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Some Pitt staffers spend their days 
surrounded by lakes and forests. 
See pages 3 & 4.
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Revised IP/copyright policy being readied

Faculty input urged on sr. VC for research

A proposed new intellectual 
property and copyright 
policy is expected to be 

ready for faculty review next 
month.

Jennifer E. Woodward, asso-
ciate vice provost for research 
operations, told the University 
Senate research committee last 
week that an IP/copyright policy 
would be in the hands of  the 
chancellor and provost this week. 

“Unless they have an issue with 
it, we anticipate it going very soon 
then through the faculty review 
process,” she said, adding that 
it’s possible that the draft policy 
could be on the Senate research 
committee’s Oct. 7 agenda. 

A provost’s committee headed 
by Vice Provost for Research 
Mark Redfern (www.policyreview.
pitt.edu) has been working for 
more than a year to revise Univer-
sity policies (see March 3 University 
Times) to help faculty work with 
outside partners and translate their 
research more effectively.

Woodward said that the draft 
policy covers both patent and 
copyright policy issues. “They’ve 
been woven in a way that one 
policy speaks appropriately to 
both,” she said.

The University’s conflict-of-
interest policy remains under 
review by a policy review subcom-
mittee. Pitt’s current COI policy 
is complex because policy and 
procedure are intertwined, said 
Woodward, a member of  that 
subcommittee.  

The group is working to 
separate policy from procedure 
“so that the policy becomes very 
clear and clean,” before a new 
procedure is developed, she said. 

When that is complete, the 
draft policy will move to the pro-
vost and chancellor. “If  they have 
no major issues, then it’s ready 
for the faculty review process,” 
she said. 

She acknowledged that the 
policy review is behind schedule. 
The committee’s stated timeline 
called for first drafts to be finished 
in May-July 2016, with finalized 
policies in place by late summer.

The committee prioritized 
taking time to obtain faculty input 
and develop a well-crafted policy 
over adhering to the timeline, 
she said. 

“It’s important to make sure we 
go at the pace that’s appropriate to 
address all the concerns that the 
faculty have. Even though it took 
a long time, everybody thinks it 

was worth the delay because of  the 
product that we’re going to get.”

q
Woodward invited the research 

committee to review changes to 
the University’s policy for aca-
demic and research visitors. A 
draft website features information 
for non-student visitors to campus 
as well as for faculty and staff. 

It includes FAQs for faculty 
and staff  and contains draft 
agreements and procedures for 
academic and research visitors to 
the University.

Woodward said she planned 
to begin soliciting feedback on 
the new processes this week in 
order to incorporate input into a 
final version.  She said the visitor 
agreement committee expects to 
allow about 10 days for comments 

then will revise the draft based on 
the feedback that’s received. 

Revisions to the visitors’ agree-
ments have been in the works in 
attempt to streamline and simplify 
visitor processes. While the agree-
ments will be paper-based initially, 
the long-term goal is to move to 
an electronic process, Woodward 
added.

q
 A project is in the works to 

streamline and reduce adminis-
trative burdens for faculty who 
do research, Woodward said. An 
electronic system that will allow 
the Office of  Research to go 
paperless is in process. The multi-
phase project is expected to take 
18-24 months, Woodward said.

The goal is to allow principal 
investigators to focus on their 

science rather than paperwork, 
she said, adding that input from 
users is being solicited.

q 
In other business at its Sept. 

9 meeting:
• The research committee 

agreed to the Staff  Association 
Council’s request to appoint 
an additional non-voting staff  
representative to the research 
committee. Currently, one SAC 
representative sits on each Senate 
committee.

• The committee agreed to 
invite a representative of  the 
Office of  the Provost to discuss 
the administration’s desire to 
establish the position of  senior 
vice chancellor for research, and 
the anticipated search process.
—Kimberly K. Barlow              n

The University has honored 13 faculty members with distinguished 
professorships. 

Thomas E. Starzl was appointed Distinguished University Profes-
sor of  Surgery in the School of  Medicine. 

The designation recognizes eminence in several fields of  study, 
transcending accomplishments in and contributions to a single dis-
cipline. National and, where appropriate, international recognition 
in at least one field is required. 

Prior to the appointment, Starzl held the rank of  Distinguished 
Service Professor.

q
Robert M. Arnold, chair of  patient care in the Department of  

Medicine; Gerald Holder, dean of  the Swanson School of  Engineer-
ing; and Steven Reis, associate vice chancellor for clinical research, 
Health Sciences, director of  the University of  Pittsburgh Clinical and 
Translational Institute and professor of  medicine and emergency 
medicine, all were appointed Distinguished Service Professor.

The designation recognizes distinctive contributions and outstand-
ing service to the University community in support of  its multifaceted 
teaching/research/service mission, as well as performance excellence 

in the faculty member’s department or school and national stature 
in his or her discipline or field.

q
Nine faculty members were appointed Distinguished Professor: 

Tia-Lynn Ashman, Department of  Biological Sciences in the Dietrich 
School of  Arts and Sciences; Jane Cauley, Department of  Epide-
miology in the Graduate School of  Public Health; Vivian Curran, 
School of  Law; John Jakicic, Department of  Health and Physical 
Activity in the School of  Education; David A. Lewis, Department 
of  Psychiatry in the School of  Medicine; Edouard Machery, Depart-
ment of  History and Philosophy of  Science in the Dietrich school; 
Charles F. Reynolds, Department of  Psychiatry in the medical school; 
Daniel Shaw, Department of  Psychology in the Dietrich school; and 
Jennifer Whiting, Department of  Philosophy in the Dietrich school.

The Distinguished Professor designation honors extraordinary 
internationally recognized scholarly attainment in an individual 
discipline or field. By nature of  their appointment, distinguished 
professors are expected to make special contributions to the intel-
lectual advancement of  their home departments and schools as well 
as to the institution as a whole.                                                     n

University names 13 distinguished professors

Senate President Frank Wilson 
urged faculty to ask ques-
tions and offer their input 

as the University searches for a 
senior vice chancellor for research.

The newly created position 
would return some research-
related functions that recently 
moved to the Provost’s area to 
the Chancellor’s area, Wilson told 
Faculty Assembly this week.

“There was a lot of  discus-
sion between the Senate officers 
and the administration over the 
summer” about the new position, 
Wilson said. 

He urged faculty to attend 
one of  a series of  open meetings 
in which senior administrators 
are to explain the new position 
and answer questions about its 
implications. 

“It will be explained as a hybrid 
kind of  position, not exactly an 
academic position but absolutely 
connected,” he said.

Dates have not been announced 
but Wilson said sessions are to be 
scheduled on the upper and lower 
campuses in Pittsburgh; he said 
one session is to be simulcast to 
the regional campuses. 

No additional details were 
available from the University 
administration prior to the Uni-
versity Times’ Wednesday publi-
cation deadline. 

Existing procedures that 
define the composition of  search 
committees don’t cover this new 
position, Wilson said, but the 
Senate has been asked to rec-
ommend at least three faculty 
members to serve. He said at least 

half  the search committee is to be 
made up of  faculty. 

N. John Cooper, dean of  the 
Dietrich School of  Arts and Sci-
ences, has been named to head 
the search committee.

Senate past president Michael 
Spring said in addition to returning 
functions such as compliance and 
the Institutional Review Board 
to a centralized location in the 
Chancellor’s area, where they 
were housed under the previous 
administration, having a senior 
vice chancellor for research would 
serve to raise the University’s vis-
ibility with federal funding agen-
cies and could aid in expanding 
Pitt’s ability to engage in large 
multi-institutional projects. 

“I think that, in our discus-
sions, the provost, the senior vice 

chancellor for the Health Sciences 
and the chancellor were all in 
agreement that this kind of  move 
would benefit all of  the involved 
faculty,” Spring said.

Draft policy on
consensual relationships

Wilson said that a draft “policy 
on consensual sexual, romantic 
and intimate relationships with 
students and between employ-
ees” will be the main topic of  
discussion for the Assembly’s next 
meeting, set for 3 p.m. Oct. 11 in 
2700 Posvar Hall.  

Laurie J. Kirsch, vice provost 
for faculty affairs, development 
and diversity, and Pamela W. Con-
nelly, associate vice chancellor for 
diversity and inclusion, will attend, 
Wilson said. 

Kirsch chaired a provost’s ad 
hoc committee that has spent 
the past year reviewing Pitt’s 
existing policy and developing 
recommendations to revise and 
strengthen the University’s sexual 
misconduct policy.

The proposed policy on con-
sensual relationships continues 
the committee’s work, developed 
in response to changes in federal 
Title IX interpretations and the 
Violence Against Women Act. (See 
May 12 University Times.)

Wilson said Assembly mem-
bers would be receiving copies 
of  the draft via email from the 
Senate office. He urged faculty 
to read the draft document prior 
to the meeting to facilitate the 
discussion. 

“It is important and it is the 
final piece that has come before 
us,” he said, adding that the pro-
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Welcome to the inaugural 
“Library Insider” column. 
Here, experts from Pitt’s librar-
ies will discuss issues impact-
ing the teaching and research 
endeavors of  Pitt faculty and 
staff, highlighting ways we can 
partner with you to support 
your efforts, maximize your 
impact and save you time. 

q
As a researcher, you’re prob-

ably familiar with the h-index, 
which is a measure of  the impact 
of  your research based primarily 
on the number of  times your 
papers have been cited. While 
it continues to be a very impor-
tant metric, it tells only part of  
the story of  the impact of  your 
research, and it’s a lagging index, 
since amassing citations to your 
papers can take years. This index 
exists in a context where activities 
aimed at promoting your research 
are increasingly important. In 
addition, individual researchers 
and their universities are more 
and more interested in being able 
to tell stories around the research 
happening in their labs and on 
their campuses, stories that go 
beyond stating that so and so is a 
star researcher, and include things 
such as demonstrating real-world 
conversations and impacts.

Another factor at play is that 
while the journal article remains 
the pre-eminent research artifact, 
the data behind the research, 
presentations about the research 
and online conversations about 
it increasingly are becoming 
prominent. 

For example, many funders 
require that the data behind the 
article be made available along 
with the article itself, and jour-

nals increasingly are publishing 
data along with the article. So 
while there are well used and 
well regarded metrics for journal 
articles, those metrics really aren’t 
applicable to these additional 
outputs. Enter alternative metrics, 
often called altmetrics.

Altmetrics let us measure and 
monitor the reach and impact of  
scholarship and research through 
online interactions. Altmetrics 
aren’t meant to replace traditional 
metrics like the h-index, but rather 
are meant to complement them to 
help paint a fuller picture. 

q
Altmetrics can answer ques-

tions such as:
• How many times was my arti-

cle or presentation downloaded?
• Who is reading my work (on 

Mendeley, bookmarking sites, 
etc.)?

• Was it covered by any news 
agencies?

• Are other researchers com-
menting on it?

• How many times was it 
shared (on Facebook, Twitter, 
etc.)?

• Which countries are looking 
at my research?

Altmetrics can answer these 
questions both for journal articles 
and for the other research outputs, 
making them a valuable tool in 
telling a more compelling story 
around a particular piece of  
research. 

Telling the story of your research

U N I V E R S I T Y    S E N A T E    M A T T E R S / Frank Wilson

Pitt’s changing times
We should remember that change is a constant, but its type, speed and strength 

are all variable. Before Chancellor Gallagher’s arrival, organizational change had been 
occurring at Pitt: Key people left and new people filled those positions. Some long-
established programs were ended or significantly modified; new programs were initiated.   
That change process was not overly dramatic, nor did it take place at lightning speed.   
It was, rather, deliberate and steady, only producing dramatic results over the long term.   

During the last few years the nature and pace of  change at Pitt have deepened and 
accelerated. We grew from being a long-established American institution of  higher 
learning to become recognized as a world-class, elite public research university. Chan-
cellor Gallagher has been challenging us to demonstrate why we continue to deserve 
that recognition and how we can serve as an example of  an organization not willing to 
rest on its laurels. He also is making it clear that he wants to continue moving forward 
at a faster pace than that to which we have been accustomed.   

Many of  us have welcomed this approach, believing that it opens the doors of  
opportunity and innovation. Others are uncomfortable with this changing style of  
leadership and wonder why things that seemed to be working well need to be modified. 
New key leadership positions have been, and are being, created. Many of  the people 
filling those positions, whether moving up from Pitt’s ranks or coming in from the 
outside, have felt empowered as change agents. As they quickly move through their 
learning curves, they recognize that the primary context of  their initiatives and actions 
is the implementation phase of  The Plan for Pitt, the product of  a thoughtful and 
substantive strategic planning process.

This emergent process of  change has not been without its tensions, setbacks and 
roadblocks. A seamless transition in a complex organization undergoing significant 
cultural change like Pitt, situated as we are in uncertain national and global environ-
ments, would more likely be the exception than the rule. We should only be worried if  
this discomfort does not lessen as we carry out our work, or if  that discomfort begins 
to slip into individual and collective demoralization.

I believe that the University Senate can, and should, play important roles in both 
enabling the positive aspects of  our current change process and as a mediating and 
mitigating force at the points of  friction. It is an official structure of  shared governance, 
and I think the record is clear that the Senate leadership increasingly has sought to 
expand that responsibility, however advisory-only our role is explicitly defined. Prior 
to my taking office last year, the Senate already had acted as an important catalyst in 
Pitt’s strategic planning process, strengthening the collegial work between faculty, staff  
and student members of  our committees and administration liaisons. We faced our 
differences and controversies professionally and in good faith. 

Our efforts over the past year have continued along those lines, with some suc-
cess. The current Year of  Diversity, for instance, came about in large part as a call 
to action by Chancellor Gallagher, followed by the work and recommendations of  
a special Senate Council diversity and inclusion group. Another example: At one of  
its longest and most substantive meetings, Faculty Assembly debated and approved 

important University policy and procedures changes with respect to sexual miscon-
duct. I believe our efforts have elevated the level of  trust and cooperation between 
Pitt’s constituent groups.

Some of  the items on our agenda for this year are:
• Continuing to establish new understandings and organizational policies and 

practices concerning research. The long-awaited recommendations of  the committees 
examining questions of  intellectual property rights such as copyrights, patents and 
conflict of  interest soon will be announced. Simultaneously, the role of  community-
engaged research and practice will be seriously addressed. Both the Senate research 
committee and the community relations committee will focus on how such work 
should be appropriately supported, evaluated and rewarded.

• Discussing and voting on new policy recommendations regarding consensual 
sexual, romantic and intimate relationships with students and between employees.

• Considering all aspects of  faculty evaluation. Both an ad hoc Senate committee 
focusing on evaluation of  tenured faculty and our standing committee on tenure and 
academic freedom have confronted the issue of  salary reductions and are working with 
the Provost’s office to establish University-wide policy guidelines for implementing 
and appealing those kinds of  decisions. Our educational policies committee previ-
ously addressed questions about student evaluations of  teaching, and a working group 
including members of  that committee and the Senate computer usage committee has 
expanded that investigation. A new initiative, addressing the University’s current and 
possible future use of  various metrics for evaluating faculty productivity, also will begin.

• Acting on the final report of  the ad hoc committee on non-tenure-stream faculty 
issues, currently focused on part-time faculty. 

• Discussing an institutional statement regarding diversity, inclusion and core values, 
as it is developed by a special Senate committee.   

• Convening a special committee to consider the question of  fossil fuel divestment 
by Pitt.

q
I should mention that this column is appearing in the first University Times that 

will be available in a digital-only format. The Senate officers are aware that there will 
be some sadness, and maybe opposition, resulting from the decision to go paperless. 
We think that this “Faculty and Staff  Newspaper Since 1968” is something that has 
served Pitt well, is an example of  objective journalism that is not common in higher 
education, and is a publication of  which the University should be proud. We expressed 
our concerns about the change and what may be lost in the transition. 

My hope, however, is that Vice Chancellor of  Communications Susan Rogers, Times 
editor Nancy Brown and Senate Vice President Robin Kear, working together, will 
succeed in expanding both the substance of  the paper and increasing the size of  its 
readership.                                                                                                                n   

Frank Wilson is president of  the University Senate and a faculty member at Pitt-Greensburg.

q
What can altmetrics do for 

you? They can:
• Show the impact of  your 

work beyond traditional journal-
level metrics. You can see how 
different audiences, be they fellow 
researchers, policymakers or high 
school students, are engaging with 
your research.

• Show your department, 
university, funders and others the 
reach of  your research.

• Manage your reputation by 
seeing what’s being said online 
about your work.

• Compare your work to the 
work of  others at your institution 
or worldwide.

How do altmetrics work? 
Altmetric tools aggregate and 
analyze the “data exhaust” around 
a particular piece of  research. 
The particular artifact involved 
informs to an extent what’s 
tracked but generally these fall into 
the categories of  usage, captures, 
mentions, social media and cita-
tions. What belongs in each of  
these categories?

—Usage: clicks, downloads, 
views, library holdings, video 
plays.

—Captures: bookmarks, code 
forks, favorites, readers, watchers.

—Mentions: blog posts, com-
ments, reviews, Wikipedia links.

—Social media: +1s, likes, 
shares, tweets.

—Citations: citation indexes, 

patent citations, clinical citations.
In short, they help to capture 

the attention that a piece of  
research is receiving and they do 
so in real or close to real time.

q
Pitt’s librarians have expertise 

in both traditional metrics and 
altmetrics. Using these tools, we 
can work with you to:

• Compile metrics for your 
publications and other research 
outputs.

• Perform article citation 
analysis.

• Identify appropriate base-
lines for comparisons.

• Learn your h-index.
• Find the impact of  journals.
• Discover collaborators for 

your next project.
• Follow the newest research 

trends in your field.
• Track the social impact of  

your research.
There are many tools, free 

and subscription, that measure 
both traditional and alternative 
metrics around research. Some of  
the more popular altmetric tools 
include Impactstory, Altmetric.
com and Plum X. The University is 
an institutional subscriber to Plum 
X, meaning that tool is free to any 
member of  the Pitt community. 

To learn more, check out the 
altmetrics guides by the Uni-
versity Library System (http://
pitt.libguides.com/altmetrics/
introduction) and the Health 
Sciences Library System (http://
hsls.libguides.com/impact/bib-
liometrics).

Pitt librarians are ready, willing 
and able to help you tell the story 
of  the impact of  your research. n

Jeff  Wisniewski is web services and com-
munications librarian for the University 
Library System.
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Pitt’s senior administration grabs most of  the headlines. The faculty here get noticed when 
they bring in research dollars, win teaching awards or publish in their fields.

But behind the scenes, University staff, some 7,000 strong across five campuses, often toil in 
jobs ranging from the mundane to the esoteric. 

From mailroom workers to data entry specialists, costume designers to biosafety officers,   
photographers to accountants, staff  at Pitt perform tasks great and small, year-in and year-out, 
for the greater good of  the University. 

This is one in an occasional series profiling University staff, providing a glimpse of  some of  

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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Chris Davis, left, and Nick Mihailoff in the stockroom at Pitt’s Pymatuning Laboratory of Ecology in Linesville.

“One of  the most 
important things we 
need are pictures of  

what we do,” said Chris Davis, 
Pymatuning Laboratory of  Ecol-
ogy’s assistant director. 

Pitt’s sprawling PLE facility in 
tiny Linesville, a two-hour drive 
north of  the Pittsburgh campus, 
is “bursting at the seams,” he said, 
with 160 college students in its 
dorms each summer for a dozen 
classes; K-12 students attending 
PLE environmental programs 
from surrounding school districts 
the rest of  the year; and faculty 
researchers from across the coun-
try spending decades conducting 
seasonal environmental studies 
from its cabins. 

But Davis still understands 
the importance of  taking pictures 
of  PLE in action to let prospec-
tive students know what this Pitt 
facility is all about. He often will 
accompany classes to photograph 
students setting turtle traps in the 
swamp, doing bug counts and 
other work of  fellow limnolo-
gists — people who study inland 
waterways. 

PLE was founded as a Pitt 
biological field station at Presque 
Isle on Lake Erie in 1926, and is 
administered by the Department 
of  Biological Sciences in the 
Dietrich School of  Arts and Sci-
ences. In 1949, PLE was moved 
to Pymatuning State Park.

Today the central PLE site, 
called Sanctuary Lake for its 
state-protected waters, houses 
the main lab buildings, as well as 
classrooms and administrative and 
maintenance offices.

Across this end of  the lake, 
on more state land, is PLE’s 
housing site, begun in the 1960s, 
with dorms for 60 students and 
a half-dozen cabins for the PLE 
director and visiting university 
researchers.

Farther down the road that 
crosses the lake’s spillway — 
where tourists famously throw 
bread to the carp and ducks, a 
practice Davis deplores as ruinous 
to the lake’s biology in that area 
— is PLE’s Donald S. Wood Field 
Lab. Its 134 acres, where much of  
the facility’s aquatic research is 
done, were added in 2000. There 

are other multi-acre parcels at PLE 
with woods and wetlands used as 
additional study sites. 

Keeping PLE running means 
that Davis’ job ranges across the 
entire PLE grounds. On one day 
late this summer, for instance, he 
stood outside the administrative 
building making sure a half-dozen 
local university students success-
fully donned their chest waders for 
their Field Techniques in Ecology 
and Conservation class. This class 
was being taught by an Indiana 
University of  Pennsylvania pro-
fessor; Pitt has an agreement that 
invites many local universities to 
conduct classes at PLE, in effect 
creating new class offerings for 
Pitt students at the same time. 

These Field Techniques stu-
dents had used that morning to 
pitch their research proposals; 
now they were headed to PLE 
beaver ponds, toting dissolved 
oxygen meters, pH meters and 
nets to collect organisms, hoping 
to see what habitat the beavers 
were creating. Other classes this 
summer covered field entomol-
ogy, the ecology of  fungi, wild-
life management and behavioral 
ecology.

Davis’ office is an extension 
of  the PLE stock room, with 
shelves full of  class equipment: 
everything from pipettes and 
beakers to trail cameras that can 
take photos remotely from the 
trees, and audio recorders for a 
frog-call project Davis is helping 
to develop for PLE’s school-year 
programs.  

Davis, who joined PLE in 
2013, handles everything from 
using the University’s purchas-
ing system to getting researchers  

tools. He also can help them locate 
the best wetland or forest spot 
for their purpose, since he is an 
aquatic ecologist by trade. 

Another key staff  member 
making the many facets of  PLE 
function is facilities manager Nick 
Mihailoff  III, who has held this 
post since 1999. Mihailoff  handles 
all PLE repairs and refurbish-
ments with his two-man facilities 
and maintenance crew. Earlier this 
summer he and his team managed, 
just before the start of  classes, 
to renovate the two 30-person 
dorms: They reconfigured the  
shower to create changing spaces 
in front, and modified eight-
person rooms into cozier four-
person spaces. 

Mihailoff  also is kept busy 
maintaining the Woods Lab site, 
mowing its fields every three or 
so years so they are maintained in 
an early stage of  growth. In one 
of  those fields is a greenhouse-
like metal frame, used recently to 
house a butterfly study. Mihailoff  
and Davis recalled ordering mesh 
to put over the structure, at the 
researcher’s behest, then finding 
every insect had folded its wings 
and made it through the tiny 
holes the morning after they were 
placed inside.

“Things like that happen at 
field stations everywhere,” Davis 
said. 

Here and throughout the PLE 
site, Mihailoff  is responsible for 
rototilling the land for plantings, 
plowing snow to maintain access 
to the site and delivering equip-
ment to experiment locations, 
including loads of  lumber. 

PLE has its own well and small-the less recognized employees whose primary business is making Pitt work.
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Chris Davis, left, watches students don their waders before setting out to collect specimens.

Photos by Marty Levine/University Times

flow sewer treatment plant, which 
has forced Mihailoff  to get state 
licensures as a sewer operator. 
Soon he will be a licensed pesticide 
applicator as well, as part of  his 
grounds maintenance duties.

Mihailoff  recalled the state of  
PLE when he interviewed for his 
job. Laboratory 13, for instance, 
is today a small but modern lab 
clad in wood siding that recently 
housed a wasp experiment by a 
Pitt graduate student. This experi-
ment, now moved outdoors, is 
testing the influence of  insect 
personalities — aggression or 
cooperation, for instance — on 
the health and evolution of  their 
colonies. 

When Mihailoff  first saw Lab 
13, it was scheduled to be remod-
eled. Considering its condition 
on first sight, he said, “I thought 
the best thing to do with this 
building would be to bulldoze it 
down.” Instead, his first job was 
to renovate it “on a shoestring.” 
To control costs, PLE often uses 
surplus equipment from Pitt 
campuses, he said.

Even Laboratory 12 next 
door, completed two years ago 
with a National Science Foun-
dation (NSF) grant, was built 
with castoff  lab tables from the 
Titusville campus and cabinetry 
from Oakland. This molecular/
microbial lab is much larger than 
Lab 13, at 3,600 square feet. 
Joined to two older labs, it houses 
machinery used by PLE director 
Cori Richards-Zawacki to detect 
fungal pathogens in frogs, plus 
other ultra-modern research 
equipment. The older laborato-
ries down the hall have isolation 
chambers and other equipment 
to conduct studies with birds and 
smaller invertebrates.

PLE’s original lab, built for 
botany in 1954, also has been 
renovated by Mihailoff  and his 
crew. Called the Lakeside Lab, it 
abuts Pymatuning Lake and has 
been refitted as the classroom for 
initial class sessions during each 
four-week summer class. Speci-
men jars, once relegated to the 
basement, now sit on shelves at 
the front of  the class, filled with 
fish, snakes and frogs. In one, 
dated Aug. 26, 1955, float small 
striped fish identified only by 
their scientific name in an almost 
readable scrawl; another dates 
back to 1948.

In the basement are three 
new large growth chambers for 
creating controlled environments 
to evaluate how plants react to 
specific atmospheric changes such 

as light, temperature, CO2 levels 
or humidity. 

In 2012, Mihailoff  oversaw 
the remodeling of  PLE’s kitchen, 
which now shines with silver 
cookware, and its dining hall, 
which hosts seminars when not 
in use by summer students and 
visiting professors.

Davis oversees and Mihailoff  
helps maintain such large-scale 
PLE projects as a five-university 
national experiment on the effect 
of  climate change on frogs, as 
harbinger species signaling poten-
tially wider impacts of  global 
warming. 

At the Woods Lab site, 20 or 
so cattle tanks filled with pond 
water sit beside a barn-like lab 
building. Inside the tanks swim 
about 400 leopard frog tadpoles, 
their environments being made to 
dry at varying levels to simulate 
the effects of  climate change on 
habitats. Inside the lab, the mature 
frogs are tested by a Pitt PhD 
student and a postdoc, as well as 
students from other universities 
who work with PLE faculty, to 
determine the frogs’ amino acid 
levels. These researchers hope 
to gauge the frogs’ immunity 
to disease after living in various 
conditions.

q
When another set of  students 

returned from their class expedi-
tion carrying turtle nets, Davis 
noticed that one student was 
soaked, despite his size 13 chest 
waders — it must have developed 
a hole.

“Guess what, Nick, we’re 
down to zero 13s,” Davis called, 
tossing the damaged equipment 
aside. Time to reorder.

Recent student surveys, Davis 
said, show that PLE’s efforts at 
publicizing its capabilities and 
recent renovations have paid off  
in heightened student satisfaction 
rates and increased interest in PLE 
programs. The pair hopes PLE 
soon will be able to build a third 
dormitory.

“The first, biggest complaint 
from the students is that the 
Internet stinks here, because we 
are out in the sticks,” Davis said. 
PLE is applying for an NSF grant 
to rectify that condition as well.

“We’re constantly trying to 
improve our facility,” Davis said. 
“What are the next things people 
want to have improved and we’ll 
work on it.”

“We like to call ourselves Team 
PLE,” Mihailoff  said, “and it’s a 
pretty good team, I think.”
—Marty Levine                       n

The original PLE facility sits at the edge of Pymatuning Lake.
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“Race is probably one 
of  the most difficult 
things to talk about,” 

sociology department faculty 
member Waverly Duck told the 
forum, “Black, White & Blue: 
Addressing Race and Police 
Shootings in the Classroom,” 
sponsored last month by the 
Center for Urban Education 
(CUE). 

There is “trauma and emo-
tional labor with witnessing 
people die” in racially charged 
violent situations, he told the 
capacity crowd of  100 in Posvar 
Hall — particularly today, with 
police shootings of  black people 
drawing social media attention.

“There are not so many spaces, 
and I hate to say this, at this 
institution to have this conversa-
tion,” Duck added. “For faculty 
members of  color, I think there 
is this expectation that you will 
have these conversations, you will 
teach these courses. I don’t mind 
… but how do you have these 
conversations in physics?”

The forum focused on how 
instructors in higher education 
can talk in their classrooms about 
tough issues such as race, class 
and their intersection with law 
enforcement. It also dealt more 
broadly with how people need to 
understand the historical context 
of  race and class in America and 
the history of  policing in poor, 
majority-black neighborhoods.

The other panel members 
were:

• Linda DeAngelo, CUE fac-
ulty fellow and higher education 
faculty member in the School 
of  Education’s Department of  
Administrative and Policy Studies;

• Eric Holmes, commander, 
Pittsburgh Bureau of  Police; and

• Gerald Dickinson, who is 
in his first semester as a faculty 
member in Pitt’s School of  Law 
and formerly was a law clerk in 
the U.S. Court of  Appeals for the 
Third Circuit.

Moderator Ashley Woodson, 
social studies faculty member in 
the Department of  Instruction 
and Learning and a CUE member, 
said the need to say “Black lives 
matter” is not just a current 
movement but has been a recur-
ring theme since the founding of  
America. She noted Ida B. Wells’ 
newspaper and pamphlet cam-
paigns against lynchings begin-
ning in the late 1800s and Billie 
Holiday’s recording of  “Strange 
Fruit” in 1939.

q
DeAngelo, the only white 

panelist, arrived here in 2012 
from Los Angeles. Although that 
city did not seem as diverse as it 
appears from the outside, she said, 
“I had no idea of  what being in a 
white space was like until I moved 
to Pittsburgh,” encountered Pitt 
classes full of  white students, 
and tried to communicate about 
topics in her research, which, as 
her website details, “focus on the 
differential effect of  institutions 
on students … outcomes for 
first-generation, low-income and 
underrepresented students and 
learning and change in diverse 
environments.” 

“How do I engage in this work 
I am committed to around social 
justice,” she said, especially when 
teaching students who intend to 
have careers in higher education? 
“I found that my students in 
particular have no experience at 
all” with imagining others’ lives 
in depth, particularly those of  

other races.
She added: “I had to reinvent 

myself  a little. I really had to deal 
with whiteness in a new way … 
What is whiteness? What does it 
mean to be white?”

When black people die at the 
hands of  law enforcement — 
on the street, in police vehicles, 
in jail — she recommends a 
straightforward approach to class 
discussions: “I just come right out 
here and say, ‘These things are 
happening, let’s talk about it.’” 
She has learned “to work with 
and use my colleagues, to know 
that I’m not out there alone,” 
DeAngelo added. 

She cautioned, however, that 
faculty seeking tenure may be 
reticent to bring up subjects that 
are deemed controversial. They 
may feel that “the best way to get 
a good evaluation is to keep your 
mouth shut,” she said.

Rich Milner, CUE director, 
spoke from the audience when 
the panel was asked how teachers 
at all levels of  schooling could 
incorporate such discussions in 
their classrooms. Ignoring the 
issues is not wise, he said, noting 
the “null curriculum” idea of  
Stanford faculty member Elliot 
Eisner, who posited that failing to 
speak in class about conspicuous 
events in society teaches strong 
lessons anyway: “This is the most 
powerful part of  the curriculum, 
from my perspective: the null 
curriculum … from what we 
don’t teach them” about race, 
Milner said. 

His father, Milner noted, is one 
of  those men who communicates 
with his kids through his wife, 
which is why Milner was surprised 
when his dad called him one day 
recently. “He said, ‘If  you get 
pulled over by the police, you just 
do what you are told…. Because 
you’re going to bury me; I’m not 
going to bury you.’” 

If  a college professor over 

the age of  40 hears such things 
from a parent, Milner added, 
“You can imagine the types of  
conversations kids are having in 
their homes.”

q
“Historically, in the past, when 

an issue occurred, when there 
were types of  violence, we took 
a saturation approach — no toler-
ance,” said city police commander 
Eric Holmes, a 19-year veteran of  
the Pittsburgh Bureau of  Police 
who started his law enforcement 
career as a Pitt police officer. Such 
an approach was counterproduc-
tive, he acknowledged. “We didn’t 
do what we intended to do. We left 
a bad taste with young people. It 
wasn’t good policy.

“I got into policing, believe 
it or not, because of  a negative 
interaction I had with police,” 
Holmes reported. After growing 
up in Penn Hills, he and a friend 
were working as security officers 
at Three Rivers Stadium when 
they were pulled over on Route 
28 by suburban police. Holmes 
and his companion, both African 
American and still in their security 
guard uniforms, found the cop 
confrontational; he even began 
unholstering his gun during the 
traffic stop, which only resulted 
in a ticket.

Afterward, Holmes and his 
friend debated filing a complaint. 
“We both decided, don’t ask me 
why, maybe we could change it 
by getting into law enforcement.” 
Both are police officers today.

“In Pittsburgh we recognize 
that we’re probably one incident 
away from protests happening 
here,” Holmes said. Chief  Cam-
eron McLay is leading the force 
in piloting a federally run police 
reform program to change police 
practices, Holmes reported. 

q
Gerald Dickinson noted his 

own journey to understanding 
race relations, which will culmi-

nate with him teaching his first Pitt 
class this spring: Land, Race and 
Property Rights. He was a foster 
child in Allegheny County, with 
both black siblings  and white sib-
lings. After law school worked as 
an attorney first in New York City 
and then in Johannesburg, South 
Africa, representing squatters in 
its slums. He then started a hous-
ing-rights legal-representation 
project at the Pittsburgh-based 
law firm Reed Smith, mostly for 
African Americans.

As a property law scholar, he 
will focus his course on federal, 
state and local laws and policies 
that have created segregated 
communities in America since 
the 1920s, from the building of  
low-income housing projects to 
urban renewal efforts that created 
segregated communities with a 
lack of  jobs and consequently 
burgeoning crime.

Dickinson noted that “broken 
windows policing” — the idea 
that eliminating all outward signs 
of  blight, including petty street 
crimes, leads to safer streets —
targets neighborhoods mostly 
occupied by low-income blacks. 

“The issue with that is … of  
course continuous aggressive 
policing in those neighborhoods 
will inevitably create tension 
between residents and the police.” 

When black people die fol-
lowing encounters with police, 
he said, “it is important to take a 
step back there and assess the facts 
of  the case before jumping into it 
and taking a side” by reacting on 
social media, for instance. Then 
people can respond “in a more 
civic manner.”

Given such tensions between 
city residents and police, it is 
very hard to step back and take a 
facts-only approach, one audience 
member said: “Some of  the first 
facts are that my emotions are so 
damaged.” It’s hard to just react 
to the facts when a person is not 

yet healed from past injustices, 
she added. 

One of  the primary respon-
sibilities of  faculty in such cir-
cumstances is to provide space 
in class for pertinent discussions, 
DeAngelo said.

“You have to take seriously 
how people are making sense of  
what’s around them,” Duck added 
— even if  their assessment of  a 
recent incident “is not true.” While 
individuals may not understand 
historically why they are in this 
plight, they do have a clear sense 
of  what is going on around them. 
“Value that local knowledge and 
see how it is being shaped,” he 
counseled.

“In these communities, every-
one is under pressure,” from 
parents and kids to social workers, 
said Duck. With any occupation, 
such as police officer, he added, 
“there are good actors and bad 
actors,” but local police need 
most of  all to build trust and use 
discretion when acting in poor 
black neighborhoods. Residents, 
too, need to understand how 
pervasive are the causes of  their 
current situation — far beyond 
heavy policing, he said: “Law 
enforcement officers are not 
social workers. We need to think 
of  this situation holistically,” and 
discuss how schools and other 
major institutions are contributing 
to the problems, and the solutions.

q
Another attendee noted that, 

in black communities, killings of  
black people by law enforcement 
cause fresh pain, but there also is 
historical pain: “There hasn’t been 
a space for healing in black com-
munities …   There has never been 
a reconciliation or a recognition 
of  history.” Instead, she said, the 
sentiment she hears from outside  
is “‘Let’s get past it. We’re in a new 
century.’ What do we do to create 
the spaces here at the University” 
to heal the past and the present? 
she asked.

Forum moderator Woodson 
noted that talking about white-
ness, especially for white people, 
is hard: “What does it mean to 
perform whiteness?” she asked. 
“Whiteness is invisible. Whiteness 
is the norm.”

“Our kids are watching,” said 
a middle-school teacher attending 
the forum: “They are not waiting 
for us to have that conversation. 
Our city is a lived conversation.” 
She encouraged the audience 
to create moments and circum-
stances to allow for frank discus-
sions of  race in classrooms.

How can Pitt and other institu-
tions of  higher education bring 
in faculty “who are brave enough 
to challenge the system?” Duck 
asked. He suggested faculty use 
historical and current government 
reports on the state of  race rela-
tions, poverty and related issues, 
including the Department of  Jus-
tice report on Ferguson, Missouri, 
as a start for discussing police 
department practices following 
the killing of  Michael Brown. 
He added that faculty ought “to 
use actual documentation, using 
tools that explore, when you have 
a series of  investigations, what are 
the problems you have in reducing 
these problems.” 

“We all stand on the shoulders 
of  giants,” Dickinson concluded. 
“I’d like to see all of  you and us 
as future giants that others can 
stand on the shoulders of, as they 
proceed with their careers.”
—Marty Levine                                     n
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The University is included 
in the Princeton Review’s 2017 
listing of  The Best 381 Colleges. 
The schools featured in The 
Best 381 Colleges comprise the 
top 15 percent of  all four-year 
colleges in the nation.

In addition, the University’s 
Bradford, Johnstown and Pitts-
burgh campuses are among 228 
Best Northeastern colleges in 
the publication’s 2017 Best Col-
leges: Region by Region listing. 

According to the Princeton 
Review, the school profiles in the 
publication include admission 
and financial aid information 
plus ratings of  the schools in 
academics, admissions selec-
tivity, financial aid, fire safety, 
quality of  life, green, profes-
sors interesting and professors 
accessible. 

The rating scores are based 
primarily on data from the 
education services company’s 
surveys of  administrators at the 
colleges in 2015-16. 

The publication, which does 
not rank the schools in hierarchi-
cal order, also includes ranking 
lists that are based on surveys 
of  143,000 students at the 381 
best schools.

The Pittsburgh campus also 
appeared on two of  the publica-
tion’s 62 annual college rankings 
lists, which are based on student 
surveys in the areas of  academ-
ics/administration, quality of  
life, politics, campus life, town 
life, social life, extracurriculars, 
social scene and school type. The 
top 20 schools in each category 
are ranked.

In the 2017 survey the 
Pittsburgh campus ranked No. 
6 on the “college city gets high 
marks” category, based on stu-
dents’ responses to “How do 
you rate the city or town where 
your school is located?” 

The Pittsburgh campus 
ranked No. 17 on the “profes-
sors get low marks” category, 
based on students’ responses to 
the question “Are your instruc-
tors good teachers?” 

The rankings can be viewed 
at www.princetonreview.com/
best381.                                           n

Pitt innovators can consult 
with a potential investor for free 
during monthly office hours on 
campus.

The University’s Innovation 
Institute is partnering with ven-
ture capital firm Draper Triangle 
to provide feedback to faculty, 
staff  or students on how ready 
their innovations may be for 
venture capital investment.

Thirty-minute consultations 
are by appointment only, with 
the first scheduled for tomorrow, 
Sept. 16. Other investor office 
hours this academic year are set 

Pitt innovators get free investor help
for 1-5 p.m. Oct. 28, Dec. 16, Jan. 
27, Feb. 24, March 31, April 28, 
May 19 and June 19. 

Participants must register in 
advance. For more information 
or to make an appointment, 
visit www.innovation.pitt.edu/
events-competitions/investor-
office-hours/.

q
Pitt innovators were awarded 

a record-high 80 patents and 13 
startup companies were formed 
based on technologies developed 
at the University in fiscal year 
2016. 

In addition, invention dis-
closure submissions — the first 
step in commercializing an inno-
vation — rose to a record-high 
314, according to the Innovation 
Institute’s FY16 figures.

Compared with five years ago, 
patents issued to University inno-
vators have more than doubled 
— rising 116 percent over FY11’s 
37 — and the number of  startups 
has jumped 450 percent from two 
in FY11. 

License revenues have risen 
19 percent to $7.33 million, up 
from $6.17 million in FY11, and 

invention disclosures have risen 
22 percent, up from 257 in that 
same time frame. 

Marc Malandro, the Innova-
tion Institute’s director, said: “As 
these results clearly demonstrate, 
the culture of  innovation and 
entrepreneurship is accelerating 
at Pitt. The establishment in fiscal 
year 2016 of  the Chancellor’s 
Innovation Commercialization 
Funds, which will provide $1 mil-
lion in gap funding for promising 
Pitt innovations over two fiscal 
years, provides a significant boost 
to our commercialization efforts 

and will help us carry the posi-
tive momentum through the new 
fiscal year.” 

Several Pittsburgh-based ven-
tures are among the companies 
formed in FY16. They include 
Ocugenix, which has an exclusive 
option to license Pitt technology 
to treat glaucoma and macular 
degeneration; Interphase Materi-
als, which has developed antifoul-
ing compounds licensed from Pitt 
for preventing the collection of  
barnacles and mussels on boats, 
ships and industrial water intake 
systems; and SkinJect, which 
licensed Pitt technology for treat-
ing skin cancer with microneedle 
patches.
—From staff  reports                 n

Pitt named
in Princeton 
Review best 

colleges 
compilation

Faculty input urged on sr. VC for research
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
posed policy contains significant 
changes and potential points of  
controversy. 

Fossil fuels divestment
Wilson said he is securing 

commitments from individuals to 
serve on a Senate ad hoc commit-
tee that will examine the issue of  
divesting the University’s invest-
ment in the fossil fuels indus-
try. Michael Goodhart, faculty 
member in political science, raised 
the issue at the Assembly’s May 10 
meeting, citing the activity of  the 
Fossil Free Pitt Coalition student 
group. (See May 12 University Times.)

Wilson said he expected the 
committee would present a report 
to the Assembly in early spring.

Research metrics 
and faculty evaluation

The University Senate’s spring 
plenary will focus on best practices 
in research metrics and faculty 
evaluation, Robin Kear, Senate 
vice president, announced to the 
Assembly Tuesday. 

“I think it’s an understatement 
to say there has been movement in 
the way data and metrics are used 
in faculty evaluation and tenure. 
I can only imagine this has been 
uneven using different tools and 
standards — sometimes under-
standably so — by disciplines, 
schools, departments and deans,” 
she said. 

She cited the Leiden Mani-
festo — a set of  10 principles 
to guide research evaluation and 
the use of  metrics named for the 
2014 conference on science and 
technology indicators from which 
they arose — published in Nature 
on April 22, 2015, and a May 2016 
faculty council in Bloomington, 
Indiana, that adopted a policy on 
responsible use of  metrics, based 
loosely on those principles.

“This is a good chance to get 
ahead of  potential issues related to 
this topic and to work toward best 
discipline-specific approaches and 
other potential outcomes involv-
ing research metrics,” Kear said. 

Tweeting
The Senate now has a Twit-

ter account: @pittsenate, said 
Kear, who will be monitoring 
the account. 

Global operations support
Ian McLaughlin, global opera-

tions support manager at the 
University Center for Interna-
tional Studies (UCIS), outlined 
his role as a new central point of  

contact to aid faculty in working 
internationally.

Whether faculty are working 
overseas, are participating in 
international work from here, or 
are bringing international guests 
to campus, McLaughlin can assist 
in connecting them with campus 
resources. 

He called attention to infor-
mation at www.globaloperations.
pitt.edu, which links to resources 
including: 

• Travel readiness, including 
trip registration, emergency ser-
vices and insurance coverage for 
faculty and staff  traveling overseas 
on business.

• Computing Services and Sys-
tems Development’s technology 
loaner program.

• International payments, 
including honoraria to foreign 
visitors, payments for services 
abroad and international tax 
issues.

• Legal issues including export 
control, shipments of  hazardous 
or restricted materials and perma-
nent establishment issues.

• International research, 
including cooperative agree-
ments and memorandums of  
understanding.

McLaughlin said additional 
services are on the horizon: 
interpretation and translation ser-
vices via Language Select, which 
includes 200 different languages; 
an international agreement data-
base to streamline agreement pro-
cesses and make them paperless; 
Ernst and Young international 
consultants; and a faculty and staff  
development program course 
on international processes and 
protocol, planned for next spring.

University Times 
digital transition

Kear, who is representing the 
Senate officers in meetings with 
University Times editor Nancy 
Brown and Vice Chancellor for 
Communications Susan Rogers as 
the University Times transitions 
to a digital-only publication, pro-
vided an update to the Assembly.

“We as the officers feel the 
University Times is a very impor-
tant unique communications piece 
for both faculty and staff  of  the 
University,” she said, citing its 
role in the University’s shared 
governance process. 

“We appreciate the objective, 
accurate and succinct quality of  
the reporting on Senate issues and 
affairs as well as other happenings 
of  the University,” Kear said. 

“When we heard in mid August 
that the U Times was going to 
move to a digital version by mid-
September, we were naturally 
concerned. Our main goal was and 
is to preserve the type of  content 
that we have now and we’re going 
to be watching this as the com-
munication platforms change over 
the next year,” she said. 

“I believe we understood the 
argument for the move from paper 
to digital. We were not necessar-
ily trying to fight that, but we are 
really trying to keep watch over 
the content.”

Kear reiterated that all faculty 
and staff  on all campuses are to 
receive the electronic publication. 

“We hope and believe that 
by expanding the reach of  the 
University Times in this way that 
it will increase its value to our com-
munity. I think that more quality 
communications will only raise 
awareness as we all work together 
in this University,” she said.

Wilson added, “I expect there’s 
a good chance that more people 
actually will end up reading the 
University Times than when the 
print edition was out there.” 

Faculty member Maria Kovacs 
of  medicine noted that internet 
access isn’t always available to 
everyone. “I just think that this 
limits access in a way,” she said, 
expressing concern that the 
decision was made without the 
Senate’s input. 

Faculty member Chris Bon-
neau of  political science noted 
that people visiting campus or 
taking campus tours often pick 
up print copies of  the University 
Times and the Pitt Chronicle, 
which also moved to a digital-only 
platform this fall. “They’re not 
going to go on the website and 

see it if  they don’t know it exists,” 
he said, asking that print copies 
be preserved in some locations.

John Stoner of  history sug-
gested placing a QR code or 
signage with links to the digital 
publications in locations where 
readers were accustomed to pick-
ing up the publications.

Lifesaving smartphone app
David Salcido, faculty in emer-

gency medicine and co-director 
of  the University of  Pittsburgh 
Resuscitation Logistics and Infor-
matics Venture (PittReLIVe), 
called attention to the PulsePoint 
smartphone app, which notifies 
those who know how to do CPR 
when there is a cardiac arrest 
victim nearby. 

The app is integrated with 
Allegheny County 911 dispatch 
and automatically sends a signal 
to nearby users when a cardiac 
arrest call is received, enabling 
volunteers to help before EMS 
arrives.

The free app is available for 
download via Google Play and 
the App Store. More information 
is available at www.pittrelive.org.

Expanded executive 
committee to meet

The Senate officers and chairs 
of  Senate committees will meet 
Oct. 17 in an expanded executive 
committee session. Wilson said he 
hopes the Senate leaders will make 
connections regarding issues that 
are of  interest to multiple Senate 
committees. 

“It’s the perfect opportunity to 
form special working groups,” he 
said, adding that such collabora-
tions will make the Senate’s work 
more efficient and effective. 
—Kimberly K. Barlow            n

Pennsylvania Secretary 
of  State Pedro A. Cortés 
is coming to the 
Pittsburgh campus 
next week to pro-
mote the Every-
one votesPA voter 
toolkit.

Pa r t i c i p a n t s 
can register to vote 
and network with 
public and elected officials 
at the event, set for 5-7 p.m. 
Sept. 27 in the Alumni Hall 
Connolly Ballroom.  

Vice Chancellor for Com-
munity and Governmental 

Voter registration event set
Relations Paul Supowitz 
will be among the speakers.

E v e r y o n e .
v o t e s P A . c o m 
includes general 
information about 
voting in Penn-
sylvania as well as 
links to find your 
polling place, apply 
for an absentee 

ballot, check voter regis-
tration status or register to 
vote online. 

The registration dead-
line for the Nov. 8 general 
election is Oct. 11.            n                    
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Swanson partners 
with Oberg on 
3-D printing

To solve some of  industry’s 
most difficult additive manufac-
turing, or 3-D printing, problems, 
Oberg Industries and the Swanson 
School of  Engineering have part-
nered to combine Oberg experi-
ence in manufacturing complex 
tooling and precision machined or 
stamped metal components with 
Pitt’s ANSYS Additive Manufac-
turing Research Laboratory.

For the next two years Oberg 
will have full-time employees 
on-site to manage technical excel-
lence at the ANSYS lab. This 
additive manufacturing lab is 
equipped with advanced additive 
manufacturing devices that use 
metals, alloys, polymers and other 
materials to print components for 
nearly every industry. Oberg also 
will promote the partnership to 
its customer partners to broaden 
corporate activity at Pitt.

The partnership also will 
support faculty and students 
conducting collaborative research 
with Oberg and other industry 
partners. Pitt and Oberg will 
interact to pursue student recruit-
ment and employment, as well as 
joint educational, scholarship and 
sponsorship opportunities.

Oberg and Pitt’s collaborative 
work in this area was initiated 
with funding from the federal 
government via America Makes 
(the National Additive Manufac-
turing Innovation Institute). Pitt’s 
research includes the develop-
ment and testing of  new tools to 
optimize the design and construc-
tion of  manufactured parts to 
improve strength, lower weight, 
reduce overall costs and improve 
sustainability of  production. 

Said Balazs: “BZ-PZ compu-
tations are not digital, like most 
people are familiar with, and so to 
recognize something like a blurred 
pattern within an image requires 
nonconventional computing. For 
the first time, we have been able to 
show how these materials would 
perform the computations for 
pattern recognition.”

Levitan and Fang first stored 
a pattern of  numbers as a set of  
polarities in the BZ-PZ units, and 
the input patterns were coded 
through the initial phase of  the 
oscillations imposed on these 
units. 

The computational modeling 
revealed that the input pattern 
closest to the stored pattern 
exhibited the fastest convergence 
time to the stable synchroniza-
tion behavior, and was the most 
effective at recognizing patterns. 
In this study, the materials were 
programmed to recognize black-
and-white pixels in the shape of  
numbers that had been distorted.

Compared to a traditional 
computer, these computations 
were slow, taking minutes. Noted 
Yashin: “Individual events are 
slow because the period of  the 
BZ oscillations is slow. However, 
there are some tasks that need 
a longer analysis, and are more 
natural in function. That’s why 
this type of  system is perfect to 
monitor environments like the 
human body.”

For example, Yashin said that 
patients recovering from a hand 
injury could wear a glove that 
monitors movement, which can 
inform doctors whether the hand 
is healing properly or if  the patient 
has improved mobility. 

Since the devices convert 
chemical reactions to electrical 
energy, there would be no need 
for external electrical power. 

The research was funded 
by a five-year National Science 
Foundation Integrated NSF 
Support Promoting Interdisci-
plinary Research and Education 
(INSPIRE) grant.

applications of  language knowl-
edge within education, migration 
and conservation.

Park and Gosler will look 
at several questions: Are words 
influenced by local environments?   
How do we explain similarities 
and differences between linguistic 
diversity and biodiversity?   What 
do different approaches to naming 
reveal about the role and mecha-
nisms of  creativity in language?

Creative Multilingualism is 
funded by the Arts and Humani-
ties Research Council.

we will be experimenting with 
and modeling would allow us to 
create scaffolding with pore sizes 
similar to those of  cells and which 
also helps keep the cells alive by 
promoting good nutrient flow 
due to the regularity of  the pore 
structure.”

Another field that might 
benefit greatly from large-scale 
self-assembly is microelectronics. 
Next generation batteries with 
higher charge capacities suffer 

Parents who excel at math 
produce children who excel at 
math. A study by lead researcher 
Melissa E. Libertus, psychology 
faculty member in the Dietrich 
school and research scientist 
in the Learning Research and 
Development Center (LRDC), 
shows a distinct transfer of  math 
skills from parent to child. The 
study specifically explored inter-
generational transmission — the 
concept of  parental influence 
on an offspring’s behavior or 
psychology — in mathematic 
capabilities.

Said Libertus: “Our findings 
suggest an intuitive sense for 
numbers has been passed down 
— knowingly or unknowingly — 
from parent to child. Essentially, 
the math skills of  parents tend to 
‘rub off ’ on their children. This 
research could have significant 
ramifications for how parents are 
advised to talk about math and 
numbers with their children and 
how teachers go about teaching 
children in classrooms.”

The researchers found that 
the performance levels for early 
school-aged children on standard-
ized mathematic tests could be 
reliably predicted by their parents’ 
performance on similar examina-
tions. Specifically, they observed 
major correlations in parent-child 
performance in such key areas 
as mathematical computations, 
number-fact recall and word-
problem analysis. Surprisingly, the 
researchers also found that chil-
dren’s intuitive sense of  numbers 
— the ability to know that 20 jelly 
beans are more than 10 jelly beans 
without first counting them — is 
predicted by their parents’ intui-
tive sense of  numbers. Research-
ers determined that such close 
result parallels could not have 
been produced through similar 
institutional learning backgrounds 
because their previous research 
showed that this intuitive sense 
of  numbers is present in infancy.

The findings represent evi-
dence of  intergenerational trans-
mission of  unlearned, nonverbal 
numerical competence from 
parents to children. While sepa-
rate studies have pointed to the 
existence of  intergenerational 
transmission of  cognitive abilities, CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

from phase changes, meaning 
the cycles of  charging and dis-
charging cause changes to the 
battery’s internal structure. These 
variations hinder the battery’s per-
formance and eventually prevent 
it from holding a charge at all. 
Chemical engineers would be able 
to apply large-scale self-assembly 
to create batteries in which ions 
were able to be transferred more 
precisely, potentially resulting in  
longer life spans.

Parents’ math skills “rub off” on children
only a few have examined parental 
influences in specific academic 
domains, such as mathematics.

For the current study, the math 
abilities of  parents and children 
were assessed using subtests 
from the Woodcock-Johnson 
III Tests of  Achievement, a 
standardized exam of  baseline 
math ability. Children completed 
three subtests designed to gauge 
their capabilities in mathematical 
computations, basic number-fact 
recall and word problems with 
visual aids. Parents completed a 
math fluency subtest as a measure 
of  mathematical ability and were 
surveyed on the importance of  
children developing certain math 
skills.

The study sampled 54 children 
ages 5-8 as well as 51 parents — 46 
mothers and five fathers — ages 
30-59. Among the children, 45 
were Caucasian, five biracial, three 
African American and one Asian. 
Forty-six parents had at least a 
college degree and all possessed 
at least a high school diploma.

Emily J. Braham, a doc-
toral student with a cognitive-
neuroscience concentration in 
the Department of  Psychology, 
assisted in the research.

The study was published in 
Developmental Science.

NIH funds decade 
of research into 
autoimmune disease

Mark Shlomchik, faculty 
member and chair of  the Depart-
ment of  Immunology in the 
School of  Medicine, has been 
awarded a 10-year, $3.8 million 
MERIT Award from the National 
Institutes of  Health (NIH), which 
will provide long-term support 
for research into autoimmune 
diseases and the body’s immune 
response.

Shlomchik and colleagues 
have studied lupus and other 
autoimmune diseases for decades, 
making contributions to current 
understanding of  the biology of  
these diseases, which are difficult 
to treat. Said Shlomchik: “Since 
these are complex diseases, our 
work, which uses genetically 
modified mice, takes significant 

Potential for 
“materials that 
compute” advances

The potential to develop 
“materials that compute” has 
advanced at the Swanson school, 
where researchers have dem-
onstrated that a material can be 
designed to recognize simple 
patterns. This responsive hybrid 
material, powered by its own 
chemical reactions, could one 
day be integrated into clothing 
and used to monitor the human 
body, or developed as a skin for 
“squishy” robots.

Published in Science Advances, 
this work continues the research 
of  Anna C. Balazs, Distin-
guished Professor of  Chemical 
and Petroleum Engineering, and 
Steven P. Levitan, the John A. 
Jurenko Professor of  Electri-
cal and Computer Engineering. 
Co-investigators are Yan Fang, 
lead author and graduate student 
researcher in the Department of  
Electrical and Computer Engi-
neering; and Victor V. Yashin, 
faculty member in chemical and 
petroleum engineering.

The computations were mod-
eled using Belousov-Zhabotinsky 
(BZ) gel, a substance that oscillates 
in the absence of  external stimuli, 
with an overlaying piezoelectric 
(PZ) cantilever. These so-called 
BZ-PZ units combine Balazs’ 
research in BZ gels and Levitan’s 
expertise in computational model-
ing and oscillator-based comput-
ing systems.

Linguistic diversity 
explored

Karen Park, faculty member 
in the Dietrich School of  Arts and 
Sciences’ Department of  Linguis-
tics, has been awarded funding as 
part of  a University of  Oxford-
led research program, Creative 
Multilingualism. This four-year 
interdisciplinary program will 
bring together researchers from 
six universities and 16 other insti-
tutions to address the importance 
of  linguistic diversity in an increas-
ingly global society with respect 
to the creative processes at work 
within language.

Park and Andrew Gosler of  
Oxford’s zoology department, 
with partners from the Smithson-
ian Institution National Museum 
of  Natural History and BirdLife 
International, will investigate 
the creative processes at work as 
linguistically diverse communi-
ties respond to the natural world 
through naming, metaphor and 
myth. The project will draw on 
comparative and historical linguis-
tics, anthropology and biology to 
investigate questions of  language 
evolution and change, parallels 
between linguistic diversity and 
biodiversity, processes at work 
in language learning and broader 

Study focuses on 
self-assembly of 
large-scale particles

NSF has awarded Joseph 
McCarthy,  William  Kepler  
Whiteford Professor and vice 
chair for education in the Depart-
ment of  Chemical and Petroleum 
Engineering in the Swanson 
school, a $404,187 grant for 
research focusing on the self-
assembly of  materials into com-
plex structures at sizes much larger 
than the nanoscale.

In the self-assembly of  mate-
rials, component parts of  a 
system spontaneously organize 
themselves into a uniform and 
desired structure. This process is 
similar to how a number of  coin-
shaped magnets might assemble 
themselves into a cylinder if  they 
are jostled.

At the nanoscale, particles 
arrange themselves into organized 
and stable structures whereby 
the “jostling” is accomplished 
simply through natural thermal 
(Brownian) motion. Because 
nanoparticles exhibit this behav-
ior on their own, they easily can 
be used to build biological and 
chemical sensors, computer chips 
with more computing power and 
a variety of  photonic devices.

Larger particles are more dif-
ficult for scientists and engineers 
to manipulate, and they have 
not yet shown the potential for 
the same range of  applications 
that has caused the explosion of  
nanotechnology in recent years. 
However, the results of  McCar-
thy’s research have suggested the 
self-assembly of  larger particles 
is possible. 

Said McCarthy: “Fabricating 
the self-assembly of  larger par-
ticles had been done a handful of  
times before we started trying it, 
but we’ve pushed the possibilities 
a lot further. Other researchers 
noticed the phenomenon occur-
ring empirically, but we are trying 
to formalize it. We are working 
with particles that are at least 100 
times bigger than anything that 
has been done before.”

While nanoparticles respond 
dramatically to Brownian motion, 
larger particles often have too 
much mass to self-assemble in a 
useful way. McCarthy and his team 
artificially thermalize the larger 
particles to allow them to arrange 
themselves into different sizes and 
shapes. The results could open 
up new engineering possibilities 
across multiple fields. 

“Cells are typically about 10 
microns,” noted McCarthy. “If  
we took a traditional approach 
to forming tissue engineering 
scaffolding via self-assembly, the 
pores between the components 
would be much too small for the 
cells to infiltrate. The methods 
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time and effort. The 10 years 
of  this MERIT Award will truly 
make it possible to advance our 
understanding of  autoimmune 
diseases using the new tools we 
plan to make.”

PSC’s Bridges system 
enters production

The Bridges system at the 
Pittsburgh Supercomputing 
Center (PSC) entered production 
operations last month, in support 
of  advances in science, research, 
engineering and education. Fol-
lowing approval by the National 
Science Foundation (NSF), this 
marks the transition to completing 
integration with other Extreme 
Science and Engineering Dis-
covery Environment (XSEDE) 
computing resources, which will 
streamline use for the approxi-
mately 400 research projects that 
are already using Bridges.

The NSF-funded PSC Bridges 
system is a flexible resource for 
high-performance computing 
and big data that emphasizes 
a rich software environment, 
interactivity and large memory. 
These factors contribute to its 
usability and value for a wide 
range of  applications. Bridges 
also introduces important new 
technologies for the benefit of  
the research community. 

Bridges has enabled early 
scientific successes, for example 
in metagenomics, organic semi-
conductor electrochemistry, 
genome assembly in endangered 
species and public health decision-
making. Over 2,300 users cur-
rently have access to Bridges for 
research spanning neuroscience, 
machine learning, biology, the 
social sciences, computer science, 
engineering and many other fields.

The system also has supported 
workshops, tutorials, classes and 
intensive summer sessions on big 
data, biology and causal modeling 
delivered by PSC, other XSEDE 
institutions and university faculty.

 
Genes control much 
of facial variation

While you might roll your 
eyes at a pronouncement from 
relatives cooing over a newborn 
— “She has her mother’s nose!” 
— research does suggest our 
facial features are controlled in 
part by genetics. However, few 
studies have examined the specific 
genetic factors behind facial shape 
and size. In a sstudy published in 
PLOS Genetics, John Shaffer, 
human genetics faculty member 
in the Graduate School of  Public 
Health, and colleagues performed 
a genome-wide association study 
with 3,118 healthy individuals of  
European ancestry, looking for 
links between 20 facial characteris-
tics and single base pair variations 
(SNPs) in their genomes.

The genetic regions signifi-
cantly associated with different 
facial measurements, along with 
nearby potentially relevant genes. 

They found that characteristics 
including facial width, distance 

between eyes and nose size were 
all associated with distinctive 
SNPs found in certain regions 
on chromosomes 11, 14 and 20, 
among others. Several genes in 
these regions are known to play a 
role in facial abnormalities, so the 
authors hope that future research 
might track down genetic risk 
factors behind anomalies such as 
cleft lip and palate. 

new research access workflows 
and new resources.

• Offer extended collabora-
tive support services, which pairs 
XSEDE computational or soft-
ware engineering experts with 
domain scientists to advance a 
project or develop a tool needed 
to advance research.

High-performance computing 
users regularly need to break their 
projects into pieces, and one of  
these pieces inevitably involves 
moving data into and out of  where 
researchers do their computation. 
Unfortunately for those moving 
the largest big data sets, research 
wide-area networks (WAN) are 
more a free-for-all than their com-
pute and storage counterparts, 
which are scheduled and managed. 
By design, the protocol software 
that regulates the network data 
flow treats all data packets as 
equal. When the networks are not 
crowded it resembles an empty 
freeway. When they are crowded, 
though, the situation becomes 
much like a convoy of  buses 
getting broken apart by other 
traffic. For large datasets traveling 
across the WAN, that can mean 
slow movement or even failures 
to move the data completely in a 
reasonable amount of  time.

The NSF-funded DANCES 
(Developing Applications with 
Networking Capabilities via End-
to-End  SDN) is researching a kind 
of  on-demand high-occupancy 
vehicle lane for large data transfers 
across the WAN, allowing big 
data users to specify how much 
bandwidth they would like to use 
and schedule their job so that they 
can be assured the data will get 
through in a timely fashion.

The team surveyed network 
switching hardware that met the 
DANCES OpenFlow feature 
requirements, then successfully 
tested it using the DANCES 
research environment in moving 
large data between PSC and NICS.

OpenFlow 1.3, the latest com-
monly deployed version of  the 
standard network communica-
tions interface, has features that 
support such bandwidth manage-
ment. But the problem is that 
compliance with a given version 
of  OpenFlow doesn’t require a 
particular network switch to sup-
port every facet of  that version’s 
specification. The researchers 
had to test a number of  switch 
products, eventually choosing 
the Corsa DP6410 as most fully 
compatible with the DANCES 
requirements, successfully testing 
the combination in a number of  
data-transfer scenarios between 
PSC and NICS. 

   

Sangyeop Lee and Stephen 
Ludwick. Aerotech will provide 
designs and evaluation. 

Said To: “The ability to create 
geometrically complex shapes 
through additive manufacturing 
is both a tremendous benefit and 
a significant challenge. Optimiz-
ing the design to compensate for 
residual distortion, residual stress 
and post-machining requirements 
can take days or even months for 
these parts.”

To mitigate these challenges, 
To and his group first will develop 
a simple, accurate thermomechan-
ics model to predict residual stress 
and distortion in an AM part. 
Next, they will develop a topol-
ogy optimization method capable 
of  generating designs with both 
freeform surfaces and machining-
friendly surfaces. According 
to To, this will compensate for 
the geometric complexity and 
organic nature of  AM parts, which 
contribute to their potential for 
distortion and post-machining 
problems. These approaches then 
will be developed and tested using 
real parts and design requirements 
provided by Aerotech.

“By ut i l iz ing advanced 
mechanic theory, we hope to 
reduce design optimization of  
additive manufactured parts to 
minutes, thereby reducing the time 
of  design life cycle,” said To. “This 
would lead to wider adoption of  
AM by the U.S. manufacturing 
base.”

   
NCI funds preclinical
cancer drug 
development

University of  Pittsburgh 
Cancer Institute (UPCI), part-
ner with UPMC CancerCancer, 
secured a contract from the 
National Cancer Institute (NCI) 
to perform preclinical research 
toward the development of  new 
cancer drugs. This commitment 
could bring up to $10 million in 
research projects to UPCI over 
the next five years.

Co-principal investigators are 
Julie Eiseman, faculty member 
in pharmacology and chemical 
biology in the School of  Medicine, 
and Jan Beumer, faculty member 
in pharmaceutical sciences in the 
School of  Pharmacy and medicine 
in the School of  Medicine, both 
of  UPCI.

UPCI will perform the research 
necessary to collect drug pharma-
cology data and determine the 
most efficacious routes and doses 
of  proposed cancer drugs so that 
they can be used in human clini-
cal trials.   

The researchers do not yet 
know specifically what potential 
drugs they’ll be investigating or 
which cancers they’ll ultimately 
be intended to tackle.

Said Eiseman: “That’s what 
we help to determine. It’s a team 
effort. No one person could 
develop these therapies alone.”

   
$62.3 million speeds 
translating research 
into action

The Clinical and Translational 
Science Institute (CTSI) will 
receive nearly $62.3 million over 
five years from NIH to broaden 
its mission of  speeding translation 
of  scientific research into realistic 
treatments for the people who 
need them.

In 2006, CTSI was among 

Economic impact of 
decline in pollinating 
insects studied

NSF has awarded Vikas 
Khanna, civil and environmental 
engineering faculty member at the 
Swanson school, a $259,582 grant 
to investigate the impact of  declin-
ing insect-mediated pollination on 
the United States economy. 

Said Khanna: “Economic 
sectors that are directly impacted 
by insect-mediated pollination 
are the agricultural sectors, for 
example: fruit, tree nut, vegetable 
and melon farming. However, 
there are other sectors that are 
indirectly dependent on insect-
mediated pollination … such as 
fertilizer manufacturing, pesti-
cides and agricultural chemical 
manufacturing and even power 
generation.” 

A colleague from Penn State 
will join Khanna on the study. 

The researchers anticipate this 
study will lead to a greater appre-
ciation of  the role of  surrounding 
ecosystems on the development 
of  economic products and ser-
vices. 

“Understanding the economic 
value of  pollination services 
attributable to managed honey-
bees and wild insects will help 
highlight the critical importance 
and dependence of  the U.S. 
economy on pollinators and 
the role played by pollinators in 
sustaining human and industrial 
activity,” said Khanna. 

$110M NSF grant 
expands nation’s 
cyberinfrastructure 
ecosystem

The Extreme Science and 
Engineering Discovery Envi-
ronment (XSEDE), of  which 
the Pittsburgh Supercomputing 
Center (PSC) is a leading partner, 
has been awarded a $110 million, 
five-year NSF award to continue 
expanding access to advanced 
cyberinfrastructure resources 
among the nation’s scientists and 
engineers.

The XSEDE 2.0 project is 
led by the National Center for 
Supercomputing Applications at 
the University of  Illinois-Urbana/
Champaign and 18 partner insti-
tutions across the nation. Ralph 
Roskies, PSC scientific director, 
is co-principal investigator in 
XSEDE 2.0 and co-director of  the 
project’s Expanded Collaborative 
Support Service (ECSS).

Last year, XSEDE provided 
computational and data services 
to more than 6,000 scientists, engi-
neers and students and supported 
more than 20,000 users through 
its web portal. Over the past four 
years, users have acknowledged 
support by XSEDE and its 
related computational resources 
in roughly 14,000 publications. 
Among these XSEDE-supported 
studies were efforts that con-
firmed the discovery of  gravi-
tational waves, developed high-
resolution maps of  the Arctic, 
uncovered the structure of  HIV 
and helped prevent injuries from 
car accidents.

The project is a central feature 
of  NSF-supported cyberinfra-
structure and aligns with the stra-
tegic objectives of  the National 
Strategic Computing Initiative, 
which fosters a coordinated fed-
eral strategy in high-performance 
computing research and deploy-
ment. 

Cyberinfrastructure refers to 
the advanced instruments, com-
puting systems, data tools, soft-
ware, networks and people col-
lectively improving the research 
productivity of  the nation’s 
computational scientists and engi-
neers, enabling breakthroughs 
not otherwise possible. Critically 
important to cyberinfrastructure 
is the increasingly dynamic inter-
play between these resources and 
human developers and users.

Among its critical functions, 
XSEDE 2.0 will:

• Manage and deliver a set of  
common and coordinated ser-
vices for a portfolio of  supercom-
puters and high-end visualization 
and data-analysis resources across 
the country to address increasingly 
diverse scientific and engineering 
challenges.

• Manage the allocation pro-
cess by which researchers access 
advanced computing resources, 
including continuing to improve 
this process in alignment with 

Making movement 
of large datasets
more efficient

A project to make movement 
of  the largest datasets more 
efficient has tested for the first 
time networking hardware com-
ponents necessary for scheduling 
network bandwidth using Soft-
ware Defined Networking (SDN). 
Researchers from the Extreme Sci-
ence and Engineering Discovery 
Environment (XSEDE), of  which 
the Pittsburgh Supercomputing  
Center is a partner, reported how 
they tested transfer of  big data 
between two XSEDE sites: PSC 
and the National Institute for 
Computational Sciences (NICS) 
at the University of  Tennessee.

NSF grant funds 
development of 
fast computational 
modeling for 
3-D printing

As additive manufacturing 
(AM), or 3-D printing, becomes 
more commonplace, researchers 
and industry are seeking to miti-
gate the distortions and stresses 
inherent in fabricating these 
complex geometries. Research-
ers at the Swanson school and 
Pittsburgh-based manufacturer 
Aerotech Inc. have received a 
$350,000 NSF grant to address 
these design issues by developing 
new, fast computational methods 
for additive manufacturing.

The three-year GOALI (Grant 
Opportunities for Academic 
Liaison with Industry) grant is 
funded by NSF’s Division of  Civil, 
Mechanical and Manufacturing 
Innovation. The team, based in 
the Swanson school’s Depart-
ment of  Mechanical Engineering 
and Materials Science, includes 
faculty members Albert To, 
principal investigator, and co-PIs 
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the first 12 recipients of  NIH’s 
Clinical and Translational Science 
Awards (CTSA). Since then, Pitt’s 
CTSA funding has totaled more 
than $221 million. Including 
the recently announced funding 
for Pitt’s participation in NIH’s 
precision medicine initiative 
cohort program, CTSI-supported 
programs have been awarded 
approximately $108 million in 
research funding over the next 
five years.

New initiatives during the 
upcoming grant period include 
innovation as a discipline, biomed-
ical modeling, integrating special 
populations, clinical trial recruit-
ment and efficiency, clinical trial 
innovation and multidisciplinary 
team science.

Funding is being provided 
through NIH’s National Center 
for Advancing Translational Sci-
ences.

damaged leg muscles grew stron-
ger and showed signs of  regen-
eration in three out of  five men 
whose old injuries were surgically 
implanted with ECM derived 
from pig bladder. Those patients 
also underwent similar pre- and 
post-operative physical therapy.

The recent results included 
more patients with varying limb 
injuries; used three different types 
of  pig tissues for ECM bioscaf-
folds; investigated neurogenic 
cells as a component of  the 
functional remodeling process; 
and included CT and MRI imag-
ing to evaluate the remodeled 
muscle tissue.

“The three different types of  
matrix materials used all worked 
the same, which is significant 
because it means this is a generic 
property of  these materials and 
gives the surgeons a choice for 
using whichever tissue they like,” 
Badylak said. “Prior to the surgery, 
each patient went through physical 
therapy focused on getting them 
to the point where they couldn’t 
get any better. We then started 
active rehab 24 hours after sur-
gery, which proved to be critically 
important for these patients.”

The research team included 
lead author Jenna Dziki and 
others from Pitt and McGowan. 

   

researchers can reduce the need 
for expensive and time-consum-
ing experiments in the lab, which 
often are based on extensive trial 
and error.

“Because we know that cop-
per-based bimetallics effectively 
adsorb CO2, we can now fine-
tune the nanoparticle morphol-
ogy to maximize adsorption,” 
Mpourmpakis said. “The benefit 
to the environment of  being able 
to capture CO2 and potentially 
convert it to a useful chemical 
would be profound.”

   

can take up to 12 or even 24 ses-
sions. Patients also reported that 
they noticed marked improve-
ment in their voice impairment.”

Treatment aimed at modifying 
behaviors that cause or contribute 
to voice disorders is the standard 
of  care for many people expe-
riencing voice issues. Although 
voice therapy is effective at treat-
ing voice disorders, substantial 
limitations exist with traditional 
treatment models. These limita-
tions cause a protracted length 
of  time in required treatment, as 
well as dropout and voice prob-
lem relapse rates approaching 70 
percent, which contribute to the 
high costs associated with treating 
voice disorders.

CTT was developed by a 
team of  expert voice-specialized 
speech-language pathologists at 
voice centers around the U.S. The 
goal of  this study is to determine 
the effectiveness of  CTT in the 
rehabilitation of  patients with 
two common voice disorders 
— benign vocal fold lesions and 
muscle tension dysphonia. Once 

that is determined, the long-term 
goal is to conduct multicenter 
trials comparing CTT to tradi-
tional voice therapy programs in 
people with voice disorders.

This study is the first to look 
at a voice therapy program based 
in theories of  motor learning 
and neuroplasticity, developed 
with input from patients with 
voice disorders and expert clini-
cal speech-language pathologists.

Said Jackie L. Gartner-
Schmidt, co-investigator on the 
study, co-director of  the UPMC 
Voice Center and director of  
speech-language pathology-
voice division in the School of  
Medicine: “Results of  the current 
research have the potential to 
dramatically change how voice 
therapy is delivered, including the 
necessary time spent in treatment, 
resulting in a potential savings of  
health care funds and improved 
quality of  life for people with 
voice disorders.”

Researchers will recruit 60 
participants to undergo four 
weeks of  treatment with a CTT-
trained voice therapist. Each will 
be evaluated prior to starting CTT, 
before each treatment session and 
at one-week and three-month 
intervals after the last CTT ses-
sion. Outcome measures will 
include participant-perceived 
voice handicap, acoustic, aerody-
namic and audio-perceptual voice 
analyses, and will be compared 
to matched past patients who 
previously underwent traditional 
voice therapy. 

The study is supported by 
the National Institute on Deaf-
ness and other Communication 
Disorders.

Other Pitt co-investigators 
are Clark Rosen and Jonathan 
Yabes.

   

The DTEM, unlike a tradi-
tional electron microscope taking 
before-and-after images, can 
record nanoscale transformations 
in materials with nanosecond 
time-resolution. Said Wiezorek: 
“Predicting microstructure for-
mation during rapid non-equilib-
rium processing of  engineering 
materials is a fundamental chal-
lenge of  materials science. Prior 
to advent of  the DTEM we could 
only simulate these transforma-
tions on a computer. We hope 
to discover the mechanisms of  
how alloy microstructures evolve 
during solidification after laser 
melting by direct and locally 
resolved observation. Thermo-
dynamics provides for limiting 
constraints for the transforma-
tions of  the materials, but it cannot 
a priori predict the pathways the 
microstructures take as they tran-
sition from the liquid to the final 
solid state.”

Wiezorek expects the research 
to help validate computer models 
and determine how composition 
changes and temperature gradi-
ents affect the microstructure. 
The data will assist in providing 
a stronger scientific underpin-
ning for establishing relationships 
between the processing condi-
tions, structure and properties 
of  the alloys obtained by laser 
processing. 

“We are hoping to unravel 
details of  the kinetic pathways 
taken from the liquid to the 
final solid structure,” Wiezorek 
said. “This research will help us 
to refine solidification related 
manufacturing processes and to 
identify strategies to optimize how 
materials perform.”

A voice therapy program that 
was refined by experts at the 
UPMC Voice Center and success-
fully piloted on a small group of  
patients with voice disorders will 
be reaching more patients due to 
a $300,000 NIH grant awarded to 
the School of  Medicine.

The new voice therapy 
approach, Conversation Train-
ing Therapy (CTT), concentrates 
on voice training in spontaneous, 
conversational speech for patients 
with voice impairment.

Said lead researcher Amanda 
Gillespie, faculty member in the 
School of  Medicine’s Depart-
ment of  Otolaryngology and 
director of  clinical research at the 
UPMC Voice Center: “With this 
approach, we focus on patients 
becoming aware and efficient 
in conversation, instead of  in 
voice exercises. Results from our 
initial trial showed that patients 
met their voice therapy goals in 
just three sessions, substantially 
below the number of  sessions 
typically required in traditional 
voice therapy programs, which 

New voice therapy program expanded
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Regenerative 
medicine aids severe 
muscle injuries

Results of  a study conducted 
by researchers at the School of  
Medicine and the McGowan Insti-
tute for Regenerative Medicine 
showed significant improvement 
in strength and range of  motion, 
as well as evidence of  skeletal 
muscle regeneration, in 13 patients 
who were surgically implanted 
with bioscaffolds derived from pig 
tissue to treat muscle injuries. The 
patients had failed to respond to 
conventional treatment before use 
of  the extracellular matrix (ECM). 
The findings were published in npj 
Regenerative Medicine.

Said senior investigator Ste-
phen F. Badylak, faculty member 
in surgery at Pitt and deputy direc-
tor of  the McGowan Institute, a 
joint effort of  Pitt and UPMC: 
“Previously, there was no effective 
treatment for these patients, but 
this approach holds significant 
promise. This approach could be 
a game changer and not just an 
incremental advance.”

For the muscle tendon tissue 
unit repair and reinforcement 
reconstructive surgery research 
study, which was sponsored by 
the Department of  Defense, 11 
men and two women who had 
lost at least 25 percent of  leg or 
arm muscle volume and function 
first underwent a customized 
regimen of  physical therapy for 
four-16 weeks.

Lead study surgeon J. Peter 
Rubin, UPMC Professor and 
Chair of  Plastic Surgery in the 
School of  Medicine, then surgi-
cally implanted a “quilt” of  com-
pressed ECM sheets designed to 
fill in their injury sites. Within 48 
hours of  the operation, the par-
ticipants resumed physical therapy 
for up to 24 additional weeks.

By six months after implanta-
tion, patients showed an average 
improvement of  37.3 percent 
in strength and 27.1 percent in 
range-of-motion tasks compared 
with pre-operative performance 
numbers. CT or MRI imaging 
also showed an increase in post-
operative soft tissue formation in 
all 13 patients.

Said Rubin: “For well-selected 
patients with this type of  loss, we 
now have a treatment available 
to help improve their function.”

The new data builds upon a 
previous Pitt study that showed 

Study targets way 
of custom designing 
nanoparticles

Building upon their previous 
research, engineering faculty at 
the Swanson school and Carnegie 
Mellon University were awarded 
NSF grants to develop a novel 
computational framework that 
can custom design nanoparticles. 
In particular, the group is inves-
tigating bimetallic nanoparticles 
to more effectively control their 
adsorption properties for cap-
turing carbon dioxide from the 
atmosphere.

The three-year grant is led by 
Giannis Mpourmpakis, chemi-
cal and petroleum engineering 
faculty member in the Swanson 
school and group leader of  the 
Computer-Aided Nano Energy 
Lab. Co-investigator is Götz 
Veser, chemical and petroleum 
engineering faculty member and 
associate director of  the Center 
for Energy. A Carnegie Mellon 
colleague also is participating. 

The NSF Division of  Civil, 
Mechanical and Manufacturing 
Innovation awarded $350,395 
to Pitt and $199,605 to CMU to 
support computational research 
and targeted experiments.

Said Mpourmpakis: “Bulk 
metals behave differently than 
their related nanoparticles, and 
our research has shown that bime-
tallic nanoparticles exhibit unique 
adsorption properties. Our previ-
ous research focused on the size 
and shape of  gold nanoparticles 
toward their catalytic behavior, 
and now we are investigating 
copper nanoparticles and their 
ability to adsorb and activate 
carbon dioxide.” 

The researchers will use the 
Center for Simulation and Mod-
eling to computationally identify 
bimetallic nanoparticles that 
maximize their performance for 
a given application. By optimizing 
the shape, size and metal compo-
sition of  bimetallic nanoparticles 
through computer simulation, the 

Grant funds study 
of aluminum alloy 
microstructures 

A three-year, $503,435 grant 
from the NSF Division of  
Materials Research was awarded 
to principal investigator Jörg 
M.K. Wiezorek, mechanical 
engineering and materials science 
faculty member. It will enable 
researchers to use a one-of-a-kind 
transmission electron microscope 
(DTEM) developed at Lawrence 
Livermore National Laboratory 
to examine in real time how micro-
structures form in metals and 
alloys as they solidify after laser 
beam melting. They will study 
rapid solidification processes in 
aluminum alloys that are associ-
ated with laser or electron beam 
processing technologies used 
in welding, joining and additive 
manufacturing. 

The grant also will fund educa-
tional outreach and enhance Pitt’s 
materials science curriculum.

Study will better ID 
hazardous chemicals

Researchers from the Swan-
son school, the Dietrich school’s 
Department of  Chemistry and 
Temple University will col-
laborate on a study funded by 
the Defense Threat Reduction 
Agency’s (DTRA) Joint Sci-
ence and Technology Office in 
the Department of  Defense. 
Researchers will investigate the 
use of  multifunctional metal-
organic frameworks (MOFs) with 
plasmonic cores that can be used 
to detect and destroy chemical 
warfare agents and toxic industrial 
chemicals.

DTRA funds academic 
research concentrating on com-
bating weapons of  mass destruc-
tion. The researchers will receive 
$1.5 million over three years with 
the potential to be increased to 
$2.5 million over five years. 

Principal investigator J. Karl 
Johnson, chemical and petroleum 
engineering faculty member, will 
lead the study by modeling mul-
tifunctional MOFs at the atomic 
scale. The team will design new 
MOFs that facilitate selective 
transport of  toxic chemicals to 
a plasmonic nanoparticle core 
within the MOF, where they can 
be detected and neutralized.

Said Johnson: “What we want 
to do is produce new hybrid 
materials that use light to detect 
chemical warfare agents. When 
you shine a light on plasmonic 
nanoparticles, electrons in the 
material are excited by the light. 
We can use these excited electrons 
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to detect chemicals and carry 
out chemical reactions once the 
substances are identified.”

Chemistry faculty members 
Nathaniel Rosi and Jill Mill-
stone also are participating in the 
study. Rosi will lead research into 
the chemistry of  the MOFs and 
work to design MOFs with strati-
fied layers that direct the chemical 
warfare agents and toxic industrial 
chemicals to the plasmonic core.

Said Rosi: “The porous MOF 
contains gradients of  functional 
layers that lead to the plasmonic 
core. The sponge that’s on your 
kitchen sink has pores, but they 
are uniform inside and out. The 
MOFs we are developing have 
multiple porous layers, and each 
layer has affinity for different 
molecules. It would be like having 
a sponge with a special layer for 
cleaning up water, another for 
oil and another for coffee or any 
other mess in the kitchen.”

Another key component of  
the research will be finding the 
right substances to make up the 
plasmonic core. Gold and silver 
traditionally are used because they 
exhibit the appropriate oscillating 
behavior when light is shined on 
them. However, their expense 
limits widespread use. Millstone 
will lead the research into finding 
other materials to replace gold 
and silver. 

Said Millstone: “About 99 
percent of  the plasmonic materi-
als studied for these technologies 
have been made with either gold 
or silver. Our work is to develop 
new materials from cheaper, 
earth-abundant metals and metal 
combinations.”

   
Mechanical 
exoskeletons tested

Two new NSF grants totaling 
$500,209 will help researchers at 
the Swanson school aid paraple-
gics in walking while wearing a 
mechanical exoskeleton. 

Nitin Sharma, mechanical 
engineering and material science 
faculty member, will lead the 
research on walking exoskeletons 
— mechanical frames placed over 
parts of  the human body. 

The first grant comes from the 
general and age-related disabilities 
engineering division of  NSF. 
“UNS: Optimal Adaptive Control 
Methods for a Hybrid Exoskel-
eton” will investigate a new class 
of  control algorithms that adapt to 
allocate optimized control inputs 
to functional electrical stimulation 
(FES) and electric motors during 
single joint movements. 

The civil, mechanical and 
manufacturing innovation divi-
sion of  NSF will fund “Coordi-
nating Electrical Stimulation and 
Motor Assist in a Hybrid Neuro-
prosthesis Using Control Strate-
gies Inspired by Human Motor 
Control.” In this study, Sharma 
will research control algorithms 
to determine an optimal synergy 
between FES-induced multi-joint 
movements and movements aided 
by a powered exoskeleton.

    

diseased cells in order to restore 
elastin levels and regenerate the 
aorta. 

Funded through NIH’s com-
petitive exploratory/develop-
mental research grant award 
program, the research is being led 
by David A. Vorp, associate dean 
for research at the Swanson school 
and William Kepler Whiteford 
Professor of  Bioengineering. 

The proposal, “Outside-
in Regenerative Therapy for 
Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm,” 
will receive $439,220 through 
April 2017, and is a collaborative 
effort with Vanderbilt University.

    
Research will enable 
visualization of 
atomic structure 

Tevis Jacobs, mechanical 
engineering and material science 
faculty member at the Swanson 
school, received an NSF grant to 
observe and measure nanoscale 
contact inside an electron micro-
scope, enabling for the first time 
visualization of  the atomic struc-
ture of  the component materials 
while they are in contact. 

Jacobs will serve as principal 
investigator of  the study, “Collab-
orative Research: Understanding 
the Formation and Separation 
of  Nanoscale Contacts,” which 
received $298,834 over three years. 

He and his team will col-
laborate with the University of  
California-Merced. 

As the electron microscopy 
examines the materials’ surfaces, 
the experiments using molecular 
dynamics computer simulations 
will be replicated to reveal atomic-
scale detail about the phenomena 
occurring inside of  the nanoma-
terials.

       
LRDC grantees to 
study language, 
aid, memory

Diane Litman ,  LRDC  
research scientist and computer 
science faculty member; Rich-
ard Correnti, LRDC research 
scientist and School of  Educa-
tion faculty member; and Lind-
say Clare Matsumura, LRDC 
research scientist and interim dean 
and associate dean of  research 
and faculty development in the 
School of  Education, have been 
awarded an Institute for Educa-
tion Sciences (IES) grant for 
their project, “Response-to-Text 
Tasks to Assess Students’ Use 
of  Evidence and Organization 
in Writing: Using Natural Lan-
guage Processing for Scoring 
Writing and Providing Feedback 
At-Scale.”

IES is the independent, non-
partisan statistics, research and 
evaluation arm of  the Department 
of  Education. 

LRDC research scientist and 
Education faculty member Lind-
say Page and her collaborators 
have been awarded a grant from 
IES for their project “Financial 
Aid Nudges: A National Experi-
ment to Increase Retention of  
Financial Aid and College Per-
sistence.” 

LRDC research scientist and 
faculty member at the Center for 
Neural Basis of  Cognition Marc 
Coutanche received an award 
from Pitt’s Research Council 
Central Research Development 
Fund 2016 for his project “Indi-

vidual Differences in the Memory 
Systems Employed in Learning 
and Retrieval.”

   
Improved quality 
of life helps 
pre-diabetes

The value of  a healthy lifestyle 
isn’t reflected only in the numbers 
on the scale or the blood pressure 
cuff. Pitt researchers demon-
strated that it also can be measured 
through improved health-related 
quality of  life.

In an analysis published in 
Quality of  Life Research, the sci-
entists showed that participation 
in a community-based behavioral 
lifestyle intervention program to 
improve health not only helped 
people lose weight, increase their 
physical activity levels and reduce 
their risk of  diabetes and heart 
disease, but also increased their 
health-related quality of  life by 
an average of  nearly 10 percent. 
The research was funded by NIH.

Said lead author Yvonne L. 
Eaglehouse, a postdoctoral 
researcher in public health: 
“These community-based lifestyle 
intervention programs have addi-
tional valuable benefits, beyond 
the improvement of  risk factors 
for type 2 diabetes and heart 
disease. Our study demonstrates 
that these programs, delivered in 
diverse community settings such 
as senior centers and worksites, 
simultaneously and significantly 
improved the quality of  life of  
the participants.”

Eaglehouse and her colleagues 
investigated the impact of  the 
group lifestyle balance program, 
modified from the lifestyle inter-
vention program used in the 
highly successful U.S. Diabetes 
Prevention Program. DPP was a 
national study demonstrating that 
people at risk for diabetes who 
lost a modest amount of  weight 
and increased their physical activ-
ity levels sharply reduced their 
chances of  developing diabetes 
and metabolic syndrome and 
outperformed people who took 
a diabetes drug instead.

Group lifestyle balance is a 
22-session program administered 
over a one-year period aimed at 
helping people make lifestyle 
changes to improve their risk for 
diabetes and heart disease. The 
goals of  the program are to help 
participants reduce their weight 
by 7 percent and increase their 
moderate-intensity physical activ-
ity (such as brisk walking) to 150 
minutes per week.

As part of  the Pitt community 
intervention effort, 223 par-
ticipants were enrolled to test the 
effectiveness of  the group lifestyle 
balance program at a worksite and 
three community centers in the 
Pittsburgh area. The participants 
averaged 58 years of  age and 
had pre-diabetes or metabolic 
syndrome or both.

Before beginning the program, 
each participant ranked his or her 
current health on a scale from 0 
(worst imaginable health state) to 
100 (best imaginable health state). 
The U.S. average is 79.2, whereas 
the participants averaged 71.5 at 
baseline.

After completing the yearlong 
group lifestyle balance program, 
the participants increased their 
average health-related quality-of-
life score to 78.2. When looking 

at only those with baseline health-
related quality of  life below the 
U.S. average, there was an even 
greater magnitude of  improve-
ment, from 61.8 at baseline to 74 
at the end of  the program. Once 
scores were adjusted for meeting 
weight loss and physical activity 
goals, participants who met the 
program goals were found to 
have increased their health-related 
quality-of-life score by nine more 
points compared to those partici-
pants who met neither program 
goal.

Said senior author Andrea 
Kriska, faculty member in the 
Department of  Epidemiology 
and principal investigator: “It is 

exciting that we were able to docu-
ment an improvement in health-
related quality of  life in addition 
to improvement in risk factors 
for diabetes and cardiovascular 
disease. This important benefit 
was most evident in those who 
started the intervention program 
having a relatively lower quality of  
life — in other words, those who 
needed to improve the most.”

   Additional Pitt authors on this 
research were M. Kaye Kramer, 
Vincent C. Arena and Rachel G. 
Miller. A colleague from Carroll 
College also contributed.

   This study was funded by the 
National Institute of  Diabetes and 
Digestive and Kidney Diseases.

R E S E A R C H   N O T E S

Reading is a relatively modern 
and uniquely human skill. For this 
reason, visual word recognition 
has been a puzzle for neurosci-
entists because the neural systems 
responsible for reading could not 
have evolved for this purpose. 

Noted Avniel Ghuman , 
faculty member in the School of  
Medicine’s Department of  Neu-
rological Surgery and one author 
of  a new study on the role of  the 
visual word form area: “The exis-
tence of  brain regions dedicated to 
reading has been fiercely debated 
for almost 200 years. Wernicke, 
Dejerine and Charcot, among the 
most important and influential 
neurologists and neuroscientists 
of  the 19th century, debated 
whether or not there was a visual 
center for words in the brain.”

In recent years, much of  this 
debate has centered on the left 
mid-fusiform gyrus, which some 
call the visual word form area. This 
study addresses that debate and 
sheds light on our understanding 
of  the neurobiology of  reading.

Published in the Proceedings 
of  the National Academy of  Sci-
ences, the study by Ghuman, Eliz-
abeth Hirshorn of  LRDC, and 
colleagues from the Department 
of  Psychology and Center for the 
Neural Basis of  Cognition used 
direct neural recordings and brain 
stimulation to study four patients 
with epilepsy. The patients chose 
surgical treatment for their drug-
resistant epilepsy and volunteered 
to participate in the research 
study. Neurosurgeons implanted 
electrodes in the patients’ visual 
word form area, providing an 
unprecedented opportunity to 
understand how the brain recog-
nizes printed words.

First, painless electrical brain 
stimulation was used through 
the electrodes to disrupt the 
normal functioning of  the visual 
word form area, which adversely 

How do we recognize the printed word?
affected the patients’ ability to read 
words. One patient dramatically 
misperceived letters, and another 
felt that there were words and 
parts of  words present that were 
not in what she was reading. 
Stimulation to this region did 
not disrupt their ability to name 
objects or faces. 

In addition to stimulating 
through these electrodes, the 
activity from the area was recorded 
while the patients read words. 
Using techniques from machine 
learning to analyze the brain 
activity that evolved over a few 
hundred milliseconds from this 
region, the researchers could tell 
what word a patient was read-
ing at a particular moment. This 
suggests that neural activity in 
the area codes knowledge about 
learned visual words that can be 
used to discriminate even words 
that are only one letter different 
from one another (for example, 
“hint” and “lint”).

Said Hirshorn: “This study 
shows that the visual word form 
area is exquisitely tuned to the 
fine details of  written words and 
that this area plays a critical role 
in refining the brain’s represen-
tation of  what we are reading. 
The disrupted word and letter 
perception seen with stimulation 
provides direct evidence that the 
visual word form area plays a dedi-
cated role in skilled reading. These 
results also have important impli-
cations for understanding and 
treating reading disorders. The 
activity in the visual word form 
area, along with its interactions 
with other brain areas involved 
in language processing, could be 
a marker for proficient reading. 
Having a better understanding of  
this neural system could be critical 
for diagnosing reading disorders 
and developing targeted thera-
pies.”                                                n
—Compiled by Marty Levine

New way to deliver 
therapeutic cells
proposed

Vascular bioengineering 
researchers at the Swanson school 
are proposing a new strategy for 
delivering therapeutic cells to the 
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research. PCORI helps people 
make informed health care deci-
sions and improves health care 
delivery and outcomes by produc-
ing and promoting high-integrity, 
evidence-based information that 
comes from research guided 
by patients, caregivers and the 
broader health care community. 

In addition to his appointment 
in the School of  Medicine, Abebe 
is a faculty member in biostatistics 
in the Graduate School of  Public 
Health and director of  the Center 
for Clinical Trials and Data Coor-
dination.

 Renã A. S. Robinson, a 
chemistry faculty member in the 
Dietrich School of  Arts and Sci-
ences, has been selected as one 
of  the “Talented 12” by Chemical 
and Engineering News. 

The Talented 12 are innovative 
researchers age 42 or younger 

who are pushing 
the boundaries 
in their fields. 
C&E News cited 
Robinson’s work 
in the chemistry 
of  aging and neu-
rodegenerative 
diseases, particu-
larly Alzheimer’s 
disease. Robinson hopes to dis-
cover whether changes outside the 
brain precede, or are a response 
to, changes in the brain. 

Pitt-Bradford accounting fac-
ulty member Ernest Kallenbach 
will receive the Bradford campus 

P E O P L E    O F    T H E    T I M E S The People of the Times column features recent news on faculty 
and staff, including awards and other honors, accomplishments and 
administrative appointments. 

We welcome submissions from all areas of the University. Send 
information via email to: utimes@pitt.edu, by fax at 412-624-4579 
or by campus mail to 308 Bellefield Hall.

For submission guidelines, visit www.utimes.pitt.edu/?page_
id=6807.

School of  Social work faculty 
member Sara Goodkind will 
receive the inaugural Deborah 
Harding Women of  Achievement 
Award from the National Peace 
Corps Association Sept. 23 at 
the group’s annual conference in 
Washington, D.C. 

The award honors a Peace 
Corps volunteer whose contri-
butions have made a significant 
difference in the lives of  women 
and girls in the world. 

Liberian President Ellen John-
son Sirleaf  will present the award 
in recognition of  Goodkind’s 
work as founder of  Girls Lead-
ing Our World (GLOW) Camps, 
now implemented in Peace Corps 
countries worldwide. 

The Academy of  American 
Poets has awarded Pitt English 
faculty member Lynn Emanuel 
the Lenore Marshall Poetry Prize. 

The honor 
recognizes the 
most outstanding 
book of  poetry 
published in the 
United States in 
the previous cal-
endar year and 
carries a $25,000 
award.

T h e  p r i z e 
was awarded for 

Emanuel’s fifth and most recent 
book of  poetry, “The Nerve of  It: 
Poems New and Selected.”

Emanuel teaches poetry and 
is the director of  the Pittsburgh 
Contemporary Writers Series, 
which she founded in 1999. 

Established in 1975, the 
Lenore Marshall Poetry Prize 
is named for the noted essayist, 
novelist, poet and political activist.

Joel Marchewka has joined 
the Health Sciences Library 
System as a web application pro-

grammer in digital library services. 
He most recently was a web expe-
rience specialist at the Carnegie 
Museum of  Natural History.

Joel Coggins, design and 
production editor at the University 
of  Pittsburgh Press, has received 
an Association of  American Uni-
versity Presses (AAUP) residency 
grant. 

The grant program, supported 
by the Andrew W. Mellon Foun-
dation, encourages professional 
development of  scholarly pub-
lishing staff  through intensive, 
hands-on residencies at hosting 
member presses. 

AAUP Mellon residents spend 
up to five days immersed with 
skill-specific experts and innova-
tors at the host presses. Coggins, 
one of  eight 2016 residency grant 
recipients, will visit Columbia 
University Press to observe design 
and production workflows.

The association promotes the 
work and influence of  university 
presses, provides cooperative 
marketing opportunities and helps 
its 142 member presses fulfill their 
commitments to scholarship and 
the dissemination of  knowledge. 

Kaleab Abebe ,  faculty 
member in the School of  Medi-
cine’s Division of  General Inter-
nal Medicine, has been appointed 
to the advisory panel on clinical 
trials for the Patient-Centered 
Outcomes Research Institute 
(PCORI).

T he  pane l 
advises PCORI 
on issues pertain-
ing to research 
design, imple-
mentation and 
technical issues 
of  clinical trials 
for patient-cen-
tered outcomes 

alumni association’s Teaching 
Excellence Award Oct. 1 as part 
of  the association’s alumni awards 
dinner and Athletic Hall of  Fame 
induction.

Kallenbach, formerly the 
controller for St. Bonaventure 
University in Allegany, New 
York, has taught accounting at 
Pitt-Bradford for eight years. He 
oversees the Volunteer Income 
Tax Assistance program through 
which students prepare taxes at no 
cost to lower-income individuals 
and families. 

He also is a member of  the 
Pitt-Bradford Faculty Senate.    n
—Compiled by K. Barlow

A memorial is set for 4 p.m. 
Sept. 22 in Pitt-Johnstown’s Whal-
ley Chapel for Carroll Grimes, 
former chair of  Pitt-Johnstown’s 
humanities division and professor 
emerita of  English.

Grimes, 85, died Aug. 29, 2016, 
of  complications of  Parkinson’s 
disease in Greenport, New York.

Grimes joined the UPJ faculty 
in 1969 as an assistant professor 
of  English. She was promoted to 
associate professor and became 
humanities division chair in 1972. 
She was promoted to full pro-
fessor in 1975 and remained as 
division chair until her retirement 
as professor emerita in 2002. She 
continued to teach on the Pitt-
Johnstown campus until 2003. 

She held a bachelor’s degree 
from St. Joseph’s College, a mas-
ter’s degree in English literature 
from New York University and a 
PhD in English from Ohio State.  

Fellow faculty members 
remembered Grimes as an influ-
ential figure in UPJ’s transition to 
a four-year institution. 

“She was indefatigable in her 
willingness to work on things 
that were being developed,” said 
former administrator Jeffrey 
Lavine who, along with his wife, 
Mary Lavine, faculty emerita in 
geography, arrived at UPJ shortly 
after Grimes. “I can’t think of  a 

single major committee, convoca-
tion or conclave that she wasn’t 
part of,” he said. “She was will-
ing to work and her opinion was 
valued and sought after.” 

Grimes set a unifying tone 
for the division and beyond, col-
leagues said. 

Catharine Kloss, emeritus 
faculty member in English, said 
Grimes “gave us an identity as a 
division,” not merely in an admin-
istrative way, but in a personal 
manner. 

Kloss remembered Grimes’ 
carefully prepared words at the 
division’s annual year-end ban-
quet, during which she would 
thank the faculty and summarize 
the year’s ups and downs. “She 
made it clear that we were not 
alone — that she saw our struggles 
and disappointments as well as 
our successes.”

Grimes also would enumerate 
each faculty member’s significant 
achievements, further galvanizing 
their respect, admiration and com-
mitment to one another. “We’re all 
still very close,” Kloss said.

As an administrator, Grimes 
supported both faculty and stu-
dents. “She protected her division 
always,” said Kloss. “She fought 
for us behind the scenes in ways 
we will never know.”  

Grimes reached beyond the 

humanities division in support of  
the entire institution. Said Lavine: 
“She truly wanted what was best 
for the campus — ultimately that 
which was best for students; sec-
ondarily what helped the faculty 
do their job.” 

Welcoming and personable, 
she related across the campus 
community.  She was known to 
be kind and considerate at the 
individual level, yet swift to speak 
out against injustice. 

“She had a strong sense of  fair-
ness,” Lavine said. “She was not a 
crusader for any particular group 
but held a strong expectation that 
people would treat one another 
fairly, and was one to speak out if  
she saw that wasn’t being done.”

Said Kloss, “She was never 
mean, never angry or impatient 
except when she saw unfairness 
or deceit.” 

In a letter to the editor of  the 
Johnstown Tribune-Democrat, 
UPJ professor emeritus Charles 
Clifton wrote: “Grimes stuck up 
for everybody who worked along-
side her — secretaries, professors, 
students and grounds crew.” 

Said Lavine: “Carroll was a 
very important person to a lot 
of  people on campus. She gave 
of  herself  generously and was 
instrumental in the creation of  
the campus community.”

She supported the campus 
not only through her influence 
as an administrator but also with 
her presence. She was a regular 
attendee at basketball games and 
homecoming events, fought for 
the student newspaper and sup-
ported UPJ’s chorus and theatre 
programs, colleagues said. “If  
there were six performances, she 
was there six nights,” Lavine said. 

She also was an important 
part of  many faculty members’ 
families, attending children’s 
Christmas concerts and grade-
school pageants. 

“She related to everyone on a 
personal level,” Kloss said. “Our 
children were her children.”  

She found time as well for her 

own interests, particularly in the 
works of  Ernest Hemingway. A 
longtime member of  the Heming-
way Society, she would take time 
in summer to further her research 
on the noted author, Lavine said.

A highly regarded teacher, 
Grimes insisted on intellectual 
rigor. “She elevated the standards 
of  the classroom,” Kloss said. 
“Students knew that it was busi-
ness. You had to measure up and 
do your part, but you knew that 
you would grow.

“They could see what she 
wanted for them. She made them 
want it too.”

At Grimes’ retirement, col-
leagues endowed an award in her 
honor, citing her “contagious and 
legendary” love of  teaching and 
of  learning. The Carroll Grimes 
Award for Writing in the Humani-
ties is presented each year to the 
undergraduate writer of  the best 
scholarly or critical essay written 
for a humanities class. The winner, 
announced at the UPJ honors 
convocation, receives both a cash 
prize and a rare edition of  a work 
by Ernest Hemingway.

q
Grimes is survived by her 

brother James A. Grimes and 
sisters Nancy McLernon and 
Frances A. Leudesdorf.
—Kimberly K. Barlow              n

Pitt-Johnstown has been awarded a $2 million redevelopment 
assistance capital program grant from the state for its chemical 
engineering program.

 UPJ’s expanded engineering program is expected to produce an 
additional 125 graduates a year, including 40 chemical engineers who 
will be qualified to work in the petrochemical industry in the region.

  UPJ President Jem Spectar said: “The state’s investment in Pitt-
Johnstown’s engineering degree program will help to meet emerging 
workforce needs of  the community and advance the campus mission 
of  preparing students for success in the real world.

 “The potential impact on our local, regional and state economy 
is immeasurable, as we provide graduates with skills to compete and 
transform our communities.”

 The Pitt-Johnstown engineering program was announced last 
October. In addition to transitioning its current engineering technol-
ogy programs (civil, computer, electrical, and mechanical) to engi-
neering programs, UPJ also launched a chemical engineering major.

 The state grant will be used to renovate academic building 
spaces for the new chemical engineering program. The funds will be 
used to construct and equip a chemical engineering laboratory and 
support a total of  20,000 square feet of  academic spaces including 
classrooms, computer labs and technology infrastructure for a digital 
learning commons in Owen Library.                                               n

 
 

$2M grant  
designated 
for UPJ’s
chemical 
engineering 
program
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2016-17 publication schedule
Submit by
Sept. 22

Oct. 6

Oct. 20

Nov. 3

Nov. 17

Dec. 1

Dec. 22

Jan. 12

Jan. 26

Feb. 9

Feb. 23

March 9

March 23

April 6

April 20

May 4

May 18

June 1

June 15

June 29

July 13

For publication
Sept. 29

Oct. 13

Oct. 27

Nov. 10

Nov. 23 (Wed.)

Dec. 8

Jan. 5

Jan. 19

Feb. 2

Feb. 16

March 2

March 16

March 30

April 13

April 27

May 11

May 25

June 8

June 22

July 6

July 20

Events occurring
Sept. 29-Oct. 13

Oct. 13-27

Oct. 27-Nov. 10

Nov. 10-23

Nov. 23-Dec. 8

Dec. 8-Jan. 5

Jan. 5-19

Jan. 19-Feb. 2

Feb. 2-16

Feb. 16-March 2

March 2-16

March 16-30

March 30-April 13

April 13-27

April 27-May 11

May 11-25

May 25-June 8

June 8-22

June 22-July 6

July 6-20

July 20-Aug. 31
The University Times events calendar includes Pitt-sponsored events as well as 
non-Pitt events held on a Pitt campus. Information submitted for the calendar 
should identify the type of  event, such as lecture or concert, and the program’s 
specific title, sponsor, location and time. The name and phone number of  a contact 
person should be included. Information should be sent by email to: utcal@pitt.edu.
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Thursday 15

Molecular Biophysics/Structural 
Biology Seminar
“Retroviral Restriction & Viral 
Countermeasures,” Ian Taylor, 
Francis Crick Inst.; 6014 BST3, 
11 am
Ctr. for Causal Discovery Lecture
“Learning Causal Effects: Bridging 
Instruments & Backdoors,” Ricardo 
Silva, University College London; 
407A Offices at Baum, 5607 Baum 
Blvd., 11 am (ccd.pitt.edu)
Farmers’ Market
WPU driveway, 11:30 am-2:30 pm
Epidemiology Seminar
“Social Determinants of  Health & 
Atrial Fibrillation,” Jared Magnani; 
G23 Parran, noon
Law/Information Sciences/
Public & International Affairs 
Lecture
“Nexus of  Cyber Law & Data Ana-
lytics,” John Baker, Commanding 
General U.S. Army; 2500 Posvar, 
noon
Humanities Colloquium
“The Terrible, the Repulsive & the 
Obscene,” Michelle Maydanchik; 
602 CL, 12:30 pm (humctr@pitt.
edu)
Senate PUP Mtg.
272 Hillman, 2:30 pm

Provost’s Inaugural Lecture
“From Little Animals to Moving 
Molecules,” Simon Watkins, cell 
biology; Scaife lecture rm. 6, 4 pm
ULS Graduate Students Pints 
& Pies
G49 Hillman Library, 4-7 pm
Pitt Arts Lecture
“Thunderdog: The True Story of  a 
Blind Man, His Guide Dog & the 
Triumph of  Trust at Ground Zero,” 
Michael Hingson; FFA aud., 7-9 pm 
(pittarts@pitt.edu)

Friday 16

GI Research Rounds
“Psychobehavioral Approaches to 
GI Disease,” Eva Szigethy; Presby 
admin. conf. rm. M2 C-wing, 7:30 
am
Pitt-United Way Day of  Caring
Various locations, 8:30 am-3:30 pm 
(www.unitedway.pitt.edu)
HSLS Workshop
“Endnote Basics,” Melissa Ratajeski; 
Falk Library classrm. 2, noon (mar@
pitt.edu)
Philosophy Lecture
“The Quiet Moments of  Integra-
tion: G. Ledyard Stebbins, His-
toriography & the Evolutionary 
Synthesis (1959-2000),”Vassiliki 
Smocovitis, U of  FL; 817R CL, noon

Psychiatry Lecture
“Strategies for Biomarker Discovery 
in Neurodevelopmental Psychiatry,” 
Armin Raznahan, NIMH; WPIC 
aud., noon (www.psychiatry.pitt.
edu)
Honors College Writers’ Café
“Song of  My Selves: Using Multiple 
Voices,” Joy Katz & Charles Legere; 
Writing Ctr., 317B O’Hara Student 
Ctr., 3:30-5:30 pm
French & Italian Lecture
“Toward a Sadean Visual Language: 
Libidinal Economies, Transmedi-
ality & the Ghost of  the French 
Revolution,” Olivier Delers, U of  
Richmond; 602 CL, 4:30 pm
 

Saturday 17

Social Work Volunteer Day
“Be a HERO”; 9 am departure, 
Bigelow Blvd. in front of  CL, 9:30 
am-noon (www.socialwork.pitt.
edu/events/volunteer-opportunity-
be-school-hero)
Pitt Arts Fall Fest
WPU lawn, 12:30-3:30 pm (rain 
location: WPU lower lounge; pitt-
arts@pitt.edu)

Sunday 18 

Hispanic & Latino Prof. Assn./ 
Hispanic Latin@ Alumni Coun-
cil Potluck
Frick Park shelter, Braddock & 
Forbes aves., 1-5 pm 

Monday 19
       
Flu Shot Clinic
Salk Commons, 10 am-2 pm
HSLS Workshop
“Literature Reviews: What’s Your 
Type?” Linda Hartman; Falk Library 
classrm. 1, 11 am
CTSI Workshop
“Identifying Issues in the Respon-
sible Conduct of  Research,“ Karen 
Schmidt; 7035 Forbes Twr., noon 
(www.ctsi.pitt.edu/registration.
aspx?number=202)
Senate EPC Mtg.
826 CL, 3 pm
      

Tuesday 20

Senate Benefits & Welfare Com. 
Mtg.
702 Benedum, 10 am
Magee-Women’s Research Inst. 
Work in Progress Seminar /Conf.
“The Support Trial: Highlighting the 
Importance of  Informed Consent in 
Clinical Research,” Toby Yanowitz; 
Magee Women’s Research Inst., 1st 
fl. conf. rm, noon
CRSP Lecture
“Why Diversity Programs Don’t 
Work,” Frank Dobbin, Harvard; 
2017 CL, noon (www.socialwork.
pitt.edu)
Philosophy Lecture
“Why We Cannot Learn From Mini-
mal Models,” Roberto Fumagalli, U 
of  Bayreuth; 817R CL, noon
Molecular Medicine Research 
Seminar
“MKRN3: A New Player in the 
Regulation of  Human Puberty 
& Reproduction,” Ursula Kaiser, 
Harvard; Rangos Research Conf. 
Ctr., noon
Basic/Translational Research 
Seminar
“Base Excision Repair & Human 
Disease,” Joann Sweasy, Yale; Hill-
man Cancer Ctr. Cooper Conf. Ctr. 
rm. D, noon (toyg@upmc.edu)
Senate CRC Mtg.
140 Alumni, noon
HSLS Workshop
“Prezi for Presentations,” Julia 
Dahm; Falk Library classrm. 2, 
12:30 pm
Senate EIADAC Mtg.
826 CL, 1 pm
Pharmacology/Chemical Biol-
ogy Lecture
“Does Vitamin E Prevent Cancer?” 
Nanjoo Suh, Rutgers; 1395 BST, 
3:30 pm
Neurobiology Lecture
“Experience Dependent Dendritic 
Spine Plasticity in the Cortex,” 
Wenbiao Gan, NYU; U Club ballrm. 
A, 4 pm
Social Work Career Development 
Workshop
“Social Work Licensure,” Kristina 
Faddoul; 2017 CL, 5 pm
Latin American Studies Lecture
“How Borges Wrote: A Story & a 
Poem,” Daniel Balderston, modern 
languages; 602 CL, 5 pm

Wednesday 21

Inst. for International Studies in 
Ed. Year of  Diversity Symposium
“Indigenous Education”; 5604 
Posvar, 8:30 am-4:30 pm

Molecular/Cellular Cancer Biol-
ogy Seminar
“Comprehensive Functional Analy-
sis of  TLK2 Amplifications in 
Aggressive Luminal Breast Cancers 
With Enhanced Chromosomal 
Instability,” Xiaosong Wang; Hill-
man Cancer Ctr. Research Pavilion 
2nd fl. conf. rm., 9 am 
HR Workshop 
“Everything You Wanted to Know 
About Capital Assets But Were 
Afraid to Ask,” Kevin Starke, 
payment processing; 2nd. fl. conf. 
rm., 116 Atwood St., 10 am (www.
hr.pitt.edu/training-development/
faculty-st)
HSLS Workshop
“Advanced Endnote for Savvier 
Information Management,” Pat 
Weiss; Falk Library classrm. 1, 
10:30 am
Critical Care Medicine Grand 
Rounds
“Health Care Quality & Efficiency,” 
Paul O’Neill Sr., former Secy. of  
Treasury; 1105 A/B Scaife, noon 
SAC Mtg.
102 Benedum, noon 
Senate Council Mtg.
2700 Posvar, 3 pm
HSLS Workshop
“Painless PubMed,” Andrea Ket-
chum; Falk Library classrm. 1, 4 
pm (ketchum@pitt.edu)

Thursday 22

HR Workshop 
“Navigating PittSource for Supervi-
sors,” Jordan Miller; 211 Lawrence, 
9 am (www.hr.pitt.edu/training-
development/faculty-st)
HSLS/Biomedical Informatics 
Symposium
“Bringing Rigor & Reproducibility 
to Research”; keynote: “Rethinking 
the Scholarly Record: Facilitating 
Reproducibility of  Computational 
Results,” Victoria Stodden, U of  
IL-Urbana/Champaign; S120 BST, 
10 am-2 pm (www.hsls.pitt.edu/
bringing-rigor-and-reproducibility-
research)
Molecular Biophysics/Struc-
tural Biology Seminar
“Single Molecule Analysis of  
DNA Repair Enzymes Reveals a 
Novel Recognition at a Distance 
Mechanism,” Ben Houten; 6014 
BST3, 11 am
ADRC Lecture
“Neuroimaging & Biomarkers for 
Trauma-related Neurodegenera-
tion,” David Okonkwo, neurosur-
gery; S439 conf. rm. Montefiore, 
noon (412/692-2721)
CIDDE Workshop
“Maximizing Your Inheritance: 
Effectively Adapting ‘Inherited’ 
Course Materials in Your Own 
Teaching”; 815 Alumni, noon (www.
cidde.pitt.edu/workshops/)

Poet Ada Limón will deliver the 
Pittsburgh Contemporary Writers 
Series first lecture of the season 
at 8:30 pm Sept. 22 in the public 
health auditorium.   
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Day of  Caring Thank You Lun-
cheon 
Connolly Ballrm. Alumni, noon
Epidemiology Seminar 
“Childhood Cancer in PA,” Gene 
Weinberg, PA Dept. of  Health; G23 
Parran aud., noon
Equipoise Mtg.
630 WPU, noon
CIDDE Workshop
“Blacking Up: Hip Hop’s Remix 
of  Race & Identity”; Alumni 7th 
fl. aud., 3 pm (www.cidde.pitt.edu/
workshops/)
Pgh. Ctr. for Bone & Mineral 
Research Seminar
“Keratins in Enamel: A New Chap-
ter in an Old Story,” Elia Beniash; 
1695 BST, 4 pm (pappertfenneld@
upmc.edu)
Pitt-Johnstown Memorial Service
For Carroll Grimes, former chair of  
UPJ’s humanities division & profes-
sor emerita of  English, who died 
Aug. 29; Whalley Chapel, UPJ, 4 pm 
English Pgh. Contemporary 
Writers Lecture
Ada Limón, poet; public health 
aud., 8:30 pm

Friday 23

SBDC Workshop
“Developing a Business Plan: 2nd 
Step”; Mervis, 7:30-10 am (register: 
www.entrepreneur.pitt.edu)
Philosophy Conf. 
“Reductionism & Integration, Bio-
ethics & Behavior: A Conference 
Celebrating the Career of  Kenneth 
F. Schaffner,” 817 CL, 8:30 am-5:15 
pm (also Sept. 24, 8:30 am-4:15 pm; 
www.pitt.edu/~pittcntr)
CIDDE Workshop
“Introduction to Computers: Win-
dows 10”; B26 Alumni, 10 am (www.
cidde.pitt.edu/workshops/)
Sr. VC Lecture
“Lost in Translation: Dysregulation 
of  Host Protein Synthesis in Virus-
induced Carcinogenesis,” Masahiro 
Shuda, Scaife lecture rm. 6, noon
(www.svc-seminar.pitt.edu)
Bradford Campus Concert
Susan Waterbury, violin; Elizabeth 
Simkin, cello; Miri Yampolsky, 
piano; Studio Theater Blaisdell, 
UPB, noon
Psychiatry Lecture
“From Base Camp to the Summit: 
Understanding Adolescent Brain 
Trajectories,” Beatriz Luna; WPIC 
aud., noon
Senate BPC Mtg.
156 CL, 2 pm
CIDDE Workshop
“Tools for Creating Personalized 
Learning”; B26 Alumni, 3 pm (www.
cidde.pitt.edu/workshops/)
CIDDE Workshop
“Chinese Student Perspectives: 
Understanding Our Students,” 
Meiyi Song; 232 Lawrence, 3 pm 
(www.cidde.pitt.edu/workshops/)
Titusville Campus Polynesian 
Dinner/Dance
“Manna Polynesia;” McKinney 
Commons, UPT, 4:30 (also music 
& dance 7 pm; teknapp@pitt.edu)

Saturday 24

Bradford Campus Open House
10 am, UPB (register: www.upb.pitt.
edu/visit.aspx)

Sunday 25

Jewish Studies Book Launch
“Her Deeds Sing Her Praises: Pro-
files of  Pittsburgh Jewish Women,” 
Eileen Lane, Lois Michaels & Eric 
Lidji, co-editors; Heinz History Ctr., 
Downtown, 10 am

Monday 26

CIDDE Workshop
“Basic Video Editing in Windows 
Live Movie Maker”; B26 Alumni, 
10 am (www.cidde.pitt.edu/work-
shops/)
Flu Shot Clinic
S123 BST, 10 am-2 pm
CIDDE Workshop
“Effective Teaching With & With-
out PowerPoint”; 815 Alumni, 1 pm 
(www.cidde.pitt.edu/workshops/)
CIDDE Workshop
“Blackboard Assessment Tools”; 
B26 Alumni, 2 pm (www.cidde.pitt.
edu/workshops/)
Jewish Studies Lecture
“Holocaust Reparation & Restitu-
tion Files in German State Archives: 
Institutional Approaches to Manag-
ing Ethical & Technical Challenges 
for Providing Access,” Katharina 
Hering, Georgetown; Connolly 
Ballrm. Alumni, 3 pm 
Physics/Astronomy Lecture
“Fashion, Faith & Fantasy in the 
New Physics of  the Universe,” 
Roger Penrose, Oxford; U Club 
ballrm. B, 4 pm (cmc138@pitt.edu)

Tuesday 27

HR Workshop 
“Working With International Popu-
lations at Pitt”; 342 Craig, 9 am 
(www.hr.pitt.edu/training-develop-
ment/faculty-st)
Magee-Women’s Research Inst. 
Work in Progress Seminar /Conf.
“Phenotype Based Drug Discovery 
in Vivo Using Novel Zebrafish 
Models,” Edward Burton; Magee 
Women’s Research Inst. 1st fl. conf. 
rm, noon
Molecular Medicine Research 
Seminar
“The Power of  Statistics in Making 
Sense of  Biomedical Omics Data,” 
Wei Chen; Rangos Research Conf. 
Ctr., noon
UPCI Seminar
“UPCI Retreat Poster Winners,” Lin 
Zhang; Hillman Cancer Ctr. Cooper 
conf. rm. D, noon (412/623-3241)
Philosophy Lecture
“A Case Study in the Metaphysics 
of  Biological Practice: The Parts of  
the Human Genome, “Marie Kaiser, 
U of  Koln; 817R CL, noon

Pharmacology/Chemical Biol-
ogy Lecture
“X-ray Laser Insights Into Assem-
bly & Phosphorylation Depen-
dent Recruitment of  Arrestin by 
GPCRs,” H. Eric Xu, Van Andel 
Research Inst.; 1395 BST, 3:30 pm 
(412-383-7757)
Everyone votesPA Launch
PA Secretary of  State Pedro A. 
Cortés; Connolly Ballrm. Alumni, 
5-7 pm
GS&WS Lecture
“Women Behind Bars: Realities & 
Resistance,” Victoria Law; The Big 
Idea Bookstore, 4812 Liberty Ave., 
Bloomfield, 7:30 pm

Wednesday 28

Clinical Oncology/Hematology 
Grand Rounds
“Emerging Non-Factor Thera-
peutics for Hemophilia,” Margaret 
Ragni; Hillman Cancer Ctr., Cooper 
conf. rm. B & C, 8 am (millerc5@
upmc.edu)
Pathology Lecture
“Therapeutic Approaches to Neu-
rodegenerative Disease,” Joachim 
Herz, U of  TX; 1104 Scaife, noon
Forum for Law & Public Policy 
Lecture
“Cross-examining History: A 
Lawyer Gets Answers From the 
Experts About Our Presidents,” 
Talmage Boston; Hillman Library 
Thornburgh Rm., noon
HSLS Workshop
“Literature Mining: InfoBoosters, 
Molecular Databases & F1000 
Workspace,” Anusuman Chatto-
padhyay; Falk Library classrm. 2, 1 
pm (ansuman@pitt.edu)
CIDDE Workshop
“Developing a Lesson Plan”; 815 
Alumni, 2 pm (www.cidde.pitt.edu/
workshops/)
Equipoise/US Presidential 
Panel Discussion
UClub ballrm. B, 5:30 pm
Bradford Campus Discussion
“Inequity Within the Criminal 
Justice System,” Tony Gaskew; 
Bradford Area Public Library, 7 pm 
(clh71@pitt.edu)

Thursday 29

HR Workshop 
“Developing Your Career at the 
University of  Pittsburgh,” Sherry 

Brown, McCarl Ctr. conf. rm., 
Posvar, 9 am (www.hr.pitt.edu/
training-development/faculty-st)
Molecular Biophysics/Structural 
Biology Seminar
“Mechanisms of  Vinculin Activa-
tion, Motility & Force Transmis-
sion,” Sharon Campbell, UNC-
Chapel Hill; 6014 BST3, 11 am
Farmers’ Market
WPU driveway, 11:30 am-2:30 pm
Social Work Presentation
“What Does Prevention Look 
Like?” Patricia Martin; 2017 CL, 
noon (www.socialwork.pitt.edu)
Epidemiology Seminar
“Psychological & CV Risk Factor 
Changes During Menopause: Do 
They Matter for Coronary Heart 
Disease?” Karen Matthews; G23 
Parran, noon
CTSI Workshop
“3R Literature Searching for 
Animal Research Protocols,” 
Melissa Ratajeski; S123 BST, 3 pm 
(www.ctsi.pitt.edu/registration.
aspx?number=202)
ULS Wine, Cheese & Conver-
sation
Hillman Library Thornburgh Rm., 
4-7 pm (rsvp: jerin@pitt.edu)
Communication Science/Disor-
ders Lecture
“Hearing Loss in Older Adults: A 
Public Health Perspective,” Frank 
Lin, Johns Hopkins; UClub 2nd fl. 
ballrm., 5 pm (reception 4 pm; www.
pitt.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/
SV_0dOLsexgs1e7V7T)

Exhibits

A u d u b o n / H i l l m a n  L i -
brary 
“The Red Phalarope”; gr. fl. Audu-
bon exhibit case, through Sept. 30; 
M-Th 8 am-10 pm, Fri. 8 am-6 pm, 
Sat. 10 am-6 pm & Sun. noon-9 pm 
(412-648-8190) 
Falk Library
“From DNA to Beer: Harnessing 
Nature in Medicine & Industry”; 
Natl. Library of  Medicine; display 
cases near entrance, through Oct. 
10; M-Th 7 am-mid., Fri. 7 am-10 
pm, Sat. 9:30 am-10 pm & Sun. 
11 am-mid. (www.hsls.pitt.edu/
dna-to-beer)
Bradford Campus
“Celebrating America’s National 
Parks Centennial”; Denise Drum-
mond; KOA Gallery Blaisdell, UPB, 

through Oct. 2; M-F 8:30 am-6 pm
Barco Library
“Sailing Through History,” Dennis 
O’Leary & James Morar; Sept. 
16-Nov. 23, M-Th 8 am-10 pm, F 
8 am-5 pm, Sat 10 am-6 pm, Sun 
noon-10 pm (8-1376)

Defenses

Public Health/Epidemiology
“Doubly Robust Estimation 
in 2-Stage Dynamic Treatment 
Regimes in the Presence of  Drop-
out,” Andrew Topp; Sept. 20, A216 
Crabtree, noon
Nursing
“Mild Cognitive Impairments in 
Older Rural-Dwelling Adults,” 
Meghan Mattos; Sept. 22, 451 Vic-
toria, 10 am
Education/Administrative & 
Policy Studies
 “Adaptive & Power-aware Fault 
Tolerance for Future Extreme-scale 
Computing,” Xiaolong Cui; Sept. 22, 
6106 Sennott, 1 pm

Deadlines

Science 2016
Abstracts due Sept. 19. (http://
science2016.pitt.edu/posters.htm)
African American Alumni Coun-
cil Brunch
RSVP by Sept. 26 for Oct. 9 event: 
“Honoring Robert Hill: A Legacy 
of  Service. ” (alumnionline.pitt.edu) 
Provost’s Award for Excellence 
in Mentoring
Nominations due Sept. 30. (pi.tt/
MentoringAward)
Burroughs Wellcome Fund 
Career Award for Medical Sci-
entists
Proposals due Oct. 3. (www.ctsi.pitt.
edu/documents/BWFUND.pdf)
ADRC Grant Program
Letter of  intent deadline due Oct. 
7.(info: 412-692-2731)
Chancellor’s Distinguished 
Teaching Awards
Nominations due Oct. 14. (lkirsch@
pitt.edu)
Chancellor’s Distinguished 
Public Service Awards
Nominations due Oct. 14. (ghuber@
pitt.edu)
Chancellor’s Distinguished 
Research Awards
Nominations due Oct. 14. (mred-
fern@pitt.edu)                               n

“Celebrating America’s National Parks Centennial,” an exhibit of works by Denise Drummond, runs through Oct. 2 in Pitt-Bradford’s 
KOA Gallery, Blaisdell Hall.


