao Liang.

HEALTH AND 
REHABILITATION SCIENCES

In the Department of  Communication 
Science and Disorders, Dawna Duff joins 
the faculty as an assistant professor with 
expertise in child language and reading 
disorders. Duff  previously was visiting 
faculty at the University of  Iowa. She will 
be researching vocabulary and reading 
development, especially the process of  
word learning while reading text.

New faculty in the Department of  
Occupational Therapy include:

• Ann Marsico, instructor and academic 
fieldwork coordinator. She has worked for 
Mercy Health System and the Centers for 
Rehabilitation Services at UPMC Presbyte-

rian and UPMC St. Margaret, most recently 
at St. Margaret as director of  both occupa-
tional therapy and rehabilitation services.

• Alyson D. Stover, assistant professor. 
She has a private outpatient pediatric prac-
tice in Hermitage. Her areas of  expertise 
and scholarship include administration, 
management and leadership, advocacy of  
the individual client, underserved client 
populations, health professions and the 
development and revision of  health law 
and policy.

• Jennifer White, visiting instructor and 
associate fieldwork coordinator. She has 
worked in both inpatient rehabilitation and 
acute care at the University of  Washington 
Medical Center. Most recently, she was the 
OT senior at UPMC Mercy on the brain 
injury unit. Her scholarly interests include 
clinical education and development of  
community-based occupational therapy 
services for underserved populations.   

New faculty in the Department of  
Physical Therapy include:

• Gustavo Almeida, assistant professor. 
Almeida received his PhD in rehabilitation 
science. His primary research focus is on 
musculoskeletal rehabilitation to improve 
functional and physical activity outcomes 
in patients with arthritis.

• Adam Popchak, research assistant 
professor. Popchak worked as PT and 
research staff  in the Physical Therapy 
Clinical and Translational Research Center. 
He received all his degrees from Pitt: a BS 
in biology, a doctorate in physical therapy, 
an MS in health and rehabilitation sciences 
and a PhD in rehabilitation science. 

New faculty in the Department of  
Sports Medicine and Nutrition include: 

• William Ankrom, instructor and clini-
cal education coordinator for the athletic 
training education program. He spent 20 
years working for UPMC Sports Medicine, 
most recently as the assistant director of  the 
athletic training and development depart-
ment. He teaches and places students in 
clinical rotations through on-campus facili-
ties and several off-site affiliated settings.

• Shawn Flanagan, assistant pro-
fessor at the Neuromuscular Research 
Laboratory/Warrior Human Performance 
Research Center. He earned his Master 
of  Health Administration degree from 
the Graduate School of  Public Health. 
Flanagan was a research coordinator and 
doctoral fellow at Ohio State University’s 
Department of  Human Sciences, College 
of  Education and Human Ecology. His 
research interests emphasize neurobio-
logical factors that contribute to human 
performance optimization, stress, resilience 
and injury. In addition to participating  
in research, Flanagan will be mentoring 
graduate students.

• Samara Joy Nielsen, associate profes-
sor.  Nielen taught public health nutrition at 
both Kansas State University and Shepherd 
University and has 15 years of  experience 
as a nutritional epidemiologist in industry, 
government and academia.

James J. Irrgang has been appointed 
chair of  the Department of  Physi-
cal Therapy (PT). Irrgang previously 
was director of  clinical research in the 
Department of  Orthopaedic Surgery in 
the School of  Medicine, with a second-
ary faculty appointment as faculty in the 
physical therapy department. He received 
all his degrees from Pitt: a BS in PT, an 
MS in health-related professions with an 
emphasis in sports physical therapy and 
a PhD in research methodology with an 
emphasis in educational and psychological 
measurement. His research has centered on 
clinical trials and clinical outcome studies 
related to surgery and rehabilitation of  

musculoskeletal injuries involving the knee 
and shoulder, and the development and 
validation of  patient-reported outcome 
measures.

In the dean’s office two staff  members 
have new responsibilities:

• Patty Kummick, executive director 
of  internal and external relations, previ-
ously was assigned by the University of  
Pittsburgh/UPMC Medical and Health 
Sciences Foundation to serve as SHRS’s 
director of  development. She now will 
oversee all nonacademic functions of  
marketing, communications, recruitment, 
development and constituent/public rela-
tions and will create marketing and branding 
strategies to support the school’s mission. 

• Natalie Baney, previously the 
school’s director of  recruitment, now will 
serve as the director of  communications. 
She will carry out the marketing/commu-
nications plan, which includes managing 
elements of  website design and content, 
using social media and directing effective 
messaging.

HEALTH SCIENCES 
LIBRARY SYSTEM

Arlie Chipps has joined the staff  as 
a library specialist. He will work at the 
Technology Help Desk and will provide 
technology and media support.

HUMANITIES CENTER
The Humanities Center welcomes 

Gabriel N. Rosenberg as an early career 
fellow, along with Dietrich school post-
doctoral fellows Michelle Maydanchik, 
Rostom Mesli and William Rhodes.

Rosenberg is assistant professor of  
gender, sexuality and feminist studies at 
Duke. He received his PhD in history from 
Brown in 2011. His research investigates 
the intersections of  gender, sexuality, food 
systems and political economy in the con-
temporary world. 

Maydanchik, who earned a PhD in art 
history from the University of  Chicago, 
will be appointed by the Humanities Center 
and teach in the Department of  History 
of  Art and Architecture.

Mesli, who earned a PhD in comparative 
literature at the University of  Michigan, will 
be appointed by the Humanities Center and 
teach in the gender, sexuality and women’s 
studies program.

Rhodes, who earned a PhD in English 
at the University of  Virginia in 2015, will 
be appointed by the Humanities Center and 
teach in the English department.

Since moving from the Office of  the 
Provost, Dan Kubis has served in the 
newly created position of  assistant direc-
tor of  the Humanities Center. Kubis, who 
supported numerous events for the recently 
concluded Year of  the Humanities, now will 
seek to capitalize on the momentum from 
symbiotic partnerships forged within the 
University during the past year. 

JOHNSTOWN
 Mellissia Zanjani recently joined 

Pitt-Johnstown as vice president of  insti-
tutional advancement and a member of  
the president’s cabinet. She brings nearly 
20 years of  senior executive experience 
to the job, most recently serving as vice 
president for institutional advancement at 
Georgian Court University in Lakewood, 
New Jersey. Zanjani received a PhD in adult 
higher education from Oregon State and 
is pursuing an MBA from Georgian Court 
University.

Tammy Barbin now is executive 
director of  development and community 
relations at Pitt-Johnstown. A member of  
the president’s cabinet, Barbin will work 

closely with senior leadership, faculty, staff  
and community partners to cultivate philan-
thropic support for scholarship and gifts to 
the University and will lead strategic initia-
tives in the Greater Johnstown community. 
Barbin also will play a key role in shaping 
and developing campus marketing efforts 
as a member of  the marketing team and 
will serve as the UPJ media spokesperson.  

Eight new members have joined the 
Pitt-Johnstown Board of  Advisors:

• G.  Henry Cook, president, CEO 
and chairman of  the Board of  Directors 
of  Somerset Trust Company. 

• Michael P. Hruska, president and 
CEO of  Problem Solutions. Hruska is a 
2000 graduate of  Pitt-Johnstown.

• Dorothy L. Stroz, who retired from 
the Department of  Commerce’s U.S. 
Census Bureau/Geography Division. She 
is a 1984 UPJ alumna.

• Gerald L. Zahorchak, former 
Pennsylvania Secretary of  Education, who 
retired in 2015 as superintendent of  the 
Greater Johnstown School District.

• Richard A. Bross, who retired after 
a career with Hormel Foods in which 
he served as director of  marketing, vice 
president and then president. A 1973 UPJ 
economics graduate, Bross and his wife 
recently established the Bross Family 
Scholarship in Business at Pitt-Johnstown.

• Stephen G. Zamias Sr., owner and 
vice chairman of  Zamias Services.

• John J. Polacek Jr., CEO of  JWF 
Defense Systems and JWF Industries. 

• Douglas R. Weimer, a museum/his-
toric preservation consultant/volunteer. A 
retired attorney, his career included serving 
as a legislative attorney with the Library of  
Congress and staff  attorney with the U.S. 
Securities and Exchange Commission. He 
is a 1975 graduate of  Pitt-Johnstown. He 
established the Reid A. Weimer Memo-
rial Scholarship in honor of  his father, a 
Somerset County educator and community 
activist.

LEARNING RESEARCH 
AND DEVELOPMENT CENTER 

Director and Distinguished University 
Professor of  Psychology Charles Perfetti 
was named one of  the top 10 highest-cited 
American scholars in education and the 
most influential in the area of  reading, 
according to a report from the Brookings 
Institute. 

LRDC senior scientist and Depart-
ment of  Psychology faculty member John 
Levine has been awarded an honorary 
doctorate from the University of  Lausanne, 
Switzerland.

Christian Schunn, LRDC senior 
scientist and Department of  Psychology 
faculty member, received the Design Stud-
ies Award 2015 for his publication, “Do the 
Best Ideas (Really) Come From Conceptu-
ally Distant Sources of  Inspiration?” which 
was published in Design Studies. Schunn 
co-published the article with his former 
graduate student Joel Chan and Steven 
Dow, both at Carnegie Mellon University.

LRDC research associate Klaus Lib-
ertus has received the 2016 Innovation in 
Autism Research Award from the Interna-
tional Society for Autism Research for his 
study on the relation between sitting and 
language skills and the application of  this 
research to infants at high risk for autism.

MEDICINE
The Department of  Computational and 

Systems Biology welcomed a new senior 
systems administrator, Xiaohu (Michael) 
Li. He most recently worked at Sandia 
National Laboratories, where he was a post-
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doctoral fellow in computational chemistry 
at the Combustion Research Facility. Li has 
a PhD in chemical physics from Indiana 
University-Bloomington. 

Ivet Bahar, faculty member in compu-
tational and systems biology, was invited 
to participate in a workshop and give a 
talk at the White House for the National 
Strategic Computing Initiative (NSCI), 
created in 2015 to maximize the benefits 
of  high-performance computing. Bahar 
participated in the meeting as one of  three 
invited speakers from academia, present-
ing her perspective on the state-of-the-art 
in computational biology and using her 
NIH-funded Biomedical Technology and 
Research Center’s focus as a lens. She 
discussed current challenges that could be 
addressed by exascale computing through 
NSCI.

New faculty members in the School of  
Medicine include: 

• Nathan Urban, professor and associ-
ate chair of  neurobiology, vice provost for 
special projects, associate director of  the 
University of  Pittsburgh Brain Institute 
and co-director of  the joint Pitt-Carnegie 
Mellon University Center for Neural Basis 
of  Cognition. Urban received a PhD in 
neuroscience from Pitt and completed a 
postdoctoral fellowship at the Max Planck 
Institute for Medical Research in Germany. 
Among his research interests are physiologi-
cal and computational analyses of  neural 
circuit function and the development and 
application of  physiological and optical 
techniques to facilitate studies, including 
of  the olfactory bulb.

• Christopher Donnelly, assistant 
professor of  neurobiology, is an ALS 
researcher recruited from Johns Hopkins. 
He has joined the University of  Pittsburgh 
Brain Institute and its Live Like Lou Center 
for ALS Research.

• Timothy Hand, assistant professor 
of  pediatrics, specializes in gastrointestinal 
immunology. He is a scholar in the Rich-
ard King Mellon Foundation Institute for 
Pediatric Research at Children’s Hospital 
of  Pittsburgh of  UPMC.

• Kayhan Batmanghelich, assistant 
professor in biomedical informatics, was 
a postdoctoral associate in the Computer 
Science and Artificial Intelligence Lab at the 
Massachusetts Institute of  Technology. He 
obtained his PhD in electrical and systems 
engineering from Penn. His expertise is in 
developing statistical modeling techniques 
for the emerging research field of  imaging 
genetics (radiogenomics), and also com-
bining medical image data with precision 
medicine guiding information in a patient’s 
clinical report.

• Uma Chandran, visiting research 
associate professor in biomedical informat-
ics, has experience in both bench research 
and bioinformatics and co-directs the 
Cancer Bioinformatics Service, a trans-
lational core service at the University of  
Pittsburgh Cancer Institute and the newly 
established Genomic Analysis Core for 
the School of  Medicine. She is a member 
of  Pittsburgh Genome Resource Reposi-
tory, a regulatory, hardware and software 
infrastructure for data and projects in breast 
and lung cancers. 

NURSING
The school has named Catherine 

Bender its inaugural holder of  the 
Nancy Glunt Hoffman Endowed Chair 
in Oncology Nursing. Bender, an oncol-
ogy researcher, has been a nursing faculty 
member for 30 years, with additional 
appointments at the Cancer Institute and 
the Clinical and Translational Science 
Institute. 

New faculty in the school include:
• Virginia Allison, part-time assistant 

professor in the Department of  Health 
Promotion and Development, who earned 
her Doctor of  Nursing Practice, MSN and 
BSN from Pitt and is a nurse practitioner 
with the Pittsburgh Board of  Education. 
Her research explores identifying symp-
toms of  depression and anxiety in students 
in the school setting.

• Mark Cantrell, assistant professor 
in the Department of  Health and Com-
munity Systems, who received his Doctor 
of  Nursing Practice from Pitt, majoring in 
nursing administration. His DNP project 
was “The Health Connections Center: 
An Academic-community Partnership to 
Address the Health and Resource Needs of  
Individuals Experiencing Food Insecurity.”

• Jill Radtke Demirci, assistant profes-
sor in health promotion and development, 
who was a postdoctoral fellow in the School 
of  Medicine’s Department of  Pediatrics 
and received her PhD from Pitt’s nursing 
school. Her clinical and research interests 
involve breastfeeding issues in premature 
and vulnerable populations, low breast 
milk supply management and diagnosis, 
as well as perceptual and communicative 
barriers to breastfeeding continuation and 
exclusivity.

• Jacob Kariuki, assistant professor 
in health and community systems, who 
earned his PhD in nursing at the University 
of  Massachusetts. There he also earned 
his master’s degree and a post-master’s 
certificate as an adult-gerontology nurse 
practitioner.

• Linda Reid Kelly, assistant professor 
in the Department of  Acute and Tertiary 

Care, who has held multiple positions with 
UPMC, including unit director and clinical 
instructor, as well as her current role as a 
manager of  risk management. She earned 
her MSN at Pitt and her JD at Duquesne 
University. She has been a part-time faculty 
member in the school for several years. 

• Kelly Kenny, part-time instructor in 
acute and tertiary care, who is a nurse prac-
titioner in UPMC Presbyterian’s emergency 
department. She earned her MSN at Carlow. 

• Mitchell Knisely, postdoctoral 
scholar in the Department of  Health Pro-
motion and Development, who completed 
his doctoral studies in nursing science at 
Indiana University. He is board-certified in 
pain management and as an adult health 
clinical nurse specialist. 

• Christina Lauderman, part-time 
instructor in acute and tertiary care, who 
is a registered nurse and nurse educator at 
UPMC Mercy. She earned her MSN in nurse 
education at Robert Morris University. 

• Faith Luyster, assistant professor 
in the Department of  Health and Com-
munity Systems, who came to Pitt as a 
postdoctoral scholar after earning her PhD 
in experimental health psychology at Kent 
State. She then became a member of  the 
research faculty. Her research focuses on 
the impact of  sleep disorders on health 
outcomes and treatment management in 
chronic disorders. 

• Nancy Niemczyk, assistant professor 
of  health promotion and development, who 
earned her PhD at Pitt’s Graduate School 
of  Public Health, completing training pro-
grams in cardiovascular and reproductive, 
perinatal and pediatric epidemiology. She 
helped create a freestanding birth center 
at Allegheny General Hospital and was the 
founding director of  the Midwife Center 
for Birth and Women’s Health. 

• Marci Nilsen, assistant professor of  
acute and tertiary care, who earned her 
BSN, MSN and PhD in the school. She 
received a National Hartford Centers of  
Gerontological Nursing Excellence Claire 
M. Fagin Fellowship to support her post-
doctoral work here. 

• Barbara Usher, associate professor in 
the Department of  Health and Community 
Systems, who worked as a programmatic 
clinical nurse specialist at UPMC Presby-
terian, specializing in palliative and end-of-
life care, policy and procedures. She also 
had been an adjunct faculty member in 
the school for several years. Her research 
looks at spiritual care at the end of  life and 
during serious illnesses, as well as clinical 
and economic aspects of  palliative care. 

Nursing faculty honors include:
• Rose Constantino received the 

American Nurses Association’s Jessie M. 

Scott Award, which recognizes a nurse who 
has made an outstanding accomplishment 
in a field of  practice, education or research 
that demonstrates the interdependence of  
these elements and their significance for 
the improvement of  nursing and health 
care. Constantino also was recognized by 
the Institute of  International Education’s 
Council for International Exchange of  
Scholars with a Fulbright award to visit 
Jordan in the coming year.

• Yvette Conley was selected as an 
honorary fellow of  the American Academy 
of  Nursing. The academy recognizes indi-
viduals who are not eligible for membership 
as a regular fellow for their extraordinary 
contributions to nursing and health. Conley 
was honored for building the capacity of  
nurse scientists to incorporate molecular 
genomics into their programs of  research.

• Annette DeVito Dabbs was selected 
for the year-long health and aging policy fel-
lows program, a national competition that 
selects participants based on their commit-
ment to health and aging issues, leadership 
potential and interest in impacting policy.  

• Julius Kitutu, assistant dean for 
student affairs and alumni relations, was 
appointed to the Commission on Nurse 
Certification board of  commissioners for 
a three-year term. It is an autonomous 
governing body of  the American Associa-
tion of  Colleges of  Nursing.

• Michael Neft and Michael Beach 
will be inducted as fellows in the American 
Academy of  Nursing at the organization’s 
annual conference in October. They were 
selected for significant contributions to 
nursing and health care and the manner 
in which their careers have influenced 
health policies and the public’s health and 
wellbeing.

Betty Braxter has been appointed 
director of  the Bachelor of  Science in 
Nursing program. She has taught both 
didactic and clinical courses, focusing on 
nursing care of  mothers and newborns. A 
faculty member here since 2007, Braxter 
earned her PhD in nursing at Pitt. 

Masello Mulato, of  Lesotho, will be 
joining the school as a fellow of  the Mandela 
Washington Fellowship for Young African 
Leaders program. It is the flagship program 
of  President Obama’s Young African Lead-
ers Initiative, which empowers outstanding 
young leaders from sub-Saharan Africa 
through academic coursework, leadership 
training and networking. 

PHARMACY
New faculty in the school include:
• Peng Yang, assistant professor in the 

Department of  Pharmaceutical Sciences, 
who conducts research focused on design 
and structure-activity relationship studies 
of  selective cannabinoid receptor 2 ligands 
for cancer and drug abuse, novel p62-ZZ 
domain inhibitors for multiple myeloma 
and osteoporosis, and p18 small molecule 
chemical probes for hematopoietic stem 
cells expansion. He was recently a principal 
scientist for Bioduro. Yang received his 
PhD in medicinal chemistry from Tsinghua 
University. 

• Lorin Grieve, instructor in the 
Department of  Pharmacy and Thera-
peutics, who completed a post-graduate 
fellowship in clinical simulation at the VA 
Pittsburgh Healthcare System and has 
expertise in the gamification of  education. 
He is a Pitt pharmacy graduate.

•Inmaculada Hernandez, assistant 
professor in the Department of  Phar-
macy and Therapeutics, who earned her 
PharmD from the University of  Navarra, 
Spain, and completed clinical training at 
North Middlesex University Hospital and 
Green Light Pharmacy, both in London. 

Mike Drazdzinski/Photographic Services
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What’s new
She also recently completed her PhD at the 
Graduate School of  Public Health. She will 
expand her research on the use of  large 
databases in comparative effectiveness and 
outcomes research.   

SCHOOLS OF 
THE HEALTH SCIENCES

Don Taylor has been named to the 
newly created position of  assistant vice 
chancellor for commercial translation in 
the Health Sciences. He is an associate 
professor in the Department of  Biomedical 
Informatics, with secondary appointments 
in plastic surgery and in the Swanson 
school’s Department of  Bioengineering. 
He also is co-director of  the Center for 
Commercial Applications of  Healthcare 
Data. His responsibilities include working 
across the six Health Sciences schools to 
accelerate commercial translation of  Pitt’s 
discoveries and inventions, grow academic/
industry partnerships, secure commercial 
translation grant opportunities and help 
train the next generation of  translational 
development students, staff  and faculty. 
Taylor served as CEO of  healthStratica, 
LLC, and as an executive-in-residence at 
the Pittsburgh Life Sciences Greenhouse. 
His basic research investigates mechanisms 
of  breast cancer metastatic latency through 
computational models and all-human, 3-D 
perfused microscale tissue bioreactors. 
Taylor received his MS and PhD degrees 
in bioengineering from the Swanson school 
and an MBA from the Katz Graduate 
School of  Business, and conducted post-
doctoral research in the School of  Medi-
cine’s Department of  Pathology. 

STUDENT AFFAIRS
Melissa “Missy” Taylor has been 

appointed clinical director for the Uni-
versity Counseling Center. She provides 
primary oversight of  the day-to-day clinical 
operations of  the center, is responsible for 
quality control in the delivery of  mental 
health services, and provides direct con-
sultation to the center’s mental health 
professional staff  with respect to their 
mental health interventions. Taylor comes 
from the VA Medical Center in Lexington, 
Kentucky. Prior to that, she served for 
nine years as the assistant director of  the 
University Counseling Center and coordi-
nator of  prevention services at the Eastern 
Kentucky University Counseling Center. 

The University Counseling Center has 
added other staff  members, including Jay 
Deiters, staff  psychologist; Kelli Lampe, 
outreach coordinator; Betsy Callomon, 
drug and alcohol specialist; Rayna Gross, 
case manager; and Rocco Vallecorsa, 
counselor. Megan Yetzer and Janelle 
Maloch also have joined the team as 
postdoctoral fellows.

Meridia Sanders has joined Student 
Affairs as coordinator of  first-year pro-
grams. She has served as an academic 
adviser and co-chair of  Equipoise at 
the University. Sanders previously was a 
graduate assistant and career counselor at 
Slippery Rock University. 

Several newcomers have joined the 
Residence Life staff: DaVaughn Vincent-
Bryan, assistant director for residential 
programming; Eddie Macham, residence 
hall area coordinator; resident directors 
Jonathan Richards (Tower A), Katy 
Lucci (Holland Hall) and Justin Vallorani 
(Pennsylvania Hall).  

The Office of  Disability Resources and 
Services has hired two disability specialists, 
Danielle Dzvonick and Amy Arnold. 
Disability specialists assist with the imple-
mentation of  reasonable accommodations 
for students with physical, cognitive, psychi-

atric, visual and chronic illnesses. They work 
with students with disabilities to ensure 
access to the physical, educational and 
programmatic activities of  the University.  
They also work individually with students 
to determine eligibility, monitor academic 
progress, provide case management and 
disseminate information. 

TITUSVILLE
Nathan Ward has joined the Pitt-

Titusville student affairs staff  as assistant 
director of  residence life and judicial 
affairs. Ward most recently directed the 
Office of  College Diversity at King’s Col-
lege in Wilkes-Barre; he previously served 
in student life divisions at Saint Francis 
University, Ursinus College, Shawnee State 
University and Duquesne University. He 
earned a master’s degree in education at 
Duquesne. He also holds a certificate in 
evangelical studies from the Word of  Faith 
Biblical Institute of  Pittsburgh.

UNIVERSITY CENTER 
FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDIES

Ian McLaughlin joined UCIS in the 
newly created position of  global opera-
tions support manager. He will facilitate 
and assist international activities for faculty 
and staff. He is the contact person for the 
Global Operations Support website, which 
provides a gateway to pertinent informa-
tion regarding international research and 
business processes. He also is a liaison 
with International SOS, which provides 
emergency travel assistance, trip registra-
tion and evacuation services.  

Angelina Cotler  i s  the new 
associate director of  the Center for  
Latin American Studies (CLAS). Her 
responsibilities include managing faculty 
and graduate student research grants and 
Latin American social and public policy 
fellows; supervising CLAS publications, 
website and communications; and engag-
ing with faculty, students, staff, businesses 
and community members.  Cotler spent 12 
years as senior associate director of  the 
Center for Latin American and Caribbean 
Studies at the University of  Illinois Urbana-
Champaign, where she received her PhD 
in sociocultural anthropology.

For the second year in a row, the Afri-
can studies program received funding 
for a Fulbright foreign language teaching 
assistant for the academic year. Kelvin 
Ogelo, from Kenya, will assist in Swahili 
language classes while also taking courses 
to increase his English language proficiency 
and knowledge of  American culture. He 
also will head Pitt’s Swahili Club, which 
provides a forum for students to practice 
their language skills, discuss Africa-related 
issues and engage in cultural exchanges.

The Less Commonly Taught Languages 
Center has hired Filipo Lubua from Tan-
zania as a full-time Swahili instructor.  He 
will be responsible for teaching beginner-
level Swahili language courses.

Emily Rook-Koepsel has joined the 
Asian Studies Center as assistant director 
of  academic affairs, replacing Katherine 
Carlitz. Rook-Koepsel completed her PhD 
in South Asian history at the University 
of  Minnesota and has been serving as the 
Wick Cary Assistant Professor of  South 
Asian History at the University of  Okla-
homa, where she also was the coordinator 
of  Asian studies and Asian study abroad.

The Global Studies Center has named 
sociology faculty member Jackie Smith a 
global studies faculty fellow for academic 
year 2017. The yearlong fellowship provides 
an opportunity for a global studies faculty 

member to implement a major project.  
Smith will host a yearlong project, Human 
Rights, Cities and Globalization, which 
kicks off  this fall with a housing summit to 
bring together scholars, community leaders 
and activists working to promote greater 
access to affordable housing and to con-
tribute to discussions about globalization 
and urban social movements. 

The Global Studies Center has hired 
Lisa Bromberg as assistant director of  
outreach to work with educators across 
the Greater Pittsburgh area. Bromberg 
earned her PhD in French studies from 
Penn, where she taught intermediate and 
advanced language and culture courses 
and explored research questions pertaining 
to French identity, nationalism and exile. 
Prior to pursuing doctoral work, she taught 
middle and high school French in New 
York and spent three years studying and 
teaching in France. 

Two scholars from Central Asia will join 
Pitt as UCIS postdoctoral fellows in Rus-
sian and East European studies in 2016-18:

• Ainur Begim, a 2016 PhD from 
Yale’s anthropology department, conducts 
research on how the Kazakh state, pension 
funds and citizens conceptualize, prepare 
for and finance retirement amidst economic 
and political uncertainty. Her fieldwork 
advances conversations across three bodies 
of  scholarship: literature on states and 
markets, the anthropology of  oil and social 
studies of  finance (an offshoot of  science 
and technology studies). At Pitt, Begim will 
offer courses cross-listed in anthropology 
and GSPIA.  She is developing a research 
project based on data on post-socialist 
entrepreneurs in Kazakhstan, which has 
potential to dovetail with projects in the 
Katz Graduate School of  Business. 

• Patryk Reid, who completed his PhD 
in history at the University of  Illinois-
Urbana this year, studies the material 
foundation of  the USSR in Central Asia 
by analyzing the introduction of  trans-
portation and commodity chain in Tajiki-
stan as a Soviet state-building tactic. His 
work contributes to an understanding of  
Soviet statehood, empire, geographic and 
environmental history, and postcolonial 
economic development.  At Pitt, Reid will 
teach the REES capstone seminar and his 
newly designed course, Silk Roads of  the 
Common Era: Material Histories of  Central 
Eurasia, in the history department.

UNIVERSITY CENTER 
FOR TEACHING AND LEARNING

New staff  in the University Center 
for Teaching and Learning (formerly the 
Center for Instructional Development and 
Distance Education), include: instructional 
technologists Robert Ackerman and 
Amanda Piccolini; instructional designers 
Robin Florentin, Rae Mancilla, John 
Radzilowicz and Timothy Strasser; 
media specialist Meagan Koleck; pro-
gram coordinator Laura McCarthy-Blatt; 
media producer Brittany Page; and testing 
assistants Emily Sekine, Brandon Styer 
and Eric Weaver.

Aimee Obidzinski Colabine Beatty is 
now the manager of  Photographic Services.

SOCIAL WORK
Chalis Henderson and Esohe Osai 

are working on the newly created Pitt-
assisted communities and schools (PACS) 
program. Henderson serves as the director 
of  University resources and is responsible 
for cultivating Pitt resources and securing 
outside funding and resources for PACS 
programming. Osai serves as director of  
services, operating as a liaison in the com-
munity, and is responsible for strategically 
deploying and coordinating University 

resources in the program’s partner schools.

The school welcomes assistant pro-
fessor Darren Whitfield, who received 
his MSW and PhD in social work from 
the University of  Denver. Whitfield has 
more than 10 years of  experience work-
ing in the HIV/AIDS field. His primary 
research focus is on understanding the 
impact of  psychosocial, sociocultural and 
structural factors on HIV acquisition and 
care outcomes for gay, bisexual, queer and 
same-gender-loving men of  color.

New lecturer Toya Jones is a graduate 
of  Pitt’s MSW program and has teach-
ing experience at the postsecondary and 
secondary levels with students diverse in 
age, ability and cultural background. Jones 
works with individuals, groups and fami-
lies affected by crime; ex-offenders; and 
facilitates psycho-educational trainings for 
professionals and community residents.

Finance manager Bridget Ridge comes 
to the School of  Social Work with more than 
15 years of  experience in various leader-
ship and financial roles. Ridge earned her 
Master’s of  Public Policy and Management 
from GSPIA.

UNIVERSITY LIBRARY SYSTEM
A dozen new librarians have joined ULS:
• Meaghan Alston is an archivist in 

special collections and preservation.
• Catherine Baldwin is an instruction 

services librarian at Pitt-Bradford.
• Zachary Brodt is a records manager 

at the Archives Service Center.
• Lauren Collister is a scholarly 

communications librarian in information 
technology.

• William Daw is curator for the Curtis 
Theatre Collection in special collections.

• Kathleen Donahoe is the Nor-
denberg project archivist in the Archives 
Service Center.

• Kiana Gonzalez is a visiting librarian 
in the Frick Fine Arts Library.

• Abigail Gulya is a general cataloger 
in technical services.

• Alice Kalinowski and Christopher 
Lemery are liaison librarians in research 
and educational support.

• Renee Kiner is a public service librar-
ian at Pitt-Greensburg.

• Tianni Wang is a librarian in the East 
Asian Library.

ULS also has added new staff  mem-
bers:    

• Michelle Bradbury is an electronic 
publications associate in information 
technology.

• Laura Brooks is a library associate 
in the Archives Service Center.

• Poonam Dhillon is an administrative 
support specialist in administrative services.

• Diana Dill is an instructional designer 
in research and educational support.

• Mary Kafferlin is a library specialist 
at Pitt-Bradford.

• Heajin Kim is a library senior special-
ist in the catalog management unit.

• Heidi Leeper is the Hillman evening 
building supervisor in research and educa-
tional support.

• Edward Lewis is a library storage 
clerk in research and educational support.

• Ethan Marek is a library specialist at 
Pitt-Titusville.

• Jaime Peer is a library specialist in 
research and educational support.

• Alex Toner is a records manager in 
the Archives Service Center.

• Alyssa Warnick-Hesse is a data 
analyst in administrative services.

• Nancy Watson is a research associate 
and Thornburgh archivist in the Archives 
Service Center.                                         n
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PLACES
ARTS AND SCIENCES

The Department of  Classics has 
moved to 1501 Cathedral of  Learning. 

The German department is settling 
into its new suite of  offices in 1518 Cathe-
dral of  Learning. The department recently 
moved after 30 years on the 14th floor.

The Department of  Slavic Lan-
guages and Literatures moved in August 
to 1228 Cathedral of  Learning.

BRADFORD
Pitt-Bradford’s Hanley Library now 

features a Starbucks café.

Also new at UPB is a Systems, Net-
works and Projects (SNAP) computer 
lab in the Hangar Building. The computer 
lab enables computer information systems 
and technology students to simulate the 
server setup of  a small business. It was 
made possible by gifts of  $1 million each 
from Zippo Manufacturing Co. and UPB 
president emeritus Richard E. McDowell.

BUSINESS
The College of  Business Administration 

has created an international programs 
suite in Sennott Square to provide under-
graduate business students with a central-
ized location for the school’s international 
programs resources. The suite includes 
space for the director and two program 
managers.

The David Berg Center for Ethics 
and Leadership, part of  the Katz Gradu-
ate School of  Business and College of  

Business Administration, has opened an 
office in Sennott Square. The new space is 
in addition to the program’s existing space 
in Mervis Hall. 

ENGINEERING
The Swanson School of  Engineering 

marked the completion of  the $150 mil-

lion renovation to Benedum Hall with a 
“Building a Better Future” celebration in 
May, hosted by Chancellor Patrick Gal-
lagher and Dean Gerald Holder.

The University and the Swanson school 
are set to begin an expansion of  engineer-
ing, energy research and entrepreneur-
ship at the Energy Innovation Center (EIC) 
in Pittsburgh’s Hill District to provide 
more flexible, large-scale space for energy 
research and to encourage partnerships 
with industry.

The 18,600-square-foot laboratory and 
incubator will occupy more than one-fourth 
of  the EIC’s central lab area, making Pitt 
the largest tenant. 

The EIC, developed by Pittsburgh Gate-
ways Corp. in the former Connelley Trade 
School, is designed to engage corporate 
and community leaders, align workforce 
development and education, develop and 
demonstrate technology and incubate 
businesses to support emerging clean and 
sustainable energy markets. 

The Fischione Instruments Elec-
tron Microscopy Sample Preparation 
Laboratory has been established through 
a five-year partnership with E.A. Fischione 
Instruments. The company designs and 
manufactures sample preparation tech-
nologies for electron microscopy and 
microanalysis research. 

The Fischione lab will be housed in the 
Department of  Mechanical Engineering 
and Materials Science’s Materials Micro-
Characterization Lab and will enable 
collaborative research between Pitt and 
Fischione Instruments. The partnership 
includes equipment purchased by Pitt 
from Fischione Instruments, as well as 
engineering support and expertise from 
the company. 

According to faculty member Jörg 
M. Wiezorek, who directs the Materials 
Micro-Characterization Lab, the ability to 
conduct high-quality research involving 
microstructural and microanalytical stud-
ies by electron microscopy and ion- and 
X-ray beam methods relies on the ability 
to prepare clean, artifact-free specimens.

 As part of  a partnership with ANSYS, 
the University is opening a 1,200-square-
foot additive manufacturing lab in the 
Swanson school. The ANSYS Additive 
Manufacturing Research Laboratory is 

equipped with some of  the most advanced 
additive manufacturing devices that utilize 
metals, alloys, polymers and other materi-
als to laser print components for nearly 
every industry. 

The partnership also will support fac-
ulty and students conducting collaborative 
research with ANSYS and other industry 
partners, including those in the biomedical, 
aerospace and defense industries. Lab work-
ers will have access to the ANSYS portfolio, 
enabling them to explore, simulate and 
analyze solutions for stress and fatigue on 
critical components that go into products 
such as airplanes, cars and medical devices.  

FACILITIES MANAGEMENT
Facilities Management has undertaken 

numerous projects on the Pittsburgh 
campus. Among them:

• The Petersen Events Center has 
added Freshens Burrito Bowl and Pizza 
Hut to its food court. In addition, the 
Sub Connection in The Pete’s food court 
received a facelift this summer.

• Recent renovations for the Depart-
ment of  Geology in the Space Research 
Coordination Center include lab 103 and 
converting room 305 into a computational 
lab. In addition, offices 310, 311, 517 and  
528 and lab 519 were renovated to accom-
modate additional faculty.   

• The Innovation Institute, founded 
to advance the University’s successes in 
entrepreneurship, commercialization and 
economic development, has moved into 
renovated space in the Gardner Steel 
Conference Center. Interior improvements 
include new ceiling, wall and floor finishes, 
along with mechanical and electrical and 
current code compliance upgrades.  The 
Innovation Institute will show off  its new 
offices at an open house Sept. 14, 4-6 p.m.

• The recently acquired Forbes Craig 
student apartments were upgraded with 
new heating systems and controls. Two 
new boilers and associated equipment and 
controls were installed and all existing hot 
water radiant systems were removed.    

• Trees Hall varsity area locker 
room facilities were renovated. A new 
team space was created with easy access 
to the pool deck. Recreational locker 
rooms and restrooms in Trees Hall also 
were renovated to include ADA-compliant 
bathrooms, showers and lockers. Both areas 
were upgraded with new heating, cooling 
and electrical systems, new floors and ceil-Construction of steps at UPT’s Broadhurst Science Center

The swimming flume at the Neuromuscular Research Laboratory/Warrior Human Performance Research Center
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What’s new
ings, lockers, toilet and shower facilities. 

• As part of  the recent drainage system 
upgrades to the Cathedral of  Learning lawn, 
a rain garden was created to manage the 
runoff  of  the system in an environmentally 
sustainable manner by allowing it to filter 
through natural vegetation. The rain garden 
area also includes a perimeter stone border 
and seating area.

• Cathedral of  Learning classrooms 
232 and 332 were renovated this summer. 

HEALTH AND 
REHABILITATION SCIENCES 

The Neuromuscular Research 
Laboratory/Warrior Human Perfor-
mance Research Center has moved to 
Rivertech Office Works on South Water 
Street, South Side. The 11,600-square-foot 
laboratory houses motion analysis systems 
for specific task and sport analyses with 
defined areas for sports physiology, body 
composition, proprioception, postural 
stability and strength assessments. It 
includes a swimming flume, dual-energy 
X-ray absorptiometry capabilities and a 
biochemistry laboratory. The new build-
ing also features faculty offices as well as 
a conference center and classroom for 
the Department of  Sports Medicine and 
Nutrition’s classes.

HOUSING
Elevators in Sutherland Hall East 

and West have been modernized using the 
CompassPlus system. As in the Cathedral 
of  Learning, riders request their desired 
floor before entering the elevator and are 
directed to a specific elevator based on 
their request. 

The Sutherland Hall lobbies were 
renovated this summer. Each features a 
fireplace, a mounted television, new fur-
niture and a charging station. Sutherland’s 
laundry facilities also were upgraded. 

HUMAN RESOURCES
Human Resources has implemented a 

compliance center for the collection of  
employment information for new hires, 
including all student and staff  hires, as well 
as All-Temps hires. A compliance center 
for faculty and other academic hires will 
be created over the next several months. 

JOHNSTOWN
At Pitt-Johnstown, construction is 

underway on a redesign and renovation 
of  the John P. Murtha Engineering and 
Science Building, which will house UPJ’s 
engineering program and provide the space 
and technology to promote the campus’s 
STEM curriculum. 

The building will feature a new design/
build lab and magnetics lab, additional 
faculty offices, student lounge space and 
collaboration spaces for engineering and 
chemistry students.

In addition, space for engineering and 
chemistry programs will be expanded, 
including three new teaching labs and two 
new research labs for chemistry, and 15 
teaching labs, an expanded computer lab 
and additional classrooms for engineering. 

Substantial interior renovations were 
made to the biology and pre-medical 
sciences academic center. The $1.9 
million project involved the renovation of  
5,720 square feet of  space in Krebs Hall, 
creating five new teaching and research 
laboratories as well as more than a dozen 
new faculty offices. 

The biology areas, as well as the renova-
tions underway in chemistry and engineer-
ing, will fulfill a strategic commitment to 
overhaul or renovate and redesign UPJ’s 
teaching and learning spaces and upgrade 
associated instructional technologies. 

Construction is underway on the John 
P. Murtha Center for Public Policy and 
National Competitiveness, which will 
provide a multipurpose space on campus 
for hosting workshops, academic symposia, 

student assemblies and public debates.

UPJ’s 140-bed College Park Apart-
ments are slated for a $6.5 million reno-
vation. 

The project includes: a new heating 
and air conditioning system; roofing; 
windows; Wi-Fi; kitchens and flooring 
in apartments not previously renovated; 
bathroom upgrades; new lighting and 
carpeting in corridors and lobby; sprinklers 
and updated fire protection; renovation of  
selected apartments for ADA accessibility; 
removal of  balconies; and repairs to the 
exterior facade. 

Plans are underway to create a Learn-
ing Commons on the Owen Library first 
floor. The renovated space will create an 
area for group or individual study. 

An emphasis on technology resources, 
including those related to information lit-
eracy and online research databases, will 
enable students to access library resources 
and to utilize a wide range of  digital and 
virtual learning tools.

LEARNING RESEARCH 
AND DEVELOPMENT CENTER

Central China Normal University’s 
Chancellor Ma Min has established a 
formal partnership between CCNU and 

Pitt. The goal is to promote international 
collaborations in innovative educational 
research between Pitt’s LRDC and CCNU’s 
National Engineering Research Center for 
E-Learning (NERCEL). Established by the 
Chinese Ministry of  Science and Technol-
ogy, NERCEL is China’s only national 
research center in the field of  education. 
Its strength is the development of  digital 
technology for use across schools in China. 

PUBLIC HEALTH
The newly renovated southern half  of  

Parran Hall includes bright, contemporary 
offices, conference rooms and seminar 
spaces, plus an expanded commons area. 
A café/coffee bar will open later this year. 
The final round of  demolition to the 
northern half  of  Parran Hall is scheduled 
to begin this fall, with completion expected 
in early 2018.

TITUSVILLE
Construction on the steps of  Broad-

hurst Science Center has begun. 

UNIVERSITY HONORS COLLEGE
The University Honors College has 

expanded its central offices to include 
the 37th floor of  the Cathedral of  Learn-
ing. The offices for national scholarship 
advising and pre-health profession advising 
have been relocated there.

UNIVERSITY LIBRARY SYSTEM
ULS is debuting a reservable, easy-

to-use video recording studio this fall. 
The One Button Video Recording Studio, 
located on the ground floor of  Hillman 
Library, allows for high-quality video 
production with no need for technical 
knowledge, nor for having to adjust light-
ing or camera settings. 

To learn more, visit www.library.pitt.
edu/one-button.

Hillman’s ground floor service desk has 
been named the Donald S. Wood Service 
Desk following a gift from Wood, a Pitt 
alumnus. Construction on a reconfigured, 
user-friendly service point is scheduled to 
begin soon. 

UNIVERSITY STORE ON FIFTH
The store has expanded its technology 

department and updated the CSSD techni-
cal support area with a new check-in desk, 
digital screen, workstations and seating.n

Kimberly K. Barlow/University Times
One of Sutherland Hall’s renovated lobbies

The Innovation Institute’s new offices in Gardner Steel Conference Center
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ARTS AND SCIENCES

The National Center for Women & 
Information Technology selected Pitt’s 
Women in Computer Science (WiCS) 
group for a $3,000 student seed fund 
award sponsored by Google. The award 
is given to student groups for women in 
computing and IT programs that increase 
women’s confidence and technical skills 
and empower students to actively recruit 
and mentor other women. The award will 
help support WiCS’s mission to become 
an Association of  Computing Machinery 
for Women chapter. 

In spring 2017, undergraduate majors 
in the Department of  Religious Studies 
will be able to structure their coursework 
around a set of  dynamic “thematic clusters” 
that will offer the opportunity to delve 
deeply into specific questions. Whether 
students are most fascinated by the inter-
sections between religion and medicine; 
the role that religion plays in politics, social 
justice or environmental concerns; the 
relationship between religion and creative 
expression; or the religious aspects of  
philosophical or ethical questions, the newly 
designed major enables the investigation 
of  these ideas comprehensively and from 
a variety of  perspectives. For information 
visit www.religiousstudies.pitt.edu/under-
graduate/major.php. 

The Department of  Theatre Arts will 
open its season with “Intimate Apparel” 
Oct. 6-16 in the Henry Heymann Theatre. 
Show times are 8 p.m. Tuesdays-Saturdays 
and 2 p.m. Sundays. Rounding out the 
season are: “Hair,” Nov. 10-20; “25th 
Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee,” Feb. 
9-19, 2017; “Baltimore,” March 29-April 
9, 2017; and “Peter and the Starcatcher,” 
March 29-April 9, 2017. For tickets and 
information, visit www.play.pitt.edu.

Theatre arts now offers an advanced 
play practicum, instructed this term by 
Kathy George. The course is designed for 
theatre artists (playwrights, directors and 
actors) to perform scripts produced by 
students in Playwriting I/II classes. Teams 
will perform seated and staged readings at 
lunchtime venues throughout the term. 

In the linguistics department, stu-
dents now can explore both ends of  the 
language spectrum — the creation and 
evolution of  language, and how languages 
die — through two courses, Language and 
the Internet and Endangered and Dying 
Languages.  

Dietrich school students can earn an 
18-credit sustainability certificate by 
completing the engineering courses Intro-
duction to Sustainability and Current Issues 
in Sustainability and the geology course 
Atmosphere, Oceans and Climate, in addi-
tion to three electives, only one of  which 
may be in the student’s major department. 

Programs have been revised in the his-
tory of  art and architecture, studio arts 
and English literature majors and the 
Arabic language and linguistics certifi-
cate program. For information visit www.
asundergrad.pitt.edu/majors-minors-and-
certificates.

The University has established the 
Center for African American Poetry 
and Poetics (www.caapp.pitt.edu/) to 
highlight, promote and share the poetry 
and poetic work of  African-American writ-
ers. The center is a creative think tank for 
African-American and African diasporic 
poetries and poetics and also is a space for 
collaboration among writers, scholars and 
other artists thinking through black poetics 
as a field that investigates the contemporary 

moment as it is impacted by historical, 
artistic and social repressions and their 
respondent social justice movements. The 
center emerged from a meeting with Pitt 
poetry professors Terrance Hayes, Dawn 
Lundy Martin and Yona Harvey that was 
initiated by English chair Don Bialostosky. 

The Department of  French and 
Italian Languages and Literatures will 
present a lecture and roundtable series, 
“European Literature in the 19th Century: 
Between Nation and Market.” Building on 
the coordination of  graduate-level courses 
in French and in Italian, the initiative, 
organized by faculty members Giusep-
pina Mecchia and Francesca Savoia, will 
welcome scholars Olivier Delers of  the 
University of  Richmond Sept. 14-16 and 
Gabriella Romani of  Seton Hall Oct. 20-22. 
A concluding roundtable will be held on 
Dec. 2 within the Pitt modern languages 
community and will feature Jonathan Arac  
of  English and the Humanities Center,  
John Lyon of  German, Jonathan Platt of  
Slavic languages and literatures, Ron Zboray 
of  communication, and Italian Fulbright 
distinguished lecturer Marco Cucculelli, an 
Italian political economist housed in the 
College of  Business Administration. For 
information visit www.frenchanditalian.
pitt.edu/.

Students majoring in Chinese and 
Japanese now can earn departmental 
honors by fulfilling the following criteria:

• A GPA of  3.5 in the major and 3.0 
overall at the end of  the junior year and 
maintained until graduation.

• Demonstrated language proficiency 
(oral proficiency interview, reading and 
speaking) of  advanced-low/intermediate 
high at the time of  graduation.

• A research project, which customarily 
takes place over three terms and results 
in a 20-plus page research paper or other 
comparable intellectual product.

At least one semester of  study abroad 
is strongly recommended but not required.

AUXILIARY SERVICES
Maggie and Stella’s Cards and Gifts, 

a University gift shop at 209 Oakland Ave., 
will introduce several new lines of  clothing 
and apparel this fall.

In response to increased demand, Pan-
ther Central will become a full-service 
office 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 
beginning this semester. Panther Central 
has been available 24/7, but was only full 
service 7 a.m.-11 p.m. Expanded overnight 
services include Panther Card printing, bus 
ticket purchases and I-9 processing.

Dining Services has launched Pitt’s 
first food truck, the Panther Prowler grill 
on wheels.

 
In response to student requests, Dining 

Services has adjusted the hours at Market 
Central and The Perch at Sutherland, 
which will be open 24 hours a day, Sunday-
Thursday.

Dining Services has installed a greywa-
ter system at Market Central as part of  
its efforts to reduce food waste. The system 
transforms food waste into liquid, which 
then can be released into the sewer system.

Housing Services has created a more 
concise request form for students making 
online maintenance requests.

BRADFORD CAMPUS
Longtime Pitt-Bradford facilities worker 

Jeff  Armstrong is being remembered with 
a memorial bench near Tunungwant Creek, 
a tree and a scholarship. Armstrong, who 
worked at Pitt-Bradford for 40 years, died 
in October at the age of  60. (See Oct. 29, 
2015, University Times.) The Pitt-Bradford 
Staff  Association led the efforts to memo-
rialize Armstrong, an avid outdoorsman. 
Continuing donations are needed to make 
the gift annually or endow a scholarship in 
Armstrong’s honor. To contribute, contact 
the Pitt-Bradford Office of  Institutional 
Advancement at 814-362-5091 or visit 
www.givetoupb.org.

Pitt-Bradford’s computer information 
systems and technology program will 
launch three new minors/concentrations 
this fall: applications software develop-
ment, cyber security and digital forensics, 
and systems and network administration. 
The areas will be concentrations for stu-
dents majoring in computer information 
systems and technology. Students who are 

pursuing other majors can add prerequisite 
courses to each concentration for a minor. 
Shushan Zhao has been hired to direct 
the security and forensics concentration/
minor. Program director Don Lewicki, fac-
ulty member in business management, and 
Ken Wang, a faculty member in computer 
information systems and technology, will 
oversee the other two areas.

Three other minors now are available to 
students as well: cinema studies, Africana 
studies and gender, sexuality and wom-
en’s studies. For more information visit 
www.upb.pitt.edu/academicprograms/.

The National Arbor Day Foundation 
has designated the Pitt-Bradford campus 
a Tree Campus USA in recognition of  
UPB’s commitment to effective campus 
tree management.

BUSINESS
The Katz Graduate School of  Business, 

in affiliation with UPMC, will offer an 
executive MBA in health care beginning 
in spring 2017. The 19-month program is 
designed to teach health care profession-
als business analytics and leadership skills. 
Visit www.business.pitt.edu/katz/emba/
healthcare for information.

The College of  Business Administra-
tion has added a certificate in business 
analytics. Students will complete 15 credits 
in required and elective coursework and 
will learn about both the statistical and 
managerial sides of  business analytics.  

New programs for undergraduate busi-
ness students include:

• A double degree program that allows 
business students to combine their BSBA 
in business with a BA in health services 
offered by the College of  General Stud-
ies. The program allows students to both 
specialize in business and learn about health 
care as an industry.

• The industry professional networks 
program that gives undergraduate busi-
ness students the opportunity to join an 
industry network that is facilitated by an 
executive-in-residence with expertise in 
that industry. Available industry networks 
include consulting, analytics, health care 

Kimberly K. Barlow/University TimesThe rain garden on the Cathedral of Learning lawn
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What’s new
and investments.

• The professional academies pro-
gram, which gives students the oppor-
tunity to complete a series of  workshops 
that gives them professional expertise in 
a specialization designed to complement 
their academic major. Workshops include 
real estate finance and professional sales. 
The workshops are taught by industry 
leaders and students earn a certificate after 
completing all workshops. 

• The Alumni-Student Mentoring 
Initiative, which gives students the oppor-
tunity to connect with alumni for career 
coaching. Students are able to search an 
online database of  more than 200 alumni 
volunteers.  

The MS-MIS program received the 
federal STEM designation. International 
students enrolled in the MS-MIS program 
are eligible to apply for the 24-month 
STEM optional practical training (OPT) 
extension on their student visa. With the 
OPT extension, international students 
graduating from the programs will be eli-
gible to work in the U.S. for a total period 
of  36 months before switching to other 
employer-sponsored visas such as H1-B.

COMMUNITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS

The University has expanded its Be A 
Good Neighbor block parties to five 
locations this fall with the addition of  an 
event in South Oakland at Dan Marino 
Field. The neighborhood meet-and-greet 
events aim to help off-campus students 
form relationships with their long-term 
resident neighbors and with leaders in 
the Oakland and Pittsburgh communi-
ties. Oakland residents are invited to attend 
any of  the block parties.

 Block parties are set for 5:30-7:30 p.m.:
• Sept. 8 at Oakland Square Parklet, 

1 Oakland Square, for residents of  the 
Oakland Square, Dawson and Parkview 
sections of  Central Oakland.

• Sept. 15 at Niagara Parklet, 354 Craft 
Ave., for residents of  the Oakcliffe section 
of  South Oakland.

• Sept. 20 at Dan Marino Field, Dawson 
and Frazier streets, for residents of  Frazier, 
Parkview, Dawson and Ward streets in 
South Oakland. 

• Sept. 22 at 234 N. Dithridge St., for 
residents of  the Dithridge, North Craig and 
Centre Avenue sections of  North Oakland.

• Sept. 29 at Oakland Career Center, 294 
Semple St., for residents of  the core streets 
of  Central Oakland near Forbes Avenue. 

Now beginning its fifth year, the Be A 
Good Neighbor campaign includes the 
Student Guide to Campus Life publication, 
off-campus rental workshops, and efforts 
to connect with incoming students and 
their parents at summer PittStart sessions, 
during which representatives of  Commu-
nity and Governmental Relations discuss 
the University’s expectations with regard 
to conduct off-campus, addressing key 
issues such as disruptive behavior, positive 
engagement with our neighborhoods, park-
ing, littering and over-occupancy.

The annual Pitt-United Way Day 
of  Caring is set for 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 
Sept. 16. Volunteers from the University 
community will participate in a range of  
community service projects in multiple 
neighborhoods. To register, visit www.
unitedway.pitt.edu/dayofcaring/

COMPUTING SERVICES 
AND SYSTEMS DEVELOPMENT

With DocuSign, an e-signature and 
workflow solution, faculty and staff  can 
send, sign and route documents electroni-
cally. DocuSign improves turnaround time 

for processes involving signatures.

An enhanced Faculty Information 
System is launching this fall. The system’s 
new platform, called Elements, features an 
improved interface and additional options 
for capturing publications and categorizing 
faculty teaching activity and professional 
accomplishments.

 
The Pitt Passport login page offers 

single-sign-on to regularly used Univer-
sity services such as My Pitt, PeopleSoft, 
CourseWeb, PRISM, PittSource and more. 
The new page always will begin with 
https://passport.pitt.edu in the address 
bar of  your browser. 

The new Qualtrics Insight Service 
provides additional resources for generat-
ing, analyzing and making data connections 
from surveys and polls. Features include 
data visualization methods and customized 
tools such as text analytics, response tag-
ging methods and dynamically generated 
reports.

Advanced Threat Protection for My 
Pitt Email includes two features to help 
protect against targeted phishing attacks: 
Safe Links and Safe Attachments.

Safe Links evaluates links in an email 
message in real time to determine whether 
they point to a safe or harmful site. 

Safe Attachments scans attachments 
in a virtual environment and analyzes 
their behavior. Safe Attachments does not 
analyze attachments in real time, so there 
may be a short delay in delivery of  email 
messages with attachments.

Pitt departments can look forward to 
ordering University site-licensed software 
through an online software store. The 
software store will integrate with Panther-
Express and eliminate the use of  paper 
requisitions when purchasing or renewing 
software through CSSD.

 This fall, CSSD will begin the migra-

tion of  faculty and staff  Exchange email 
accounts to a secure cloud-based Office 
365 solution.

DENTAL MEDICINE
The school is the recipient of  a $1.97 

million Title VII grant from the Health 
Resources and Services Administration 
(HRSA) of  the U.S. Department of  Health 
and Human Services. The funding will 
support the expansion of  the current resi-
dency program in pediatric dentistry to 
include two new program tracks special-
izing in the care of  patients in underserved 
rural settings and special needs populations. 
The aim of  the program is to improve the 
quality and quantity of  available dental 
health workforce in rural and underserved 
regions of  western Pennsylvania, specifi-
cally in northern Appalachia. 

The school’s Give Kids a Smile and 
Summer Smiles programs were selected 
to receive a $5,000 E. “Bud” Tarrson Dental 
School Student Community Leadership 
Award for the 2015-16 school year. The 
American Dental Association Foundation’s 
Tarrson award annually highlights signifi-
cant dental student outreach to vulnerable 
communities within the U.S.

DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION
The Office of  Diversity and Inclusion, 

with support from the Office of  Human 
Resources organizational development 
department, has created a diversity and 
inclusion certificate program for Univer-
sity employees. The program is designed to 
provide employees with the knowledge and 
skills to help the University foster inclusive 
excellence and to reach its strategic goals 
relating to diversity and inclusion. A series 
of  six introductory-level workshops, open 
to all faculty and staff, will address both 
individual behaviors and University policies 
that can impact an environment of  oppor-
tunity and success for all members of  the 
community. All workshops will be offered 
on a rotating basis each fall and spring 

through the faculty and staff  development 
program. Participants also will be asked 
to participate in a capstone conversation 
session facilitated by a member of  the 
Diversity and Inclusion office. Information 
will be posted at www.diversity.pitt.edu/
education-and-training.

EDUCATION
The school has launched a post-bacca-

laureate certificate of  advanced study in 
teaching with an area of  concentration 
in urban education. The 15-credit-hour 
program provides training to strengthen 
classroom relations between educators and 
diverse student populations. The certificate 
program is housed in the Department of  
Instruction and Learning and supported 
by the Center for Urban Education. For 
information, contact Erika Gold Kesten-
berg at erikagk@pitt.edu or 412-961-1994. 

ENGINEERING
The Swanson School of  Engineering 

will offer an environmental engineering 
major in the Department of  Civil and 
Environmental Engineering beginning 
in 2016-17. Enrollment has begun and 
the first students who are adjusting their 
course requirements should graduate in 
April 2017. According to recent U.S. Bureau 
of  Labor Statistics data, employment of  
environmental engineers is projected to 
grow 12 percent between 2014 and 2024, 
faster than the average for all occupations.

The Mascaro Center for Sustainable 
Innovation  has  launched  a  new  web-
site (engineering.pitt.edu/mcsi)  designed 
by the Swanson school’s web technology 
group. 

The American Society of  Mechanical 
Engineers (ASME), on the recommenda-
tion of  its bioengineering division, estab-
lished the ASME Savio L-Y. Woo Transla-
tional Biomechanics Medal to recognize 
ASME members who have translated 
meritorious bioengineering science to clini-

Kimberly K. Barlow/University TimesNew Swanson School of Engineering departmental banners outside Benedum Hall
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cal practice through research, education, 
professional development and service to 
the bioengineering community. The award 
celebrates the career and achievements of  
Woo, Distinguished University Professor 
of  Bioengineering and the founder and 
director of  the Musculoskeletal Research 
Center at Pitt. 

The 11th annual electric power 
industry conference is set for Nov. 14 
and 15 at the University Club. This year’s 
theme is “The Grid in Transformation.” 
Mechanical engineering alumnus Lloyd M. 
Yates, executive vice president of  market 
solutions and president of  Duke Energy’s 
Carolinas region, will deliver the Nov. 14 
keynote. For information: www.engineer-
ing.pitt.edu/epic/.

As a result of  the international Bamboo 
in the Urban Environment symposium 
hosted at Pitt in May, organizers drafted the 
“Pittsburgh Declaration,” a global call to 
action that seeks to increase international 
recognition of  the benefits of  bamboo, 
and outlines recommendations designed 
to more effectively harness the plant as 
a building material. The symposium was 
part of  a U.S. State Department and UK 
British Council-funded Global Innovation 
Initiative project that is supporting the 
development of  bamboo as a sustainable 
and engineered alternative construction 
material. The meeting, which brought 
together academic, private sector and civil 
society actors from 14 countries and ter-
ritories, was organized by Pitt, Coventry 
University and the International Network 
for Bamboo and Rattan, a multilateral 
organization with 41 member states. Pitt 
conference chair was Kent Harries, faculty 
member in the Department of  Civil and 
Environmental Engineering.

Duquesne Light and the Swanson 
school announced their intent to partner 
to help redefine the future of  the region’s 
energy landscape. This strategic partnership 
will include projects designed to provide 
Duquesne Light with critical knowledge 
to help inform future grid design and 
potential new product and service offerings, 
while helping to enable expanded research 
opportunities for students and faculty in 
the University’s energy and electric power 
programs. The partnership is one of  the 
first steps in Duquesne Light’s longterm 
strategy to reinforce its leadership in grid 
infrastructure, sustainability and manage-
ment while also furthering its interest in new 
technologies that will be key to evolving the 
grid into a dynamic network that enables 
reliable, seamless two-way flow of  power. 

Details of  the partnership include 
the design and installation of  an urban 
microgrid at Duquesne Light’s Woods 
Run Facility on Pittsburgh’s North Shore. 
With support from the Swanson school’s 
Electric Power Systems Laboratory and its 
electric power program, the installation will 
serve as a real-world laboratory to research 
microgrid resiliency and the integration of  
distributed and renewable energy resources 
into the electric power distribution grid, as 
well as other enabling technology areas such 
as power electronics controllers, direct cur-
rent infrastructure, energy storage systems 
and smart grid technologies.

Duquesne Light will make a $500,000, 
multiyear contribution to help fund electric 
power research, energy efficiency, labora-
tory facilities and equipment at Pitt, in addi-
tion to providing the necessary expertise 
to interconnect any new electric power 
laboratory facilities to the existing electric 
power grid. 

Over the past year, with the help of  a 

$400,000 grant from the Henry L. Hill-
man Foundation, Gregory Reed, a faculty 
member in the Department of  Electrical 
and Computer Engineering, established 
the DC-AMPS program (Direct Current 
Architecture for Modern Power Systems) 
and has been working to bring DC tech-
nology to the forefront, as well as bringing 
local and regional companies, the City of  
Pittsburgh and community partners into 
the fold. Reed announced the receipt of  
another Hillman grant, totaling $2.5 million 
over three years, to build upon the initial 
success of  the DC-AMPS program, to bring 
a DC power grid even closer to fruition, and 
to make Pitt and Pittsburgh the epicenter 
of  an emerging DC power industry.

GREENSBURG 
Pitt-Greensburg and Seton Hill 

University have established a partnership 
that will allow undergraduate students 
majoring in education at Pitt-Greensburg to 
enter Seton Hill’s master of  arts in special 
education program upon graduation. UPG 
undergraduates majoring in education will 
be able to cross-register for up to two Seton 
Hill graduate-level courses. 

Pitt-Greensburg now offers the sci-
ence, technology, engineering and 
mathematics (STEM) endorsement 
program as an option for students earn-
ing their four-year degrees in early child-
hood education. Only 10 institutions have 
received approval from the Pennsylvania 
Department of  Education to offer STEM 
endorsement certificates as part of  their 
teacher-education programs. 

Pitt-Greensburg has expanded its stud-
ies in digital humanities to include the 
Center for Digital Text. 

Under the direction of  English faculty 
members Sayre Greenfield, chair of  the 
Humanities Division, and Elisa Beshero-
Bondar, the center will support the training 
of  faculty in digital methods, serve the 
global community in outreach activities to 
encourage the launch and development of  
new projects connected to digital texts and 
their curation on the web, and give students 
trained in Pitt-Greensburg’s digital studies 
program experience in training, outreach 
and consulting in the wider community 
of  digital scholarship and digital media 
development. 

In 2017, the center will offer a three-day 
introductory course on coding to develop 
digital archives, as well as a new advanced 
course to concentrate on XSLT, XQuery 
and other transformations of  XML into 
HTML, SVG and more. 

UPG has received approval to offer 
a biochemistry major, increasing the 
number of  majors to 27. 

Four Apple iMac computers have 
been installed in the Cassell Hall computer 
lab and two have been installed in Millstein 
Library.

Digital signage is being installed in 
Cassell Hall, Millstein Library, Bobcat 
Station in Chambers Hall and Smith Hall 
to increase access to campus information, 
emergency details, weather and news. 
Members of  the campus community can 
post information at no cost by submitting 
a help ticket to Computer Services. This 
system augments the Aavelin system dis-
played on the television screens in Wagner 
Dining Hall.

Electronics charging stations are 
being placed in the Campus Store, Powers 
Hall lounge, Chambers Hall and Smith Hall. 
The multiple 10-port USB hubs will allow 

for quick charging of  electronic devices.  

An autonomous multicondition sensor 
has been mounted on the UPG Facilities 
Building to provide current weather infor-
mation. The weather station will monitor 
rainfall to ensure that adequate supple-
mental irrigation can be applied to Ridilla 
Athletic Fields. Plans call for developing an 
app or live ticker to share the information 
via the monitors around campus. 

A UV Splash Night Color Run is being 
added to the lineup for Pitt-Greensburg’s 
Blue & Gold Weekend: Homecoming 2016.  
Participants will be splashed with glow-in-
the-dark colors at five stations along the 
course through the UPG campus. The 
event, set for 7:30 p.m. Sept. 30, will include 
vendors, food trucks and an after-party. 
Register online at www.PittNightColorRun.
com, or in person starting at 5:30 p.m. the 
day of  the event. Discounted registration 
ends Sept. 16. 

HEALTH AND 
REHABILITATION SCIENCES

The Department of  Occupational 
Therapy now is offering a Doctor of  
Occupational Therapy (OTD) degree. 
The OTD program is designed to develop 
the next generation of  doctoral-trained 
occupational therapists who will be able 
to implement evidence-based practice, 
understand care delivery models and be 
prepared to meet the future occupational 
needs of  society. The OTD program is a 
nine-semester course of  study requiring 112 
credits, including fieldwork education, an 
experiential preceptorship and a capstone 
project. The OTD will replace the Master 
of  Occupational Therapy program begin-
ning in June 2017.

HEALTH SCIENCES 
LIBRARY SYSTEM 

The HSLS molecular biology informa-
tion service is offering new data analysis 
tools including: 

• CLC Biomedical Genomics Work-
bench: Next-generation sequencing (NGS) 
data analysis software primarily focused 
on cancer and hereditary disease experi-
ments performed on human, mouse and 
rat. (http://hsls.libguides.com/molbio/
biomedgen)

• CLC Microbial Genomics Module: 
Whole genome/metagenomics NGS-data 
analysis software, available as an add-on 
plugin for CLC Genomics Workbench. 
(http://hsls.libguides.com/molbio/clc-
genomics)

• Ingenuity Variant Analysis: A web-
based application to interpret the biological 
meaning in genomic variation data. (http://
hsls.libguides.com/molbio/iva) 

• Key Pathway Advisor: A web-based 
application for identifying biological 
pathways and key regulatory hubs linked 
to a list of  differentially expressed genes 
or genomic variant data. (http://hsls.lib-
guides.com/molbio/kpa) 

HSLS now subscribes to AccessPhar-
macy, an online collection of  textbooks 
including “DiPiro’s Pharmacotherapy: A 
Pathophysiologic Approach,” and other 
pharmacy-related resources.

HSLS has developed a new tool, 
search.bioPreprint (www.hsls.pitt.edu/
resources/preprint), which helps research-
ers comprehensively search preprint data-
bases to discover cutting-edge biomedical 
research articles that have yet to be pub-
lished or reviewed. 

HSLS and the Department of  Biomedi-
cal Informatics will host a free sympo-

sium, “Bringing Rigor and Reproducibility 
to Research,” 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Sept. 22 in S120 
BST (www.hsls.pitt.edu/bringing-rigor-
and-reproducibility-research). Keynote 
speaker Victoria Stodden of  the Graduate 
School of  Library and Information Sci-
ence at the University of  Illinois Urbana-
Champaign will discuss “Rethinking the 
Scholarly Record: Facilitating Reproduc-
ibility of  Computational Results.” The 
day will include a panel discussion with 
members of  the Pitt research community 
and a spotlight on resources that will help 
researchers bring rigor and reproduc-
ibility to their own research. Registration 
is required: www.hsls.pitt.edu/eform/
submit/symposium-registration.

HEALTH SCIENCES
“Big Data and Healthcare Analytics: A 

Path to Personalized Medicine” is an inter-
professional training course focused on 
the preparation of  health professionals 
for an era of  big data, health analytics and 
personalized medicine. It is sponsored by 
the Jewish Healthcare Foundation in col-
laboration with Pitt’s medicine, nursing, 
pharmacy and public health schools. The 
eight-week, 32-hour course is designed 
to introduce the emerging fields of  data 
science and personalized medicine to 
physicians, nurses, pharmacists and public 
health professionals. Students are provided 
with a hands-on opportunity to investigate 
their own genomic data using a personal 
saliva-based genomic test, or to use data 
provided by the program.

The Health Sciences schools, led by 
the School of  Medicine, have begun 
a research collaboration with global 
biopharmaceutical company Shire PLC 
to advance potential treatments for rare 
diseases, where a sizable unmet need exists. 
Under the agreement, Pitt and Shire have 
selected an initial three projects that will 
be funded by Shire and ultimately could 
result in a licensing agreement:

• Solomon Ofori-Acquah, medicine 
faculty member, will be investigating a 
molecular pathway that may lead to drug 
targets against sickle cell anemia.

• David Whitcomb, Giant Eagle Foun-
dation Professor of  Cancer Genetics and 
faculty member in medicine and of  cell 
biology, will be researching a molecular 
pathway relevant to pancreatitis.

• Peter Wipf, Distinguished University 
Professor of  Chemistry in the Dietrich 
School of  Arts and Sciences, and Stephen 
Meriney, neuroscience faculty member in 
the Dietrich school, will be studying a newly 
identified molecule that may lead to drug 
targets against the autoimmune disorder 
Lambert-Eaton myasthenic syndrome.

HEINZ CHAPEL
A Pitt affiliation no longer is necessary 

in order to schedule a wedding at Heinz 
Memorial Chapel, but it pays to be a Pan-
ther: Pitt alumni get a 15 percent discount 
on the chapel fee. 

The chapel now is booking wedding 
dates two years into the future; previously 
reservations were accepted only one year 
in advance. Visit www.heinzchapel.pitt.
edu/for details. 

The chapel’s Reuter pipe organ has a 
new electronics system.

HISPANIC & LATINO 
EMPLOYEES/ALUMNI

The Hispanic & Latino Professional 
Association and the Hispanic & Latin@ 
Alumni Council are kicking off  the fall term 
with a Potluck in the Park, set for 1-5 p.m. 
Sept. 18 at the Frick Park shelter at Forbes 
and Braddock avenues. RSVP at https://
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goo.gl/forms/S4IHfpUv1XiCRvhQ2.

HUMAN RESOURCES
The University’s faculty and staff  HMO 

and PPO medical benefit plans have begun 
providing coverage for certain transgen-
der-related services, including behavioral 
health support, surgery and medications 
such as hormones. The amendment has 
been added to the certificates of  coverage 
for the plans, posted at www.hr.pitt.edu/
benefits/medical-plans. The changes, effec-
tive Aug. 15, were made to bring the plan 
into compliance with federal rules related 
to sex discrimination in employment. 
Questions should be directed to UPMC 
Health Plan’s Pitt member services line, 
888-499-6885. 

INNOVATION INSTITUTE
The Innovation Institute’s academic 

entrepreneurship course, an introductory 
primer to the commercialization process for 
non life-sciences faculty and staff, has been 
renamed Concept to Commercialization.

The Blast Furnace student startup 
accelerator, open to students of  all levels, 
is being offered as a three-credit course 
through the College of  Business Admin-
istration.

The Innovation Institute is launching 
a new website (www.innovation.pitt.edu) 
to better engage faculty and students as 
well as partners from industry and the 
entrepreneurial community.

This year’s Innovation Showcase is 
set for 4-7 p.m. Oct. 19 in the Alumni 
Hall Connolly Ballroom. Participants can 
view the University’s latest innovations in 
health care, materials, Internet of  Things, 
information technology, analytics, energy 
and more, and network with these inventors 
and founders, local entrepreneurs, inves-
tors and community leaders. Among the 
innovations will be winners of  the Michael 
G. Wells Student Healthcare Competition 
and the new Kuzneski Innovation Cup, 
which will be announced that day. 

INSTITUTE OF POLITICS
The Elsie Hillman Civic Forum, the 

student arm of  the Institute of  Politics, 
has launched the Elsie Hillman honors 
scholars program, a civic engagement 
training fellowship. The program aims to 
connect motivated and creative students 
with community partners for the purpose 
of  developing original, student-led civic 
engagement research or action projects that 
explore and address issues important to the 
community partner and reflect the passion 
and social commitment of  the student. 
The key tenets of  this program are built 
on Hillman’s leadership characteristics: a 
strong mind; caring heart; generous spirit; 
and courage to stand up for those things 
in which she believed.  

Among the partner organizations are 
Sarah Heinz House, Sustainable Pittsburgh, 
Allies for Children, the Homeless Children’s 
Education Fund and the Greater Pittsburgh 
Area Food Bank. Students will work closely 
with the community agency and University 
mentors to identify and develop outcomes 
that will advance the goals and mission of  
the partner organization, while developing 
leadership skills.   

JOHNSTOWN 
Pitt-Johnstown has begun offering a 

major in multimedia and digital cul-
ture. The program focuses on developing 
students’ abilities at the interdisciplinary 
intersections of  the humanities and digital 
technology. It explores the emerging field 
that capitalizes on electronic media, new 
media, digital humanities and creative 

media. The major engages students in 
innovative human-computer interactions 
within a curricular framework that also 
emphasizes effective communication skills 
and the theoretical and philosophical con-
text of  our world’s digital culture.

LAW
The Pitt Legal Services Incuba-

tor, which will provide legal services to 
underserved clients, commenced opera-
tions in the spring term with its inaugural 
class of  incubator attorneys. The two-year 
program is open to Pitt law graduates who 
are licensed to practice in Pennsylvania.

The law school’s Innovation Practice 
Institute, in collaboration with Pitt’s Busi-
ness school, won the Higher Education 
Innovation Challenge for its integrated 
“3+1+3” social entrepreneurs program, 
which allows Pitt students to earn an 
undergraduate business degree, perform a 
social entrepreneurship “gap” service year 
and earn a law degree, all in seven years.  

The law school’s health care com-
pliance online graduate certificate 
program welcomed its first cohort of  18 
professionals in spring term.

In conjunction with the Graduate 
School of  Public and International Affairs, 
this spring the School of  Law launched 
a public policy concentration, which 
makes it the only law school in the U.S. 
to offer a semester in D.C. program in 
conjunction with a graduate public policy 
school. 

MEDICINE
The new internship in biomedical 

research, informatics and computer 
science program is an undergraduate 
research program hosted by the Depart-
ment of  Biomedical Informatics in partner-
ship with Carnegie Mellon, the Pittsburgh 
Supercomputing Center, Lincoln Univer-
sity and the University of  Puerto Rico-Rio 
Piedras. It aims to build a foundation for a 
career in biomedical data science through a 
mentored research and training experience 
in the emerging fields of  big data, com-
puter science and biology and biomedical 
informatics. 

The Department of  Computational 
and Systems Biology has instituted a new 
course, Scalable Machine Learning for Big 
Data Biology. Machine learning has become 
an integral part of  computational thinking 
in the era of  big-data biology. This course 
covers the basics of  machine learning and 
introduces techniques and systems to infer 
patterns in large-scale biological datasets. 
The course will use source material from 
genomic sciences, structural biology, drug 
discovery, systems modeling and biological 
imaging. Students will design, implement 
and test machine-learning algorithms in a 
distributed environment such as Apache 
Spark.

Students entering the School of  
Medicine this fall will begin learning about 
substance abuse and addiction medi-
cine from their earliest days on campus. 
Although the school’s curriculum has 
long included addiction medicine, 2016 
will see a new, sharpened focus on opioid 
abuse in particular. First- and second-year 
students will undertake a special program 
on the fundamental causes and effects of  
the current epidemic of  opioid abuse. Part 
of  the impetus for the change came from 
the fact that, between 2008 and 2014, more 
people in Allegheny County died from 
opiate overdoses than from traffic accidents 
and homicides combined, according to the 
county Department of  Health and Human 

Services. An eight-week ambulatory clerk-
ship is a key new course. Students  will 
face the challenges of  managing pain in 
an outpatient setting, including pain that 
persists past an acute episode.

Students will complete a National 
Institute on Drug Abuse online module 
on safe prescribing for pain. This case-
based module helps students to deepen 
their understanding of  the skills and tools 
clinicians can use to screen for and prevent 
abuse in patients with pain.

During prospective med students’ 
visits — even before they have committed 
to come to Pitt — they learn how to use 
a Narcan injector device so that they can 
help to save someone who has overdosed.

The National Institute on Drug Abuse 
(NIDA) has awarded Pitt a federal contract 
for the Center of  Excellence in Pain 
Education: Pain Challenges in Primary 
Care. The CoEPE is a collaborative project 
to develop interactive virtual cases in pain 
education ranging from opioid misuse 
following wisdom teeth extraction to 
widespread pain and fibromyalgia. The first 
three learning modules will be implemented 
into the curricula of  all Health Sciences 
schools, providing a wide range of  inter-
professional education opportunities. One 
additional module will be developed each 
year during the five-year funding period. 
NIDA will disseminate the modules via a 
national curriculum resource for inclusion 
in health sciences curricula. 

The School of  Medicine is piloting 
a fourth-year elective that combines 
social determinants of  medicine and 
molecular medicine.

The new course is based on the premise 
that the human body doesn’t function in a 
bubble: Different environments in which 
people live, work and play affect people’s 
health, and physicians and biomedical 
researchers are learning more about those 
effects. Social determinants of  health — 
neighborhood and workplace pollutants 
and air quality, access to health care ser-
vices, exposure to violence, lifestyle choices 
and income, to name a few — can affect 
people’s wellness and susceptibility to ill-
nesses and diseases. 

Through a partnership with UPMC 
and the School of  Medicine, every City 
of  Pittsburgh employee will be trained 
in CPR by the end of  2016. Councilman 
Dan Gilman announced three goals for 
city residents this summer: get more 
people trained in CPR; inform everyone 
about the location of  automatic external 
defibrillators (AEDs); and launch a new 
smartphone application called PulsePoint 
(www.pittrelive.org), a lifesaving app that 
allows anyone in cardiac arrest to get the 
help they need until an ambulance arrives. 
The City of  Pittsburgh, Allegheny County, 
the Henry Hillman Foundation and UPMC 
have partnered to implement the use of  
PulsePoint.

The Department of  Medicine has 
launched two training programs designed 
to boost biomedical research careers of  
trainees and junior faculty from groups 
underrepresented in the biomedical sci-
ences. Training successful clinical research-
ers since 2005 has been the task of  the 
Institute for Clinical Research Education 
(ICRE) under co-director Doris Rubio, 
who also is director of  academic programs, 
director of  the Office of  Evaluation and 
Office of  Lifelong Learning and director 
of  the Center for Research on Health Care 
Data Center. Rubio received funding for 
two training programs: LEADS (Leading 
Emerging and Diverse Scientists to Success) 
and PROMISED (Professional Mentoring 

Skills Enhancing Diversity). 
Funded by the National Institute for 

General Medical Sciences, LEADS is a 
yearlong program designed to meet the 
individual needs of  trainees and junior 
faculty from minority-serving institu-
tions who are underrepresented in the 
biomedical sciences and beginning their 
research careers. Participants are assigned 
a career coach who will help the trainees 
identify which online modules they should 
complete and create a career plan for the 
year. LEADS allows for some funding for 
trainees who want to disseminate their 
research at conferences or travel to receive 
specialized training. PROMISED, funded 
by the National Research Mentoring Net-
work, provides online training modules 
that focus on leadership skills and career 
coaching training. 

NURSING
The School of  Nursing is introducing 

a nurse-midwife major in its Doctor of  
Nursing Practice (DNP) program this 
fall. The on-campus, 100-credit program 
includes coursework covering patient care, 
health care organization management, 
ethics and public policy as well as clinical 
rotations in the region’s hospitals, birthing 
centers and midwifery/women’s health 
practices. Full-time study will permit the 
student to complete the program within 
three years; part-time study also is an option. 

OAKLAND
The Pittsburgh Water and Sewer 

Authority (PWSA) anticipates its water line 
replacement project along Lothrop, Ter-
race and Darragh streets will be completed 
in November, weather permitting.

In an Aug. 16 project update, PWSA 
reported that installation of  the main 
water line on Lothrop Street between Fifth 
Avenue and Victoria Street is complete. 
Final service tie-ins, hydrant installation 
and sidewalk restoration were scheduled 
to begin Aug. 29.

Installation of  the main water line on 
Terrace Street between Darragh Street and 
Sutherland Drive began Aug. 15.

Installation of  the line on Lothrop Street 
between Victoria and Terrace streets is 
nearly complete. Work remaining includes 
installation of  some water line, final service 
tie-ins, hydrant installation and sidewalk 
restoration.

The update can be viewed in the “project 
info” section at www.pgh2o.com. 

Works by international visual and digital 
artist Miguel Chevalier are featured as part 
of  the Innovation Oakland artist series at 
the Forbes Plaza Digital Gallery. Che-
valier’s two works, “Binary Waves” and 
“Complexe Meshes,” were unveiled Aug. 
21 and will run through Sept. 30 at the free 
outdoor gallery at the corner of  Forbes 
Avenue and S. Bouquet Street.

Chevalier, who was born in Mexico City 
and now resides in Paris, utilizes virtual-
reality installations shown on LED screens, 
sculptures created with 3-D printers, and 
holographic imagery to tackle the notion 
of  the interactive image. 

Exhibits repeat each hour 9 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Monday-Thursday; 9 a.m.-10 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday, and 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday.

For more information, visit www.Only-
inOakland.org.

PITT ARTS
Pitt Arts will host Michael Hingson, 

author of  “Thunderdog: The True Story 
of  a Blind Man, His Guide Dog and the 
Triumph of  Trust at Ground Zero,” for 
a lecture in commemoration of  9/11 
and to celebrate and honor persons with 
disabilities. Blind since birth, Hingson was 
trapped with his guide dog, Roselle, on 
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the 78th floor of  the World Trade Center 
Tower on Sept. 11, 2001. 

The Sept. 15 event is set for 7-9 p.m. 
in the Frick Fine Arts auditorium. The 
Office of  Disability Resources Services 
will provide deaf  interpretation and the 
University bookstore will sell books at the 
event. Hingson will be available to auto-
graph his books after the lecture. 

PUBLIC AND 
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

The Johnson Institute for Respon-
sible Leadership’s 2016 Emerging Leader 
Award will be presented at 4 p.m. Oct. 19 
at the University Club. This year’s honoree 
is civil rights lawyer Alec Karakatsanis, co-
founder of  the Washington, D.C.-based 
organization Equal Justice Under Law. 
Karakatsanis pursues justice for persons 
who have been ignored or systematically 
disadvantaged under the current justice 
system. He has fought successfully against 
the money bail system, debtors’ prisons 
and other injustices. To RSVP for the 
event, email lfmcshane@pitt.edu or call 
412-648-1336

PUBLIC HEALTH
The Graduate School of  Public Health 

and the Katz Graduate School of  Business 
have launched a joint MHA/MBA in 
health management. The degree pro-
gram will prepare students to lead a wide 
range of  organizations and agencies in 
the health services. Students will gain key 
business skills and specialized knowledge 
in health care through a blend of  courses 
in management, finance, health care qual-
ity improvement, outcomes measurement 
and analytics. Over three years, they will 
complete a 78-credit course of  study as 
well as a management residency in health 
care services or health-related practice.

In support of  the “Certified in Public 
Health” designation, the public health 
school has developed a series of  continuing 
education programs (publichealth.pitt.edu/
cphce) to offer CPH recertification credits 
to participating alumni and other profes-
sionals in the field. The school currently 

pays the $385 registration fee for students 
(and recent graduates) who sit for the exam, 
provides free study guides and rebates a 
portion of  the exam fee for other alumni.

Public health’s incoming class will 
include seven dean’s public health schol-
ars. This recently established program 
supports outstanding incoming master’s 
students from each department who 
receive a 50 percent tuition scholarship 
to support up to two years of  full-time 
graduate studies.

In response to interest from Pitt under-
graduates in global and public health, public 
health is working to expand its 3-2 early 
admission program for outstanding 
undergraduates. Qualified undergraduates 
may apply in their junior year to begin 
graduate coursework as seniors. Students 
complete both their bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees in five years.

PUBLIC SAFETY
The Department of  Public Safety and 

Emergency Management recently launched 
emergency.pitt.edu. The website pro-
vides the Pitt community with emergency 
updates, safety resources and other pre-
paredness information. It also serves to 
connect the efforts of  Pitt’s police, envi-
ronmental health and safety and integrated 
security departments in maintaining a safe 
campus.

REGIONAL CAMPUSES
Pitt-Greensburg and Pitt-Bradford 

have earned national recognition as 
“Colleges of  Distinction” by www.Col-
legesofDistinction.com. The Colleges 
of  Distinction website and guidebook 
recognize schools throughout the U.S. 
for excellence in undergraduate-focused 
higher education. 

To earn the recognition, colleges and 
universities must demonstrate results across 
four distinctions: engaged students, great 
teaching, vibrant community and success-
ful outcomes. High school counselors 
and educators make nominations, and 
each school is evaluated on key indicators 

including student engagement, student 
empowerment and curricular innovation. 

SOCIAL WORK
The Pitt-assisted communities and 

schools (PACS) program is housed in the 
School of  Social Work under the faculty 
leadership of  John Wallace and James 
Huguley. PACS mobilizes Pitt resources 
to enrich the lives of  children, youth and 
families and advances the University’s 
commitment to transformative teaching, 
research and community service.

Primarily focused on academic, health 
and mental health support. PACS seeks to 
serve students, parents, school personnel 
and the community at large. The program 
currently works with Faison Elementary, 
Lincoln Elementary and Westinghouse 
Academy (6-12). For information visit 
www.pacs.pitt.edu.

STUDENT AFFAIRS
Student Affairs recently revamped its 

website at www.studentaffairs.pitt.edu 
to make it more user friendly, adaptive to 
mobile and tablets and intuitive to navigate. 

The Office of  Career Development 
and Placement Assistance (CDPA) will 
change the format and location of  the 
annual Fall Career Fair. The event will 
move from the Petersen Events Center 
to the William Pitt Union and will transi-
tion from a two-day to a four-day event. 
On Sept. 28 and 29, students in science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics 
(STEM) fields will meet with employers, 
while students pursuing careers in business, 
humanities and social sciences will connect 
with employers on Oct. 5 and 6.  

CDPA is rolling out Handshake career 
management software to help connect 
students and new alumni with employers 
seeking to hire interns and full-time employ-
ees. Handshake will replace FutureLinks. 
The Outside the Classroom Curriculum, 
which is now part of  CDPA, also will be 
utilizing a new software called Suitable to 
track participation in the program. Suitable 
is a platform that was designed by Pitt 
business alumnus Mark Visco. 

The University Counseling Center, 
in an effort to increase access for students 
and reduce wait times, is expanding its 
after-hours on-call services and has hired 
additional counselors. The center also is 
modifying its intake system to increase 
expediency in responding to student needs. 
If  you are concerned about a student, call 
the Counseling Center any time at 412-
648-7930.

Incoming students now are required 
to complete three online modules prior 
to arrival on campus to help them better 
prepare for the college experience. New 
students must complete a module on 
sexual assault, alcohol use and, new this 
year, financial literacy.

Intramurals and Recreation has 
changed its name to Campus Recreation to 
better reflect the programs and services it 
provides.  Visit rec.pitt.edu for more infor-
mation on programs for faculty and staff.

Student Health Service, in collabora-
tion with HealthStratica, will expand the 
PantherTRAC text-messaging system, 
which is designed to curb unhealthy drink-
ing behaviors. PantherTRAC, funded by 
a grant from the Pennsylvania Liquor 
Control Board, uses positive interactive 
text messages to reinforce appropriate 
behaviors and discourage binge drinking 
among Pitt students. 

TITUSVILLE
Pitt-Titusville campus police and the 

Pitt Police specialized emergency response 
team participated with local public safety 
agencies in an active shooter event train-
ing exercise last month on the Titusville 
campus. The drill, designed to prepare for 
an actual emergency, simulated shooters 
opening fire in the Student Union and 
Henne Auditorium.

UNIVERSITY CENTER 
FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDIES 

The Pitt Global Operations Support 
website (http://globaloperations.pitt.edu) 
provides a central hub of  information for 

Mike Drazdzinski/Photographic Services
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faculty and staff  conducting international-
related work. The site includes international 
travel, payment, agreement and research 
information that links to various Pitt 
departments specializing in these areas.

For staff  and faculty who are traveling 
internationally for work, the international 
Travel Registry offers expanded insurance 
coverage, security advice and assistance 
during in-country emergencies, travel 
advisories, medical referrals and more 
through a partnership with International 
SOS.  The Travel Registry can be accessed 
at http://globaloperations.pitt.edu/trip-
registration/.

UCIS is launching Pitt’s Global Plan 
with a series of  four World Café sessions 
designed to educate the Pitt community on 
the University’s goals for global engage-
ment; generate discussion on how units 
across campus can collaborate and con-
tribute to the objectives of  the plan; and 
identify promising steps for implementa-
tion of  select initiatives. 

• Faculty and staff  are invited to “World 
Café: Global Partnerships,” set for 9-10:30 
a.m. Oct. 10 in the William Pitt Union 
Assembly Room.

• Faculty and advisers are invited to 
“World Café: Global Credential,” set for 
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Oct. 11 in the William 
Pitt Union Kurtzman Room.

• Student leaders by invitation are invited 
to “World Café: Global Credential,” set for 
9-10:30 a.m. Oct. 12 in the William Pitt 
Union Kurtzman Room.

• Faculty are invited to “World Café: 
Research Through International Collabo-
rations,” set for 3-4:30 p.m. Oct. 13 in the 
O’Hara Student Center Ballroom.

RSVP at www.ucis.pitt.edu/main/
globalinput/worldcafe to attend a session. 
The Global Plan can be found at www.
ucis.pitt.edu.

An international alumni panel discus-
sion featuring Kakenya Ntaiya will be held 
at 2 p.m. Oct. 26 in 548 William Pitt Union 
in conjunction with International Edu-
cation Week. Panelists will discuss their 
journey to Pitt, their experiences here and 
how Pitt prepared them to return home. 
In 2013, Ntaiya was a top-10 CNN Hero, 
recognized by Women in the World as a 
“Woman of  Impact,” and awarded the 
University’s Sheth International Young 
Alumni Achievement Award. A 2011 
School of  Education alumna, Ntaiya is 
the founder and president of  Kakenya 
Center for Excellence based in Kenya. 
The center educates and motivates young 
girls to become agents of  change in their 
community and country.  

Pitt will celebrate International Educa-
tion Week Oct. 24-28. For information: 
www.internationalweek.pitt.edu.

Pitt’s Global Studies Center, in col-
laboration with the World Affairs Coun-
cil of  Pittsburgh, last month launched 
a biweekly video digest, “What’s Up 
With the World?”  The video program 
is a convenient way to stay informed 
on global events as they happen. These 
video commentaries by experts on global 
topics are delivered by email, providing a 
two-to-five-minute analysis of  an issue.  
The first video segment featured former 
ambassador Dan Simpson discussing the 
meaning behind the decades-long policy of  
briefing presidential candidates on national 
security issues and the implications of  this 
practice on a national and global level. 
To subscribe, contact the Global Studies 
Center at global@pitt.edu. 

The European Studies Center now 
offers a transatlantic studies certificate, 
a program for undergraduate students 

interested in comparative study between 
the United States and Europe.  Students 
can design the certificate according to 
their interests, with primary areas of  study 
including governance, policy and security 
issues in the context of  the transatlantic 
relationship, the history of  colonialism, 
cultural exchange and the comparative 
study of  various professional fields such 
as business and medicine.

 
The European Studies Center and 

the Center for Russian and East Euro-
pean Studies will jointly administer the 
new related concentration in European and 
Eurasian studies. Tailored to pre-profes-
sional students, the related concentration 
requires only one college-level year of  a 
European language. Students will be able 
to internationalize their majors, incorporate 
study abroad and choose from numerous 
themes in both the humanities and social 
sciences to organize their coursework.

The European Studies Center is among 
the first American universities offering 
Erasmus+ grants to faculty and gradu-
ate students for exchanges between Pitt 
and Newcastle University in the United 
Kingdom. The faculty grant will cover 
travel and living expenses for a teaching or 
research visit of  up to five working days; 
the graduate student grant will cover travel 
and living expenses for up to one semester 
in Newcastle. Core themes include business, 
education and economic development, 
energy (particularly hydraulic fracturing), 
community engagement, European Union 
studies, history, public health, regional 
governance, sustainability, translational 
research (notably in health and youth 
studies) and urban and regional planning.  
For information, contact slund@pitt.edu.

Three faculty members will lead new 
study-abroad programs this academic 
year.

• Gregor Thum of  the Department of  
History will lead the new Pitt in Berlin 
program, which is the first fall-semester 
program in Germany. The program focuses 
on German and Central European history, 
language and culture with excursions in 
and around Berlin as well as to the cen-
tral European cities of  Dresden, Prague, 
Krakow and Wroclaw.

• Swedish instructor Eva Albertsson will 
take students to her homeland in summer 
2017 with the Pitt in Sweden four-week 
program. The core culture course, Sweden 
Here and Now, is complemented with 
a crash course in beginner Swedish or 
intermediate/advanced level Swedish for 
continuing students.

 • Pitt-Johnstown geography professor 
Ola Johansson will explore sustainable 
cities with the new Pitt in Amsterdam 
four-week program in summer 2017. Topics 
will include history and philosophy of  
sustainability, ecological footprints, green 
buildings, alternative energy, innovative 
transportation solutions and waste/water 
management.

UNIVERSITY CENTER 
FOR TEACHING AND LEARNING

Recent developments at the University 
Center for Teaching and Learning, formerly 
the Center for Instructional Development 
and Distance Education, include:

• Launching the Instructional Acces-
sibility@Pitt website (www.cidde.pitt.
edu/accessibility/) to help faculty create 
instructional materials that are accessible 
to all Pitt students.

• Acquiring new items including virtual 
reality devices (Oculus Rift and Google 
Cardboard), 360 immersive video cameras 
(Theta S), and 3-D printers (Rostock Max 
V2 and MakerBot) to encourage explora-

tion of  innovative technologies that show 
potential for instructional application.

• Installing eight additional video/
data viewing devices in the Nationality 
Classrooms to make it easier for faculty to 
incorporate technology when teaching in 
those rooms.

• Producing a new tool for administer-
ing the Student Opinion of  Teaching 
Surveys for this fall, with enhanced features 
for both faculty and students. 

UNIVERSITY HONORS COLLEGE
UHC has begun sponsoring humani-

ties, arts and social sciences research 
fellowships for undergraduate researchers. 
Accepted fellows are paired with a graduate 
student mentor, who will teach the research 
methods of  the field and assist fellows 
with conducting their individual research 
projects. Fellows and their graduate student 
mentors each receive a $500 award for their 
work. For information: www.honorscol-
lege.pitt.edu/has-fellowship.

UNIVERSITY LIBRARY SYSTEM 
In collaboration with the University’s 

Office of  Undergraduate Research, Schol-
arship and Creative Activity, ULS is offering 
Archival Scholars Research Awards to 10 
undergraduate students this fall. Awardees 
receive a stipend to work with a faculty 
mentor to develop independent research 
projects that draw upon resources found 
in Pitt’s archives and special collections. 

Throughout the semester, students 
receive archival training from librarians, 
archivists and curators; attend three work-
shops; and participate in an end-of-term 
presentation to report on their research. 
This year’s focus will be on using archival 
and special collections materials related 
to diversity.

ULS will offer the following work-
shops this fall: Creating Maps on the Web; 
Introduction to Data Visualization With 
Tableau; Data Cleaning With OpenRefine; 
Documenting Reproducible Research With 
Jupyter Notebooks; Uses and Misuses of  
Quantitative Indicators of  Impact; What Is 
Your h-index and Other Measures of  Aca-
demic Impact; Managing a Digital Project; 
Authoring Multimedia Narratives; Building 
a Digital Portfolio With WordPress; Intro-
duction to Spatial Analysis; Reproducibility 
in Social Sciences Research; Resources and 
Opportunities for New Researchers; Cita-
tion Management With EndNote; Citation 
Management With Mendeley; Copyright 
for Graduate Students: ETDs and Beyond; 
ETD Formatting; Self-Directed Research: 
How to Get Started; Archival Scholars 
Research Awards Open House; Field Stud-
ies Program Workshop; and The Craft of  
Undergraduate Research Proposals. 

View the workshop calendar at www.

library.pitt.edu/instruction-services.

ULS and HSLS will be collaborating on 
a new regular column in  the University 
Times. It will debut in the Sept. 15 issue. 

ULS has created a blog, Faculty Focus, 
with news about resources and services 
available to Pitt faculty. Subscribe at www.
library.pitt.edu/faculty-focus/.

ULS has bibliometrics tools and 
services that assist researchers with man-
aging their research personas, identifying 
sources of  citations, interpreting metrics 
and telling the story of  the impact of  their 
research. Contact Berenika Webster, head 
of  the ULS Strategic Assessment Unit, at 
bwebster@pitt.edu.

ULS is planning events to inform the 
University community about its tools and 
services that support teaching, learning and 
research, and to learn from the Pitt com-
munity what they need from their library.

• The fourth annual Hillman Alfresco: 
Party on the Plaza, geared toward under-
graduates, is set for 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Sept. 1 
on the Hillman Library plaza.

• Graduate Students Pints & Pies is 
set for 4-7 p.m. Sept. 15 in G-49 Hillman 
Library.

• A faculty event, Join the Library for 
Wine, Cheese and Conversation, is set for 
4-7 p.m. Sept. 29 in the Thornburgh Room 
on the first floor of  Hillman Library. RSVP 
to jerin@pitt.edu.

ULS, in collaboration with CMU, is 
co-hosting the Engineering and Science 
Day of  Discovery: Library Resources 
for Research, 1-4 p.m. Oct. 13 in the 
Engineering Library, 102 Benedum Hall. 
The event will highlight resources available 
to science and engineering students to help 
them with their research and learning.

New archival collections include 
the Robert Johnson Papers, the Kuntu 
Repertory Theatre collection and Elsie H. 
Hillman Papers.

• Johnson was an assistant professor 
of  dance in the University’s black studies 
department and founder of  the Pittsburgh 
Black Theater Dance Ensemble. The col-
lection represents the works of  prominent 
African Americans involved in dance, 
choreography and music who went on to 
build solid careers and make meaningful 
contributions to the performing arts.

• Kuntu Repertory Theatre was the 
oldest and largest African-American per-
forming arts organization in Pittsburgh.  
Founded in 1974 by Vernell A. Lillie, pro-
fessor emeritus of  Africana studies, Kuntu 
produced more than 139 mainstage plays, 
toured, and conducted over 530 master 
classes/workshops until it closed nearly 
40 years later. Kuntu became nationally 
recognized for its development of  cel-
ebrated playwrights and produced more 
than 180 plays by playwrights including 
Lillie, James Baldwin, Kathleen Collins,  
Lorraine Hansberry and Rob Penny.  The 
Kuntu collection was acquired recently 
and has yet to be inventoried; therefore, 
it will not be fully open for research for 
several years.

• Hillman was an advocate for greater 
inclusion of  both African Americans’ and 
women’s involvement in the political arena 
and specifically in the Republican Party at 
local, state and national levels.  She also 
worked as a philanthropist to better the 
lives of  all Americans, particularly the poor, 
inner-city youth and those affected by the 
HIV/AIDS crisis.

For more information on the collec-
tions, visit www.library.pitt.edu/archives-
service-center.                                           nM
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